
Learn more about new projects and engage 
with editors and other readers. Proceeds 
will support the nonprofit news organiza-
tion. Fri, 5/4, 7pm. $20. Chico Peace & Justice 
Center, 526 Broadway St. chicosol.org 

DINNER FOR DESMOND: Bring your favorite dish 
to share during this potluck to remember 
Desmond Phillips and discuss responsible 
crisis intervention. Fri, 5/4, 6pm. Bethel AME 
Church, 821 Linden St.

LYMEAID: Join the Lyme Center of Chico for 
the fifth annual event featuring live music 
from Stevie Cook & Diane Garner and Joe 
Hammons, a silent auction and raffle, and 
information about Lyme disease. Proceeds 
go toward promoting awareness, education 
and advocacy about Lyme disease and other 
tick-borne illnesses. Fri, 5/4, 6pm. $5-$10. 
Chico Women’s Club, 592 E. Third St. 
530-321-7828. thelymecenter.org 

NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM: Kids mystery tour at the 
lost lab of a time-traveling scientist to crack 
the code of ancient mysteries and save the 

museum exhibit collection. Spots for children 
6-12 are limited and must be reserved in 
advance. Fri, 5/4, 6pm. $25. Valene L. Smith 
Museum of Anthropology, Chico State. 
530-898-5397.

WILLY WONKA: The candy shop unveils a giant 
wood carving of Willy Wonka for customer 
appreciation day. Fri, 5/4, 12:30pm. Joy Lyn’s 
Candies, 1183 Bille Road, Paradise.

Music 
FRIDAY NIGHT CONCERTS: Latin, funk and salsa 

band The Fritz kick off the Friday Night 
Concert series. Fri, 5/4. Free.  City Plaza.

Theater 
AVENUE Q: See Thursday. Fri, 5/4, 7:30pm. 

$10-$20. Laxson Auditorium, Chico State. 
530-898-5739. csuchico.edu 

GLENGARRY GLEN ROSS: See Thursday. Fri, 5/4, 
7:30pm. $15. Blue Room Theatre, 139 W. First 
St. blueroomtheatre.com 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING: What happens when 
Vietnam soldiers visit a hippie retreat look-
ing for love? Butte College’s adaptation of 
Shakespeare’s OG rom-com intends to find 
out. Fri, 5/4, 7:30pm. $10-$15. Butte College 
Black Box Theatre, 3536 Campus Drive, ARTS 
Building, Oroville. butte.edu 

SAT5
Special Events 
BIDWELL BAR DAY: Try your luck at gold pan-

ning, tin art, candlemaking, weaving and 
more. Live entertainment from the Old 
Time Fiddlers, the Great Zambini Magician 
and Buckwheat Bob. Food and drinks for 
sale. Sat 5/5, 12pm. Free. Bidwell Canyon 
Recreation Area, Arroyo Drive & Bidwell 
Canyon Road, Oroville. 530-538-2219.

BIDWELL BARK: The largest pet-friendly com-
munity event held in Chico with a fun run/
walk followed by a day of food trucks, kids 
carnival games, vendors, dog fun zone, Disc 
Dogs demonstrations, contests and more. 
Fundraiser for Butte Humane Society. Sat 
5/5, 8am. Sycamore Field, Lower Bidwell 
Park. bidwellbark.com 

CHILI COOK-OFF: Taste and judge the Best Chili 
on the Ridge, plus games, cotton candy 
and pony rides. Sat 5/5, 12pm. $15. White 
Water Saloon, 5571 Clark Road, Paradise. 
530-877-7100. 

CRAFTWERK: Get your craft on! Bring your 
sewing, drawing, knitting, crochet, embroi-
dery or whatever project you’re working on 
and share skills, pass advice and get crafty. 
Kid-friendly event. Sat 5/5, 12pm. Blackbird, 
1431 Park Ave. 

DAVE BRADWAY JR. MEMORIAL RACE: California’s 
top open-wheel racers battle it out on 
Chico’s high-banked quarter-mile oval. Sat 
5/5, 7pm. $6-$22. Silver Dollar Speedway, 
2343 Fair St.

ENDANGERED SPECIES FAIRE: Now in its 39th year, 
the festival has partnered with the Chico 
Creek Nature Center and features environ-
mental education, music, a puppet parade, 
food vendors and a rescued animal show. 
Free and fun! Sat 5/5. Cedar Grove, Bidwell 
Park. becnet.org 

FAMILY FARM DAY: Vintage tractor and buggies 
on display, pony wagon rides, kids’ activities 
and a tractor pull, plus food and drink avail-
able for purchase. Sat 5/5. $2-$5. Patrick 
Ranch Museum, 10381 Midway, Durham. pat-
rickranchmuseum.org 
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THIS
WEEK 

THU3
Special Events 
KEEP CHICO CREATIVE: SOTA Productions presents the fifth annual 

music and arts festival showcasing local talent. Listen to 
live music from MAWD, Lo & Behold, the Scarlet Pumps and 
the North State Symphony, plus a dance performance from 
Lumininjas. Thu, 5/3, 6pm-9pm. City Plaza.

#OUT4MENTALHEALTH CHICO ROUND TABLE: An opportunity for the 
LGBTQ community to share experiences and offer insight into 
their needs, families and communities. Thu, 5/3, 6pm. Free. 
Chico Guild Hall, 2775 Nord Ave.

Music 
JAZZ AT THE MUSEUM: Accordionist Rob Reich and clarinetist Ben 

Goldberg perform Parisian-influenced jazz that will trans-
port you to the banks of the Seine. They’ll be accompanied by 
Chico’s Ethen Swett on guitar and Madison DeSantis on drums 
for this monca fundraiser. Thu, 5/3, 7:30pm. $5-$25. Museum of 
Northern California Art, 900 Esplanade. 

WE SHALL NOT BE MOVED: Music and spoken word with Allie 
Battaglia, David Zink, Himp C and many more honoring work-
ing people for International Workers Day. Thu, 5/3, 7:30pm. $15. 
Chico Women’s Club, 592 E. Third St. kzfr.org 

Theater 
AVENUE Q: Chico State’s School of the Arts presents the hilari-

ous Tony-winning musical (Best Musical, Best Score and Best 
Book). Featuring a puppet and human cast, and songs like 
“The Internet Is for Porn” and “Everyone’s a Little Bit Racist,” 
the musical puts a decidedly adult spin on kids’ TV shows like 
Sesame Street. Thu, 5/3, 7:30pm. $10-$20. Laxson Auditorium, 
Chico State. 530-898-5739. csuchico.edu 

GLENGARRY GLEN ROSS: A group of cutthroat real estate salesman 
will go to any lengths to unload parcels of land on unsuspect-
ing buyers in David Mamet’s crackling satire. Director Amber 
Miller leads an excellent cast through this brutal laceration 
of the American Dream, which won the 1984 Pulitzer Prize for 
drama. Thu, 5/3, 7:30pm. $15. Blue Room Theatre, 139 W. First St. 
blueroomtheatre.com 

FRI4
Special Events 
CHICOSOL: Eleventh anniversary celebration of independent, 

investigative journalism with live music, drinks and appetizers. 

