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TWIRL POWER A swirl of color, dance and music, ‘Joy’ will be presented 
Nov. 23-Dec. 2 in Santa Cruz, and Dec. 7-9 in San Jose. PHOTO: JANA MARCUS

22

N
O

V
E

M
B

E
R

 2
1-

27
, 

20
18

  |
  G

O
O

D
TI

M
E

S
.S

C
  |

  S
A

N
TA

C
R

U
Z.

C
O

M

TANDY BEAL BUILDS A CLASSIC HOLIDAY SHOW  
WITH DANCERS, JUGGLERS, SINGERS, ACROBATS,  
CLOWNS, AND A GIFT FOR MAGIC   

TO THE WORLD

BY CHRISTINA WATERS

‘Joy’ 
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F
ew people can cast a spell simply by entering a room. Tandy Beal 
can. With the carriage of a queen and the grace of a Botticelli sylph, 
the dancer-turned-impresario personifies joie de vivre. Energizing 
a stage or critiquing a new work-in-progress, Beal is as fully alive, 

active, and engaged as it is possible to be. Or at least that’s what it looks 
like to her many students, audiences, and fellow dancers. And it has for 
more decades than seems possible.

Beal of the dark eyes, long limbs, and infamous mane of Pre-Raphaelite hair 
just can’t quit dreaming up ways to win new audiences and re-enchant those 
already converted. She’s been everywhere, collaborated with everyone from 
Frank Zappa to Bobby McFerrin, and directed both the Moscow Circus and Pickle 
Family Circus. Her company, Tandy Beal & Company, has been provoking wonder 
and joy for 43 years. And once you’ve done all that, it’s hard to stop.

And what doesn’t stop is Beal’s faith in the magic of live performance. 
“We’re all in the present moment,” she insists, her eyes shining. “We are 
together. And anything can happen. This moment in real time, with all its 
joys and possibilities, your whole body shares the experience.”

In her life of performative immediacy, Beal and her repertory company 
of dancers, singers, acrobats and clowns invite audiences “to be part of 
something larger than themselves.”

THE REFLECTIVE VOICE
How did Joy come about, I ask the woman I’ve known for 35 years. “Since my 
beginning work, it’s always been two strands,” she says. “One is celebratory, 
the other is reflective.” We reminisce about past works such as Crazy Jane 
and From Blake’s Window. “Most always the questions are around the ‘Wow, 
we’re on this mysterious planet’ realization. I’m overwhelmed by the 
mysterious part.”

She shakes her head as if stilled puzzled by the mystery of it all. “I’m always 
looking to find the reflective voice, then I explore how to create something 
that finds that strand.”

The humor that inflects Beal’s best work is a central part of her personality, 
professionally as well as privately. “Early on, I was doing humor, which at that 
point just wasn’t done in dance—it was considered outré. It wasn’t considered 
serious art.” She raises a skeptical eyebrow. “Making humor takes as much 
discipline, care and practice as making serious work. Humor is serious.” And 
she lets out a full-bodied laugh of pleasure.

In many ways, the graceful woman I’ve watched dance in so many 
productions is an inquisitive girl at heart, moving through the world with huge 
gestures, lots of eye contact, and easy smiles. Always beautiful.

“I came from two Broadway actors. I didn’t have to be taught that 
communication was the basic issue of life. And I live with a man 
[composer Jon Scoville] who is witty and humorous,” she says. “And I’m a 
businesswoman, which is important as we’re in the advanced capitalist era.”

In the business of art, the margins of error are slim these days. “When I step 
onto a stage I instinctively do two things: I count the house, and then I think 
‘can I meet the payroll?’” she says. “Teaching is my day job. It pays the bills.”

25>



myself—what am I doing? And the 
answer was that I want to bring 
some joy to people. So … Joy!"

The newest production for the 
lifelong dancer/choreographer will 
be packed with quintessential Beal 
favorites. “Highlights from the Nut, 
like the Russian hip-hop dance—
very fun. My two dear pals from the 
Pickle Family Circus, great physical 
comedic actors who went on to 
Cirque du Soleil, Jeff Raz and Diane 
Wasnak. These two clowns together 
have a chemistry like Laurel and 
Hardy,” Beal exclaims. “She’s four-
foot-ten and he’s six-two. Well, I 
called them up and said, ‘Let’s get 
back together!’”

Beal immediately realized that 
the scope needed to grow from 
there. “The stage will be alive with 
colorful movement. Acrobatics from 
China, bicycle juggling, Sovoso—an 
award-winning a capella group. And 
circus. Funny, weird, magical,” Beal 
promises.

Once she had the agreement 
of her players—many coming to 
perform from all over the country—
the company met at Beal’s house in 
the redwoods. “We had a costume 

26>

Having spent the summer dancing 
in New York “doing solo work 
again,” she discovered that she 
still had all her own dancerly wits 
about her. Which means that she’ll 
be among those performing in the 
upcoming Holiday Show. Joy will 
include much new material plus 
a few choice nuggets from Mixed 
Nutz, Beal’s updated Nutcracker 
Suite tour de force. “I’ve lived in 
the world of circus—and, for many 
years, of music. Joy is a braid of 
those languages—circus, music, and 
dance. A multilingual production,” 
she says, with a laugh.

SPREADING ‘JOY’
“We need this—we need joy,” says 
Beal. “We did a version of it last 
year, but this time we’ll be at UCSC. 
The Performing Arts Theater is the 
perfect space.”

And the experience, she believes, 
will be quite distinct for both 
performers and audiences. “That 
wrap-around stage—it will be so 
intimate.”

The show’s title evolved after lots 
of brainstorming. Nothing seemed 
quite right. “So I stopped and asked 

<23

SPOKES PERSON Diane Wasnak (Pino) performs with an audience volunteer as 
the a capella group SoVoSo provides musical accompaniment. PHOTO: CLIFF WARNER

BRINGING ‘JOY’ TO THE WORLD
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changes, urging them to move 
farther down stage. “In your mind’s 
eye, you can have your own moment 
before you join the group,” she 
says. Looking to Associate Director 
Rebecca Blair for agreement, Beal 
says, “I think she should be a bit 
earlier,” and then acts out what she 
wants. Wearing a loose men’s shirt 
and stretchy pants, her long hair 
tied back in a knot, Beal improvises 
the desired gestures. It is a mini-
demo of her kinetic style and 
strength.

Seated between the mirrored walls 
and the company of eight dancers 
dressed in shorts, tights, and tank 
tops, I’m treated to a rare inside 
view that is part process and part 
performance. It’s as focused, precise 
and engaging as any Broadway 
show I’ve seen—an acceleration of 
horseplay, bodily adjustments, and 
run-throughs of tricky bits as the 
players practice lifts, somersaults, 
and impossible postures. Tandy 
moves into the group from time to 
time to negotiate with one couple, 
organizing a transition from floor to 
overhead contortions. In between 
the segments, the dancers check 
their arm positions and their facial 
expressions in the wall-to-wall 
mirror.

“Let’s do the whole thing,” she 
suggests, while Blair reminds them 
where the stage lines will be in the 
UCSC Performing Arts stage in the 
round. “Adrienne, we need more 
human body language,” Beal teases 
a dancer who is performing a long-
limbed insect. They rehearse the 
same part again, sculpting precise 
hand and foot gestures—signature 
Tandy Beal gestures, but also 
gestures that guarantee that the 
arc of movement never breaks up, 
continuing far into the space beyond 
the body.

Grace and strength—that’s what 
I’m watching. That’s what it takes 
to make these dance stories. The 
dancer/animals begin to crawl into 
the main scene.

“Take your time,” Beal advises. 
“Close in toward each other. Travel 
a little faster. Claire, keep your body 
in creature world.” Beal illustrates 
“insect steps,” as she and creative 

fitting, and then we all had dinner!” 
During two weeks of rehearsals on 
both sides of the hill, the production 
took shape. Beal knows the music 
they like to work with, and made 
some new suggestions. “They said, 
‘Not quite, but maybe this.’” And 
after plenty of healthy back and 
forth, they landed on what works.

Beal likes to make little 
storyboards of the various scenes, 
drawing rectangles to block out the 
basic overall structure. “Intro and 
extro—those are crucial,” she says.

She admits to being obsessive. 
“And then I bring in the lighting 
designer, and the sound designer. 
I’ve directed some opera, and 
I thought that was the most 
complicated thing. But circus! That 
was complex, and it’s because there 
are so many more elements. Rigging, 
harnesses, extra equipment.” She 
rolls her eyes.

Beal thinks she might be good at 
orchestrating all these elements 
because she’s flexible. “As a child, 
I loved puzzles,” she says. “I like to 
ask, ‘How are we going to do this, 
artfully and technically?’ It amounts 
to a puzzle, and you have to solve it. 
Things can and will go wrong, but 
you have to figure out how to solve 
it, often right there on stage.”

TANGLE OF MOTION
“Does that work?” Beal asks the 
company of eight performers 
rehearsing together at Motion 
Pacific. “You can evolve this,” she 
encourages.

I’ve been invited into the sacred 
space for a few hours. “Weave a 
bit,” she instructs. They regroup 
and begin again. Jungle sounds 
fill the cavernous hall and one 
forest creature in the form of an 
exceptionally nimble dancer begins 
to stretch and explore the space, 
as more creatures twist and rustle 
farther upstage. Bird songs, macaws, 
cicadas. Enter a male “panther,” who 
entwines the original dancer. They 
repeat a sinuous spiral, and before 
you know it, they are part of a large, 
graceful tangle of forms.

Beal follows the performers as 
they move, and calls a few position 
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The performers need to know 
exactly where they have to end up, 
and how to sense the bodies around 
them, in order to get there. It takes 
intuition and plenty of counting. 
They each try some variations—a 
higher leap, or slightly longer 
ripple—to keep things new and 
fresh. “You can’t be dumb and be a 
dancer,” Beal whispers to me.

Next comes a short but 
mesmerizing piece that pays homage 
to early 20th-century expressionist 
dancer Loie Fuller. Now costumed 
in full-length circles of diaphanous 
fabric, and holding unseen sticks to 
extend the reach of their arms, the 
dancers appear to have translucent 
wings of pastel fabric. As they twirl 
and swirl the patterns of curves and 
ovals, waves and cones becomes 
hypnotic, requiring a kinetic sixth 
sense. A butterfly with 12 wings 
suddenly forms in the center of 
this swirling dance. “Toe heel walk 
please, Claire,” Beal urges, prowling 
through the dancers like a leopard.

Even in rehearsal, the music 
and movement cast a spell. Beal, 
with her charismatic posture 
models how each dancer should 
enter the stage. “This whole thing 
is sternum,” she reminds them, 
flinging her arms wide. “It’s about 
opening the heart and feeling 

associate Ron Taylor give feedback 
notes on what was just performed. 
Taylor, who has been with Beal since 
her very first shows in Santa Cruz, 
is “a dancer nonpareil and now acts 
as graphics designer and a creative 
problem-solver on every level,” 
Beal tells me. She then turns her 
attention back to the action. “Kevin, 
the leap out was great!”

CASTING SPELLS
Next, they work on a piece called 
“Ribbon,” in which long ribbons on 
the end of wands amplify each hand 
and arm movement. The dancers 
practice ways of using the ribbons to 
carve great circles and spirals in the 
space above their bodies.

“Is that a good idea?” Beal asks of 
one dancer’s innovation. She may be 
in charge, but she’s nobody’s idea of 
a dictator. Presence and chutzpah 
go into this swirl of circling ribbons, 
and suddenly six dancers are in 
total sync. They cross the stage 
diagonally, forming the central 
tornado of ribbon circles.

“Hold those up over your head,” 
Beal’s protege and longtime 
collaborator Saki tells them. She’s in 
the center of the tornado and needs 
space to wield her pulsating ribbon 
wand.

<26

HEAD TRIP The cast of ‘Joy’ performing their hat tricks. PHOTO: CLIFF WARNER
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WE’LL ALL FLOAT ON OKAY Diane Wasnak as Pino and Jeff Raz as Razz  
with the cast in ‘Joy.’ PHOTO: CLIFF WARNER

until finally all six players are 
transferring all six hats from each 
other’s heads. It’s amazing to watch.

One hat topples to the floor as 
they exit the run-through. “If that 
happens during performance,” Beal 
reminds them, “one of you come 
back to pick it up before the next 
act!”

Beal will join her dancers and 
many other exciting acts when the 
show hits the stage. Switching from 
the role of director to performer 
comes naturally for her.

