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Are Parks Trail Systems 

Considered PARKS?
By Carol Benfell

On December 11, the county Board 
of Supervisors is expected to decide if 
stand-alone trails in the county parks 
system will have the same protection 
as parks from nearby cannabis 
operations. 

Sonoma County Regional Parks, 
a county department, operates 
and maintains 57 parks and trails, 
including 14 miles of bikeway trails 
connecting Santa Rosa, Sebastopol 
and Forestville.

The most recently adopted cannabis 
ordinances require that outdoor 
cannabis grows and facilities maintain 
a 1,000-foot setback from parks. This 
restriction does not currently include 
bikeways operated by Regional Parks.

The unprotected bikeways include 
the West County Trail from Sebastopol 
to Forestville and the Joe Rodota Trail 
from Santa Rosa to Sebastopol. The two 
trails are currently defined as Class 
I bikeways and as “transportation 
corridors” because they were 
primarily funded and developed as 
“alternate transportation” corridors, 

By Kathleen Finigan
Sonoma County’s homeless people 

have been dealt a double whammy 
in the last few weeks by dangerously 
smoky air and the sudden drop 
of nighttime temperatures to near 
freezing.  According to Sheriff-elect 
Mark Essick, some 2,600 individuals 
are sleeping on county streets every 
night.

In the last several months, fervent 
pleas by Homeless Action! and other 
advocates to city and county officials 
to act quickly to protect people from 
the winter cold and rains have been 
ignored. Concurrently, a series of 
findings by several independent  
bodies have shown clearly that the city 
and county’s homeless policies are 
not only inadequate but contributing 
to the worsening situation. 

The most recent of these came at the 
Santa Rosa City Council on Tuesday, 
November 13, when Independent 
Police Auditor Bob Aaronson 
presented his 2nd Annual Report.  Mr. 
Aaronson gave the department good 
grades on critical issues such as use 
of force but spoke candidly about the 
failure of the city’s homeless policy.

Homeless
Human Rights 
Crisis Worsens 

Healdsburg 
defines its Mission 
into the Future ~ 29
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Dear Readers,
We just came out of my favorite holiday designed to GIVE THANKS for all 

that we have. Count your BLESSINGS is a family mantra. I inherited a rosy 
perspective on life with my cup full - not just half-full. I credit my father with 
that. None of us had an easy life growing up so I believe he came up with 
survival skills that he thought worthy to pass on to his children. We have used 
those skills throughout the waves we ride that sometimes throw us to shore 
with such force it takes time to recover. But we do, because the sun is always  
shining somewhere, and life goes on as long as we are “looking at the blade 
side of the grass” as Daddy put it!

Right now I have a few too many friends with serious health issues who are 
looking at the end of their lives. They are suffering physically, but most have 
taken the attitude that it’s time to clean up after themselves so they don’t leave 
a mess for others to clean up. It’s the next Big Adventure. Who knows what’s in 
store? It could be wonderful!

Many years ago I had an experience that could be defined as near-death. I 
was lost in darkness and when I looked up I saw a very distant light. I wanted 
to be near that light so much I vaulted myself through the darkness to get 
closer and closer. As the light started to encompass me, I felt more love and joy 
than I could ever imagine. It was far beyond anything I had experienced in my 
life. I wanted to BE there...to be part of that light - but a voice said, “Turn back. 
It’s not time. Go back.” 

My heart sank but I followed instructions and turned around heading back 
into the darkness with disappointment. When I became conscious I never 
forgot that experience. All the books I have read tell me that death is the 
journey into this light of love and joy. But only people who really believe it get 
to go there. We go where we think we will go! Well, I’m choosing that light 
when the time comes! That’s for sure!

But right now I am surround by love and joy and wonder and 
beauty and all that LIFE has to offer. So as we end this year, I 
want to share some of my rosy perspective with you. There is 
joy everywhere…you just have to see it that way. As Daddy said, 
“Attitude is Everything.” Happy Holidays & HAPPY NEW YEAR!

REACH our LOYAL Readers - COUNTYWIDE 
at more than 1,000 Distribution Locations:

Newstands, Restaurants, Stores, Cafés, Waiting Rooms…EVERYWHERE!

CALL Dana Johnson @ 707-707-322-3403
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LETTERS cont’d on page 4

Regional Park Trails 
are Public Parks

There is growing public concern 
with the county government’s 
cannabis ordinance not considering 
regional park trails as being “public 
parks.”  This issue recently came to 
a head with a commercial cannabis 
operation that is being proposed for a 
property that is adjacent to the West 
County Trail near Graton. 

Graton residents and trail users 
are requesting that county officials 
include all Sonoma County Regional 
Trails in the “public parks” definition 
of the cannabis ordinance.  This 

definition would insure that the 
cannabis ordinance is amended to 
require that trails such as the West 
County Regional Trail and the Joe 
Rodota Regional Trail are given the 
same setback as other parks, generally 
1,000 feet from cannabis operations.

Sonoma County residents use 
regional trails as linear parks for 
walking, introducing children to 
nature, sitting on park benches, and 
enjoying wildlife.  These trails are 
viewed by the public as parks because 
they are easily accessible, scenically 
beautiful, and have well-surfaced 
trails that can be used by the elderly 
and handicapped.

Recreating families, children, the 
elderly, and the disabled should not 
be exposed to the visual presence or 
odor from a commercial cannabis 
operation.  Even the cannabis 
ordinance prohibits grows near parks 
and other “sensitive areas.”  Many 
members of the public perceive 
marijuana operations as potential 
sites for robbery and crime.  It is not 
appropriate to have these operations 
located close to park trails because of 
these public concerns.

If you love these trails as I do, 
I urge you to contact the Sonoma 
County Board of Supervisors and 
request these trails be considered 

What’s Wrong with 
Cannabis Ordinance

Thanks to the author for making 
excellent points regarding this issue. 
My opinion: vineyards and pot farms 
need to be regulated with the same 
constraints that provide protection 
for neighboring residents. I live near 
a well known vineyard and it is a 
reality for me that at a certain point 
in the growing cycle it begins to smell 
like I’m in a bottle of wine sitting 
on my porch. The county needs to 
apply equal justice to wine and weed 
growers to protect residents.

Beef Mcwin
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LETTERS cont’d from page 3

LETTERS cont’d on page 6

“public parks” and that any cannabis 
operation must meet the same 
setback requirement as other parks 
– 1,000 feet, with a very limited 
exceptions.

Better yet, come to the Board 
of Supervisors’ meeting on the 
morning of December 11, when 
the Board will decide this issue. Let 
the Supervisors know that you want 
Regional Park Trails to be designated 
parks. The exact times will be posted 
on the agenda of the Board’s website 
on the Friday before the meeting.

Emails for the supervisors are:
Lynda.Hopkins@sonoma-county.org 
David.Rabbitt@sonoma-county.org
James.Gore@sonoma-county.org
Susan.Gorin@sonoma-county.org
Shirlee.Zane@sonoma-county.org

Please CC Reg.Parks Director:
Bert.Whitaker@sonoma-county.org

Sincerely, Chris Stover 

Bread spread THICK 
with FRESH - LOCAL 

GUIDE, Nov. 2018
Hi Vesta, Thank you for the bread 

and butter guide. I was surprised to 
find out that there is such a thing as 
vegan butter. Yay! However, I just 
want to add that the list would not be 
complete without adding Nightingale 
Bread in Forestville. Check out their 
rye bread, it is the best. 

~ Amy Calhoun 
I love Nightingale RYE as well...they 

may not have been there on Wednesday 
(Rye Day) but you can see a Nightingale 
label on the bread photo so I know they 
picked up bread! ~ Vesta

Jackalope Gardens 
in Graton

Just curious. How did you pick the 
name Jackalope Gardens? Jackalope 
is a very nice, high-end THC strain. 
Do you have other places where you 
grow Jackalope? Do you plan to grow 
any here?

Carol Benfell

Remember that who an applicant is 
is irrelevant in that use permits run 
with the land no matter who owns it. 
The actual submitted plans and the 
associated issues are what one wants 
to address on any project, especially 
in this case and with this industry. 
Google anything about the cannabis 
industry in Oregon for example. They 
can’t give it away. As cannabis prices 
per pound approach zero, which is 
where they are heading, many areas 
will be left with empty facilities 
covering up agricultural land forever.

Cary Fargo

Camp Meeker Players
Thanks for telling your readers 

about Camp Meeker Players, Tom! 
(Tom Austin, Camp Meeker Beat) If only 
the creativity and energy of our 20s 
in Camp would return, we’d have 
another play! 

Lyndi Brown

TOT Distribution
Supervisor Rabbit comment about 

TOT distribution says a lot about his 
outlook on the west county.

Dear Rabbit: it is not a “slippery 
slope” to reconsider tax revenue 
distribution policies at the county 
level - in fact that is exactly the kind 
of consideration you are paid so 
well to do on our behalf. Perhaps we 
should reconside.

Thanks to the Gazette and the 
author for keeping us in the loop.

(Supervisors Approve Winter Homeless 
Shelters, Update County’s Temporary 
Rental Tax by Will Carruthers - Nov. 13, 
2018 Web only)

Beef Mcwin

(Jackalope Gardens Proposed Cannabis 
Operation in Graton FAQ for Concerned 
Residents. Nov 8, 2018 Web Only)

Recology Green Bins
I am now drafting my third letter 

to you, the previous ones going out 
in Feb. and April of this year. I talked 
to one of your staff following my 
April letter, and his main message 
was “be patient.” Well, more than 
an additional six months have now 
passed and those of us on Harrison 
Grade Rd. and other nearby areas 
STILL have no green bin service.

I am working with my entire 
community to prepare our properties 
with Defensible Space as outlined by 
the local and state Fire Departments. 
We are required to do major pruning 
as well as clearing out dried plant 
debris around our homes. Once again, 
we have no place to put this plant 
debris! As Butte County now burns, 
I am even more disturbed that we do 
not have weekly green bin service so 
that we can get rid of our plant debris 
on a timely basis, rather than making 
big piles of flammable kindling all 
around our homes.

One of the colleagues I am working 
with on fire safety lives on Joy Rd., a 

street much narrower and harder to 
traverse than ours. He told me that 
his neighborhood is entitled to two 
of the large green bins, just for the 
asking. I cannot imagine why we are 
such second-class citizens that we 
don’t have any service at all while 
they can have two bins.

Please explain.
Sincerely, Carolyn Sell

RESPONSE from Recology 
There are a few hard-to-reach areas 

in western Sonoma County that don’t 
currently have compost (green cart) 
service. We inherited them this way, 
and we are actively working on route 
optimization/adding routes to be 
able to provide compost service to 
them. I forwarded this letter to our 
Operations Manager in the hopes that 
he could provide an updated timeline 
on the project to me. I will keep you 
posted.

Regarding Carolyn’s other letter 
that is attached – I can help to clarify. 
The SCWMA Board was selecting 
a new compost facility proposal. 
Recology submitted a proposal 
along with eleven other companies. 
They ultimately selected Renewable 
Sonoma (same owner – Will Bakx – as 
the former Sonoma County compost 
facility that was shut down a few 
years ago). We fully support their 
decision and have been working with 
Will Bakx to prep for his facility to 
open in the next couple years. All that 
said, the hauling of the compostable 
material was never in question – just 
the facility. We are still the contracted 
hauler.

Thank you,
Celia Furber
Waste Zero Manager

OPEN LETTER to Timber Cove 
Community about Fire Risk
I urge everyone in the Timber Cove 

Community to inspect the power 
lines in our neighborhood. Years 
ago I insisted that PG&E sleeve the 
bare lines over Pine Court with a 
protective insulation. I am glad I did, 
as the pines and firs nearby drop 
branches on a regular basis.

A branch on an insulated line is not 
a problem. A branch across the bare 
conductors is a direct short circuit, 
causing the wire to burn-through and 
drop, igniting anything nearby.

I must alert the population of 
the uninsulated, bare high voltage 
overhead power lines that cross 
Highway One at the South entrance 
to Lee Drive. These bare power lines 
run up through the forest to the 
lines on Timber Cove Road. 
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OPINION: Jackalope gardens in Graton
By Anna Ransome 

A recent application for a large commercial cannabis grow and processing 
facility adjacent to Graton homes and the West County Trail has put a spotlight 
on the county’s evolving cannabis regulations. 

The project, a poster child for neighborhood incompatibility, is currently on 
hold. According to planner Scott Davidson, the applicant needs to address a 
multitude of issues, including site access, biological resources, crime and safety, 
land use conflicts, neighborhood compatibility, proximity to the trail, surface 
water runoff, traffic and water supply.

Friends of Graton (FOG) is a local grassroots group formed to help guide 
thoughtful decision making in ways that benefit our community and our unique, 
fragile natural environment. 

Some 453 people have signed our petition opposing the Jackalope Gardens 
aka Loud Enterprises project on a 13- acre parcel with Diverse Agriculture 
zoning. The project calls for 18 greenhouses, 30 parking spaces, 8-foot-high 
perimeter fencing, 5,050 square feet of buildings, 12 water storage tanks, 
surveillance cameras and a security station—all accessed by narrow Railroad 
Street and visible from the West County Trail.

FOG raised these issues at the October 16 Board of Supervisors meeting, where 
Supervisors were considering amendments to the current cannabis regulations. 
Some regulations were sent back for further study, including the issue of setbacks 
from trails, such as the West County Trail, that are operated and maintained by 
Sonoma County Regional Parks. 

Fifth District Supervisor Lynda Hopkins supports a 1,000-foot buffer zone 
separating cannabis operations from trails, the same setback given to Regional 
Parks. The Board is expected to decide the trail/park issue on Tuesday, December 
11 at 9 a.m. at the Board of Supervisors Chambers, 575 Administration Drive, 
Santa Rosa.

FOG believes that commercial cannabis on ag land near neighborhoods 
exacerbates compatibility issues. The county-required security measures for 
cannabis grows (night lighting, surveillance cameras, high fences and guards in 
some cases) raise huge issues when they are proposed adjacent to families, homes 
and neighborhoods. 

FOG has no issue with cannabis per se. We recognize its medical benefits 
and the benefits to society of de-criminalization. However, it is likely that few 
voters fully understood the difficulties of leveraging an industry with such high 
security needs and potential to blight neighborhoods into existing zoning in 
rural areas of the county.

FOG opposes the Loud Enterprises project for these reasons:
WEST COUNTY TRAIL PROXIMITY – Setbacks of 1,000 feet are necessary 
to protect trail users from odors and visible cannabis plants, and to preserve one 
of the loveliest uninterrupted trail vistas of the Atascadero riparian and wetland 
areas.  Common sense and county regulations require that children not be 
exposed to cannabis grows, yet this project would be in full view from the West 
County Trail and from previously peaceful, rural neighborhoods accustomed to 
fresh air and dark night skies.
RAILROAD STREET ACCESS -- Every resident on this narrow, one-lane, 
dead-end street opposes this project. Even now, garbage trucks and delivery 
vans must back into this narrow road because there are no turn-arounds. If the 
project were permitted, and the road widened, most shrubs, trees and fences 
that separate Railroad Street from the trail would have to be removed, affecting 
privacy and public safety.
FLOODING – We have a notoriously high water table, and the creek floods 
during high water events, inundating a third of the parcel. Adding impermeable 
surfaces, such as roofs, will increase flooding on nearby properties.
ODORS – Odors are one of the main complaints from neighbors of existing 
cannabis operations. Prevailing southwest winds would carry any odors 
throughout Graton. 
RODENTICIDES – These are commonly used to kill rodents that destroy 
cannabis plants, with resulting incidental kills of hawks, bobcats, coyotes and 
other predators that feed on rats, mice and gophers.
NOISE – Vehicle trips by a projected 16 employees, delivery vans and trucks 
would increase noise levels on this very quiet street, as would fans, pumps, water 
treatment equipment, and the like.

Clearly, there is pressure to streamline the cannabis permitting process, but 
perhaps our Board of Supervisors should consider Supervisor David Rabbitt’s 
suggestion for a moratorium on cannabis approvals until the gray areas of the 
ordinances are resolved. Applicants should know exactly what they can and can’t 
do before spending countless dollars for unnecessary drawings, studies and fees. 
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Prescribing Opioids
I believe there’s a serious downside 

to the new, stricter laws on doctors 
prescribing opioids. A member of 
my family stopped drinking 25 years 
ago and greatly reduced her use of 
tobacco. After having her prescription 
for opioids reduced by half, the 
unbearable pain has led her back to 
heavy use of both. Is this progress? 
People with a legitimate need for 
opioids ae being hurt. Those who 
have ben abusing it recreationally 
will find a source anyway.

Here’s a quote from a doctor:
beckershospitalreview.com/

opioids/viewpoints-2-physicians-on-
the-pros-cons-of-opioid-prescribing-
limits.html

Halena M. Gazelka, MD, 
assistant professor of anesthesiology 
and perioperative medicine and 
practitioner of pain medicine at 
2018 Minnesota based Mayo Clinic, 
believes  limits on prescriptions will 
do more harm than good.

“It goes without saying that opioids 
should be prescribed in the smallest 
quantity necessary to address the 
clinical need, but government limits 
on the ability of physicians to decide 
the appropriate use of opioids for 
their patients aren’t the answer,” 
Dr. Gazelka wrote. “They could end 
up doing more harm than good, by 
depriving millions of people of the 
pain relief they desperately, and 
legitimately, need.”

Robert Feuer
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LETTERS cont’d from page 4
The South entrance of Lee Drive 

is at the foot of an un-named creek 
canyon that cuts up through the 
heart of our subdivision. A fire 
starting here would flash through the 
neighborhood before an alarm could 
be sounded. It is also the location of 
a bad turn in narrow, busy Highway 
1, where accidents have happened in 
the past.

I ask each and everyone who is 
concerned about a fire event here 
in Timber Cove to stand at the 
South entrance of Lee Drive and 
look uphill. The entire right side 
of the narrow, uphill road is lined 
with a solid mass of dead and dying 
vegetation and trees, crowding the 
single traffic lane. All of the way up 
the hill; about halfway up the hill, 
the dead trees form an arc over the 
roadway, joining with equally dead 
trees on the other side of the street. 

In a fire event, it would be 
impassable; Residents of Lee Drive 
could not escape, and emergency 
responders would not be able to reach 
them. This wall of dead trees, mostly 
oaks under the dying pines, smothers 
the creek canyon that parallels Lee 
uphill. The dead forest, thick from 
the ground to the crowns of the trees 
with tinder-dry ladder fuels extends 
to the south directly over to, and 
beyond, the Bare Uninsulated High 
Voltage PG&E Power Lines and on to 
Busy Highway One.

The dead forest continues uphill 
along the creek canyon between 
Smith Court, Lee Drive, Umland 
Circle, and Rust Drive. This is the 
worst build-up of ladder fuels of such 
a concentration, in such a vulnerable 
area of homes and families. The 
potential for loss of life and property 
is very real.

To get an idea of the vast swath 
of dead fuels compiled in this creek 
canyon, go over to Smith Ct, off of 
Timber Cove Road.

While driving from Lee to Smith, 
go slowly along Highway 1 and 
observe the obvious brown, solid 
wall of dead vegetation crowding up 
under the dying Pine trees, pause and 
try to look up the PG&E power line 
easement. Although some re-clearing 
of the actual easement has recently 
taken place, the dying spindly pine 
trees looming over the bare power 
lines, leaning in from the private 
properties adjacent, are a ticking time 
bomb. 

 A pine tree (notoriously shallow-
rooted) out of the PG&E easement, 
but within striking distance of the 
bare lines will be the match that lights 
the fuse. The properties surrounding 

the PG&E easement are in a terrible 
state of overgrowth & ladder fuels, 
with an abundance of pine trees at 
the end of their life cycle, drought-
stressed and tinder-dry.

Once you get over to Smith Court, 
go to the bottom of the cul-de-sac and 
walk out towards the ocean. (Note 
the signs spiked to the trees, you 
are on the Trail Easement). Looking 
downhill, you are on the other side of 
the creek canyon from Lee Drive, and 
uphill from the power lines. Notice 
the dead tanbark oaks, everywhere, 
with no evidence that anyone has 
even tried to abate even some of the 
fire danger.

Here is the problem: Until 
recently, the Timber Cove Fire Safe 
Policies would have overseen a 
methodical inspection and follow-up 
with the property owners to have 
the problem abated. That plan has 
been replaced with a plan where the 
TCCWD/TCHA report a property to 
the County Emergency Fire Services 
and the County cites the property 
owner. 

There is one big difference 
between the Timber Cove 
Fire Safe Policies and the 
County Ordinance: The County 
Ordinance only covers the 10’ (TEN 
FOOT) roadside buffer. That is it. 
The County does not go beyond the 
area immediately along the road. 

These property owners who 
are sitting on the single most 
dangerous build-up of fire fuels in 
an inhabited neighborhood are not 
in any violation. And do not have to 
clean up a thing, except for a “mow 
and blow” along the road. They save 
themselves thousands of dollars they 
would have to spend to do some true 
fire abatement. The residents of Lee 
Drive that would be trapped when 
the dead trees over the road ignite.

People in charge are playing 
games and politics while refusing to 
acknowledge that a very real danger 
exists. And that the danger is on their 
own properties. 

I am saddened and outraged at 
once. We need to get beyond this 
Soap Opera at the Coast that has been 
playing these last dozen years and 
stand together against this climate 
monster. The trees within striking 
distance of the high voltage lines 
MUST be removed…NOW. 

As to the giant step backwards, 
the elected Timber Cove Leaders 
have taken by shelving our Fire Safe 
Timber Cove Plan and replacing it 
with a plan that does not address 
our urban-wildland interface issues, 
shame on you.

Sincerely, Tim McKusick
Tinber Cove
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with transportation grants from CalTrans and other sources. 
An applicant, Jackalope Gardens, is now proposing a 13-acre grow and 

processing facility next to the West County Trail in Graton. Their initial plan 
includes an 8-foot security fence with security lighting, a guard station, water 
storage tanks, a processing facility, an employee building, greenhouses and a 
30-car parking lot.

The project would replace open fields along the trail, and eliminate scenic 
views of trees, wetlands and wildlife. Graton residents and trail-users were 
aghast, and have been emailing, calling and writing Supervisors, imploring 
them to protect the West County Trail and change its designation from 
“transportation corridor” to “park.”

For them, the trail is in fact a park, providing an opportunity for old and 
young to walk, bicycle, skateboard, bird watch, walk dogs and rest on park 
benches. It’s the only park-like place the town has had for the past 30 years.

At its December 11 meeting, Supervisors are expected to decide if 
the West County Trail and the Joe Rodota Trail should be included 
in the setback requirement and if Jackalope Gardens must place its 
cannabis plants and structures at least 1,000 feet from the trail.

The decision would expand the interpretation of “parks” in the county 
General Plan, a blueprint for future land use, growth and development. As 
such, it would also affect future trail corridors.

For instance, Regional Parks has long contemplated bikeways from 
Petaluma to Sebastopol and from Sonoma Valley to Santa Rosa. With funds 
from newly approved Measure M, those trails will likely see significant 
development over the next 10 to 15 years. 

The Supervisors’ December 11 meeting begins at 9 a.m. in the 
Administration Building, 575 Administration Drive, Santa Rosa.

If you cannot attend the meeting,  please email your letter:
5th District:  Lynda.Hopkins@sonoma-county.org 
1st District: Susan.Gorin@sonoma-county.org 
2nd District: David.Rabbitt@sonoma-county.org
3rd District: Shirlee.Zane@sonoma-county.org
4th District: James.Gore@sonoma-county.org
5th District: Lynda.Hopkins@sonoma-county.org
Reg.Parks Director: Bert.Whitaker@sonoma-county.org

TRAILS cont’d from page 1
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Turning Point
During the solar eclipse of August 2017, over half a million cars entered 

Wyoming and jammed roadsides and towns along the path of the total 
blackout. Afterwards, when organizers tallied incidents of road rage, theft, or 
conflict, there simply were none. In the presence of the larger order and mystery 
we are part of, wonder and connectedness eclipsed divisions and fears. 

During the wildfires here in California last year, and in the recovery efforts 
since then, large amounts of people have spontaneously  joined in peaceful 
cooperation, to help and support those who suffered from the fires.  When 
reminded that larger forces of the cosmos and nature hold us in their sway, our 
instinct is to go for unity with others, not separation, to ensure our survival and 
well being as individuals and as a species. 

If it is true that species stay the same until suddenly a great deal of evolution 
happens in a short amount of time, then the rapid and intensifying changes in 
culture, technology, climate, biodiversity, water and food happening right now 
indicate a possible turning point in our evolution. We are presented with many 
moments of choice between continuing to act out of habit, or acting from a new 
level that truly benefits ourselves and others. Pema Chodrin says “Almost every 
moment of your life, you have a choice whether to open or close, to hold on or 
let go, to harden or to soften, to step up or pull back…the choice is presented 
again and again and again.” Every daily action and choice builds the future.

The unimaginable stretches of distance and time beyond Earth, the 
confounding nature of energy, the astonishing beauty of our little planet, the 
mystifying combination of brokenness and grace in the human spirit -  these 
perceptions promote humility and surrender to our need for connecting with 
others and with Nature herself. In this upcoming season of holidays celebrating 
gratitude and miracles and transformation - I wish for all of us the courage to 
keep faithful to the deeper dimensions of experience and to keep our hearts 
open to our gifts and possibilities!

As the author of a calendar, five years ago I took the liberty to create a new holiday. 
January 12th is Universe Day - a reminder of our true place in the grand scheme 
of things. For December, some of the holidays I choose to include are December 2 - 
Environmental Protection Act 1970, December 10 - Human Rights Day 1948 and 
December 26 - Endangered Species Act 1973. Other unique eco holidays, as well 
as beautiful photos and inspirational thoughts, fill the pages of the In Love With 
Earth calendar. The 2019 edition can be ordered at www.earthlovinglens.com. Profits 
benefit Daily Acts.

By Peter Posert & Friends

We all had to do it back then, every one of us.  
It must have been 4th or 5th grade.  We were studying the local Native 

Americans, a prelude to anthropology much much later.  We made tule 
canoes and read about the genocide and one day we were taken out of the 
classroom to gather a pile of acorns and told acorns were the staple food.  We 
all peeled our acorns and mashed ‘em up and took the precious acorn powder 
home in a little sack with directions for our Moms.  

Here now comes a unique restaurant to Sonoma County, Werowocomoco, 
based upon Native American flavors and I think, “OK, I’m in.  Let’s go check 
it out.” The restaurant is housed in Virginia Dare Winery, one of Francis 
Ford Coppola’s wine empire’s flagship wineries.    There is a big Teepee out 
front.  It’s enough to excite on the one hand, and give a bit of trepidation on 
the other.  “Is this just an amusement park restaurant?” I thought to myself as 
I walked up the stairs to the entrance.

There is a lot not to like about Werowocomoco, but really, the main thing 
is, nobody is going to complain about the food quality.  It is an outstanding 
restaurant in our midst.  It has a theme, there are culinary places to land that 
are challenging and wonderful, it is decorated tastefully with twinkling lights 
on the ceiling, and the staff is efficient, attentive and friendly.  

Werowocomoco is a very good restaurant.
After ordering, the waitstaff gave out a small little taster cup of nicely 

flavored popcorn.  Popcorn at a nice restaurant!  That’s just awesome no 
matter what language you speak or where you come from.  More popcorn!

Fry bread tacos.  ‘Nuff said.  Worth the trip alone.
Sweet potato fries with little dried berries in the mix.  Great flavor.
Bison burgers.  Healthier than beef and more delicious.
Salads that satisfy with plenty of ‘stuff’ for flavor - very very good.

The centerpiece of the whole 
experience is fall-off-the-bone tender, 
juicy, deeply flavored bison ribs.  
Buying beef ribs has gotten to be a joke 
- the butchers around here cut all the 
meat off!  It’s hard to find great ribs, but 
these… Werowocomoc’s ribs take the 
dish to a whole new dimension with the 
more deeply flavored bison meat.  

The BBQ sauce on the side is nice, but 
just to savor the richness of real bison 
meat, in a native American restaurant, 
with the twinkling lights like the stars 
above is a sort of primeval treat.

The thing is though, there aren’t any bison in this area save the pen in 
Golden Gate Park.  This isn’t a local native American restaurant at all, it’s 
about the mid-west or Virginia or somewhere else.  While Werowocomoco is 
totally good and highly recommended, I was wondering where on the menu 
are the local nuts, berries, shellfish, roots, venison, elk, etc. that were the foods 
of our local indigenous peoples?  

Critics generally come in two shapes; either they are shaped by the local 
cuisine or they help shape it themselves.  What hopefully happens is a little 
of both.  In this case, I can only hope our Sonoma County community gets as 
inspired for more native foods as I was from eating the delicious foods (and 
those ribs!) at Werowocomoco.  Maybe someone will spring into action or 
Weowocomoco will present more local native cuisine.  Someday maybe, I’ll 
have a really great acorn pancake.

WERO (Werowocomoco)
American Native Food
Virginia Dare Winery

22281 Chianti Road, Geyserville
(707) 735-3575  - www.virginiadarewinery.com

Friday – Sunday from 11am–5pm 
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NEW in Duncans Mills…On Quilted Wings
I was coming out of Pig Alley recently when a woman came up to me 

asking what other shops are in town. I started naming each one and its 
specialty, but when I came to On Quilted Wings she literally burst into 
screams of delight. I barely finished my sentence and she was off!

Quilters are a passionate group of artisans. What’s the next challenge? 
What’s new? What’s old and traditional? 

Marge Gross is a delightful, quiet woman who is more than humble about 
her extraordinary talent. She quietly cuts, irons and sews while customers 
wonder at the beauty, the skill of her craft, her imagination and use of colors. 

For non-quilters who simply love the beauty of the craft, she has placemats 
and other useful items for sale. And of course, amazingly beautiful coverlets. 
And yes, she sells fabrics and holds classes for people wanting to learn more. 
Marge can create a custom-made piece for you.
On Quilted Wings, 25185 Maint St. #1, Duncans Mills 707.865.9081.
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 Under Santa Rosa’s Homeless Encampment Assistance Pilot Project, the 
police relentlessly track down and evict campers who have no other place 
to go.  Mr. Aaronson reported that, “Officers have a hard time knowing that 
they are only ‘turfing’ the problem, pushing it around from one location 
to another and that, in the process of doing so, that they may be creating 
additional suffering in the homeless community. This work, in addition to 
changing nothing for the disadvantaged, has only damaged officer morale.”

 Council members were defensive and attempted to invalidate Aaronson’s 
findings but members of the public staunchly supported him.  

“Mr. Aaronson is telling the truth,”  declared Homeless Action! member 
Kathryn Jurik, adding that homeless advocates have been told the same 
thing by police for some time.  “Council members seem to think that they can 
protect their failing policy by attacking him and throwing their own front line 
officers under the bus,” she said.

This year, systematic violations of international human rights standards 
for homeless people have been raised again and again by highly credible 
sources.   On October 20, the Sonoma County Commission on Human Rights 
announced that it had resolved on the basis of Article 25 of the Universal 
Declaration as well as the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 
Rights that local governments have been carrying out “aggressive action in 
eliminating unsanctioned encampments without providing short or long term 
housing options for all residents without shelter and thus falling short of their 
obligation to honor the human rights of all residents.”  

Such actions “effectively criminalize homelessness,” said Commission 
Chair Kevin Jones, adding that such criminalization contravenes the U.N. 
Committee of the Elimination of Racial Discrimination and constitutes 
“cruel, inhuman and degrading treatment” in violation of U.N. Article 9.

The Sonoma County Chapter of ACLU confirmed such violations and 
supported the Human Rights Commission resolution calling for “a safe 
camping area, as promised, for immediate use with security, hygiene and 
sanitation facilities, trash collection and case management services” as well 
as the creation “with all due haste” of safe haven villages of tiny homes with 
the same wraparound services.  Such solutions have taken firm root in Seattle, 
Portland and elsewhere as a continuum of the Housing First mode, which is 
embraced by both the county and the city.

In September, U.N. Special Rapporteur Leilani Farha decried homeless 
conditions in the Bay Area as “a cruelty that is unsurpassed.” Citing 
the denial of access to water, sanitation, health services and other basic 
necessities, Farha demanded that “Such punitive policies must be prohibited 
by law and immediately ceased.”

  In Santa Rosa Homeless Action! has, for example, provided portable 
toilets to encampments on numerous occasions.  In every instance, the toilets 
were removed by authorities within 24 hours.  Adrienne Lauby, co-founder 
of Homeless Action! says that the current situation is dire.  “Homeless people 
die in the rain and cold every winter in Sonoma County.  Shame on us for 
allowing people no option other than the vulnerability and degradation of 
sleeping outside while public and private buildings sit empty.”

HOMELESS cont’d from page 1

By Annie Silverman, Senior Programs Coordinator with Daily Acts 
Imagine yourself sitting on the porch, admiring the beautiful landscape, 

and sharing a story with your neighbor. Walk inside to the compact but 
cleverly designed space, sit at the bar, and take a deep breath—you’re home. 

Homes for Sonoma, a consortium of professionals from diverse fields, 
joined together to brainstorm solutions to the housing crisis exasperated by 
the 2017 fires. Prior to the fires, Sonoma County faced a competitive housing 
market—the county’s median house price had reached an all-time high of 
$576,000.  The county’s homeowner vacancy rate was 1.1% while the rental 
vacancy rate was 3.3% (Sonoma County Economic Development Board, 2018.) 
These numbers reflect data collected in 2016 and do not take into account 
the 5,636 structures destroyed or the 317 damaged in 2017 (CalFire, 2018.) 
Needless to say, those facing displacement after the fires are presented with a 
myriad of challenges in securing stable, safe, and comfortable interim housing. 

The solution that Homes 
for Sonoma created 
are low-cost, elegantly 
designed modular house 
communities located on 
private property leased 
and managed by a housing 
agency. Residents who lost 
their homes in the 2017 
fires will be able to call this 

new community home for a period of time within the next three years while 
they secure permanent housing. The homes are made to be mobile, meaning 
they can be deconstructed and reused for other housing applications. This 
model presents both a short-term solution for immediate housing relief and a 
long-term solution for affordable housing options. 

Daily Acts is proud to partner with Homes for Sonoma to host an 
educational workshop to install a beautiful water-wise garden at the very 
first model site on December 8th, 2018. Come take part in the action as we 
work alongside the residents who will occupy the first five homes and build 
community from the ground up. . You’ll learn more about this innovative 
project, as well as plant selection for a drought-tolerant and rainwater-
friendly garden. We invite you to help welcome the new residents—bring a 
potluck dish to share as we will be breaking bread while we break ground. We 
hope to see you there!
Saturday, December 8th, 2018 @  aPrivate Residence, please visit www.
dailyacts.org/events for complete information. Please bring: A potluck dish 
ready to share, a wheelbarrow, gloves, water, and shovel if you can. 

Modular Buildings to Provide a 
Beautiful Temporary Home

A Soft Landing: 
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Accessory Dwelling Unit Survey
The County of Sonoma and partnering cities want your input on potential 

barriers and incentives for building accessory dwelling units and/or junior 
accessory dwelling units. Thank you for taking the time to fill out this survey 
to inform our efforts to increase 
housing in Sonoma County. 
What are ADUs and JADUs? 

Accessory Awelling Units 
(ADUs) are backyard cottages of 
up to 1,200 square feet. An ADU 
is a small permanent home that 
may be established in addition 
to the main dwelling on a parcel 
zoned for residential use. ADUs 
may be attached or detached from 
the main dwelling.

Junior Accessory Dwelling 
Units (JADUs) are very small living units (up to 500 square feet) created out of 
a bedroom within an existing single family home. A JADU is created by adding 
an efficiency kitchen and exterior door to an existing, legal bedroom. It may 
include a bathroom or may share a bathroom with the house. A residential 
property can have both an ADU and a JADU if requirements (septic, etc.) can 
be met.

TAKE THE SURVEY AT: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe9XU
yAiA8jtfcqdzl61MkmFGRkNcS1F_PJtk7gBRAerk1Ogw/viewform
Identifying yourself is OPTIONAL.  Questions are about how you would use 
an ADU, and what would make building one affordable for you. 

Find out more about the County’s accessory dwelling units program at 
http://sonomacounty.ca.gov/AccessoryUnits 
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Looking for a way to give back to your community? Well, we hope you’ll 
roll up your sleeves and join Daily Acts for a wonderful project we can all be 
thankful for!

Veteran’s Village is a heart-warming example of partnership and 
collaboration in a time when we need it more than ever. A project of 
Community Housing Sonoma County, this new tiny home site will provide 
housing for one of our most vulnerable populations, previously homeless 
veterans. This site will give back to those who have given so much, providing 
a safe and healthy space for our veterans to age, and a sense of pride in finally 
having a home to call their own.

To help build community on-site and offer opportunity for both engagement 
among residents and space for quiet reflection, a beautiful healing garden 
was designed by our friends at Permaculture Artisans. With rain catchment 
through swales and rain gardens designed by Sherwood Design Engineers, 
native habitat plants, fruit trees and small gathering areas, we are creating a 
sustainable model that can be replicated throughout our county.

Daily Acts is so grateful to be involved in this partnership and has signed 
on to facilitate a two-day installation of this amazing new healing garden. 
Since there is no funding for our participation, our community has stepped 
up and answered the call above to support our involvement in this project. 
Now we are going to put this investment to work by facilitating volunteers 
on the installation of plants, irrigation and wood chips to help get this garden 
growing!