EDITOR’S PICK

FINE ARTS  ON NEXT PAGE

16 STRINGS OF FURY
Praised by The Los Angeles Times for 
its “dramatic fire ... and rock ’n ’ 
roll energy,” the St. Lawrence 
String Quartet serves up a 
program of dramatic works 
at Zingg Recital Hall during 
this Sunday, May 6, mati-
nee. Founded in Toronto 
in 1989, the quartet now 
leads the chamber music 
program at Stanford and is 
known for the intensity and 
electricity it brings to the 
stage. Violinists Geoff Nuttall 
and Owen Dalby, violist Lesley 
Robertson and cellist Christopher 
Costanza are bringing the classic 
quartet into the future, breathing life into 
the chamber repertory and forging new paths with 
modern composers.

There’s a familiar yet unexpected face 
that greets visitors as they enter the main 

gallery for the MONCA Honors Our 
Veterans exhibit … Vincent Van Gogh. 

From across the room, the 
artist’s distinctive face and 
style are instantly recog-
nizable in David Scott’s 
“Homage to Vincent,” a 
mixed-media portrait in 
a rustic, painted wooden 
frame. But on closer 
viewing, his rendering of 
the self-portrait reveals 
techniques that layer 
technology with paint-
erly skill, fusing digitally 
altered images with brush-
strokes and filters that 
evoke Van Gogh’s style.

Like many of the pieces by veterans in 
this exhibit, Scott’s art does not directly 
address his military service (he was in 
the Navy between 1966 and 1970), but it 
does reflect his many years of experience 
as an art director, graphic designer and 
computer artist. 

Across the foyer from the main space, 
in the smaller Maria A. Phillips Gallery, 
papermaker Drew Cameron—who served 
in the Army from 2000 to 2006, including 
a tour of duty in Iraq in 2003—is showing 
work that does descend directly from the 
military experience. Cameron is co-founder 
of an organization called Combat Paper, 
which travels the world giving workshops 
and collecting military uniforms that are 
made into paper that is then transformed 
into art, books, journals, etc. The work-
shops provide “a space in which individuals 

Art in the vets hall

Arts & Culture AVENUE Q
Through May 6
Laxson Auditorium
SEE THURSDAY-SUNDAY, THEATER

GLENGARRY GLEN ROSS
Through May 19
Blue Room Theatre
SEE THURSDAY-SATURDAY, THEATER

Review: 
MONCA Honors Our 

Veterans, showing 
through May 27. 

Museum of 
Northern

 California Art
900 Esplanade

487-7272
monca.org

story and 
photo by
Carey 
Wilson

FREE COMIC BOOK DAY: Pick up some free comics 
and check out the latest releases. Sat 
5/5, 12pm. Free. BaT Comics & Games, 218 
Broadway St. 530-898-0550.

GARDEN TOUR: Self-guided tour of four exquisite 
gardens, plus a catered lunch, raffle and 
boutique plant sale. Sat 5/5, 11am. $30. St. 
John’s Episcopal Church, 2341 Floral Ave. 

GIRLS ON THE RUN 5K: Open to all walkers and 
runners, the course meanders through the 
picturesque campus. Sat 5/5, 7:30am. $10-
$30. Butte College, 3536 Butte Campus Drive, 
Oroville. 530.636.0786. gotr
northstate.org 

LORD’S GYM MUD RUN: Five grueling miles and 
more than 20 obstacles stand in your path 
to glory. The course is open to kids on 
Sunday, May 6. Sat 5/5, 12pm. $65. Feather 
Falls Casino & Lodge, 3 Alverda Drive, 
Oroville. 

MARGARITA MIX-OFF: Beer, food, live music and 
the 12th annual margarita competition 
hosted by the Active 20-30 Club of Chico. 
Event benefits underprivilidged youth. 
Sat 5/5, 6pm. $50. Silver Dollar Fairgrounds, 
2357 Fair St. 

PARKING LOT PARTY: Celebrate the six-month 
anniversary of the brewery with live music, 
games, food trucks and merchandise 
specials. Parking is limited at the family- 
friendly event and bike valet is available. 
Sat 5/5. Secret Trail Brewing Co., 
132 Meyers St., Ste. 120.

PETE EARLEY: Pulitzer finalist gives a presen-
tation on care for the mentally ill, based 
on his bestselling book Crazy: A Father’s 
Search Through America’s Mental Health 
System. Refreshments, resources and a 
raffle. $25 suggested donation. Sat 5/5, 
1pm. Sierra Nevada Big Room, 1075 E. 20th St. 
530-343-7775.

PIONEER DAY: Celebrate what makes Chico spe-
cial with a parade, followed by lunch, a craft 
fair and live music in the plaza. Sat 5/5, 
10am. Free. Downtown Chico. 

RELAY FOR LIFE OF BUTTE COUNTY: Cancer never 
sleeps. Teams run or walk throughout the day 
and night to bring awareness and raise funds 
for cancer research. Sat 5/5, 10am. Pleasant 
Valley High School, 1475 East Ave.

SILK CARAVAN: Bellydancing showcase featuring 
world-renowned performer Jill Parker and 
local troupes. Sat 5/5, 7:30pm. $5-$15. Chico 
Theater Company, 166 Eaton Road, Suite F. 
530-570-4645. easternstarbellydance.com 

SPEECH & HEARING FAIR: What? WHAT? Free 
speech, language and hearing screenings 
from graduate students. Sat 5/5, 10am-
2pm. Free. Chico State.

TALK DERBY TO ME: Wear your fanciest derby 
hat and enjoy lunch and mint juleps at this 
fashion show fundraiser for local scholar-
ships. Sat 5/5, 11am-3pm. $10 advance; $15 
at the door. Chico Eagles Hall, 1940 Mulberry 
St. (530) 893-4951. www.foe.com

Theater 
AVENUE Q: See Thursday. Sat, 5/5, 7:30pm. $10-

$20. Laxson Auditorium, Chico State. 
530-898-5739. csuchico.edu 

GLENGARRY GLEN ROSS: See Thursday. Sat, 5/5, 
7:30pm. $15. Blue Room Theatre, 139 W. First 
St. blueroomtheatre.com 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING: See Friday. Sat, 5/5, 
7:30pm. Butte College Black Box Theatre, 
3536 Campus Drive, ARTS Building, Oroville. 
butte.edu 

FREE LISTINGS!
Post your event for free online at www.
newsreview.com/calendar, or email the CN&R 
calendar editor at cnrcalendar@newsreview.com. 
Deadline for print listings is Wednesday, 5 p.m., 
one week prior to the issue in which you wish the 
listing to appear.

BIDWELL BARK
Saturday, May 5
Bidwell Park
SEE SATURDAY, SPECIAL EVENTS

THIS WEEK CONTINUED ON PAGE 24

can share their perspectives on war with 
those who have not experienced it first-
hand. ... [Thus] giving veterans a chance 
to reflect on and connect with others 
about their experiences.” 

One simple but striking example on 
display in the Combat Paper portion of 
the exhibit is an undecorated rectangle 
of gray paper made with fibers from 
the uniform of David J. Drakulich, 
who was killed while on duty in 
Afghanistan in 2008. 

Also displayed in the Phillips gal-
lery is the ceramic work of W.A. Ehren 
Tool, who served in the Marines from 
1989 to 1994. His four tightly spaced 
shelves hold 56 hand-thrown cups, each 
emblazoned with an image or phrase, 
many showing weapons of war or state-
ments for peace. According to his artist 
statement, the cups  “are part of more 
than 20,000 cups I have given away 
since 2001. … [Some] reflect my time 
in the Marine Corps. As I continue to 
make cups, they have overlap with new 
wars and old wars.”