“I know how to be there,” she 
says. “The stage is home.”

‘Joy—Tandy Beal & Company’s 
Holiday Show with Circus, Dance, 
and Live Music’ will be performed 
Friday, Nov. 23, through Sunday, 
Dec. 2 at UCSC Mainstage Theater, 
453 Kerr Road, Santa Cruz on the 
UCSC campus. It will then move to 
the Hammer Theatre Center, 101 
Paseo de San Antonio, San Jose, for 
performances Dec. 7-9. To purchase 
tickets, go to tandybeal.com/joy.

the magnificence.” They practice 
extending their sticks in lovely 
unison over and over—without 
fidgeting, arguing or devolving 
into separate conversations. Yet 
they all obviously enjoy each other 
and what they’re doing. “Just 
catch enough air in your billows 
to create a cone,” Beal tells them. 
There’s a pause for interpretation, 
refinement of gestures. They 
clarify and strengthen their 
movements. “Practice the butterfly 
at the center of the Loie. Don’t get 
frantic with those rolls! Heart, 
space, light!” says Beal.

“And a side of fries,” adds Taylor. 
Laughter fills the vast rehearsal 
space.

Before I leave, the company runs 
through a caper of physical comedy 
mixed with split-second movement. 
This clever piece involves highly 
expressive clowning plus dance and 
acrobatics, with a side of Michael 
Jackson. They each somersault into 
their hats before juggling them one 
by one—then another, then another, 
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Bubblicious
Crowd-pleasing ’60s oldies get a new spin in Jewel Theatre’s ‘Suds’ BY LISA JENSEN

to Suds is kind of like that. Subtitled 
“The Rocking ’60s Musical Soap 
Opera,” it’s the new Jewel Theatre 
Company production now playing at 
the Colligan Theater.

No, you don’t get to hear the 
original recordings, where you know 

every lick by heart. And, yes, the 
idea behind the show—to weave 
together nearly 50 rock classics 
(OK, a few are a little less than 
classic) into a loose narrative about 
a teenage girl looking for love—is an 
obvious attempt to create a crowd-

B
ack in the pre-digital age, 
before everyone’s earbuds 
were plugged into their 
own personal playlists, 

remember what it used to be like to 
hear some random oldie on the car 
radio that just made you grin? Going 

TOP LOADED Brittany Law, Lee Anne Payne and Diana Torres Koss in Jewel’s ‘Suds.’  PHOTO: STEVE DIBARTOLOMEO

pleaser without having to bother 
writing a bunch of new material. 
But the JTC production is full of 
fun anyway, thanks to a quartet of 
powerhouse vocalists who know how 
to sell the songs we love.

Conceived in San Diego by 

THEATER&

>34

ARTS The 
Power Hour of 
Fun returns P35

MUSIC Birds  
of Chicago find 
resistance in love 
P38

FILM Can you 
forgive Melissa 
McCarthy? P56

HOT 
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Melinda Gilb, Steve Gunderson, and 
Bryan Scott, this bouncy musical 
comedy made its off-Broadway debut 
in 1988, and has been a popular 
staple of regional theater ever 
since. Its only set is a laundromat, 
decorated here by Scenic Designer 
Steve Gerlach with giant, colorful 
murals of vintage Cheer boxes and 
other soap products. Shaun Carroll 
directs with the upbeat energy the 
show demands.

Employee Cindy (Brittany Law), 
is a fresh-faced ingenue having the 
worst day of her life, even though 
it’s her birthday. Among other 
things, her pen-pal boyfriend has 
just dumped her. She tries to end it 
all (wrapping a pair of capris around 
her neck and dangling one end into a 
washing machine on the spin cycle—
sort of an upside-down hanging), 
but her plans are thwarted by a 
couple of guardian angels. Marge 
(Diana Torres Koss) is worldly and 
sarcastic. Dee-Dee (Lee Ann Payne) 
is more of a rah-rah type. But in 
between sniping at each other, they 
set out to convince Cindy, via the 
Tao of pop songs, that life is worth 
living and true love exists.

That’s about it for plot. But the 
always watchable Koss and Payne, 
both great singers, are two of JTC’s 
most reliable performers—and they 
deliver, especially in their big solos. 
(Koss’ “You Don’t Have To Say You 
Love Me” is epic.) Payne also staged 
the lively choreography. Law, too, 
has a big, bright voice; these three 
divas probably don’t even need to be 
miked.

Rounding out the show’s quartet 
is Nick Gallegos as everybody else, 
meaning every man the women 
encounter. He’s a riot in a variety of 
guises and personas, riffing on Elvis 

and Paul Lynde in walk-on bit parts 
like Mr. Postman, Mr. Right, and 
Johnny Angel. A five-person combo 
in matching powder-blue jackets 
that marches in to take its place in 
the upstage balcony keeps the action 
flowing with familiar downbeats and 
song cues.

And while the songs are familiar 
(glance down your row and see 
how many knees are bouncing up 
and down as the tunes roll out), 
the inventive way they’re strung 
together in service to the minimalist 
libretto gives the show its pop. 
“Wishing and Hoping” segues into 
“Tell Him” as a call to romantic 
action. The angels burst into “The 
Loco-Motion” when they mistake 
Cindy’s flailing away at the washing 
machine for a new dance craze.

The songwriters represented on 
the show’s hit parade are a diverse 
bunch, from Burt Bacharach to 
James Brown to Johnny Rivers 
to Otis Redding to Lennon 
and McCartney. Most of these 
tunesmiths are male (with Carole 
King and Phil Spector alumna Ellie 
Greenwich among the exceptions), 
but they were often writing for 
female performers like Lesley Gore, 
the Ronettes, Dusty Springfield, 
Dionne Warwick, and the Supremes, 
who made gigantic hits out of 
them—simple (and catchy) songs 
of heartbreak, yearning, hope, and 
swoony romance.

In other words, perfect material 
for this lightweight laundromat 
operetta.

The Jewel Theatre Company production 
of ‘Suds’ plays through Dec. 2 at the 
Colligan Theater at The Tannery. Call 
425-7506, or visit JewelTheatre.net.

While the songs are familiar (glance down 
your row and see how many knees are 
bouncing up and down as the tunes roll 
out), the inventive way they’re strung 
together in service to the minimalist 
libretto gives the show its pop. 



with other crowd members—and the 
more ridiculous they get, the more 
sublime the experience. With 60 
different prompts over 60 minutes, 
the pace gets both frenetic and 
hilarious, and so—in honor of the 
next Power Hour of Fun coming 
up at the MAH on Thursday, Nov. 
29—I tried to recreate a bit of that 
feeling via a rapid-fire interview 
with Granata in which I like to think 
we tapped into the true spirit of the 
Power Hour. Hold on tight.

Why power? ELISE GRANATA: 
Because we all have it and when 
used correctly, it can be superglue 
between strangers. Why hour? That’s 
all the time we need to get weird. 
And have fun. And maybe make a few 
new friends. Why random prompts? 

Unprompted, I don’t know if people 
would invent secret handshakes with 
each other like they do at Power 
Hour. Why crazy random prompts? 
One hundred people in a room need 
permission to yell at the top of their 
lungs and give each other sharpie 
tattoos. Favorite crazy random prompt? 
“Greet a stranger like you’re old 
friends.” Craziest random prompt 
ever? Group flossing. Who needs 
power hour? Everyone who needs to 
get out of their head and into social 
bungee jumping. Who does power hour 
need? Everyone who is willing to say 
“I can do anything for a minute.” 
How’d you think of this? Riffed off of 
the power hour drinking game and 
made it a sober (if you want it to be) 
social experience. How did the first 

W
hen I went to the very 
first Power Hour of 
Fun in 2014 at the 
Museum of Art and 

History, I had no idea what I was 
in for—but then, neither did the 
rest of the world. At the time, it 
was just a secret plan for a totally 
unique interactive social experience 
brewing in the mind of the MAH’s 
“Community Catalyst” Elise Granata. 
That night, though, it became real.

Oh man, so real. I can sort of 
generally describe the experience 
by saying that Granata leads the 
proceedings from up on stage, 
giving a new prompt for the crowd 
to follow every 60 seconds. These 
prompts range from making a 
particular motion to interacting 

time go for you? It was for my 23rd 
birthday—so beyond my wildest 
dreams. What did you learn the first 
time? We humans need very little 
coaxing to be able to slow dance 
with a stranger or tell someone the 
last time you cried. What was better 
the second time? I removed a minute 
ranking how much we resented our 
fathers. Why is a minute ideal? You 
can do anything for a minute. What’s 
an ideal minute? Being prompted to 
talk about chips to the sounds of 
Salt-N-Pepa. What minutes are less 
than ideal? Every minute you’re not 
at Power Hour. Duh.

BREAK!
Did you enjoy the break? No. I was too 
excited to come back. What do you 
do if the energy is lagging? Become a 
cheerleader on jet fuel. Why is it good 
for social people? It is so much less 
boring than a happy hour. Why is it 
good for shy people? Everyone is out 
of their element, so it is fantastic 
cover to be out of yours, too. Why is it 
in a museum? It is the perfect venue 
for connecting with something 
unfamiliar. Do you ever feel silly? 
Always. Why is good to feel silly? It is 
proof of resilience from your weird 
day, days, year, or years. How do 
you pick the music? I hear it playing 
in Trader Joe’s and think “oh, this 
would be perfect for 100 people to 
catwalk to.” How does the music pick 
you? Whitney Houston whispered 
to me as a newborn baby in 1991 
and told me one day I would use “I 
Wanna Dance With Somebody” to 
help strangers have fun. How do you 
feel afterward? Like I just went to 
a pep rally at a dance club in rock 
’n’ roll heaven and the french fries 
were free. What’s the best compliment 
you’ve gotten? “My girlfriend and 
I started dating because of this.” 
What’s the weirdest suggestion you’ve 
gotten? Blindfolded baked potato 
eating contest. When you wave your 
hands in the air, do you care? No, and 
neither should you.

The Power Hour of Fun will happen on 
Thursday, Nov 29 at the Museum of Art 
and History, 705 Front St., Santa Cruz. 
Warm-up games and mingling begin at 7 
p.m., Power Hour begins at 8 p.m. Tickets 
are $5-$10; go to powerhouroffun.com for 
more information and to buy tickets.

GO TIME Elise Granata leads a Power Hour from the stage last year at the MAH.

Power Play
There’s nothing quite like the Power Hour of Fun BY STEVE PALOPOLI

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT&
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Love During Wartime
Birds of Chicago find hope and empathy in  
trying times BY AARON CARNES

the opposite,” says singer/guitarist 
JT Nero. “It felt like cheating to have 
our own personal little bubble for a 
while. It was nice to shut the doors.”

But the record wasn’t meant to 
exist in a vacuum. It very much 
deals with the process of finding 
joy and expressing love in the midst 
of difficult times. The title track in 
particular is a touching ballad that 
reminds the listener of the humanity 
all around us that’s easy to ignore, 
but powerful to focus on.

“It’s that kind of basic recognition 

of someone else’s soul. That’s the 
crucial DNA for a more loving culture 
in general,” Nero says. “It starts  
with those basic little covenants 
between people. ‘I see you, I got 
you.’ Wartime being a metaphor for 
any condition that negates love. The 
antimatter to love.”

The album’s title and general 
mood suggests the duality of 
trying to find joy and peace in our 
turbulent political times. But at the 
same time, it’s about something 
much more than the Trump era. In 

T
he day President Trump 
was sworn into office 
was a dark day for a lot of 
Americans. But husband-

and-wife duo Birds of Chicago spent 
that day in the studio recording Love 
in Wartime, an uplifting and emotive 
album that drifts beyond the 
traditional folk they’re known for 
into rock ’n’ roll and gospel territory.

“That was a relief, to be able to 
do something that felt joyful and 
something good that we could 
control on a day that felt very much 

TWEET STORM Birds of Chicago perform at Moe’s Alley on Saturday, Nov. 24.

fact, the duo was writing the songs 
before Trump got the nomination.

“Political realities are emblematic 
of deeper wounds,” Nero says. “While 
initially, they didn’t feel explicitly 
political, certainly not partisan, I 
would say the need for a suite of 
songs that dealt with love in all 
its kind of practical and celestial 
applications felt pretty crucial. It felt 
like we’ve been operating at a love-
and-empathy deficit in a way that has 
felt particularly urgent as of late.”