We hope to see you there for this inspiring weekend, but if you cannot 
make it, we hope you will consider contributing to the fund-a-need campaign 
for Veteran’s Village by donating and calling Daily Acts at 707-789-9664. This 
will enable us to install signage, benches and other elements to increase 
engagement with the garden.
Saturday & Sunday, December 1st & 2nd, 10am - 2pm
Where: 665 Russell Avenue, Santa Rosa
Thanks to generations donations from our community and the EACH 
Foundation!

Veteran’s Village
By Catrina Walker

A friend of mine recently returned from two weeks in Ireland and 
Scotland plus a week visiting his hometown in the Netherlands. He told me 
the temperature was in the mid-90’s the entire time and in Ireland, miles of 
marshes were dried up. Normally wet and foggy bogs were dry and cracked, 
appearing like desolate mud flats where nature has always been eternally 
green. The fog that helps to define the area appeared only in the early morning, 
gone by 10am. I cringed. Inside, I felt pain and wanted to cry.

How is this possible in such an ecosystem that 
has been consistently damp, cool and verdant 
for thousands of years? As an empath with a 
huge commitment to keeping our environmental 
balanced and healthy, I felt pain as I reflected on 
this unanticipated condition.

Here in Northern California, I fill a large 
blue bowl with water for visiting birds every 
morning. The bowl sits atop a corner of our 
deck railing facing distant Fitch mountain. This 
daily act is surprisingly fulfilling and opens 
me to do more, yet I am part of a human system 
that requires my face time at work at least 40 

hours a week. Without that, I don’t get to survive in a healthy, balanced way. 
On evenings I’m not going out, I often walk or go for a bike ride to experience 
the environment–literally to taste the moisture in the air. There isn’t any. I feel 
uneasy and wonder where would be a good place to move to, given that I live 
an intentionally light footprint. I also know I’m not the only person who feels 
this way. It looks and feels like we’re collectively at the point where our self-
generated human systems are eclipsing the natural systems upon which we 
depend.

What I know for sure is that we need to fundamentally re-adjust 
our relationship with the planet. I know that I and my children want 
to live in a socially just and ecologically thriving culture.

Green technology is alive and 
well in many parts of the world and 
for someone like me, focusing on 
what’s working keeps me feeling 
positive. Others prefer focusing on 
environmental problems, as they 
are solution-oriented and thrive 
on solving high stakes challenges. 
Others thrive on exploring and 
mapping the biodiverse richness a 
given environment holds–what’s 
working in there? What’s not? Still 
others prefer to cultivate positivity 
through prayer, writing, tweeting, 
living indigeous lifestyles, teaching 
children, planting trees and pesticide-free gardens. All approaches nourish 
each other in intangible and quantifiable ways. The common thread we share is 
communication and caring for the environment that supports us.

How can each of us in our own ways create a mutually satisfying 
relationship with the earth? What’s your daily earth loving ritual? 
Can you bring more of it into your world? Can you share what you’re 
doing with others in your life? With your tribe? Your kid’s friends?

Even with a background in permaculture design systems, ecology leadership, 
a degree in environmental management; inspired attendance at The Great 
Turning, and a forty+ year member with the Nature Conservancy, I sometimes 
wonder if my efforts are nothing more than a drop in the proverbial bucket of 
our planet’s destiny. The truth is, I can see the outcomes of my and my team’s 
efforts locally. I feel great about that! Global outcomes are likely to happen 
by extension…through connected groups and tribes of like-hearted and like-
minded people. I may or may not see that in my lifetime, yet am super stoked 
to discover it! How about you? What excites you? What propels you into the 
unknown? I invite you to reach out.

More than likely, the world needs you.

Can We Change 
Climate Change?
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By Ron Skaar
Chocolate has been around for over 2,000 years. Early etymological evidence 

of chocolate consumption stretches back three or even four millennia to pre-
Columbian cultures in Mesoamerica.

Ancient Indian people, like the Olmec, developed a highly productive 
system of agriculture in the Mexican states of Tabasco and Veracruz. Their 
early use of chocolate began around 1900 BCE with a drink consumed from 
special round jars.

Cacao residue, excavated from Honduras, dates back as far as 1400 BCE. 
This substance appeared to be the soft sweet pulp, which surrounds the seeds, 
fermented into an alcoholic beverage.

Both the Mayans and the Aztec believed that the cacao bean had magical 
and divine properties. For several centuries, in pre-modern Latin America, 
cacao beans were valuable enough to be used as currency. According to an 
Aztec document, one bean would buy a tamale and 100 beans would purchase 
a good turkey hen.

Sweet chocolate drinks didn’t appear until Europeans “discovered” the 
America’s. The bitter indigenous drink did not suit the foreigners taste buds at 
first until honey or cane sugar were added to the mix. 

Hot cocoa became immensely popular back in Spain. By the 17th century 
sweetened chocolate was consumed by the fashionable of Europe, who valued 
it for nutrition, as a medicine and even as an aphrodisiac.

Drinking cocoa was for the rich, until the invention of the steam engine 
made mass production possible. “Dutch” cocoa was created in 1828 by 
removing the cocoa butter from the chocolate liquid and treating the 
pulverized powder with alkaline salts to cut its bitterness.

Ninety percent of chocolates long history is as a beverage. By the mid-
1800’s the cocoa butter was being mixed back with the cocoa powder to form 
moldable chocolate candy. Fudge, a true American invention, came by accident, 
from a bungled (“fudged”) batch of caramels.

In the late 1880’s, a student at Vassar College got a recipe for fudge from a 
cousin in Baltimore.

She made thirty pounds of fudge for the schools senior auction. The recipe 
for this confection spread to other woman’s colleges, including Wellesley and 
Smith.

Imagine these ladies perched on stools and furiously stirring the fudge mix 
over burning gas  lamps! The recipe was simple enough but famously delicate, 
needing precise measurement and cooking time that ends with constant 
stirring for fudge perfection.

Controlling the sugar solution crystallization is the key to delicate smooth 
fudge. It is easy to under cook or overcook a batch and end up ruined. This 
recipe makes fudge with little effort.

EASY CHOCOLATE FUDGE 
1/3 cup unsalted butter
1 lb. plus 2 oz semisweet chocolate
14 oz can sweetened condensed milk
1/2 tsp vanilla extract
Break the chocolate into pieces and place in a medium heavy bottom 

pan with the butter and condensed milk. Heat gently, stirring often 
until mixture is smooth, do not boil. Remove from heat, stir in vanilla 
extract. Pour into a lightly greased 8-inch pan and level the top (can use 
a greased tin foil lined pan). Let mixture chill in fridge until firm. Tip 
the fudge out onto cutting board and cut into squares, makes 25 pieces. 

OH FUDGE! 
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A Guide to 
the Night Sky
December 2018

By Tre Gibbs, L.A.A.S.
Here we are, at the end of 2018 and this month brings important changes 

to our night sky. The most influential event of the month is happening on 
December 21st at 2:09 pm, and that, my friends, is The Winter Solstice!

Ever since June 21st of this year, our nearest star, The Sun, has been slowly 
making it’s way south—rising and setting a little further south each and 
every day, simultaneously shortening our days and increasing our nights. 
This month, on December 21st, the sun will rise and set at the most furthest 
point south. This marks not only the first day of Winter, but what is usually 
the shortest day and the longest night of the year. Then, the next day, on the 
22nd, the Sun will gradually start to head north again, increasing our amount 
of daylight and decreasing our evening hours.

Winter’s first Full Moon occurs this month as well! On December 22nd, we 
will be treated to The Full Cold Moon! Ancient tribes also referred to this 
month’s full moon as “The Long Night’s Moon”, since December’s Full Moon 
ausually corresponds with the longest night of the year. The moon will be 
officially full at 9:50 am, though it will appear full the night before, during (of 
course) and the night after.

The moon will also share the sky with some of the more prominent and 
visible planets. For early risers, look to the east on the morning of December 
3rd. Low on the horizon (and weather permitting), you will see the brilliant 
planet Venus just below a thin, waning, crescent moon.  On The evening of 
December 14th, look for the first quarter (or half full) moon traveling the 
evening sky below the dimming, but still bright, planet Mars.
And speaking of planets…  this year was a great year for viewing 
Venus, Jupiter, Saturn and Mars. As 2018 comes to an end, the only planet 
easily visible in our evening skies is Mars, The God of War. Saturn has moved 
so close to the glare of the setting sun that it’s difficult to spot. Jupiter is 
making it’s way towards the glare of the sun as well, making it impossible to 
see from Earth. Both of these gas giants will eventually slip to the other side 
of the sun and will be visible in our early, pre-dawn skies, but we will have to 
wait a few months for that to happen.

In the meantime, have a safe and wonderful Holiday Season 
…and remember, KEEP LOOKING UP !
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I don’t have to tell you about climate change—you can see 
it in the air! The smoke from the Camp Fire in Paradise has kept schools 
closed, canceled sporting events, covered cars with ash, and meant we are all 
staying inside or walking around with N95 masks (or we should be!), while 
our Air Quality has often been the worst in the world. I grew up in Southern 
California in the ‘50s and remember air like this on a daily basis. The Clean 
Air Act, which the EPA seeks to weaken or eliminate, changed that.
Fire season is now yearlong and incredibly intense. What 
happened? While fires are part of our natural ecology, global warming 
has made them worse due to 2-3º Fahrenheit warmer temperatures, dryer 
conditions, and stronger winds. This latest fire is now the deadliest fire in the 
US in over a century!
And it’s going to get worse! I wrote about the IPCC (the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change) report on climate change’s effect on the planet last 
month. Closer to home, California’s 4th Climate Assessment released in August, 
says that by 2100, extreme wildfires will increase by 50% and the area burned 
statewide will increase by 77%; average annual maximum temperatures will 
increase 5.6% to 8.8% (this latter for continuing “business-as-usual”); water 
supply from the Sierra snowpack could decline by two-thirds; 31% to 67% of 
our beaches could erode without large-scale interventions; triple the number of 
coastal highways could flood in a hundred-year storm; hotter temperatures will 
increase annual electricity costs; and urban heat waves could cause two to three 
times more heat-related deaths. This is NOT good news, folks!

We’ve seen this coming for a long time, but we always thought it was much 
further off. Now we know that we have to act and act NOW!
Despite mixed results, the election outcome is hopeful about 
climate change. First off, thanks to everyone who voted. Highest mid-term 
turnout in 50 years!

Governors-elect in Colorado, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Nevada 
support shifting their states to 100% renewable energy for electricity by 2040; 
Maine’s new governor plans to cut carbon emissions by 80% by 2030; and New 
Mexico’s governor-elect was a consistently pro-environmental voter when she 
was in Congress. Many newly elected members of the House support phasing 
out fossil fuels, and the Democratic Party plans to restore a special committee 
focused on climate change once it formally takes control of the House.

Portland, Oregon approved a tax to fund clean energy, Florida amended the 
state constitution to ban offshore drilling, and, here in California, we defeated 
the effort to repeal the gas tax hike—which has been instrumental in reducing 
gasoline usage.

But the fossil fuel industry spent $100 million to defeat climate initiatives in 
Colorado, Washington, and Arizona.
Climate Change in the Courts. The US District Court in Montana 
ruled against the Keystone XL pipeline’s construction proceeding, saying 
the government’s information ignored evidence of the impact on climate.
While the pipeline has been painted as “jobs vs. environment,” in reality even 
the temporary jobs created would be a fraction of the 28,000 claimed by the 
administration, and fewer than 50 permanent jobs would result.
All-electric home construction means far fewer emissions We 
could have 80% fewer carbon emissions over the next 20 years by building 
all electric homes. With “Business as Usual,” Sonoma County’s emissions 
would rise over 40% by 2050; Santa Rosa’s would double. The SR City Council 
has been working with the Friends of the Santa Rosa Climate Action Plan 
(FoCAP) to draft an “electric-ready” ordinance for new construction, focusing 
on pre-wiring homes for modern electric appliances instead of natural gas. 
Homeowners could then decide to switch from natural gas without needing 
expensive upgrades. Pre-wiring would add $250 or less to the cost of building.
Learn more—get involved! On December 3 & 4th, the Climate Reality 
Project will broadcast “24 Hours of Reality: Protect Our Planet, Protect 
Ourselves” in countries all around the globe, focusing the world’s attention on 
the reality of the climate crisis. The live webcast is at  https://24HoursofReality.
org. Host a watch party—get the a tool kit for doing so by emailing support@
climatereality.com.

© Tish Levee, 2018
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By Forest L. Frasieur, Santa Rosa Water 
It’s time to prepare for the rainy season and winter. This time of year, is 

when we are thinking about raking up leaves, cleaning out rain-gutters, and 
undertaking some car maintenance like replacing wiper blades and changing 
the anti-freeze. 

But did you know you can also help protect our local creeks, 
communities and environment? 

With heavy rains, anything we spill, drop, throw, or store on the ground 
can be washed off by storm water and directly enters a creek or river, without 
treatment, having a toxic effect on fish and wildlife and people. Polluted 
runoff can come from a variety of sources - oil and grease from pavement; 
trash and pet waste from our yards or parks; fertilizers and pesticides from 
lawns or gardens; sediment from construction activities; and improperly 
stored loose materials like garden mulch or topsoil.

A good rule to remember is “Only rain down the storm drain” 
as almost everything else can become a pollutant and it is unlawful to 
put anything into the storm drains but storm water. Below are some ways 
that you can be rain ready and help reduce pollution in our waterways. It 
costs less to prevent pollution and flooding than to clean up the creeks or 
neighborhoods.  Let’s all do our part!

Rain-Ready Solutions
• Dispose of pet waste in a trash container.
• Pick up leaf litter and yard clippings around your home to compost or put 

in your yard waste container.
• Sweep up your driveways and sidewalks rather than hose them down into 

the street gutter. “Sweep Up the Street Gutter” in front of your residence 
placing the trash and yard waste into the correct bins.

• If you store garden products (soil, mulch, or compost), gas-powered garden 
equipment, or chemicals such as pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizer, 
make sure they are securely covered, and avoid applying chemicals if rain 
is in the forecast.

• Turn down your irrigation system run times during the dry fall months and 
turn your system off once the rains begin. Even during dry periods of the 
winter months, plants need little or no water.

• Use a commercial car wash, which recycles water and keeps soapy water 
out of the storm drain. If you wash your car at home, do it on a lawn and 
dispose buckets of soapy and rinse water in the sink.

• Clean out your pickup truck bed, and secure items hauled in or on top of 
your vehicle. Random trash left in the back of your pickup can easily 
blow out onto the street and end up in the creek.

• Fix all car leaks. Oil, antifreeze and other harmful chemicals can drip onto 
streets, parking lots and driveways and then wash off into creeks. These 
products should only be disposed of at a household hazardous waste 
collection facility. For Sonoma County residents, see www.recyclenow.
org or call the Sonoma County Eco Desk (707 565-DESK (3375)). For 
Mendocino residents, see www.mendorecycle.org or call (707) 468-9704 
for more information. 

Are You Rain Ready?

RAIN-READY cont’d on page 21

By Zac Reinstein, California Sea Grant Russian River Monitoring Program
It’s that time of the year again, where our native salmon and steelhead are 

returning to complete their reproductive cycle in the tributaries of the Russian 
River.  With some rain in the forecast, the river will likely open this weekend 
for recreational fishing.  We would like to take some time to help inform the 
local community on how to have the lowest impact possible. 

It starts by taking the time to learn how to distinguish between different 
species of salmonids, and continues on the water by following local 
regulations and properly handling fish. 

With full grown adult salmon beginning to move back up their natal 
rivers and juvenile steelhead making their journey out to the ocean, you are 
bound to have some excitement on the water.    During periods when crucial 
spawning tributaries are disconnected from the mainstem, these fish are 
incredibly vulnerable to changes in water temperature, predation, and human 
influences while they are trapped in the mainstem.  

Refresh  your 
fish ID skills

It is the responsibility 
of the angler to accurately 
identify the fish they 
are fighting and release 
all salmon and wild 
steelhead.  Besides the 
regulatory consequences, 
illegally keeping or 
harming these protected 
fish will mean that fewer 
fish return in the future.  
Studies have shown that 
an increase in stress often 
decreases the likelihood of 
successful spawning. 

Watch where you walk
Equally important is to be cautious of where you walk in the river.  

Salmonids—which include salmon as well as trout— dig  redds, or egg nests, 
in the gravel when they spawn.  This protects the eggs and hatchlings from 
predators and fast-moving water.  Redds contain two main features: a pot, or 
depression in the gravel (usually related to the size of the female), and a tail 
spill (mound of gravel downstream of the pot where the eggs are buried). 
Mature fish release the eggs and milt (salmonid sperm) simultaneously and 
then quickly cover them with gravel.  They will stay in the tail spill for up to 
70 days as they mature into juvenile fish.  

Although these eggs harden over time, they are very vulnerable to human 
disturbance, such as a person walking through the creek. Ideal spawning 
locations often coincide with ‘easy’ places for people to walk.  During the 
early season redds will be more obvious due to the lack of algae on the fresh 
digging. 

We have compiled salmon identification guides for anglers and anyone else 
who is interested to increase their knowledge and confidence. Please visit the 
links below!
Explore our ID guide and resources to make sure you can identify 
Russian River salmonids.
•  Article: Know your salmon species to avoid catching endangered coho
• ID Guide: Identifying Russian River Adult Salmonids

Do you #knowyourcoho? Check us out on social media!
• Instagram: RussianRiverSalmon
• Twitter: SeaGrantSalmon

Salmon Returning 
to the Russian River
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Another area of major concern for the 
next several years is the number of vacant 
lots or those under construction in burn 
areas. Sediment is a pollutant in our creeks 
as much as the other examples listed in 
this article. The property owners 
and contractors are responsible to 
protect their lots to prevent polluted 
discharges to the street gutter and 
storm drain systems, to keep clean 
rain water clean.  

Some common examples include meshed 
straw waddles around a lots perimeter, a 
contained wash-out area for concrete or 
paint, plastic sheets over stockpiles, and 
sweeping the street frontage daily help to 
keep sediment from reaching the storm 
drain. These protection measures, commonly 
called Best Management Practices (BMPs), are temporary and need to be 
maintained frequently to work properly, especially during frequent winter 
rains. 

Erosion Control information:
•  Santa Rosa: srcity.org/2675/Rebuilding 
•  Sonoma County: sonomacounty.ca.gov/PRMD/Eng-and-Constr/

Grading-and-Storm-Water/
•  Sonoma County Recovers: sonomacountyrecovers.org/rain-ready/
•  Sonoma Resource Conservation District: sonomarcd.org/

resources/fire-recovery/
•  Mendocino County: mendocinocounty.org/government/planning-

building-services/stormwater
•  UCCE Mendocino County: cemendocino.ucanr.edu/UC_FIRE_LINKS/

We are all a part of neighborhoods, community, and the incredible 
environment we call home.  One last way to support our home is to: 

Report Spills or polluted discharges to the storm drain system (streets, 
inlets, pipes, ditches, and creeks). Report hazardous or unknown spills to 911. 
Report non-hazardous spills based on where you are in the watershed.

• Cloverdale: 707.894.2526
• Cotati: 707.665.3605
• Healdsburg: 707.431.7000
• Rohnert Park: 707.588.3300/after-hours 707.584.2600
• Santa Rosa: 707.543.3800/after-hours 707.543-3805
• Sebastopol: 707.823.5331/after-hours 707.829.4400
• Unincorporated County of Sonoma: 707.565.1900
• Windsor: 707.838.1006/after-hours 707.838.1000
• Ukiah : 707.463.6288
• Unincorporated Mendocino County: 707.234.6679
This article was authored by Forest L. Frasieur, of Santa Rosa Water, on behalf of 
RRWA. RRWA (www.rrwatershed.org) is an association of local public agencies in 
the Russian River Watershed that have come together to coordinate regional programs 
for clean water, habitat restoration, and watershed enhancement.

RAIN-READY cont’d from page 20
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By Kris Montgomery, Sonoma County Human Services Department 
Though some Sonoma County households saw their incomes rise in 2017, 

60,000 low-income households – about 1/3 of county residents – couldn’t afford 
enough food to eat a healthy three meals a day, according to the latest Sonoma 
County Hunger Index report.

“The positive news is that in 2017, more households had higher incomes, 
so more people could purchase enough food to meet their basic needs. That 
cut the number of missed meals in Sonoma County by half from 2016,” 
said Sonoma County Human Services Department Economic Assistance 
Division Director Felisa Pinson.

However, for the one-third of local households earning less $50,000 a year, 
many that include children and seniors, going without lunch or missing 
breakfast was unavoidable. The annual measure of hunger in Sonoma County 
showed that lower-income residents missed more than 13 million meals last 
year. On average each week of 2017, each resident of a low-income household 
was able to purchase 14 meals, receiving six meals through food assistance 
programs, but going without one meal of the 21 required to meet U.S. 
Department of Agriculture standards for basic health needs.

Those residents would have missed even more meals without increased 
levels of help from local charities and government nutrition programs. Locally 
in 2017, food assistance programs, such as food banks and CalFresh benefits, 
provided 44.7 million meals, up from 44.1 million in 2016.

The major reason for hunger in Sonoma County was the rising cost 
of housing, which was at crisis levels even before the fires, according to 
members of the Sonoma County Hunger Index coalition. “Lower income 
residents usually rent, and, after the October fires, rents went up,” said 
Catholic Charities Assistant Director of Community Programs Cynthia King. 
“Families were forced to choose between having a roof over 
their heads and other basic needs, including food.” 

One Catholic Charities client, who lost his home, is renting a room while 
struggling to find affordable permanent housing near his son’s school, said, 
“We often skip meals just to make it, many times my son only eats at his 
school. Sometimes we just have to deal with an empty stomach.”

The 2017 fires also affected residents’ ability to purchase sufficient food 
during the final months of the year. Short-term, disaster relief funds from the 
State helped those who lost homes and jobs. CalFresh, the county’s largest 
food assistance program, distributed $1.4 million in emergency benefits to an 
additional 4400 residents after the wildfires. Those funds allowed the purchase 
of food for 627,000 more meals, the equivalent of 3% of all meals provided 
by CalFresh benefits in 2017. Currently, about 16,000 households depend on 
CalFresh benefits each month.

The Redwood Empire Food Bank (REFB) also increased its efforts to provide 
food after the disaster, offering drive-through food distribution for the huge 
number of people in need. “In the first two weeks, we saw an average of 100 
households every hour, eight hour a day,” says REFB Director of Programs 
Allison Goodwin. “People were coming to our office near the airport from all 
over the county, so we added distribution sites in Windsor, Coddingtown Mall, 
Crosspoint Church, Bennett Valley, Martin Luther King Park, Driven Raceway, 
Sonoma Mountain Village, Sebastopol, Petaluma, Sonoma Valley, Glen Ellen 
and Kenwood.” Goodwin says REFB gave out a weekly average of 250,000 lbs. 
of food after the fires, totaling 1 million lbs. in four weeks.

Other factors limiting low-income residents’ ability to purchase food 
included rising prices for food utilities, gasoline and other necessities -- a 
$50,000 income didn’t stretch as far as in previous years.

The Hunger Index Coalition believes that solutions to hunger in Sonoma 
County. “We can end hunger, but only if we work together,” says 
Godwin. “We need the community to keep working with us to 
stop hunger.” Charitable donations, food donations and individuals and 
groups volunteering with hunger relief programs all help, she says.

To learn more about local programs making a positive difference, 
visit the Sonoma County Hunger Index website: http://sonomahungerindex.
com/ and choose: How You Can Help or go online to learn more about one of 
the Hunger Index partner agencies.

1/3 of Residents are Hungry
 2017 Sonoma County Hunger Index 

By Gail Raborn, CHt.
No one knew I was suicidal until I tried to kill myself, one dark night during 

a blizzard, while living in a small German village.  I was an 21 year old Army 
wife who hated herself, her life, her marriage, and the Army. Until that time, 
my husband hadn’t believed me when I said I was suicidal. Even the Army 
psychiatrists, whom I begged for help, rejected me. After weeks of psychiatric 
tests, they concluded I was neither suicidal nor depressed; I was simply 
immature and selfish. That was the last straw. 

I gave up, and planned my death.
Fortunately, my then-husband had a clairvoyant dream: he saw me lock 

myself in the bathroom, swallow a handful of pills with a tall glass of water, 
then lie down in an old claw-footed bathtub to die.

Shocked, Lou awoke, knocked down the locked bathroom door and dragged 
me off to the Army medical clinic, as I screamed “Let me die!”

He saved my life. But the desire for sweet oblivion haunted me for fifteen 
more years until I committed myself to ongoing therapy, learned self-love and 
self-respect, and created a balanced life with a profession I love.

Why was I suicidal? Years of emotional abuse as a child and later by 
my husband had convinced me I was worthless. There was no joy in my life, 
no self-respect or self-love.  When I took those pills, I was in such extreme 
emotional pain I just wanted out of my body. I honestly felt I was doing my 
loved ones a favor by killing myself.

Many suicidal people suffer similar emotional torment. Childhood abuse, 
sexual abuse or domestic violence can cripple the spirit and destroy will to 
live. One out of three teens in the USA will seriously think about suicide, 
according to recent studies. Cyber bullying creates an atmosphere of ridicule, 
rejection, shame and humilation that can push a young person into believing 
death is preferable to their misery, especially if they’re already alienated from 
their families. 

Some people lack the emotional resilience to stay balanced and positive 
when tragedy happens like financial crisis, great loss, chronic pain or illness, 
war, or environmental catastrophy. Addictions, isolation, and disabilities can 
kill love of life. When hope is gone, pain overwhelming, people often give up.

What are signs of impending suicide? Extreme social withdrawal and 
sadness, profound depression or manic behavior; giving away belongings; 
on-going refusal to talk about what’s wrong or obsessive talk about death 
and pain; severe over-drinking or drug abuse; extreme physical inactivity; 
researching ways to die and/or buying a gun.

How to prevent suicide? Start by gently encouraging a suicidal or very 
depressed person to talk to you about their painful feelings. Never say “If 
you’re talking about suicide, you’re not serious. You just want attention!” Help 
your friend know they’re loved and needed. Listen with your whole heart and 
encourage hope.

Suggest a warm, wise therapist who specializes in working with suicidal 
people. With the right therapist, they can heal their emotional wounds and 
develop will to live. 

Many agencies help people rebuild lives after life crisis. Groups exist to help 
people in chronic pain or disabled develop coping skills.

Suicide talklines have volunteers trained to talk down a suicidal person and 
guide them to get the help they need. 

Medications can help; but some may trigger even worse depression, like 
some anti-depressants, Lyrica, and Gabapentin. Natural supplements like 
SAM-e, Kava,or 5 HTP, may help reduce depression and anxiety. A healthy 
diet, free of junk food, will help stabilize emotions along with daily exercise.

Some suicidal people may need a stay in a mental hospital till they are stable 
enough to begin to build a healthy life.  

If you are suicidal? The ultimate keys to healing from suicidal 
depression are asking for help, healing emotional wounds, developing self-
love and life purpose, building a circle of loving friends, and learning to laugh 
again while finding joy in small things. Know there is always hope.

If you suspect someone is suicidal, or severely depressed, 
reach out a hand of love and help! You just may just save a life.
Gail Raborn, CHt: Clinical and Medical Hypnotherapist, Certified Psychotherapist, 
Interactive Imagery Therapist.  I specialize in working with suicidal depression, anxiety, pain, 
loss, health challenges.  Call me at:  (707) 827-3615, www.telehealing.com. 

Suicide Triggers 
and Prevention
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If after the December rush and New Year’s sales things slow down, it could 
be a good time to learn more about some of the facets of your business. You 
could, for instance attend a conference or two, learn about new products that 
could enhance your business or focus on new ways to market and sell your 
products. It is a great time to expand your knowledge or, at the least, pick 
up new ideas, a different way of thinking or even new information on staff 
relations, management styles or customer engagement.

All you have to do is connect with the ‘Learner’ that is inside each one of 
us. There lives within us a beginner’s beginner’s mind that we can access. 
The beginner’s mind allows us to learn without judgming ourselves or 
embarrassment. Think of babies and small children. When babies are learning 
to walk they will get up and fall down so many times it’s astounding. Yet they 
never get an attitude. They do not sit there thinking that they will never learn 
to walk, then refuse to even try until they are forty. They just keep on trying 
until they can walk. Small children get frustrated but they don’t give up…that 
is the beginner’s mind. Why do we need to cultivate our beginner’s mind? One 
word…Business! Business requires us, on a regular basis, to do more and more 
things that we may have never done before.

Inside each person is both a Knower and a Learner. 
As you get older most people access the Knower part more and more because 
it is more comfortable and as we do we also access the Learner less and less. 
Have you stopped being a Learner and become only a Knower? It is easy 
to do. That is why the slower time of year is a great time to take a step back 
and think about the things you might need to learn to make your business 
stronger. Or you may choose to learn something just because you would like 
to. My sister, on the occasion of her fiftieth birthday, decided she was going to 
learn to play the banjo and she did. Now, some years later she has three banjos, 
is exceptionally proficient and plays with three different bluegrass bands. She 
has also taken up the mandolin now that she feels she has the banjo under 
control.

When you have the desire to do something, you can do it. It is not that long 
ago that there was no Facebook, LinkedIn, Twitter or Instagram, but most 
businesses have learned to use these tools to promote their business. Even if 
you only have minimal knowledge you can still do it. 

Much of my time each year is spend presenting seminars at conferences, to 
associations or individual businesses. For me this is a thrilling and rewarding 
time. While I thoroughly enjoy presenting, the thing I love the most is the 
research. Even when I am presenting on subjects that I think I know inside 
out, I find that there is always something new to learn. Catch me in my office 
and I am furiously researching and writing. The same is true during a break 
in a seminar I am teaching. You will usually find me hurriedly jotting down 
things my audience has said. It is not only what I can teach people, it is also 
what they can teach me. Every time I present a seminar I learn from the people 
attending. 

Slow times in your busines can also be spent visiting your competitors (or 
having someone do it for you). Checking out their websites, Facebook pages, 
etc. to get an idea what they are doing that you aren’t. Focus on the small 
things as well as the big ones. 

The important lesson through all of this— be open to learning something 
new about your business, your methods of doing business or yourself at every 
opportunity. This motivation to learn will make you and your company more 
successful and more profitable. No matter how you choose to learn; through 
visiting competitors, reading books, signing up for seminars, listening to 
tapes in the car or through listening to others in the same business; learning 
is what keeps you energized and enthusiastic about your business. If you are 
energized and enthusiastic you can pass this energy and enthusiasm along 
to your employees. They in turn will pass it along to customers who then 
promote your business and products to others. 

None of us are ever too old (or too young) to learn more.

A Learning 
Time of 
the Year

Suicide Prevention Resources: 
1. Buckelew Suicide Prevention Hotline (24/7):  (855) 587-6373 buckelew.org 

(In partnership with Sonoma County Behavioral Health Dept.) 
2. National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (24/7): (800) 273-8255

calmhsa.org
3. Sonoma County Mental Health Hotline 24/7): (800) 746-8181

Crisis stabilization unit, 2225 Challenger Way, Santa Rosa, CA 95404   
sonomacounty.ca.gov/health/behavioral-health/crisis-services

4. Social Advocates for Youth (24/7): (707) 729-0012
1243 Ripley Lane, Santa Rosa, CA saysc.org

5. Family Justice Center in Sonoma County:   (707) 565-8255
2755 Mendocino Ave. Suite 100 Santa Rosa, CA 95403 fjcsc.org

6. Verity: Sexual Assault Counseling  24/7: (707) 545-7273
835 Piner Rd., Santa Rosa, CA 95403 ourverity.org

7. Crisis Textline: text CONNECT to 741741 • crisistextline.org
8. Aurora Santa Rosa Hospital: (707) 800-7700

Mental Health Treatment Center   1287 Fulton Rd., Santa Rosa, CA
aurorasantarosa.com
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Celebrating 5 years of Immigration Reform
for the LGBT Community

Lives changed: Maben and Robert Rainwater
Maben and Robert have been a couple for over 20 years. Robert is from 

Michigan and moved to California to pursue a career in banking, but then 
began a construction company and now is in the wine business. Maben is from 
Canada and has been a serial entrepreneur all his life, starting and running a 
myriad of successful businesses including an advertising company in Mexico, 
an IT business in Toronto and an art import business with Robert in the UK 
and later in San Diego. 

That is how they met and started their life together.
Now they are both well-known fixtures in the West Sonoma County 

community: serving on the school board, coaching their kids’ sports teams, 
active in an array of local charities and raising a beautiful and multi-cultural 
family in Sebastopol. 

But it’s worth remembering that until 10 years ago, Maben and Robert could 
not even marry in California. Until 5 years ago, the federal government did not 
recognize their marriage. 

For couples 
like them—one 
born here as an 
American citizen 
and the other a 
foreign national 
living and 
working in the 
U.S.—there was 
always a barrier 
to a normal life in 
the U.S. Typically, 
LGBT couples with 
one member born 
abroad struggled 
to find a way to 
get that spouse 
immigration status 
under our laws; 
very often it was 
just impossible.

While 
heterosexual 

couples were entitled to permanent residence for their spouses born outside 
the U.S., this door was closed to same-sex couples. Before 2013, many LGBT 
immigrants were forced to either live here as undocumented or return to their 
home country—even though they shared their life with a U.S. citizen.

That all changed five years ago when the U.S. Supreme Court ruled at once 
that both the federal Defense of Marriage Act and California’s Prop 8 were 
unconstitutional.  Since then, same sex couples across the country like Robert 
and Maben have been able to access the same immigration procedure as 
heterosexual couples, building a life together without fear of deportation. 

It was nothing short of immigration reform for the LGBT community.

Enjoying the beautiful Sonoma County family life
In the case of this Sonoma County couple, it has meant a dynamic, as well as 

complicated, family. Maben and Robert have three children: Alexandru who is 
21 and serving in the Marines; Nicholas, also 21, living at home, and Kira who 
is 14 and a student at Analy High in Sebastopol. All three kids were adopted; 
the boys from Romania in 1999 at the age of two and Kira at birth from Las 
Vegas. 

You can also find around their stylish West County homestead a variety of 
wildlife: two Labradors and a couple of cats, not to mention the wild turkeys, 

IMMIGRANT STORIES cont’d on page 26
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racoons and deer that frequent their five-acre property near Occidental.
And this year the couple started the parental odyssey all over again when 

they were given custody of their two-year-old grandson, Tyler Rainwater. 
In addition to their dynamic family life, they both have active careers. Robert 

is the Director of Sales and Marketing and runs the small family winery 
Amista Vineyards in Healdsburg. He has his Green MBA from the program at 
Dominican University in San Rafael. Robert is committed to both responsible 
stewardship of our environment and providing some of the best California 
sparkling wines ever. He also gets to take their Labs, Spencer and Bailey, 
to work every day. Maben is the Director of the North Bay Neuroscience 
Institute, which runs several clinical trials of promising pre-FDA approved 
Alzheimer Disease drugs under the supervision of Dr. Allan Bernstein – North 
Bay’s noted neuro-scientist.

Now Maben has his U.S. citizenship, a big relief for the family. He keeps his 
Canadian citizenship too - as he says, “just in case”.
A Question of Basic Legal Equity for all couples. 

“Having to go through family court to obtain custody of Tyler this past year 
has reminded us how very important it is to have the same parental rights as 
everyone else,” notes Robert. Before the Supreme Court decision five years ago, 
life was much different for gay couples. Adoption of children domestically 
was much more difficult in the U.S. The simple step of changing Maben’s last 
name after marriage required a court proceeding. Owning property, running 
a business, creating a will or trust – everything was more difficult when 
your marriage was not legal according to the federal government. And for 
immigrants, that used to mean facing separation or life abroad.

The Supreme Court decision five years ago changed the lives of couples like 
Maben and Robert forever. “Being allowed to marry and have that marriage 
recognized by the federal government was crucial for us,” says Maben. “It’s 
all about securing the basic legal protections and rights every couple needs.” 
Robert ads that while it has always been possible to create LGBT families, “it 
is important for people to understand it was challenging, costly and you felt 
inferior and less worthy. Not so now.” 

IMMIGRANT STORIES cont’d from page 25
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The Night Before Christmas
’Twas the night before Christmas, when all through the hospital 

The staff were all working to do the impossible.
With emergencies lined up in neat little rows,

From vomiting cats to stubbed puppy toes.
And those post-anesthesia, all snug in their beds,

With visions of sugar-plums a-dance in their heads,
’Twas 4:55, the clocks waiting to chime,

Just five minutes to go before closing time,
When Barb with her papers, and Doc with his Mac,

Hoped to settle their brains with a winter’s nightcap.
Then in our parking lot there arose such a clatter,

We sprang from our work to see what was the matter.
Away to the window we flew like a flash,

Tore open the shutters and threw up the sash.
And, what to our wondering eyes should appear,

But a miniature sleigh, and eight tiny reindeer,
Who staggered and stumbled and moved in a slog

To emerge from the settling Bodega Bay fog.
With a little old driver, so worried and shrill,

We knew in a moment that those reindeer were ill.
More rapid than eagles these coursers once were,

But now they were clearly in need of a cure!
For Dasher was spavined, and Dancer had fleas,

And Cupid had suffered a kissing disease!
Prancer was shaking with legs all a flitter,

And Vixen was fixin’ to deliver a litter.
Comet was pale and twitching his tail,

While Blitzen staggered past with a belly full of ale.
But worst of them all was the reindeer named Donner,

Who looked well on his way to becoming a gonner.
As dry leaves that before the wild hurricane fly,

Our staff into action leapt to comply
with all of Doc’s orders for testing and such

delivered to all with a soft, gentle touch.
Now even the most fractious of reindeer drew solace,
and allowed to be treated both clawless and jawless.
Then with Dasher’s leg braced and Dancer deflea’d,

And Cupid’s lips poulticed in soft herbal weed,
With Prancer’s nerves settled by a Xanax or three,

and Vixen’s twins bounding about full of glee,
Comet felt brighter, no more under the weather

And Blitzen, chugged coffee at the end of his tether,
It was clear that the Crisis of Christmas was slowed!
And Saint Nick was anxious to get back on the road.