On the day I visited the exhibit, a 
boisterous group of grammar school 
students from Corning were touring 
the museum and being exposed to the 
veterans’ art. Back in the main gal-

lery, Japanese-
American vet-
eran David Isamu 
Tamori’s “May 

you live in interesting times” provided 
them a family history lesson in the form 
of a four-panel photo collage depicting 
the artist’s family—including his father, 
who served in the U.S. Army during 
World War II, and his grandparents, 
who were simultaneously imprisoned by 
the U.S. government in an internment 
camp in Arizona.

Also very striking are Ron 
Schwager’s large-format sheet photog-
raphy prints, “Engineer’s Room,” and 
“Kilns, Gladding McBean.” Each large 
black-and-white print offers a wonderful 
depth of detail of its title subject, and 
the photographer’s eye for composition 
brings them into the realm of fine art. 

There is too little space here to do 
justice to this very large and eclectic 
collection, which is most definitely 
worth a visit.                 Ω

 MONCA pays homage to museum’s former tenants 

“Homage to Vincent,” by David Scott, 
U.S. Navy, 1966-1970.
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Art
A BEAUTIFUL LIFE FURNISHINGS: Lori Stevens 

& Leslie Mahon-Russo, joint show with 
thought-provoking paintings. Reception 
on Thursday, May 3 from 5-8pm. 205 E. 
First St., 530-487-7229.

B-SO GALLERY: Use Your Words, BFA student 
Tatiana Stevens’ culminating exhibition. 
Through 5/11. Chico State, Ayres Hall, 
Room 105.

CENTER FOR SPIRITUAL LIVING, PARADISE: Jim 
Lawrence, abstract art on display in the 
Social Hall. Exhibit covers over 20 years of 
Lawrence’s work. Through 5/31. Free. 789 
Bille Road, Paradise, 530-877-5673.

CHICO ART CENTER: Bodies in Motion, juried 
exhibition challenges the way we look at 
dance traditions by highlighting diverse 
forms of movement, cultural fusion and 
trends around the world. Friday, May 
4, reception at 5pm. Through 5/25. 450 
Orange St. chicoartcenter.com

JACKI HEADLEY UNIVERSITY ART GALLERY: 
Juried Student Exhibition, the 63rd 
annual student exhibit features a diverse 
group of artwork from Chico State art-
ists. Through 5/12. Free. Chico State, 
530-898-5864.

JANET TURNER PRINT MUSEUM: Ink & Clay, 
juried student print exhibition showcases 
outstanding student work in printmaking, 
complemented by corresponding works 
of excellence in ceramics. Through 5/19. 
Free. Chico State, 530-898-4476.

MUSEUM OF NORTHERN CALIFORNIA ART: MONCA 
Honors Our Veterans, the museum 
welcomes 25+ vets to share paintings, 
ceramics, drawings, sculpture and more. 
Check the MONCA website for special 
events including films, panels and work-
shops. Through 5/27. $5. 900 Esplanade. 
monca.org

ORLAND ART CENTER: Dancing to Different 
Tunes, mother and daughter Pat Vought 

and Alyson Mucci display their diverse 
works. Through 5/19. 732 Fourth St., 
Orland.

PARADISE ART CENTER: Wild. Wilderness. Wild 
nights. Wild in the streets. Multi-format 
show brings wild perspectives into the 
gallery. Through 5/26. 5564 Almond St., 
Paradise.

SATORI HAIR SALON: Faded Glory Photographs 
of Havana, Michael Goloff’s photographs of 
Cuban buildings and street scenes. Through 
5/31. Free. 627 Broadway, Suite 120, 530-514-
6264. michaelgoloffphotography.com

Museums
BOLT’S ANTIQUE TOOL MUSEUM: Rotating dis-

plays of more than 12,000 kinds of tools. 
Through 6/2. $3. 1650 Broderick St., Oroville, 
530-538-2528. boltsantiquetools.com

BUTTE COUNTY HISTORICAL MUSEUM: WWI 
Exhibition, recently renovated exhibits 
demonstrating the profound changes in 
American society caused by The Great 
War. Through 7/29. 1749 Spencer Ave.

CHICO CREEK NATURE CENTER: Permanent 
Exhibits, including the The Janeece Webb 

Living Animal Museum and the Nature 
Play Room. Through 12/15. 1968 E. Eighth 
St. ccnaturecenter.org

GATEWAY SCIENCE MUSEUM: Brain–The World 
Inside Your Head, an exhibit exploring 
the inner workings of the brain–neurons 
and synapses, electricity and chemis-
try. Through 5/6. $5-$7. 625 Esplanade. 
csuchico.edu

VALENE L. SMITH MUSEUM OF ANTHROPOLOGY: 
Imprisoned at Home, excellent and 
enlightening exhibit on Japanese 
Americans held at the Tule Lake 
Incarceration Camp during WWII. 
Through 5/18. Also, Sacred Splendor, 
exhibit chronicles the history and 
influence of Christian colonization, 
underscoring the faith’s movement 
across the globe from Indo-Portuguese 
carvings to a William Morris cartoon. 
From the collection of Judith E. Hilburg. 
Through 5/11. Also, Night at the Museum, 
Kids mystery tour at the lost lab of a 
time-traveling scientist to crack the 
code of ancient mysteries and save the 
museum exhibit collection. Spots for 
children 6-12 are limited and must be 
reserved in advance. Through 5/4. $25. 
Chico State, 530-898-5397.

BODIES IN MOTION
Shows May 4-31
Chico Art Center
SEE aRT

SUN6
Special Events 
ARTISAN FAIRE: Clothing, jewelry, plants, pottery 

and art available for sale, plus craft work-
shops. Sun, 5/6. Norton Buffalo Hall, 5704 
Chapel Drive, Paradise.

CELEBRATION OF LIFE FUN RUN: This 5k run/walk 
benefits and raises awareness for hospice 
and palliative care. Sun, 5/6, 8:30pm. $25-
$35. One Mile Recreational Area, 300 South 
Park Drive. celebrationoflife5k.com 

CHAMPAGNE OMELET BRUNCH: Made-to-order 
omelets, fresh baked goods, fruit and 
champagne brunch to raise funds for 
local nonprofit groups. Sun, 5/6. $8-$15. 
Manzanita Place, 1705 Manzanita Ave. 
chicorotary.com 

MAGGIE & MARSHA AWARDS CEREMONY: Celebrate 
social justice and community activism in 
Chico. Sun, 5/6. Chico Women’s Club, 592 E. 
Third St.

SEERSUCKER RIDE: Calling all dandies! Get 
decked out in your classic suits and light 
spring dresses for this well-heeled casual 
ride to Five Mile. Bring a picnic basket 
(wicker, natch) and earn 15 bonus fop points 
if you roll up on a penny-farthing. Sun, 5/6, 

10am. Free. Bidwell Mansion State Historic 
Park, 525 Esplanade.

Music 
DEBRA LUCERO BENEFIT: John Seid, Sunday Iris 

and Big Mo & the Full Moon Band perform 
on the deck to raise funds to help elect 
Debra Lucero to the Butte County Board of 
Supervisors. Scotty’s will also donate a por-
tion of the proceeds raised to Butte County 
schools. Sun, 5/6. $20. Scotty’s Landing, 
12609 River Road. 