Much of this realization is 
something came to Nero well after 
recording the songs. As he and 
partner Allison Russell were writing 
the songs, they had no idea why.

“As a matter of course, I almost 
try to never be clear about what 
I’m writing,” Nero says. “You’re out 
with your guitar trying to catch 
butterflies, and you see what you 
come up with. A phrase will pop out, 
and I will be singing it a certain way. 
Then it’s more like a detective: Why 
does that phrase not want to let go?”

They wrote some songs during 
the initial songwriting process that 
had a melancholy folksy sound to 
them, but set those aside for an EP 
called American Flowers, which they 
released a few months prior to Love 
in Wartime. The title track from that 
EP has become a show closer for the 
duo. It’s a front-porch sing-along that 
acknowledges the sadness and strife 
of the country, but pairs it with a 
message of hope. (“I have seen American 
flowers all across this land/From the 
banks of the Shenandoah, along the Rio 
Grande/Do not fear the winter blowing in 
the hearts of men/I have seen American 
flowers they will bloom again.”)

“That song I wrote to remind 
myself that good people in this 
country are the rule, and not the 
exception to the rule,” Nero says. 
“No matter how up in arms any 
of us are about what is going on 
politically, deep down we know 
we’re going to have to figure out a 
way to talk to each other and not 
demonize the other side. The only 
way you talk to each other is if you 
remember that we’re all humans.”

Birds of Chicago plays at 9 p.m. on 
Saturday, Nov. 24, at Moe’s Alley, 1535 
Commercial Way, Santa Cruz. $15/adv, 
$20/door. 479-1854.

MUSIC
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MONARCH BUTTERFLY 
TOURS
The monarchs are coming, the monarchs 
are coming! Okay, technically they’re 
already here, but they won’t hang out 
long. Every year, thousands of monarchs 
flock to the Natural Bridges eucalyptus 
trees. They migrate all the way from the 
Rockies—that’s more than 800 miles for 
their little wings to flap. We don’t blame 
them for taking a breather and getting a 
little lovin’ before they turn around and go 
back. They’ll probably be here ’til January, 
but now is the best time to see them in all 
of their glory. 

Tours held at 11 a.m. every Saturday 
and Sunday. Natural Bridges State 
Beach Visitor Center, 2531 W Cliff Drive, 
Santa Cruz. 423-4609. parks.ca.gov. 
free, $10 day use parking. 

WEDNESDAY 11/21
CLASSES
DIGITAL SKILLS WORKSHOPS This weekly 
workshop will help you learn to use the 
digital tools that are increasingly required 
in everyday life. Workshops are hands-on 
and topics change each week. You’ll gain the 
skills to use email, Google Sheets and Docs, 
search for information online, search for how-
tos on YouTube, and get great ebooks and 
audiobooks from the library. 4:30-5:30 p.m. 
Downtown Library, 224 Church St., Santa Cruz. 
santacruzpl.org. Free.

ARGENTINE TANGO Argentine tango classes 
and practice every Wednesday with John and 
Nancy Lingemann at Calvary Episcopal Parish 
Hall. Beginner lesson 7 p.m. Int/adv 8:45 p.m. 
All levels 9:15 p.m. Calvary Episcopal Church, 
532 Center St., Santa Cruz. calvarysantacruz.
org or njlingemann@gmail.com. $3.

FOOD & WINE
DOWNTOWN SANTA CRUZ FARMERS 
MARKET In addition to a large variety of farm 
products, this market offers a great selection of 
local artisan foodstuffs, delicious baked goods 
and lots of options for lunch and dinner. 1-6 
p.m. Cedar and Lincoln streets, Santa Cruz. 
454-0566.

WEDNESDAY NIGHT TRIVIA Grab your 
smartest group of friends and get ready for 
a challenge! We’ve got the rest. Wine. Beer. 
Cider. Tapas. 8-10 p.m. Cantine Wine Pub, 8050 
Soquel Drive, Aptos. Cantinewinepub.com.

FOOD PANTRY Need Food? Visit the Little 
Red Church Food Pantry. Free fresh produce 
and canned goods. BYO bag. 10 a.m. Calvary 
Episcopal Church, 532 Center St., Santa Cruz. 
calvarysantacruz.org. Free.

GROUPS
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS Come join us 
for a friendly 12-Step support group with the 
solution. Teens and adults welcome. Includes 
compulsive overeating, anorexia and bulimia. 
Meets in the church Youth Room, two doors 
down from the corner of Poplar and Melrose. 

See our website for additional times and 
locations. 10:30-11:30 a.m. Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, 420 Melrose Ave., Santa Cruz. 
santacruzoa.org. Free.

PRESCHOOL ADVENTURES AT THE 
MONTEREY BAY MARINE SANCTUARY 
EXPLORATION CENTER Come enjoy weekly 
preschool adventures at the Sanctuary 
Exploration Center with ocean-themed book 
readings, show-and-tell and crafts. Perfect 
for kids ages 2-5. 10-11 a.m. Monterey Bay 
Sanctuary Exploration Center, 35 Pacific Ave., 

Santa Cruz. montereybay.noaa.gov. Free. 

SURVIVOR SUPPORT GROUP Is your partner 
violent or controlling? Have you survived a 
sexual assault? Monarch Services~Servicios 
Monarca offers a safe, supportive space. 
Childcare activities provided. 6-7:30 p.m. 
Monarch Services, 1509 Seabright Ave., Santa 
Cruz. monarchscc.org. Free.

HEALTH
B12 HAPPY HOUR Come and get your 

GREEN FIX

MONDAY 11/26 
HAMPTON SIDES ‘ON  
DESPERATE GROUND’
New York Times best-selling author Hampton Sides is coming to Santa Cruz to talk 
about his new book that details acts of heroism by marines in the Korean War. Also 
an Outside magazine editor and National Geographic contributor, among many 
other things, Sides is a narrative nonfiction expert. On Desperate Ground tells a war 
tale as old as time, but still terrifying relevant. 

7 p.m. Bookshop Santa Cruz, 1520 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz. 423-0900.  
bookshopsantacruz.com. Free. Photo: Kurt Markus. 
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‘LAY OF THE LAND’
The Museum of Art and History’s latest 
exhibit is all about Chile native Rodrigo 
Valenzuela, who was waiting for work at 
Home Depot as a day laborer 10 years 
ago. Today, he is a professional artist 
and UCLA professor. While his abstract 
landscapes may seem to be of familiar 
places like Joshua Tree, his work is 
actually a mish-mosh of American and 
Chilean landscapes, with some foosball 
and film for good measure. The work 
portrays the obstacles immigrants face in 
making the United States feel like home.

Show runs through Sunday, Feb. 17 
with an artists talk on Thursday, Jan. 17. 
Museum of Art and History, 705 Front 
St., Santa Cruz. 429-1964. santacruz-
mah.org. $10 general admission, free 
on First Fridays. 

ART SEEN

CALENDAR

Free calendar listings in print and online are available for community events. Listings show up online within 24 hours. Submissions of 
free events and those $15 or less received by Thursday at noon, six days prior to the Good Times publication date, will be prioritized for 
print (space available). All listings must specify a day, start time, location and price (or ‘free’ if applicable). Listings can be set to repeat 
every week or month, and can be edited by the poster as needed. Ongoing events must be updated quarterly. It is the responsibility of 
the person submitting an event to cancel or modify the listing. Register at our website at santacruz.com in order to SUBMIT EVENTS 
ONLINE. E-mail calendar@goodtimes.sc or call 458.1100 with any questions.

See hundreds 
more events 
at santacruz.
com. 



7 p.m. Motion Pacific, 131 Front St., Santa Cruz. 
salsagente.com. 

FOOD & WINE 
OPEN MIC NIGHT FEAT. POP-UP KITCHEN 
Open Mic Night at the Santa Cruz Food Lounge 
every third Thursday. This month features a 
pop-up kitchen meal with food from Moles & 
Oaxacan Cuisine. Featuring the talents of local 
musicians. Come out, enjoy with friends and 
family, or take a turn behind the mic. Our craft 
bar will be serving up local brews and cocktails. 
5:30-9 p.m. Santa Cruz Food Lounge, 1001 
Center St., Santa Cruz. scfoodlounge.com. 

THANKSGIVING DAY DINNER Join us for 
Thanksgiving day dinner! Enjoy a festive buffet 
dinner the whole family will enjoy. Noon-6 p.m. 
Chaminade Resort and Spa, 1 Chaminade 
Lane, Santa Cruz. chaminade.com. $65/$20.

MAKING MUSIC WITH OUR FRIENDS 
Come sing, drink, eat, and enjoy a night of 
music and fun. Every fourth Thursday of the 
month is Making Music with our Friends. Sheet 
music will be provided. 6-9 p.m. Santa Cruz 
Food Lounge, 1001 Center St., Santa Cruz. 
scfoodlounge.com. Free.

GROUPS
SUPPORT GROUP FOR SURVIVORS OF 
CHILD SEXUAL ABUSE: WOMEN’S GROUP 
We provide a safe and supportive environment 
for healing from child sexual abuse. Together 
we break through isolation, develop healthy 
coping skills, reduce shame, and build healthy 
boundaries. 6 p.m. Family Service Agency of 
the Central Coast, 2901 Park Ave., Suite A3, 
Soquel. 423-7601. 

OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS Overeaters 
Anonymous is a 12-Step support program for 
those who wish to stop compulsive eating, 
including anorexia and bulimia. 1 p.m. Trinity 
Presbyterian Church, 420 Melrose Ave., Santa 
Cruz. 476-8291. Free.

THURSDAY NIGHT BINGO Thursday Night 
bingo, paying out up to $10,000 per night. All 
proceeds benefit local schools academics, 
art, theater, and athletics. When you play our 
children win. 4 p.m. Santa Cruz Portuguese Hall, 
216 Evergreen St., Santa Cruz. falconclub.org. 

S+LAA MENS’ MEETINGS+LAA MENS’ 
MEETING Having trouble with compulsive 
sexual or emotional behavior? Recovery is 
possible. Our small 12-step group allows 
feedback and meets every Thursday. 7:30 p.m. 
The Barn Studio, 104 S Park Way, Santa Cruz. 
Free.

FRIDAY 11/23 
MISSION BUILDING GAME 
They say board games never go out of style, and this proves it. Mission Building is a 
board game set in the 18th century, where you spend Spanish real coins and roll the 
sheep’s knucklebone to determine the fate of your own mission. The game is geared 
for ages eight and up, and happens rain or shine. 

3-4:30 p.m. Santa Cruz Mission State Historic Park, 144 School St., Santa Cruz.  
425-5849. parks.ca.gov. Free. 

Happy Hour B12 shot. Your body 
needs B12 to create energy and is not well 
absorbed from the diet or in capsule form. 
Everyone can benefit from a B12 shot. After B12 
injections many patients feel a natural boost 
in energy. 3-6 p.m. Santa Cruz Naturopathic 
Medical Center, 736 Chestnut St., Santa Cruz. 
477-1377 or scnmc.com. $29/$17. 

B12 HAPPY HOUR B12 deficiencies are 
common, as the vitamin is used up by stress, 
causing fatigue, depression, anxiety, insomnia 
and more. Not well absorbed in the gut, 
B12 injections can be effective in helping 
to support energy, mood, sleep, immunity, 
metabolism and stress resilience. Come get 
a discounted shot from 1:30-4:30 p.m. Thrive 
Natural Medicine, 2840 Park Ave., Soquel. 
thrivenatmed.com/b12-injections or 515-8699. 
$15. 

MUSIC
OPEN MIC NIGHT Open Mic Night every 
Wednesday in Capitola Village. Join us at the 
new Cork and Fork Capitola. All are welcome. 
Always free, always fun. Awesome wines by 
the glass or bottle, Discretion beer on tap, 
handmade pizzas and great small-plate 
dishes. 7 p.m. Cork and Fork, 312 Capitola Ave., 
Capitola. corkandforkcapitola.com. Free.

TOBY GRAY REEF PONO WEDNESDAYS 
Toby takes on songs made famous by the 
Eagles, Beatles, Bob Dylan, Peter Rowan, Bob 
Marley, and many other classic artists adding 
his own interpretations and owning the songs. 
6:30 p.m. The Reef Bar and Restaurant, 120 
Union St., Santa Cruz. 459-9876.

WORLD HARMONY CHORUS The World 
Harmony Chorus is a community chorus that 
welcomes participants of all ages and ability 42
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levels. There are no auditions nor entrance 
requirements. 7:15-9:15 p.m. Louden Nelson 
Community Center, 301 Center St., Santa Cruz. 
instantharmony.com. 