His eyes-how they twinkled! his dimples how merry!
His cheeks were like roses, his nose like a cherry!
His droll little mouth was drawn up like a bow,

And the beard of his chin was as white as the snow.
The stump of a pipe he held tight in his teeth,

And the smoke it encircled his head like a wreath.
He had a broad face and a little round belly,

That shook when he laughed, like a bowlful of jelly!
He was chubby and plump, right jolly that day,

And he soon made it clear he’d no intention to pay!
A wink of his eye and a twist of his head,

He leapt to escape in his tiny red sled.
“Now Dasher! Now, Dancer! Now, Prancer and Vixen!

On, Comet! On, Cupid! On, Donner and Blitzen!
To the top of the porch! To the top of the wall!
Now dash away! Dash away! Dash away all!”
And away they all flew like a nuclear missile.

Leaving Doc standing there with a muttered epistle.
Said the Doc, “I am sure he’ll remember tonight,

when he visits my chimney at the end of his flight.”
We should have all known ‘fore Saint Nick made his dash,

There’s a sign on the sleigh: “Santa Carries No Cash.”
But we heard him exclaim, ‘ere he flew out of sight,
“Merry Christmas to all, and to all a good-night!”
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As the fires and hurricanes keep coming, it becomes increasingly difficult 
to deny weather as a major concern when planning for human health. Fires, 
floods, extreme heat, poor air quality, and problems with water access all 
make us more vulnerable as “Global Warming” continues to unfold. Some 
individuals may do reasonably well in the coming era, if they are lucky or 
well-resourced (and able to buffer from the worst impacts). For the rest of us, 
though, and for the planet as a whole, some massive changes are in store.

The UN Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) in October 
reported that “urgent and unprecedented changes” are needed in order to 
prevent the most devastating environmental and population effects. The 
report stated that climate goals are “affordable and feasible” although it will 
be a significant stretch to keep the temperature rise between 1.5C and 2C, as 
intended by the Paris Climate agreement.
Who will Lead Us Out of this Mess?

Our political leaders are very compromised in how they approach this issue. 
Let us not spend much time lamenting the Trump administration’s cynical 
attempts to squeeze the remaining profits out of fossil fuels without any 
regard for the consequences. Even a recognized progressive leader such as 
Jerry Brown has continued to approve oil and gas leases at a rapid rate, which 
is clearly the opposite of what is needed.

If the leaders aren’t able to take the right path, how about the grassroots? 
This article was written following the midterm elections, and the results 
clearly do not signal a significant shift in our culture’s response to the crisis.

An anti-fracking bill was defeated in Colorado, even though the only hope 
for a reasonably gentle future is to keep almost all of the fossil fuels in the 
ground. Washington State voters defeated a carbon tax bill, even though one 
viable strategy to decrease greenhouse gas emissions is to try to harness 
market forces and force polluting industries to pay for the emissions.

The United Nations’ chief of biodiversity issued a report at the end of 
October warning that the global community has approximately two years 
to reach a broad global agreement to protect animal and plant species, or 
humanity will watch whole ecosystems collapse as species become extinct, yet 
there is scant public effort on this front.
Give Us Some Hope!

It is extremely confusing to try to sort through the conflicting advice about 
how to respond but clearly radical shifts in thought and action are needed.
● The youth are bringing their voices to the conversation. For example, 

there is a lawsuit being brought against the US government, Juliana v. US, 
that asserts that the government’s actions that led to climate change have 
violated the youngest generation’s constitutional rights to life, liberty, and 
property. The case was initially brought against the US government in 
Oregon in 2015 and is winding its way through the system. This could have 
a big impact.

● Indigenous people are leading many initiatives that seek to protect sacred 
land and prevent extractive practices. On November 8, a Federal Judge ruled 
in favor of the Indigenous Environmental Network and other groups to 
temporarily halt construction of the Keystone XL Pipeline. This pipeline 
which was developed to transport oil extracted from the Tar Sands in 
Northern Canada across Indigenous territory to refineries in the Gulf Coast 
for markets in Asia has now been blocked. This battle is far from over, 
though.

● An example of a map to getting to a sustainable future is One Earth, from 
the Leonardo DiCaprio Foundation, which concisely explains the three 
goals humanity needs to achieve by 2050.
● Transform our energy systems to 100% clean, renewable energy. We are 

actually making real progress on this front.
● Protect, connect and restore 50% of our lands and seas to a wilderness 

state. This will require a significant change in our approach to 
development and protecting natural lands, especially in the Amazon;

● Shift to regenerative, carbon-negative agriculture globally. We have a lot of 
the technology available for this, but it will require major changes in diet 
and in agricultural practices.

Can we pull all of this off? Our health and our children’s future 
depends on it.
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Alejandra Cervantes, 
community organizer, heads 
up the Community Garden at 
Larson Park, a Sonoma County 
Regional Park. Ms. Cervantes 
is involved in numerous 
community improvement 
programs in the Springs. Thank 
you, Alejandra.

The garden is maintained 
by families who come together 
for planting and maintenance. 
As winter and cooler months 
approach many plants are 
entering a dormant period. 
The growers will plant winter 
crops soon. Wish to participate? 
Contact Alejandra Cervantes at 
the addresses in the picture. 

With the passage of Measure M in the recent election we look forward 
to Larson Park and the Community Garden being beneficiaries from 
improvements. 

Demolition, parking, development, and neighborhood watch are topics 
presented at Springs Community Alliance Meeting. The mid-November 
meeting at the Springs Community Hall was informative for those in 
attendance. Tyra Harrington, Code Enforcement Officer for PRMD, announced 
that the vacant building between the Hall and Ye Olde Pub will be demolished 
in the near future. The building has remained unused since the La Salette 
Restaurant moved into town many years ago. 

Ms. Harrington received a round of applause at this news. However, she was 
less enthusiastically received when residents asked if her office could take care 
of community issues such as excessive partying late at night. She referred the 
speaker to the waiting Sheriff’s officers. 

Citizens heard Tim Sloat of Mattis Partners outline the progress on 
the Noodle Shop and Boyes Food Development. The evening meeting 
was concluded by a presentation from Sheriff’s Sergeant Greg Piccinini, 
Community Services Officer Silvia Floriano, and another officer about services 
in the Springs. Sgt. Piccinini stated disappointment that the Sheriff’s office had 
its staff significantly reduced in this region. 

The Sheriff’s central message to the Springs residents was to “know your 
neighbors.” If things don’t appear correct in the neighborhood such as 
strange cars parked nearby or people out of character trying doors, call the 
Sheriff’s office. Above all. look out for each other. When asked about forming 
a “neighborhood watch committee” Officer Floriano said that if contacted 
she would be pleased to meet with groups of any size to discuss how a watch 
committee can be formed. (707-996-9495 or Sylvia.floriano@sonoma-county.org) 
Pigeons At Siesta Way and Highway 12 Greet the Daily Commute!

Look up most mornings or late afternoons at Highway 12 and Siesta Way. 
You may witness a marvelous scene of pigeons either perched on the lamp post 
above or swishing about in a circle overhead. 

For years a covey of birds gathers at any time of day, but especially from 4 
p.m. til dark at this location. Their presence prompts questions. Are they flying 
out of an established loft? Or, are they wild? If from a loft, it must be nearby. 
Who maintains the loft and feeds them? The answer is unknown. This writer 
spoke with locals at the Fruit Basket, Ye Olde Pub, Beacon Gas, and sidewalk 
passers-by, but no one had any idea from where the pigeons loft. It would be 
appreciated if people with information about our wonderful Springs’ pigeons 
would forward them to “Springs Splash” c/o the SCG. 

Amazing facts about pigeons. They served as communicators in WWI and 
WW2, religious symbols in India, and they can fly 600-700 miles in a day, and 
recognize 26 letters in the alphabet, among other facts.
Happy Holidays to and From Resident of the Springs!

Both Sides Now
It’s the week of Thanksgiving and with the smoke from Paradise erasing the 

blue sky we have entered into a sort of timeless zone. On Sunday I wasn’t even 
sure what day it was. Perhaps that is due to my advancing age.

Paradise is gone. Drone photos show block after block of desolation. Where is 
this? Hiroshima? The World Trade Center? 27,000 people displaced. Where will 
they go? Some have been camping out in the Walmart parking lot, Democracy 
Now reports. Today Walmart has told them they have to go. 

Black Friday is coming. Sorry.
They ought to be serving turkey to all these folks, their customers of many 

years. Walmart can afford it. What’s one store without Black Friday in the 
massively profitable Walmart empire?

I’m reminded of Glen Ellen, where neighbors cooked all those free meals for 
people who lost their homes.

Those of us who have homes are practicing gratitude. But it’s hard not to feel 
gloomy in the post-explosion atmosphere. Grateful, and sad. 

People are saying it’s the new normal. “Climate change” is suddenly part of 
the daily idiom. In 13 months, we had our fires, then the Mendocino complex 
fires, and now the Camp Fires (can you believe that name?), each in turn the 
biggest and worst fires “in California history.” Today 600 people missing, 79 
dead in Butte. Southern California is burning too. The Woolsey fire vaporized 
uncounted piles of nuclear waste from the Santa Susana Field Laboratory.

These fires were not in the forest. People are blaming the forests. Trump, 
the great timber man, declared that “poor management of the forests” was to 
blame. Putting aside the fact that 70 percent of our forests are federal lands, 
these fires were in the grasslands and chaparral. It’s supposed to burn, says 
Caitlin Cornwall of the Sonoma Ecology Center and others. Yes, but are there 
supposed to be 80 mph winds?

Let’s be clear.
Meanwhile we’ve been having Big Meetings around Big Issues like equity, 

disaster resilience, and justice.
This month the Housing and Community Development released its report 

on disaster recovery. $124 million will be coming our way for houses. How 
many houses does that make, I wonder? 

I haven’t read the report. It’s 145 pages. But HCD estimates “the total unmet 
recovery needs are over $922 million.”

Last January, the county said we need 30,000 new homes. If that sounds like 
a lot, our new governor, Gavin Newsom, has promised to build 3.5 million 
homes statewide by 2025.

That information came my way at the California Economic Summit held in 
Santa Rosa November 14 and 15th, a high event, full of promise. There’s money 
to be made.

The really nifty thing is that we can go in and clean up our forests (which, 
again, haven’t been well managed) and use the timber, even those small 
trees that were never been useable before, to make engineered wood. A new 
treatment makes it possible to create fire retardant wood. And that means jobs! 

So folks, there’s a boom coming round.
But I didn’t hear any promise of a livable minimum wage.
I heard a lot of familiar environmental buzzwords, like resiliency and the 

“triple bottom line,” but I did not hear the word “equity.”
To be fair, the Summit did recognize that certain diverse populations have 

not benefited from the recovery after the recession…and it did acknowledge 
climate change. So, we can hope.

But these crises just keep on coming, don’t they?
Equity was definitely the word of choice at another meeting, put on by Los 

Cien, a Guerneville organization of Latino professionals held at the Flamingo 
Hotel in Santa Rosa.

That lunch meeting was pretty upbeat too, but voices representing 
community nonprofits like Community Action Partners and North Bay 
Organizing Project spoke heartfully about struggles in the Latino community, 
where services are particularly hard to access if you’re undocumented. 

Community Garden Brings Families Together
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The foundation of the American 
Institute of Architects (AIA) 
Sustainable Design Assessment 
Team (SDAT) program is the premise 
that public participation is the 
foundation of good community 
design. 

At the end of an intense three 
day visit, the SDAT team presented 
their preliminary recommendations 
to over five hundred people in the 
Healdsburg High School gym. 
Examining current issues and the 
relationships between issues, the 
goal was to help Healdsburg find 
sustainable balances between visitors 
and residents; between small town 
and a highly successful tourism 
industry; between affordable, middle 
class, and upper scale housing.

The SDAT final report 
can be found at: 

http://bit.ly/sdatreport
Response to the SDAT 

recommendations is important!
 On Sunday, January 13 

in the Healdsburg High School gym, 
the community will come together 

to share those thoughts. 

Please save the date!
The task of prioritizing 

and implementing these 
recommendations requires wide 
community participation. Some 
recommendations will be City-driven, 
some by the private sector, and others 
will naturally be public/private 
partnerships.
How Healdsburg evolves over the 

next 20 years is up to all of us.
JOIN OUR TEAM

Five Working Groups (Master 
Plan, Housing, Connectivity, Arts 
& Culture, and Social Fabric) were 
formed after the SDAT presentation in 
August have been meeting. 

These groups are open to all. 
If you would like to get involved 

sign up at http://bit.ly/join2040
ABOUT THE REPORT

Connectivity was a recurring theme 
throughout the report, suggesting it 
is critical to a sustainable future for 
Healdsburg. While conservation and 
urban boundaries are well developed 
in the region, the AIA Team 
prescribed improving connections 
between river, parks, neighborhoods 
and the Plaza. Increasing 
connectivity provides solutions, both 
environmental and social.

The Arts and Culture section 
focused on increasing social and 
physical connectivity through three 
lenses: existing cultural entities, 
community based art projects and 
art in public spaces. Evaluating 
existing conditions through each lens 
identified opportunities and pointed 
to potential actions.

The next section focused on 
growth. It warned: “Healdsburg faces 
a stark choice today.” The Team 
cautioned current trends will lead to a 
City in which most existing residents 
and their children will not be able to 
afford to live. 

A sustainable growth scenario 
needs a systemic approach: social 
equity, local needs, and further 
diversifying the economy must be 
considered in every decision. The 
secret is not to reject the growth 
engines of the past four decades, but 
to build on them for the future. The 
apparent diversity in the economy 

is deceptive – agriculture, wine, and 
tourism are strongly linked.

Healdsburg faces a 
“demographic bomb” 
– seventy percent of home owners 

are over 55. Housing between 60% 
and 120% of AMI is “missing.” This 
fact must be the balanced focus of 
all housing policy and practice to 
serve the needs of residents and 
the local workforce. Resolving this 
shortfall does not require any change 
to current growth management 
regulation. 

Constraints on housing begin 
with changes to the General Plan. 
The capacity of our limited land is 
variable and based upon zoning and 
building codes, affecting density, 
height limits, parking requirements, 
etc.

The AIA team believes Healdsburg 
has a strong planning foundation 
for going forward, based upon the 
Housing Action Plan, the Design 
Guidelines, and the recommendations 
of the Community Housing 
Committee.

The Team perceived a “dangerous” 
level of division in Healdsburg’s civic 
life. Key to achieving sustainable 
solutions are processes that bring 
citizens and civic leaders together to 
work toward common interests. “In 
small towns, this can be tough work,” 
however, they believe Healdsburg 
is well-positioned to build civic 
collaborations.

We welcome your input and look 
forward to a continued dialogue. 

Healdsburg 2040 Stewards,
Dick Bugarski, Richard Burg, Carla 

Howell, Ariel Kelley, Lacey Scott, Will 
Seppi, Tim Unger

HEALDSBURG!
IT’S HERE! 
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  When I grew up, and I thought about City Council, I look at the men and women 
then thought – these were people who just wanted to be part of a the community 
and give something back. . .I looked up to those people. ~ Ben Wenstrup

Elections are over!  Gus Wolter will be forging on for another four 
years. Marta Cruz and Jason Turner will be joining Gus, Melanie Bagby 
and Mariann Brigham on the Council. Welcome to you both and thank you 
for committing to our community of Cloverdale. And thank you, Gus, for 
hanging in there.

Additionally, thanks to Carol Russell and Joe Palla for what you each have 
given to our community over your 12 years of service on the Council. 

Carol and I (Reece, who’s writing this) met 15 years ago, while I was working 
a Human Rights Commission table at Black Bart Day. A few months later 
I walked into a meeting for Human Rights Cloverdale and there Carol sat. It 
was the start of a long partnership of giving to the Community – each in our 
own way. 

  Three years later, Carol was running for Cloverdale City Council 
as an openly Gay Woman. At that time, Cloverdale was the only city in 
Sonoma County not supporting Gay marriage. Soon after her election this 
was changed. Today our community is stronger with this step towards 
inclusiveness in part due to Carol’s willingness to step forward.

Inclusiveness did not stop there.  Once elected, Carol has 
worked on a number of county and regional agency boards and organizations 
to help get Cloverdale connected to both our county and our region. After 
two tries, SMART (Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit) was voted in and, 
approximately a decade ago, Carol had the honor of her first appointment by 
the Mayors and Council Members Association as their representative to the 
its Board. (She promptly got friends walking our town to get out information 
on the benefits of having a train transport us to Santa Rosa and on to the S.F. 
Ferry!)

Proud of SMART’s success, Carol works hard to help bring its cool trains 
“All the way to Cloverdale!” while also serving as Chair of the Sonoma 
County Transit Authority and Regional Climate Protection Agency boards. 
Engaging us in RCPA’s sustainability efforts is one way she helped move 
Cloverdale on to this great Sonoma County team. Along with fellow Council 
Members, Carol encouraged us to focus on water conservation during the 
drought and we lead the County in that effort.

Local businesses that bring economic development yet maintain the natural, 
friendly feel of our city have been another focus especially during the years 
of economic downturn beginning in 2008 when Cloverdale’s government, 
residents and businesses worked together as a community to accomplish 
projects despite the setbacks.

Joe Palla is very much the same way. Earning our thanks, but with a 
different focus. Joe enjoyed working with the League of Cities (all 480 of 
them) across California. He brought Cloverdale out beyond the bounds of the 
County into the world, having a positive impact on city government as he 
went into the state. Joe has been on the League’s board for the last 7 years and 
has worked with Mike McGuire, both as a Supervisor and a State Senator, on 
legislation pertinent to local issues. Jim Wood, our Assembly person, as well 
as James Gore, Fourth District Supervisor, have helped Joe bring Cloverdale to 
the table on broader issues.

Joe has worked his whole life in service of his communities - first as a 
Policeperson, including Cloverdale’s Chief of Police, and then as a Council 
Member. He stresses building the infrastructure needed for a community to 
survive despite financial setbacks such as the loss of Redevelopment money 
and the 2008 recession.

Locally, Joe has served on and been Chair of the Council’s School 
Subcommittee. He has collaborated with the schools in getting them a 
scoreboard, rebuilding the snack shack, refurbishing the tennis courts, and 
securing the funding via the school district, city and county for a swimming 
pool heating system allowing for school swimming sports, longer swimming 
season, extended swimming programs, and warmer water for us older folks.

Thank you, Carol and Joe, for giving so generously to our community for so 
many years. And to the newbies, thank you for being willing to follow in the 
footsteps of such extraordinary Council members.

Wondering About Our Local Wildfires? Go to Nevada
I’ve discovered that the Nevada Seismological Laboratory has a website 

showing six fire lookout videos of our Northern California area, updated 
several times a minute. In the  Geyserville vicinity, there is one on Geyser 
Peak though it shows the view from the eastern side of the mountain. The Pine 
Mountain camera comes closest to covering our area, showing a pie-shaped 
area that includes Hopland. Others are at Atlas Peak, Mount Konocti, Pine 
Mountain, Pole Mountain, and St. Helena South. 

The St. Helena camera gives the best view of the Santa Rosa area up to about 
Windsor. The images are beautiful when nothing is going on, especially at 
dawn or sunset - and potentially very informative when there is a fire. You 
can right-click on a camera image to see time lapse images too. Check it out 
at http://www.alertwildfire.org/northbay/ - though with the blessed rains, 
hopefully we won’t need to monitor wildfires for the rest of this season. 

A Special Edition of Our Annual Holiday Harp Concert
Did you know that Isis Oasis Sanctuary opened with an arts event back in 

1978 when foundress Loreon Vigné inaugurated performances at the Redwood 
Theater. Later, two local theater companies called the Oasis home. 

We continue this proud tradition in several ways - by bringing plays from 
the Monte Rio-based Curtain Call Theater here, and by this beloved holiday 
event - Diana Stork and a dozen young harpists  from the Bay Area Youth 
Harp Ensemble playing songs of the holiday season. This multicultural and 
interfaith event is my favorite at the Oasis each year. Tickets are $15 for adults 
and $10 for seniors, children, and the military and first responders of any type. 

Go to https://www.eventbrite.com/e/holiday-harp-concert-in-geyserville-
tickets-52174481278. You can also reserve tickets by calling us at 707 857-4747.
Unique Christmas Shopping Fun in the Geyserville Area

Geyserville is not short on holiday shopping, either. One “hidden” giftshop 
is the Locals tasting room, which also has an array of items from vintage 
clothes to one-of-a-kind objet d’art. It’s located in the heart of Downtown 
Geyserville. And since it is a tasting room, and one of the few that are still 
complimentary, you may really enjoy doing some of your holiday shopping 
there or at their sister shop across the street! Check it out at 21023 Geyserville 
Avenue, phone 707 857 4900. 

Less hidden is the newly-repainted bright red Gin’ Gillie’s Vintage 
Home one block north, with many antique dealers and craftspeople offering 
unique items, both vintage and new. And nearby, the recently renovated and 
reimagined Bosworth’s General Store now specializes in hats and a selection 
of Western gear, accompanied by a museum of Geyserville history. 

See you in downtown Geyserville this holiday season!
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“The average person can volunteer and change someone’s life. The life you 
end up changing is also yours. Ordinary people can make an extraordinary 

contribution.”  —Eartha McClelland, Penngrove

Hospice Volunteer of the Year 2018
Penngrove’s own Eartha McClelland was named Volunteer of the Year by 

Memorial Hospice for her work with Hospice of Petaluma. She has filled many 
roles with hospice since she began in 1997, doing everything from direct care 
to grief support. Eartha wants “to be of use to someone, to lighten the load 
of daily tasks for a family who could use a hand.” She recalled a time while 
her patient was napping, she thoroughly cleaned and polished the stove and 
fridge. It was a simple task but an impossible one for her client. The look of joy 
on her patient’s face was priceless.

Currently, Eartha leads a Holiday Grief Group at the Memorial Hospice 
office every Wednesday through December, from 6:00 to 7:00 pm. It is open to 

any community member to come in and 
touch base. 

Eartha grew up in New York (never in 
the suburbs) and moved to Penngrove from 
San Francisco in 1987. She was amazed to 
experience a small town where neighbors 
still lived in the home they’d grown up in, 
after their parents had passed. Many had 
gone to high school together. “I went to 
the post office for stamps and was amazed 
when the postmaster said ‘your husband 
already bought stamps today’”.

Eartha also serves on the Board of Court 
Appointed Special Advocates in Sonoma 
County (CASA). “There are 65 kids waiting 
for volunteer advocates,” said Eartha. “We 
are ordinary people, appointed by the court 
to interface between the child and his/her 
parents, foster family, doctors, and caring 
professionals. It’s like being the hub of a 
wheel.” CASA volunteers humanize the 

juvenile court process. They get a full picture of the circumstance, and advise 
the judge. If you are curious, contact the CASA office before the end of the year 
at 565-6375  or go to sonomacasa.org. 
The Nutcracker: December 7 & 8

Is there a Sugarplum Fairy in your heart this season? Get tickets to see The 
Nutcracker, presented by Contessi Ballet and Napa Valley Ballet at Spreckels 
Performing Arts Center on Friday, Dec. 7 at 7:00 pm and Saturday, December 
8 at 2:00 pm. For tickets phone 588-3400 or search Brown Paper tickets for 
event 3742915. For more information and group discounts, call (707) 338-1013. 
The Contessi Ballet resides at Penngrove Station, as the non-profit North Bay 
Performing Arts Association. We congratulate Contessi on its 40th anniversary! 
The Association teaches ballet, pointe, Pas de Deux, core conditioning, tap and 
Jazz for all ages. 
Holiday Parade of Lights: December 16

Bundle up, and come down to Main Street for the third annual Penngrove 
Holiday Parade of Lights on Sunday, December 16 from 6:00 PM to 7:00 PM. 
Penngrove Social Firemen offer the spectacle of glammed up tractor trailers, 
farm vehicles, and decorated farm tractors covered in lights. It’s not all farm 
equipment! Last year, North Bay Performing Arts Center’s Contessi Ballet 
dancers waved from their Cinderella Carriage float.

Local merchants will serve soup, pizza, hot cider street food to keep you 
warm. The parade stages in the Penngrove Park, 11800 Main St., and rolls up 
Main Street toward Adobe Rd. Watch out for the train. There is no entry fee for 
participants, who must register, and gather an hour early at the park. To join 
the parade, go to JavAmore Café or contact Kim for your entry form at 794-1516 
or email mrsjjava@hotmail.com.

Gingerbread House Showcase & Competition For the second year, 
Hotel Petaluma hosts this gingerbread house event, showcasing these hand-
crafted masterpieces Fri, Dec 15 through Sun Dec 17, from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., in 
the main ballroom. 
Guests will vote 
for their favorites 
in individual 
categories for 
kids, youth, teens, 
and adults, and 
group categories 
for families, 
businesses, and 
professionals. This 
is a community 
event, so if you 
would like to 
donate a prize or 
volunteer to help 
make this event 
happen, contact the organizers at events@hotelpetaluma.com. 
New Year’s Eve Gala Concert The Petaluma Museum Association 
celebrates its 10th year of presenting their New Year’s Eve Gala Concert, and 
marks the return of Sonoma native and violin virtuoso Nigel Armstrong, who 
debuted at the inaugural NYE concert at age 18. If you have never attended 
a concert at the Petaluma Historic Library, it really is something to behold. 
Designed by Petaluma’s legendary architect, Brainerd Jones, the former 
Carnegie Library is topped by the largest leaded glass dome in Northern 
California. It is also wrapped in the warmth of local Douglas Fir, which 
enhances the sound quality of the building, and has many calling this the 
Carnegie Hall of the West Coast.  

However, sound quality is nothing without an interest program and an 
expert musical ensemble, both of which Elizabeth Walter, the gala’s creator, 
coordinator, and pianist, has presented in spectacular fashion for the past 
decade. This year is no different, with selections of Bach, Schumann and 
Brahms, performed by Walter and Armstrong, as well as returning guest stars 
Yun Chu on violin, Shu-Yi Pai on cello, and Nanci Severance on viola. These 
three hale from the San Francisco Symphony and could play any venue of their 
choosing on NYE, which makes it a double honor that they make the trip up to 
Petaluma for our NYE Gala each year. 

We have attended most years and like in the past, you are more than likely 
to see us pouring wine at the downstairs “bar”, so stop by and say ‘hi.’ Visit 
www.petalumamuseum.com for tickets, which range $50 to $80, depending 
on how early you buy. All seats include complimentary wine and cheese 
during intermission, with Balcony guests enjoying fine wine, champagne, 
and chocolate, as well as a birds eye view of the performance. Seeing the need 
for local high-quality classical music events, Elizabeth Walter, in conjunction 
with Sky Hill Cultural Alliance and the Petaluma Museum Association, 
have provided the community with many outstanding and inspiring concerts, 
including 10 years of the NYE Gala Concert.
Learning about Libraries For those looking to learn more about how 
Petaluma received its incredible Carnegie Library, Kenneth Breisch will 
present “Andrew Carnegie & the American Public Library Movement” 
at the historic library and museum on Sat, Dec 8, from 4 to 5:30 p.m., free to 
the public. Mr. Briesch is an acknowledged authority on library architecture, 
with several books on the topic to his credit. “Scheduled to coordinate 
with the Petaluma Museum Association’s current exhibit, “The Petaluma 
Historical Library & Museum, A Story of Civic Progress & Pride,” Breisch’s 
presentation will further our appreciation and understanding of the PHL&M 
by elucidating the historical and cultural movement which originally gave 
birth to it as a Carnegie library.”. 



32 - www.sonomacountygazette.com - 12/18

La Fiesta de la Posada
On December 15th, from 3-6pm, come to Carpenters Union Hall, at the 

KBBF station property at 1700 Corby Avenue in SR, and enjoy our Posada-
style fiesta. Comité VIDA and KBBF are co-sponsoring this family-friendly 
gathering. Admission is free.

The event honors the Mexican and Guatemalan “las posadas” custom of 
reenacting Mary and Joseph’s pilgrimage from Nazareth to Bethlehem 
in search of refuge. In the Latin American tradition, participants join a 
processional, accompanied by music and song, and stop at designated houses 
to ask for entry. Once the hosts invite people inside, there is a celebration.

KBBF’s version of Las Posadas will feature music and songs as well as 
snacks and drinks. Santa Claus will make an appearance and there will be 
a chance for children to have photographs with him. Expect some special 
surprises for the children, too!

Interview with Becky Hobbs
Elaine B. Holtz of “Women’s Spaces” hosted an interview with Becky 

Hobbs, who spoke of her journey in music and to the Oklahoma Music 
Hall of Fame. She was inspired to produce a musical in honor of her great 
grandmother Nanyehi, Nancy Ward, of the Cherokee Nation. Nanyehi was 
a warrior woman who also championed peace between her and the European 
settlers in the 1700s. 

Reflecting on this work, Holtz suggested, “Perhaps a listener can help bring 
the musical produced by Becky Hobbs and Nick Sweet—Nanyehi: the Story of 
Nancy Ward—to stage in the North Bay.”

Listen to the work for yourself at: womensspaces.com/ArchiveWSKBBF/
WSA181022.html

Support KBBF
This holiday season offers much to be grateful for. Our community of 

listeners and supporters help us shine! Please join our membership by going to 
the KBBF.org website. There, you can arrange to make a regular donation or a 
one-time gift. GRACIAS!

Roseland Rejuvenation Revived
Merry Christmas and Feliz Navidad to all the residents of Roseland 
and readers of Roseland Review. This column will be addressing both Christmas 
wishes, and Thanks giving for the things we have been blessed with in 2018. The 
year has passed by very quickly. It is already time to be getting your Christmas 
trees or Kwanza decorations, or whatever ways you celebrate your holidays, 
together for the holidays. Should you be looking for Christmas trees and wreaths 
keep Mark’s Christmas Tree lot in mind on the corner of Dutton Ave. and 
West Third St. Mark Lazzini and his family having been serving the Roseland 
community for decades with nice trees at fair prices. Thank you to the Lazzini 
family for all they have done for Roseland for over 60 years.
Thank you also to all of the kind folks in Roseland who have been doing 
what they can to keep Roseland nice, and also trying to make it better. 
Thanks to both the City of Santa Rosa and the County of Sonoma for getting a 
few roads repaired such as the northern part of Boyd St. which has been recently 
resurfaced. A really bumpy portion of Corby Ave. was also repaved. Now for 
a Christmas wish to have Barham Ave., the northern portion of Burbank Ave., 
Hughes Ave., Sunset Ave., McMinn Ave. and the eastern portion of Sebastopol 
Rd. rebuilt also. Thanks to the city for trying to have better law enforcement 
undertaken in Roseland.

Thanks to Sonoma County for having the Roseland Library in the Roseland 
Community Center for all of the community to enjoy. The Christmas wish is for a 
library to be kept open and in the heart of Roseland in the future. After the Nov. 
5, 2018 meeting of the Sonoma County Library Commission the library may be 
moved out of Roseland for up to 5 years while the building of the housing project 
by Mid-Peninsula goes forward in the Roseland Village Shopping Center. 

Another Thanks, and a Big Wish also, is to the Central Sonoma County Boys 
and Girls Club which has been operating in the Roseland Library space. Many 
residents want there to be a nice,big, separate Roseland Boys and Girls Club.

There has been a new person elected to the Santa Rosa City Council and she 
will be taking office on Tuesday Dec. 4, 2018. Her name is Victoria Fleming 
and she is a social worker who may take an interest in helping to solve some of 
the long time, almost intractable problems we in Roseland have faced over the 
decades. Although Roseland has been in the for a year now we will not have 
any representation on the City Council until 2020 so it is important if you have 
concerns for you to contact the City Manager Sean McGlynn for help. The county 
is working on getting environmental clearances for properties on Roberts Ave. off 
of Sebastopol Rd. These clearances would make the land which has already been 
in the city for decades available for development.

Thanks for the development of more housing in Roseland. Development of 
housing near the SMART station will be a topic in the upcoming Station Area 
Plan to be funded by the city after approval by the City Council for the contract. 
Housing is currently being built on Sebastopol Rd. at the corner of Boyd St. in 
the Village Station development of for sale houses. More housing is being built at 
Paseo Vista on Dutton Ave. near Hearn Ave. as well as at the new Villas project 
off of Sebastopol Rd near Stony Pt. Road where the a controversial Golf Driving 
Range was next to Highway 12. 

Now for a very serious Christmas wish. Better safer road conditions for 
bicyclists and walkers. Recently near the intersection of Stony Point Rd. and 
Highway 12 a young woman named Sidney Falbo lost her life in the crosswalk 
while attempting to ride a bike across to the Joe Rodota Trail. Shortly before this 
in the same northwestern corner of Roseland another woman was killed while 
attempting to cross Stony Pt. Rd. north of Highway 12. Before that a man was run 
over near there and dragged into Occidental Rd. losing his life also. Three dead 
young people in the space of weeks should be a warning to all drivers and city 
officials for better safety. 
This month marks 20 years since Patrick Jerome Scott, a young 17 year old, 
was run over and killed while a student at the new Elsie Allen High School south 
of Roseland. He was killed walking near the school and Santa Rosa officials stated 
then they would work to make “pedestrian safety” a priority. 

Now is the time to remind government planners of this, especially because the 
city is completing a Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan for adoption in the near 
future. Roseland Review wishes for a safe and happy Holliday Season for everyone 
and specifically asks you to hold the spirits of Patrick Scott and Sidney Falbo in 
your hearts forever. 
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Email me at elainebholtz@gmail.com with questions or suggestions. 
Elaine B. Holtz is co-producer /Host with Kenneth E. Norton of “Women’s Spaces” on KBBF 
89.1FM Monday 11-12 noon & 11-12 midnight. womensspaces.com and kbbf.org

Happy Holidays! I want to take this opportunity to wish each and every 
one of my readers a joyous holiday season one filled with good health, peace 
of mind and loving relations. FYI, there are 14 religious holidays believers 
celebrate in December and for those interested in knowing each and every 
one please check out deseretnews.com/article/865642813/These-are-the-14-
religious-holidays-believers-celebrate-in-December.html/ My wish goes out 
to each and every one of you. It has been truly an honor writing for Santa Rosa.

The Votes Are in—Turnout was +/- 48% of Registered Voters 
November 6 was Election Day and according to Deena Thompson-
Stalder, Chief Deputy Registrar at County of Sonoma estimated out of the 
approximately 91,000 registered voters in Santa Rosa, 48% have been recorded 
and there are more ballots to count which might make the percentage higher. 
Once the absentee and provisional ballots are counted the election can be 
certified. These ballots must be counted by December 6 or sooner. Santa Rosa 
City Council Candidates in District 2 and 4 in Santa Rosa certification will 
take place once all the ballots are counted. Congratulations to Tom Swedhelm 
representing District 6 who ran unopposed & will serve four years. 

There were two measures on the ballot. Measure N, the Housing Bond thus 
far has received approximately 58 percent of the vote in early returns, however, 
this measure requires two-thirds majority to pass. Measure O, Temporary 
Sales Tax to date received approximately 59% of the vote and to pass a majority 
of the vote is required. Once all the votes are counted these measures will 
then be certified. To find out all voting results go to: vote.sonoma-county.org/
content.aspx?sid=1009&id=2456

Racial Discussion Group “Unshackled” The program is the first of 
a series of monthly meetings facilitated by Dr. Jacqueline Lawrence, founder 
and Director of Legacy Showcases. The attendees participated in an open 
discussion about their individual challenges and biases regarding racism. As a 
participant I was amazed at the openness of the group and the strong desire to 
face their own beliefs and feelings around race.

Lawrence, an African American woman has had her own struggles with 
racism. She believes by having open discussions about racism people will more 
easily be able to understand the issue and begin the process of embracing the 
differences. The meetings will take place the first Wednesday of the month 
and the next one will be on December 5 from 6-8:30pm at the Arlene Francis 
Center, 99 Sixth St. For more information call 707-393-7661. This is a free event.

The Children’s Museum: A Special place for children ten and under 
A great place for children ten and under is to visit during the holiday season 
is the Children’s Museum of Sonoma County located in Northwest anta Rosa 
on West Steele Lane. With exhibits designed for children ages ten and younger 
they discover science, nature and the art by jumping, climbing, building, 
digging, crawling, pretending, painting and playing along with interacting 
with other children as well as their parents.

Lauren Peters, Director of Programs has been working in the museum for 
nine years and has her Master’s Degree in Museum Education from John F. 
Kennedy University. She reports the focus of the museum is education and 
open-ended teaching pedagogies. “The museum is design includes a variety of 
areas geared towards the age of the child with the idea to inspire curiosity and 
exploration,” she said.

