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What’s the hottest First Friday 
of the year? It’s the one featuring 
Latination, the popular exhibi-
tion celebrating Hispanic cul-
ture hosted by Metro Galleries. 
Thankfully, despite the hot ticket, 
guests should be able to keep 
cool downtown thanks to this fall 
weather.

Don Martin, owner of Metro 
Galleries, said his excitement for 
Fridays festivities is tempered 
with a bittersweet edge as this is 
the last one at the current loca-
tion. (The gallery will move east 
to 18th Street later this fall.)

“This is the 10th Latination and 
all 10 of those years have been 
great here,” he wrote in an email. 
“But it’s not the building or the 
space that have made them great, 
it’s the artists, the sponsors, the 
musicians, the people that make 
this exhibit great each and every 
year.”

That recipe is in full effect this 
time with 120 submissions for 
the popular show. He said what 
stood out this year was the bright 
colors among the works as well 
as three-dimensional pieces like 
Alberto Herrera’s mixed media 
piece “Pajaro Azteco.”

Ceramics, sculpture and mo-
saics are represented alongside a 
number of paintings.

While there are new contrib-
utors, some returning artists 
brought work that stood out 
to Martin. He cited Herrera’s 
sculptures, a painting by Chris-
tina Sweet that honors all past 
winners (and will serve as the ex-
hibit’s poster) and Jorge Guillen’s 
paintings.

“Two are very political,” Martin 
wrote of Guillen’s works. “One 
shows a mother in tears after be-
ing separated from her child. And 
the other is his version of the now 
iconic photograph of the little girl 
crying as she’s separated from her 
parents.”

If tradition holds, the reception 
is as lively as the work. Mento 
Buru will perform, El Pueblo will 
provide appetizers and a no-host 
bar and awards will be presented 
in the ceremony with emcee Mi-
randa Whitworth Munoz.

Awards are presented for first 
and second place, best of show 

and the Betty Leonor Award, 
given in honor of the artist whose 
sensual portraits left an indelible 
mark on the show. (Leonor passed 
away at age 44 in 2015 from liver 
cancer.)

SPOOKTACULAR GOINGS-ON
Bubble Pop Gallery keeps up 

the fun with a darker edge started 
last month with its Villains Art 
Show with this month’s Spook-
tacular Art Show. Mixed in with 

the cute characters from Hallow-
een-time tales are Leatherface 
and Freddy Krueger.

About 35 artists contributed to 
the show including curator Ash-
leymarie Sey Lively, Giki, Crystal 

Smalls Ord, Amanda Conrad, Jen-
nifer Flynn, Caroline McArthur, 
Lauryn Barnes, Clark Silva and 
Mia Roberts. Submissions were so 
great for the show, Lively was not 
able to include them all.

The reception will include a live 
art demo by special effects artist 
Audrey Davis and cool treats sold 
by Paleta Company.

After this weekend, the show 
will move to Temblor Brewing Co. 
for their Spooktacular Halloween 
Art Party  on Oct. 13.

On Oct. 20, the gallery will de-
but a third pop-up location at Sil-
ver Wolf Comics and Collectibles, 
participating in the Halloween 
Fest  at the northwest Bakersfield 
shop.

PHOTOS THAT POP
Photographer Martin Varga, 

whose stunning photos have been 
featured in previous Bakersfield 
Art Association exhibits, returns to 
the Art Center this month.

For this show, “Macro Magic,” 
Varga used several new photo-
graphic techniques.

Spice up your First Friday

ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Juan Luiz Gonzalez’s “La Vida Es Un Carnival” is one of the many works that will be featured Friday as part 
of the Latination exhibit at Metro Galleries.

FIRST FRIDAY
Latination: Opening re-
ception, no-host bar from El 
Pueblo, music by Mento Buru, 
5-9 p.m., Metro Galleries, 1604 
19th St.
Spooktacular Art Show: 
Reception 5-9 p.m., Bubble Pop 
Gallery, Fox Theater, 2001 H 
St. Free.
Martin Varga: Opening re-
ception for featured artist and 
photographer, 6 p.m., Bakers-
field Art Association, 1607 19th 
St. 869-2320. bakersfieldartas-
sociation.org.
Meet the Artist: Meet 
featured artist Casey Hib-
bard, 6 p.m., Dagny’s, 
1600 20th St. 869-2320. 
bakersfieldartassociation.
Yoga at the Museum: Enjoy 
community yoga lessons, 
5:30 p.m., Bakersfield Museum 
of Art, Museum sculpture gar-
den, 1930 R St. Free. 323-7219. 
bmoa.org/yoga.

“This is the 10th Latination and all 10 of those years have been great here.”

Please see FRIDAY | 20
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While there are 
many craft 
beer festivals 

in Bakersfield, there is 
one that started it all. Six 
years ago, the Bakersfield 
Craft Beer Festival laid 
the groundwork for all the 
brew-soaked events that 
have followed. Although it 
has changed over the years, 
it’s back with a new venue 
— Imbibe Wine and Spirits 
Merchant — and a new 
attitude.

Imbibe owner David 
Dobbs said earlier this year 
that the craft beer scene in 
Bakersfield has changed 
since he co-founded the 
festival six years ago.

With events growing in 
town (and beyond within 

an easily drivable dis-
tance), he said he wanted 
to rethink how the festival 
would continue.

What he came up with 
is a more intimate event, 
capped at 400, that will take 
place outside of Imbibe but 
offer all the draws — brews, 
snacks, music — that have 
made it a hit in the past.

Based on the response 
to the business’s 10th anni-
versary party in the same 
location in April — which 
sold out with 300 in atten-
dance — Dobbs is optimis-
tic about this revamped 
festival.

Attendees will receive 
20 tokens, which are good 
for one 5-ounce pour each. 
More than 25 breweries 
will be on hand, including 
locals Temblor, Lengthwise 

and Kern River as well as 
favorites like Saint Archer, 
Ballast Point, Tioga Sequoia 
and Modern Times.

Additional tokens will 

be available for purchase, 
good for beer or for the 
food vendors (each token 
has $1 value toward food). 
Options include Brazil 

Hot Dogs, Gabriel’s Tacos 
and Milan’s Market, which 
serves pizza. Guests can 
also pay cash for the food.

Blonde Faith is back 

providing live music (“They 
rocked the house” in April, 
Dobbs said) and there will 
be plenty of seating and 
shade available for folks to 
hang out.

Like previous festivals, 
this one aids the Benefit 
Bakersfield Foundation, 
which distributes funds to 
local Kern County nonprofit 
organizations with an em-
phasis on child and family 
services, advocacy, shelter 
and food. Dobbs said past 
beneficiaries have included 
CASA, the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Kern County, Bakersfield 
Police Activities League and 
Magdalene Hope.

Stefani Dias can be reached 
at 661-395-7488. Fol-
low her on Twitter at @
realstefanidias.

Revamped Bakersfield Craft Beer Festival on tap at Imbibe

PHOTO BY TARAH CONDIT

Gather up the crew and head out to Imbibe Wine and 
Spirits Merchant for the sixth annual Bakersfield Craft 
Beer Festival on Sunday. The popular event has updated 
its venue and its outlook.

BAKERSFIELD 
CRAFT BEER 
FESTIVAL
When: Noon-4 p.m. 
Sunday
Where: Imbibe Wine 
and Spirits Merchant, 
4140 Truxtun Ave.
Admission: $35 in 
advance, $45 at the 
door; tickets available 
at the store or by calling 
633-9463
Information: imbibew-
ine.com

BY STEFANI DIAS
sdias@bakersfield.com

It’s that time of year 
again to go Greek in 
Bakersfield. The an-

nual festival, which draws 
thousands downtown to 
St. George Greek Orthodox 
Church over its three-day 
run, is ready to take advan-
tage of the (finally) great fall 
weather.

While beloved by many 
of its returning attendees, 
the annual tradition is also 
vital to the dedicated crew 
of bakers, cooks, dancers 
and volunteers who make 
the event possible.

Among those dedicated 
to the cause is Nikoli Hack-
leman, who stepped up this 
year to lead the St. George 
dancers.

“I always look very for-
ward to the festival at our 
church, it’s one of the most 
exciting times of the year,” 
Hackleman wrote in an 
email. “The food is amaz-
ing, the music is awesome 
and the dancing is always a 
must to participate in and 
watch! The festival helps 
me relive my culture and be 
able to share it with others 
around me.”

He will be leading up 
to 20 dancers spread 
out through five perfor-
mances: 7 p.m. Friday, 1, 
4 and 7 p.m. Saturday and 
1:30 p.m. Sunday. He said 
he has simplified some 

variations — without 
changing the integrity of 
the dance — in order to 
keep dancers from feeling 
intimidated.

Those moves should 
come in handy after the 
performances, when danc-
ers draw out the crowd to 
learn some steps. Long 
Beach-based band The 
Olympians returns this 
year to set the weekend’s 
soundtrack.

Of course, the big draw 
is the food, and that’s well 
represented this year. Along 
with the barbecue options, 

pastries, falafel, pastitsio 
(creamy meat pasta), louk-
oumades (honeyed dough-
nuts), gyros and more, 
there are a couple of fresh 
options.

Lamb lovers will be 

happy to note that the meat 
will again be offered two 
ways: chops ($4 each) and 
shanks, served in a $15 
plate that includes rice, 
Greek salad and bread.

“We had it two festivals 

ago,” church secretary Sa-
har Ayoub said of the lamb 
bounty. “It was just such a 
big hit that they brought it 
back.”

Dip lovers will be excited 
by the addition of the pita 
platter, which includes 
hummus, tzaziki and 
tarama (caviar) along with 
pita for $5. For all those 
who attend with friends or 
family, this is an easy dish 
to share.

Celebrating community 
is a big part of the annual 
event and the members of 
St. George do their best to 

feed and inform attendees. 
Along with the dancing and 
dining, the festival also in-
cludes church tours, led by 
Father Joseph Chaffee.

Other diversions include 
a bounce house for the kids 
(for an additional fee) and 
vendors offering jewelry, 
belly dancing skirts, acces-
sories, Mary Kay Cosmetics, 
henna body art and Kona 
Ice shaved ice.

Stefani Dias can be reached 
at 661-395-7488. Fol-
low her on Twitter at @
realstefanidias.

Loukoumades who’s back! St. George 
Greek Food Festival coming this weekend

COURTESY OF ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH

Lamb chops are on the menu again for the annual Greek 
Food Festival at St. George Greek Orthodox Church.