THURSDAY 11/22
ARTS
COFFEE TALK AND CRAFTS Come to the 
Sempervirens Room next to park headquarters 
for free coffee or hot chocolate! This is a great 
way to start your day in Big Basin. Docents will be 
happy to answer your questions about the park 
and help get you going on the right trail. And bring 
the kids for a fun craft activity. 10 a.m. Big Basin 
Redwoods State Park, 21600 Big Basin Way, 
Boulder Creek. thatsmypark.org. $10/Free.

CLASSES
TRIYOGA BASICS/THERAPEUTIC YOGA 
TriYoga flows are presented with personalized 
guided alignment assistance. Everyone 
is welcome. 9:30 a.m. Triyoga Center, 708 
Washington St., Santa Cruz. 310-589-0600. $15. 

MOM & BABY CONNECTION Nursing 
Mothers Counsel and Luma Yoga host a weekly 
Mom & Baby Connection support group. Every 
family presents their own unique situations 
and challenges. This is a time to get together 
with other moms in a group setting to explore 
and discuss the tips and tricks of successful 
breastfeeding, and much more. 1:30-2:30 p.m. 
Luma Yoga and Family Center, 1010 Center St., 
Santa Cruz. lumayoga.com. Free. 

COMMUNITY PILATES CLASS Community 
Pilates class led by Pilates Instructor Jennifer 
Balboni. Drop-in any Tuesday or Thursday for 
a fun and challenging 60-minute core-based 
flowing strength class. Bring your own mat. 10 
a.m. Temple Beth El, 3055 Porter Gulch Road, 
Aptos. tbeaptos.org. Free.

POWER VINYASA FLOW YOGA Surf your 
edge in this energetic, inspired yoga flow 
designed to help you dive deep into your 
personal power. Instructor Tim Brattan will 
lead you through a fun sequence to move, 
sweat, smile, detox, discover, focus and play 
on the mat. Designed for all levels you’ll build 
strength, endurance, flexibility, balance and 
concentration. 5-6:15 p.m. DiviniTree Yoga and 
Arts Studio, 1043-B Water St., Santa Cruz. 
oneyoga.org. 

SALSA Salsa dance Cuban-style. Featuring 
Salsa Suelta and Casino partner dancing. Drop-
in class on Thursday's, open for all intermediate 
dancers. No partner required, ages 16 and up. 



HEALTH
B12 HAPPY HOUR B12 helps support energy, 
mood, sleep, immunity, metabolism and 
stress resilience. Since B12 is not absorbed 
well during digestion, and all B vitamins are 
depleted by stress, most Americans are 
deficient. Having B12 in the form of an injection 
bypasses the malabsorption problem, and 
people often feel an immediate difference. 
Every Thursday morning, we offer discounted 
vitamin B12 by walk-in or appointment. 9 a.m.-
Noon. Thrive Natural Medicine, 2840 Park Ave., 
Soquel. thrivenatmed.com or 515-8699. $15. 

MEDICARE MADE EASY 2019 Are you ready 
for the new Medicare changes? Come hear a 
free presentation designed to help you navigate 
the changes coming in 2019. New plans are 
available for Santa Cruz County residents. 2-3 
p.m. Watsonville Senior Center, 114 E. 5th St., 
Watsonville. pattifagan.com. Free.

MUSIC
THE SANTA CRUZ TREMOLOS SINGING 
GROUP FOR PEOPLE WITH PARKINSON’S 
Singing is known to be a good voice-
strengthening exercise for people with 
Parkinson’s disease. Santa Cruz County has 
an ongoing singing group for people with 
Parkinson’s and their caregivers. 1-2:30 p.m. 
The Episcopal Church, 125 Canterbury Drive, 
Aptos. easepd.org/singing. Free.

FRIDAY 11/23
ARTS
MAKE & EXPLORE Join us this afternoon 
to make something creative or make a new 
discovery. We are partnering with the Santa 
Cruz Children’s Museum of Discovery to offer 
this weekly program through the fall. We will be 
in their Tinkerlab room. The program is most 
suitable for 6- to 12-year-olds. 2-4 p.m. Santa 
Cruz Children’s Museum of Discovery, 1855 
41st Ave., Capitola. sccmod.org. Free.

‘MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET, THE PLAY’ 
MCT is proud to present the 10th production 
of its very own version of the heartwarming 
holiday classic, Miracle on 34th Street, the Play 
based on the 1947 Oscar-winning movie. 8 p.m. 
Mountain Community Theater, 9400 Mill St., 
Ben Lomond. mctshows.org. $20/$17/$10.

RECORD STORE DAY BLACK FRIDAY It’s 
that time of year again. We have a bunch of 
limited edition Record Store Day vinyl releases 
on this special day. We’ll be opening an hour 
early and early birds will get a goodie bag 44
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<42 with the purchase of any RSD items.10 a.m. 
Streetlight Records, 939 Pacific Ave., Santa 
Cruz. streetlightrecords.com. Free.

‘SUDS: THE ROCKING ’60S MUSICAL SOAP 
OPERA’ This high energy, hilarious musical 
tells the story of a down-on-her-luck laundress 
named Cindy and the colorful guardian angels 
who come to teach her about finding true love. 
SUDS is loaded with good clean fun, bubbling 
energy and more than 50 well-known songs 
that topped the charts in the 1960s. 8 p.m. The 
Colligan Theater, 1010 River St., Santa Cruz. 
jeweltheatre.net. $50/$45/$27.

CLASSES
CHAIR YOGA WITH SUZI Instructor Suzi 
Mahler, CMT, NE will guide you through a 
series of gentle seated yoga postures that are 
performed slowly and with breath awareness. 
This wonderfully therapeutic practice will 
help you increase strength and range of 
motion. 9:30 a.m. California Grey Bears, 2710 
Chanticleer Ave., Santa Cruz. 234-6791. $5. 

SALSA NIGHT Intermediate and beginner 
salsa lessons, and afterward join us for a hot 
salsa dance party with DJ CongaBoy. Check out 
our website for more information. 7:30-11:30 
p.m. El Palomar Ballroom, 1344 Pacific Ave., 
Santa Cruz. 426-1221 or palomarballroom.com. 
$14/$6. 

SAMOAN LANGUAGE SCHOOL The objective 
is to learn to speak and write simple Samoan 
words and sentences. Each series will build 
on what you learned from the previous series. 
Lessons geared toward those with very little to 
no knowledge of Samoan. 4-5 p.m. Te Hau Nui 
Dance Studio, 924 Soquel Ave., Santa Cruz. 
tehaunuidance.com. 

TAHITIAN DANCE WITH LIVE DRUMMING 
Learn the exciting, aerobic Ori Tahiti with Yola 
and Siaosi! Build a solid foundation in Tahitian 
dance. This grounded form emphasizes strong, 
fast hip circles and accents. Learn to dance 
solo and with a group. Original choreography 
by Yola. Bring a sarong to tie around the hips. 
5:15-6:15 p.m. Te Hau Nui Dance Studio, 924 
Soquel Ave., Santa Cruz. tehaunuidance.com. 

ART OF BELLYDANCE WITH YOLA Embrace 
your Inner Goddess through this sensuous, 
sacred, Divinely Feminine dance form. Original 
choreography by Yola. Learn body isolation, 
taxim undulations, belly rolls, floor work, drum 
solo, veil technique, finger cymbal rhythms and 
sword work. Bring a scarf to tie around your 
hips. 6:30-7:45 p.m. Te Hau Nui Dance Studio, 
924 Soquel Ave., Santa Cruz. tehaunuidance.
com. 



Guests. Every third Friday. Event is 21 and 
up. 8:30 p.m. The Sand Bar, 211 Esplanade, 
Capitola. santacruzreggae.com. Free.

OUTDOOR
REDWOOD GROVE LOOP WALK Join us for 
this fun and informative guided half-mile stroll 
through a magnificent old-growth redwood 
forest. Meet the famous Mother Tree, the 
Father of the Forest and the incredible Chimney 
Tree on this 90-minute walk. 11 a.m. Big Basin 
Redwood State Park, 21600 Big Basin Way, 
Boulder Creek. Thatsmypark.org. Free.

SATURDAY 11/24
ARTS
SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY If you’re a 
subscriber to our weekly email newsletter, 
you’ll get 25 percent off all used items. If you’re 
not, just sign up on the spot and we’ll give 
you the discount. Shop local and help your 
community prosper. Small Business Saturday 
is a day to show your support for local, 
independent businesses by making purchases 
at your favorite small businesses. 10 a.m. 
Streetlight Records, 939 Pacific Ave., Santa 
Cruz. streetlightrecords.com.

MOSS LANDING ARTS AND CRAFTS 
HOLIDAY SALE The fifth annual Moss Landing 
Arts and Crafts Sale will have 17 artists from 
Santa Cruz and Monterey counties, with 
affordable crafts. It is held at the unique house 
of Nancy Russell in Moss Landing. 10 a.m. 
Moss Landing Arts and Crafts, 10942 Pieri 
Court, Moss Landing. mlartscrafts.com. Free. 

CLASSES
ZEN MEDITATION & DISCUSSION Ocean 
Gate Zen Center. Meditation and talk on Zen 
Buddhism. Every Saturday. All are welcome. 
9 a.m. Ocean Gate Zen Center, 920 41st 
Ave., Suite B, Santa Cruz. 824-7900 or 
oceangatezen.org. Free.

INTERMEDIATE TRIYOGA CLASS TriYoga 
flows are presented with personalized, guided 
alignment assistance. With Jamie Andres-
Larsen. For levels 1 and 2. 10:30 a.m. Triyoga 
Center, 708 Washington St., Santa Cruz. 310-
589-0600. $15. 

COME AS YOU ARE ZEN This is an informal 
Saturday morning program focused on 
investigating Buddhist teachings for creating 
ease and skillful response in our daily life. The 
program begins with meditation followed by 
a dharma talk by one of our teachers: >46 45
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SANTA CRUZ CONTRA DANCE Traditional 
Dancers of Santa Cruz are hosting a contra 
dance.  Claire Takemori calls to tunes played by 
Battle Mountain String Band (Mike Lewenski, 
Chris Jong, Mathew Harmon).  Contra dance 
does not require previous experience and you 
don’t need to bring a partner.  New dancers 
are encouraged to attend a free lesson at 6:40 
p.m. 7-10 p.m. Live Oak Grange, 1900 17th Ave., 
Santa Cruz. santacruzdance.org.  $20/$12/$8. 

FOOD & WINE
WATSONVILLE FARMERS MARKET This 
market is in the heart of the famously bountiful 
Pajaro Valley. Peaceful and family-oriented, the 
Latino heritage of this community gives this 
market a “mercado” feel. 2-7 p.m. 200 Main St., 
Watsonville.

GROUPS
VISIT THE FRIENDS BOOKSTORE 
From children’s to young adult, antique to 
contemporary, and cultural to local interest, 
Friends’ Bookstore has something for every 
reader. Come find affordable, diverse books 
galore at the Friends of the Santa Cruz Public 
Libraries’ Bookstore in the Downtown Santa 
Cruz Library today. 10 a.m.-4 p.m. Santa Cruz 
Public Library, 224 Church St., Santa Cruz. 
fscpl.org. Free.

#WEGOTCHU A benefit for Monarch Services. 
The diverse entertainment line-up consists of 
Venegas, an all-star cast of Bay Area musicians 
who play genres such as Afro-Brazilian, 
underground rock ’n’ roll, R&B, and folk music, 
versoul, an alternative hip-hop artist, Iris 
Benson, a comedian, and River Navaille, a folk-
funk acoustic musician. 8 p.m. Michael’s on 
Main, 2591 Main St., Soquel. wegotchunov24.
brownpapertickets.com. $10. 

HEALTH
VITAMIN B12 FRIDAY Every Friday is B12 
Happy Hour at Thrive Natural Medicine. B12 
improves energy, memory, mood, immunity, 
sleep, metabolism and stress resilience. Come 
on down for a discounted shot and start your 
weekend off right! Walk-ins only. 3-6 p.m. 
Thrive Natural Medicine, 2840 Park Ave., 
Soquel. thrivenatmed.com/b12-injections or 
515-8699. $15.