POPS & LIGHT CLASSICS: The Paradise 
Symphony Orchestra performs popular 
favorites. The concert will also feature 
performances from winners of their 
Young Artist Competition. Sun, 5/6, 
7pm. $15-$20. Paradise Performing Arts 
Center, 777 Nunneley Road, Paradise.                           
paradisesymphony.org 

ST. LAWRENCE STRING QUARTET: One of the fore-
most interpreters of Haydn’s quartets 
infuses energy and passion into all of its 
performances. Sun, 5/6, 2pm. $10-$36. Zingg 
Recital Hall, Chico State, ARTS 279. 530-898-
6333. csuchico.edu 

Theater 
AVENUE Q: See Thursday. Sun, 5/6, 2pm. $10-$20. 

Laxson Auditorium, Chico State.  
530-898-5739. csuchico.edu 

KILLER CABARET: Audience participation is a 
must in this fun murder mystery theater 
thriller hosted by the Malteazers. You’ll 
be assigned a character when you arrive 
and then directed through the interactive 
play by members of the burlesque troupe. 
Murderous cocktails available. Sun, 5/6, 
6:30pm. $15. Birdcage Theatre, 1740 Bird St., 
Oroville. 

MUCH ADO ABOUT NOTHING: See Friday. Sun, 
5/6, 2pm. $10-$15. Butte College Black Box 
Theatre, 3536 Campus Drive, ARTS Building, 
Oroville. butte.edu 

WED9
Music 
HOT BUTTERED RUM: Progressive bluegrass 

outfit reimagine Appalachian string-band 
music from the vantage point of the High 
Sierra. The wildly popular group epitomizes 
California acoustic. Wed, 5/9, 7:30pm. $15. 
Sierra Nevada Big Room, 1075 E. 20th St. 
sierranevada.com

THIS WEEK cONTINUED fROM pagE 23

fOR MORE MUSIC, SEE NIGHTLIFE ON pagE 26
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On The Ridge, where exceptional 
equines hold a considerable 

degree of social status, perhaps 
no other four-legged creature is 

held in such high 
esteem as an 
18-year-old jenny 
named Poppy. 
Poppy’s popular-

ity isn’t just based on numerous 
appearances in the annual Gold 
Nugget Days’ Donkey Derby—
where she clinched her third 
straight victory last Saturday (April 
28)—but also for her legendary 
valor.

“Is this the donkey that fought 
off a cougar?” a star-struck, 
gray-haired man asked Poppy’s 
drover, Henry Schleiger, as the duo 
enjoyed a post-victory lap around 
the perimeter of the derby’s termi-
nus, an obstacle course set up on 
a gravel lot outside of the Magalia 
Community Church.

“This donkey fought off a cou-
gar that had gripped its goat friend 
by the head!” The man gushed, 
relating the story after Shleiger 
confirmed that Poppy was indeed 
the donkey in question. “It was by 
a pond, out in the mud and stuff, 
and [she] kicked him over 30 
times … was hee-hawing in [the 
cougar’s] face … and the cougar 
ran off! A horse would just depart, 
but this donkey withstood a moun-
tain lion!”

Shleiger downplayed details 
about how many times the cougar 
was kicked, but confirmed the tale 
was otherwise true. “It’s pretty 
well-known around these parts,” he 
said, as Poppy soaked in the adora-
tion of her human admirers. 

As sensational as Poppy’s heroic 
tale is, it’s not surprising given the 
history of a mule race that is—by 
design—steeped in ridiculousness. 
This year marked the 60th anniver-
sary of the Donkey Derby and Gold 
Nugget Days, the annual series of 
community events aimed at cel-
ebrating Paradise and The Ridge’s 
Gold Rush history. For roughly 
50 of those years, the derby has 
been overseen by E Clampus Vitus 
(ECV), a pseudo-secret fraternal 
society devoted to booze, history 
and absurdity whose members are 
known as Clampers.

The derby commemorates 
the discovery of the 54-pound 
Dogtown Nugget, discovered 
nearby in April 1859 and carried 
up from the Feather River Canyon 
by a donkey. Drover-and-donkey 
teams (there were four this year) 
travel a 3-mile route that starts at 
Whiskey Flat and winds around 
other colorfully named landmarks 
like “Separation Stretch” and 
“Point of No Return.” Each don-
key is laden with 54 pounds of 
sand in its saddle-packs to symbol-
ize the nugget. 

The obstacle course, where a few 
hundred people gathered Saturday 
to witness the finale, consists of 
car tires, a tunnel and a pool of 
water the teams must navigate. 
Josiah Sandstrom, vice humbug of 
ECV’s Pair ‘O’ Dice Chapter 7-11, 
explained the teams often have a 
much harder time with the obstacles 
than the long, uphill trek. 

He was proven correct: 35-year 
derby veteran Charlie Ryon and his 
partner, Other Brother Darryl, arrived 
several minutes before Shleiger 
and Poppy, but were overtaken by 
the winners as the donkey fought 
the drover through each obstacle. 
They were also passed by Dave 
Greslie—who was competing in 
the event for his 45th year—and his 
donkey, Bentley, who like Greslie 
was dressed in blue jeans. Ryon’s 
20-year-old grandson failed to finish 
after his donkey, Darryl, balked at 
the tires and instead sat down directly 
on top of his drover. Still, all four 
competitors got plaques for placing 
first through third and dead last. 
The first three places also won cash 
prizes, paid out in gunny sacks 
filled with silver coins.

“That’s what happens,” Ryon 
said with a shrug after the race, 
adding there is no fool-proof way 
to teach a donkey to step through 
rubber tires or walk through a 
tunnel. “They either do, or they 
don’t.”           □

Other Brother Darryl shows drover Charlie Ryon who’s the boss at the Donkey Derby.
PHOTO BY BRAD LAMBERT

Hee-hawin’ 
up The Ridge

A ride-along with Clampers at the Donkey Derby 

By
Ken Smith

SCENE
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NIGHTLIFE

3THURSDay
JAZZ AT THE MUSEUM: Accordionist 

Rob Reich and clarinetist Ben 
Goldberg perform Parisian-
influenced jazz that will transport 
you to the banks of the Seine. Thu, 
5/3, 7:30pm. $5-$25. Museum 
of Northern California Art, 900 
Esplanade. 

JAZZ NIGHT: The Chico Jazz Collective 
gets down. Thu, 5/3, 7pm.  Down Lo, 
319 Main St.

KEEP CHICO CREATIVE: SOTA 
Productions presents the fifth 
annual music and arts festival 

showcasing local talent. 
Listen to live music from 

MAWD, Lo & Behold, the 
Scarlet Pumps and the 

North State Symphony, plus 
a dance performance from 

Lumininjas. Thu, 5/3, 6pm-9pm. City 
Plaza.

KELLY TWINS ACOUSTIC: Jon and Chris 
dust off some old favorites with an 
acoustic evening of “living room” 
music. Thu, 5/3, 6pm.  Two Twenty 
Restaurant, 220 W. Fourth St.

MILES CORBIN & ROBERT KARCH: 
Original surf music on the 
patio. Thu, 5/3, 6pm. Grana, 198 E. 
Second St.

SONGWRITERS IN THE ROUND: Musicians 
trade songs and stories. Featuring 
Sunday Iris, Lish Bills and Garrett 
James Gray Thu, 5/3, 7pm. $5. 
Unwined Kitchen & Bar, 980 
Mangrove Ave., 530-321-3571.