NICK ELLIS / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Jimmy Demestihas, left, leads the line of dancers at last year’s St. George Greek Food 
Festival. Performers return this weekend, led by new dance director Nikoli Hackleman.

ST. GEORGE GREEK FOOD FESTIVAL
When: 5-11 p.m. Friday 
11 a.m.-11 p.m. Saturday, 
11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday
Where: St. George Greek 
Orthodox Church, 401 
Truxtun Ave.

Admission: $5, free for 
children under 12
Information: 325-8694 
or BakersfieldFoodFestival.
org
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Gregory Popovich’s 
name might be in 
the title of his show 

but as far as he’s concerned, 
he is not the star of it.

“This is a very unique 
show where the real star is 
the kitty cats and dogs ad-
opted from shelters across 
the country,” Popovich said.

The World Famous Popo-
vich Comedy Pet Theater 
returns to the Fox Theater 
on Saturday afternoon, 
with animals from Kern 
County Animal Services 
making an appearance be-
fore the show for a special 
Adopt-A-Thon event.

The show might focus 
more on the impressive 
pets but let’s not forget 
about the man who taught 
them all their tricks.

In the show, Popovich 
leads a menagerie of more 
than 30 animals — 12 cats, 
10 dogs, birds and mice 
among them. 

The furry cast members 
perform in sketches that 
put them in humanlike sit-
uations, such as catching a 
train at the station or sitting 
in a classroom. There are 
also eight humans in the 
show.

“There is human talent 
and pet talent,” Popovich 
said. “The audience decides 
who is more talented.”

Popovich, who is origi-

nally from Kiev, Ukraine, 
has been a circus performer 
since he was 12 years old, 
born into a circus family. 
Before starting his own 
show, he juggled with the 
Ringling Bros. and Barnum 
& Bailey Circus. Now, he is 
based in Las Vegas, where 
he performs regularly and 
lives with his family and 
pets.

Animals have always 
been an important part of 
Popovich’s life, so naturally 
he would find a way to 
work them into his act.

“My slogan is animals are 
people too,” he said. “I try 
to send a message to peo-
ple to respect pets.”

When he lived in the 
Soviet Union, he said, there 
weren’t animal shelters 
like there are in the United 
States. He wanted to adopt 
the animals who had been 
surrendered by owners or 
picked up off the streets.

Because many of the 
animals might have had 
a rough start to life, train-
ing them to perform is all 
about gaining their trust, 

Popovich said.
“It takes months to build 

communication between 
me and the pet,” he said. 
“They will play with me 
when they trust me.”

Training requires a differ-
ent approach depending on 
the animal, he said. While 
dogs are eager to please 
their owners and can follow 
directions by voice, cats 
kind of follow their own 
lead.

Dogs “want to do things 
for you,” he said. “Cats are 
very independent animals. 

I have to look for a natural 
ability of whatever cats 
want to do themselves. 
As soon as I find out what 
they like to do, I create 
something based on their 
habits.”

Popovich said his show 
doesn’t tour much, but 
when it does the pets travel 
in comfort, inside a special 
trailer with air condition-
ing, heating, water and 
other amenities.

“They have windows, 
always looking out at what’s 
outside,” he said. “The dogs 
are so happy. It’s fun for 
them.”

Anyone who saw the 
Comedy Pet Theater show 
last time it was in town 
will want to check out the 
new material Popovich has 
added since then.

For pet owners who are 
inspired by the show to 
teach Fluffy or Spike some 

tricks at home, Popovich 
has two books, “Doggy 
Gone Good: A Master’s 
Guide to Teaching Man-
ners, Tricks and Healthy 
Habits” and “You CAN Train 
Your Cat: Secrets of a Mas-
ter Cat Trainer.”

The performance is fun 
for animal lovers of every 
age but for Popovich, it’s 
more than just a good time.

“I explain how important 
it is to help local animal 
shelters,” Popovich said. 
Shelter pets “are very tal-
ented, very smart, very 
cute. If after my show, 
someone adopts an ani-
mal, I feel like they got my 
message.”

With KCAS on hand be-
fore the show, adopting a 
new friend should be easy.

Kelly Ardis can be reached at 
661-395-7660. Follow her on 
Twitter at @TBCKellyArdis.

Popovich and pets back for a doggone good time

COURTESY OF GREGORY POPOVICH

The World Famous Comedy Pet Theater returns to Bakersfield on Saturday with a show 
at the Fox Theater. Expect to see plenty of impressive dogs, cats, birds and mice, as 
well as some talented humans, too.

POPOVICH COMEDY PET THEATER
When: Doors at 1 p.m., 
show at 2 p.m. Saturday; 
Kern County Animal Ser-
vices Adopt-A-Thon noon 
to 2 p.m.
Where: The Fox Theater, 
2001 H St.
Admission: $5 to $40
Information: thebakers-
fieldfox.com or 324-1369; 
comedypet.com

Feeling inspired to adopt a 
pet? Kern County Animal 
Services will offer an 
adoption special of $50 
before the show. Avail-
able pets will come with 
vaccinations, deworming, 
flea/tick treatment, spay/
neuter, microchip and li-
censed for one year. KCAS 
will also have information 
on its foster program.

THE BAKERSFIELD CALIFORNIAN

Always one to keep audience 
members on their toes — while 
its performers swing through 

the air — Cirque du Soleil has deliv-
ered a cool new twist: ice.

When Cirque du Soleil returns to 
the Rabobank Arena on March 20 
to 24, it will be with its first-ever ice 
show, “Crystal.” It combines the circus 
arts that Cirque du Soleil is so well 
known for with synchronized, free-
style and extreme ice skating.

The show follows Crystal “on an ex-
hilarating tale of self-discovery as she 
dives into a world of her own imagi-
nation,” according to a news release 
for the production. In one part of the 
show, a hockey game turns extreme 
with ramps, flips, twists and more. 
In another, a performer scales chairs 
stacked atop each other, on the ice.

The Bakersfield stop includes seven 
shows: 7:30 p.m. on March 20, 21 and 
22; 4 and 7:30 p.m. March 23; and 1:30 
and 4 p.m. March 24.

Tickets go on sale Friday at 10 a.m. 

online at cirquedusoleil.com/crystal. 
For those who don’t want to wait that 
long, tickets are already available for 
Cirque Club members. Membership 

is free and includes access to advance 
tickets, special offers and behind-the-
scenes information. Go to cirqueclub.
com to join.

Cirque du Soleil’s first-ever ice show 
is coming to Bakersfield in March

MATT BEARD PHOTOGRAPHY

Cirque du Soleil is taking the circus arts to the ice in its new show, “Crystal.” 
Its first-ever ice show is coming to the Rabobank Arena on March 20 to 24. 
Tickets go on sale Friday at 10 a.m.
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Strolling around Pi-
oneer Village at the 
Kern County Museum 

already feels like you’re 
taking a step back in time. 
Those who do so on Sun-
day will have the added op-
portunity of really embrac-
ing the part, looking over 
vintage clothing, jewelry, 
furniture and more at the 
first-ever Village Flea.

The museum is no 
stranger to an antiques 
event. It hosted the Old 
Time Peddlers Faire be-
fore that expanded and 
moved to the Kern County 
Fairgrounds.

But collectors are 
still drawn to the scenic 
grounds.

Mike McCoy, the muse-
um’s executive director, said 
he was approached by two 
different local antique deal-
ers who said they missed 
having an antique show 
at the museum in Pioneer 
Village.

“My staff and I, we 
agreed we would like to 
have an antique show but 
with more of a party atmo-
sphere. And to keep it inex-
pensive for the public.”

The day will feature 
vendors, including In Your 
Wildest Dreams Consign-
ment and Antiques, with 
vintage furniture, glass-
ware, collectibles, clothing, 
art work and curiosities.

But don’t expect any junk 
or straight re-sales.

“It’s not a yard sale,” 
McCoy said. “There are no 
Nike tennis shoes out of the 
box.”

As the child of antique 
dealers who bought his 
first antique with his own 

money at age 12, McCoy 
is still an avid collector. 
He and wife Susan are art 
collectors who travel the 
world, having visited flea 
markets in France and Am-
sterdam and even an estate 
sale in Vietnam.

On Sunday, McCoy will 
be getting his hands dirty, 
not digging through stacks 

of paintings but helping 
haul attendees’ purchases 
to their vehicles. Staff 
will help serve as porters, 
making sure any large or 
unwieldy finds make their 
way home with their new 
owner.

The day will also feature 
food vendors and music by 
The Huckleberry Band.

Guests can also get a 
sneak peek at the recently 
renovated Metcalf House. 
McCoy said the Woman’s 
Club of Bakersfield contrib-
uted about $40,000 to the 
project.

The club decided to 
sponsor the 1885 house 
once owned by Thomas 
Metcalf, whose daugh-

ter Modena (nicknamed 
Maude) was active in the 
Woman’s Club of Bakers-
field and served as its 
president from 1938 to 
1939. 

Maude grew up in the 
house then returned as 
an adult after graduating 
from Mills Women’s Semi-
nary College in Oakland.

The club will gather 
on the grounds Monday 
morning for their monthly 
meeting before the 11 a.m. 

ribbon cutting to show off 
all the hard work on the 
vibrant yellow home.

McCoy said the ren-
ovated home is a great 
feather in the village’s cap 
— and a bright one at that.

“With that yellow paint 
on it, you can see it all the 
way to Taft.”

Stefani Dias can be reached 
at 661-395-7488. Fol-
low her on Twitter at @
realstefanidias.

Go vintage in the Village for flea market fun

COURTESY OF MIKE MCCOY

Kern County Museum staffer Nathan Van Dyke doing final touch-up work inside historic 
Metcalf House.

VILLAGE FLEA
What: Antiques, collectibles, vintage 
clothing and home furnishings
When: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday
Where: Pioneer Village, Kern County 
Museum, 3801 Chester Ave.
Admission: $5

Information: 437-3330 or kerncountymu-
seum.org/villagefleaevent
Metcalf House dedication
Who: Woman’s Club of Bakersfield, which 
raised funds to preserve the home
When: Ribbon cutting 11 a.m. Monday

READY FOR RUSTY ROOTS?

If swap meets are more 
your speed, head out Sat-
urday to The Rusty Roots 
Show out on the Cal State 
Bakersfield campus.

Started in Visalia in 
2012, the traveling mar-
ketplace features more 
than 80 vendors offering 
goods including those that 
have been re-purposed or 
cleverly up-cycled.

The show will set up 
on the Don Hart East Lawn 

from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Snacks will be available 
from food trucks.

This is the second stop 
for the show, which was in 
Tulare last month. (It will 
hit Turlock on Nov. 10.)