MUSIC
FULLJOY FRIDAYS REGGAE PARTY Reggae 
and Dancehall Favorites in the mix all night with 
DJ Spleece and ¡Ay Que Linda! plus Special 



Rev. Daijaku Kinst or Rev. Shinshu 
Roberts. Talks are for both the beginner as well 
as the advanced practitioner. 9 a.m. Ocean 
Gate Zen, 920 41st Ave. Suite F, Santa Cruz. 
oceangatezen.org. Free.

FAMILY ART CLASS: CHARLIE BROWN 
CHRISTMAS TREE FOR AGES 7+ Join us in 
our Family Room for a family friendly event. 
Please note: This class is for ages 7 to adult 
and is a non-alcoholic event. No experience 
necessary and all art supplies are included. 
Guests may bring in any food or non-alcoholic 
beverages to enjoy throughout the class. 11a.m. 
The Painted Cork Art Studio, 1129 Soquel Ave., 
Santa Cruz. paintedcork.com. $35.

FOOD & WINE
APTOS FARMERS MARKET AT CABRILLO 
COLLEGE Voted Good Times best farmers 
market in Santa Cruz County. With more 
than 90 vendors, the Aptos Farmers 
Market offers an unmatched selection of 
locally-grown produce and specialty foods. 
8 a.m.-Noon, Saturdays, Cabrillo College. 
montereybayfarmers.org or akeller@
montereybayfarmers.org. Free.

WESTSIDE FARMERS MARKET The Westside 
Farmers Market takes place every week at 
the corner of Highway 1 and Western Drive, 
situated on the northern edge of Santa Cruz’s 
greenbelt. This market serves the communities 
of the west-end of Santa Cruz, including 
Bonny Doon, North Coast, UCSC Campus and 
is a short trip from downtown. 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Mission Street and Western Drive, Santa Cruz. 
454-0566. 

PARTNER YOGA AND WINE TASTING 
Share sacred energy the second and fourth 
Saturdays of each month at Poetic Cellars 
Winery. Wine tasting will follow the class. 10 
a.m.-Noon. Poetic Cellars, 5000 N. Rodeo 
Gulch Rd., Soquel. 462-3478. 

GROUPS
OVEREATERS ANONYMOUS Speaker/
Discussion meeting. Have a problem with 
food? OA is a 12-Step support group to stop 
compulsive eating behaviors. 9 a.m. Calvary 
Episcopal Church, 532 Center St., Santa Cruz. 
santacruzoa.org or 423-8787. Free.

HEALTH
B12 HAPPY HOUR Come and get your Happy 
Hour B12 shot. Your body needs B12 to create 
energy and is not well absorbed from the diet 
or in capsule form. Everyone can benefit from 

a B12 shot! After B12 injections many patients 
feel a natural boost in energy. 10 a.m.-Noon. 
Santa Cruz Naturopathic Medical Center, 736 
Chestnut St., Santa Cruz. 477-1377 or scnmc.
com. $29/$17.

MUSIC
A GALA GOURD MUSIC CELEBRATION 
Gourd Music, the Santa Cruz independent 
record label acclaimed for its distinctive part-
folk, part-classical sound, presents one of its 
perennially popular all-acoustic revues. 7:30-
9:30 p.m. Resource Center for Nonviolence, 
612 Ocean St., Santa Cruz. gourd.com. $20.

OUTDOOR
CASTLE ROCK FALLS AND GOAT ROCK 
OVERLOOK HIKE Join us on a hike to 
Castle Rock, Castle Rock Falls and Goat Rock 
Overlook. During this trip, we will discuss 
Castle Rock’s unique geology, rock climbing 
history and various important preservationists 
that helped give Castle Rock State Park the 
protections we have today. This 3-mile, 2.5-
hour hike is considered moderate due to the 
rocky sections that require the use of hands 
and feet to climb over. 11 a.m. Castle Rock 
State Park, 1500 Skyline Blvd, Los Gatos. 
thatsmypark.org. Free.

OLD-GROWTH REDWOOD TOURS Are 
there different kinds of redwoods? How do 
coastal redwoods grow to become the tallest 
organisms on Earth? Why are there so few old 
growth trees left? How important are banana 
slugs to the redwood ecosystems? Answer 
these questions and more every Saturday 
on our Redwood Grove Walks. 11 a.m. Henry 
Cowell Redwoods State Park, 101 N. Big Trees 
Park Road, Felton. thatsmypark.org. $10/Free.

HIKE TO OCEAN VIEW SUMMIT Escape the 
crowds on this 6-mile loop through shaded 
forest to a hilltop view of the coast. Join docent 
Steve Stolper as we climb the Meteor Trail 
through the trees, gaining 600 feet before 
emerging at Ocean View Summit. After a 
relaxed lunch we descend back into the forest 
and return to headquarters. Bring at least one 
liter of water, lunch, snacks, and appropriate 
clothing. 10 a.m. Big Basin Redwood State 
Park, 21600 Big Basin Way, Boulder Creek. 
Thatsmypark.org. Free.

OLD COVE LANDING TRAIL WALK On 
this two-hour natural history excursion, you 
will explore the plants, animals, and geology 
of the spectacular coastal bluffs. Meet at 
the interpretive center. Bring snack, water, 
binoculars, and good walking shoes. 

<45
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Rain cancels. 11 a.m. Wilder Ranch 
State Park, 1401 Coast Road, Santa Cruz. 
thatsmypark.org. $10/Free.

RANCH TOURS Discover what life was like 
a century ago on this innovative dairy ranch. 
This hour-long tour includes the 1897 Victorian 
home, 1859 Gothic Revival farmhouse, 1896 
water-powered machine shop, barns and 
other historic buildings. 1 p.m. Wilder Ranch 
State Park, 1401 Coast Road, Santa Cruz. 
thatsmypark.org. Free.

VOLUNTEER
VOLUNTEER TO FEED THE HUNGRY WITH 
FOOD NOT BOMBS We need help sharing 
vegan meals with the hungry every Saturday 
and Sunday in downtown Santa Cruz: Cooking 
from noon-3 p.m, 418 Front St., Santa Cruz. 
515-8234. Serving from 4-6 p.m. at the Post 
Office, 840 Front St., Santa Cruz.

Suite C, Santa Cruz. yogawithirene.com. 

ONE-ON-ONE TECH TUTORING One of 
our tech-savvy librarians will help you with a 
variety of technology services during weekly 
drop-in 20-30 minute appointments. First 
come, first served appointments are taken in 
order of appearance. Topics include: creating 
an email account, creating Word documents, 
downloading and streaming content like 
movies, books, and audiobooks, and more. 
Please bring your own device. 4-6 p.m. Santa 
Cruz Public Library, 240 Church St., Santa 
Cruz. santacruzpl.org. Free. 

GROUPS
PUBLIC SPEAKING MONDAYS, 
DOWNTOWN TOASTMASTERS Santa Cruz 
Orators are a eclectic group of Toastmasters 
meeting every Monday during lunchtime to 
help members improve public speaking and 
leadership skills. Guests are always welcome 
to come check out meetings; drop-ins are 
definitely encouraged. 12:15 p.m. Arts Council 
Santa Cruz County, 1070 River St., Santa Cruz. 
meetup.com/SantaCruzOratorsToastmasters/
events/. Free.

TRANS & ALLIES AA SUPPORT GROUP The 
Diversity Center’s Trans AA group serves to 
provide a self-supporting environment for trans 
folks and allies who are seeking assistance with 
their substance use. The primary purpose of AA 
is to carry its message of recovery, treatment 
and sobriety. 8-9 p.m. The Diversity Center 
in Santa Cruz, 1117 Soquel Ave., Santa Cruz. 
diversitycenter.org.

YOGA OF 12-STEP RECOVERY Yoga of 
12-Step Recovery is an addiction and recovery 
relapse program that combines the practical 
tools of 12-step programs and the wisdom 
and practices of yoga. Each weekly 90 minute 
meeting includes a time for yoga-themed 
sharing about addiction and a gentle yoga 
practice. 6-7:30 p.m Yoga Center Santa Cruz, 
429 Front St., Santa Cruz. y12sr.com. Free.

FOOD & WINE
TRIVIA Discover the Joy of Trivia with your 
friends! Win food and beer for your otherwise 
trivial knowledge. 7:30 p.m. Rosie McCann’s 
Irish Pub, 1220 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz. 
rosiemccanns.com. Free.

TUESDAY 11/27
ARTS
CHRISTMAS WITH DICKENS Charles 

SUNDAY 11/25
ARTS
SUNDAY SEASIDE CRAFTS Make it and take 
it! Come create and take home a fun souvenir, 
an activity for the whole family to share. Join 
the hands-on fun in the crafts room every 
Sunday. 1-3 p.m. Seymour Marine Discovery 
Center, 100 McAllister Way, Santa Cruz. 
seymourcenter.ucsc.edu.

‘MIRACLE ON 34TH STREET, THE PLAY’ 
MCT is proud to present the 10th production 
of its very own version of the heartwarming 
holiday classic, Miracle on 34th Street, the Play, 
based on the 1947 Oscar-winning movie. 2 p.m. 
Mountain Community Theater, 9400 Mill St., 
Ben Lomond. mctshows.org. $20/$17/$10.

MUSIC
STEADY SUNDAZE REGGAE All-ages reggae 
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in Santa Cruz outside on the patio at the Jerk 
House with DJ Daddy Spleece and DJ Ay Que 
Linda plus guest DJs in the mix. 1-5 p.m. The 
Jerk House, 2525 Soquel Drive, Santa Cruz. 
316-7575. Free.

OUTDOOR
WATSONVILLE NATURE WALKS Come 
experience the incredible bird life that the 
Wetlands of Watsonville have to offer. Located 
along the globally important Pacific Flyway, the 
Wetlands of Watsonville provide a resting stop 
for birds on their migratory journey. 1:30 p.m. 
City of Watsonville Nature Center, 130 Harkins 
Slough Road, Watsonville. cityofwatsonville.
org. Free.

THE ROAD LESS TRAVELED: A DOG-
FRIENDLY WALK On this dog-friendly walk, 
we travel North Escape Road, a paved road 
closed to traffic. We tour stunning old-growth 
redwood groves along beautiful Opal Creek. 
We'll discuss redwood ecology and park history 
while exploring the deep shade of the redwood 
forest. This is a fun and easy, 3-mile, 2-hour walk 
with docent Diane Shaw. 9:30 a.m. Big Basins 
Redwood State Park, 21600 Big Basin Way, 
Boulder Creek. thatsmypark.org. $10/Free.

REDWOOD GROVE LOOP WALK Join us for 
this fun and informative guided half-mile stroll 
through a magnificent old-growth redwood 
forest. Meet the famous Mother Tree, the 
Father of the Forest and the incredible Chimney 
Tree on this 90-minute walk. 11 a.m. Big Basin 
Redwood State Park, 21600 Big Basin Way, 
Boulder Creek. Thatsmypark.org. Free.

MONDAY 11/26
ARTS
POETRY OPEN MIC A project of the 
Legendary Collective, the weekly Santa Cruz 
Word Church poetry open mic is a community 
of local writers who recognize the power of 
spoken word. They gather every Monday for 
a community writing workshop, then host 
a 15-slot open mic followed by a different 
featured poet each week. 4 p.m. Santa Cruz 
Museum of Art and History, 705 Front St., 
Santa Cruz. santacruzmah.org. Free. 

CLASSES
SLOW VINYASA (ALL LEVELS) Slow 
Vinyasa (with adaptations for injuries) is an 
all-levels class—Gentle Yoga practitioners are 
welcome. Enjoy this lovely Zen space with a fun 
assortment of props; mats are available at no 
charge. Marks Stephens Yoga, 1010 Fair Ave. 

SATURDAY 11/24 
BIRDING FOR BEGINNERS 
Anyone can do birding anytime, anywhere—can’t say that for much else in life. Some 
of the benefits of birding include not only a greater awareness of wildlife, but also 
new friends, both literally and figuratively. (Birds are friends, right? Or is that fish?) 
Either way, there are plenty of experienced birders in and around Santa Cruz to lead 
the way in birding etiquette, Jim Williams being one of them. Williams will talk about 
birding in Henry Cowell State Park, and answer any and all flying friend-related 
questions. Bring a water bottle and comfy footwear. 

8 a.m. Henry Cowell Redwoods State Park, 101 N Big Trees Park Road, Felton. 335-7077. 
thatsmypark.org. Free, $10 parking pass. 
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Dickens just wants to talk about his book, A 
Christmas Carol, but what happens when 
Scrooge, Tiny Tim, Mrs. Catherine Dickens, 
and the Ghost of Christmas Present show up? 
Chaos, confusion, conflict, and complaints, just 
like a normal holiday gathering. 7-8 p.m. Santa 
Cruz Public Library, 240 Church St., Santa 
Cruz. Free.