Two examples of that is the Flower Pit area which is designed for babies 
and pre-walker. As you walk through the museum you children are exposed 
to Mary’s Garden where one discovers the natural world through the eyes 
of a butterfly. For parents there is the Marylyn and Henry Hensel Family 
Resource Center where parents can learn about parenting resources. Besides 
many indoor activities there is an outdoor garden and exhibits which include 
a tasting garden and water play. The museum is located at 1835 West Steele 
Lane and is open daily from 9:00AM to 4:00PM and closed on Tuesday. For 
additional information about their winter program designed for children from 
5-8 starting December 26, visit their website at cmosc.org

Downtown Santa Rosa Old Court House Squares Free Speech: 
Santa Rosans celebrated, Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead) a cultural and 
religious holiday celebrated through most of Latin America, and by much of 
the Latin American population in the U.S., between October 31 and November 
2. Following cultural rituals, the celebration included a beautiful Day of the 
Dead Alter which had beautiful displays of Marigolds, the Flower of the 
Dead, and pictures and artifacts brought by participants to acknowledge their 
relatives and friends that have passed. Seeing the pictures of those who had 
passed reminded me once again that life is truly a gift to be celebrated.
Rising Up for Freedom and Families: Approximately 200 people 
showed up for the march and rally, “Rise Up and Make Noise,” sponsored 
by the Peace and Justice Center, Sonoma County and organized by Robin 
Latham and Erin Latham-Ponneck, who was also one of the speakers. 
A shout out to all those who attended and the various organizations, i.e. 
Indivisible, National Organization For Women Sonoma County Chapter, 
Verity Rape Crisis Center, League of Women Voters, Family Justice Center, 
ISO, Northbay Jobs for Justice along with volunteers registering people to 
vote. The entertainment and speakers were amazing which included speakers 
Alicia Sanchez, KBBF President and author, activist Starhawk. Magic 
Altman read her poetry and Adrienne Lauby talked about the homeless 
challenges in our city. A special talk on the issues of Immigration Women 
and the horror of separating children from their mothers and families was 
given by activist Ana Delgado. The Feisty Females performed with vocalist 
Kym Trippsmith, and the Hubbub Club, a group of local musicians led the 
march down Fourth Street in downtown Santa Rosa. Go to facebook.com/
events/244831066215175/?active_tab=discussion, scroll down and listen to 
speeches given at the event.

A special gathering of “Families for Families, Free the Children” took place 
the next day. Around a 100 concerned individuals came together to oppose 
cruel immigration policies, detention of children and refusal of asylum seekers. 
The event was in support of protests that were happening around the country 
protesting the abuses of human rights by the federal government. Participants 
marched down Fourth Street and stopped in front of the federal building for a 
special prayer service. Being there myself brought up many feeling of sadness 
for what is happening and at the same time felt uplifted by the prayers and 
knowing that there are people like myself who are against what is taking place. 

Something to think about: “I see the world being slowly 
transformed into a wilderness; I hear the approaching thunder that, one 
day, will destroy us too. I feel the suffering of millions. And yet, when 
I look up at the sky, I somehow feel that everything will change for the 
better that this cruelty too shall end, that peace and tranquility will 
return once more.” Annelies Marie Frank was a German-born diarist. She 
gained fame posthumously with the publication of The Diary of a Young 
Girl, in which she documents her life in hiding from 1942 to 1944, during 
the German occupation of the Netherlands in World War II.
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We are Sonoma STRONG! Because of the Chico fires there were a couple 
of weeks in November that had lots of Windsor residents wearing their N95 
face masks to protect themselves from the smoke. As much as we would 
have preferred to forget the horrific fires from 2018, it is a reminder about 
how precious life is and the importance of continuing moving forward and 
continuing to enjoy life and having fun.

Windsor has lots of events and fun happenings to keep a smile on everyone’s 
face. Here are some of the exciting things happening in December…
Grand opening of KS Tia Yuen: There is a new restaurant on the Town 
Green, located on the corner of McClelland and Market Street, the name is 
KS Tian Yuen and it is Asian Cuisine. On Monday, December 10th, they will 
have their grand opening with a ribbon cutting with the Windsor Chamber of 
Commerce. To help celebrate from 12-2 pm they will be having a special event 
and having $10 lunches. All the money will be donated to the Windsor High 
School Vineyard Academy.  Come join in their celebration and support the 
WVA program!
Windsor High Vineyard Academy: You are invited to help celebrate the 
release of our 2016 Windsor Jaguar Old Vine Zin. The Vineyard Academy, 
Windsor High School’s Hospitality Program, would like to invite friends and 
family to celebrate the newest vintage of their wine.

Come taste their newest release, as well as those from 2013, 2014 and 2015. 
Partake in appetizers prepared by the Vineyard Academy’s Culinary classes; 
play bocce ball and have a good time. We look forward to seeing you there.

Saturday, December 1, 2018, 11-1 pm, Taft Street Winery, 2030 Barlow Lane, 
Sebastopol California
Windsor Tree lighting event December 6th: The annual tree lighting 
event will be held on Thursday December 6th on the Town Green from 5-8 
pm. Included in these festivities are various food vendors, a visit from Mr. and 
Mrs. Claus, horse drawn carriages and holiday music. This free event will be 
fun for all.
Parking during the Tree Lighting event: There will be parking 
available for $10 in the parking lot on Old Redwood Highway. It will be 
lighted and secure and all funds raised for parking will benefit the Kiwanis 
Key Club students. Please remember there is no parking allowed in the Bell 
Village parking lot during events. Please come support your Kiwanis Key Club 
students.  
10th Annual Charlie Brown Christmas Grove: People 4 Parks 
presents the 10th annual Charlie Brown Christmas Tree Grove. From 
December 6-January 1 there will be over 200 Charlie Brown Trees on the town 
Green with snow fall nightly, from 5:30 & 7:30 pm.
Windsor Sunday Market: The last Windsor Farmers Market of the season 
is December 9th, 10-1, Rain or Shine. (If raining look for us set up under the 
Library Front Porch.) Join us for Community Stone Soup on December 9th at 
11 am. Bring a veggie to throw in the pot. Thank you for supporting your local 
farmers and food producers this season in Windsor!
Windsor Prayer Shall Ministry: December 1, 9am -2 pm: Christmas 
Boutique Bake Sale at Vinecrest Senior Apartments Community Center

Rummage Sale, Bake ale and hand made Jewelry and handbags
Windsor Public Library: Wednesday, December 12, 2018 -2:00pm - 3:00pm

Sonoma County Reads—Book Discussion of Kindred, by Octavia Butler 
Friday, December 21, 2018 -2:00pm - 2:45pm
How the Grinch Stole Christmas—Story & Crafts: 1st and 3rd Monday of 

every Month, 6:30pm
Let’s Talk: English Conversation Circle—Drop in for verbal practice of 

English conversation and grammar in a small-group setting with a trained 
class facilitator.
Toy Drive: For the first couple of weeks in December the Windsor Kiwanis 
Toy Give-Away and Marine Toys for Tots will have drop of sites all over 
town. Places include the Windsor Chamber of Commerce and the Police 
Department. Please drop off unwrapped toys for various age groups. Please be 
generous so all children can have a happy holiday.

We would also like to welcome the newly elected Town Council members 
Esther Lemus, Dominic Foppoli and Sam Salmon. Our new School Board 
Trustees are Stephanie Ahmad, Rich Carnation and Eric Heitz.

We hope everyone has a safe and warm holiday and a joyous New Year.
Lorene Romero and Gayle Walz. To reach us, please feel free to email Lorene@mac.com

Mayor Mansell’s End-of-Year Reflections
“There are years that ask questions and years that answer.” ~  Zora Neal Hurston 

What does this final month of serving as Healdsburg’s mayor and my last of 
four years on city council invite? My town struggles with balance. “Nothing in 
excess.” My heartfelt experience as an elected official reveals the ancient Greek 
inscription’s truth: Excess causes lasting harm.
Question: How would my tenure on City Council be different if I 
had not come with the vision of a 36-year public school teacher? 

I have met, worked with, plenty of business owners, some retired police 
officers, attorneys, architects, and engineers, among other occupations. Being 
an active high school English, Speech and Debate teacher/coach offers me a 
unique balance of adventurous, youthful, emergent thinking, and the culture 
of business-oriented decision-making. No answer to that question yet.

My “answers”: Like my students, I study and hope to learn. Like my 
fellow council members, starting with an $86 million annual city budget, I 
read and analyze arguments, draw conclusions, and make critical decisions 
about: land use and zoning, the oxymoronic affordable housing, housing 
bonds, incentivizing ADUs, ecological planning, meaningful emergency 
preparedness, and public pensions.

I have argued for the value of sustaining a culture of inquiry during public 
and special closed/privileged meetings, the critical need for governmental 
transparency, the necessity of arts, the study of tourism’s impacts, especially 
with drought and disasters, the influx of new money and the inability to put a 
dollar amount on the “cost” of second, vacant homes.

The ultra-wealthy who come into town are perceived as having a low-impact 
on our city resources. After all, they pay property taxes, so the conclusion 
is the vacant homes cannot be “quantified” as detrimental to our economy. 
According to our city’s legal opinion, no second home tax may be applied 
without a clear impact fee nexus study to prove a negative financial impact.

What attracts people to Healdsburg? Who supports our economic 
vitality, hospitality industry, and our city services? How does the marketing of 
“small town charm” affect real estate acquisition and result in gentrification?

I have listened to false dichotomies regarding environmental stewardship, 
workforce housing, and the wine country’s thriving tourist industry.

I hear my beloved community’s concerns. Our winery, hospitality, health 
care, and city workers, and our public school employees, all vital to our 
community, cannot afford to live in the town they serve. Last month Measure 
P passed, bringing the hope we can build some deed-restricted rentals in our 
city without the growth restrictions of our GMO. Clearly, Healdsburg City 
voters understand the economic market does not create or sustain balance.

Some argue, by inviting more wealthy guests to our town, we create more 
purchasing of second homes, a drain on our rental stock, and we feel the effect 
of “flipped homes.” New buyers ask, how close is the property to the Plaza. 
How soon may we tear down the existing house and build our new house, 
swimming pool, guest cottage?

Healdsburg attracts wealthy investors. No matter how philanthropic—no 
matter how many winery events to support Latino winery workers’ children, 
the health of our pristine Russian River, our local health care foundation, or 
our public schools, this “wonderful” in-coming wealth contributes to our 
housing shortage, to insufficient wages, to shrinking public school enrollment, 
and to our “loss of neighborhood” crisis.

Investing in a community means so much more than an addition to a 
portfolio or a real estate transaction. My Santa Rosa City high school 11th 
grade students/ debaters discuss social capital, of valuing our community 
in words, and with examples, that do not exclusively equate to dollars. We 
ponder central questions such as: How and why do communities change? 
What risks are we willing to take to be part of community? What are we 
ready to give up? One answer from this soon-to-be former mayor: We are 
learning that financial growth does not sustain community. 

~ Brigette Mansell, Healdsburg Mayor, 2018
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Election Results - Incumbents Return to Council, 
Measures Q and R Pass by Wide Margins

Although some absentee and provisional ballots from the November 6th 
election remain to be counted, it appears that Sebastopol voters have returned 
the incumbents to Council for another term. Congratulations to my colleagues, 
Patrick Slayter and Una Glass. The swearing-in takes place on December 4, 
assuming election results are certified by then. Everyone’s invited to join the 
public ceremony. 

Congratulations to newcomer Vaughan Higginbotham for his strong 
showing. He took on many of the traditional tasks of a campaign—a brochure, 
website, signs, candidates’ forums, loads of official paperwork, some walking 
door-to-door—and garnered an impressive number of votes for a first-time 
campaigner.

There’s another election in two years. Maybe some more “young” candidates 
will enter the race? This campaign, there was definite interest in “new blood, 
“ a “fresh face,” and “youth!”—comments that I heard on the campaign trail, 
along with “Good for the kid!” when voters congratulated me on my win 
afterwards.  

If you’re a future candidate out there in the wings, don’t wait. Step up now, 
become known, and create a track record for yourself by demonstrating your 
skills, values, personality, and effectiveness to our community over the next 
24 months. As I wrote last month, a great way to start is to serve on boards or 
committees. Some Council Members have served on boards, like the Planning 
Commission or for non-profits.

Meanwhile, remember that there are two relatively “fresh” Council Members 
at your service: Michael Carnacchi, often called “the bootmaker,” and 
Neysa Hinton. They were voted in, in 2016, and had no elected or appointed 
experience when they ran. Engage with them, let them know where you stand 
and what you’d like them to accomplish.

More election results: Measures Q and R passed by wide margins, offering 
some financial help to the city coffers. Thank you to Cordelia Hurst, Executive 
Director of the Community Cultural Center for launching a modest sign effort 
and to the voters for confidence in the city’s fiscal management and service 
delivery. Measure M for the parks also passed. Sebastopol’s public spaces will 
get a financial boost to help with maintenance.
VOTE AGAIN – with Your Holiday Dollars! Local non-profits appeal 
for help each holiday season. Consider those who offer you valuable activities 
and help them out with a generous donation. Our City doesn’t have the band-
width to fund and staff traditional services like a Community Center or a 
Senior Center, or a Parks and Recreation Department so your financial help is 
critical to our local non-profits. 

Support local merchants by shopping for gifts in town. Park once and 
browse Main Street or ride the free Local Shuttle #24 from the north end to the 
south end of town and through The Barlow, hopping on and off at leisure. 

In between purchases, enjoy a pastry, coffee, meal, or drink. Mathew 
Carson, the new owner at 116 S. Main Street, invites shoppers to try his place, 
Mothers Ruin, with its remodeled loungey feel. Open daily at 4 pm, he serves 
craft cocktails featuring local distillers and breweries. Check out the holiday 
menu, consider having your holiday party there, or drop in after the Tree 
Lighting on Thursday, December 6. 

Each year the Chamber of Commerce lights the official holiday tree at 
the City’s Public Park on The Plaza. Festivities start at 5 pm and include hot 
beverages, popcorn, children’s activities, and seasonal entertainment. Santa 
arrives via fire truck towards the end of the evening, before 8 pm. Candlelight 
and carols make memories.
Remember Others and Create Joy this Holiday Sebastopol has 
many churches, thrift stores, Friends of the Sebastopol Library, and other 
organizations that take year-end donations to benefit others, including our 
own homeless people, our 2017 fire survivors, and the Camp Fire victims.

Make time this busy season to: sort a dresser for hand-me-downs; organize 
a closet to cull give-aways; look through a book shelf for a good read to pass 
along; dig through the kitchen cupboards for those unused items. Give them to 
others who can use them. Share your good fortune.

We are all here on earth to help others; 
what on earth the others are here for I don’t know.

W. H. Auden
Happy Holidays to you and thanks for reading

A special shout out to Brenda Bellinger, Alicia Hugg, and Barbara Harris 
for saying they read this column each month. 
Cotati’s Holiday Tree Lighting on Friday, Dec. 7th  

Come to this enjoyable Cotati event. The celebration happens from 4 to 8 pm 
in La Plaza Park. When our daughter attended Thomas Page School, we loved 
singing Christmas Carols with Cotati’s Troup 4 Boy Scouts. “The children 
grow excited on the count down (to the annual lighting) that they almost rush 
the stage,” said Mark Landman. “…an old tradition in Cotati going back well 
over twenty years. The event includes free cocoa and coffee, arts and crafts 
and…Santa Claus on a fire engine.” Josh Rheinhart, The Community Voice.
Rohnert Park Cotati Regional Library Food Drive

Bring canned food to the library. Each winter they donate food to the 
Redwood Empire Food Bank. In a spirit of giving, remember those in need 
year-round. Beyond the feeling, and benefit of doing good, the library will 
forgive your late fees. That’s right. Time to square your library account and 
fines by bringing canned food. Vegetables, beans, soup, stew, and chili all help 
fill empty tummies and warm people. 
Holiday Special, free gift wrapping and shipping 

Marc Hoffman makes a most generous offer. When you buy a copy or two 
of Red Sky at Night: Dog Leader Mysteries from me, he will gift wrap and mail it 
for you in the U.S.A. Please email me at my public email above or find me at 
Redwood Writers Club holiday meeting and potluck at the Flamingo Hotel, 
Sunday, December 9 from 2-4:30 pm. Come at 1 pm to listen or ask questions in 
the Author Support Group I facilitate. Guest speaker will be Elizabeth Stark. 
She promises to deliver on the topic: Secret to a Page-Turner.
Emergency Preparedness for Pets

Luckily, our local animal shelter is proactive helping pet lovers. Take 
advantage of their “Get Them Back Home” Campaign—Every lost pet should 
have a way to get back home. Rohnert Park Animal Shelter provides a FREE 
pet ID tag and a back-up microchip to all residents of Rohnert Park and Cotati.  
No appointment necessary, just come by the shelter during regular open hours: 
Wed. 1-6:30; Thurs.-Fri.-Sat. 1-5:30; Sun. 1-4:30. Thanks to Mickey Zeldes, the 
RPAS supervisor for her weekly column, All About Pets in The Community 
Voice. Her article on preparedness for pets inspired this section.

Do you have pet carriers handy for rabbits and cats? Is your dog’s leash 
kept in the same place?  Do you have pictures of your pets in case they 
disappear? Are they microchipped so they will be easy to identify?  Do you 
have a list of all medications your pets are on? Smart suggestions: Scan or snap 
a smart phone photo of each bottle of pet medicine. You will need these to 
show to a veterinarian after you evacuate to get a refill. Also take a picture of 
each pets’ vaccination records to show proof if needed. 

If these methods are not available, put pet medical information with pet 
emergence supplies or pet crate. Pack a bag with pet food and litter. These 
items will need to be rotated every two months to keep them fresh and usable. 
Some emergency shelters allow pets. Still, make a backup plan where your 
pets can stay in case a shelter does not have room for pets. For a list of what 
items to gather and keep for your pet during an emergence visit ASPCA 
disaster preparedness or the Human Society.org.
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Year In Review: 2018
2018 has been a year of recovery, resiliency and readiness. Our county 

continues to work tirelessly to recover from last year’s devastating fires, and 
we’re also forging ahead to make Sonoma County more resilient and ready for 
what we now call the “new abnormal.” 

The new abnormal, which is a condition of increased potential for extreme 
catastrophes fueled by climate change, affects more than just our forests 
and their vulnerability to fire. Sea rise is also an important consideration for 
future planning, along with severe future flooding of the lower Russian River. 
Increased potential for catastrophe affects the way we support our fire and 
emergency service personnel and departments. And it affects how we think 
about water health, especially that of the Russian River. 

But beyond this new reality brought on by climate change, Sonoma County’s 
fires drove home the urgent need to bring more housing into the county. It 
highlighted the struggle of many of our families face as they try to pay for 
necessities, like rent, childcare and food. 

And with tighter budgets to work with at the County, the new abnormal 
makes infrastructure investments more necessary, and more difficult to 
achieve than ever. 

In the Fifth District, where we were thankfully spared from the destruction 
of last year’s fire, we’re working to make West County more resilient and and 
resistant to “new abnormal.” From improving roads and enhancing bicycle 
and pedestrian safety to providing more support and services to our homeless 
community members and giving our coastal and river communities stronger 
voices in county government, I think West County is better off going into 2019 
than it was in 2018. 

We continue to advocate for road work and infrastructure improvements 
in the Fifth District, and are starting to see major results. Spending on West 
County roads projects has dramatically increased since I took office… below, 
you can see the results for yourself.

While I’m proud of what we’ve been able to accomplish together, there’s still 
a lot of work to be done. There are many miles of roads still in need of repair 
and many residents who still need secure housing. I believe 2019 will already 
busier than the 2018, and I’m looking forward to the challenge.

In the following list, you’ll find some of the projects I’ve worked on during 
the past two years. The list is not comprehensive, but I’m highlighting the 
larger projects that involved significant investments of staff time and funding. 
And of course, none of this work was accomplished alone! Achieving goals 
requires teamwork. I want to thank my wonderful Fifth District staff — Susan 
Upchurch, Amie Windsor, and Irene Hays — who have played crucial roles in 
these efforts. Thanks also go to all of our fantastic County departmental staff, 
and passionate community members who stepped forward to advocate on 
behalf of West County. 

Without further ado, here’s what we’ve been up to!
West County
● Created Lower Russian River and Sonoma County Coast Municipal 

Advisory Councils, which are slated to begin meeting in the first quarter of 
2019 following a successful and participatory selection process.

● Secured $18.3 million for West County road resurfacing — the largest 
investment in West County roads to date. (For a list of what’s getting better, 
please refer to the roads section at the end of this article.)

● Secured significant investments in West County services. (For dollar 
amounts, look at the individual community investments lists.)

● Secured a $1.1M CalFire grant to remove dead and dying trees from 
West County roadsides, to enhance fire safety and winter road safety by 
preventing tree falls.

● Secured $250K of funding to help clean up the Russian River — thank you, 
Clean River Alliance/Russian Riverkeeper, for cleaning up our watershed! 

● Secured a Russian River Trail feasibility study grant: $794K total, including 
$620K from CalTrans, and $120K from NSCAPD.

● Worked with Permit Sonoma to reduce lot size and other requirements 
for Accessory Dwelling Units (ADUs), allow Junior Accessory Dwelling 
Units in existing homes (JADUs) and develop new, innovative standards for 
scalable fees and increased housing opportunities on 9000 square foot lots in 
urban service areas (Cottage Housing).

● Established a new $500K Transient Occupancy Tax (TOT) fund to directly 
support community needs in the Fifth District proportional to the funding 
generated from the District. (This meant we received $223K in 2017-18, and 
$243K in 2018-19)  This increased direct TOT funding to our District by over 
400%!

● Directed $1.3M of Tourism Occupancy Tax to projects including visitor 
centers, signage, fire protection, public infrastructure investments and 
public safety needs to the 5th District.

● Supported funding of $500K in grants to organizations offering Career 
Technical Education, training programs, and college scholarships for low 
income, first time college attendees.

And if you’re curious what money or work has flowed into your 
specific community, see below...
Bodega Bay & Bodega
● Provided $200K to Bodega Bay Fire Protection District to support 

emergency response.
● Provided $80K in TOT funds to Bodega Bay Fire Protection District for 

rescue boat motor and ambulance equipment.
● Secured $220K of General Fund dollars to build new public restroom on 

recreational fishing pier — the first-ever General Fund investment in pier 
infrastructure.

● Advocated for $6.6M federal dollars to be invested in Bodega Bay dredging, 
which required lobbying in Washington, D.C. Lobbied for excess funding to 
be diverted to jetty repair as project came in under budget.

● Provided $10K in TOT funds for Bodega Volunteer Fire Department 
training and equipment.

Cazadero
● Commenced Cazadero Highway repaving project. (Road failures are 

awaiting environmental permitting, and completion of the pavement project 
into town is scheduled for next summer.)

● Secured $300K to relocate and support a CalFire Amador station in 
Cazadero.

● Provided $22K of TOT funding to support station improvements and new 
emergency radios.

● Provided $10K for Pole Mountain Lookout permitting and engineering for 
new tower.

Forestville
● Worked to mobilize long-forgotten quarry mitigation funds. (The Board of 

Supervisors will formally vote on this item in December.) This means that 
next year, we will be able to deploy $4.5M of previously unavailable funds 
on roads and pedestrian and bicycle safety improvements in Forestville.

● Provided $38K in TOT funding for new command vehicle and water rescue 
equipment for Forestville Fire Protection District.

● Oversaw cleanups of blighted properties - transforming a neighborhood 
by clearing junkyard conditions from abandoned property, and ensuring 
demolition of another abandoned building.

● Oversaw the removal of the Mirabel/River Road homeless encampment, 
and partnered with non-profits to find alternative locations for the families 
living there. 

Freestone
● Engaged community process to address zoning to comply with general plan.
● Worked with Department of Public Works to revive plans for rural 

undergrounding of power lines in the Historic District.
Graton
● Responded to community concerns regarding cannabis, worked to redefine 

West County trail as regional park. (Board will vote on this in December.)
● Implemented ADA improvements to sidewalks and trail connections.
● Provided $15K in TOT funding for a down payment on new command 

vehicle for Fire Department.
● Secured $103K Ag + Open Space funding for new Graton Town Green in 

partnership with the absolutely amazing Graton Green Group!

YEAR IN REVIEW cont’d on page 37



12/18 - www.sonomacountygazette.com - 37

Guerneville & Environs
● Secured $1M of General Fund money for Lower Russian River homelessness 

funding, which was implemented through a citizens-led homeless 
task force. Funding has already resulted in permanent housing for 69 
individuals, and has prevented 81 individuals, including 23 youth, from 
becoming homeless. 

● Flashing crosswalk installed on Armstrong Woods Road by Guerneville 
Elementary School.

● Funded trash pickup program for downtown, with services provided by 
Clean River Alliance.

● Expanded the County’s lease at the Bank of America building in order to 
provide new social services, including the first-time ever Mobile Support 
Team & Whole Person Care program launch.

● Supported funding for Russian River Rec & Park District’s Vacation Beach 
River Access.

● Provided $90K in TOT funding for Russian River Fire Department, 
emergency equipment and ambulance downpayment.

● Secured $80K for Russian River Fire Department chief’s salary and 
consolidation efforts. 

● Coming soon!  Free River Shuttle service. (The Board of Supervisors will 
vote to make local bus service free in December.)

Monte Rio
● Provided $26K in TOT funding to secure new radios and rescue equipment.
● Continuing to work with Monte Rio Rec and Park District and Sweetwater 

Springs Water District and local property owners to facilitate trail access 
from Monte Rio to Coast.

● Advancing the long-dormant Monte Rio Bridge replacement project.
North Coast
● Provided $26K of TOT for EMT training, ambulance equipment, and rescue 

gear for Coast Life Support District and North Sonoma County Fire.
● Provided $7K TOT for emergency extrication equipment for Timber Cove 

Fire.
● Secured $90K to support a stipend program for Timber Cove Fire.
● Ongoing rural broadband work.
Occidental
● Secured $100K for long-desired sidewalk connection from Occidental Center 

for the Arts to downtown.
● Implemented ADA improvements to sidewalks and parking lots.
● Provided $12K TOT for Occidental Fire emergency radios.
Sebastopol
● Worked with Council and staff to produce seminar promoting new housing 

opportunities for residential property owners.
● Directed TOT funding toward crosswalk improvements on Bodega 

Highway.
● Filed a joint application with the city for pedestrian and bicycle safety 

improvements on Ragle Road.
● Provided $15K of TOT for Gold Ridge Fire Department pagers and radios.

Roseland
● Secured $500K for library relocation.
● Conducted extensive outreach and provided resources for homeless 

individuals and encampment clearing.
● Directed funding of $50K to support training program at Becoming 

Independent.
● Directed funding to a clean up effort for a derelict property on West Avenue 

near Sheppard Accelerated Middle School.
Moorland 
● Secured $4.6 million for the long awaited Andy’s Unity Park Project, which 

opened this Spring.
● Provided ongoing support to the Neighborhood Action Team, which has 

succeeded in prioritizing infrastructure improvements in the Moorland 
neighborhoods, including new bus stops, new crosswalks, lighting and 
other safety improvements.

● Completed grant application for pedestrian and bicycle safety 
enhancements.

COUNTYWIDE Year in Review
● Instituted Paid Family Leave for county employees
● Overhauled County fire and emergency services and disaster alerting 

system; new staff allocations to facilitate community outreach and disaster 
planning.

● Ongoing work with state and county septic policy. Made headway on 
County septic policy and delayed new manual until further public outreach 
and input could be conducted. Succeeded in reducing scope of the State 
Water Board’s upcoming Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) policy 
regarding septic systems near the Russian River.

● Ongoing work with Cannabis policy, including addressing neighborhood 
impacts and setbacks.

Roads resurfaced or reconstructed 2017-18 seasons
2017
● River Road 5.15 miles of slurry seal
● Ludwig Avenue 1 mile of chip seal
● Watertrough Rd 2 miles of chip seal
● Mill Station Rd from 116 to Occidental 2.16 miles of repaving
● Occidental Rd from Fulton to 116 4.41 miles slurry seal
2018
● Willowside Rd from Hall to Guerneville .53 miles full reconstruction
● Green Valley Rd from 116 to Harrison Grade (west side) 3.2 miles full 

reconstruction
● Stewarts Points Skaggs Spring Rd 5 miles chip sealed
● Fort Ross Rd 2.34 miles overlay paving
● Bodega Highway 2 miles overlay paving
● Bohemian Highway from Occidental to Monte Rio - 5 miles overlay paving
● Bohemian Highway, lane closure repaired
● Austin Creek Rd 1.66 miles overlay paving
● Annapolis Rd 6 miles chip sealed
● Ferguson Rd 1.31 chip sealed
● Harrison Grade Road  2.74 miles overlay paving
● Green Valley Rd (at the bridge flood point) .71 miles full reconstruction
● Trenton Rd .78 miles chip sealed
● Furlong Rd 1.73 miles chip sealed
2019 scheduled roads (so far)
● Todd Rd 2.5 miles full reconstruction
● Ross Rd from Graton to past Green Valley Rd .61 miles repair and chip seal
● Green Hill Rd .85 miles overlay paving
● Cazadero Hwy from mid point to town 3.24 miles full reconstruction and 

lane repair
● Armstrong Woods Rd 2.27 miles slurry seal
● Pleasant Hill Rd .57 miles full reconstruction
● Jonive Rd 2.17 miles chip seal
● Moscow Rd 2.44 miles repair and chip seal
● Guerneville Rd 1.84 miles slurry seal

YEAR IN REVIEW cont’d from page 36
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Well, then. I presume you have digested your Thanksgiving feast and are 
moving on to stressing about Christmas. Or, you have my full permission, not. 
My wife and I alternate between the full Christmas to-do and the minimalist 
no-fuss just us. They’re both good. Do what you want. You have my full 
permission.

Right now, as I write this, fire is on my mind, on everyone’s mind I’ll wager. 
I sit under smokey skies besmudged by the Camp Fire. I’m not happy about it, 
but I don’t think my soupcon of suffering measures up to that of Paradisians, 
or anyone who has braved a fire more directly than breathing air that’s a bit 
smudgy. Mind you, I grew up in Southern California back when smog alerts 
were a real and regular thing, so perhaps I am a bit jaded. By the time you read 
this, the air will have been washed clean by rain, I hope, and we can rest a bit 
and gear up for next year’s fire season. 

There’s a lot of gearing up to do, I know. I just attended the second showing 
of the “Wilder than Wild” documentary presented as public service by the 
Park and Rec Board at Anderson Hall. The company was congenial, the 
content sobering. Afterwards a firefighter [working on getting the name. TA] 
from Cal Fire said a few words and took some questions. Richard Seaman and 
Amy Lemmer from Fire Safe Camp Meeker (FSCM) were also present, taking 
signatures on their petition and keeping the community apprised on what they 
are up to. More on that later. 

I’d like to summarize the discussion for you, but even now I’m feeling a little 
overwhelmed by it all. I have relatives in Chico and near Lake Shasta (and of 
course many friends in Santa Rosa) who have watched the fire approach their 
doorstop on very angry cat feet. The danger of fire feels very real and personal 
right now, as I’m sure it does for you. I will just say that there was a vibrant 
discussion, with a frank and candid exchange of ideas. I know in diplomat-ese 
“frank and candid” is a euphemism for “shoes were thrown”, but in fact it was 
laudably civil, although emotions did run high at times. 

I lack the space here to get into practical matters of fire preparation here, 
although I plan to return to the subject in future columns. What I might have 
space for is to address the emotional side of this subject: Fire is scary. It is 
frightening on a primal level, not least because it reminds us that ultimately, 
we are not in control. The Hawaiians have a goddess, Pele, who is in charge 
of fire, wind, and volcanoes—but being as we live in “Cali”-fornia I am going 
to nominate Kali, Hindu goddess of destruction, as the deity who is really 
in charge here. Kali has another side; she is also in charge of preservation of 
nature, a theme echoed by the “Wilder than Wild” film, in which explained 
the history of indigenous cultures using fire in harmony with the ecosystem, 
clearing underbrush (“ladder fuels”) and reducing the intensity of the 
inevitable wildfire. I speak now, however, of the angry face of Kali presented 
in the last few wildfire seasons. Her eyes are red with rage as she metes out 
destruction. Our emotions can be similarly dark.

This is not to say that preparation is futile; far from it. Anything we do now, 
in preparation, might save lives and homes. This preparation will be on the 
individual level, the community level (through and with organizations like Cal 
Fire, the Camp Meeker VFD, Fire Safe Camp Meeker), and at the governmental 
level (for example, exhorting various governmental bodies for various kinds of 
help). 

As we have seen already in discussion this issue, sometimes we give in to 
our Kali nature and start blaming people for not helping enough. The County 
Gummint makes a fat and easy target here; they don’t always spend your tax 
money wisely, do they? I won’t argue the point. I will however, rejoinder that 
when confronting a powerful and angry goddess, such recriminations are a 
waste of scarce energy. There’s a lot of work to do, so figure out where your 
place is and pitch in. Join the VFD. Pester your county supervisor. Rip out some 
of that ivy. Get certified with a chainsaw. Help out with grant applications. 
Work the phones. Go in on a U-Haul with your neighbors and organize a 
dump run. Or, if you’re superhuman, do all of it. There is literally no amount of 
good work that is too much here.

Greetings Graton! I am one of those who don’t particularly enjoy the winter 
holidays. I like the colored lights and the days off work but that’s about it. This 
year, I feel as bah hum bug as ever but since it can be a difficult time of year, I 
have to remember that there are many in our community who struggle with 
real crisis during the holidays. So, I am going to step out of myself and sincerely 
say to you all that I wish you serenity, health and a true feeling of belonging 
this holiday season. I thank you for being the spirited and eclectic group of 
neighbors that you are. May you be warm and comfortable. Happy Holidays!
Holiday Gift Shopping in Graton! For your holiday shopping go local 
and please consider a gift certificate for Asyrah’s Garden Acupuncture Spa, 
Wine from Bowman Cellars, Antiques from Mr. Ryder & Company, beautiful 
art from the Graton Gallery, Wine from Paul Matthew Vineyards, Wine 
produced by Purple Wine & Spirits and as always you can purchase the gift 
of a delicious meal from Mexico Lindo, Willowwood and Underwood. You can 
even give the gift of a helping hand from the Graton Labor Center! 
Santa is Coming to Town Yes, you read that right! Santa is coming to 
town. Please join the Graton Community Club’s annual picture with Santa 
event. This will be on Sunday December 9th. Santa will be there with his elves 
and cookies so please come say hello to your neighbors and have your picture 
taken with Santa. For more information please call 707.829.5314
Green Valley Village Wow, the houses going up at Green Valley Village are 
really starting to look great. I am very excited to welcome our new neighbors 
and so pleased to see affordable homes being built in Sonoma County. I wanted 
to get an update on the project so I called and spoke with local developer 
and Sonoma County resident Orrin Thiessen, Orrin told me that things are 
moving along with 4 of the 8 houses nearing completion with occupancy 
expected in the next 4 months. He wanted to let everyone know that there will 
be a call for volunteers in December to lay the sod for Graton Green Park. He 
said that an announcement of the exact date and time will be made but if you 
want to volunteer, you can give him a call at 707-823-0292. He feels it will be 
a fun day. There two more homes that will be built by Habitat for Humanity. 
I did speak briefly with Habitat for Humanity but at the time of writing 
this column, wasn’t able to confirm the details for building. I do know that 
volunteers will be needed for a blitz build in the spring of 2019 and that more 
fundraising is needed. I’ll keep you all posted in case you want to participate. 
Purple Wine and Spirits Facility Update Purple Wine hosted a public 
meeting to discuss their revised plans on the use of their Graton facility. They 
have abandoned the idea of a tasting room and brewery and decided instead 
to focus on creating the capability to crush at the facility. In their words 
“Purple Wine & Spirit in Graton is currently a high-volume wine and spirits 
packaging and storage facility. We believe the facility and the community are 
better suited if we reduced volume and operated as an end-to-end wine and 
distillery production facility”. If you want more information you can contact 
Eric Gilliand at 707-824-5372 info@purplewinespirits.com He can provide you 
with a FAQ sheet and a breakdown of their new four part plan. I appreciate 
the respect that they showed the community by holding this meeting. Yes, 
the food and drinks were a nice touch but more importantly was that they 
were prepared, provided well thought out information and were open to the 
community’s opinions. Time will tell if they can hold true to the plan but I left 
with the impression that they will be committing their best efforts. 
Graton Community Services District A reminder that you are invited 
to these public meetings. Also, there is a website. If you want to be informed… 
be involved. There are regularly scheduled GCSD Board meetings held in 
the Graton Day Labor Center at 2981 Bowen Street every third Monday 
of the month at 6:00 pm. Please feel welcome to attend. They also have a 
websitegraton.org
Important Date and Call for your Participation Please attend Board 
of Supervisor’s meeting for December 11, 2018 at 9:AM. This is an important 
meeting! This is the date when they are deciding whether the West County & 
Joe Rodota Trails are, in effect, parks and not transportation corridors. This will 
mean that outdoor and greenhouse cannabis operations will generally need to 
be set back 1000’ to these trails as they are for all Sonoma County parks. 
 Please let me know if there is something that you would like me to know or write about. 
You can reach me butlersjennifer@gmail.com
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It’s all about the holidays!
For years, Earl Stevens made sure the downtown holiday tree was cut, 

hauled, put up and decorated so we could celebrate our very own town tree 
lighting. When an indispensable volunteer like that retires, what happens? The 
Wood and Trappe families knew what to do. They stepped in and have now 
made this formidable task a fun family and friend’s event where everyone from 
their darling toddlers to town patron Hal Wood shows up to make it happen. 
A grant from the Forestville Community Fund helped pay for the lift, but the 
bulk of the work, carefully placed ornaments and stringing the lights, is done 
by this dynamic can-do family group. It looks beautiful! Let’s hope this new 
tradition lasts for generations to come. 