Admission is $5 (free 
for children); parking is 
free.

For more information 
or to purchase advance 
tickets, visit rustyrootss-
how.com.

COURTESY OF THE RUSTY ROOTS SHOW 

The Rusty Roots Show, a famous traveling 
marketplace, heads to the Cal State Bakersfield 
campus on Saturday.

Martin Varga 
merges nature 
and technology 
for his latest 
series of 
photographs, 
which will be 
on display in 
“Macro Magic” 
at the Bakersfield 
Art Association 
Art Center. 
This image of 
a purple dahlia 
utilizes a soap 
bubble bokeh 
effect to provide 
more pop to the 
background.

MARTIN VARGA 
PHOTOGRAPHY

COURTESY OF BUBBLE POP GALLERY

“Corpse Bride” by Crystal Smalls Ord is part of 
the upcoming Spooktacular Art Show Friday at 
Bubble Pop Gallery.

Close-up images of a purple dahlia, lemon and kiwi 
slices and red gerbera daisy appear vibrant with motion 
even though they are still images.

Varga wrote, “As always, I minimized the use of Photo-
shop by creating these effects in the studio using a single in 
camera exposure allowing me to minimize the use of Pho-
toshop for some light adjustments for color and contrast.

“I believe this approach makes my images look more 
natural and certainly more believable even though a ma-
jority of these images are captured at high speed and along 
with fluidity, which are not easily seen by the human eye.”

Even using new techniques, Varga aims to continue 
growing.

“I also have much more room to expand my artistic 
techniques for future projects. I am very excited about this 
as I plan to reach out to different venues including Los An-
geles and San Francisco areas.”

Stefani Dias can be reached at 661-395-7488. Follow her on 
Twitter at @realstefanidias.

FRIDAY
Continued from PAGE 17
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Twenty years after the 
death of Matthew 
Shepard, to the day, 

Bakersfield Community 
Theatre will start its 91st 
season with a documentary 
play in his honor.

“The Laramie Project,” 
which opens Oct. 12, is the 
true story of a community’s 
reaction following a hate 
crime in Laramie, Wyo., 
where Shepard, a 21-year-
old gay man, was beaten, 
tortured, tied to a fence and 
left for dead by two men. 
He died six days later from 
his injuries, on Oct. 12, 
1998.

“The text resonates 
with authenticity because 
it came directly from the 
mouths of the playwrights 
recounting their interviews 
and experiences with the 
residents of Laramie,” said 
Jan Hefner, director of the 
play and executive director 
of both BCT and The Center 
for Sexuality & Gender Di-
versity. “This play is a tragic 
flashback, but it is also 
filled with themes of hope, 

angels and a new connect-
edness to fellow humans 
living alongside us.”

The play opening on 
the anniversary was inten-
tional, Hefner said, but an 

unplanned coincidence is 
that the play is also opening 
on Bakersfield Pride week-

end. An early performance 
of the play will happen on 
Saturday at BCT, benefiting 
The Center for Sexuality & 
Gender Diversity, one of 
many of its Theater Night 
fundraisers.

“Because this play has 
such historical resonance 
in the local LGBTQ com-
munity, The Center’s board 
decided that this play 
would be a good fit to share 
more about why The Center 
exists,” Hefner said.

“The Laramie Project” 
was created by Moises 

Kaufman and members of 
the Tectonic Theater Proj-
ect, Hefner said, “drawing 
on hundreds of interviews 
with the town’s inhabitants 
to explore the reactions 
to Matthew’s death and 
the trails of the accused 
murderers.”

“It explores how such a 
savage act could happen in 
a place described by resi-
dents as ‘live and let live,’” 
she added.

In the production, 17 

Documentary play ‘Laramie Project’ opens BCT season

COURTESY OF BAKERSFIELD COMMUNITY THEATRE

The Bakersfield Community Theatre is starting its 91st season with “The Laramie 
Project,” a documentary play telling the true story of a community’s reaction to the 
death of Matthew Shepard, a gay man beaten and left to die in Laramie, Wyo., in 1998. 
Both in the play and in real life, people dressed as angels to block anti-gay protesters at 
Shepard’s funeral.

‘THE LARAMIE PROJECT’
When: Fridays and 
Saturdays at 8 p.m., Oct. 
12-27; Sunday matinee 
2 p.m. Oct. 21. Doors 
open 30 minutes before 
showtime.
Where: Bakersfield Com-
munity Theatre, 2400 S. 
Chester Ave.
Admission: $16 at the 
door or online at bctstage.
org
Information: 831-8114

Special benefit 
performance
What: Social time, 
appetizers, drinks, silent 
auction and raffle before a 
preview performance
When: 6:30 p.m. Satur-
day; show starts at 8 p.m.
Where: Bakersfield Com-
munity Theatre, 2400 S. 
Chester Ave.
Admission: $25, available 
at glcenterbak.org

Please see ‘LARAMIE’ | 28

BY STEFANI DIAS
sdias@bakersfield.com

Friends, Bakersfield-
ians, country folk, 
lend me your ears. I 

come not to bury “Caesar,” 
but to promote it — and the 
Kern Shakespeare Festival, 
which is running now at 
Bakersfield College.

In its 34th year, the 
festival is a well-oiled ma-
chine, with shows this year 
helmed by BC instructors 
Brian Sivesind, doing 
“Julius Caesar,” and Cody 
Ganger, overseeing “Mea-
sure for Measure.”

In discussing which 
shows would be best for 
the festival, which features 
alternating performances 
over two weeks, the pair 
happened upon two that 
have much for modern au-
diences to consider.

“I didn’t want to direct a 
play that says ‘look at me, 
I’m commenting on mod-
ern society,” Sivesind wrote 
of “Caesar” in an email. 
“But there is literally a line 
in which Casca says that 
Caesar could stab people’s 

mothers and they would 
still support him. Sound 
a little familiar? So I think 
both of these plays speak 
to our current American 
zeitgeist.”

This show features Alissa 
Morrow as the dictator, Tray 
Trimble as Marc Antony 
and Justin Thompson (Bru-
tus), Kevin Ganger (Cas-
sius), Nolan Long (Casca) 
and Claire Rock (Decius) as 
the conspirators.

While the play about the 
slain Roman leader is a 
staple in most high school 
English classes, “Measure,” 
known as one of Shake-
speare’s “problem come-
dies” — because it deals 
with heavier issues — is not 
as familiar these days.

Ganger said even if the 
story isn’t well-known, its 
message is “painfully rele-
vant right now.”

The central conflict 
involves Angelo (John 
Spitzer), a man in power 
who is known for his good 
reputation, who then as-
saults and propositions 
a young woman, Isabella 

(Mariah Bathe), who is 
attempting to save her 
brother, Claudio (Nolan 

Long), from execution.
Ganger wrote, “When she 

threatens to expose him, he 

responds, ‘Who will believe 
thee, Isabel? My unsoiled 
name, the austereness of 
my life, my vouch against 
you, and my place in the 
state shall so your accusa-
tion overweigh, that you 
shall stifle in your own re-

port and smell of calumny.’ 
The public trial at the end 
of ‘Measure for Measure’ 
plays like the Kavanaugh 
hearings. It’s one woman’s 
word against the reputation 
of the most respected man 
in Vienna. Shakespeare 
really seems to understand 
the power dynamic at play.”

Sivesind said he’s 
thrilled not only to bring 
though-provoking shows 
to the stage but to continue 
the festival, now deep in its 
third decade.

“The fact that Randy 
Messick started this festival 
at BC and that we’ve been 
able to keep it going for all 
these years should garner 
some notice. We always 
strived to have a good mix 
of seasoned actors to men-
tor the students, so while 
the shows aren’t always bal-
anced as far as acting goes, 
it’s fun to see the actors 
grow into their roles over 
the years.”

Stefani Dias can be reached 
at 661-395-7488. Follow her 
on Twitter: @realstefanidias.

Et tu, Bakersfield? Kern Shakespeare Festival 
opens with timely productions on BC stage

PHOTO BY MICHELLE GUERRERO

Julius Caesar (Alissa Morrow) stands as senators, from 
left, Cassius (Kevin Ganger), Metellus (John Spitzer) and 
Brutus (Justin Thompson) kneel in fealty in a scene from 
“Julius Caesar,” which is part of the Kern Shakespeare 
Festival, going on now at Bakersfield College.

34TH ANNUAL 
KERN 
SHAKESPEARE 
FESTIVAL
When: All shows at 
7:30 p.m., “Measure for 
Measure” Friday and 
Oct. 11 and 13; “Julius 
Caesar” tonight, Satur-
day and Oct. 10 and 12
Where: Edward Simon-
sen Outdoor Theatre, 
Bakersfield College, 
1801 Panorama Drive
Admission: $12, $8 for 
students, staff, seniors 
and veterans; tickets at 
vallitix.com (plus fees) 
or available 30 minutes 
before showtime

THE ARTS
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BY SUSAN SCAFFIDI
For The Californian

If you want to be enter-
tained and challenged 
at the same time, plan 

on attending this season’s 
concerts by the Bakersfield 
Symphony Orchestra.

Music director Stilian 
Kirov has been incorporat-
ing the novel with the tried-
and-true since he took over 
the orchestra in the 2015-
16 season, with a special 
nod to Eastern European 
composers. 

This season, you can 
expect to hear some great 
“war horses,” as well as 
lesser-known works by the 
great composers, and some 
real surprises.

The season begins 
Saturday evening with 
Tchaikovsky’s Piano 
Concerto No. 1 in B-flat 
minor, probably second 
only to Beethoven’s Fifth 
Symphony in popularity. 
It is particularly fitting that 
Saturday’s soloist, pianist 
Daniel Hsu, is a Van Cliburn 
Piano Competition finalist 
(Texan Van Cliburn won 
the inaugural International 
Tchaikovsky Piano Compe-
tition in 1958). In keeping 
with the Russian theme of 
the program, the orchestra 

will perform the Festive 
Overture by Shostakovich 
and the Symphony No. 5 by 
Prokofiev.

November’s concert ex-
plores the early Romantic 
movement, with Beetho-
ven’s “Leonora” Overture 
No. 3 and Schumann’s Sym-
phony No. 4. Principal wind 
players from the orchestra 
will get a chance to shine in 
a performance of Mozart’s 
Sinfonia Concertante.

Los Angeles Philhar-

monic Concertmaster Mar-
tin Chalifour will perform 
the Violin Concerto No. 1 
by Max Bruch, one of the 
“big five” violin concertos 
in the repertoire that also 
includes Mendelssohn’s 
“Hebrides” Overture and 
Haydn’s Symphony No. 104. 
That concert is on Feb. 2.