CLASSES
CHAIR YOGA WITH SUZI Instructor Suzi 
Mahler, CMT, NE will guide you through a 
series of gentle seated yoga postures that are 
performed slowly and with breath awareness. 
This wonderfully therapeutic practice will 
help you increase strength and range of 
motion. 9:30 a.m. California Grey Bears, 2710 
Chanticleer Ave., Santa Cruz. 234-6791. $5. 

WOMENCARE: LAUGHTER YOGA Laughter 
yoga for women with cancer meets the second 
and fourth Tuesdays. Pre registration required. 
3:30-4:30 p.m. Inner Light Center, 5630 Soquel 
Drive, Soquel. fsa-cc.org/womencare/. Free.

HOMEWORK HELP Drop-in homework help 
for students through grade 12. 3-5 p.m. Various 
locations throughout the county. santacruzpl.
org. Free. 

COMMUNITY PILATES CLASS Community 
Pilates Class led by Pilates Instructor Jennifer 
Balboni. Drop-in any T/Th beginning for a 
fun and challenging 60-minute core-based 
flowing strength class. Bring your own mat. 10 
a.m. Temple Beth El, 3055 Porter Gulch Road, 
Aptos. tbeaptos.org. Free.

FOOD & WINE
TACO TUESDAY IN SOQUEL Taco Tuesdays 
are happening at Anna Jean Cummings Park 
/ Blue Ball Park every fourth Tuesday of the 
month. Follow @foodtrucksagogo to see which 
food trucks are going. They will be serving 
specialty tacos along with their signature 
dishes. 5-7:30 p.m. Anna Jean Cummings 
Park, 461 Old San Jose Road, Soquel. 
foodtrucksagogo.com. Free. 

OUTDOORS
EXPLORING BIG BASIN Learn about 
redwoods, forest plants, fires, history and more 
on these fun, varied hikes with docent Diane 
Shaw. Hikes are 5-8 miles and last up to five 
hours. We go rain or shine, but strong winds 
may cancel. Meet at park headquarters. 9:30 
a.m. Big Basins Redwood State Park, 21600 
Big Basin Way, Boulder Creek. thatsmypark.
org. $10/Free. 



ONA STEWART
Ona Stewart loves music. He plays four to 
five hours daily, and is always writing new 
songs. Fortunately, he has a popular local 
band, the Naked Bootleggers, which gives 
him a platform to play his tunes in front 
of local crowds. But because he doesn’t 
want to burn people out, he keeps the 
Naked Bootleggers gigs to a minimum. 
So he also gigs as a solo artist.

There are other advantages to playing 
solo shows. For instance, the Naked 
Bootleggers are a bluegrass-oriented 
band, but Stewart has a number of 
other influences that he can bring to 
his solo work.

“It’s nice to have another outlet. There 
are so many other songs that I can’t 
necessarily play with the band, because it 
doesn’t fit into the sound we’re going for,” 
Stewart says. “I’m definitely influenced a 
lot by old R&B, like Otis Redding and Bill 
Withers. Just different directions, like Tom 
Waits. I grew up listening to punk rock, so 
I have a lot of anger to get out as well.”

It can be a challenge to make sets work 
as a one-man acoustic band, but Stewart 
does it by twisting and convulsing his 
voice in unique and interesting ways, or 
going really quiet when he needs to. It’s 
all about dynamics.

“Each crowd is different. Some audiences 
are listening audiences. There are times 
you go soft and sweet in the delivery. 
Some you need to slap in the face to get 
them to acknowledge it,” Stewart says. “I 
love singing. I love it when people want to 
hear it, but I sing all day long by myself. I 
just love to sing.” AARON CARNES

8 p.m., Wednesday, Nov. 28, Crepe 
Place, 1134 Soquel Ave., Santa Cruz. 
$8. 429-6994.

WEDNESDAY 11/21
JAM BAND

SHADY GROOVE
As they near the 20-year mark, Shady 
Groove is a local institution. If you’re 
a fan, you’ve probably witnessed long 
stretches of improvisational jams 
that are once-in-a-lifetime experi-
ences. This is true for the assortment 
of covers they play, as well as for the 
originals which pull from rock, jazz, 
New Orleans, reggae, gospel, R&B and 
just an overall Haight Street “dance 
band” vibe. Just don’t lose your shirt 
as you try to catch the colorful flash-
ing lights with your hands. AC

9 p.m. Flynn’s Cabaret & Steakhouse, 6275 
Hwy. 9, Felton. $12/adv, $15/door. 335-2800.

GARAGE ROCK

THE MYSTERY 
LIGHTS
A modern proto-punk band, the 
New York-by-way-of-Salinas group 
the Mystery Lights sound like a 
lost contemporary of the Sonics or 
the Seeds, all swagger and wailing 
treble. Their self-titled debut was 
released in 2016 by Daptone sub-
sidiary Wick Records, a welcome 

expansion of Daptone’s all-things-
’60s catalog. Live, the Lights have 
an ability to find the spaces where 
punk and drone overlap, creating 
thick waves of psychedelic noise 
between high energy blasts of a 
howling thing called rock ’n’ roll. 
MIKE HUGUENOR 

9 p.m. Catalyst, 1011 Pacific Ave., Santa Cruz. 
$12/adv, $14/door. 429-4135.

FRIDAY 11/23
POST-PUNK

FIRE NUNS
Portland’s Fire Nuns don’t know if 
they want to be a fuzzed-out ga-
rage-rock Burger Records band, or if 
they’d rather be razor-focused math 
rock nerds. They somehow manage to 
encapsulate the wild abandon of ga-
rage-rock and the technical prowess 
of math rock, and meld it together in 
a way that stays true to the contra-
dictory ethos of both. The band has 
been releasing a steady stream of al-
bums since 2013; their latest, Band on 
Holiday, is a messy, straightforward 
rocker with guts, heart and robotic 
precision. AC

9 p.m. Crepe Place, 1134 Soquel Ave.,  
Santa Cruz. $8. 429-6994.

COUNTRY

JESSE DANIEL
Jesse Daniel is a bit of a rockabil-
ly rebel, but his songs are full on 
honky-tonk revelry. He twangs his 
pithy, anecdotal stories with all the 
swagger of a bad guy gone good (but 
still a little bad, in all the right ways) 
and turns his troubled backstory into 
rollicking one-liners which manage 
to give everyone in the audience a 
vicarious shit-eating grin. ’Cause 
we’ve all known trouble of some sort, 
haven’t we? Daniel makes light of 
our silly, fragile human egos, but still 
somehow comes off as a major badass 
in the end. Swoon. AMY BEE

9 p.m., Moe’s Alley, 1535 Commercial Way, 
Santa Cruz. $10/adv, $15/door. 479-1854

METAL

BLASPHEMOUS 
CREATION
Reno’s Blasphemous Creation are 
celebrating a dozen years of blast 
beats, thrashing riffs and mayhem. 
This diabolical power trio is for pure 
metal lovers only; their tunes harken 
back to the good-ol-days of Kreator, 
Morbid Angel and Death. Not only 
will they share the stage with black 

FIRE NUNS

LOVE YOUR
LOCAL
BAND
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HELEN SUNG
Helen Sung is a classically trained 
pianist who brings the wildly divergent 
worlds of jazz, a pure form of 
spontaneity, together with classical 
music, which is very methodical and 
premeditated. The combination creates 
a brainy, carefree mood that probably 
requires sipping on gigantic mocha 
latte mugs to fully enjoy. For her latest 
album, Sung With Words, she brings an 
element of poetry into the mix. These 
are all songs inspired by the riveting 
poetry of Californian poet Dana Gioia. 
It’s an album with singing on it, as 
well as spoken word intros. It’s taking 
Sung’s music in a whole new direction 
in a way that’s both experimental and 
somehow more accessible.

7 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 6, Kuumbwa 
Jazz Center, 320-2 Cedar St., Santa 
Cruz. $31.50/adv, 36.75/door,. 
Information: kuumbwajazz.org. WANT 
TO GO? Go to santacruz.com/give-
aways before 11 a.m. on Thursday, 
Nov. 29 to find out how you could win 
a pair of tickets to the show.

BE OUR GUEST

metal trio Sledge and Santa Cruz’s 
own Blood Omen, but Blasphemous 
Creation will also be releasing their 
long-awaited fourth album, Forsak-
en Dynasty. Don’t say you weren’t 
warned. MAT WEIR

9 p.m. Blue Lagoon, 923 Pacific Ave.,  
Santa Cruz. $5. 423-7117. 

SATURDAY 11/24
INDIE-FOLK

SMOKESHOW 
Some of Smokeshow’s songs sound 
like acoustic versions of classic rock 
ballads, like Led Zeppelin if those 
dudes had sweet, sweet lady harmo-
nies. Other take on a melancholic 
vaudevillian vibe, with modest man-
dolin riffs accompanying gritty-sweet 
vocals lamenting, “Oh fire/Mighty 
agent of change/ But stick around 
too long it’ll make you deranged.” 
Sometimes the indie folk duo will 
do a sing-out, call-back style with 
their lyrical stanzas, resulting in a 
powerful cascade of imagery, like two 
Robert Plants fighting over the same 
narrative vocal structure. Which 
voice will win? Who knows! AB

9 p.m., Crepe Place, 1134 Soquel Ave.,  
Santa Cruz. $8. 429-6994.

SUNDAY, NOV 25
JAM BAND

MOONALICE
With one of the strangest pedigrees 
in jam music, Moonalice boasts 
members of Hot Tuna, Jefferson 
Starship, Phil Lesh and Friends, and 
… a venture capitalist? In addition 
to penning “It’s 4:20 Somewhere,” 
singer Roger McNamee was an early 
investor in Facebook, worked at T. 
Rowe Price in the ’90s, and is dead 
certain that “music and technology 
have converged.” In the past, Moona-
lice has included both G.E. Smith and 
Jack Casady, but when they come to 
Moe’s Alley they’ll be bringing Grate-
ful Dead alum Big Steve Parish in the 
role of “road scholar.” MH 

8:30 p.m. Moe’s Alley, 1535 Commercial Drive, 
Santa Cruz. $10/adv, $15/door. 479-1854.

MONDAY 11/26
JAZZ

RAY BROWN 
QUINTET
Longtime Cabrillo College professor Ray 
Brown returns to Kuumbwa with his 
new quintet, a stellar band featuring 

some of the region’s top improvisers. 
Trading his horn for the vibraphone, 
Brown gives top billing to Pacific Grove 
pianist Eddie Mendenhall. His daughter, 
the Juilliard-trained bassist Kanoa Men-
denhall, adds a vivifying jolt of youth 
to the ensemble, while the brilliant 
drummer Alan Hall is worth the price 
of admission himself. Rounding out 
the band is Erik Jekabson, an essential 
creative catalyst on the Bay Area jazz 
scene. ANDREW GILBERT

7 p.m. Kuumbwa Jazz, 320-2 Cedar St., Santa 
Cruz. $26.50/adv, $31.50/door. 427-2227.

TUESDAY 11/27
ROCK

AUGUST SUN
By blending funk, rock, blues, soul 
and everything between, August Sun 
creates an original sound that is as 
full as it is expansive, not to mention 
kick-ass. This Santa Cruz Moun-
tains-based quintet is the brainchild 
of fiery singer-songwriter Christian 
Walsh, perfect for fans of the Grateful 
Dead, Chris Robinson Brotherhood, 
Rolling Stones or just good old-fash-
ioned rock ’n’ roll. MW

8 p.m. Crow’s Nest, 2218 E Cliff Drive,  
Santa Cruz. $5. 476-4560.

