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Carmel Valley News

An illegitimate, orphaned immigrant born
in the Caribbean rises to become one of
the most brilliant of our Founding

Fathers.
We all know by now the basic biography of

Alexander Hamilton, thanks to the genius of
“Hamilton” creator Lin-Manuel Miranda whose
lyrics and musical production have captured the
hearts, minds and imagination of thousands of
devoted followers of the Broadway sensation.

But a lesser-known story is how the musical
has engaged and excited students.

The inspirational rise of Alexander Hamilton to
become a Founding Father, Revolutionary War
hero, George Washington’s right-hand man, our
new nation’s first treasury secretary and the face
on our $10 bills, is not one you would think
would stir young people who traditionally learn
about figures in American history through dry
textbook narratives.

But through Miranda’s gifted adaptation of rap,
R&B, blues, hip-hop, jazz, pop and other musical
genres to tell Hamilton’s story, young students
are connecting to American history in ways not
seen before, by means of this unique vernacular.

For the increasing population of low-income,
underserved students in our communities, the
musical play is particularly relevant, with its
message of hope and the promise that America
affords to all its people – especially the “young,
scrappy and hungry.”

As for the line in the play that draws boisterous
cheers (“Immigrants – we get the job done!”), the
words touch the hearts of children who have
come to America from other countries to escape
tyranny or abject poverty – or both. It says, “You
can do this” – whatever “this” is.

Diversity, in both its cast and its message, is the
dominant power of the musical. We all come
from somewhere else, and we all have a shot at
making a difference.

Coden Day in San Diego

The educational potential of “Hamilton” is not
lost on Carmel Valley resident Liz Nederlander
Coden, who has deep connections to New York
theater.

She spoke about the tremendous influence
“Hamilton” has had on young people.

“That is its greatest accomplishment,” she said.
“My personal feeling is that Lin-Manuel Miranda
and the show are changing the world. He has
made the story of the birth of this nation
relatable to people who could not have cared
less.

“Most people just looked at our founding
fathers as men with wigs from ancient times, and
now they can relate to them as people who
might be living and struggling today.

“The educational value of the show is
profound beyond measure. I feel that he
[Miranda] is educating the world.”

Coden has more than a passing interest in the
musical. When she heard that “Hamilton” was
coming to San Diego, she began to consider how
to use the opportunity to fundraise for local
philanthropic organizations.

“Your Shot In January” was the result.
Liz Coden, a realtor with Pacific Sotheby’s

International Realty – together with her
husband, ophthalmologist and eye surgeon
Daniel Coden – negotiated with “Hamilton”
producers to purchase 500 orchestra section
tickets for the Jan. 13 performance.

The idea of “Your Shot In January” was to sell
the tickets at premium prices, with all profits to
benefit Jewish Family Service and the Lawrence
Family Jewish Community Center, two groups
that serve the entire San Diego community
regardless of religious affiliation.

At the Jan. 13 event, the Codens announced
that an astounding $630,000 had been raised, to
be split between the two organizations.

In their letter to donors, the Codens wrote,
“We ‘took our shot’ and are grateful to you all for

your tremendous generosity in making this
fundraiser an outstanding success in every way.”

San Diego Mayor Kevin Faulconer honored the
Codens with a proclamation declaring January
13, 2018 “Liz Nederlander Coden and Daniel
Coden Day in the City of San Diego” – for their
“countless volunteer hours to organizations that
serve the community.”

Excitement for civics
Pat Launer, Del Mar resident and renowned

San Diego theater critic and arts writer, said
“Hamilton” appeals to young people through its
songs which she called infectious, catchy and
memorable – “part of Lin-Manuel Miranda’s
genius.”

“Because of that, students remember them,
and they learn from them,” she said. “The show
is an exciting, ebullient piece of American
history, doing what the best history does:
humanizing the facts, making it all very
personal, not just an accumulation of dates and
events and battles.

“The score is terrific, but when you see it in the
context of the stunning, ingenious production,
history is really brought to palpable life. The
specific facts may not all stay with you, but the
songs that illustrate them will, and that (as we
know from research on the effects of music)
facilitates memory and learning.

“I don’t think any textbook can do that, no
matter how well written. ‘Hamilton’ shows how
compromise and government work … and how
the seminal events of history always involve
personal interaction.

“This is a bona fide phenomenon… and it’s

The Hamilton effect on education
may make classrooms of the future
‘The Room Where It Happens’
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Dan and Liz Coden with Mayor Kevin
Faulconer

BOB ROSS

A seismic shift in the North Coast
political landscape took place recently
when Republican incumbent Darrell
Issa announced he would not seek
re-election in the 49th Congressional
District. The district reaches south from
Dana Point and includes Encinitas,
Solana Beach and Del Mar.

Issa saw the hand-writing on the
border wall. Early polls showed
Democrats with a good chance of
winning the seat.

The 49th is a swing district, one of a
handful around the country. The
balance of power in Congress is at stake
here. Both national parties will spend

big here – once the dust settles and the
June primary determines who will
advance to November.

This race attracted four capable
Democrats, all discussed here recently:
Doug Applegate, who almost
defeated Issa in 2016;Mike Levin, an
Orange County corporate attorney;
Paul Kerr, a real estate investor who
lives in Rancho Santa Fe; and, most
recently, Sara Jacobs, granddaughter
of Qualcomm founder Irwin Jacobs.

And it’s still seven weeks until the
filing deadline (March 9)! Who knows
who else might file? I hate it when
Democrats spend millions against

other Democrats, thus weakening the
Dem who finally limps into the
run-off.

In the wake of Issa’s resignation,
three Republicans have joined the race:
Assemblyman Rocky Chavez and
Diane Harkey, chair of the State
Board of Equalization, former Dana
Point mayor, and former member of
the California Assembly. Chavez’s 76th
Assembly District overlaps
substantially with the 49th
Congressional District. And Republican
libertarian patent attorney Joshua
Schoonover recently moved his bid
from the 50th district to run in the
49th. A Peace and Freedom candidate
Jordan Mills also has entered the
race.

Let’s do the math – and some
guessing. Voter registration favors
Republicans by seven points. With the
current lineup of candidates, the
Democratic vote would be divided four
ways (five ways if you include the P&F
candidate) while the GOP vote would
be split only three ways, all but

guaranteeing that a Republican
(probably Chavez) will qualify for
November.

So, the four Democrats, until
recently running for the right to
oppose Darrell Issa in November, now
(probably) are running for the right to
oppose Rocky Chavez in November.
Worst-case scenario for Democrats: A
two-Republican runoff.

Meanwhile, one hears Issa may
move east to the strongly Republican
50th Congressional District where
Republican incumbent Duncan
Hunter is in deep tapioca because he
allegedly used campaign funds to buy
stuff for his family.

BTW. On Thursday Feb. 8, the
Rancho Santa Fe Democratic Club will
feature congressional candidateSara
Jacobs plus some of the grassroots
voices who contributed to Issa’s
demise. Info/RSVP at RSFDEM.ORG.

— Gordon Clanton teaches Sociology
at San Diego State University. He
welcomes comments at
gclanton@mail.sdsu.edu
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Issa is out: The soap
opera continues