The March and April 
concerts promise to take 
audiences into newer ter-
ritory. The March 9 concert 
explores the theme of na-

ture described by music, 
and includes the never-
played-nearly-enough 
Symphony No. 6 (The “Pas-
toral”) by Beethoven, An-
tonin Dvorak’s Czech Suite 
and a contemporary work, 
“From a New Land,” by Los 
Angeles-based composer 
Anze Rozman. 

On April 6, the evening is 
given over to Gypsy music, 
with three pieces for or-
chestra and violin: Maurice 
Ravel’s “Tzigane,” Edouard 

Lalo’s “Symphonie Espag-
nole,” and “Gypsy Airs” 
by 19th century Romantic 
composer and violinist 
Pablo de Sarasote. Rising 
star Robyn Bollinger per-
forms all three pieces, in a 
concert that concludes with 
Johannes Brahms’ beloved 
Hungarian Dances.

The grandest offering has 
been saved for the end of 
the season: Gustav Mahler’s 
Symphony No. 2 (“Resur-
rection”) on May 11, featur-
ing the combined singing 
strength of the Master Cho-
rale and Bakersfield College 
and Cal State Bakersfield 
chamber choirs.

“Every piece on the pro-
gram is a favorite of mine,” 
Kirov wrote in an email. “If I 
have to be more particular, 
I am very excited about the 
Mahler’s Second Symphony 
concert because beside of 
its huge range of emotional 
landscapes, this is also a 

piece that brings together 
on stage many of Bakers-
field’s extraordinary musi-
cal groups.”

Missing from this year’s 
program are some of the 
pops concerts that the BSO 
had experimented with in 
the past few years. 

Remaining, however, is 
the Holiday Pops concert, 
on Dec. 16. Executive direc-
tor Kari Heilman said the 
BSO is changing the timing 
and location of the concert 
in the hopes that more fam-
ilies will be able to attend.

“Moving the concert to 
a Sunday afternoon and 
to Rabobank Theater will 
allow for more attendance 
and the ability to make the 
lobby a winter wonder-
land,” Heilman wrote in an 
email. “Santa will also be 
making an appearance.”

Go East: Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra 
keeps things lively as new season unfolds

PHOTO BY JEREMY ENLOW

Pianist Daniel Hsu will perform as guest soloist for the season opening concert of the 
Bakersfield Symphony Orchestra on Saturday.

BAKERSFIELD 
SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA 
2018-19 season opening 
concert, “Russian 
Fanfares” with pianist 
Daniel Hsu as guest 
soloist
Where: Rabobank The-
ater, 1001 Truxtun Ave.
When: Pre-concert 
lecture by music profes-
sor Dr. Scott Dirkse at 
6:30 p.m., performance 
at 7:30 p.m. Saturday
Admission: $20-$45, 
available at the Rabo-
bank Box Office, or axs.
com

 ❚ The season 
begins Saturday 
evening with 
Tchaikovsky’s 
Piano Concerto No. 
1 in B-flat minor, 
probably second 
only to Beethoven’s 
Fifth Symphony 
in popularity. It is 
particularly fitting 
that Saturday’s 
soloist, pianist 
Daniel Hsu, is a 
Van Cliburn Piano 
Competition finalist.
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BY KELLY ARDIS
kardis@bakersfield.com

The local knitting 
guild is at it again, 
lending their talents 

to a good cause and asking 
for the community to join 
its efforts.

This time, What the Knit! 
Guild is working on knitted 
and crocheted red poppies 
in honor of Veterans Day. 
It will need 4,000 poppies 
to cover the Veterans Me-
morial on Truxtun Avenue, 
though it hopes to have 
6,000 total, with extras go-
ing to other military organi-
zations in town.

“I really want to get it 
out there because we need 
help,” said Suzanne Bryan, 
founder and past president 
of What the Knit! Guild. “We 
can probably do 4,000 by 
ourselves but we would like 
more.”

Poppies will be accepted 
until Oct. 30 and can be 
dropped off or mailed to 
The Twisted Skein Yarn 
Shop. In the following 
weeks, the poppies will be 
arranged on garden netting 
and draped over the me-
morial on Nov. 9 to 13.

Bryan got the idea for the 
poppy project after seeing 
similar installations in En-
gland online. Poppies as a 
symbol of remembrance 
for military members who 
have died in war is more 
common in the U.K., Bryan 
said, but she was eager to 
show respect to local ser-
vice members and their 
families with the flower 

right here in Bakersfield.
“I’ve watched this for 

several years, thinking ‘Why 
can’t we do this here?’” she 
said.

The symbolism comes 

from “In Flanders Fields,” a 
World War I poem written 
by Lt. Col. John McCrae in 
1915 following the death of 
a friend and soldier. In the 
poem, the flowers bloom 

where soldiers had previ-
ously died in battle.

Bryan, who said almost 
all of the men in her family 
have served in the military, 
said bringing this tradition 

to the States was important 
to her.

“I do not believe anyone 
in the U.S. does this,” Bryan 
said of the knitted poppies. 
“We really need to honor 
our veterans.”

Each poppy will have a 
green leaf with the name 
of a local service member 
written on it. Bryan said 
the guild has a list of all the 
names around the memo-
rial and will write them on 
the leaves; any extra pop-
pies can have the names 
of other military members 
— local or just related to 
someone in the area, living 
or deceased, active or re-

tired — written on them.
And for those wondering, 

yes, the guild has received 
permission from the city’s 
Recreation and Parks 
department to adorn the 
memorial with the knitted 
poppies. Though it would 
like to bring the poppies 
to other military spots in 
town, the guild chose the 
memorial for the first site 
because of its location.

“I want this to be right 
smack in the middle of 
downtown, where every-
body sees it,” Bryan said, 
adding that it will “make a 
big splash.”

Because of the very pub-
lic location, Bryan does 
foresee that some flowers 
might go missing.

“We realize people might 
steal these,” Bryan said. 
“That’s OK. If they need it, 
we’ll make more.”

Unlike the guild’s other 
philanthropic project (the 
Knitted Knockers breast 
prosthetics for women who 
have had mastectomies), 
there is no one pattern or 
limits on yarn type for the 
poppies. As long as they 
are red and made with 
acrylic (waterproof) yarn, 
the poppies can range in 
size and shades. Any of 
the thousands of patterns 
found online will work fine, 
Bryan said.

“They don’t have to be 
the same size, they don’t 
have to be the same yarn,” 
she said. “The collage of it 

Let patriotism bloom: Aid local knitting guild 
with red poppy project honoring veterans

KELLY ARDIS / THE CALIFORNIAN

In honor of Veterans Day, What the Knit! Guild is planning to cover the Veterans 
Memorial on Truxtun Avenue in thousands of knitted and crocheted red poppies, each 
one dedicated to a local veteran. 

Led by founder Suzanne 
Bryan, the Knit! Guild is 
asking local knitters and 
crocheters to help them 
reach their goal of 4,000 
to 6,000 poppies.

NOV. 11 POPPY PROJECT
What the Knit! Guild, 

with The Twisted Skein 
Yarn Shop, are leading a 
project to knit and crochet 
red poppies with which to 
adorn the Veterans Me-
morial on Veterans Day. 

If you would like to help, 

patterns can be found on-
line by Googling “knitted 
poppy patterns” or “cro-
chet poppy patterns.” Any 
pattern will do; any red 
acrylic yarn will work.

Finished poppies can be 
dropped off at or mailed 

to The Twisted Skein at 
4609 New Horizon Blvd. 
#3.

For more information, 
call The Twisted Skein at 
398-9276, email admin@
what-the-knit.org or go to 
what-the-knit.org.

BY STEFANI DIAS
sdias@bakersfield.com

When a business is aiming to 
make a name for itself as a 
fun destination spot, it’s got 

to find a signature event. Amestoy’s on 
the Hill has the Chile Verde Cookoff, 
McMurphy’s has cornered the market 
on St. Patrick’s Day and now Bootleg-
gers Craft Pub & Eatery is looking for a 
piece of the action. Its target? The Oak 
Street restaurant has set its sights on 
Oktoberfest, which although is a two-
week-plus endeavor in Germany, will 
only occupy one day — Saturday — in 
Bakersfield.

Carlos Pena of JTL Live, who knows 
a bit about helping make events hap-
pen, especially newer ones like the 
EB Beer Fest — Brews on The Hill at 
Amestoy’s in January, was brought on 
to help organize the fun.

“Bootleggers has been building a 

respectable name and wanted to put 
together an event they can host annu-
ally and help draw new customers,” 
Pena wrote in an email. “They want to 
provide a fun atmosphere of games, 
entertainment, music and Oktober-
fest beers.”

And it sounds like they’re on their 
way. While the restaurant will be 
open for all other business, Saturday’s 
21-and-over event will utilize the 
restaurant’s new outdoor patio as well 
as a section of the parking lot. (Don’t 
worry, there will be parking still avail-
able in the rest of the lot as well as 
near neighboring businesses.)

There will be a special menu in-
cluding brats, pretzels and other Ger-
man foods. Those who prefer to stick 
to the Korean short rib tacos or other 
Bootleggers’ favorites can also order 
from the regular menu.

Wash down the snacks with an 
assortment of beers available for 
sale. Sponsor Santa Maria Brewing 
will have its Oktoberfest beer, a Vien-
na-style lager — which Pena said “is 

Bootleggers has brats and more for first-ever Oktoberfest

COURTESY OF JTL LIVE 

Do you have what it takes for a stein race? That’s just 
one of the fun contests on tap for Oktoberfest coming 
Saturday to Bootleggers Craft Pub & Eatery.

OKTOBERFEST
What: Food and beer specials, 
games, costume contest, stein 
holding, stein race, corn hole, live 
DJ and raffles
When: Noon-5 p.m. Saturday
Where: Bootleggers Craft Pub & 
Eatery, 955 Oak St.
Admission: $5
Information: 322-2123 or bootleg-
gersbakersfield.com

Please see OKTOBERFEST | 25

Please see POPPIES | 25



24    The Bakersfield Californian    Thursday, October 4, 2018

E Y E  S T R E E T

Vancouver-based 
psychedelic rock 
act Yung Heazy, the 

brainchild of musician and 
frontman Jordan Haney, 
delivered an album “When-
ever You’re Around I Hate 
Everyone Else” (love the 
cover art) that is an enjoy-
ably trippy ride that sounds 
like a “who knew?” cross 
between Elvis Costello (“I 
Don’t Mind” my favorite 
song on the album), Prince 
(the chorus for ”Anytime of 
the Year”) and The Beatles 
(pretty much everything 
else). It starts with the play-
ful “Don’t Let Me Down”-
ish “Cuz You’re My Girl” and 
becomes more introspec-
tive, drier and less Beat-
les-ey as it goes on, culmi-
nating with the wistfully 
lovely closer “Backup Plan.” 
It’s almost like a 
drug trip set to 
music, complete 
with the soulful, 
requisite come 
down after a 
heck of a peak.