Adding to our holiday spirit the Fire Department put up illuminated 
decorations on phone poles and kids from Forestville School who (for a small 
donation) painted holiday themes on downtown windows. That was something 
I loved to do when I was a kid. Looks like the town is ready. Are you? 

If not, I have an idea. You can find amazing gifts at the Forestville 
Pharmacy, The Service Station and even Ideal Hardware. Don’t forget our 
local restaurants and wineries for gift certificates. These “mom and pop” 
operations depend on us locals to keep them in business. 

Yes, I know how easy it is to get stuff online and not lift more than an index 
finger to make it happen. It’s just that getting out and about, seeing what’s 
going on in our town, what stores have to offer, participating, supporting and 
visiting with others makes us feel good. After all isn’t that what we hope to get 
out of the holiday’s when all is said and done?

You don’t have to go far for entertainment this month. Starting 
Saturday December 1st at 6:30 pm is the play “Jason and the Argonauts” at 
Forestville School Auditorium. It repeats Sunday at 1 then the 7th & 8th at 
6:30. Last performance the 9th at 1. El Molino’s Winter Dance Performance 
is at 7 pm Wednesday, December 5th, then the 6th and 7th. My husband got a 
sneak preview as a substitute teacher for them and says it’s wonderful. If you 
are a fan of music, the Choir Concert is Tuesday the 11th at 7 and the Band 
Concert the 13th at 7. In addition to practicing for their shows, those students 
had to put up with jackhammers of late. Ground has broken on their new 
Performing Arts Center. It’s going to be great! Winter break from December 
21st till January 8th. Be careful driving with more kids out and about.

While YOU are out and about, you may notice the bright yellow 
paint that heralds the opening of Russian River Cycle Service. Check out 
the cute bike “decoration” that sits outside. I’ve only peeked in so far, but 
it looks beautiful inside. I’m not surprised as owner Brian Borchers was so 
creative with the bike kiosk he built for the downtown park awhile back. He’s 
a talented guy who’s been in the bike business for years. Rentals available. Stop 
in to say hello.

The FREE First Friday Night Movie December 14 is my favorite holiday 
movie ever…Elf. Doors to the Methodist Church open at 6:45 for cartoons, 
then Elf shows at 7. Santa’s coming too so bring your biggest smiles for free 
photos. Movie has Spanish subtitles. Think hot chocolate, Christmas Cookies 
and popcorn for sale. Is this sweet or what?

Did you know you can nominate someone for Volunteer or 
Business of the Year for 2018? Forms are at the Bank of the West, 
Forestville Pharmacy, The Service Station, Sheer Pleasure Salon and Sequoia 
Properties, or drop it off at the next Chamber meeting, 5:30 pm on the 5th at 
the Fire Station. 

The Chamber is busy working on plans for their annual Crab Feed to be 
held at Holy Ghost Hall January 19. It’s a not to miss feast with music, dancing, 
prizes along with pasta, salad and lots of crab to enjoy.

The Forestville Wellness Center is forming a new Diabetes Group 
in January. Good timing for if you are like me, you’ve made some poor food 
choices this month and may need help getting back on track to lead a healthy 
life.

Bring Toys for Tots donations to the Fire Station at 6554 Mirabel Rd, 
from now till Christmas. You will make someone very happy, maybe even you!

Hello to all, and happy December to you. I hope your Thanksgiving was 
great and the end of year holidays and festivities go smoothly and bring 
everyone happily into the new year.

Though the smoke and sadness from Butte still hangs heavy in the air and 
in my heart, rain is finally on the way in the next few days and I am finding 
plenty to be thankful for myself.

Democrats took back the house, Measure M passed and Prop. 6 did not. I 
am hopeful that the divided congress can come together on some bi-partisan 
issues, happy that our local parks have a dedicated source of funding, and 
relieved that transportation infrastructure improvements throughout the state 
will continue to be funded.

Locally I attended a couple of events recently that were quite fun and from 
the looks of things successful fund-raising efforts.

The Bodega Land Trust held their annual dinner and my Mom and 
I attended for the first time. The place was packed, food tasty, auction items 
aplenty. I ran into many people I knew, some expected some not and made 
some new acquaintances as well.

Camp Meeker Fire Department hosted a bbq and bingo evening that 
was a real hoot. The bbq was great, and the bingo was real fun. I hadn’t played 
bingo in years. I took home a whole home-made bundt cake at the end of the 
night for a real deal as they had too many desserts. I also took home numerous 
raffle prizes which included Lagunitas beer, pint glasses and tee-shirt, a nice 
beverage dispenser and a gift certificate to a bike shop.

I bring up these events in the past because they will come around again, 
and there are many other similar events throughout the year around West 
County. I encourage you, dear reader to make an appearance at any & all. 
Attending events such as these is one of my favorite things to do locally. They 
are fun, you get to commune with your neighbors and raise money for good 
causes and you get a tasty meal in the process. Plus, you generally have pretty 
good odds at taking home some cool schwag! Kudos to all who made these 
particular events happen and to those engaged in creating the next ones down 
the line—count me in.
Speaking of events, December brings quite a few of them:
The first is the return of the Occidental Community Choir, celebrating their 
40th anniversary this year. They will be performing at the Arts Center Nov. 
30th and Dec. 1st at 8pm, Dec. 2nd at 3pm, Dec. 8th at 8pm and on Sunday Dec. 
9th at the Glaser Center in Santa Rosa at 3pm.

The Holiday Crafts Faire returns on December 8th and 9th. Saturday hours 
are 10-5 and Sunday 10-4. There are a lot of new vendors this year that I’m 
excited to see, with many favorites from years past returning as well. Let the 
smell of fresh popped popcorn welcome you in the door, say hi to Santa who 
should be making an appearance both days. Buy some tickets for the always 
amazing bucket raffle, purchase some tasty lunch or scrumptious baked 
goods. Early afternoon Sunday there will be a performance by the local ukelele 
club which is quite fun. Funds raised over the weekend go to the Occidental 
Community Council which helps to fund the unmet needs of the Occidental 
Community.

December 8th there are also some fun holiday themed goings on up in 
the middle of town. Starting at 4pm there will be a community sing along at 
one of the churches in town. I apologize for not knowing which one, but seeing 
as how there are only 2 arriving a little early and strolling through town if you 
chose the wrong one first doesn’t sound like too bad a thing to me. Also, keep 
your eyes out for the fliers around town. At 5:30 there will be a tree-lighting 
ceremony in front of the Bohemian market.

Come to town for the Crafts Faire and grab some lunch, go check out the 
shops around town and participate in the sing along and tree-lighting. Then 
grab some dinner from any of the great establishments and stick around for 
the choir concert. Sounds like a wonderfully full day to me.

I hope to see ya’ll around. As always let me know if you have 
anything you’d like included in a future column and in the 
meantime happy holidays!
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Are We Getting Our Fair Share of the Tourist Tax?
There is always a lot of talk about how the West County generates the lion’s 

share of the Transient Occupancy Tax, or TOT tax. For anyone who doesn’t 
know what that is, it’s a bed tax that hotels and vacation rentals in Sonoma 
County charge their guests. It was 9% of the rental rate until Measure L 
was approved by the voters in 2016, which increased the tax rate to 12%. It’s 
important to remember  the additional 3%, or Measure L funds are supposed 
to be used to offset the impacts of tourism on our communities; however per 
State law the original 9% is discretionary.

The 5th District that encompasses the unincorporated Lower River resort 
and Coastal areas generates about 40% of the approximately $18.3m a year in 
TOT tax, not including the additional $4m generated by AIRBNB throughout 
the entire County. The total TOT revenue to the County including AIRBNB 
for fiscal year 2017-18 is about $22.3m, however the additional $4m in AIRBNB 
revenue is not broken down by district, therefore it is difficult to determine 
how much of that is being generated by the 5th District. It would likely bump 
up the number to about 47%, or $10.5m.

The allocation breakdowns (as best that it could be determined based on 
the  reports provided) indicate the money is distributed in the following 
ways:
•  33% of total goes into the County’s General Fund (a recent increase 

approved by the Board from the previous 25%)
•  $10.1m funds County Departments
•  $2.1m goes to Sonoma County Tourism Bureau
•  $1.5m used for Measure L (Fire Services, Tourism Impact Funds)
•  $1.5m is left for Grant Funds that are allocated to various things in specific 

districts
•  5th District directly received $310k in Grant Funds, though may have also 

received some of the additional $500k in Workforce Grants allocated 
throughout the County (again, no specific break down provided)

The TOT tax was addressed by the Board of Supervisors as an agenda 
item on November 13th. The 5th District was well represented with members 
of the Guerneville Community Alliance, the Guernewood Neighborhood 
Association, Friends and Residents of Guerneville (FROG), and others 
from Forestville to Cazadero in attendance. There was also a contingency 
of Fire Department representatives from Forestville and Bodega Bay fire 
departments. Many speakers stood up and made their pitch to the Board.

Bodega Bay Fire representatives spoke of how in addition to generating 
much more TOT tax than other areas in the County, their property owners 
pay an additional $524 a year for Fire Department services that other areas do 
not pay. Their Department covers a huge remote area, and sometimes does not 
have the resources it needs to respond to emergency calls for service. Most of 
their resources are being used responding to emergencies involving tourists, 
who do not pay property taxes in Sonoma County, leaving property tax payers 
footing the bill, and being left without adequate emergency services.

The Board of Supervisors primarily discussed and agreed that the TOT tax 
allocation is too complicated and needs to be updated and simplified. The 
Board agreed to postpone the matter to be revisited after the 1st of the year.

After attending the meeting, asking all the questions, and reviewing all the   
reports provided, I’m left with the same question I started with. How much of 
the approximately $10.5m in TOT tax that the 5th District generates is being 
spent in the 5th District? The answer is, I don’t know…and that’s the point. 
Maybe we should try to get this question answered?

If you would like to be notified when the TOT tax issue is again addressed 
by the BOS, e-mail susan.upchurch@sonoma-county.org. When contacting the 
Board of Supervisors, remember—it’s not just our 5th District Supervisor that 
we have to convince, as that is just one vote. E-mails should be addressed to all 
five Supervisors.

If you would like to learn more about the Lower River Area Community Alliances, become 
involved as a volunteer, or if you have some community concerns or solutions you would like 
to share, you can “like” our Guerneville Community Alliance and/or Russian River Alliance 
FB pages, or visit our website at russianriveralliance.org. You can also contact Jeniffer Wertz at 
707-483-7038 (Guerneville), or Chuck Ramsey at 707-239-1639 (Monte Rio).

Parade of Lights on December 1st:  There’s a pulsating joy-
making parade down Guerneville’s Main Street. Dazzling floats accompanied 
by toothy grins and a river of pleasure drift lazily through our transformed 
burg. CEO and founder of D & G Equity Management, Michael DeProto, 
offers Guernevillians an experience of a lifetime. Don’t miss D & G’s Annual 
Holiday Party & Social with  Hors D’oeuvres Hot Chocolate, Spiced Apple Cider. 
Monetary donations for the Russian River Community Food Pantry are welcome! 
They contribute 100% of the proceeds. 6:30pm at D & G Equity Management, 14080 
Mill Street, corner of 4th & Mill St., Downtown Guerneville, 707-869-0623,
Sometimes, if you’re not paying attention, things will sneak up on 
you that might possibly diminish the quality of your life.  Like a 120 room 
hotel with some 82,000 sq. ft. of new structures and all the attendant ills which 
would accompany a 9.7 acre full-service resort on verdant Hulbert Creek…. 
less than a mile west of Guerneville. 

Guests, dozens of employees in 
need of housing, incessant comings 
and goings, increased noise and 
light pollution, delivery and service 
folk, water and other resource usage, 
a huge increase in trash, traffic, 
increased pollution …..interminable 
waits in traffic on the officially 
designated scenic highway fought for 
by Lenny Weinstein et al for most of 
a decade. 

The zoning on this parcel 
notwithstanding, as a 40-year 
resident of the lower river, I think it’s 
an unwelcome and environmentally 
unfriendly intrusion.

Yes. I was raised in da Heights and 
thought I’d put gridlock, excessive 
noise and uncaring humanity (for the 
most part) behind me. Who knew? 

This unwelcome sprawl would 
virtually adjoin Dubrava Village, a mid-80s Kirk Lok venture which, despite 
long and loud protests, chewed up second growth timber and threadbare 
tempers despite the efforts of (among others) local heroes Linda Lucey and 
Dian Hardy.

Free Eats?! One more thing to be thankful for is the fruit, veggies, 
canned goods and much more handed out to whomever, no questions asked, 
at Guerneville’s Vets Hall from 9 a.m. to 10:30 a.m. on Wednesdays and at St. 
Andrews in Monte Rio from 2:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., courtesy of the Redwood 
Empire Food Bank and dispensed by Sabrina and Chuck. 

As a special learning-to-make-choices teaching tool, students at Guerneville 
school 2nd grade and up will be able to have the food-choosing experience too. 

Bingo The inimitable may-they-live-forever Russian River Sisters 
upcoming Bingo will benefit Monte Rio based Dogma Animal Rescue which 
has long focused on caring for abandoned and indigent nursing bitches and 
puppies and tirelessly worked to take care of their medical and nutritional 
needs and their overall well-being. And Dogma recently instituted a special 
needs medical program. 

Also sharing in the booty will be PAWS, whose adoption program called 
“Silver Paws for Love” which provides financial assistance to local seniors 
who adopt a pet 6 years or older. 

Sisters Bingo itself is an enormous hoot what with table-pounding 
octogenarians screaming for more s___ and trying to hear instructions for the 
next bingo game.  Two packs of bingo cards for $20, must be 18+ to play, no 
alcohol or strong scents please, pizza, nachos, chips brownies, soda available, 
Advance ticket holders admitted 5:30 p.m. all others, 6 p.m. 

Warning: If you yell “Bingo!” and you’re mistaken or if your cell phone 
makes noises you must suffer consequences such as being daubed by players.

There’s always a costume contest relating to that night Bingo’s theme. 
And please leave your guns at home. After all It’s only Bingo.
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As you read this, I hope that the promised rain has occurred! Today, the 
smoky, cold skies are still with us. The large Redwoods outside my rather 
igloo-like cyber-hut are still, and await a cleansing downpour.

I want to thank the members of the Cazadero Community Club for 
helping us to put on another pleasant Holiday Crafts Fair. We were not 
deterred by the lousy air and many folks stepped in to enjoy some locally 
handcrafted gift items and tasty snacks from the Fair’s Cafe.  We of course 
really appreciate that the Caz Fire Dept. shares their space with us for these 
community events. The ‘Feast’ was a fantastic success—drawing many folks 
for a wonderful holiday dinner. Delicious desserts filled a long table and 
kids and octogenarians happy dined on their generous neighbors culinary 
delights! Many thanks to Toni Parmeter and her crew! The Community Club’s 
monthly meetings will begin again on Tuesday, March 5th 2019 - 7 p.m. at the 
FireHall.  You may join for only $10 (Individual) or $15 (Family) by mailing 
your payment to CCC, P.O. Box 3, Cazadero, CA 95421.

As we enter the festive winter holiday season, the Russian River 
Jewish Community will host a Chanukah party and klezmer music event 
on Wednesday, December 5th-at 5 pm. at the RR Senior Center on Armstrong 
Woods Rd. Please bring your menorah/candles for a group lighting (with 
metal pan for underneath), toppings for the yummy latkes to be made by 
Gregorio Pehrson and a dish or dessert to share. Call 632 5545 for more info. 
The Cazadero Community Church’s  candlelight Christmas Eve Service is at 
5pm. All are welcome to attend. Check with St. Colman’s for special services.

The Annual Monte Rio Holiday Wonderland Craft Fair will be held at 
the lovely MR Community Center, located across from the Rio Theater, 
from 10a.m. - 5 p.m. Saturday and Sunday, Dec. 1st & 2nd. More Cazadero 
craftspeople will also be found exhibiting their fine wares at the Occidental 
Community Craft Fair, to be held on Saturday and Sunday, December 8th 
(10-5) & 9th (10-4), at the YMCA/Community Center on Bohemian Hwy. 
Featuring their awesome Bucket Raffle, with donated items from  event 
artisans and fabulous community donations!

Remember that by choice, we live in a very wooded area. 
The Pole Mountain Fire Lookout has been reopened and is the only lookout 
serving Sonoma County. Its primary purpose is the early detection of fires 
so they can be stopped when small. A qualified non-profit, Pole Mountain 
welcomes your donations to P.O. Box 568, Monte Rio, CA 95462-0568.

Big December news from Montgomery Elementary School 
is the annual Winter Show on Thursday, December 20th, at the Firehouse 
starting at 7pm. The students, teachers, and volunteers work hard to perfect 
their presentations. This will be a festive and fun event not to miss! The day 
after the Winter Show, Friday, December 21st, Santa Claus arrives for a visit. 
This is always a huge success and the little ones are particularly thrilled to 
sit on Santa’s lap. The school will be on Winter break from December 22nd 
through January 4th, with classes resuming on January 7th. They would like 
to send out Holiday Greetings to all our friends and neighbors and our wishes 
for a prosperous New Year.

Before I wish folks a Happy December birthday, I apologize 
for making a big OOPS last month! My dear friend and fabulous poet, the 
late Mike Tuggle had his birthday on December 1st (not November). And 
endlessly young Bob Moll just and his day in late November. 

December celebrants include: celebrating on the 1st, Austin 
Bardsley turns 37 also on that date, with Heather Lough turning 32 also 
on the 1st, Mike Nicholls has his day on the 3rd, along with Ken Parmeter; 
Kristie Sheets celebrates on the 10th, Daniel Kane turns 35 on the 25th, Katy 
King celebrates on  the 27th,my dear friend Angie Orr (timeless) of Monte Rio 
enjoys the 30th, along with Justin Kuby-Mosher, followed by Peter Perlman of 
Monte Rio on January 1st. 

I wish you all splendid holidays of Chanukah, Christmas or 
Kwanzaa. Have a peaceful, healthy and prosperous New Year in 2019. 

Stay warm and call me at 632-5545, or email mayawrld@sonic.net with info 
for your Cazadero column!

I was hoping to be able to write this month about the Municipal Advisory 
Council representative election results for Monte Rio District, but due 
to ballot issues the election deadline was extended, so more on the MAC 
representative next month. 

The MAC candidates’ town hall meeting in Guerneville went very well. 
There was a total of 28 people running for district positions. It was great to see 
such a turnout of people willing to volunteer and serve, and to serve for the 
greater good, not just for their individual district. It’s a sign of our changing 
demographics and it’s awesome that we have reached this place. 

I have high hopes for the MAC being able to resolve many of the local issues 
we all face as well as to being able to retain some of our TOT (lodging bed tax) 
money that we generate here in the River. Politics at any level isn’t easy and I 
know that comes with the territory. We need to do better on the River. We need 
to treat each other with civility, respect, and integrity. Who needs Fox News 
when you can get the same or worse on local social media? 

I do want to thank my running mates, Cynthia Strecker and Kyra Wink, 
for running professional, ethical campaigns. I’m sure any of our candidates 
will do a good job, with integrity, representing our district. I know most of us 
are also very happy about the progress made on the national level and even 
within California. 
The fires this year have been as horrific or more so, if that is even possible, 
than the ones we had a year ago. Our air quality in the River at times was 
worse than anywhere else in Northern, CA or even the world, except for 
Paradise itself. Meanwhile I’m at a loss as to what our Air District is doing to 
protect the health of our citizens. We were the only air district I know of that 
did not declare a Spare the Air day. 

Burning cleanly, with dry wood and sufficient air intake so there are no 
visible smoke emissions, is the best thing each of us can do locally if we burn 
wood, to improve our winter air quality, wildfires or not. It also produces 
more heat for the money. I would recommend checking out the incentives 
offered by our Air District to upgrade to heat pumps for heating. This also 
gives you the advantage of having A/C on those summer days when you could 
use it. If you believe global warming is partly responsible for our new normal 
fire tornados, now is the time to upgrade. 

I’m glad to see that finally we are getting more air monitoring sensors in our 
area such as the Guernewood Park and Villa Grande neighborhood sensors. 
These are from purpleair.com and cost about $200 if you are interested in 
purchasing one for your home. 
On our Wastewater solutions front, most of you have heard that the 
deadlines are changing as the State re-looks at our impairment. This is good, 
but still the uncertainty lies out there. For Monte Rio to come back, we need 
clarity, so we can move forward. 
Local Entertainment: Curtain Call Theater presents Mrs. Warren’s 
Profession by George Bernard Shaw and directed by Michael Tabib, running 
through December 15th. Curtaincallrussianriver.com

It appears the Wonderland Radio Hour Live from the Rio Theater segment 
featuring Monte Rio, that was scheduled for December 8th, has been 
postponed to next Spring.

The Holiday Wonderland Craft Fair will be held the first weekend in 
December at the Community Center from 10-5pm.
Light Up Monte Rio! Gives everyone a chance to decorate your house and 
WIN $100 and Wine! Enter your house by Dec. 15th at lightupmonterio@
gmail.com. Visitors will VOTE on their favorite house by New Year’s Day. 
Winner announced. Day 2, 2019!    
This year has been tough for many of us. Dealing with the stress of 
everyday issues, national politics, and I know several good friends who have 
struggled with major health issues this year. This year seems to have gone by 
very fast, but not fast enough. I’m looking forward to 2019 and I am grateful 
for the positive changes that have taken place both locally and nationally. 

What doesn’t kill you makes you stronger! Worthwhile change requires 
effort, and this year, we have seen that effort pay off. 

Wishing you a fun Holiday season with family and friends, and 
a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year. 
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WELL, the election is over. As usual, Bodega Bay election program 
ran smoothly and the universal statement was that we (Bodega Bay residents) 
did not want to abdicate our voting in situ and just mail in our ballots. We did 
receive more mail in ballots than usual, but many people had taken out mail in 
ballots, but decided to vote in person.

We had more than 100 voters by lunchtime; and without exception the voters 
expressed their support for keeping the polls open to walk in voters. We had a 
real run on the little I Have Voted stickers and the camaradarie was noticeable. 
It is always pleasant to get to meet the new generation of service dogs, and hear 
about those who have moved (but still in the district.)

Special thanks go to the Spud Point Crab Company for bringing 
over the cups of chowder just when our energy was beginning to fail. It is not 
easy to start a job at 6:30 and continue until 9:30 (although some of us who are of 
advanced age cut the hours a little short (always assuring that the requisite staff 
remain to count the ballots.)

It is noticeable about how many local precincts have merged. We are one of 
the last precincts where voters can walk in and vote. We can even accommodate 
those who had filled out ballots to mail in but who hadn’t done it, and voters 
from other precincts. Since we have such a good place to vote (handicapped 
accessible and good parking) we hope those who decide on voting locations 
leave us as we are—in Bodega Bay at the Grange Hall.

Speaking of elections, the Grange Hall was quite full of those who 
had come to hear the candidates for appointment to the Advisory committee 
to the Sonoma Coast MAC. The audience at the Grange Hall Novemeber 13, 
was attentive and plentiful. It had been arranged at the suggestion of the local 
Bodega Bay Collaberative. As usual the Grange provided a good place for a 
forum, and Jim Moore represented the Grange and along with Janet Moore did a 
very good job of running the meeting). Supervisor Lynda Hopkins was present 
and with her staff kept the meeting moving.

Time is very short for decision making. The ballots were due within two 
days, and many of the audience had already voted. The six citizen candidates 
represented a wide group of Bodega Bay Citizens who are willing to donate 
their time to the new advisory program known as the MAC (designed to 
provide support and information to the Board of Supervisors.

The candidates represented a wide variety of experience with Bodega Bay, 
its problems and programs. The candidates were Bob Amiral, Cathy Beck, 
Brooks Rooney, Jodie Rubin, Tom Tucker and Max Wyss.

The range of experience was significant. All candidates were asked about 
their contact with Bodega Bay and there was a wide range of abilities. Some of 
the candidates seemed hung up on doing something with the TOT (although 
several did not know exactly what that tax was (or is). There were many 
candidates with some strong feelings about the fire district and all seemed 
very supportive .

There were some candidates who had significant administrative experience 
(like Tom Tucker) and some who were candid about good training, but little 
experience with Bodega Bay. One candidate, Max Wyss, admitted to having 
little experience with Bodega Bay, even though he believes that his training as a 
seismologist would be very valuable to the Board of Supervisors. Brooks Rooney 
had extensive experience with Bodega Bay in that she had been instrumental in 
making the Fish Fest the success it has been. One candidate, Judie Rubin, said 
that she hadn’t voted in the last election because “her signature didn’t match”. 
Everyone else said they had voted in the last election.

A majority of the candidates live in the Harbour, and most seemed very 
supportive of the Fire District and its program and all seemed concerned about 
the need for rules and regulations for vacation rentals.

Several of the candidates didn’t seem to realize that the county already 
enforces and collects the TOT (Transit Occupancy Tax) and seemed to consider 
this tax a panacea for County needs. All the candidates agreed that there is a 
need for more affordable housing. The forum was well attended and thanks 
should go to the organizers. 

Now we can look forward to the next big meeting at the 
Grange: the Community Christmas Carol Sing Along, December 14. We hope 
to have a good turnout. Last year the audience just didn’t want to stop singing. 
December 14 at 7 p.m. at the Grange—music provided. Come join us.

Authentic Artisans of Greater Bodega
I hope you each made it to the quaint craft faire on November 24 and got 

some precious gifts. If not, have no fear, the Holiday Sale is coming to the 
Artisans’ Co-op Gallery. Before and after Christmas, December 22 - January 3. 
They’ll take 10% off everything in the shop except notecards. If you haven’t yet 
or recently been in, now is a great time to come take a look at all the goods they 
have to offer. It is a sensory feast! 

Also, every two months the Co-op holds a themed 
showcase, including free raffles of their featured art 
or craft. What a treasure it would be to walk away 
with a unique piece of handmade artwork. 
You can check their website for a full list 
of 2019’s showcase dates and themes 
as well as information on individual 
artisans: artisansco-op.com/. 

There is currently a large variety of 
55 artisans on display in the gallery. 
Of them, there are 15 “full members” 
who work at least 2-3 days a month, pay 
a share of rent, get the entire amount 
of their sales and are involved with 
decisions in the planning committee. 
The remaining 40 artisans split their 
sales with the Gallery. 

The Co-op is dedicated to bringing 
back traditional hand-made arts and crafts with environmentally respectful 
products. These include fiber works, leather, beach woodwork and sheepskin 
boots. The boots are machine washable and can be customized to your feet. 
Then you can choose to add personalized embellishments. Another special 
treasure is loden, the German word for felt, which is boiled down sheep wool 
that creates a tight weatherproof product with beautiful embedded accents. 
This uncommon craftwork is a rare and beautiful find. 

The committee also leaves room for experimental and new crafts. There is 
plenty room for creativity and revolutionary ideas in this quirky and extensive 
little gallery. You will find gifts unlike anything anywhere else. 

At its birth in April of 1996, the Co-op began with 15 artisans. I talked to 
one of the founders, Martha Cant, who is now the treasurer and remains one 
of the fiber artists. She is the last of that initial group still here standing, with 
her balls of wool in hand. Martha is glad to have somewhere to sell her goods 
without a consignment fee, likes meeting new people from varied places and is 
friends with other artisans in the Co-op. 

Cant says to “Come in, because there’s always something new and things 
are always changing!” There is something for everybody at the Gallery since 
there is so much diversity in what they offer. She also noted that there is more 
pottery and paintings than in the beginning. Art sales vary tremendously 
every day, though there surely are some loyal repeat customers. 

It is a true convergence of community. 
Not unlike politics, when you combine so many temperamental artististic 

personalities, opinions sometimes clash. It is difficult to manage such situations 
democratically. WIth or without conflict, this intimate niche community has 
kept themselves together and thriving for almost 23 years and is going strong. 

The featured artisans live within 25 miles of Bodega. Annie Springer says 
that they are “always looking for new artists who understand the philosophy 
and intent of the gallery.” New artists must meet the criteria of high quality, 
space appropriate items with a moderate price range and fit in harmoniously 
with what’s already there while also being unique. Interested persons should 
contact the Gallery.

The Artisans’ Co-op Gallery is dynamic and constantly changing. Even 
existing artists will bring in brand new releases on a regular basis. You can find 
this engaging Gallery in the center of Bodega, at 17175 Bodega Hwy, Bodega, 
CA 94922. Call them at (707) 876-9830 with any questions or comments, or email 
Francesca Scalpi at fscalpi@gmail.com. They are open everyday, 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m. 
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Recap: Gosh, it’s hard to believe the holiday season is thrust upon us full 
speed ahead. I’m finally recovering from Halloween and Thanksgiving and 
now on to Christmas. Alas, I get to decorate my holiday tree. This year it’s a 
baby pink tree. The hustle and bustle of shopping does not hold any appeal 
to me as I say every year at this time. I am thankful for the people in my life...
my brother/family, my steadfast friends, my job and co-workers at the Rio 
Nido Lodge, my husband and oh, not to forget my Fur Children (who are 
family). You will not find me shopping for needless gifts (yes, bah humbug). 
The meaning of the holiday has gone to the malls. With all the fires, displaced 
families and homeless, I find this entire mad rush to the stores completely 
out of whack and quite frankly it disgusts me. What has happened to society 
that they place so much emphasis on buying stuff? At the end of the day, it’s 
just stuff. In my opinion, the very best way to spend the holidays is to give to 
those who need it most. Adopt a family in need/crisis. It truly is the meaning 
of the holiday season. It feels right to bring joy to those less fortunate. Make a 
difference in someone’s life.

Kindness goes a long way. Happy Holidays to one and all!
A Sore Subject: The Friends of Rio Nido (FRN) have hired a law firm to 
look into the closure of our beloved little Rio Nido Post office. Is there a legal 
reason the Feds decided to close our Post Office? The Fed Govt. is not following 
proper protocol. Stay tuned for more info.....
Crosswalk in Rio Nido: FRN met with Lynda Hopkins to discuss a 
crosswalk/bus stop. Diagrams were taken of River Road. It looks like we will 
be getting a new bus stop structure. It will have much better visibility and will 
be safer and protect the people inside. Also, a crosswalk with flashing lights is 
under discussion. Stay tuned...
Winky Moon is coming near you: Little Elves have been hard at work 
these last couple of weeks. A new Winky Moon is on its way to Rio Nido...
where you might ask? Well, the Rio Nido Lodge will be erecting it very soon. 
You will be able to see Winky from River Road. How exciting! 
Friends of Rio Nido (FRN): We need help reporting potholes and clogged 
culverts and other road issues to the County. Go to: sonomacounty.ca.gov/
Services/SoCo-Report-It/Submit-a-Service-Request/ to report. FRN has made 
a huge difference these past several years in bringing a better quality of life 
for those of us who reside in RN. Please consider donating to FRN this holiday 
season. FRN is a tax deductible 501 C3 and your support helps directly in our 
fight to get our Post Office back and future projects like restoring the Rio Nido 
Fountain aka the Fountain Revitalization project (specs are being made).

The next FRN meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 21 from 11:00am - 
12noon at the Rio Nido Lodge. All are welcome. Go to: friendsofrionido.com for 
more information or to make a contribution.
True Value Hardware: True Value is no longer accepting fluorescent 
bulbs and other household hazardous waste drop-offs for free. They still do 
accept household light bulbs (CFL, LED & Incandescent) and small batteries 
with a limit. There are three options for residents to properly dispose of 
toxics in Sonoma County: the Household Toxics Facility, Community Toxics 
Collections and Toxics River Pick up Service. Also available for businesses.

McPhails: Propane Discount through 
McPhails for all FRN Members—tell a friend it’s 
easy to join by visiting: friendsofrionido.com.
Rio Nido Pet of the Month: Snow is a big 
and happy Husky. He has called Rio Nido home 
for approximately 8 years. He seriously enjoys 
his daily walks around the hood, swimming 
in the river and hanging out at the Rio Nido 
dog park. He is big, white and fluffy. The 
neighborhood kids love to pet him as he is very 
soft. Snow is a regal boy and is happiest living 
his life in Rio Nido...He has one blue eye and 
one yellow eye. He can hypnotize anyone with 
his astounding beauty. Let’s hear it for Snow.

December is many things. Putting the hoses away from the garden, bringing 
in the cushions from the outdoor chairs, the prayer for rain (as compared to 
May when we pray for the rain to stop), traditional holiday gift giving, and 
hunkering down with a good book. A book in hand is the best of the best on 
our cold coastal days. And books are everywhere. 

Local lending libraries, your friend’s bookshelves, all of our technology 
offers any book at the push of a button, but there is nothing like walking into 
a small home town bookstore. I want to offer a shout out to Four Eyed Frog 
bookstore in Gualala. ‘The Frog’ as it is affectionately known by the locals is 
not only the best bookstore ever, it offers a place of respite, a local gathering 
place, book signings with the authors sharing their story, a place to sit and 
relax as you enjoy a free cup of tea or coffee—you can’t get that from the 
internet, or a box store. 

They have all the best sellers, many titles from local authors, every genre 
of book, a great Children’s’ section, and a collection of trinket gifts as well 
as gift cards. Joel Crockett with the support of his brother Jeremy started 
the bookstore in 2003 and now they are owned by a collective group of 
shareholders, a truly independent bookstore. We have a full write up about 
their unique story in the gazette gift guide. Oh, and did I say December was 
also about gift giving? Picture books of our coast, coastal history, natural and 
cultural history titles and more are great gifts. What’s better than something 
that lasts for ages and ages? 

For other local areas to do a little shopping try Uncle Sus’s 
Stocking Stuffers at the Dolphin Gallery of carefully crafted works by local 
artists or Uncle Sus’s Attic at Gualala Art Center with a selection of gently 
used arts, housewares, small furniture and more are all creative gift giving 
ideas. And the Dolphin Gallery will have a special mailbox to drop off letters 
for Santa. At the art center local talent will perform on Saturday, December 8, 
2018 at 3 pm featuring the Ernest block Bell Ringers. Friday, December 21, 7 pm 
a Holiday Concert with our local choir and Saturday, December 22, 2018, 7 pm 
we will have ‘A Christmas Cabaret!’ For all the details on these heartwarming 
events please visit the Gualala Art Center web page at gualalaarts.org/
category/events/

The Point Arena Lighthouse is a great place to visit during the 
holidays – even if it is raining. The visitor center is full of history, and you 
can tour the lighthouse. On 
Saturday December 16th, 
Hank Birnbaum will offer a 
talk on Fort Ross. To see all 
their events visit their web 
site at pointarenalighthouse.
com/visit/calendar-2/winter-
lecture-series// 

The Arena Theater on 
December 23 at 2:00 PM will 
showcase the Nutcracker, a 
timeless holiday classic on 
the Bolshoi stage for a live 
broadcast. It is almost like 
being there in Russia. A real 
treat for young and old alike. 
For more information on this live broadcast, movie times, and other events at 
the theater check out their web at http://www.arenatheater.org/. 

I am going to include a New Year’s Eve party here just to give you 
a heads up. At the Gualala Art Center “New York New York” from 6:00 PM to 
9:30 PM (so we can all be back in bed by 10:00), is the annual celebration with 
all your friends. Great music, food, and dancing. 

Well, for me, I am going to grab a good book and snuggle in on the couch. Or 
maybe take a drive to view the river, or ocean listening to the waves with as I 
sit in my car, or take a hike and bring a book as I sit under the redwoods, or go 
kayaking on the river and bring my book, or…..Many blessings to you all. 
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ALL SoCo Fire Departments are WELCOME 
to JOIN this Column. EM: vesta@sonic.net

Graton Fire Christmas Tree Farm: Thu-Sun 9-5
Yes! We are open for our 13th season! There are acres of pine, fir, and 

spruce trees to choose. For those who love Noble, Nordmann, Douglas, and 
Grand firs, we have pre-cut trees from a sustainable farm in Oregon. Most 
importantly, they are being kept in water so they are safer and last longer for 
you. The tree farm is open Thursday through Sunday from 9am to 5pm and all 
sales support our fire department.  Trees are being sold by height, regardless 
of the type of tree.  Pull saws and measuring sticks are available as well as 
help to cut, carry, trim, and net your tree.  There are fire badges for the kids 
and cider and candy canes for all!  If you have further questions, please call 
Heather, 322-2091.  Thank you for supporting Graton Fire and our volunteer 
firefighters.