SMOKESHOW

MUSIC
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SPACE HEATER
Spaced-out funk. Wednesday at 
Moe’s Alley

EDGE OF THE WEST
Cosmic cowboys. Friday at Flynn’s 
Cabaret & Steakhouse

BLUE
Local “They play it all” rock band. 
Friday at Michael’s on Main

WHEN DOVES CRY
Prince tribute extravaganza. 
Saturday at Flynn’s Cabaret & 
Steakhouse

MACHINE HEAD
Brutal nu-metal legends. Saturday 
at Catalyst

IN THE QUEUE



 WED 11/21 THU 11/22 FRI 11/23 SAT 11/24 SUN 11/25 MON 11/26 TUE 11/27
ABBOTT SQUARE                      
118 Cooper St, Santa Cruz

Papiba & Friends               
6:30-9p 

Gina Rene w/ 
Travis Cruse                                       
7:30-9:30p

APPLETON EVENT 
CENTER
410 Rodriguez St, Watsonville

APTOS ST. BBQ
8059 Aptos St, Aptos

Al Frisby                
6-8p

Coyote Slim              
6-8p

Lloyd Whitley 1p                        
Gil De Leon Trio 6-8p

James Murray                             
6-8p      

Broken Shades                            
6-8p

Virgil Thrasher 
& Rick Stevens                     
6-8p

BLUE LAGOON
923 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz

Live Bands 9p
Comedy Night, ’80s 
Night Free 8:30p

Live Bands/Club 2000           
Free 9p  

Live VJ Dancing 9p 
The Box (Goth Night) 
9p

Post Punk Dance 
Floor 9p

Funk Night w/ DJ Ed 9p

BOARDWALK BOWL
115 Cliff St, Santa Cruz

Karaoke                                     
8p-Close

Karaoke                                     
8p-Close

Karaoke                   
6p-Close

Karaoke              
6p-Close

Karaoke                
6p-Close

Karaoke                
8p-Close

BOCCI’S CELLAR
140 Encinal St, Santa Cruz

Disco Anderson                        
8p

Karaoke Free 8p
Swing Dance $5 5:30p 
Skypark 8p

Bamboo Chalice 8p
SC Jazz Society, Beat 
Weekend w/ DJ Monk 
Earl Free 3:30p

Comedy Night w/ Shwa 
Free 8p

BRITANNIA ARMS
110 Monterey Ave, Capitola

Alex Lucero & Friends 
8p

 Karaoke                          
9-12:30a    

Karaoke                          
9-12:30a

CAPITOLA WINE BAR
115 San Jose Ave, Capitola

Dave D’Oh                      
6:30-9:30p

Kip Allert                            
Free 7-10p

Dave Miller “Nomad”                                   
Free 7-10p

John Michael                     
Free 3-6p

CATALYST
1011 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz

Deorro                               
$27-$35 8p

An Evening with 
Machinehead               
$28/$30 7:30p

CATALYST ATRIUM
1011 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz

The Mystery Lights 
$12/$14 8:30p

Stellar Corpses         
$12/$15 7:30p

Angerhead                       
Free 5p

CHAMINADE RESORT 
1 Chaminade Ln, Santa Cruz

CILANTROS                            
1934 Main St, Watsonville

Hippo Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30p

KPIG Happy Hour 
5:30-7:30p

LIVE MUSIC
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 WED 11/21 THU 11/22 FRI 11/23 SAT 11/24 SUN 11/25 MON 11/26 TUE 11/27
CORK AND FORK
312 Capitola Ave, Capitola

Open Mic Night                   
Free 7-10p

Arnold Sings the Blues                         
Free 7-10p

Levi Jack                         
Free 7-10p

TBA                                  
Free 4-7p

CORRALITOS              
CULTURAL CENTER        
127 Hames Rd., Corralitos

Open Mic 7-10p
Acoustic Open Jam 
3-5p

THE CREPE PLACE                                
 1134 Soquel Ave, Santa Cruz

Fire Nuns w/ Fantastic 
Plastic & Human 
Furniture $8 9p

SmokeShow w/ Dan 
Too $8 9p

Funk Night ft. 7 Come 11 
$6 9p-12a

CROW’S NEST                                
 2218 E. Cliff Dr, Santa Cruz

Yuji Tojo                              
$3 8p

Extra Large                         
$6 9p

Tsunami                                   
$7 9:30p

Live Comedy 
$7 9p

August Sun                        
$5 8p

DAV. ROADHOUSE
 1 Davenport Ave, Davenport

Dan Frechette                  
Free 6-9p

 Dooners                             
Free 6-9p

DISCRETION BREWING          
2703 41st Ave, Soquel

Peasant Boy                 
Free 6:30-8:30p

THE FISH HOUSE
 972 Main St, Watsonville

Roadhouse Ramblers

FLYNN’S CABARET
6275 Hwy 9, Felton

Shady Groove           
$12/$15 9p

Achille’s Wheel  
$12/$15 9p

When Doves Cry Prince 
Tribute $15 9p

GABRIELLA CAFE
910 Cedar St., Santa Cruz

Linc Russin                        
7-9p

Jeannine Bonstelle 
& Sweeney Schragg 
6:30-9:30p

JACK O’NEILL LOUNGE 
Santa Cruz Dream Inn 
175 W Cliff Dr. Santa Cruz

Toby Gray                          
Free 7-10p

Brian Fitzgerald Group                             
Free 7-10p

KUUMBWA JAZZ
 320-2 Cedar St, Santa Cruz

Ray Brown Quintet 
w/ Eddie Mendenhall 
$26.25/$31.50 7p

MICHAEL’S ON MAIN
2591 Main St, Soquel

The Swirly Girls               
$10 7:30p

Blue Free 5p Puffball 
Collective & Dead Slug 
Society $10 8:30p

WeGotchu                            
$10 8p

Grateful Sundays            
Free 5:30p
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MISSION ST. BBQ
1618 Mission St, Santa Cruz

Jimmy Dewrance                       
Free 6p

Kid Andersen & 
John “Blues” Boyd                     
Free 6p

Al Frisby 1p                                 
Blues Mechanics 6p

Mark Hummel & Deep 
Basement Shakers                      
Free 6p 

Chris James & 
Patrick Rynn                                    
Free 6p 

Rob Vye                              
Free 6p

MOE’S ALLEY
1535 Commercial Way, Santa Cruz

Space Heaater         
$10/$15 8p

Jesse Daniel & Rob 
Leines $10/$15 8p

Birds of Chicago 
$15/$20 8p

Moonalice                   
$10/$15 8p

MOTIV
1209 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz

SCMF                                     
9:30p

Libation Lab w/ 
King Wizard & Chief 
Transcend 9:30p

Brandon Beach                    
9:30p

Rasta Cruz Reggae 
Party 9:30p

Hip Hop w/ DJ Marc 
9:30p

NEW BOHEMIA BREWERY
1030 41st Ave, Santa Cruz

Board Game Night w/ 
Play the Bay 5p

Thrown Out Bones                                   
Free 6:30-9:30p

Casey Wickstrom                                         
Free 7p

Taco Trivia Tuesday w/ 
Hive Mind  6:30p

99 BOTTLES
110 Walnut Ave, Santa Cruz

Trivia                                             
8p

PARADISE BEACH
215 Esplanade, Capitola

The Joint Chiefs                 
2-5p

Live Again                            
2-5p

Erin Avila                           
6-9p

POET & PATRIOT
320 E. Cedar St, Santa Cruz

Matt Nice & the Derls            
Free 9p

Bulletproof Hearts                                 
Free 9p

Comedy                            
Free 8p

Open Mic  
Free 8-11p

THE RED
200 Locust St, Santa Cruz

                                  
‘Geeks Who Drink’  
Trivia Night 8p

THE REEF
120 Union St, Santa Cruz

Variety Show w/ Toby 
Gray 6:30p    

Acoustic Reggae Jam      
6:30p

Aloha Friday                         
6:30p

Featured Acts                 
6:30p

The Human                       
Juke Box 6p

Open Mic  
6p

Tuesday Trivia Night 
6:30p

RIO THEATRE
1205 Soquel Ave, Santa Cruz

ROSIE MCCANN’S
 1220 Pacific Ave, Santa Cruz

Comedy Night  
9p

First & Third Celtic Jam Live DJ Live DJ Trivia 7:30p

 THE SAND BAR
 211 Esplanade, Capitola

The Joint Chiefs                                             
Free 8:30p

The Love Dogs                        
$5 8p

Live Again                                            
$5 8p

Dennis Dove Open 
Jam 7p

Live Again                       
Free 8p

 WED 11/21 THU 11/22 FRI 11/23 SAT 11/24 SUN 11/25 MON 11/26 TUE 11/27
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LIVE MUSIC
 SANDERLINGS
 1 Seascape Resort, Aptos

Yuji & Steve                                    
Free 7:30-10:30p

Jazz w/ Scotty Wright                      
Free 7:30-10:30p

 SEABRIGHT BREWERY
 519 Seabright, Santa Cruz

Terri Londee B4 Dawn

SEVERINO’S BAR & GRILL
 7500 Old Dominion Court, Aptos

Eric Morrison & 
the Mysteries                            
8-11:30p

Joint Chiefs                       
8-11:30p

       

SHADOWBROOK
 1750 Wharf Rd, Capitola

Ken Constable 2-5p                                                     
Fred McCarty 6-9p

Joe Ferrara                     
6:30-9:30p

Claudio Melega              
7-10p

SHANTY SHACK        
BREWING
138 Fern St, Santa Cruz

Salty Dogs                            
7-9p

The Nickel Experience                   
7-9p

Danger Bang                
7-9p

Dave “Nomad” Miller 
7-9p

SID’S SMOKEHOUSE
10110 Soquel Dr, Aptos

Dan Frechette                           
7-9p

STEEL BONNET
 20 Victor Square, Scotts Valley

Casey Wickstrom                          
Free 5p

SUSHI GARDEN S.V.                
5600 Scotts Valley Dr,             
Scotts Valley

Scott Slaughter                    
Free 5:30p

UGLY MUG
 4640 Soquel Ave, Soquel

Open Mic w/ Steven 
David 5:30p

VINOCRUZ 
4901 Soquel Dr, Soquel 

Myhaylo K                        
Free 5:30-8p

Myhaylo K                      
5:30-8p

 VINO LOCALE 
 55 Municipal Wharf, Santa Cruz

                  
Jared Fox                            
6-8p

Scott Owens                   
6-8p

ZELDA’S
203 Esplanade, Capitola

DJ Yosemite                         
9:30p

Live Again                      
9:30p

Scott T Akrop                                     
9:30p

  WED 11/21 THU 11/22 FRI 11/23 SAT 11/24 SUN 11/25 MON 11/26 TUE 11/27
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Book Doctor
Author forges career in crime in edgy ‘Can You  
Ever Forgive Me?’ LISA JENSEN

anonymity, she had published a few 
biographies of bygone celebrities 
like Katharine Hepburn and Tallulah 
Bankhead, and cosmetics icon 
Estée Lauder. Her books were never 
successful enough for her to quit 
her day job, but when she was fired, 
she found a more lucrative career in 
literary forgery—specifically, forging 
letters from famous authors and 
selling them to unwary dealers.

The movie begins in 1991, with Lee 
(Melissa McCarthy) fired from her job 
for her foul mouth. Worried about her 
ailing cat, and prodded for back-rent 
owed to her landlord, she’s drowning 
her sorrows in scotch and soda when 
she meets Jack (Richard E. Grant) 

in a bar. With no known address or 
employment, but plenty of style, 
Jack gets by on wits alone, and the 
occasional tumble with a handsome 
young waiter. He becomes Lee’s 
drinking buddy and confessor.

Advised by her agent (a nifty cameo 
by Jane Curtin) that nobody cares 
about the once-famous people she 
writes about and to find a new line of 
work, Lee is stubbornly researching 
her next biography subject—vaudeville 
comedian Fanny Brice—when an 
authentic letter from Brice falls out of 
the dusty pages of a library book. Lee 
takes the letter to rare book dealer, 
Anna (Dolly Wells). Anna is interested, 
but the content is a little bland, so Lee 

M
ost movies about 
writers revolve around 
someone glamorous 
or outrageous whose 

oversized personality spills over 
into their body of work. (Like the 
recent biopics about Oscar Wilde 
and Colette.) Lee Israel was not the 
glamorous kind of writer. But her 
largely unexceptional writing career 
took one detour interesting enough 
to attract filmmaker Marielle Heller, 
whose film Can You Ever Forgive Me? 
is based on Israel’s autobiographical 
memoir, published in 2008.

And who is Lee Israel? A longtime 
staff writer a The New Yorker, toiling 
away for long hours in complete 

FABRICATED TALES Richard E. Grant and Melissa McCarthy in ‘Can You Ever Forgive Me?’ based on the memoir of 
writer-turned-forger Israel Lee.

goes home, jazzes it up with a snappy 
P.S., and brings it back to Anna, who 
buys it on the spot. 