His latest sin-
gle, a straight-up 
cover of The 
Beatles’ “Be-
cause” off 
“Abbey Road,” 
gets right to the point: 
Why haggle when you can 
represent?

The Heazy will play Jer-
ry’s Pizza on Tuesday, and 
that’s worth the price of 
admission alone, but there’s 

another reason 
for local music 
fans to check 
out this all-
ages show.

Kaybab is an 
indie-rock trio 
featuring some 
of the rising 
stars of our 
current class 
of local music 
dynamos: 

James Dandy on bass, Rob-
ert Morgan on drums and 
Bradley Gentry on guitar 

and vocals.
They’ve teamed up 

and released their debut 
album, “Habitats”: a grace-
fully sprawling 12-track 
indie rock gem produced 
by Western Medicine 
frontman Emile Antonell. 
Each song has its own 
identity as well as a sonic 
cohesiveness.

On the dreamy “Burning 
Wood” you can actually 
hear the sound of a bonfire 
crackling throughout, serv-
ing as a unique faux-record 
needle sound and “Nu-
trients” is reminiscent of 
“Last Nite”-era The Strokes. 
There’s a lot of neat little 
“ear candy” to keep listen-
ers’ interest piqued — for 
musicians and nonmusi-
cians alike. It’s a low-key 
party, and, as evidenced by 
the “whooo” gang-vocals 
on the opener “Waster,” ev-
eryone’s invited to it.

The album’s standout 
track is “Resolute,” a 3-and-
a-half minute space jam 
that finds the trio in orbit 

and reminiscent of Mor-
gan’s former band, Choirs. 
It’s bound to be a killer live. 
“Habitats” ends with its 
acoustic-guitar driven title 
track and more spirited 
communal vocals, shakers 
and handclaps.

“For me personally, the 
strongest point of the re-
cord is that not all of the 
songs sound exactly the 
same,” Morgan said. “Each 
time, the mix is a little dif-
ferent; the songs in and of 
themselves are different. It’s 
not the same song after the 
same song after the same 
song over and over again. 
And, secondly: the continu-
ity of the record, specifically 
the order we put all the 
songs in.”

Drummer Morgan who 
along with his other gig, the 
live-looping duo Contran-
istas with fellow ex-Choirs 
boy (zing!) Dax Dominguez, 
is at the forefront of some 
of the most experimental 
and daring music coming 
out of Bakersfield at the 

moment. Contranistas will 
be making its live debut 
later this month.

“Kaybab is about having 
fun playing music that 
sounds good and feels 
good,” Morgan said. “It’s 
not about trying to be the 
loudest band or the most 
technical band or anything 
and it’s nice.”

“I get to relax and have 
fun; I don’t have to over-
think things.”

This show also acts as a 
de-facto CD release party 
for the trio. Gentry, 28, who 
has made headway for him-
self locally as a promoter, 
hopes to open his band to 
the all-ages demographic 
with shows like this upcom-
ing one at Jerry’s.

According to Gentry, “I’m 
trying to dip my fingers in 
more than one aspect of 
the whole thing, you know? 
I’m trying to book shows 
and bring bands together 
but I’m also trying to get my 
band out there and trying 
to put my imprint in as far 

as the sound that’s coming 
from Bakersfield. Not that 
I’m saying I’m trying to be 
the next Bakersfield Sound, 
but I’m trying to at least be 
a noise out of Bakersfield 
instead of just a curator of 
them.”

Yung Heazy, Kaybab, 
The DeWalt Corporation, 
Johnny Cage 7 p.m. Tuesday, 
Jerry’s Pizza, 1817 Chester 
Ave. $10.

SOME FAKE-A-PALOOZA FUN
Now in its fourth year, 

98.5 FM — The Fox’s Fake-
A-Palooza returns Saturday 
to Stramler Park with a new 
set of tribute acts for audi-
ences to revel in. They got 
the fuel, they got the fire, 
they have that which you 
desire.

This year, the big three 
are Scorpions tribute band 
Hurrikane (as in, “Rock You 
Like A …”) at 7 p.m., Judas 
Priest tribute band Just Like 
Priest at 8 p.m. and head-

Kaybab: a different Bakersfield sound
THE LOWDOWN

CESAREO GARASA
FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

PHOTO BY PETRÉ HAILEY

Dynamic local trio Kaybab — from left, James Dandy, Bradley Gentry and 
Robert Morgan — will perform at Jerry’s Pizza on Oct. 9 in support of 
debut album “Habitats,” opening for Vancouver-based band Yung Heazy.

COURTESY OF YUNG HEAZY

Vancouver-based psychedelic rock act 
Yung Heazy’s album “Whenever You’re 
Around I Hate Everyone Else” blends 
sounds reminiscent of Elvis Costello, 
Prince and The Beatles.

COURTESY OF HURRIKANE

The fourth-annual Fake-A-Palooza has become a yearly institution for 
98.5 FM — The Fox as it returns Saturday to Stramler Park. Bands this 
year include Scorpions tribute act Hurrikane.

COURTESY OF JUST LIKE PRIEST

The fourth-annual Fake-A-Palooza has become a yearly institution for 
98.5 FM — The Fox as it returns Saturday to Stramler Park. Bands this 
year include Judas Priest tribute act Just Like Priest.

Please see LOWDOWN | 25
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liners Metallica tribute act 
Damage Inc. at 9 p.m.. All 
three bands are based out 
of Southern California.

This festival has become 
quite the institution and 
the acts that perform in it 
are consistent in quality 
and their attention to de-
tail. There is no way you 
will ever get to see these 
three bands together on 
the same bill, much less for 
the amazingly frugal price 
of $20 a ticket. Go with the 
$35 VIP ticket if you can, 
though. It comes with a 
T-shirt, lanyard, access to 
the VIP area and a cash-
only VIP bar, which means 
less waiting and, usually, 
shade.

From personal experi-
ence, it’s a hoot to see a 
really good tribute act. The 
better ones represent their 
respective acts at the peak 
of their powers, stuck in 
time like a city in a bottle.

A lot of them even 
sound better than those 
they’re paying tribute to, 
unencumbered by life’s 
logistics that sideline some 
of the original musicians — 
sometimes permanently.

Not to mention that 
each tribute act is a revolv-
ing cast of younger and 
younger performers play-
ing songs that are getting 
older and older.

These acts — especially 
Damage Inc., which is a 
rock-solid, quality tribute 
band — put on a great 
show, both sonically and 
visually, and act as a hall-
mark to fans as to why they 
proudly wore those Me-
tallica cut-off T-shirts and 

spiked leather in the first 
place. These musicians are 
having as much fun as the 
fans because, well, they’re 
fans too.

So bust out those leather, 
studs and spikes, ripped 
jean jackets, bandanas and 
Chuck Taylors and make it 
to Stramler Park on Satur-
day. You’ll be reminded why 
these bands are — and will 
be — mainstays on classic 
rock radio and why Me-
tallica’s “One” is one of the 

greatest driving songs ever 
made. This music is best 
experienced live and when 
played with the appropriate 
respect.

Seriously though, “One” 
is an incredible song.

98.5 FM — The Fox Pres-
ents Fake-A-Palooza 4: The 
Monsters Of Rock!, doors 
open at 5 p.m., show at 
7 p.m., Stramler Park, 3805 
Chester Ave. $20, $35 VIP; 
available at 985thefox.com 
or ticketfly.com.

CESAREO’S PICK
Tommy Hays 89th Birth-

day Party, with MARK209, 
6 p.m. Thursday, Buck 
Owens’ Crystal Palace, 2800 
Buck Owens Blvd. Free 
admission; reservations 
available as of press time. 
328-7560.

Tommy Hays is one of 
those names that we tend 
to take for granted here. 

As one of the last living ar-
chitects of the Bakersfield 
Sound, he’s got a lot of 
stories to tell and even at 
almost 90 years old, playing 
more gigs than musicians 
a quarter of his age. It’s that 
Bakersfield work ethic, I tell 
ya ...

He’ll be celebrating his 
89th birthday at Buck Ow-
ens’ Crystal Palace today 
and will no doubt be shar-
ing some of those afore-
mentioned stories. Expect 
special guest performances 
and just a pleasant night 
of laughter, breaking bread 
and some sweet western 
swing with one heck of a 
host. The show has no price 
for admission and, at the 
time of this writing, reser-
vations were still available. 
Don’t risk missing out on 
celebrating one of our local 
music living legends, or else 
the only thing that might 
be taken for granted here is 
hesitation.

The Nashville-based 
country gospel vocal 
quartet MARK209 will also 
perform.

Contributing columnist Ce-
sareo Garasa brings you the 
latest news on Bakersfield’s 
music scene every other 
Thursday.

LOWDOWN
Continued from PAGE 24

CASEY CHRISTIE / THE CALIFORNIAN

Bakersfield Sound pioneer 
Tommy Hays has been 
playing country and 
twang-infused Christian 
music in Bakersfield for 
nearly seven decades. The 
accomplished musician 
will celebrate his 89th 
birthday today at Buck 
Owens’ Crystal Palace.

COURTESY OF MARK209 

Country gospel vocal quartet MARK209 will perform at the 89th birthday celebration 
for Tommy Hays, one of the last living architects of the Bakersfield Sound, at Buck 
Owens’ Crystal Palace today. Hays will also perform.

amazing — and other themed offerings will 
be available including Temblor Brewing 
Co.’s Temblorfest and Oktoberfest brews 
from Karl Strauss and Sam Adams.

At this event, the beer is not just for 
drinking. There will be stein races and 
holding contest, testing attendees’ ability 
to either maneuver full glasses around an 
obstacle course or just endure and hang 
on.

Word of warning on the stein holding: 
There is no time limit, so you better hope 
your fellow competitors haven’t been doing 
their bicep curls.

For those who want a less strenuous 

way to compete, there will be a costume 
contest. 

Everyone is encouraged to don their 
Oktoberfest finest to compete. Prizes will 
include Santa Maria swag and tickets to the 
Michelada Festival on Dec. 1 at Stramler 
Park, also put on by JTL Live.