Blood Drive: Wed 12/5, 2pm-6pm Come by the “Bucket 
Brigade” and donate blood alongside your volunteer firefighters! Get this 
year’s commemorative T-shirt. Making an appointment to donate ensures the 
blood bank schedules enough staff (last year, many walk-in donators were 
turned away).
Graton and Paradise Toy Drive Deadline: 12/21 Our annual 
toy drive continues through Thursday, December 20th.  Each year, Graton 
volunteer firefighters work with Oak Grove School and local charities to 
determine needy families in our district. This year, we are also going to help 
Santa and run a truckload of toys up to Paradise and other areas affected by 
the Camp Fire.  We are collecting new, unwrapped toys for at least 30 children 
of all ages.  We accept cash donations, gift cards (for the older kids), wrapping 
paper, tape... whatever you can spare.  Items can be dropped off at:
• Graton Fire Station (best after 6pm or if you see cars in front)
• Graton Fire Christmas Tree Farm (Thu-Sun, 9-5)
• Graton Post Office
• Andy’s Produce Market
• Bridgeway Gas (Hwy 116 & Green Valley Rd)
• Graton Community Club (during Santa’s visit)

Thank you to everyone who donated last year and helped make Christmas 
a reality for other families.  We look forward to your support again this year.  
Questions?  Call 823-8400, ext. 120.

Forestville Fire Forestville engine 5161 was dispatched to the Camp fire in 
Paradise the morning it broke out. We are so proud of our crews for stepping 
up without hesitation to constantly combat these raging fires. With the lack of 
rain over the last few years vegetation is at an all-time dryness and it is critical 
that everyone has an evacuation plan in place for these situations. Residents 
should sign up with the County for early warnings, and we can’t stress enough 
how important it is to clear vegetation away from properties. If anyone would 
like advice on an evacuation plan or the clearing of a property please notify 

your Fire Department. 
Forestville Fire is 

pleased to confirm 
that Director Wendell 
Trappe and Director 
Ken Jones have secured 
appointments on the 
Board of Directors for 
another 4 years. Their 
commitment to the Fire 
Department and the 
community is much 
appreciated, and we look 
forward to working with 
them both to continue to 
strengthen Forestville Fire 
Department. 

Forestville Fire with 
the help of The Backyard 
Restaurant in Forestville 
hosted the Sonoma 
County Fire Districts Association dinner meeting this last month. It was a 
successful night and Supervisor Lynda Hopkins updated everyone on the 
County’s plans to enhance west counties fire resources. 

Camp Fire Mini Pony Rescue (Left to right: Forestville 
Fire Engineer Eric Gromola, Santa Rosa Fire Captain 
Matt Gloeckner, Windsor Fire Battalian Chief Mike 
Elson, Forestville Fire Firefighter Wiley Valley and 

Forestville Fire Captain Mike Franceschi)
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Capricorn: Saturn will 
have been in Capricorn 
for one year on the 
Solstice. This is a transit 
that promotes ambition 
and productivity. It can 
also lead to being overly 
responsible or overly 

controlling. Saturn demands accountability 
and being conscientious in our choices and 
actions. The more aware we are of what 
we’re doing, as well as how and why, the 
more rewarding will be the results.

Aquarius: Harmonious, 
enjoyable social activities 
should be part of your 
holiday season. You 
could feel like taking 
some initiative to create 
gatherings, with an 
interesting variety of people 
joining you. Alternatively, 

you may feel like spending some time alone. 
Growth can come from striving for both free 
time as well as social interaction.

Pisces: The artistic, 
creative part of your nature 
is very strong this month. 
Nature itself may also prove 
a vehicle for both creative 
and spiritual inspiration. 
Using your intuition around 
mid-month can help prevent 
mistakes that are caused 

by faulty perspective or judgment. This is a 
period when cultivating your alone time can 
lead to feelings of renewal and joy heading 
into the New Year.

Libra: Spend the 
last weeks of the year 
focusing on financial 
issues and plans for the 
New Year. Your assets 
should be used to support 
and stabilize your values 
as well as your material 
needs. You may find 

new awareness of inherent tools and 
resources that will help you to create more 
fulfillment and quality of life.

Scorpio: Use this 
as a time to transform 
your social and creative 
activities. Socially, this 
is a good time to deepen 
the emotional content, 
facilitating more intimacy. 
Creatively you could feel 
adventurous, taking risks 

that promote a whole sense of your artistic 
capabilities as well deriving a renewed 
enjoyment of the process.

Sagittarius: The 
recent transit of Jupiter 
into Sagittarius can bring 
optimism for the New 
Year, joyfulness in your 
blessings and generosity 
during the Holiday 
Season. The potential 
downside of any of that is 

being too idealistic or overly enthusiastic 
leading to feelings of disappointment 
or a sense of being drained. Striving for 
balance is the key to enjoying both the 
transit and the season.

Cancer: The full 
Moon in Cancer on the 
22nd can help you focus 
inward. You can use this 
as a time to do some 
significant work on your 
core self, clarifying your 

emotional, psychological and spiritual 
self. By extension, you can use this as a 
platform to some significant spiritual 
awakening, since the full Moon is one day 
after the Winter Solstice.

Leo: Early month 
could bring challenges 
in primary relationship. 
Certain blind spots you 
may have about your 
partner could lead to 
words or actions on your 
part that prove hurtful. 

This is a time to stay open, listen to what 
others are saying and be willing to alter 
your assumptions about who they are and 
the best ways of relating to them.

Virgo: This is a good 
time to focus on home 
and family. Entertaining 
and having people over 
is fun and rewarding. 
Similarly, you could 
open your home to 

others as a way of celebrating the 
spirituality of the season. There are lots 
of new ideas and perspectives potential 
for you to experience and appreciate.

Aries: Confusion in 
early month could lead 
to impulsive actions 
and bad decisions. 
This is a time to focus 
inward. Take stock 
of the past year and 
create strategies that 

will lead to effective and productive 
activities in the New Year. Late month 
can bring opportunities for some do-
overs.

Taurus: This month 
tests your work during 
the Venus retrograde 
period. If you paid 
attention then, your 
relationships can 
start moving in new, 
dynamic directions. 

Along with a sense of enduring 
commitment you could also feel 
deepening and devotional love flowing 
to your partner. 

Gemini: This is a 
good time to open 
your mind to new 
ideas as well as 
new perspectives 
about familiar 
ones. Sharing with 
a partner can lead 

to new understandings about 
each other as well as a sense of 
expanding possibilities in the 
relationship itself. 

Rio Olesky
starwatcher.com • (707) 887-1820 
NOVEMBER 2018

Wheel of Light

The rancorous midterm elections are over. They reflected the turbulence 
that is pervading the human condition as well as the political, economic and 
philosophical divides that are facing this country and the world. As the year 
draws to a close, this is a good time to review the past 12 months so that we 
may notice how we responded to the rolling challenges that this year brought.

My January column will explore some of the major patterns for 2019, as well 
as highlighting specific transits for that month. For a longer and more in depth 
discussion of the New Year, I will be giving my annual Perspectives talk on 
Tuesday, January 8, 2019 at 7 PM at the Luther Burbank Center. The fee is $15 
and payable at the door. For those who can’t attend, you can purchase an MP3 
of the talk for $15, or a two CD set of the talk for $20. You can mail payment to 
me at Rio Olesky, PO Box 807, Forestville, CA 95436.

There was a series of transits that began with Mars turning retrograde from late 
June to late August. Venus was retrograde from early October to mid November, 
followed immediately by the third Mercury retrograde of the year from mid 
November until early December. There was also a series of eclipses, two in July 
and one in August that also helped create a summer and fall of bumps. slips and 
other assorted unexpected circumstances that minimized any sense of continuity 
either at the personal or collective level. For example, the hurricanes that hit the 
East Coast of the United States occurred during this period.

The Mars retrograde was a time to review our activities and to do research for 
the future. Low levels of physical energy minimized both our drive as well as 
competitive energies. It was a time to lay low, eliminate or fix problems from both 
past and present, and prepare for new beginnings. The question is, did we take 
advantage of that transit? If so, we should be well on our way to creating new 
projects, engaging in new activities and feeling more productive in our lives.

Venus retrograde was a time to check in on our social behaviors, relationship 
needs, financial issues and aesthetics. Often, during this transit we can focus 
too much on other people, their flaws and ways they frustrate us. Those issues 
may be real, and Venus retrograde is a good time to begin to address them. 
But the relationship is also a mirror of who we are and what we bring to the 
relationship. If we took the time to update our needs, communicate them 
clearly and realize the degree to which fulfillment of those needs are realistic 
within the context of that relationship, there should be more harmony and 
satisfaction now. Many of the conversations that began during the retrograde 
period may be ongoing. That openness to each other and the potential to 
change patterns to make the experience more enjoyable for all is a result of 
doing this work.

Another transit that proved important this year is Uranus retrograding back 
into Aries on Election Day. Uranus, the energy of extreme change, and Aries, 
a sign that prioritizes freedom, combined to bring a significant change in the 
composition of our government, both local and federal. Uranus challenges the 
status quo and can reflect changes that are unique and unprecedented. Not 
only did it flip the House of Representatives to the Democratic Party, it also 
brought previously unheard of challenges to the outcome of races in Florida, 
Georgia and Arizona. I think of Uranus as the energy of democracy itself. It 
was discovered in the mid-Eighteenth Century, when revolution was occurring 
both in politics and industry. It is also the energy of experimentation. In a 
sense, Democracy itself is an experiment. We are collectively still trying to 
figure out how live with a government that is of, by and for the people. One 
thing we’ve already discovered, and that the recent election confirmed, is that 
even though Uranus represents the eccentric and the extreme, when politics 
in this country gets too extreme, the pendulum starts swinging back in the 
opposite direction. That is something that the election brought back into 
perspective.

One of the main energy patterns that didn’t really play out this year 
pertains to Saturn and Pluto being in Capricorn. The assumption was that this 
combination would bring a new sense of accountability, a karmic reckoning, to 
the leadership of nations throughout the world. So far, this has not happened. 
It will, however, be one of the topics I will address in my Perspective talk in 
January and one that I think will begin to manifest next year.
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MORE ONLINE … 
MORE Events … 
MORE Details 

Dec 1 ~ Get in the kitchen with Sonoma 
Family Meal. Help prepare food 
for distribution to families who are 
still displaced from the Oct 2017 
wildfires. Free, 12p - 4p,  1435 N. 
McDowell Blvd, Petaluma. Questions? 
Wmail nbradin@sonomacounty.com 
or call 522-5820

Dec 1 ~ Landpaths Holiday Gathering 
at Rancho Mark West 2018. Reconnect 
and de-stress. Nature heals! (As does 
music and song...). Free, 12p - 4p, 
Rancho Mark West, 7125 St. Helena 
Road, Santa Rosa.  landpaths.org

Dec 3 ~ Monte Rio Supper Club - 1st 
Mondays. See old friends, meet new 
ones. Bring your own beverage and 
glass. Guest chefs and live music 
every first Monday of the Month. 
$15, $5 - taster plate, 6-9p, Monte Rio 
Community Center, 20488 Hwy 116, 
Monte Rio, friendsofmonterio.org.

Dec 6 ~ Leadership in Post-Fire 
Ecosystem Regeneration - SCCC and 
Sierra Club Holiday Party. Caitlin 
Cornwall and Betty Young will be 
the recipients of this award.  Benefits 
Environmental Center of Sonoma 
County. 5-8p, $30 Donation includes 
Dinner. INFO: Wendy Krupnik, wlk@
sonicnet, 707-544-4582. Sebastopol 
Grange, 6000 Sebastopol Ave/Hwy 12, 
Sebastopol, envirocentersoco.org.

Dec 6 ~ 7th Annual North Coast Wine 
Industry Expo. WIN Expo brings 
Sonoma, Napa, Lake & Mendocino 
Counties together for a Trade Show & 
Conference. Expo Floor Pass $20, 8.5 
AM - 4:p, Sonoma County Fairgrounds, 
1305 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa, 
707-433-2557, wineindustryexpo.com, 
info@wineindustryexpo.com.

Dec 7 - Dec 28 ~ Sophie’s Cellars Locals 
Night Dec 7, Dec 14, Dec 21, Dec 28. 
Friday nights wine & appetizers 
specials at Sophie’s Cellars in Duncans 
Mills. No Cover, Wines from $7, 
Appetizers $7, 4p-7p, Sophie’s Cellars, 
25179 Hwy 116, Duncans Mills, 707-
865-1122, duncansmillsvillage.com

Dec 8 ~ Wonderland Radio Hour ~ Rio 
Theater. Each hour will showcase 
musicians, artists, writers and 
characters from the Lower Russian 
River Area and surrounding region.
Monte Rio. FREE, Dec 8, 11-12p, Rio 
Theater & Cafe, 20396 Bohemian 
Highway, Monte Rio, 707-520-4075, 
wonderlandradiohour.com.

Dec 9 ~ 2nd Sunday West End  Poodle 
Party. It’s a great time for Poodles 
and their humans to socialize. All 
Poodles, Poodle-fusions and Poodle 
Friendly dogs are invited. 3p - 4p, 
DeTurk Round Barn, 819 Donahue 
St., Santa Rosa, facebook.com/
events/266711310525966.

Dec 19 ~ Toastmasters Open House. All 
are welcome to enjoy refreshments 
and learn more about the group. While 
there you can explore the benefits 
of Toastmasters to your career, and 
experience in person the advantages 
of becoming a Toastmaster.  12 – 1 p. 
at 404 Aviation Blvd in Santa Rosa (the 
Sonoma County Water Agency Bldg). 
INFO: Elizabeth Slater 707.953.1289 or 
email E@inshortmarketing.com

Dec 31 ~ SRJC Celebrating 100th 
Anniversary With Pride, Purpose 
and Progress Santa Rosa – The SRJC 
college community is looking back 
with pride at past accomplishments, 
focusing on its purpose of providing 
an excellent education to all, and its 
progress looking forward toward the 
future. FREE; Parking is $4 in SRJC 
lots, Santa Rosa Junior College, 1501 
Mendocino Ave, Santa Rosa, 707-527-
4011, srjc100.santarosa.edu.

L.I.F.E. (Local Incentive for Food & Economy ) matches customers’ Calfresh 
benefits spent at participating markets (EBT), dollar-for-dollar, up to a $10 or $20 
maximum, depending on the market. Participating Markets marked with: 

Year Round Farm-Fresh Food
Oakmont Certified Farmers’ Market ~ Saturday 9a – noon, at the Wells 

Fargo parking lot corner of White Oak and Oakmont Dr. 707-538-7023
Petaluma East Side Farmers’ Market ~ Tuesday 10a -1:30p, Year Round, 

Lucchesi Park, 320 N McDowell Blvd, Pet. communityfarmersmarkets.com; 
415-999-5635 info@communityfarmersmarkets.com

Santa Rosa Community Farmers' Market at the Vets Bldg ~ Wednesday 
9a - 1p and Saturday 8:30a-1p Veteran’s Bldg, 1351 Maple Ave, Santa Rosa 
415-999-5635 info@communityfarmersmarkets.com

Santa Rosa Original Certified Farmers’ Market ~ Wednesday and Saturday 
8:30a - 1p. Luther Burbank Center for the Arts, 50 mark West Springs Rd, 
Santa Rosa. thesantarosafarmersmarket.com 707-522-8629 

Sebastopol Farmers' Market ~ Sunday 10a -1:30p Sebastopol Plaza 
Downtown Across from Whole Foods Market sebastopolfarmmarket.org 
707- 522-9305 facebook.com/Sebastopol-Farm-Market-115479670123

Sonoma Valley Certified Farmers’ Market ~ Friday 9a - 12:30p, in the 
Arnold Field parking lot at 241 First St West, Sonoma 707-538-7023 
svcfm.org 

Seasonal Markets
Cloverdale Farmers Market ~ Tues 3-6:30p Apr 3 - Dec 18, 225 

No. Cloverdale Blvd. Empty lot next to Plank marne@14feet.net 
cloverdaletuesdayfarmersmarket.com 

Springs Community Farmers’ Market, thru Dec 16, 10a-2p, 18092 
Sonoma Hwy, Boyes Hot Springs,, 415-342-3952, Karen Marks, 
communityfarmersmarkets.com, info@communityfarmersmarkets.com

SEE our HUGE 
HOLIDAY 

CALENDAR 
on pages 68-71

POST your EVENTS online all month @  SonomaCountyGazette.com TAB: Submit and Artice/Event
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Dec 1 ~ Snoopy’s Skate Party Live DJ, on-ice lounge, games & food will be part of 
this special night. Recommended for teens 12-15 $10 Admission & Skate Rental, 
$17 Admission, Skate Rental & Dinner, 7:30p - 9p Call (707) 546-7147 for groups.

Dec 9~ Take Your Picture with Snoopy, 11a – 3:30p Skate and take your 
holiday picture with that beloved Beagle Snoopy.

Thru Jan 5 ~ Parent & Puppy Practice - perfect for beginners and includes a 
complimentary group lesson. Chairs available. 10:30a - 12p.

Woodstock Wednesdays ~ Toddlers on Ice - ages 18 months - 4 years are introduced 
to ice skating & large motor skills. $20 includes 1 Toddler & Caregiver 1-:20-11:30a

Snoopy’s Home Ice, 1667 W. Steele Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-546-7147
Public Skating M-Th 12-2p, F 4-5:30p Sat-Sun 12:30p-3:30p, 7:30p-9p.

thru Dec 7 ~ North Bay Construction 
Corps - Applications now available 
for area high school seniors. Northbay 
application deadline extended to Dec 
7th. North Bay, constructioncorps.org

Dec 1 ~ Summerfield Waldorf High 
School Open House - Come get a 
sampling of our classes, meet the 
teachers, and talk to alum & current 
students.  Free, 10:00 AM - 1:00p, 
Summerfield Waldorf School & Farm, 
655 Willowside Road, Santa Rosa, 
707-575-7194, Tracy Saucier, goo.gl/
forms/YQBSuCbZuckjzghy1, tracy@
summerfieldwaldorf.org.

Dec 5 - FREE Home Energy Workshop 
- for property owners considering 
energy and water upgrades. Cone 
early for refreshments and giveaways! 
6-8p @ Energy and Sustainability 
Office, 2300 County Center Dr. 
Santa Rosa. RSVP 707-565-6470 or 
GSenergy@sonoma-county.org INFO: 
Sonomacounty.ca.gov/energy

Dec 6 ~ Switzerland: #1 Rated Country 
in The World: What Might America 
Learn from Them? With Walter 
Niederberger, U.S. Correspondent 
for “Tages-Anzeiger” Switzerland’s 
largest daily paper. Free, $5 at Door for 
non-members, 7p Spring Lake Village 
Auditorium, 5555 Montgomery Drive, 
Santa Rosa

Dec 12 ~ Summerfield Waldorf. Come 
spend a day in our High School during 
one of our Visiting Student Days. Free, 
8 am - 3:20 pm, Summerfield Waldorf 
School & Farm, 655 Willowside 
Road, Santa Rosa, 707-575-7194, Tracy 
Saucier, summerfieldwaldorf.org, 
tracy@summerfieldwaldorf.org

Ongoing ~ Adult Conversational 
Spanish classes in Sebastopol. The 
teacher: Hilary Moore learned Spanish 
as a teen in Mexico & is a credentialed 
bilingual teacher. $11-$17 per class, 
Mon, Tues & Wed eves, 707-824-8467, 
HilaryMoore, hilary5sonic.net.

Drop In 20-minute sessions, Northwest 
Library tech tutor will help you with 
any question at the. Free, Mondays 
6-8p, Northwest Regional Library, 150 
Coddingtown Center, Santa Rosa, 707-
546-2265

MUSEUMS
thru Dec 31 ~ Cotati Historical  

Society. FREE  every Sat., 1-4p, and 
on the second Tuesday of each month, 
5-7p, Cotati Historical Society, 201 
W Sierra Ave., West end of Cotati 
City Hall, Cotati, 707-794-0305, 
cotatihistoricalsociety.org/what-you-
can-do, chsinfo@sonic.net

thus Dec 31 ~ A Story of Civic Progress 
and Pride - Petaluma Museum. 
Celebrating the 40th anniversary of 
the Petaluma Historical Library & 
Museum, curated by Paula Freund. 
This exhibit will tell the story of the 
founding of the Carnegie Library 
through as a museum in 1978, and 
the continued work to preserve 
the cultural heritage of the City of 
Petaluma. Thu- Sun, 10-4p, Petaluma 
Historical Library and Museum, 20 
Fourth St., Petaluma, 707-778-4398, 
petalumamuseum.com

History Museum of Sonoma County ~ 
The Fire Collection: Preserving our 
Stories. In response to the firestorms 
in October 2017, The Fire Project - a 
permanent historical record of one 
of the most important and pivotal 
events in Sonoma County history.
How to submit: If you have an object, 
photograph, recording or other 
documentation that you believe is 
representative of the fires for the Fire 
Collection, please contact History 
Museum of Sonoma County, 425 
Seventh St, Santa Rosa, 707-579-1500

Dec 1 - The Odyssey Read Along 
at Sebastopol Regional Library. 
December 1 @ 2p - 3p. 7140 Bodega 
Ave., Sebastopol, 707-823-7691, 
sonomacounty.libcal.com 

Dec 17 ~ Explore Foster Parenting - 
Meeting and Discussion - Every day, 
50-75 local children and teens need a 
safe place to live in our community. 
There’s an urgent need for temporary 
foster parents and adoptive families 
to open their homes to local foster 
children and give them a place they 
can feel safe, wanted and loved.  Free/
Registration Requested, Sonoma 
County Human Services, 2255 
Challenger Way, Suite 100, Santa Rosa, 
707-565-4274, sonomafostercare.org/, 
Info@sonomafostercare.org

Dec 15 ~ Open Cockpit - Pacific Coast 
Air Museum. Here is your chance to 
get up close to selected aircraft and 
look inside. $5 to $10/ Free for Military 
and Children under 5; 10-4p , 10:00 
AM - 2:00p, Pacific Coast Air Museum, 
One Air Museum Way at N. Laughlin 
and Becker, Santa Rosa, 707-575-7900, 
pacificcoastairmuseum.org/events/

Dec 21 ~ Family Movie Night - Come join 
the Central Library at this monthly 
movie series every 3rd Friday night! 
There will be snacks and family fun 
movies to enjoy! FREE, 4p - 5:45p, 
Central Santa Rosa Library, 211 E 
Street, Santa Rosa, 707-545-0831, 
sonomacounty.libcal.com

Petaluma Junior Police Camp 
- For grades 3 - 6, Petaluma Police 
Department offers free Junior Police 
Camps in the spring and summer. 
Each Free and each for 4 days. Please 
download our application and send 
it into the department to get on the 
waiting list. You can also email jrow@
ci.petaluma.ca.us to learn about the 
next camp dates. Petaluma Police 
Department, Petaluma, 707-781-1289, 
cityofpetaluma.net/police

Charles Schulz Musuem, 2301 
Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-579-
4452, schulzmuseum.org. 

Thru Dec 15 ~ Year of the Dog - Activities 
and buttons are included in the price 
of admission, unless otherwise noted. 
Collect a different Snoopy button 
each month. Snoopy’s Doghouse - 
This month we take a closer look at 
Snoopy’s home with Gingerbread 
Doghouse classes and more! $0-$12, 
Mon, Wed-Fri, 11-5p, Sat-Sun, 10-5p, 
10:00 AM - 5:00p, Charles M. Schulz 
Museum and Research Center, 2301 
Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-579-
4452, schulzmuseum.org/

Dec 3, 10, 17 ~ Museum Mondays for 
Little Ones - Enjoy stories, arts, and 
crafts for kids ages 1-5 and their 
caregivers on EVERY Monday of the 
month. $5 per child. Up to 2 adults 
per child are free before 11:00a. After 
11:00 a, regular museum admission 
applies., Charles M. Schulz Museum, 
2301 Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 
707-579-4452, Monica Hernandez, 
schulzmuseum.org/learn/youth-
programming/museum-mondays/, 
monica@schulzmuseum.org

Dec 5 - May 20 ~ New Exhibition - 
Without Words See examples of the 
techniques Schulz employed to tell 
stories without words in 70+ comic 
strips.     $5-$12 (included in price of 
admission), 11a-5p, 11:00 AM - 5:00p, 
Charles M. Schulz Museum, 2301 
Hardies Lane, Santa Rosa, 707-579-
4452, inquiries@schulzmuseum.org

thru Mar 10 ~ Then Came the Dog 
Exhibition - As we journey from 
Schulz’s backyard into Snoopy’s, 
discover the life of a man and his best 
friend through the lens of the Peanuts 
comic strip. $5-$12, Mon-Fri, 11-5p, 
Sat-Sun, 10-5p, Charles M. Schulz 
Museum and Research Center, 2301 
Hardies Ln., Santa Rosa, 707-579-4452, 
schulzmuseum.org

Art Classes
Thursday Night Figure Drawing 

with Pieter Myers ~ Live models, 
5- to 20-minute poses. All skill levels 
welcome. Bring your own drawing 
or watercolor materials. Cash/check 
only, $15.Every Thurs, 7-9p, Occidental 
Center for the Arts, 3850 Doris Murphy 
Ct, Occidental, 707-953-3535, Pieter 
Myers, occidentalcenterforthearts.org

POST your EVENTS online all month @  
SonomaCountyGazette.com
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Foster Care - Adoption ~ TLC Child & Family Services. Our mission is to help 
you help children in need by becoming a Resource Family. In Sonoma County alone, 
there are 50+ children each day who need homes, sometimes for a few days and 
sometimes forever. We welcome single adults, couples, empty-nesters, renters, 
homeowners, self-employed, and retirees. Our agency and staff fully support the 
LGBTQI community and people from all backgrounds. There are many ways you 
can welcome a child into your home. Emergency foster care – When child protective 
services determines that a child is not safe in their current home, an emergency 
foster home is needed immediately. 

FOSTER CARE – Children need a safe home while their biological family is given 
the opportunity to remedy the life circumstances that led to the child’s removal. 
Concurrent placement – The goal is for a child to have as few placements as 
possible, so a plan is made for the resource family to become the child’s forever 
family if reunification with biological family is not possible. 

ADOPTION – Our Adoption Program helps place foster children from birth to 21 years 
of age in fost-adopt homes. TLC facilitates over 40 adoptions every year. Intensive 
Services Foster Care (ISFC) – Some children and teens qualify for extra support 
services to help them and their resource family to address challenging behaviors. 
ISFC families are provided more intensive case management and support from the 
TLC team as well as an increased monthly stipend. 

SERVICES TLC provides a full range of services to support individuals and families 
in their journey to become foster and adoptive parents. Beginning with your one-
on-one orientation, TLC will be there to guide you every step of the way as you 
build and grow your family. 
707-528-3020, tlc4kids.org/foster-adoption/, info@tlc4kids.org

Thru Dec 13 ~ Rabobank collecting toys 
for kids, letters to Santa. Customers 
& community members can donate 
new, unwrapped toys at drop boxes at 
both Rabobank branches. Rabobank 
Branches, 201 3rd St, Santa Rosa & 10 
Maple St., Sonoma, rabobankamerica.
com/News-and-Press/Latest-
News/2018/November/Toys-for-Tots

Nov 30 - Dec 1 ~ Festival of Trees- 
The Fabulous Women holiday 
extravaganza, benefiting Sonoma 
County rebuild communities. Free, 
Nov 30 6p-9p & Dec 1 3p-9p, Hotel 
Petaluma, 205 Kentucky Street, 
Petaluma, thefabulouswomen.com

Dec 1 ~ 40 Rings Benefit Concert with 
The Seshen and Ghost & The City. A 
night of dancing and do-gooding. All 
proceeds from the concert will support 
Open Door Legal. $25 per adult, 21+, 
showtime 8:30p, River Theater, 16135 
Main Street, Guerneville, 40rings.
eventbrite.com/?aff=gazette

Dec 1 ~ Analy Music Program Mattress 
Fundraiser Purchasing a quality 
mattress at discount pricing PLUS 
support excellence in Analy Music. 
10a - 5p, Analy High School Cafeteria, 
6950 Analy Ave, Sebastopol, 707-
824-2337, Janis Snyder, facebook.
com/events/383345305777077/, 
coordinator@analybandwagon.org

Dec 2 ~ Out of the Fire Benefit Concert 
& Silent Auction. Legendary Sonoma 
County musicians. All proceeds go to 
The Out of the Fire Benefit Trust Fund. 
$10 Advance, $15 @ Door, 1p - 7p, Sally 
Tomatoes, 1100 Valley House Drive, 
Rohnert Park, eventbrite.com/e/
out-of-the-fire-benefit-concert-silent-
auction-tickets-51321407712

Dec 6 ~ Green Valley 4-H Holiday 
Wreath Making Fundraiser. $35 and 
you go home with a holiday wreath. 
We can only take the first 25! $35, 6- 8p, 
Youth Ag & Leadership Foundation of 
Sonoma County, 6445 Commerce Blvd, 
Rohnert Park, eventbrite.com/e/green-
valley-4-h-holiday-wreath-making-
fundraiser-tickets-51572177772

Dec 6 ~ Holiday Networking Party & 
Environmental Awards. Benefit for 
the Environmental Center of Sonoma 
County. Good food, wine, hot cider 
and music. $30 includes dinner & 1 
drink, 5 - 8p, 6000 Sebastopol Ave/
Hwy 12, Sebastopol, envirocentersoco.
org/holiday-networking-party/

The Hub Cyclery ~ Cotati Bike Drive- 
We are providing refurbished bikes 
free of charge to families affected by 
the fires. Visit us or email for more in-
formation! The Hub Cyclery, 7880 Old 
Redwood Hwy., Cotati, 707-795-6670, 
thehubcyclery.com/, bikedonations@
thehubcyclery.com

Workforce Fund - helps struggling 
local workers with emergency rent/
deposits to prevent them from 
becoming homeless. Workforce 
Monday - Buy PIZZA after 6pm when 
Smart Pizza donates 10%, Smart Pizza, 
16205 1st St, Guerneville, 707-869-0651 
Workforce Wednesdays - 6p for a 
family-style meal for a $15 suggested 
donation at Timberline Restaurant, 
16440 4th Street, Guerneville, 707-604-
7617. One-time donations can be made 
using the button on our website at 
russianriveralliance.org, or by check 
made payable to the Russian River 
Alliance – Workforce Fund, 15999 
River Rd. #A, Guerneville, Ca. 95446, 
or to P.O. Box 904, Monte Rio, Ca. 
95462. INFO: 707-869-0651, Jennifer 
Wertz, russianriveralliance.org

Library SAT Intensive prep classes
Sonoma County Library will offer free 5-hour SAT Intensive prep classes 

during January and February 2019 for high school juniors who will be taking the 
Scholastic 

Aptitude Test (SAT). Registration is required and begins on Saturday, Dec. 8.
Students or parents can pick up registration forms at the six libraries where 

the class will be offered: Windsor Regional Library, Petaluma Regional Library, 
Central Santa Rosa Library, Cloverdale Regional Library, Forestville Library and 
Rincon Valley Library. Registration is limited to high school juniors.

The SAT Intensive prep class includes study and review of problematic areas 
of all sections of the SAT, including the essay. Students are provided with an 
individual copy of “The Official SAT Prep Guide” for use in the class and extended 
study at home. The class is in two parts of 2.5 hours each; must attend both parts.

The course is offered at these locations, dates, and times:
Windsor Regional Library: Tuesday, Jan. 2  and Friday, Jan. 4 from 10:15 

a.m. to 12:45 p.m., 9291 Old Redwood Hwy, Windsor, (707) 838-1020

Petaluma Regional Library: Wednesday, Jan. 3 and Saturday, Jan. 5 from 
3 to 5:30 p.m., 100 Fairgrounds Dr, Petaluma, (707) 763-9801

Central Santa Rosa Library: Monday, Feb. 4 and Wednesday, Feb. 13 from 
6 to 8:30 p.m., 211 E St, Santa Rosa, (707) 308-3020 

Cloverdale Regional Library: Wednesday, Feb. 6 and Saturday, Feb. 9 
from 2:30 to 5 p.m., 401 N Cloverdale Blvd, Cloverdale, (707) 894-5271

Forestville Library: Wednesdays, Feb. 20 and Feb. 27 from 3 to 5:30 p.m., 7050 
Covey Rd, Forestville, (707) 887-7654

Rincon Valley Library: Mondays, Feb. 25 and March 4 from 5:30 to 8 p.m., 
6959 Montecito Blvd, Santa Rosa, (707) 537-0162

Attendance is limited to 25 high school juniors at each location. 
A majority of past SAT Intensive participants say they feel better prepared for 

the SAT test format, directions and scoring, and would recommend the class to a 
friend. One parent said, “These college talks and preparation classes are invaluable 
to both parents and students.”

For more information, contact Kathy DeWeese at 707-545-0831 ext. 1513. Read 
more about services and programs offered by the library at www.sonomacounty.
libcal.com and keep in touch with the library at www.sonomalibrary.org and on 
Facebook, www.facebook.com/sonomalibrary.
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Senior Dining Sites Council on Aging 30 Kawana Springs Road, Santa Rosa, 
Jennifer Mangosong-Shankle, MS , jmshankle@councilonaging.com, 707.525.0143 Ext. 119

Cloverdale Senior Community Center, 311 North Main St., M-F, 11:30a - 12:30p, Café 
style. 707-894-4826, cloverdaleseniorcenter.com

Bethlehem Tower ~ 801 Tupper, Santa Rosa, 707-544-5560, M-F, 11a - 1p, Café style
First United Methodist Church ~ 2150 Giffen Ave., SR., 707-525-0143, M-F, 12p 
Healdsburg Senior Center ~ 133 Matheson St., 707-433-7515, M-F 11a - 1p, Bostro style
Jerry Casson Senior Center, Vintage House, 264 First St. East (Senior Social Club), Tu 

- Th @ 12p. Laurel Anderson, Manager, 707-996-1414
Rohnert Park Senior Center ~ 6800 Hunter Dr., Ste. A, 707-585-6787 M-F, 11a - 1p, Café
Sebastopol Senior Center ~ 167 High St., 707-829-8381, M-F 11a - 1p, Bostro style
Silvercrest Senior Housing ~ 1050 3rd St., Santa Rosa, 707-525-4487, M-F 11a - 1p, 

Bistro style

Sebastopol Area Senior Center 167 N. High St.Sebastopol, 
707-829-2440, sebastopolseniorcenter.org

Zoë Tummillo has been writing about senior wisdom for the 
Gazette for many years. If you want to read more of her insights, 
visit SonomaCountyGazette.com for all her archived articles.

Euphoria and Ecstasy
They are very close semantic relatives. Exploring their parameters, for use 

in the piece I had in mind, was intriguing. It seems that “euphoria” is to be 
associated with positivity, while “ecstasy” can run the full gamut of mood 
and emotional applications. Despite Webster, Chambers and Oxford, I think 
that we humans can also experience negative versions of euphoria at times 
of grief or other negativity, with the same sort of out-of-body detachment we 
achieve when dopey with giddiness or happiness. It’s bending the rules, but I 
guess that’s OK.

All that qualified...I have been thinking about how intensely both of those 
emotional vehicles have been traversing the air since November 6. For me, 
either one of the concepts may bode ill if indulged in to the point of missing 
the point of it all. 

My recent columns inspired several reader emails – from both political 
camps – and it was good to know that passion is so alive and well, that it 
translates into readership, and then, for some, inspires comment. Which 
brings me to my current concerns. After the fact of now having a rebalanced 
governing body where the responsibility of checks and balance “oversight” 
can be re-established and applied, I have noticed a certain air of shifting 
emotions as I listen to both the political veterans and the newly elected. 

Both euphoria and ecstasy – in almost every category of mood and 
emotion – are on a rampage! The euphoria of victory and political gains or 
losses, mixed with outrageous ecstasy can scare the hell out of you! Part of 
me loves it and part of me begins that old worry about getting over ourselves 
and the election, and getting to work on the issues that created the results!

Right about now, a lot of us are seeking election recovery via the holiday 
spirit! Thanksgiving is behind us, and the holidays of December loom. A few 
weeks ago I was in Marisa’s Fantasia, in Petaluma, with my grand daughter, 
where many, many trees are decorated with hundreds of ornaments from 
everywhere, with every theme you could dream up! Music is playing and 
everywhere everything is blinking, twirling, flashing or glowing! Kids with 
parents in tow could hardly believe their eyes! At last, an environment that 
drowned out the pre-election static and chaos!

It’s the specter of January that creeps through all the transitioning... 
It’s after the tinsel and bells and food and cinnamon flavored coffee and hot 
buttered rum have faded that we must look the challenges in the eye. There is 
so much to repair, and so little time. Wannabes will start campaigning for the 
2020 contests – and some, no doubt, will not prioritize those “repairs.”

What repairs? How about we start with a White House that will learn 
in a hurry what “oversight” means; fixing damaged relations with our 
allies; rescuing the EPA; fixing the healthcare mess; cease validation 
and glorification of vicious dictators -- in the name of the USA; replacing 
arrogance with constraint (good luck with that one); honoring our 
immigration heritage and embracing its contemporary counterparts; 
restoring checks and balance; etc. OH, yeah, and how about reinstating 
respect for the Constitution? (We can start with the First Amendment...) 

I tell myself: beware giddy euphoria and the seduction of ecstasy over 
gains, or the passions of ecstasy over losses. We have, again, our balance of 
power and can re-learn the skills for achieving consensus, if only we will. 
Can the elders teach well and the neophytes learn the ropes before insisting 
they are ready to replace the experienced (and wily) old guard? Something 
tells me we are in for a tough test in this window of opportunity!