4FRIDay
CITIES YWYWF: Bombastic rock ’n’ roll 

duo from Sacramento, plus locals 
Down the Well and SPUN. Fri, 5/4, 
8pm. $7. The Maltese, 1600 Park Ave., 
916-233-6631. maltesebarchico.com

CON BRIO: Vibrant Bay Area funk and 
psychedelic-soul septet features a 
ripping horn section and powerful, 
political songs to get you moving. 
Local songwriter extraordinaire 
Pat Hull opens the show. Fri, 5/4, 
9pm. $13. Lost on Main, 319 Main St. 

DESCENDENTS: Pop-punk innovators 
come to town. Garage-punk trio 
Radkey and energetic melodic rock-
ers Audio Karate open the show. Fri, 
5/4, 8pm. $28.50. Senator Theatre, 
517 Main St. jmaxproductions.net

ERIN HALEY & FIREFLY: Gifted story-
teller sings originals and covers 
in the vein of Emmylou Harris and 
Sheryl Crow. Fri, 5/4, 8pm.  Unwined 
Kitchen & Bar, 980 Mangrove Ave.

HEROES OF ROCK ’N’ ROLL: Enjoy a 
slice of Vegas when this tribute act 
covers songs from the ’50s, ’60s and 
’70s in the lounge. Fri, 5/4, 8:30pm.  
Feather Falls Casino & Lodge, 3 
Alverda Drive, Oroville.

LOCKED IN A CAGE WITH MONSTERS: 
Classic rock and heavy metal. Fri, 
5/4, 9pm. Free. White Water 

Saloon, 5571 Clark Road, Paradise, 
530-877-7100. 

NEF THE PHARAOH: Frequent E-40 
collaborator and 2014’s “Bay Area 
Freshman of the Year” (Thizzler.
com) performs with Show Banga 
and OMB Peezy. Fri, 5/4, 8pm. $25-
$35. El Rey Theatre, 230 W. Second 
St. 

OH MY MAWD!: Chico State alum 
Madeleine Mathews (MAWD) returns 
to town with a set of indie-retro 
rock, plus sets from Sarah Scharf 
(Feisties), Trevor Wolf’s new proj-
ect Meurals and Lo & Behold. Fri, 
5/4, 7:30pm.  Naked Lounge, 118 W. 
Second St.

OPEN MIC: Tito hosts music, comedy, 
poetry and more. Fri, 5/4, 6pm. Lost 
on Main, 319 Main St. 
lostonmainchico.com

ROCKOLOGY: Classic rock covers in 
the lounge. Fri, 5/4, 8:30pm.  Gold 
Country Casino & Hotel, 4020 Olive 
Highway, Oroville.

THE FRITZ: Latin, funk and salsa for the 
Friday Night Concert kick-off. Fri, 
5/4. Free. City Plaza.

UNAUTHORIZED ROLLING STONES: All 
the swagger and strut of Mick and 
the boys without the $300 ticket 
price. Fri, 5/4, 9:30pm. $5. Feather 
Falls Casino & Lodge, 3 Alverda Drive, 
Oroville. featherfallscasino.com

THURSDay 5/03—WEDNESDay 5/09

PUNKS NEVER DIE
1977! This band has been around since 1977! The dudes in 
The Descendents (pictured) are old! This editor learned 
to play drums to ALL in the ’90s! Exclamations aside, the 
band’s blazing, heartfelt songs remain super relevant 
and just as fun as back in the day. Their 2016 album 
Hypercaffium Spazzinate sits right next to their early 
pop-punk masterpieces when they damn near invented 
the genre, and singer Milo Aukerman’s lyrics stand as 
spitting societal indictments from 1982’s “Suburban 
Home” to last year’s Trump lamentation “Who We Are.” 
Radkey and Audio Karate open the show at the Senator 
Theatre on Friday, May 4.

UP TO 11: Come to the dark side with 
hits by hits by Sabbath, Maiden, 
Crüe and more. Fri, 5/4, 9pm. Tackle 
Box, 379 E. Park Ave.

5SaTURDay
BRANDED: Country tribute band plays 

classic songs by Haggard and Strait, 
plus modern pop country from 

PROF, MaC IRV  
& CaSHINOVa
Saturday, May 5
Lost on Main
SEE SaTURDay
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Aldean and Chesney. Sat, 5/5, 9pm.  
Tackle Box, 379 E. Park Ave.

CINCO DE WINO: Glasses of wine for 
$5 all day and music from Off the 
Record at 8pm. Sat, 5/5.  Unwined 
Kitchen & Bar, 980 Mangrove Ave.

COCO DULCE: Songs from Latin 
America, plus delicious pizza avail-
able to order. Sat, 5/5, 6:30pm.  
Farm Star Pizza, 2359 Esplanade. 
farmstarpizza.com

CODE 3: Rock out for Cinco de 
Mayo. Sat, 5/5, 9pm.  White Water 
Saloon, 5571 Clark Road, Paradise, 
530-877-7100. 

COMEDY NIGHT: Becky Lynn hosts Saul 
Trujillo and featured act Nick Larson, 

plus local comics Scott Powers and 
Sydney Hupp. Sat, 5/5, 8:30pm. $5. 
Duffy’s Tavern, 337 Main St.

DRIVER: Paradise rock ’n’ roll trio. Sat, 
5/5, 9pm. Studio Inn Lounge, 2582 
Esplanade, 530-403-6604.

FOREVERLAND: A 14-piece (whoa) band 
pays tribute to the King of Pop from 
the Jackson 5 era to Invincible. Sat, 
5/5, 9:30pm. $5. Feather Falls Casino 
& Lodge, 3 Alverda Drive, Oroville.

HEAVY AF: Atmospheric sludge metal 
five-piece Sól visits from Portland, 
plus sprawling rock odysseys from 
Shadow Limb and noise rock-
ers West by Swan featuring 2018 
CAMMIES bassist of the year Greg 
Hopkins. Sat, 5/5, 8pm. $7. Naked 

Lounge, 118 W. Second St.

HEROES OF ROCK ’N’ ROLL: See 
Friday. Sat, 5/5, 8:30pm.  Feather 
Falls Casino & Lodge, 3 Alverda 
Drive, Oroville.

KLAMATH: Everything from bluegrass 
to rock ‘n’ roll. Sat, 5/5, 5pm.  Rock 
House Dining & Espresso, 11865 
Highway 70, Yankee Hill.

PROF, MAC IRV & CASHINOVA: Midwest 
rappers hit the stage. Rhymesayers 
artist Prof headlines the concert 
with crowd-pleasing jams from his 
latest album, Pookie Baby. Sat, 5/5, 
8:30pm. $15. Lost on Main, 319 Main 
St. lostonmainchico.com

ROCKOLOGY: See Friday. Sat, 5/5, 
8:30pm.  Gold Country Casino & 
Hotel, 4020 Olive Highway, Oroville.

SMOTHERED LIKE A MOTHER: Broad 
Spectrum stand-up comedy spe-
cial featuring mamaritas from the 
bar, two-for-one discounts if you 
bring your mom and probably way 

too many “yo mama” jokes. Sat, 
5/5. $10. The Maltese, 1600 Park Ave. 
maltesebarchico.com

6SUNDay
TIM MCKEE & QUINCEY HAYDEN: 

Afternoon music in celebration of 
Quincey’s 30th birthday. Sun, 5/6.  
Studio Inn Lounge, 2582 Esplanade.

7MONDay
OPEN MIC TWOFER: The evening kicks 

off with Jimmy Reno’s musical open 
mic, followed by a comedy session 
until midnight. Mon, 5/7, 6pm. The 
Maltese, 1600 Park Ave.