Since this is the first year, Pena said 
they’re hoping to draw at least 200 attend-
ees, although the goal is to keep growing 
for the future.

Pena said, “Bootleggers wants to make 
this an annual event. The goal is when peo-
ple think of local Oktoberfest events, they 
think of Bootleggers.”

Stefani Dias can be reached at 661-
395-7488. Follow her on Twitter at @
realstefanidias.

OKTOBERFEST
Continued from PAGE 23

all will be very, very pretty.”
The guild members have been working 

on the poppies since Memorial Day, and 
those who have made the most poppies for 
the month have been celebrated at meet-
ings. One member made 500 poppies in 
one month, the record so far.

Of the 150 guild members, almost every-
body is involved in the project.

If there are enough poppies made, Bryan 
said, the guild would like to do a similar in-
stallation at the Portrait of a Warrior Gallery 
this year.

After the display is taken down, all 
poppies will be kept in storage to display 
around Veterans Day each year. The knit-
ting and crocheting will be an ongoing ef-
fort so additional poppies can be displayed 

at other locations as well, like the Bakers-
field National Cemetery, the Korean War 
Veterans Memorial or the Veterans Affairs 
clinic.

Those who want to help but have no 
knitting or crocheting skills can help out 
by donating yarn or money. Bryan said 
she would also welcome anyone with 
engineering knowledge to help figure out 
the best way to drape the poppies over the 
memorial.

Bryan hopes local knitters and crochet-
ers in the community will volunteer to 
help the guild’s efforts to make a statement 
of gratitude and remembrance for local 
veterans.

“I just really want it to be a success,” 
Bryan said. “It’s my dream. I’m so excited 
about it.”

Kelly Ardis can be reached at 661-395-7660. 
Follow her on Twitter at @TBCKellyArdis.

POPPIES
Continued from PAGE 23
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The Tule River Tribe is taking a big step 
forward with plans to relocate its Eagle 
Mountain Casino to an off-reservation site 
in Porterville.

A long-awaited environmental impact 
statement for the move of the casino was 
finally made public late last month. Notice 
of the document’s availability was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on Sept. 21.

“The proposed casino-hotel resort 
would include a hotel, convention center, 
multipurpose event space, several restau-
rant facilities, parking facilities and water 
reclamation infrastructure, according to a 
notice signed by Tara Sweeney, the recently 
installed Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs. “The new facility would replace the 
tribe’s existing casino, and the existing ca-
sino buildings would be converted to tribal 
government or service uses.”

Plans call for Eagle Mountain, currently 
located on the reservation, to be moved to 
a 40-acre site near the Porterville Airport 
Industrial Park, less than 20 miles away. The 
tribe owns the land but it must be placed in 

trust before gaming can occur there.
To make that happen, the tribe is follow-

ing the two-part determination provisions 
of the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act.  The 
process requires approval first by the federal 
government and then by the state governor.

But even if the governor concurs, the 
tribe still has more work to do. An amend-
ment to its Class III gaming compact calls 
for further negotiations to address the im-
pacts of the project.

Despite the hurdles, the tribe has re-
mained optimistic. In a statement sent to 
The Porterville Recorder late last month, 
Chairman Neil Peyron said the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs is taking steps to “streamline” 
the environmental review process.

“We support the efforts of the federal 
government to improve the environmen-
tal review process and reduce processing 
times,” Peyron said in the Aug. 31 state-
ment. “We believe that the new stream-
lined process will eventually expedite the 
review in the long run.”

— Indianz.com

Eagle Mountain takes major step 
forward with casino relocation plan
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Today
 ■ Murray Family Farms Octo-
ber Fun Fest: Noon-8 p.m. 
Mondays through Thursdays; 
noon-10 p.m. Fridays; 8 a.m.-
10 p.m. Saturdays; 8 a.m.-8 p.m. 
Sundays, through Nov. 7, Murray 
Family Farms, 6700 General 
Beale Road. $13.99; $5.99 for 
children 1-3. 330-0100. Murray-
FamilyFarms.com.

 ■ Banducci’s Family Pumpkin 
Patch: 9 a.m.-7 p.m. Mon-
days through Saturdays; 
10 a.m.-6 p.m. Sundays, through 
Oct. 31, Banducci’s Family Pump-
kin Patch, 10747 Taft Highway. 
Free. 832-2332. pumpkin-
patchesandmore.org.

 ■ Thursday Night Cruisin: Local 
car enthusiasts show off their 
vehicles, 6-8 p.m., Chuy’s, 
8660 Rosedale Highway. Free. 
431-7688.

 ■ Lego Club: All materials pro-
vided and kids may display their 
creations at the front of the chil-
dren’s library, 5:30-6:30 p.m., 
Beale Memorial Library, 701 
Truxtun Ave. ariel.dyer@kernli-
brary.org, 868-0753.

 ■ Tahoe Joe’s Fundraiser: Support 
the McKinley choir program, 
dine-in or takeout from 11 a.m.-
10 p.m., Tahoe Joe’s Steak 
House, 9000 Ming Ave. $20. 
616-8465. mckinleychoirpro-
gram.com/fundraising.

Friday
 ■ St. George Greek Food Festival: 
5-11 p.m. Friday, 11 a.m.-11 p.m. 
Saturday, 11 a.m.-4 p.m. Sunday, 
Greek Orthodox Church, 401 
Truxtun Ave. $5, free for children 
under 12. 325-8694. Bakersfield-
FoodFestival.org.

 ■ Dolores Huerta Foundation 
14th annual Celebrity Golf 
Classic: Registration required, 
10 a.m.-8:30 p.m., The Links at 
Riverlakes Ranch, 5201 River-
lakes Ranch. $100. 322-3033, 
Ext. 601. doloreshuerta.org/
event-dhf-golf-classic-2018.

 ■ A Taste of Grace: Fundraiser that 
includes music, food, drinks and 
raffles, 6 p.m., The Gardens At 
Mill Creek, 712 19th St. $30-
$100. 869-1630.

 ■ Latination: Opening reception, 
no-host bar from El Pueblo, 
music by Mento Buru, 5-9 p.m., 
Metro Galleries, 1604 19th St.

 ■ Spooktacular Art Show: Re-
ception 5-9 p.m., Bubble Pop 
Gallery, Fox Theater, 2001 H St. 
Free.

 ■ Yoga at the Museum: Enjoy com-
munity yoga lessons, 5:30 p.m., 
Bakersfield Museum of Art, 
Museum sculpture garden, 1930 
R St. Free. 323-7219. bmoa.org/
yoga.

 ■ Martin Varga: Opening reception 
for featured artist and photog-
rapher, 6 p.m., Bakersfield Art 
Association, 1607 19th St. 869-
2320. bakersfieldartassociation.
org.

 ■ Meet the Artist: Meet featured 
artist Casey Hibbard, 6 p.m., Da-

gny’s, 1600 20th St. 869-2320. 
bakersfieldartassociation.

 ■ Smart Cycling Bike Party: 6 p.m., 
Bike Bakersfield, 1241 Bear 
Mountain Blvd., Arvin. 321-9247. 
bikebakersfield.org.

 ■ Bakersfield College Volleyball vs. 
El Camino: 6 p.m., Bakersfield 
College, 1801 Panorama Drive. 
$8-$14. vallitix.com.

Saturday
 ■ Bakersfield Symphony Orches-
tra: Opening night concert of 
Russian Fanfares, 7:30 p.m., 
Rabobank Theater, 1001 Truxtun 
Ave. $20-$45. 852-7300. axs.
com.

 ■ “The Laramie Project”: Special 
benefit performance for The 
Center for Sexuality & Gender 
Diversity 6:30 p.m., Bakersfield 
Community Theatre, 2400 S. 
Chester Ave. $25; tickets at 
glcenterbak.org.

 ■ Fox Fakeapolooza 4, The Mon-
sters of Rock: Enjoy live music 
from Damage Inc, Just Like 
Priest and Hurrikane, 7 p.m., 
Stramler Park, 4003 Chester 
Ave. $20-$35. 324-1369. ticket-
fly.com.

 ■ Popovich Comedy Pet Theater: 
Features live comedy, juggling, 
acrobats, intelligent dogs and 
house cats, 2 p.m., Fox Theater, 
2001 H St. $5-$40. 324-1369. 
ticketfly.com.

 ■ Bee’s Knees Gatsby Gala: 6 p.m., 
Seven Oaks Country Club, 2000 
Grand Lakes Ave. $125; benefits 
the Jamison Children’s Center 
and local foster youth. 633-7001. 
kernpartnership.com.

 ■ North High School Class of 
1968 50th Reunion: RSVP 
required for all, golf tournament, 
8 a.m., Rio Bravo, 15200 Casa 
Club Drive, $45; get-together 
barbecue, 10 a.m., North High 
Cafeteria, 300 Galaxy Ave. $25; 
dinner, dancing and no host bar, 
5:30 p.m., The Marriott, 801 
Truxtun Ave. $75; 619-5277. 
northhigh1968classreunion.
com.

 ■ Art Show Reception, “Art Imi-
tates Art VII”: 2 p.m., The Empty 
Space, 706 Oak St. 327-7529. 
esonline.org.

 ■ Kern River Blues Society’s 
Open Jam: 2-7 p.m., Kernville 
Saloon, 20 Tobias St., Kern-
ville. 872-7517. facebook.com/
Kern-River-Blues-Society.

 ■ Art Express: 1 p.m., Kern County 
Museum, 3801 Chester Ave., 
Lori Brock Discovery Center. $5-
$10. 437-3330. kerncountymu-
seum.org/childrens-program.

 ■ My Saint, My Hero, Trunk Show: 
10 a.m., Beladagio, 9500 Brim-
hall Road. 829-2288. beladagio.
com.

 ■ Holiday Craft Bazaar: 9 a.m., 
K. Hovnanian’s Four Seasons 
Lodge, 10500 Toscana Drive. 
873-0580. ad@fsbhoa.com.

 ■ Sierra Club Buena Vista Group 
Presentation: Includes brunch 
and a program on Mediter-
ranean type ecosystems and 
climate studies, RSVP required, 
8 a.m., Hodel’s Country Din-

ing, 5712 Knudsen Drive. $13, 
$6 for students and children. 
496-6584.

 ■ Get Healthy 2018 annual Health 
Fair: Featuring flu shots for ages 
14 and older, blood pressure 
checks, blood sugar checks, 
cholesterol screenings, PAD 
screenings and diabetic foot 
checks, 9 a.m., Bakersfield Heart 
Hospital, 3001 Sillect Ave. Free. 
852-6189. bakersfieldhearthos-
pital.com.