Dec 6 ~ Aqus ~ Singles Seniors Social 
FREE; 5-630p, 5:00p - 6:30p, Aqus Cafe 
Foundry Wharf, 189 H Street, Petaluma, 
707-778-6060, info@aquscafe.com

Dec 5, 14, 19 ~ December Senior 
Ballroom Dancing - December Senior 
Ballroom Dance at the Finley Center. 
Sign in at Person Senior Wing. $9, 1p-
4p, Finley Auditorium Community 
Center, 2060 West College Ave., Santa 
Rosa,, 707-543-3737

Dec 19 ~ Legal Consultations for 
Seniors and Family Members - Half-
hour consultations with elder law 
attorney, Janice Sternfeld, on the 
third Wednesday of each month. 
Consultations can cover advance health 
care directives, planning for incapacity, 
conservatorships, estate planning, 
wills and trusts, probate, special needs 
trusts, and public benefits (including 
Medi-Cal and veterans’ benefits). Free, 
call for appointment, 10-11:30a, Jewish 
Family and Children’s Services, 1360 
N. Dutton Ave., Suite C, Santa Rosa, 
707-303-1530, jfcs.org

Dec 21 ~ Speaking of Death: Where 
friends meet, drink tea, and share 
matters of life & death. Tea & snacks. 
Potluck style. 3rd Fridays of the 
month. All Welcome $5, FREE for 
Wisdom Counts members, 3:30-5p, 
Sebastopol Senior Center, 167 North 
Hight St., Sebastopol, 707-829-2440, 
sebastopolseniorcenter.org

Dec 11 ~ Butter Is a Health Food with 
Michele Anna Jordan cookbook 
author, speaker, radio show host 
… cooking tools, recipes, etc. Sips 
and nibbles with local wine. 10a-6p, 
Cultivate Home, 186 N. Main St., Ste 
120, Sebastopol, 707-824-1400, Kathy 
Anderson, cultivatehome.com

Dec 20 ~ Prevent Falls at Free Training 
- Protect yourself from falls, improve 
balance and strength 8-class series. 
Free - Donations accepted.  Sonoma 
County YMCA, 1111 College Ave., 
Santa Rosa, 707-565-5936, Dana Jacoby, 
djacoby@schsd.org

Dec 5 ~ Haircuts for Seniors at Sebastopol Senior Center - Have your hair trimmed 
by a professional stylist, Danny. Appointments are required. 1st Wednesday of 
the month. call 707-829-2440. Members: $10; Non-Members, $15 No one turned 
away for lack of funds!

Dec 5 ~ All About Memory - Join Dr. Bernstein, former Chief of Neurology at 
Kaiser, as we discuss how memory is created. $10 Members, 2:30p - 4:00p

Dec 6 ~ My Care My Plan - Advance health care directives workshop. FREE, 
1-3p $5, FREE for Wisdom Counts members unless otherwise stated, Sebastopol 
Senior Center, 167 N High Street, Sebastopol, sebastopolseniorcenter.org

Dec 6 ~ TED Talks - Lively discussions, and big ideas. $5, FREE for members, 
2-3:30p Aug 3 ~ As You Are Show - Focuses on lives of folks in the audience. $8, 
$5 for members, 3:30-5p

Blood Pressure and Glucose Screening - 3rd Thursdays, 12-1 p.m. *when volunteers 
available. 12-1pm. Fee: $3 Wisdom Counts Member; $4 Associate Members

Rides To Appointments - If you are 60 and over, live in the West County and need 
help getting to appointments, call five business days in advance. Call Dean 
Brittingham, 707-829-2440 or email dean@sebastopolseniorcenter.org.

Senior Dining Room Lunch - 12 - 2p Wed & Friday. Council on Aging Senior Meals 
Program and West County Community Services. Available to anyone 60 and over 
Donation of $4.00 Reservation must be made 24 hours in advance, Russian River 
Community Center, 15010 Armstrong Woods Rd, Guerneville, 707-869-0618, Debra 
Rianda, russianriver.com/events/senior-dining-room-food-fun-friendship/



12/18 - www.sonomacountygazette.com - 53

Senior Social Clubs 
Contact Laurel Anderson at 707-525-0143 ext. 103, atlanderson@councilonaging.com

Santa Rosa Senior Social Club at First United Methodist Church, 2150 
Giffen, Santa Rosa, Mon., Wed., and Fri. 9:30-2p.

Sonoma Senior Social Club at Vintage House, 264 First St. E., Sonoma 
- Tues. and Thur. from 9:30-2p. 

Healdsburg Senior Social Club at St. Paul’s Church, 209 Matheson St., 
Healdsburg, Mon., Tues., and Wed., 9:30-2, Contact Roxanne Lemereis at 
707-433-6161. 

Sebastopol Senior Social Club at Sebastopol Senior Cntr, 167 No. 
High St., Sebastopol, Mon., Wed. and Fri. 9:30-2p.

Rides to Medical and Social Services 
Appointments Call to arrange rides - 
Free for members of the Senior Center, 
Cloverdale Senior Community Center, 
311 North Main Street, Cloverdale, 
707-894-4826, cloverdaleseniorcenter.
com/, Elizabeth elizabeth@
cloverdaleseniorcenter.com

Songbird Community Healing 
Center,  8299 Old Redwood Hwy, 
Cotati, 707-795-2398, songbirdcenter.
org, info@songbirdcenter.org

Native Secrets with Art Runningbear 
- practice. grounding, meditation, 
running energy, protection, healing 
techniques and intuitive reading. 
Drop In any Monday to receive a 
healing and observe to decide if 
they would like to enroll in classes. 
FREE; 7:30-9p, 707-938-8808, Thena, 
songbirdcenter.org/, nativesecrets@
gmail.com

Dec 11 & 25 ~ Hands of Gold Healing 
- ry out different healing modalities 
and find the healers that resonate with 
you. The healers vary each week. $15-
$40 No one is turned away; 7:30-9p

Nov 29 ~ Healthy Living at your Library: 
Nutritional Strategies for the Brain 
Enhance your brain’s, memory, mood 
and focus with instructor Siota Bell. 
Free, 10:00a-11:30a, Sebastopol Regional 
Library, 7140 Bodega Ave., Sebastopol, 
707-823-7691, sonomacounty.libcal.
com/event/4331219 

Dec 1 ~ Saturday Morning Fitness Hikes 
at Jack London State Historic Park. 
Start the weekend off with a fun, self-
empowering fitness hike with like 
minded hikers.  Free, starting at 10am, 
Jack London State Historic Park, 2400 
London Ranch Road, Glen Ellen, 707-
938-5216, jacklondonpark.com 

Dec 5 ~ Wednesday Wellness Walks at 
Armstrong Redwoods -Easy Walks 
to Enhance Physical & Mental Well-
being .FREE, Wednesdays 10a-11a, 
Armstrong Woods State Natural 
Reserve, 17000 Armstrong Woods Rd, 
Guerneville, 707-869-9177, Erin Harer, 
stewardscr.org/events/wednesday-
wellness-walk-15, stewards@
stewardscr.org

Dec 8 ~ Free Redwoods Hikes at Jack 
London State Historic Park - We invite 
you to spend your Second Saturdays 
outdoors with us in 2018.  Free, 10am - 
Noon, Jack London State Historic Park, 
2400 London Ranch Road, Glen Ellen, 
707-938-5216, jacklondonpark.com

Tu & Th ~ The 3 Myths Causing Your 
Back Pain - Learn how to be free 
of pain! No charge; RSVP required. 
Sonoma Body Balance, 210 Vallejo 
Street, Suite C, Petaluma, 707-278-8718, 
Dana Davis, sonomabodybalance.com

Tuesdays ~ Aikido and T’ai chi -  $50 per 
month or $10 per class, Aikido: Tues 7p 
& Sun at 10:15a, 9a for T’ai Chi, Monte 
Rio Community Center, 20488 CA-116, 
Monte Rio, 707-480-0856, Mark De 
Souza, flowingriveraikido.com 

Ongoing ~ Gentle Yoga classes by 
Smiling Tree Yoga - Drop-ins 
welcomed. Mats and equipment 
provided. First Friday of each month 
includes Deep Relaxation with 
Restorative Yoga. Four classes for $50 
or drop-in at $15 per class. Classes 
are Wednesdays from 9 – 10:15a and 
Fridays from 3 – 4:15p. Occidental 
Center for the Arts, 3850 Doris Murphy 
Court, Occidental, 707-874-9392, Gail, 
occidentalcenterforthearts.org, gail@
smilingtreeyoga.com

Ongoing ~ Walters Water Aerobics - an 
hour of intensity at whatever your skill 
level and ability. Workout to music 
that will move through strengthening 
for all sections of the body. Classes are 
held almost daily, with some evenings. 
$7, Mon, Wed, Sat, Sun, 9a, Tue, Fri, 6p, 
Rio Nido Roadhouse, 14540 Canyon 
Two, Rio Nido, rionidoroadhouse.com

POST your EVENTS online all month @  
SonomaCountyGazette.com

Let us know if you need help posting. 
We’ll gladly walk you through the process. 

calendar@sonomacountygazette.com
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Dec 1 ~ Get in the kitchen with Sonoma Family Meal- Help prepare food for 
distribution to families who are still displaced from the Oct 2017 wildfires. Free, 
12:00p - 4:00p, , 1435 N. McDowell Blvd, Petaluma, signup.com/client/invitation2/
secure/2528298/false#/invitation

Ongoing ~ Healdsburg Center for the Arts Want to Help Art Thrive? • Volunteer 
HCA is currently looking for volunteers who are art-minded, energetic people 
for retail, show installation, special event help, publicity, strategic planning & 
organization, and more! We would love to have you on our team of dedicated, 
interesting, fun volunteers. Check website for additional information   Healdsburg 
Center for the Arts, 130 Plaza Street, Healdsburg, Healdsburg, 707-431-1970, 
healdsburgcenterforthearts.org/volunteer/, info@healdsburgcenterforthearts.org

thru Dec 5 ~ AARP Tax-Aide - Help seniors and others with free tax preparation, Feb 
to mid-April. Ten sites in Sonoma County. 707-490-4025, aarpca2.org/sonoma-napa, 
taxaide4sonomaco@yahoo.com

thru Dec 31 ~ Caring Connections JFCS Senior Home Needs Visitors -  As a volunteer, 
you’ll be working to help your client combat isolation, loneliness, and depression. 
Volunteer, Jewish Family & Children’s Services, Sonoma County Region, 1360 N. 
Dutton Ave. Ste. C, Santa Rosa, 707-303-1510, Barbara Tobin, jfcs.org, BarbaraT@jfcs.
org

Schools of Hope One-to-One Literacy Tutoring - When kids can’t read, they can’t 
succeed. Help children build the reading skills needed to succeed. United Way of 
the Wine Country, 75 Corporate Center Parkway Suite 160, Santa Rosa, 707-528-4485, 
Ana Gouveia, unitedwaywinecountry.org/servlet/eAndar.article/17/Schools-of-
Hope, ana.gouveia@unitedwaywinecountry.org.

Architects, Drafters, Renderers! Sonoma County has an enormous affordable housing 
crisis and Habitat for Humanity of Sonoma County wants to fix that.  We need 
innovative, passionate and creative people. We focus on: Net-zero and net-positive 
energy homes - Low construction and life cycle costs - Sonoma County’s climate and 
culture - Mondern construction techniques We are migrating to Revit and Autodesk 
Cloud 360 collaboration services for seamless coordination of projects.  Please visit 
our website for additional details on all volunteer needs and event activities.  (707) 
578-7707, habitat.org

Redwood Empire Food Bank Volunteers - Every month we rely on their 
generous support, which would otherwise require the work of 45 full-time staff 
members. Spend a two-hour shift in the REFB warehouse. 

Enhance your cooking skills volunteering in the REFB Kitchen Collective program. 
Provide support at an REFB benefit event or at one of our many food distribution 
sites. Children between the ages of 12 and 13 are welcome to volunteer as long as 
they are accompanied by an adult at all times. Children 14 years of age and older 
can volunteer independently. Volunteers in our Kitchen Collective must be at least 
15 years old. First time volunteers can drop-in to the REFB for a 30-minute New 
Volunteer Orientation to learn more about various volunteer positions. Orientations 
are held Mon-Fri at 9a and 1p at 3990 Brickway Boulevard in Santa Rosa. Orientations 
can also be arranged by appointment, Mon-Thur, at 4p. Volunteer, Redwood Empire 
Food Bank, 3990 Brickway Boulevard, Santa Rosa, 707-523-7900, refb.org/, kwest@
refb.org

Visit SonomaCountyGazette.com for ONGOING Volunteer 
opportunities and far more details than we can fit in print!

Do Good - Meet Good People! 

Dec 13 & 27 ~ 2nd & 4th Thursday Trail Crew ~ Sugarloaf State Park - No 
experience necessary – we have tools and trained crew leaders with tasks for all 
strengths and sizes of volunteers. We will provide parking passes, tools and Clif 
bars with beverages and snacks afterwards. Bring gloves, a hat and water that you 
can take with you while working, and wear long pants, boots or hiking shoes and 
sunscreen. In order to make sure we have enough tools and after-work beverages 
reply to trailscouncil@sonic.net  if you plan to attend. Those under 18 years old 
must be accompanied by a responsible adult. Volunteer; 9-1p, 9a - 1ap, Sugarloaf 
Ridge State Park, 2605 Adobe Canyon Road, Kenwood, trailscouncil@sonic.net and 
john@sonomaecologycenter.org

Dec 7 ~ Native Plant Garden Volunteer Day - Laguna Foundation. First Friday of 
every month Share your passion for pollinators by helping our native plant garden 
thrive! Volunteers are essential in beautifying our site. Activities include planting, 
weeding, spreading wood chips, and general site cleanup. The native plant 
landscape includes wildflowers, grasses, sedges, trees, forbes and herbaceous 
plants. 

The site also includes beautiful views, spots to have a picnic, a living willow 
tunnel in the Children’s Playscape, a bridge over a swale, a pond with wetland 
plants and an observation deck. No experience necessary, just a willingness to 
learn about native plants. Training and tools will be provided, plus abundant and 
hearty snacks! Wear clothes and shoes that can get dirty. RSVP only if you are 
planning on bringing a group of 5 or more people so that we can have enough 
supplies. Only heavy rain cancels. FREE, 9-12p, Laguna Environmental Center, 
900 Sanford Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-527-9277, Maggie Hart, lagunafoundation.org, 
maggiehart@lagunafoundation.org

Sonoma Agricultural Preservation and Open Space District 
Lend a Hand: Thank you for your interest in volunteering with us! As a District 
volunteer you will play an important role in preserving and stewarding the open 
space lands in Sonoma County – while enjoying many other great benefits for 
you and your family, such as: Experiencing Sonoma County’s diverse natural and 
working lands Gaining new skills and understanding of the outdoors Exercising 
your mind and body Meeting interesting people with a shared passion for the 
environment Knowing you’ve made a difference in your community.

 If you are interested in volunteering please tell us about yourself using our 
Volunteer Interest Form. 
Volunteer Programs: Land StewardsJoin a dynamic and dedicated stewardship 
work crew to assist with property maintenance and natural resource management 
activities including invasive plant removal, erosion control, road maintenance, 
and trail work. 
Preserve Partners: Enroll your middle or high school class in this service-
learning program that teaches about the importance of conserving a particular 
habitat type (vernal pool, oak woodland, grassland or coastal prairie, riparian) 
through hands-on land stewardship and citizen science projects at “adopted” 
open space preserves. Preserve Partner Program Liability Release Form (PDF) 
Volunteer Patrol: Help us be the “eyes and ears” of spectacular Sonoma County 
Open Space Preserves that are otherwise closed to the public by hiking around 
to observe and report on conditions of trails, waterways, vegetation, and access. 
Current patrollers, after your hike please submit a report using our Volunteer 
Patrol Report Card. 
Volunteer Easement Monitors: Help us monitor privately-owned District-
protected properties as part of our easement monitoring program. Volunteers 
visit many properties each year, hiking, monitoring, taking photos, talking 
with landowners, completing reports, and identifying issues of concern for 
our stewardship team. , 707-565-7366, Receptionist, sonomaopenspace.org/get-
involved/volunteer/

Jack London and Sugarloaf Ridge State Parks - We ask for a 
commitment of only 4 hours per month and you will receive a park pass for your 
service. Trainings are specific to park and activity. 

Feb 24 ~ Trail Patrol on horse, bike or foot, Park& Trail Maintenance, Hike Leaders; 
Jack London and Sugarloaf Ridge State Parks; 9-1:30p Mar 10 ~ 9-1p; 
Sugarloaf Ridge State Park April 7, 14 ~ 9-4:30p (two-day training); 
For information and to sign up, please email or call Volunteer, , 707-938-4827, 
Susan St.Marie, sstmarie@jacklondonpark.com

MEET LOTS of GOOD People! 
Volunteer!
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Dec 6, 13, 28, 27 ~ Ping Pong at the 
Sebastopol Grange - Day time 
ping pong is every Thursday at 10a.  
Evening ping pong is usually the 3rd 
Thursday of the month from 7-9p. 
(check the calendar) Grangers $5; non 
Grangers $7.   $3 for Seniors, $5 for non 
Seniors, Sebastopol Grange Hall, 6000 
Sebastopol Ave. Hwy 12, Sebastopol, 
sebastopolgrange.org/calendar-2/

Dec 13 ~ 2nd Thursdays Game Night 
~ Friends of Monte Rio. Bring 
your own games, food to share 
and drinks. Everyone is welcome! 
FREE, 6-9p, Monte Rio Community 
Center, 20488 Hwy 116, Monte Rio, 
friendsofmonterio.org/

Dec 29 ~ Biker Chick Rides ~ Calling 
All Women! Are you ready to discover 
or rediscover a love of bicycling? 
Ride with us! Rides are open to any 
woman who wants to join us! We ride 
as a group and have a lot of fun while 
we’re at it. The fourth weekend of 
each month, switching back and forth 
from Saturday to Sunday. Bring: your 
road-ready bicycle, helmet, water, ID, 
cash for lunch, a spare tube, patch 
kit, mini pump.  Rides and stops take 

approximately 3 hours. Choose from 
Three Ride Options:• Easy-does-it 17-
mile ride, very casual pace (10-12mph) 
• In-the-groove 23-mile ride, casual 
moderate pace (11-15mph) • Pick-up-
the-pace 23-mile ride, same route 
but faster (14-17mph) Please Note: As 
Always, Rain Cancels the Ride!  What 
to Expect• No one is left behind! We 
always start off together and regroup 
many times throughout the ride. Some 
rides are meant for fitness, some are 
cruiser rides meant to be social and 
relaxed. We usually start and end at 
a restaurant or farmers market for an 
optional group lunch or drink. 10a; 
End time varies, usually between 
12:30-1:30p, Sonoma County Bicycle 
Coalition, 750 Mendocino Ave, Santa 
Rosa, bikesonoma.org/our-work/
biker-chicks/

Dec 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 ~ Niners and Nachos. 
Visit Bibi’s and enjoy free nachos 
with the purchase of any beverage 
during 49er games all season! Free 
to attend. Event revolves around 
49er game times., Bibi’s Burger Bar, 
630 3rd Street, Santa Rosa, 707-
523-1400, chandihospitality.com/
events/2018/9/9/niners-and-nachos

Nov 28 ~ Town Hall Meeting - Palm 
Drive Health Care District and Sonoma 
Specialty Hospital Come and Ask 
Questions About the Hospital. Hear 
What Services are Being Offered and 
Will Be Offered. Free, 6:30p Bodega 
Bay Grange #777, 1370 Highway One, 
Bodega Bay, ctaub@pdhcd.com

Dec 1 ~ Metta Centers Hope Tank - 1st 
Saturday of the month we gather for a 
30-minute silent meditation. At 9 a.m., 
after introductions if new members 
have joined us, we enjoy a vegetarian 
potluck breakfast. As breakfast winds 
down we begin the conversation, 
going until we reach a natural stopping 
place. 8:30-11:30a, Email of Call for 
Location, 707-774-6299, mettacenter.
org, info@mettacenter.org

Dec 5 ~ Racial Discussion Group “Un-
shackled” facilitated by Dr. Jacque-
line Lawrence, founder and Director 
of Legacy Showcases. Attendees 
participate in open discussion about 
their individual challenges and biases 
regarding racism. First Wednesday 
of the month.  6-8:30pm at the Arlene 
Francis Center, 99 Sixth St. Santa 
Rosa. INFO: 707-393-7661. Free event.

Dec 6 ~ Sonoma Co. Americans for Safe 
Access Meeting - Our mission is to 
ensure safe and legal access to can-
nabis (marijuana) for therapeutic use 
and research. Refreshments served, 
everyone welcome. 6p, Arlene Francis 

Center,  Santa Rosa INFO: safeaccess-
now.org/sonoma_county_asa_chapter

Dec 13 ~ Sonoma - Peace and Social 
Justice for Sonoma Valley meets the 
2nd  Thursday @  Sonoma Creek Senior 
Housing Clubhouse, 785 Oregon St., 
Sonoma, audreyvh@sbcglobal.net

Activist Circle of the Russian River Meets 
6:30pm at the Libertad Community 
Center 14045 Armstrong Woods 
Road Guerneville (in the Cinnabar 
parking lot)    Supporting women 
who want to be actively engaged in 
the resistance movement. We will 
provide a platform to share ideas, 
and actions in the community and 
help one another to find sustainable, 
healthy, positive, and peaceful means 
to follow our call to action.   For more 
info please email Shannon or Annabele 
atSheRisesRussianRiver@gmail.com

 3rd Friday ~ Chamber Perks - Coffee with 
Ambassadors - Join us for a casual cup 
of coffee and the opportunity to talk 
one-on-one about maximizing your 
membership. Chamber Ambassadors 
are local business community members 
who volunteer their time to build 
relationships between the Chamber 
and the business community. Chamber 
Perks is held on the third Friday of 
the month and is open to members 
and prospective members. Brew, 555 
Healdsburg Ave., Santa Rosa, 707-545-
1414, Kim Williams

Become a certified coach for an award-winning fall prevention program and 
help older adult increase their safety, balance, strength and confidence on their 
feet. Register today for the January 7 training for volunteer coaches with the 
nationally acclaimed A Matter of Balance: Managing Concerns about Falls.

Falls are the #1 reason that older Sonoma County adults have to visit 
an emergency room. These injuries can result in hip fractures, sprains or 
concussion, followed by a long recovery. Severe injuries lower older adults’ 
quality of life and may force them to leave their homes for care in a facility.

A one-day training to become a certified coach will be offered Monday, 
January 7, 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m., at the Human Services Department Adult and 
Aging Division, 3725 Westwind Blvd., Santa Rosa.

Sign up today by email: djacobyk@schsd.org or call: (707) 565-5936. For 
details about the program, visit the A Matter of Balance website.

“We don’t have to accept falling as a normal part of aging. Coaches have 
fun while helping older adults learn to stay safely on their feet,” says Human 
Services Adult & Aging Director Paul Dunaway. “Matter of Balance coaches 
tell us how satisfying it is to help older adults gain physical confidence and 
boost their sense of optimism.”

Coaches are trained in facilitation skills and teaching practical coping 
strategies to reduce both older adults’ fear of falling and their risk of falling. 
They use group discussion, mutual problem solving and lifestyle strategies to 
teach safety, exercises to improve strength, coordination and balance, and how 
to evaluate home safety. Within a year after certification, they lead at least two 
class series of eight, two-hour classes. 

Classes are held throughout Sonoma County.
The Sonoma County A Matter of Balance curriculum is based on Fear of Falling: A 
Matter of Balance and used by permission of Boston University.
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Plant Sales for Good Causes
Dec 1  ~ Willowside School Nursery Fall Plant Sales - Thousands of plants: a variety 

of low water and drought tolerant perennials, California natives...$4 for 1 gallon 
containers, Willowside School Nursery, 5299 Hall Road, Corner of Willowside and 
Hall Rd, Santa Rosa 

Every Wed ~ Luther Burbank 
Experiment Farm - 9-12p, 7781 Bodega 
Ave., Sebastopol, 707-481-3488,

Ongoing ~ Vallejo Home Plant Sale 
-Some plants are direct-descendants 
of the Vallejo era. Offerings include 
various succulents, deer-resistant, and 
drought-tolerant plants. Suggested 
donations of $1- $7 go toward the new 
Landscape Plan for the Vallejo Home. 
Mon-Sun, 10-5p, Vallejo Home, 363 3rd 
St. West, Sonoma, 707-938-9558, Lynn 
Luzzi

Daily Acts 707-789-9664, dailyacts.org

Dec 13, 19 &  28 Join us for our monthly volunteer days to give our model sites 
some love! Our water-wise demonstration gardens and food forests in Petaluma, 
Sebastopol, Windsor, and Cotati can only do their job of inspiring change when 
they are well maintained. These intimate programs offer the chance to get to know 
neighbors and staff more closely, learn the hidden secrets of each garden, and 
soak up the seasons. We’ll get our hands in the soil with easy garden maintenance 
like weeding, mulching, deadheading and planting. We’ll also present a plant of 
the month to satisfy your educational yearnings! We hope you will come grow 
the community around these special gardens, a few hours at a time. 2nd Thur ~ 
10-12p, Cavanagh Community Food Forest, Corner of 8th and G St., Petaluma, 
liz@dailyacts.org 4th Fri ~ 10-12p, Pocket Park Food Forest, Intersection of 
LaSalle and Loretto, Cotati, dustin@dailyacts.org 3rd Wed ~ 10-12p, City Hall 
and Library Landscape, 7140 Bodega Ave., Sebastopol, liz@dailyacts.org Aug 4 
~ 10-1p, Petaluma Regional Library, 100 Fairgrounds Dr., Petaluma INFO and to 
REGISTER dailyacts.org,  707-789-9664, dailyacts.org/volunteer

Master Gardener Winter Library Series & Workshops

Dec 1 ~ Building a (Mostly) Native Habitat Garden - Guerneville By building 
a mostly native habitat garden your landscape can be environmentally sound 
& water-wise. Free, 10:30 AM - 12:30p, Guerneville Regional Library, 14107 
Armstrong Woods Rd, Guerneville

Dec 1 ~ Rain Water Conservation - Healdsburg - A Beautiful Way to Save Water 
in the Garden. Free, 10:30 AM - 12:30p, Healdsburg Regional Library, 139 Piper 
Street, Healdsburg

Dec 1 ~ Composting Workshop - Learn how to turn yard waste and kitchen 
scraps into wonderfully rich compost to use as a soil amendment or mulch in 
your garden. • Discover the basics of composting and worm composting. • 
Find a composting system that’s right for you. T10:30 a - 1p, The Permaculture 
Skills Center, 2185 Gravenstein Hwy S, Sebastopol, California 95472

UC Master Gardener Help Desk, ucanr.edu/sites/scmg/

Ongoing:
Landscape Design Templates - There are eight landscape design templates, showcasing 

four different design styles. In addition, there are two plant substitution lists to help 
customize your new landscape. Download templates at: savingwaterpartnership.
org/landscape-design-templates

Pick Your Own Garden Produce - Sonoma County Wildlife Rescue Garden Club. 
Community Supported Agriculture program. $20 per month or $200 per year, 
you are entitled to come weekly and pick a bag of the freshest vegetables from 
our Wildlife Education Garden. The funding from this CSA goes directly to our 
Predator Prevention and Educational Barnyard Program. Wildlife Rescue, 403 
Mecham Rd, Petaluma, 707-992-0274, scwildliferescue.org/garden-club.html

Dec 7 ~ Share your passion for pollinators by helping our native plant 
garden thrive! Activities include planting, weeding, spreading wood chips, and 
general site cleanup. The native plant landscape includes wildflowers, grasses, 
sedges, trees, forbes and herbaceous plants. No experience necessary, just a 
willingness to learn about native plants. Training and tools will be provided, plus 
abundant and hearty snacks! Wear clothes and shoes that can get dirty. RSVP only 
if you are planning on bringing a group of 5 or more. Only heavy rain cancels. 
FREE, 9-12p, Laguna Environmental Center, 900 Sanford Rd., Santa Rosa, 707-527-
9277, Maggie Hart, lagunafoundation.org, maggiehart@lagunafoundation.org

Dec 5, Dec 12 ~ Garden Volunteer Day - Sink your hands into the 
beautiful, rich soil and learn from the diversity of plant life in our 40-year-old 
Mother Garden. You can come for part or all of the day. Volunteer lunch:  Our 
chefs create an organic, vegetarian meal harvested from our gardens at 12:30p. 
What to bring:  hat, sunscreen, extra layers or rain gear depending on season, 
sturdy shoes and water bottle. Please Note: we cannot accommodate a group of 6 
people or more without prior arrangement. Children are welcome but must be able 
to participate in adult work. Please supervise your child at all times. Just show up! 
15290 Coleman Valley Rd., Occidental, 707-874-1557, Doug Goslin, oaec.org

Dec 15 ~ Bayer Farm Workday - Giving back to the garden - working with 
our community to feed ourselves. 9am - 12 noon FREE, Bayer Neighborhood 
Park and Garden, 1550 West Avenue, Santa Rosa, 707-703-3321, Jonathan Bravo, 
landpaths.z2systems.com/np/clients/landpaths/event.jsp?event=866, jbravo@
landpaths.org

Larkfield Community Garden Work Day ~ Lend a helping hand at the 
garden on the third Saturday of every month! Our volunteer workdays for the 
entire family are a fun and healthy way to make new friends while learning how 
to tend the soil, grow local food and participate in environmental stewardship. 
Bring a hat, sturdy shoes and a water bottle. Snacks and work gloves provided. 
FREE, $7 Parking, Maddux Ranch Regional Park, 4655 Lavell Rd., Santa Rosa, 
parks.sonomacounty.ca.gov/Play/Calendar/, ProgramDirector@communitysoil.org

Ongoing ~ Sonoma Garden Park. We are also looking for our Chicken 
Team: letting our chickens out in the morning, feeding and filling water stations, 
collecting eggs, cleaning the coop. Flower Team: maintain our cutting garden 
and insectaries sowing seeds, record-keeping, transplanting, preparing fields, 
deadheading, mulching, and weeding. Native Plant Nursery: propagating 
native plants and grasses. Tree Pruning: the majority of these tasks occur during 
December and January. Drop-in volunteers are welcome (all new volunteers are 
required to attend a Volunteer Orientation before dropping-in). Heavy rain will 
cancel. Volunteer, Drop-In Hours - Tue, Wed, Fri, Sat, 9-1p, Sonoma Garden Park, 
19996 7th St. E., Sonoma, 707-996-0712, sonomagardenpark.org

GARDEN VOLUNTEERS Needed

Laguna Environmental Center volunteers workday

Gardeners at Bayer Neighborhood Park and Garden
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Care and Planting of your 
Living Christmas Tree

By Cam Teter
As a kid growing up, Christmas was all about getting under that tree and 

rippin’ some wrappin’ paper! As an adult, it’s coffee first, then gently removing 
paper to be used again. In retrospect, as I sit here now and the memories come 
flooding back, I remember the many traditions that made Christmas and the 
Holidays special then and now.

Real quality time with family, Christmas caroling, baking cookies, wrapping 
presents, hot cider, and going to the tree farm to cut our own tree. In our 
family we had another tradition bestowed upon us by my grandmother who 
said, “If you are gonna cut one, you oughta plant one.” So we always had a 
potted or balled & burlapped tree outdoors, decorated with strings if popcorn 
and cranberries for the birds and squirrels. These were later planted around 
the property where, in time, they grew tall and elegant and are enjoyed year-
round.

Live trees can be brought indoors and decorated same as traditional cut tress. 
They’re not difficult to do if you follow these simple rules:
• Keep them well-watered every day
• Use a deep pan, washtub, or other waterproof container to catch run-off and 

protect your floor
• Let the plant suck up excess between waterings. The bigger the tree, the more 

water it will need.
• Keep it away from heat sources such as heater vents, wood stoves or 

fireplaces. They don’t like heat and dry out quickly.
• Remember, they are grown outdoors and are acclimated to seasonal 

conditions. As such, I recommend keeping them indoors 10-14 days 
maximum. This is especially true in colder climates or warmer homes.

• Near a window is better than a darker corner.
After the holidays, container-grown trees can be 

left in pots for some time, or shifted to larger 
containers to be used again next year.

Field-potted or balled and burlapped trees 
are best planted by spring. Take care not to 
break the root ball. Lift by the ball and leave the 
burlap in place until 3/4 of the planting hole is 
back-filled. Gently untie or cut loose the burlap 

and tuck it down. Remove any plastic ties and 
labels. Finish back-filling and tamp down. Be 
sure the top of the root ball is about 2” above 

the existing soil line. Cover with several 
inches of mulch. Stake the tree firmly so 
that it doesn’t lean while establishing 

itself in its new home. Water regularly 
and enjoy watching it grow!

This is great tradition to share 
with your family. Plant a living 

memory. If you don’t have 
room on your property, please 
ask the nursery where you 
purchased the tree if they have 

suggestions for someone who 
lost their trees to fire, if there’s 
place or person where you 
can donate the tree to bring 

new life and habitat to what 
has been destroyed by fire. If you 
plant to do this in advance, make 

sure you purchase a tree that is 
natural to the habitat where it will 
spend its life.

For an excellent video on How to Plant 
Balled and Burlapped Trees 
by the Arbor Day Foundation, please 
visit this website: www.arborday.org/
trees/planting/balled-burlapped.cfm

POST your EVENTS online all month @  
SonomaCountyGazette.com
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Sugarloaf Ridge State Park 2605 Adobe Canyon Road, Kenwood, 
707-833-5712, $8 parking

Dec 1 ~ Healthy Parks / Healthy People – First Saturday Hike ~ We’ll take the 
Meadow Hillside Loop–a 3-mile hike, with 250 ft elevation gain. Bring a water 
bottle, hat, sunscreen and comfortable walking shoes. FREE; 10-12p

Dec 22 ~ ParkRx – Forest Therapy ~ Learn techniques to maximize the health 
benefits and stress reducing qualities of this walking practice. ro promote bal-
ance and restored vitality through a quality of presence and heightened sen-
sory awareness. 4th Saturday of each month 9:30a-12:30p

Dec 1 ~ The Bird Rescue Center ~ Open House - Come on by and meet a few of our 
resident  Raptor Ambassadors the first Saturday of every month (except holidays 
Free 10-1p, The Bird Rescue Center, 3430 Chanate Road, our physical location is on 
County Farm Drive., Santa Rosa, 707-523-2473, birdrescuecenter.org

Dec 1 ~ Saturday Morning Fitness Hikes at Jack London State Historic Park. Start 
the weekend off with a fun, self-empowering fitness hike with like minded hikers.  
Free, from 10am, Jack London State Historic Park, 2400 London Ranch Road, Glen 
Ellen, 707-938-5216, jacklondonpark.com

Dec 8 ~ Free Redwoods Hikes at Jack London State Historic Park - We invite you 
to spend your Second Saturdays outdoors with us.  Free, 10am - Noon, Jack 
London State Historic Park, 2400 London Ranch Road, Glen Ellen, 707-938-5216, 
jacklondonpark.com

Dec 8 ~ Second Saturday Fort Ross and Redwoods Interpretive Talk - Half-hour 
interpretive talk about multicultural Fort Ross. Please print your parking pass in 
advance and display it on your dashboard as you enter the park. Get your pass at 
“Save the Redwoods” webpage. FREE with Second Sat. Pass, Fort Ross State Historic 
Park, 19005 Coast Highway One, Rotchev House, Fort Compound, Jenner, 707-847-
3437, fortross.org/events.htm

Dec 1 ~ Bill & Dave Hikes at Jack London State Historic Park Sonoma Ridge, new 
East Slope trail - a very strenuous hike of 12m with an elevation gain of 2000ft. Free, 
$10 parking, 9:45 AMJack London State Historic Park, 2400 London Ranch Road, 
Glen Ellen, 707-833-6288, billanddavehikes.com/

Dec 4 ~ Living with Lions - co-existence with an iconic American carnivore. Wildlife 
Ecologist, Dr. Quinton Martins with an update on the research results of Living 
with Lions. Suggested Donation $5, 6:30p - 8:30p, Occidental Arts and Ecology 
Center, 15290 Coleman Valley Rd, Meeting Hall, Occidental, oaec.org/events/
performances/

Dec 5, 12, 19, 26 ~ Wednesday Walkers - Occidental All walkers welcome. Hikes 
average 4-5 miles w/some shorter options. Free, , 707-322-5854, sierrasisters.net, 
sierrasisters@ymail.com

Dec 15 ~ Sonoma State Historic Park Nature Hike on the Lower Monitini Preserve 
Trail at Sonoma Historic Park Family-friendly activities take place throughout the 
historic buildings in downtown Sonoma.  Free, 12p - 1:30p, Sonoma 

CHRISTMAS BIRD COUNT
National Audubon’s Christmas Bird Count is the longest running Citizen Science 

survey in the world. Started by Frank Chapman in 1900, it provides critical data on 
population trendsl. By participating in a CBC you make an important contribution to 
conservation. Audubon and other organizations use the data collected to assess the 
health of bird populations, which helps to guide conservation action. Two counts 
are just for kids: Petaluma CBC4K and Sonoma CBC4K- kids taught by experienced 
adults to use binoculars and spotting scopes, identify species, and understand how 
vital it is to preserve birds and their habitat.