9WEDNESDay
CARNAGE: Once purely an EDM artist, 

Carnage has crossed over into hip-
hop production on his latest release 
Battered Bruised & Bloody. Joyzu 
and Snuffy open the concert. Wed, 
5/9, 8pm. $27. El Rey Theatre, 230 W. 
Second St. 

HOT BUTTERED RUM: Progressive blue-
grass outfit reimagine Appalachian 
string-band music from the van-
tage point of the High Sierra. The 
epitome of California acoustic. Wed, 

FIND MORE ENTERTaINMENT aND SPECIaL EVENTS ON PaGE 22THIS WEEK:
5/9, 7:30pm. $15. Sierra Nevada Big 
Room, 1075 E. 20th St. sierranevada.
com

OPEN MIKEFULL: At Paradise’s only 
open mic, all musicians get two 
songs or 10 minutes onstage. Wed, 

5/9, 7pm. $2. Norton Buffalo Hall, 
5704 Chapel Drive, Paradise, 
530-877-4995.

SKIP CULTON: Singer-songwriter plays 
his guitar and shares his glorious, 
flowing mullet. Wed, 5/9, 6:30pm.  
Red Tavern, 1250 Esplanade.

MOUNTaIN 
SONGS
Bridging the narrow 
gap between stoner 
and sludge metal, 
Portland’s Sól (pic-
tured) performs 
heavy, somber 
music that reflects 
the rugged terrain 
and expanse of the 
Pacific Northwest. 
The band’s songs 
tend to be a slow burn, gradually building and stretch-
ing beyond the 10-minute mark. Patience pays off and 
listeners are rewarded with blisteringly hot finales 
showcasing the band’s power and finesse. They play the 
Naked Lounge on Saturday, May 5, with local sluggers 
West by Swan and Shadow Limb.

CON BRIO & PaT HULL BaND
Friday, May 4
Lost on Main
SEE FRIDay

Con Brio
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In You Were Never Really Here, a convulsive mix of film 
 noir and psychodrama, Joaquin Phoenix plays Joe, 

an emotionally damaged loner and ex-soldier who now 
serves as a kind of freelance assassin and strong-arm 

“fixer.” And in this new film by 
Lynne Ramsay (Morvern Callar, We 
Need to Talk About Kevin), Joe finds 
himself assigned the task of retriev-
ing the young “runaway” daughter 
of a prominent politician and doing 
so without getting any official law 
enforcement involved. 

The trail he follows leads into 
some murky sectors of the New York 
underworld, including the backstreets 
of child prostitution, and from there 
into a morass of political and moral 
corruption. Not too surprisingly, 
there’s violence aplenty in this fast-
moving 90-minute tale, and yet all but 
a few furious moments of You Were 
Never Really Here are deeply invest-
ed in other matters—human character 
(the emotional turmoil of Joe, in 
particular, but of others as well), and 
contemporary society (especially the 
psychic weather of an urban industri-
alized world whipsawed by endless 
warring “at home and abroad”).

Joe has multiple brief encounters 
with several more or less generic dispensers of violence 
and evil, but the only other characters who matter to 
him (and hence to us) are his mother (an excellent 
Judith Roberts) and the politician’s daughter Nina 
(Ekaterina Samsonov). With his mother, he shares a 
relationship that is at once warm, tender and distinctly 
troubled. With the mildly enigmatic Nina, he finds an 
eerie sort of kindred spirit (via memories of his own 
brutalized childhood, in part) and a brief chance to try 
his hand at being a father figure—albeit amid the dam-
age and wreckage attributed to several of the story’s 
failed fathers.

As such, You Were Never Really Here is often 
powerful and compelling, but not entirely convincing, 

particularly with its ostensibly “topical” aspects. But 
what really carries the film, for me, are its exceptional 
achievements in creating and evoking the sustained 
disturbances of that “psychic weather.” Weird pacing 
and multi-leveled editing accomplish part of that, but 
there’s a very special brilliance in the metallic clamor, 
percussive rhythms, clashing levels, and dead stops of 
this film’s soundtracks (designed by Paul Davies, with 
eclectic musical contributions by Jonny Greenwood).

At the finish, the more conventional bits of the film 
may not add up to much. But the enigmatic experi-
ence it embodies may give us an extraordinarily clear 
taste of what life feels like in our current and frantic 
historical moment, or would were we not so routinely 
benumbed by it.

In 1964, an American writer named James Lord spent an 
unexpectedly long time (over two weeks) posing for 
a portrait by the revered painter and sculptor Alberto 
Giacometti. Lord wrote a booklength memoir about 
that peculiarly convoluted episode in the life of a great 
artist who was also a dear friend. And now, with Final 
Portrait, Stanley Tucci has written and directed a film 
adaptation of Lord’s book, with Armie Hammer play-
ing Lord and Geoffrey Rush doing a semi-photographic 
impersonation of Giacometti.

Tucci’s film gives a day-by-day account of Lord’s 
sessions at Giacometti’s Paris studio, with particular 
attention to the eccentricities and semi-farcical con-
tradictions in the great artist’s way of working. That 
aspect of the film veers toward stereotypical caricature. 
But there’s greater interest in the rambunctious comedy 
of manners that emerges from scenes celebrating the 
rollicking bohemianism of the artist and his cohort.

Rush and Hammer are especially good in their 
scenes together. As Giacometti’s brother Diego, Tony 
Shalhoub is a deadpan balancing force, and a bridge 
of emotional calm, between the two main characters. 
Clémence Poésy has several piquantly giddy moments 
as Caroline, the young prostitute who for a while 
takes up more of Giacometti’s time and attention (and 
money) than does the woman who actually lives with 
him (Annette Arm, played by a fiercely stoical Sylvie 
Testud).              Ω

4
You Were Never 

Really Here
Starring Joaquin 

Phoenix. Directed 
by Lynne Ramsay. 
Pageant Theatre. 

Rated R. 

3
Final Portrait
Opens Friday, May 

4. Starring Geoffrey 
Rush and armie 

Hammer. Directed by 
Stanley Tucci. Pageant 

Theatre. Rated R.

by
Juan-Carlos 

Selznick

Into the cold 
Joaquin Phoenix’s 
performance high-
light of Pageant’s 
new offerings 

REEL WORLD

You Were Never Really Here
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Reviewers: Bob Grimm and  
Juan-Carlos Selznick.

Opening this week
Bad Samaritan 
A horror/thriller about a young valet who 
takes the cars he’s entrusted with to the 
owners’ residences to steal from them … that 
is, until the night he finds something horrifying 
inside one of the homes. Cinemark 14. Rated R.

3
Final Portrait 
See review this issue. Pageant  
Theatre. Rated R —J.C.S.

Overboard 
The male and female roles that Goldie Hawn 
and Kurt Russell made famous in the 1987 ver-
sion of this comedy are flipped with Eugenio 
Derbez playing the rich jerk with amnesia and 
Anna Faris as the blue-collar worker with 
life lessons to impart. Cinemark 14, Paradise 
Cinema 7. Rated PG-13.

Tully 
The Juno writer-director team (Diablo Cody 
and Jason Reitman) collaborate once again for 
this story about an overwhelmed mother of 
three (Charlize Theron) who is gifted a “night 
nanny” (Mackenzie Davis) with whom she de-
velops a rich friendship. Cinemark 14. Rated R.