Soon, Lee is buying vintage 
typewriters at junk stores and 
fabricating completely fake letters 
from famous wits like Dorothy Parker 
and Noel Coward, copying their 
signatures in pen over a lightbox. 
Memorabilia dealers eat them up. At 
last, Lee has discovered a lucrative 
market for her work.

Annoying little details sometimes 
trip up the story. When Anna buys 
that first Brice letter, wouldn’t she 
recognize it as the same letter she 
rejected before, with a suspicious 
addition? For that matter, wouldn’t 
all the three or four dealers to whom 
Lee routinely sells her forgeries be 
more suspicious of where she was 
getting them? 

While the real-life Israel was 
a middle-aged Jewish woman, 
Lee in the movie is robbed of 
any ethnicity. (She doesn’t even 
talk with a particularly New 
York accent.) She’s been turned 
into a vehicle for McCarthy, a 
generic frump in a bad haircut and 
shapeless clothes. Yet McCarthy is 
quietly affecting in the role.

But the movie may depend too 
much on McCarthy’s underdog 
popularity to sell the character’s 
less pleasant aspects. (At a swanky 
literary party, Lee steals a warm 
coat from the cloak room, and she 
plays phone pranks worthy of Bart 
Simpson.) We begin to see why 
her life is so solitary, although it’s 
revealed she once had a relationship 
with another woman (Anna Deavere 
Smith, in another cameo), who left 
because she felt the prickly Lee was 
pushing her away.

Still, the movie’s epiphanies work 
well—as in the moment Lee realizes 
she’s done the best work of her 
career in other authors’ voices. And 
McCarthy’s curmudgeonly Lee and 
Grant’s fizzy Jack make a delicious 
odd couple. Their friendship is the 
emotional lodestone by which the 
viewer can navigate this often twisted 
and cynical tale.

CAN YOU EVER FORGIVE ME?  With 
Melissa McCarthy and Richard E. Grant. 
Written by Nicole Holofcener and Jeff Whitty. 
From the book by Lee Israel. Directed by 
Marielle Heller. Rated R 106 minutes
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NEW RELEASES

CREED II Really, they should have 
just called this Rocky IV 2, since it 
brings back Dolph Lundgren as Ivan 
Drago, who is this time training his 
son to fight against Apollo Creed’s 
son. This franchise is really starting 
to get into Ghost of the Son of the 
House of Frankenstein territory, 
but as long as Michael B. Jordan 
is playing Adonis Creed, I doubt 
anyone is going to mind. Co-starring 
Sylvester Stallone and Tessa 
Thompson. Directed by Steven Caple 
Jr. (PG-13) 130 minutes. (SP)

GREEN BOOK Sure to be the 
feelgood movie of the year about 
racism, Green Book is based on 
the real-life friendship between 
Jamaican piano great Don Shirley 
and his driver Tony Vallelonga. The 
film follows a tour of the Deep South 
in the 1960s by Shirley (portrayed 
by Mahershala Ali), who hires New 
York City bouncer Vallelonga (Viggo 
Mortensen) to be his guide and 
security. While Shirley comes to grip 
with the toll racial bias has taken on 
him personally, Vallelonga has his 
eyes opened to the injustice of Jim 
Crow laws. Directed by Peter Farrelly. 
Co-starring Linda Cardellini, Mike 
Hatton and Sebastian Maniscalco. 
(PG-13) 130 minutes. (SP)

RALPH BREAKS THE INTERNET 
Wreck-It Ralph was a fun surprise 
that lovingly poked fun at video game 
culture. More importantly, it gave me 
and my eight-year-old daughter an 
excuse to walk around yelling “I’m 
gonna wreck it!” for like a month. So 
you can see why we’re excited for 
this sequel, which applies the same 
send-up concept to the internet. Let 
the catchphrase screaming begin! 
Directed by Phil Johnston and Rich 
Moore. Starring the voices of John 
C. Reilly, Sarah Silverman and Gal 
Gadot. (PG) 112 minutes. (SP)

ROBIN HOOD Recently, someone 
asked me, “Is that new Robin Hood 
movie set in modern times or what?” 
The answer is definitely no, but I can 
see from the trailer—in which all of 
the nobility seems to be dressed like 
they’re going to an L.A. nightclub 
in 2005—why somebody might 
think that. (Star Taron Egerton 

offered in an interview that “it’s set 
in a universe that’s set in Medieval 
England.” OK, so it’s set in Medieval 
England—thanks for finding the 
most unnecessarily complicated 
way to say that, Taron!) Actually, 
a Robin Hood set in 2005 where 
people still use bows and arrows 
for some reason would probably 
be a lot more interesting than this 
eight-millionth retelling of the 
medieval folktale. Directed by Otto 
Bathurst. Co-starring Jamie Foxx, 
Ben Mendelsohn and Jamie Dornan.  
(PG-13) 116 minutes. (SP)

CONTINUING EVENT: LET’S TALK 
ABOUT THE MOVIES Film buffs 
are invited Wednesday nights at 7 
p.m. to downtown Santa Cruz, where 
each week the group discusses a 
different current release. For location 
and discussion topic, go to https://
groups.google.com/group/LTATM.

NOW PLAYING

BOY ERASED Joel Edgerton is best 
known as one of those character 
actors where you go “Ohhhhhh 
right, that guy” when you see him 
pop up in a movie, but he continues 
to surprise as a writer and director. 
This is the first movie in which he’s 
doing both since 2015’s fantastic 
thriller The Gift. And the material 
is even more challenging this 
time around, as he adapts Garrad 
Conley’s 2016 memoir about his 
experience growing up with Baptist 
parents who subjected him to 
“gay conversion therapy.” Starring 
Lucas Hedges, Nicole Kidman and 
Russell Crowe. (R) 114 minutes. 
(SP)

CAN YOU EVER FORGIVE ME? 
Reviewed this issue. (R) 106 
minutes. (SP)

FANTASTIC BEASTS: THE 
CRIMES OF GRINDELWALD J.K. 
Rowling used to let others adapt 
her Harry Potter stories, but for 
this spinoff series of Fantastic 
Beasts films, she’s writing the 
screenplays herself. I think it’s fair 
to say the results have been mixed, 
but if you liked Fantastic Beasts 
and Where to Find Them, which 
moved all the wizarding action to 
1920s New York, you’ll probably 

like this sequel which picks up a 
few months later, focuses more 
on Johnny Depp’s character from 
the previous film, and brings 
back Dumbledore. Directed 
by David Yates. Co-starring 
Eddie Redmayne, Jude Law and 
Katherine Waterston. (PG-13) 134 
minutes. (SP)

THE GRINCH They keep making 
adaptations of Dr. Seuss’ The 
Grinch Who Stole Christmas like 
they’re ever going to be better 
than the 1966 TV special. But with 
Benedict Cumberbatch voicing 
the famous green grump, this new 
cartoon version’s gotta be better 
than the live-action Jim Carrey 
mess. Directed by Yarrow Cheney 
and Scott Mosier. Starring the 
voices of Cumberbatch, Rashida 
Jones, Kenan Thompson and 
Angela Lansbury. (PG) 90 minutes. 
(SP)

FREE SOLO Right now, you’re 
probably thinking “Wait, there’s 
a new Star Wars movie already?” 
But oh, my friends, this is so 
much more insane than that. A 
documentary about rock climber 
Alex Honnold, it follows his attempt 
to “free solo” El Capitan. That 
means doing the climb without 
ropes, harnesses or, um, anything 
that would keep you from falling 
to your death with one wrong 
move. As discussed in the film, the 
mortality rate of free solo climbers 
is somewhere around 100 percent. 
Forget about horror movies, this 
is the most harrowing film you’ll 
see this year. Directed by Elizabeth 
Chai Vasarhelyi and Jimmy Chin. 
(PG-13) 100 minutes. (SP)

HALLOWEEN This new sequel-ly 
reboot (reboot-y sequel?) to the 
original slasher franchise picks 
up where John Carpenter’s 1978 
film left off, ignores all of the 
sequels, and then jumps ahead 
40 years to let Jamie Lee Curtis’ 
Laurie Strode—who has become a 
straight-up badass in the ensuing 
time—battle it out with Michael 
Myers. Yeah, it’s the horror movie 
version of T2 and Aliens, but the 
great thing about it is … it’s the 
horror movie version of T2 and 
Aliens. Directed by David Gordon 

Green. Starring Curtis, Judy Greer, 
Andi Matichak. (R) 106 minutes. 
(SP)

INSTANT FAMILY I watched a 
trailer for this Mark Wahlberg 
comedy, and I’m almost 100 
percent certain it’s actually just 
a trailer parodying terrible Mark 
Wahlberg comedies, and not 
actually a real movie. I mean, it 
has kids getting hit in the face 
with basketballs! My guess is 
that if you go down to the movie 
theater and ask for a ticket to this 
movie—which is allegedly about 
a couple that adopts a bunch of 
foster children—Mark Wahlberg 
will jump out from around the 
corner and say, “Hey fool! You’re a 
fool! This movie doesn’t even exist, 
fool! Say hi to your mother for 
me!” And then hit you in the face 
with a basketball. Directed by Sean 
Anders. Co-starring Rose Byrne, 
Isabela Moner and Tig Notaro. (PG-
13) 119 minutes. (SP)

MID90S This story of a 13-year-old 
who discovers skateboarding as 
an escape from his dysfunctional 
family life is winning acclaim for 
writer-director Jonah Hill, who 
developed it from his own spec 
script. Starring Sunny Suljic, Lucas 
Hedges and Katherine Waterston. 
(R) 84 minutes. (SP)

NOBODY’S FOOL What do you 
give the filmgoer who already 
has Steve Carell? Why not Tiffany 
Haddish, who was in five films this 
year! This one is about a woman 
who gets out of jail on parole and 
comes up with a crazy plan to keep 
her sister from getting catfished 
on an online dating site. Guess 
which role Haddish plays? Directed 
by Tyler Perry. Co-starring Tika 
Sumpter, Omari Hardwick and 
Whoopi Goldberg. (R) 110 minutes. 
(SP)

THE NUTCRACKER AND THE 
FOUR REALMS Disney attempts 
to turn the Nutcracker story into 
some kind of weird Narnia-type 
universe … I guess? Hard to tell 
from the extremely generic trailers, 
which promise magic and wonder 
while looking neither magical 
nor wonderful. Directed by Lasse 
Hallstrom and Joe Johnston. 

Starring Mackenzie Foy, Keira 
Knightley and Morgan Freeman. 
(PG) 99 minutes. (SP)

THE OLD MAN AND THE GUN 
Robert Redford has said that 
this crime comedy about Forrest 
Tucker, a real-life hood who 
escaped from prison 18 times 
(including San Quentin) and pulled 
off some highly theatrical heists, 
will be his last film. Directed by 
David Lowery. Co-starring Casey 
Affleck, Danny Glover and Sissy 
Spacek. (PG-13) 93 minutes. (SP)

OVERLORD Originally, this was 
supposed to be the latest movie 
in the Cloverfield series, but after 
that godawful debacle with The 
God Particle, I have a feeling no 
one’s going to want to touch that 
cinematic universe for a while. 
So apparently this is now just a 
standalone film about U.S. soldiers 
in World War II who drop behind 
enemy lines in preparation for 
D-Day and discover the Nazis 
preparing a zombie army. No 
big whoop! Good thing they 
didn’t bring it into the Cloverfield 
universe and make it all crazy! 
Directed by Julius Avery. Starring 
Jovan Adepo, Wyatt Russell and 
John Magaro. (R) 109 minutes. 
(SP)

WIDOWS This all-star crime 
thriller brings a dose of class to 
the heist-film genre, starting with 
writer-director Steve McQueen 
of 12 Years a Slave fame, through 
co-writer Gillian Flynn (Gone Girl 
and Sharp Objects) to a cast that 
includes Viola Davis, Michelle 
Rodriguez, Colin Farrell, Robert 
Duvall and Liam Neeson. Plus it’s 
based on an award-winning British 
TV series. Elegant! The plot has a 
group of women whose husbands 
were killed in a heist attempt 
trying to finish off the job in order 
to pay back a crime boss. (R) 129 
minutes. (SP)

WILDLIFE Actor Paul Dano from 
Little Miss Sunshine and There Will 
Be Blood makes his writer-director 
debut with this story of a family 
falling apart in the early 1960s. 
Starring Jake Gyllenhaal, Carey 
Mulligan and Ed Oxenbould. (PG-
13) 104 minutes. (SP)
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