 ■ College 101 Workshop: Bilingual 
workshop, registration required, 
9 a.m., CSUB, Dore Theatre, 
9001 Stockdale Highway. Free. 
HSF.net/events.

 ■ Vintage Auto Racing Associa-
tion Race: 5 p.m. Saturday and 
Sunday, Buttonwillow Raceway 
Park, 24551 Lerdo Highway, But-
tonwillow. $10-$15. 764-5333. 
info@buttonwillowraceway.
com.

 ■ Pep Boys Speed Shop Car Show: 
10 a.m., Pep Boys, 4605 Planz 
Road. 834-6858.

 ■ Blaine Willard Memorial Car 
Show: 10 a.m., Elks Lodge, 
16694 Wasco Ave. 747-8831.

 ■ Farmers markets: 8 a.m. to noon, 
next to Smart and Final, 3201 
F St.; and 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 9500 
Brimhall Road.

 ■ Oktoberfest: With games, 
costume contest, stein holding, 
stein race, corn hole, live DJ, and 
raffles, noon-5 p.m., Bootleg-
gers, 955 Oak St. $5. 322-
2123.$5. bootleggersbakersfield.
com.

Sunday
 ■ Village Flea Market: With 
antiques, collectibles, vintage 
clothing and home furnishings, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., Kern County 
Museum, 3801 Chester Ave. $5. 
437-3330. kerncountymuseum.
org/villagefleaevent.

 ■ 2018 Bakersfield Craft Beer 
Festival: Noon-4 p.m., Imbibe 
Wine and Sprits Merchant, 4140 
Truxtun Ave. $35 in advance, 
$45 at the door. 633-9463. 
imbibewine.com.

 ■ Strides for CJD Walk/Run in 
Memory of Mayor Harvey L. Hall: 
9 a.m.-1 p.m., Lake Ming, 13375 
Lake Ming Road. $30. 322-
8741. secure.qgiv.com/event/
classification.

 ■ Vintage Auto Racing Associa-
tion Race: 5 p.m., Buttonwillow 
Raceway Park, 24551 Lerdo 
Highway, Buttonwillow. $10-$15. 
764-5333 or visit info@button-
willowraceway.com.

Theater
 ■ “Tarzan Takes Tehachapi”: 7 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday; 2 p.m. 
Sunday; Gaslight Melodrama 
Theatre, 12748 Jomani Drive. 
$14-$25. 587-3377. themelo-
drama.com.

 ■ “My Fair Lady”: 8 p.m. Friday 
and Saturday, The Empty Space, 
706 Oak St. $10-$60. 327-7529. 
esonline.org.

 ■ “Breaking Up is Hard to Do”: 

7:30 p.m. today through Satur-
day, Stars Theatre Restaurant, 
1931 Chester Ave. $25-$70. 325-
6100. bmtstars.com.

 ■ 34th annual Kern Shakespeare 
Festival: All shows at 7:30 p.m., 
“Measure for Measure” Friday 
and Oct. 11 and 13; “Julius Cae-
sar” today, Saturday and Oct. 10 
and 12, Edward Simonsen Out-
door Theatre, Bakersfield Col-
lege, 1801 Panorama Drive. $12, 
$8 for students, staff, seniors 
and veterans; tickets at vallitix.
com (plus fees) or available 30 
minutes before showtime.

 ■ “The Migrant Farmworker’s 
Son”: 7:30 p.m. today through 
Saturday, 2 p.m. Sunday, Ova-
tion Theatre, 1622 19th St. $25. 
866-568-2846. theovationthe-
atre.com.

 ■ “It’s Lit”: Collection of one-act 
plays, 11:30 p.m. Friday and Sat-
urday, 6 p.m. Sunday, The Empty 
Space, 706 Oak St. $5. 327-7529. 
esonline.org.

FOOD/DRINK
BLONDIES COCKTAILS

 ■ 1914 N. Chester Ave.
 ■ $1 draft beer specials, 6 p.m. 
today.

1933
 ■ 7900 Downing Ave. 849-5377.
 ■ Country Tuesdays with dinner 
and drink specials, 8 p.m.

 ■ Centro 18 Latin Cuisine and 
Lounge

 ■ 1517 18th St. 493-0177, centro18.
com.

 ■ Brazilian-style dinner buffet, 
5 p.m. Wednesday. $25.

 ■ Lunch buffet, 10 a.m. Tuesday, 
taco bar; Wednesday, endless 
pasta, soup and salad; Thursday, 
fajitas station; Friday, barbecue 
buffet. $10, includes self-serve 
lemonade station.

EUREKA!
 ■ 10520 Stockdale Highway, 241-
5999, eurekarestaurantgroup.
com

 ■ Weekend brunch, $5 bloody 
marys and mimosas, 10 a.m. 
Saturdays and Sundays.

THE JUNCTION LOUNGE, RED LION 
HOTEL

 ■ 2620 Buck Owens Blvd. 327-
9651, redlion.com

 ■ $12 fajitas and house mar-
garitas; $2 Dos Equis, 7 p.m. 
Thursdays.

 ■ Fireball Fridays, $4 shots of 
Fireball, 8:30 p.m. Fridays.

LINKS AT RIVERLAKES RANCH
 ■ 5201 Riverlakes Drive, 587-
5465, riverlakesgc.com

 ■ Taco Tuesday, three tacos with 
choice of meat, includes chips 
and salsa, 11 a.m. Tuesday, $8.

 ■ Happy Hour, half off select 
bottles of wine and wine by 
the glass for $3.50, 4 p.m. 
Wednesday.

LONG BRANCH SALOON
 ■ 907 N. Chester Ave. 399-8494
 ■ Dollar draft beers, Budweiser, 

Bud Light and Coors Light; $1.50 
805 draft, 6 p.m. Thursdays.

 ■ Monday Night Football, $1.50 
nachos.

 ■ Tuesday Ladies Night, happy 
hour prices all day.

 ■ Wednesday, receive 50 cents 
off any drink or shot made with 
whiskey.

NARDUCCI’S CAFE
 ■ 622 E. 21st St. 324-2961
 ■ Free chile verde lunch with $6 
beverage purchase, Friday and 
Saturday.

THE PADRE HOTEL
 ■ 1702 18th St. 427-4900, thepa-
drehotel.com

 ■ Wine Down Wednesdays, 50 
percent off any bottle of wine 
$80 or more, open to close ev-
ery Wednesday, every venue.

 ■ Sunday Brunch, bottomless 
mimosas and all-you-can-eat 
brunch in the Belvedere Room, 
reservations recommended, 
9 a.m. $29.99.

ROCK AND WINGS
 ■ 2180 White Lane, 282-5104, 
rockandwings.rocks

 ■ Taco Tuesdays, 99-cent tacos, 
choice of steak, chicken or 
chorizo.

 ■ Happy hour on Tuesdays, 
$3 domestic short beers, 
11 a.m.-5 p.m. and 9 p.m. to 
close.

SOL Y LUNA
 ■ 11420 Ming Ave. 412-4939
 ■ Enjoy drinks made with rum on 
Tiki Tuesdays from 2 p.m., tiki 
drinks; $6.95 and pinata drinks; 
$18.95.

STARLITE LOUNGE
 ■ 13423 Sierra Way, Kernville, 
760-376-1895, starliteloungew-
inebar.com.

 ■ Dinner and Classic Movie, 
seniors enjoy dinner and a show, 
4 p.m. Friday. $10.

STEAK AND GRAPE
 ■ 4420 Coffee Road, 588-9463, 
steakandgrape.com

 ■ $4 glass of wine, draft beer or 
cocktail, 2 p.m. Monday through 
Friday, 11 a.m. Saturday and all 
day Sunday.

TEMBLOR BREWING CO.
 ■ 3200 Buck Owens Blvd. 489-
4855, temblorbrewing.com

 ■ Brewery tours, 1 and 3 p.m. 
Saturday.

WIKI’S WINE DIVE AND GRILL
 ■ 11350 Ming Ave. 399-4547, 
wikiswinedive.com

 ■ Wine tasting, 2 p.m. first Satur-
day of the month. $25.

 ■ Martini Mondays, 3 p.m. $5 
martinis.

 ■ Champagne Thursdays, $3 a 
glass.

WINE ME UP!
 ■ 3900 Coffee Road, 588-8556, 
winemeupbakersfield.com

 ■ Happy hour, 4-6 p.m. daily with 
$2 off any glass of wine or craft 
beer.

 ■ $3 mimosas every day.



28    The Bakersfield Californian    Thursday, October 4, 2018

G O  &  D O

 ■ $4 drafts and $5 flatbreads, 
Tuesday.

 ■ Happy Hour all night long, 
Wednesday.

 ■ Wine flights: $12, $25 for special 
(two flights and cheese plate), 
every day.

LIVE MUSIC
1933

 ■ 7900 Downing Ave. 864-9856, 
djcountdown661@gmail.com

 ■ Country music with DJ Count-
down, 8 p.m. Tuesday.

BELLVEDERE COCKTAIL LOUNGE
 ■ 3090 Brundage Lane, 325-2139, 
bellvedere1@aol.com.

 ■ Elevation 406, 9 p.m. Friday.
 ■ Last Call, 9 p.m. Saturday and 
Wednesday.

CENTRO 18 LATIN CUISINE AND 
LOUNGE

 ■ 1517 18th St. 493-0177, centro18.
com

 ■ 6:30 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.

CREST BAR AND GRILL
 ■ 5025 Wible Road, 833-9998, 
crestbarandgrill.com

 ■ 6 p.m. Saturdays.

DRUIDS LODGE
 ■ 501 Sumner St. 322-2619, cali-
forniadruids.org

 ■ Groove City Band, 6 p.m. first 
Saturday of the month. Free.

GREENACRES COMMUNITY CENTER
 ■ 2014 Calloway Drive, 392-2010
 ■ 10:30 a.m. Mondays, Fridays and 
every third Wednesday.

KC STEAKHOUSE
 ■ 2515 F St. 322-9910, kcsteak-
house.com

 ■ Jimmy Gaines, 6 p.m. Tuesdays 

through Thursdays.

THE MARK
 ■ 1623 19th St. 322-7665 or atthe-
mark.com.

 ■ Jazz music, 8:30 p.m. every 
second Friday and Saturday.

 ■ Kelly Brothers playing piano, 
8 p.m. last Friday and Saturday 
of the month.