Now playing 
Avengers: Infinity War 
The Avengers, the Guardians of the Galaxy, 
and Black Panther and his Wakandan army 
join forces to try and defeat Thanos before he 
destroys the universe. Cinemark 14, Feather 
River Cinemas, Paradise Cinema 7. Rated 
PG-13.

4
Black Panther 
With its black superhero and pre-
dominantly black cast, and its special 

mixture of action fantasy and social history, 
Black Panther is a monumental cultural 
event. And a key part of its specialness is 
that it’s also a richly entertaining movie. 
Writer-director Ryan Coogler and co-writer 
Joe Robert Cole have produced a very 
engaging mixture of action movie and 
epic/utopian allegory. It’s an impressively 
mounted production throughout, and even 
with elements that are routine or generic, it 
makes fine use of a large and appealing cast. 
Chadwick Boseman has the title role. He is 
T’Challa, the newly coronated king of the 
fictional African nation of Wakanda. His Black 
Panther-infused superpowers derive from 
vibranium, the super-strong metal that is 
the basis of Wakanda’s radically advanced 
technology. A key premise of the tale is that 
Wakanda has heretofore kept its highly 
developed civilization hidden from the rest of 
the world. Eventually, the new king will move 
to change all that, and Boseman proves to 
be well attuned to both the warrior and the 
statesman in the character. Cinemark 14. 
Rated PG-13 —J.C.S.

I Feel Pretty 
Amy Schumer plays a young woman struggling 
with insecurity who, after hitting her head, 
starts believing she’s extremely capable and 
beautiful. Cinemark 14, Feather River Cinemas, 
Paradise Cinema 7. Rated PG-13.

5
Isle of Dogs 
Isle of Dogs is another of Wes Ander-
son’s feature-length ventures into 

animation and epic cartoon yarn-spinning, 

and watching it waa, for me, a joy. The main 
characters are dogs, mostly, and the plot 
involves the battle of a small boy (Koyu 
Rankin) and some outcast dogs against a 
cat-loving tyrant who means to eliminate all 
the canines in his realm. There’s an obvious 
hint of allegory with dark echoes of modern 
history running through that, but Isle of Dogs 
is more of a mock epic in a rowdy and whimsi-
cally comical mode. A scruffy joyousness 
comes by way of the playful and nonchalant 
pacing, the amusingly antic (and quasi-
Japanese) visuals, and the frisky and varied 
personalities of nearly a dozen dog charac-
ters. There’s also an impressive cast on hand 
(Bryan Cranston, Bill Murray, Edward Norton, 
Scarlett Johansson, among others) to provide 
the dog voices, but rambunctious storytell-
ing and wise-acre character touches are the 
main founts of serious fun here. Cinemark 14, 
Feather River Cinemas, Paradise Cinema 7. 
Rated PG-13 —J.C.S.

4
A Quiet Place 
John Krasinski directed, co-wrote 
and stars—he’s Lee, a father trying 

to protect his family in a post-apocalyptic 
world besieged by horrific aliens who will tear 
you apart if you make so much as a peep. 
The aliens don’t respond to regular ambient 
sounds—a river running, birds chirping—but 
rather sounds that are more interruptive, 
like fireworks or a person screaming after 
stepping on a nail. The gimmick lends itself to 
some faulty logic at times, but it does provide 
an overall interesting premise. Playing Lee’s 
wife Evelyn, Emily Blunt gives a standout 
performance as somebody forced to keep 
quiet in especially difficult circumstances—
e.g., after a painful injury, or giving birth in a 
bathtub while an alien clicks and claws nearby. 
And Krasinski complements his impressive 
directing chops with a fine performance as a 
guy doing everything to keep his sanity and 
protect his family, including a young deaf 
daughter (played by the superb Millicent 
Simmonds, who is actually deaf) and son 
(Noah Jupe). Both of the kids are terrific here. 
Cinemark 14, Feather River Cinemas, Paradise 
Cinema 7. Rated PG-13 —B.G.

Rampage 
A government experiment results in danger-
ous animals growing to Hulk proportions, and 
it’s up to a primatologist played by The Rock 
and his now super-sized albino gorilla buddy 
named George to put a stop to the rampaging 
monsters. Cinemark 13, Feather River Cin-
emas, Paradise Cinema 7. Rated PG-13.

Ready Player One 
Steven Spielberg directs this sci-fi adventure 
about a virtual-reality world to which people 
of a desolate future Earth escape for fun and 
work, and in which its creator has planted an 
Easter egg that promises control of the whole 
digital reality to whomever finds it. Cinemark 
14. Rated PG-13.

Super Troopers 2 
The Broken Lizard comedy crew returns to 
its roots, bringing the cast of the 2001 original 
film back for a sequel that finds the Vermont 
state troopers tasked with overseeing a dis-
puted territory on the border of Canada and 
America. Cinemark 14, Feather River Cinemas. 
Rated R.

Truth or Dare 
In this game, if you tell a lie or dare not to 
take a dare, you lose your life. Feather River 
Cinemas. Rated PG-13.

4
You Were Never Really Here 
See review this issue. Pageant Theatre. 
Rated R —J.C.S.
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FILM SHORTS



30 CN&R M AY 3 ,  2 0 1 8

 I honestly can’t believe I’m about to say this: I just had 
the most delicious veggie burger … 

It took me a while to get there, though. As a 
meat lover, I have a hard time understanding meat 

substitutes. So, my first two visits 
to OM Foods (OM stands for 
“Organic Mama” and refers to owner 
 Amanda Bosschart) reflected this 
attitude. Meaning, I ordered items 
that included the only meat on their 
menu: fish. I’d heard great things—
raves, even—about OM’s fish tacos. 
I’m not sure my experience was 
quite rave-worthy (my portion of fish 
seemed rather small, about the size 
of my thumb), but it was very good. 
Plus, the fish (mahi mahi) is wild-
caught, so you can feel good about 
eating it. 

I opted for the traditional ($6), 
which comes with chipotle sauce, 
purple cabbage slaw, cilantro sauce, 
green onion and cilantro. Perhaps 
too much purple slaw for me—it 

was falling out the side, occupying much more space 
within the corn tortilla than the fish. The sauces added 
great flavor.

On my second visit, I invited my pescatarian friend 
Mikey to join me. He’s an OM regular, having tried 
almost everything on the menu at the small stand 
where the restaurant started out—in the parking lot of 
Safeway on Nord Avenue. He’d yet to check out the 
new, bigger operation downtown, which features an 
expanded menu of tacos, nachos, salads, acai bowls, 
burgers, dogs and wraps. 

The new space is super comfortable—I’ll call it 
modern hippie chic. The colors are warm and inviting 
and everything from the wood floor emblazoned with 
OM’s logo to the countertops to the restrooms was 

decorated with care and attention to detail. Reggae on 
the stereo system set a decidedly chill mood.

Mikey was excited to try the new “slaw-chos”—
nachos with slaw in addition to brown rice, pinto 
beans, salsa, avocado, cashew cheese and cilantro 
and chipotle sauces ($12). I opted for the kale Caesar 
salad with mahi mahi ($11.25) and a lemonade ($3.50, 
organic and fresh). By accident, we also were served 
a vegan sweet potato taco ($4.75, though we weren’t 
charged).

The slaw-chos were definitely the star of the meal. 
So many flavors, textures and colors made for a 
visually pleasant dish as well as a tasty one. A notable 
plus: The yellow corn chips remained crisp to the 
very last bite. My kale salad was, by contrast, a bit 
too much of one note: kale. Sure, there was the fish, 
purple slaw and the remarkably creamy vegan Caesar 
dressing, accented by “rawmesean.” But there was 
just too much kale for me, and the slaw offered color 
contrast but little in the way of texture to the dish. The 
surprise taco was surprisingly tasty and super filling. 

I couldn’t justify writing about OM without going 
all in and trying one of their many vegan options. 
So, I returned to try the mushroom onion tempeh 
burger ($13). Mikey had attested to the tastiness 
of the tempeh—and he was right. (Tempeh, by the 
way, is deep-fried fermented soybeans.) Piled high 
with sauteed mushrooms and onions, lettuce, tomato, 
cashew cheese, “veganaise” and mustard, this sand-
wich was no joke. 

My biggest, most unexpected observation: The 
tempeh “burger” didn’t taste like “fake meat” or like 
it was missing something. It was flavorful, had a good 
chew, and ultimately was very satisfying. I want to 
note, too, that the green salad I ordered alongside it 
was near perfection, with the shredded carrots and 
beets and pumpkin and sunflower seeds offering great 
crunch. Plus, like all the sauces seem to be, the dill 
dressing was good enough to eat by itself.        □

CHOW

story and 
photo by

Meredith J. 
Cooper

mer e d i t h c@
news r e v i ew. c om

OM Foods:
142 Broadway St.

965-5263
iloveomfoods.com

Open Monday-
Saturday,

 11 a.m.-7 p.m., 

 OM Foods brings an expanded menu 
of fresh, organic fare downtown

Bring 
on the 
tempeh

The slaw-chos (left) and kale Caesar 
salad with mahi mahi at OM Foods.
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IN THE MIX

Quit the Curse
 Anna Burch

Polyvinyl

After years of playing in bands (Frontier 
Ruckus, Failed Flowers), Detroit’s Anna 
Burch has gone solo with her debut album, 
Quiet the Curse. It’s a creatively strong col-
lection of even-keeled pop tunes coated in a thin layer of grit. Burch’s 
straightforward approach suits the sentiments at the heart of the 
songs, like the subdued, reverb-drenched “Belle Isle,” a  lovelorn tune in 
which she laments: “We danced to that song twice in a row/and I can’t 
let go all that easy.” The songs aren’t that punchy, rather they get to 

their point in understated ways, allowing the words 
to pull the listener in, as on “What I Want,” in which 

she sets a thoughtful scene (“at the bar/I was sulking and regretting 
going out”), and over the course of loping progression arrives at a cho-
rus and a realization: “I won’t play the victim/just because I can’t get 
what I want.”

—Robin Bacior

Cinema
Holger Czukay

Grönland

A year after the passing of legendary German 
musician Holger Czukay (co-founder of krau-
trock pioneers Can), Grönland celebrates 
his 80th birthday with Cinema, an expansive five-disc box set with a 
36-page booklet spanning his prolific life of experimentation. From track 
to track, the retrospective jumps all over the place, from light, jazzy 
breaths on opener “Konfigurationen” to deep dives into sound explora-
tion on the 20-minute “Canaxis.” The better-known “ Full Circle R.P.S. 
(No. 7)” shifts from razor-sharp flurrying horns to a meandering guitar 
lead, with rhythmic blips and vocals never quite rising to the surface, 

and a nonchalant snare cyclically shuffling throughout. 
Czukay’s overarching curiosity and humor pull the 

pieces of the aural collage together effortlessly. Even opposites like the 
buoyant “ Hey Baba Reebop” and the more industrial and sparse “Breath 
Taking” feel connected by his penchant for exploration. To top it off, 
much of his work manages to also be catchy, especially the dark,  loungey 
and lo-fi “La Premiere.”

—Robin Bacior

Layers of Us
Mimicking Birds

Glacial Pace Recordings

Portland’s Mimicking Birds occupy the lush sonic 
terrain of the likes of Sigur Ros and Elbow, artists 
with much broader commercial reach. The band 
has flown under the radar for the most part, and if there is any jus-
tice, the undeniable beauty of this third studio effort, Layers of Us, will 
change all that. The subtleties in melodic interplay apparent on “Another 
Time” hint at deep recesses of intellectual and cosmic wonderment, with 
vocalist Nate Lacy’s floating voice adding to the song’s shoe-gazy lush-
ness. The band’s experimental bent is put to work mostly via warbly 

synths and heavy guitar effects, whether supporting 
peppy tracks like “Sunlight Daze” and “A Part” or more 

cerebral downers like “Belongings.” This is a perfectly balanced and fully 
realized record destined for melancholy late-night playlists and ambient 
movie soundtracks. 

—Ryan J. Prado

MUSIC

MUSIC

MUSIC
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ARTS DEVO
by Jason Cassidy • j a sonc@newsre v i ew . com

The heaT Makes Things happen No matter how high temperatures might 
get, May is still spring. But we can see summer from here, and in anticipa-
tion of longer days and a calendar that’s not so packed, arts dEVo is looking 
forward to some serious woodshedding. It’s about time for me to get out to 
that aluminum warehouse by the airport on the edge of the city—where all 
the punk rockers, motorcycle mechanics and private dancers go to do their 
dirty business—and 
crank up the 160 watt 
Peavey Mace and bash 
out some new noise for 
my soul.

And while my crew 
and I wail against the 
machine, maybe you 
should, too? There are 
many opportunities 
in the coming months 
to share art as well as 
pick up some new skills 
for creatively explor-
ing your own human condition.

sing: If you already have a song, you still have time to submit it to Uncle 
dad’s art Collective’s annual small Town, Big sound production, “where 15 
songs are sourced from the community and then arranged for the Uncle Dad 
Orchestra.” Songwriters are invited to perform with the orchestra, too, on 
the stage of the sierra nevada Big Room in September. Up to three submis-

sions per person. Visit uncledad.
co/submit by May 7.

Paint: The Chico art Center 
has resurrected the classic 
Puzzle show fundraiser started 
a couple decades ago at the 
long-defunct drive-By Gallery. 
Local artists Titus Woods and 
david and Jeb sisk are each 
taking a wall and creating wood 
sculptures that are cut up into 
puzzle pieces. The 300 pieces will 
be randomly sold to local artists 
($20 donation each—with pro-

ceeds going to the gallery), who will transform them in their own style and 
return them to the Chico Art Center, where they will rejoin the other pieces 
to create new community-made works for a show opening June 15. Pick up 
your puzzle piece(s) at the gallery (450 Orange St.) starting May 4.

act: On May 19, at 3:30 p.m., the Blue 
Room is holding auditions (cold read-
ing and improv—no monologues) for 
its all-female production of Lord of the 
Flies. They need roughly a dozen young 
women, and high school and junior high 
students are welcome to try out. 

Get skills: If you want to learn how 
to draw, this is an opportunity that is 
too good to pass up. dick Kennedy is a 
retired graphic designer and illustrator 
who has previously taught classes at Chico Art Center and currently shares 
his skills with students of the osher Lifelong Learning institute (OLLI) at Chico 
State. He wants to teach you drawing for free! Kennedy sent me a note ask-
ing to get the word out to anyone interested that he’ll meet you at a coffee 
shop, or wherever else, and help you learn how to draw stuff! Contact him at 
dkartguy@yahoo.com.

Collaborative puzzle art

Woodshredding

Draw me.
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