THE PADRE HOTEL
 ■ 1702 18th St. 427-4900, thepa-
drehotel.com

 ■ California Dueling Pianos by 2 
Grand Entertainment, 9 p.m. 
Fridays and Saturdays.

QUE PASA MEXICAN CAFE (THE 
MARKETPLACE)

 ■ 9000 Ming Ave. 664-1400, 
qpmexicancafe.com

 ■ Mariachi music, 8:30 p.m. 
Thursdays.

 ■ Jazz music, 8:30 p.m. Saturdays.

SANDRINI’S PUBLIC HOUSE
 ■ 1918 Eye St. 322-8900, san-
drinis.com

 ■ 9:30 p.m. Mondays, Wednes-
days and Thursdays.

STARLITE LOUNGE
 ■ 13423 Sierra Way, Kernville, 
93238, 760-376-1895, star-
liteloungewinebar.com.

 ■ 6 p.m. Thursdays.

STEAK AND GRAPE
 ■ 4420 Coffee Road, 588-9463, 
steakandgrape.com

 ■ 7 p.m. Thursdays through Satur-
days. Free.

TEMBLOR BREWING CO.
 ■ 3200 Buck Owens Blvd. 489-
4855, temblorbrewing.com

 ■ The Bakersfield Jazz Workshop, 
6:30 p.m. Tuesdays.

 ■

WIKI’S WINE DIVE AND GRILL
 ■ 11350 Ming Ave. 399-4547, 
wikiswinedive.com

 ■ 8 p.m. Thursdays, Fridays and 
Saturdays.

 ■ 10 a.m. Sundays. DJ

THE BULL SHED
 ■ 2400 Camino Del Rio Court, 
327-0681

 ■ 9 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays.

LE CORUSSE ROUGE
 ■ 4647 White Lane, 834-1611
 ■ DJ Chill in the Mixx, 5 p.m. 
Fridays.

COMEDY
ELEVATION LOUNGE

 ■ 818 Real Road, 325-6864
 ■ Live comedy and improv, with DJ 
after party, 9 p.m. Tuesdays.

 ■ McMurphy’s Irish Pub
 ■ 14 Monterey St. 869-1451
 ■ 9 p.m. Wednesdays. $5-$10.

TEMBLOR BREWING CO.
 ■ 3200 Buck Owens Blvd. 489-
4855, temblorbrewing.com

 ■ Open mic, 7 to 9 p.m. most 
Wednesdays, free, must be 21 
and up.

TRIVIA
CHUY’S

 ■ 2500 New Stine Road, 833-3469
 ■ 6:30 p.m. Wednesdays.

SANDRINI’S PUBLIC HOUSE
 ■ 1918 Eye St. 322-8900, san-
drinis.com

 ■ 7:30 p.m. Mondays.

TEMBLOR BREWING COMPANY
 ■ 3200 Buck Owens Blvd. 489-

4855, temblorbrewing.com
 ■ Kern County Library Pub Trivia, 
6 p.m. Tuesday

KARAOKE
 ■ Bellvedere Cocktail Lounge: 
9 p.m. Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
3090 Brundage Lane. 325-2139.

 ■ Blondies Cocktails: 8 p.m. Satur-
days, 1914 N. Chester Ave.

 ■ Bootleggers Craft Pub and Eat-
ery: 7:30 p.m. Wednesdays, 955 
Oak St. 322-2123.

 ■ The Junction Lounge, Red 
Lion Hotel: 7 p.m. Thursdays, 
8:30 p.m. Fridays and 9 p.m. 
Saturdays, 2620 Buck Owens 
Blvd. 327-9651.

 ■ Cataldo’s Pizzeria: 6 p.m. 
Wednesdays and Fridays, 6111 
Niles St. 363-7200.

 ■ Downtown Red Zone Sports Bar 
and Grill: 9 p.m. Fridays, 900 
Truxtun Ave. 864-9856. djcount-
down661@gmail.com.

 ■ Elevation Lounge: 9 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 818 Real Road. 
325-6864.

 ■ Ethel’s Old Corral: 6 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 4310 Alfred Harrell 
Highway. 873-7613.

 ■ Grenadier Cocktail Lounge: 
9 p.m. Fridays and Sundays, with 
DJ Countdown, 1721 Columbus 
St. 871-1004.

 ■ Greenacres Community Cen-
ter: 10:30 a.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays, 2014 Calloway Drive. 
392-2010.

 ■ La Mina Cantina: 7 p.m. Sun-
days, 8020 District Blvd.; 7 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 4001 Auburn St.; 
and 7 Thursdays, 1300 Coffee 
Road. 831-2777.

 ■ Le Corusse Rouge: 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays, 4647 White Lane. 
834-1611.

 ■ The Library: 9 p.m. Thursdays, 
1718 Chester Ave. 703-6911. 

djcountdownent.com.
 ■ The Links at RiverLakes Ranch: 
6 p.m. Wednesdays, 5201 
Riverlakes Drive, 587-5465, 
riverlakesgc.com.

 ■ Lone Oak Lounge: 10 p.m. Fri-
days, 10612 Rosedale Highway. 
589-0412.

 ■ Long Branch Saloon: Karaoke 
with Bree, 8 p.m. Fridays, 907 N. 
Chester Ave. 399-8494.

 ■ McMurphy’s Irish Pub and 
Sports Bar: 8 p.m. Thursdays, 14 
Monterey St. 869-1451.

 ■ The New 1933: 9 p.m. Thursdays, 
7900 Downing Ave.

 ■ O’Hennings: 8 p.m. Fridays, 1312 
Airport Drive.

 ■ The Old West Saloon: 7 p.m. 
Tuesdays and 8 p.m. Saturdays, 
1807 N. Chester Ave.

 ■ Pour House: 9 p.m. Wednesdays, 
Fridays and Saturdays, 4041 
Fruitvale Ave.

 ■ Red Zone Sports Bar and Grill: 
8 p.m. Wednesdays, 3351 
Panama Lane; 9 p.m. Fridays, 
Downtown Redzone Sports Bar, 
900 Truxtun Ave. 864-9856, 
djcountdown661@gmail.com.

 ■ The Regent: 9 p.m. Fridays, 2814 
Niles St. 871-4140.

 ■ Rusty’s Pizza: 7 p.m. Thursdays, 
5430 Olive Drive; 6:30 p.m. 
Tuesdays, 10824 Rosedale High-
way; and 7 p.m. Fridays, 6675 
Ming Ave. 829-2724.

 ■ Shenanigans Irish Pub: 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays, 4715 Coffee Road, 
Suite E. djcountdown661@
gmail.com.

 ■ Syndicate Lounge: 9 p.m. 
Wednesdays, 1818 Eye St. 
327-0070.

 ■ Stella’s Sandtrap: 9 p.m. Sun-
days, 3312 Niles St. 864-9856. 
djcountdown661@gmail.com.

 ■ The Wright Place: 8 p.m. Thurs-
days, 2695-G Mount Vernon 
Ave. 872-8831.

actors portray 60 characters. With 
the addition or removal of a hat, 
glasses or jacket, one character can 
quickly become another. The set, 
Hefner said, is very spare, which 
allows the play to move easily to 
different settings, including a prai-
rie, a bar, a courtroom, the fence 
and others. As director, Hefner’s 
primary focus is on the characters.

“It’s important that all of these 
characters be depicted as real hu-
man beings, especially when I or 
the actor may disagree with their 
positions on things like LGBTQ 
acceptance,” she said. “The story 
is told using the real words and 
voices of the residents of Laramie 
at that time, so being authentic 
and true to the intention is import-
ant to all of us.”

Hefner said she hopes the play 
will open minds and hearts and 
encourage people to consider the 
similarities they share with people 
they might first see as different. 
Instead of just seeing someone as 

gay, she said, people should see 
them as all the other things they 
are too.

“My personal belief is that if 
we can see others as their whole, 
authentic selves, we will usually 
find that we are more alike than 
we are different,” she said. “And 
that, in turn, can result in new un-
derstanding and acceptance of all 
people.”

“The Laramie Project” starts 
off a full season for BCT, which 
includes three plays never before 
produced locally: “Coney Island 
Christmas,” “Water by the Spoon-
ful” and “Fun Home.” It will also 
do “A Midsummer Night’s Dream” 
and wrap up with the 32nd annual 
“One Act Play Festival” in May.

Hefner said, “BCT is California’s 
oldest continuing theatre, and we 
believe that shows like ‘The Lara-
mie Project’ and the other produc-
tions in our 91st season will also 
show that BCT produces topical, 
relevant art on our stage.”

Kelly Ardis can be reached at 661-
395-7660. Follow her on Twitter at 
@TBCKellyArdis.

‘LARAMIE’
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BY STEFANI DIAS
sdias@bakersfield.com

In theory, every day is a national food holiday, 
but some are more special than others. Today is 
National Taco Day, which Bakersfield seems to 

celebrate every day although without discounts.
A few businesses are celebrating with deals or 

special offers for the big day and this is what we’ve 
seen so far. If you know of any other deals, send 
them to thedish@bakersfield.com.

Pita Paradise, which deserves an award for 
local restaurant most likely to celebrate a national 
food day, delivers tacos. It’s offering your choice 
of chicken shawarma or falafel tacos. Each can be 
ordered in a plate of three with a roasted jalapeno 
and side of hot sauce for $5.

Taco Bell is offering the National Taco Day gift 
set. This “unparalleled collection of four incredi-
ble hard shell tacos” — Crunchy Taco, Fiery, Cool 
Ranch and Nacho Cheese Doritos Locos tacos — is 
$5.50 to send to a friend. Go to nationaltacoday-
giftset.com and send the digital gift card and note, 
then your pal completes their order online and 
picks it up in the store.

Other participants:
Baja Fresh: Get a free taco when you join Club 

Baja.
Cold Stone Creamery: For National Taco Day, 

the ice cream shop will sell waffle tacos that will be 

offered in plain, dipped and sprinkled varieties. (If 
guests prefer their ice cream less hands-on, they 
can order it in a classic waffle bowl or cone option.)

Del Taco: Use this printable coupon (deltaco.
com) to get one free shredded beef taco when you 
buy one.

Rubio’s: Get one free original fish taco with any 
beverage purchase today.

Stefani Dias can be reached at 661-395-7488. Follow 
her on Twitter at @realstefanidias.

Let’s taco ‘bout celebrating a holiday!

COURTESY OF COLD STONE CREAMERY

For National Taco Day today, Cold Stone 
Creamery will sell waffle tacos that will be 
offered in plain, dipped and sprinkled. If guests 
prefer their ice cream less hands-on, they can 
order it in a classic waffle bowl or cone option.