Dec 16 ~ Santa Rosa CBC run by Redwood Region Ornithological Society - The 
compilation dinner will be held at Adel’s Cafe, on Mendocino Ave, Sunday evening 
at 5:00 o’clock. For participation details, INFO: Bill Doyle, shortbill@comcast.net

Dec 28 ~ Sonoma Valley CBC - Volunteers follow specified routes within a 15-mile-
diameter circle, in search of the more than 400 bird species known to winter in East  
County. INFO: Gene Dunn 707-981-7301, enhunn323@comcast.net 

Dec 30 ~ Western Sonoma County Christmas Bird Count - Join a team for the 52nd 
annual bird census; dinner afterward at Seb. Comm. Center. Free, 8a - 4p, INFO: 707-
542-8946, Peter Leveque, madroneaudubon.org/birds-christmas-bird-count

Jan. 2: Petaluma CBC4K (For Kids), a half-day of birding designed for kids ages 6-14. 
This event is co-sponsored by the Petaluma Wetlands Alliance and the City of 
Petaluma Parks and Recreation. INFO: Al Hesla, 707-486-9030 a.hesla@comcast.net

Pepperwood Preserve 2130 Pepperwood Preserve Rd, Dwight Center, 
Santa Rosa, 707-591-9310, pepperwoodpreserve.org

Dec 1 ~ Holiday Wreath Making - learn how to create a beautiful holiday wreath 
using local natural materials. Instructor Heather Jennings will provide a 
demonstration and individual guidance to help you create a stunning wreath to 
take home using a palette of materials gathered at Pepperwood. 10a - 12p. and 1p-
3p at Dwight Center $25 per participant ($20 for members), Ages 7 and up

Dec 8 - Volunteer Work Day - We need your help with critical post-fire restoration 
work at Pepperwood! Spend some time outside, meet fellow nature-lovers, and 
make a lasting difference in the health of our habitats. 9a - 2p. Please bring sturdy 
boots, a hat, and a water bottle. Pepperwood will provide tools, work gloves and a 
delicious lunch! RSVP required Sloane Shinn, sshinn@pepperwoodpreserve.org.

Sonoma County Regional Parks FREE, $7 Parking (FREE 
with Park Pass), 707-565-2041, parks.sonomacounty.ca.gov

Nov 28 ~ Winging It Wednesdays - Laguna de Santa Rosa Trail - Enjoy leisurely 
bird walks for all levels of experience on the last Wednesday of every month 
8:30a - 10: 30 a. Bring your own binoculars or borrow ours. Carpooling  is 
encouraged. Parking $7 or free for Regional Parks members. Free parking is 
available at the Laguna de Santa Rosa Trail. INFO:  707-565-2041.

Dec 1 & 15- Garden Stewards - Get your hands dirty! Bring your family to build 
a healthy community together at our volunteer workdays. The first Saturdays 
focus on land stewardship, and the third Saturdays focus on biodynamic 
gardening. 10a – 2p, Maddux Ranch Regional Park, 4655 Lavell Rd., Santa Rosa. 
INFO: Community Soil Foundation, communitysoil.org.

Dec 1 ~ Nuestros Parques - Spanish-language nature hikes. A bilingual naturalist 
leads these free, 2-4 mile family walks on the first Saturday of each month.10a 
- 1p, Sonoma Valley Regional Park, 13630 Highway 12, Glen Ellen. INFO: Irma 
Cuevas at irma.cuevas@sonoma-county.org or b(707) 565-7888.

Dec 4 ~ Senior Saubters - Leisurely walks with friendly, older adults. Explore 
plant and animal life, swap stories, and take a gentle 2-mile stroll. All abilities 
are welcome! Bring a potluck to share after the walk. Free. Parking $7 or free for 
Regional Parks members. Ragle Ranch Regional Park, 500 Ragle Rd., Sebastopol 
INFO: Shelly Spriggs at shelly.spriggs@sonoma-county.org, 707-539-2865. 

Dec 8 & Jan 5 ~ Tidepol Talks - Hands-on creature fun exploring the animals 
found in our local tide pools. Meet us at the amphitheater the second Saturday 
of each month in December, January, and February. 11 a - 12 p, Doran 
Regional Park, 201 Doran Beach Rd., Bodega Bay Free. Parking is $7 or free for 
Regional Parks members. INFO:  Kristina Stanton by email at kristina.stanton@
sonoma-county.org 707- 539-2865.

Dec 9 - Coastal Crabbing - Introductory clinic includes information on different 
types of crabs found along our coast, crabbing basics, and time to go crabbing. 
No need for a fishing license on this public pier. Fishing equipment is included.  
$15 per person and registration is required. Spud Point Marina, 1818 Westshore 
Rd. Bodega Bay INFO:  Ellie Muelrath by phone at (707) 539-2865 or by email at 
Elspeth.Muelrath@sonoma-county.org. 

Jan 5 ~ Nuestros Parques - Spanish-language nature hikes. A bilingual naturalist 
leads these free, 2-4 mile family walks on the first Saturday of each month.10a 
- 1p, Coastal Prairie Trail - Bodega Bay Community Center, 2255 CA-1, Bodega 
Bay. INFO: Irma Cuevas at irma.cuevas@sonoma-county.org, 707-565-7888.

NATURE cont’d on page 59
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Robert Ferguson Observatory $8 parking fee, Sugarloaf Ridge State 
Park, 2605 Adobe Canyon Road, Kenwood, rfo.org - 707-833-5712, sugarloafpark.org

Watershed Clean-ups

Volunteers Needed - 9a-1p Sugarloaf Ridge State Park, 2605 Adobe 
Canyon Rd, Kenwood, trailscouncil@sonic.net, john@sonomaecologycenter.org

Friends of Fife Creek Bridge to Bridge - On-going monitoring, Clean-
up & Restoration. Eradicating invasive plant species. Planting back using 
natives. 4th St Bridge to Hwy 116 Bridge, Guerneville. Community Openspace 
with an educational park. Volunteer workdays most Thursdays 10a - 2pm 
CONTACT: Vira Burgerman, 707-484-8766

Stewards of the Coast and Redwoods  - We encourage new 
volunteers to attend one of the three orientations for new or returning 
volunteers and education seminars. Info. Sarah Angulo 707-869-9177 ext 5.

Opportunities include:
Armstrong/Austin Creek Trail Crew
Sonoma Coast Trail Crew
Earth Day Cleanup
Fife Creek Restoration
Willow Creek Restoration.

City of Santa Rosa - Creek Stewardship Program conducts this monthly 
cleanups INFO: srcity.org/calendar, www.firstsaturdaycleanup.org
Dec. 1 ~ First Saturday Cleanup - Olive Park, 105 Orange St, Santa Rosa on Prince 
Memorial Greenway (ages 5 and up)  Sat 10a - 12p . Help take care of Santa Rosa 
Creek which provides a home for river otter, kingfishers, steelhead trout. Tools 
and refreshments provided.

Clean River Alliance and Creek Stewardship Program - These 
family-friendly workdays are a fun and productive way to help beautify a park or 
community center through tasks such as litter pickup, spreading mulch, cleaning 
play area equipment and picnic barbecues, weeding, and more. Hand tools 
and gloves will be provided, or bring your own (no power tools). Children are 
welcome but must have adult supervision. Cleanups are held rain or shine!

Dec 15 ~ Santa Rosa Creek 10a-12p, Olive Park, 105 Orange Street, Santa Rosa. 
Contact Robin for more information @ 707-293-8050

Adopt-A-Beach®- The Coastal Commission runs a year-round cleanup 
program. Help us keep the California coast debris-free all year long.  Info: www.
coastal.ca.gov

Park-A-Month Volunteer Program -  2nd Saturday of the month offers 
fun, family-friendly events where residents can make a difference in their parks. 
help beautify a park or community center through tasks such as litter pickup, 
spreading mulch, cleaning play area equipment and picnic barbecues, weeding, 
and more. Hand tools and gloves will be provided, or bring your own (no power 
tools). Children are welcome but must have adult supervision. Cleanups are held 
rain or shine! 9am - 12, rain or shine. INFO: 707-543-3279 volunteer@srcity.org 

Dec. 8, Bennett Valley Senior Center, 704 Bennett Valley Rd, Santa Rosa

Laguna Stewardship Days - Volunteers assist in willow sprigging, 
exotic plant removal, native plant and tree planting, trails construction and 
maintenance. Training is provided. Snacks are on us, but do bring gloves, water, 
and a friend! No RSVP required. Laguna Environmental Center 900 Sanford Rd., 
Santa Rosa.  INFO: 707-527-9277 x.101, or ww.lagunafoundation.org

Dec 15 - 9a – 12p - Stewardship days are held once a month on a Saturday. 
Details and tasks vary depending on the season and site location. Children 
welcome but must be able to participate & supervised at all times.

School Yard Clean Up - Want your students to participate in Coastal 
Cleanup Day but can’t get them out on a field trip to a beach or local waterway? 
Want to show them that environmentally responsible behavior can begin at their 
school and in their own neighborhood? You can organize a Schoolyard Cleanup 
and accomplish all of these goals. Info: www.coastal.ca.gov

Dec 13 ~ 2nd Thursday Trail Crew ~ No experience necessary – we have tools 
and trained crew leaders with tasks for all strengths and sizes of volunteers. 
In order to make sure we have enough tools and after-work beverages reply to 
trailscouncil@sonic.net if you plan to attend. 

Dec 27 ~ 4th Thursday Trail Crew ~ Work includes bridge and step 
construction, installing signs, clearing, lifting, carrying and hiking. Help 
Sugarloaf with trail restoration work.  Bring gloves, hat, and water that you 
can take with you while working. Wear long pants, boots or sturdy shoes and 
sunscreen. Poison oak is present. Those under 18 years old must be accompanied 
by a responsible adult. We will provide tools, food and beverages.Sep 7 - Dec 7 
~ Native Plant Garden Volunteer Day - Laguna Foundation i wrote this to Dave 

Dec 10 ~ The Night Sky - lectures on Constellations of the Seasons -  Designed for 
everyone from total beginners to experienced amateur observers.

LandPaths 618 4th St. Santa Rosa, outings@landpaths.org, 707-544-7284

Dec 1 ~ Landpaths Holiday Gathering at Rancho Mark West -  Reconnect and de-
stress. Nature heals! (As does music and song...). Free, 12p - 4p, Rancho Mark West, 
7125 St. Helena Road, Santa Rosa

Dec 1 ~ The Grove of Old Trees Stewardship Workday. Help ensure that this unique 
wild space continues to be a healthy and flourishing habitat. Free, 9:00 AM - 1:00p, 
Occidental, landpaths.z2systems.com/np/clients/landpaths/event.jsp?event=999

Dec 2 ~ The Great Charlie Brown Christmas Tree Hunt - Find your non-traditional 
Holiday Tree thinning young Douglas Fir trees to improve the forest health FREE, 
11a - 3p, LandPaths Riddell Preserve, Brack Road, Healdsburg, 707-544-7284, 
REGISTER

Dec 6 - Dec 21 ~ Stewardship Workday at Bohemia Ecological Preserve. Give nature 
a hand! Come and join us at the stunning, 1,000-acre Bohemia Ecological Preserve. 
Free, 9a-1p, 9:00 AM - 1:00p, Bohemia Ecological Preserve, 6773 Bohemian Highway, 
Occidental, landpaths.z2systems.com/np/clients/landpaths/event.jsp?event=1017

Dec 7 - Dec 20 ~ Stewardship Workday at Riddell Preserve -  Join in community and 
nature for a stewardship day at Riddell Preserve in Healdsburg.  Free, 9a-1p, 9:00 
AM - 1:00p, City Corporation Yard, 550 Westside Road, Healdsburg, 707-544-7284, 
Kyle Gift, landpaths.z2systems.com/np/clients/landpaths/event.jsp?event=994, 
kyle@landpaths.org 

Dec 8 ~ Andy’s Unity Park Community Garden Work Day - Help us build this vibrant 
community space from the ground up, 10a - 1p, Andy’s Unity Park Community 
Garden, 329 Anteeo Way, Santa Rosa, landpaths.org

Dec 8 ~ LandPaths Stewardship Workday at Fitch Mountain - Our December 
workday will likely focus on removing invasive French broom. 9a - 1p, 707-544-7284, 
Nicolas Whitaker, nicolas@landpaths.org, landpaths.org

Dec 15 ~ Giving back to the garden - Bayer Farm - Working together to nurture the 
garden that has provided so much to the community! 9a - 12p, Bayer Neighborhood 
Park and Garden, 1550 West Avenue, Santa Rosa, l landpaths.org

Dec 22 ~ Mushroom Exploration at Riddell Preserve - Explore Riddell Preserve, a 
LandPaths property of Oak Woodlands, Redwoods, & open grasslands! Free, 9aAM 
- 2p, Riddell Preserve, 2575 Brack Road, Healdsburg,  landpaths.org

Laguna Environmental Center 900 Sanford Rd., Santa Rosa, 
Pre-registration required for classes. 707-527-9277, lagunafoundation.org,
Nov 29 ~ Albatross Film Screening - A powerful visual journey into the heart of 

an astonishingly symbolic environmental tragedy. Free, 7:00p - 9:00p, Laguna 
Environmental Center, Anita Smith, 900 Sanford Road, Santa Rosa, 707-527-9277, 
Anita Smith, lagunafoundation.org

Dec 6 ~ Traditional Environmental Knowledge and Climate Change Presentation. 
Traditional Environmental Knowledge & Climate Change Presentation with 
Pomo Tribal Elder, Nick Tipon   $12 (non-refundable), 7:00p - 8:30p, Laguna 
Environmental Center, 900 Sanford Road, Santa Rosa, 707-527-9277, Anita Smith, 
lagunafoundation.org, anita@lagunafoundation.org

Dec 8 ~ Wild Food & Medicine: Crane Creek Regional Park Hike - Demystify 
the edible, medicinal, and magical world of plants.   $10 (non-refundable), 10a - 
12p, Laguna Environmental Center, 900 Sanford Road, Santa Rosa, 707-527-9277, 
Anita Smith, lagunafoundation.org, maggiehart@lagunafoundation.org

Stewards of the Coast 17000 Armstrong Woods Rd., Guerneville, 
707-869-9177, stewardscr.org, stewards@stewardscr.org
Nov 30 ~ Cultural Sensitivity in Outdoor Education Docent Training - This 

training is for docents, especially those that interact with the public. Free, 10a - 
12p, stewardscr.org/events/cultural-sensitivity-docent-training

Dec 5, 12, 9,  & 26 Easy Walks to Enhance Physical & Mental Well-being. FREE, 
Wednesdays 10am-11am, Armstrong Woods State Natural Reserve, 17000 
Armstrong Woods Rd, Guerneville, 707-869-9177, Erin Harer, stewardscr.org/
events/wednesday-wellness-walk-15, stewards@stewardscr.org

NATURE cont’d from page 58
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The Cards Don’t Lie 
By Diane McCurdy

As a gypsy spreads out her cards, her prophecy mentions a battle in a place 
where the trees grow beards and where the military action is punctuated by 
the exploits of exceptional women. The young man getting the reading is Andy 
Jackson, yes, that Andrew Jackson. Sue Ingalls Finan, Windsor author, begins 
her novel with a prediction and as her story evolves each one of her chapters 
begins with a Tarot card. The Tarot is that ancient, mystical deck steeped in 
magic and divination. Each card features an allegorical representation and an 
aphorism. The cards set the tone for the sections that follow it.

The setting is the war of 
1812, more specifically Andrew 
Jackson’s rag tag American 
army’s victory over the 
British in the Battle of New 
Orleans, a very strategic port. 
Usually, if not almost always, 
wars tell the stories of men. 
Because this one is told by a 
women, it gives the feminine 
point of view which is no less 
heroic or horrific. Marguerite 
is a pampered, sometimes 
capricious , upper class belle 
who we meet in childbirth. 
She is madly in love with her 
husband and desperate to 
give him a child. Catherine 
is a voodoo priestess of sorts. 
She is a midwife and a healer 
with a gentle, magnanimous 
personality. Sister Angelique is 
an Ursuline nun whose convent 
provides a makeshift infirmary 
for the injured. Millie is a 
brave and bold prostitute who 
transports the wounded with 
considerable danger to herself. 
She longs not to be identified 
by her profession and to have a normal life with Pete who was “impressed” by 
the British basically kidnapped and later rescued by the famous pirate, Jean 
Lafitte. Actual personages who were living at the time are intermingled with 
imaginary ones making the action very real and, at times, very raw.

This is a historical novel so certain facts are expected but the detail given 
is this piece are extraordinary. Curative herbs and potions are identified 
and their effects are discussed in detail as are the intricacies of weaponry. 
A custom called placage was particularly interesting. It was a sanctioned 
arrangement where a white creole man would establish a relationship with a 
woman of mixed blood. She becomes his second wife and he pledges to care 
for any children that may result from their union. The sixteen years of research 
put into writing of this book is evident. New Orleans is a city of intrigue and 
diverse culture even to this day. Having been settled originally by the French 
it was able to avoid some of the Puritanism of the upper colonies. Sue Ingalls 
Finan (a relative of author Laura Ingalls Wilder who wrote The Little House on 
the Prairie) has given us a glimpse of the strong women who function behind 
the battle lines all the while capturing the essence of a great city: its exotic 
intrigue, inherent sexuality and patriotic passion.

CATS
There is a myriad of films/DVDs that 

feature felines prominently but the 
inspiration for this article came the recent 
release, Bohemian Rhapsody, the story of 
Queen frontman, Freddy Mercury. Freddy 
loved his cats, wrote songs about them, 

dedicated albums to them and when on tour 
called to chat with them. Another current 

feature is Can You Ever Forgive Me? 
Melissa McCarthy 

delivers an Oscar 
worthy performance as 
Lee Israel a down on 
her luck writer with a 
drinking problem who 
decides to fabricate 
letters that have been 
written by famous 
people and sell them to 
dealers. Her cat is sick 
and needs to see the vet 
and she is low on cash.

These two films are 
fresh but cats have a 
long history of having 
important cameos. 
Marlon Brando as The 
Godfather caresses a cat 
while he orders other 
men to be killed as does 

Stavros Blofeld, the villain in several Bond films. Who can ever forget Anita 
Eckberg prancing in the Fountain of Trevi holding a white kitten in La Dolce 
Vita? Jones, the ginger cat, is a survivor along with Ripley on that spaceship 
from Hell in Aliens. 

Newer offerings with cat themes range from the ridiculous to the even more 
ridiculous! Keanu, a cat who was originally called Iglesias, is the pet of a drug 
czar. He is captured and his owner leads a merry chase to track him down. 
An orange cat figures prominently in Inside Llewyn Davis, a Coen brothers 
depiction of the tribulations of a struggling folk singer. Taken from a best-
selling book, Bob the Street Cat is another orange cat, a stray who helped his 
musician care giver overcome addiction. Nine Lives stars Kevin Spacey as 
a stuffy businessman who gets magically transformed into the body of the 
family cat by Christopher Walken. Kedi is a really wonderful documentary 
about the semi-feral cats of Istanbul. They roam the city and are cared for but 
they are respected for their independence.

These are just a few of the latest 
offerings but Art Carney won an 
Academy Award for his “road trip with 
cat” performance in Harry and Tonto 
in 1974. The Incredible Journey is the 
re-enactment of the true story of three 
animals who travel 250 miles across 
Canada to re-unite with their family. 
Then there are the animations: Garfield, 
The Cat in the Hat, Antonio Banderas 
as Puss in Boots. Look forward to Anne 
Hathaway who will follow Michelle 
Pfieffer and Halle Berry as Catwoman. 

Unlike dogs, cats do not take direction 
so most of the time several animals are 
coached and coaxed to perform only 
one action. Mysterious and haughty but 
purring and loving on their own terms, 
cats were once worshiped as gods and 
they are not about to let us forget it. Freddie Mercury and his cats.

Melissa McCarthy  Can You Ever Forgive Me? 
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SONOMA COUNTY BOOKMOBILE
freebookmobile.org NEWS on Facebook 707.520.4536

Donations welcome, Glen Weaver, Director
12/1: Larkfield - SR Farmers Market, Luther Burbank Center  10 a - 1 p
12/1: Cotati - Oliver’s Market  2 - 3:30 p
12/1: Roseland - Dollar Tree, Sebastopol Rd  4 - 6 p
12/7: Cotati - Tree Lighting Festival, La Plaza Park  4 - 8 p
12/15: Kenwood - Kenwood Market  9:30 - 10:30 a
12/15: Glen Ellen - Post Office  11 Am - 12 p
12/15: Boyes Hot Springs - Fiesta Center  12:30 - 2:30 p
12/15: Santa Rosa - SR Marketplace, Kawana Springs Rd  3:30 - 5:30 p
12/18: Geyserville  5 - 6:30 p
12/22: Santa Rosa - Children’s Museum of 

Sonoma County  10 Am - 1 p
12/22: Roseland - Food Maxx, 

Sebastopol Rd  4:30 - 6 p 
12/29: Freestone  9 - 10 a
12/29: Valley Ford  10:30 - 11:30 a
12/29: Bodega Bay - Bodega Bay 

Veterinary Hospital  12 - 1 p
12/29: Jenner  1:30 - 3 Pp
12/29: Monte Rio - Beach Parking Lot  3:30 - 5 p

HIGHLIGHTS at our Libraries -  sonomalibrary.org

Nov 26, Dec 3, 10, 17 & Jan 7 ~ Snoopy’s 
Writers - Weekly Writers Group - Meet 
with serious, good nature’d writers 
weekly, (except Holidays).  Warm 
Puppy Cafe. Route 11 Bus stops in front 
of Ice Arena. Parking is free.   Schedule 
is subject to change. 11-2p, Snoopy’s 
Home Ice, Warm Puppy Cafe, 1667 
West Steele Ln, Santa Rosa, 707-546-
7147, snoopyswriters.com

Dec 1 ~ Word Temple Poetry Series. Poetry 
Reading featuring award-winning 
poets Melissa Stein, Paul Hoover and 
Rebecca Petrusca. FREE, donation 
suggested, 7p, 7:00pSebastopol Center 
for the Arts, 282 South High Street, 
Sebastopol, wordtemple.com/blog/

Dec 3 ~ Monthly Poetry Night with 
Iris Jamahl Dunkle - Iris Jamahl 
Dunkle served as Sonoma County’s 
Poet Laureate for 2017-2018. Free, 6:30p 
Aqus Cafe, 189 H Street, Petaluma, 
copperfieldsbooks.com/event/
community-event-monthly-poetry-
night-iris-jamahl-dunkle-aqus-cafe

Dec 10 ~ Dine with Local Authors- Five 
authors will read from their newly 
published books and answer questions. 
$5 Minimum, 6 - 8:30p, Gaia’s Garden, 
1899 Mendocino Ave., Santa Rosa, 
info@jeaneslone.com

Dec 10 ~ 2nd Monday - Petaluma Women 
Who Write - an understanding and 
supportive forum where constructive 
criticism inspires and uplifts. FREE; 
2nd Monday’s; 6 - 8p, Aqus Cafe, 
189 H St., Petaluma, Carole Coates, 
aqus.com/event/8296/2018-02-12/, 
potteryhound@gmail.com

Call to All Writers! 
Book Launch Series ~ Occidental Center 

for the Arts - All genres: Preference 
given to local writers or material about 
Sonoma County. Send a sampling of 2-3 
chapters if prose; 5-10 pages if poetry. 
Include brief bio and any writing 
credits. Occidental Center for the Arts 
- Attention: Book Launch, 3850 Doris 
Murphy Ct, Occidental, 707-874-9392, 
occidentalcenterforthearts.org/call-to-
all-writers

Readers Theatre Group - All interested 
in learning, sharing and reading 2-3 
short plays, please come!. Performers 
bring the text alive by using voice, 
facial expressions, and some gestures. 
2nd & 4th Tuesdays, at 7pm FREE, 
Occidental Center for the Arts, 3850 
Doris Murphy Court, Occidental, 707-
829-2176, occidentalcenterforthearts.
org/oca-readers-theatre-group/

Writers Helping Writers ~ Enjoy 
camaraderie of other writers. The 
California Writers Club is open to 
writers of all genres.  redwoodwriters.
org/membership/join/

Copperfields
Dec 4 ~ Hanukkah Storytime - Happy 

Hanukkah! Join Copperfield’s for 
stories that celebrate the Jewish 
Festival of Lights. Free, 4:00p 
Copperfields Petaluma, 140 Kentucky 
Street, Petaluma, copperfieldsbooks.
com/event/hanukkah-storytime-2

Dec 8 ~ Krampusnacht - Who is 
Krampus, the goat like beast we 
see so often in recent Christmas 
celebrations? Free, 7:00p Copperfields 
Petaluma, 140 Kentucky Street, 
Petaluma, copperfieldsbooks.com/
event/krampusnacht

Dec 16 ~ Congresswoman Barbara Lee 
in Conversation with Lynn Woolsey 
Featured Book: Renegade for Peace 
and Justice: A Memoir of Political and 
Personal Courage. $30, 2:45p Carole 
L. Ellis Auditorium, 680 Sonoma 
Mountain Parkway, Petaluma, 
copperfieldsbooks.com/event/
literacyworks-copperfields-books-
present-congresswoman-barbara-lee-
conversation-lynn-woolsey

Dec 25 ~ Take turns reading aloud from a short story! Have fun reading books 
and meeting new people! FREE, 4:00p - 5:00p, Central Santa Rosa Library, 211 E 
Street, Santa Rosa, 707-545-0831, sonomacounty.libcal.com/event/3854777

Nov 27 & Dec 25 ~ Tween Read Along Book Club 
~ Take turns reading aloud from a short story! 
Have fun reading books and meeting new people! 
FREE; 4-5p, Central Santa Rosa Library, 211 E 
Street, Santa Rosa, 707-545-0831, sonomacounty.
libcal.com/event/3854777

Dec 7 &  8 ~ Friends of the Sebastopol Library 
Children’s/Young Adults’ Book Sale most at 
bargain-prices of 25¢ - $1.00! Great for gifts.   12/7 
10a-6p, 12/8 10a-3p, Sebastopol Regional Library, 
7140 Bodega Ave., Sebastopol, 707-823-7691

My Little Free Library ~ Please stop 
by and check it out! 8893 Jeannette 
Ave, Graton, ellen.swenson2@
gmail.com

Our Free Little Library ~ Forestville 
We dedicated this library to my 
husbands’ mother. Lila had been 
a grade school librarian with a 
passion for books, reading and 
teaching children to read. 6492 
First St., Forestville

MORE ONLINE: 
Bookstore Events - 

Author Signings etc. 
sonomacountygazette.com

Lynda for Libraries ~ Sonoma County Libraries Provides library 
cardholders access to the Lynda.com collection, more than 3,000 courses and 
150,000 video tutorials. Taught by industry experts, courses and tutorials cover 
a variety of topic and skill areas including office productivity applications, 
databases, spreadsheets, Photoshop, multimedia production, business 
savvy, specialized applications, organizational skills and Adobe Acrobat. , 
sonomalibrary.org/library-collection/lynda
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We finally made it to December! The best month for movies. Everyone loves 
the iconic song, ”12 Days of Christmas”. So I made a list for movie lovers: 
12 Days of Movies: The 1st movie you have to see is “Aquaman”. The 
ruler of Atlantis, Arthur Curry (Jason Momoa) is caught between land 
dwellers that are always polluting the globe and his own people who are ready 
to invade the surface. Opening December 21. 2: Also opening December 21 is 

“Holmes and Watson” starring John 
C Reilly and Will Farrell. Fans of 
“Stepbrothers” will be seeing this 
comedy opening night! 

3:  is “Mary Poppins Returns” 
which opens Christmas Day. 
Directed by Rob Marshall, this 
sequel showcases the grown up Jane 
and Michael Banks who are visited 
by their former nanny. This will 
definitely become a Disney classic. 
4:  Also opening Christmas Day 
is “On the Basis of Sex”. Directed 

by Mimi Leder. Young lawyer Ruth Bader Ginsburg (Felicity Jones) teams 
with her husband Marty (Armie Hammer) to bring a groundbreak case before 
the US Court of Appeals and overturn a century of gender discrimination.  
5:  is “Welome to Marwen” directed by Robert Zemeckis and starring Steve 
Carell as a victim of a violent assault who constructs a miniature World War II 
village in his yard to help in his recovery. Opens December 21st. 6: is “Mary 
Queen of Scots” directed by Josie Rourke. Margot Robbie stars as Queen 
Elizabeth 1. Saoirse Ronan plays Mary Stuart, Queen Elizabeth’s cousin who 
finds herself condemned to years of imprisonment before facing execution. 
This could be the year Ronan wins her first Oscar! Opens December 7th. 7:  
is “The Mule” directed by Clint Eastwood. Eastwood stars as a 90 year old 
horticulturist and WW11 veteran who is caught transporting $3 million worth 
of cocaine through Michigan for a Mexican drug cartel. Opens December 
14th. 8:  film is “Second Act” directed by Peter Segel. Jennifer Lopez plays a 
woman who reinvents her life and life-story and shows Madison Avenue what 
street smarts can do. “This is Us” fans will love that Milo Ventimiglia plays 
Jennifer’s love interest. Opens December 21st. 9: Also opening Decemebr 21st 
is “Bird Box” directed by Susanne Bier. A woman (Sandra Bullock) and a 
pair of children are blindfolded as they make way through a post-apocalyptic 
setting along a river. 10:  is “Vice” directed by Adam McKay. The story of 
Dick Cheney (Christian Bale), the most powerful Vice President in history. 
Co starring my friend, Sam Rockwell. Opening Christmas Day. 11:  is “The 
House That Jack Built” starring Matt Dillon as Jack, a highly intelligent serial 
killer over the course of 12 years and depicts the murders that truly develop 
Jack as a serial killer. Opens December 28th. 12:  is “Stan & Ollie” directed by 
Jon S Baird. Stan Laurel (Steve Coogan) and Oliver Hardy (John C Reilly), the 
world’s most famous comedy duo, attempt to reignite their film careers as they 
embark on what becomes their swan song. 
For my live theater fans we have a lot to be thankful for! First we have 
“Annie” at the 6th Street Playhouse in Santa Rosa. It runs from now to 
December 22nd. Three favorite local actors star. Daniela Innocenti Beem 
as Miss Hannigan and Larry Williams as Daddy Warbucks and Trevor 
Hoffman as Bert Healy. Call 707 523 4185 for more information. The very 
talented Argo Thompson directs “Every Brilliant Thing” at the Left Edge 
Theater located at the Luther Burbank Center. Runs from now to December 
9th. Call 707 546 3600 for more information. Tony award winner “Dear Evan 
Hanson” runs December 5th through December 30 at the Curran Theater in 
San Francisco. This show is a must see! Call 415 358 1220 for tickets. 
Email me with questions and have an amazing and restful holiday!

John C Reilly and Will Farrell

Nov 29 ~ Albatross Film Screening - 
A powerful visual journey into the 
heart of an astonishingly symbolic 
environmental tragedy. Free, 7: - 9p, 
Laguna Environmental Center, Anita 
Smith, 900 Sanford Road, Santa 
Rosa, 707-527-9277, Anita Smith, 
lagunafoundation.org

Nov 30 - Dec 2 ~ The Beaches of Agnes 
screening at Sonoma Film Institute 
Varda, free from fear & shame, turns 
her tale of a life lived in art into a work 
of art. Suggested Ticket Donation $5, 
7p Sonoma State University, 1801 E 
Cotati Ave, Warren Auditorium, Ives 
Hall, Rohnert Park, sfi.sonoma.edu

Dec 7 ~ Meet Me in St. Louis - One 
of the indisputable classics of the 
American musical film. Suggested 
Ticket Donation $5, 7pSonoma State 
University, 1801 E Cotati Ave, Warren 
Auditorium, Ives Hall, Rohnert Park, 
sfi.sonoma.edu/schedule

Dec 13 ~ The Most Unknown: A 
documentary film screening. Epic 
documentary film uncovering 
unexpected answers to some of 
humanity’s biggest questions. Sliding 
scale $5, $12, or $20, 7 - 9p, Laguna 
Environmental Center, 900 Sanford 
Road, Santa Rosa, 707-527-9277, Anita 
Smith, lagunafoundation.org, anita@
lagunafoundation.org

Dec 14 ~ Elf - Forestville United 
Methodist Church Free Friday Movie 
Night. A visit from Santa Claus (and 
a free photo) starting at 6:15PM, 
cartoons 6:45pm, Movie “Elf” at 
7pm. Free, 6:15pWiebe Hall, 6550 
Covey Rd, Forestville, 707-887-2759, 
handlebarsmike1367@sbcglobal.net

Rialto Cinemas, 6868 McKinley S, 
Sebastopol. Showtimes & Information: 
707 525-4840, rialtocinemas.com
Nov 27 ~ The Sonoma County 

Jewish Film Festival 2018 (NR) 
documentaries, dramas and comedies 
portraying Jewish life. Sammy Davis 
Jr.: I’ve Gotta Be Me

Nov 29 $ Dec 8 ~ The Madness of 
George III (NR), in National Theatre 
first broadcast from Nottingham 
Playhouse.

Dec 1 & 12 ~ The Met Opera Live: The 
Magic Flute (NR) the perfect opera for 
the whole family

Dec 4 & 6 ~ The King and I from the 
West End (NR), with ‘Broadway’s 
undisputed Queen’ Kelli O’Hara 
stealing the show as Ann Leonowens 
and Ken Watanabe. 

Dec 5 ~ Bolshoi Ballet 2018/19 Season: 
Don Quixote (NR) inspired by heroic 
stories of brave knights, Don Quixote 
sets out on an adventure to meet his 
ideal woman, Dulcinea.

Dec 11 ~ EXHIBITION: Degas - Passion 
for Perfection (NR) journeys from the 
streets of Paris to the heart of a superb 
exhibition at the Fitzwilliam Museum 
in Cambridge, whose extensive 
collection of Degas’ works is the most 
representative in Britain

Dec 13 ~ Horn From The Heart - The Paul 
Butterfield Story (NR) STARRING Paul 
Butterfield, Bonnie Raitt, B.B. King, 
Bob Dylan and more of the greats 

Dc 15 & 19 ~ The Met Opera Live in 
HD 2018/19 Season: La Traviata, 
Yannick Nezet-Seguin conducts 
Michael Mayer’s richly textured new 
production, featuring a dazzling 18th-
century setting 

Dec 23 ~ Bolshoi Ballet: The Nutcracker - 
On Christmas Eve, Marie’s Nutcracker 
doll magically transforms into a 
prince and together their wonderful 
adventure begins. 

Summerfield Cinemas, 
551 Summerfield Rd, Santa Rosa, 707-525-
8909, http://summerfieldcinemas.com/
Nov 29 & Dec 12 ~ The King and I: From 
the London Palladium has now finished 
its critically-acclaimed West End run
TBA - Border ~ A customs officer who can 
smell fear develops an unusual attraction 
to a strange traveler while aiding a police 
investigation which will call into question 
her entire existence.
Dec 7 ~  At Eternity’s Gate - a journey 
inside the world and mind of a person 
who, despite skepticism, ridicule and 
illness,
Dec 14 ~ The Favourite. In early 18th 
century England, a frail Queen Anne 
(Colman) occupies the throne and her 
close friend Lady Sarah (Weisz) governs 
the country in her stead. When a new 
servant Abigail (Stone) arrives, her charm 
endears her to Sarah.
Dec 14 ~ Mary Queen of Scots -  Mary 
Stuart’s attempt to overthrow her cousin 
Elizabeth I, Queen of England, finds her 
condemned to years of imprisonment 
before facing execution.
Jan 4 ~ If Beale Street Could Talk -  A 
woman in Harlem desperately scrambles 
to prove her fiancé innocent of a crime 
while carrying their first child.

Sebastiani Theater, 
476 1st St East, Sonoma, 707-996-2020, 
sebastianitheatre.com
thru Nov 29 ~ Can You Ever Forgive Me?
Dec 8 & 9 ~ The Snow Maiden
Dec 10 ~ Love Actually
Dec 14, 15, 16 ~ A Christmas carol - LIVE. 
Dec 18 & 19 ~ A Christmas Story
Dec 20 & 23 ~ Miracel on 24th Street
Dec 22 ~ The Traveling Spectacular
Dec 21 ~ Wings of Desire

MORE ONLINE:  
sonomacountygazette.com
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thru Dec 1 ~ Shrek the Musical - 
Everyone’s favorite ogre is back! 
Based on the Oscar-winning film. 
Recommended for ages 6 & up. Nov 
16, 17, 23, 24, 29, 30 & Dec 1 @ 7:30p, 
Nov 17, 18, 24, 25 & Dec 1, 2 @ 1:30p, 
Maria Carrillo High School Theatre, 
6975 Montecito Boulevard, Santa Rosa, 
theatrearts.santarosa.edu/current-
season#two

thru Dec 16 ~ The Tailor of Glouscester. 
The perfect holiday musical for the 
entire family! Get your tickets today! 
$18 - $36, showtimes evenings 7pm & 
matinees 1pm, Spreckels Performing 
Arts Center, 5409 Snyder Lane, Rohnert 
Park, 707-588-3400, spreckelsonline.
com

thru Dec 15 ~ Mrs. Warren’s Profession. 
Shaw’s play was banned until 1902 
as it dared to speak of the inequality 
between men & women. Curtain Call 
Theatre, 20347 CA-116, Monte Rio, 707-
523-8739

thru- Dec 16 ~ The House of Yes. Every 
family has it’s little secrets. Warning: 
not for the faint-hearted or children 
under 18. $15-$30, Performances 
8p, Sundays 5p, Main Stage West, 
104 N Main Street, Sebastopol, 
mainstagewest.com/plays/the-house-
of-yes/

thru Dec 22 ~ Annie - Join everyone’s 
favorite orphan on her adventures as 
she escapes her miserable orphanage. 
$22-$35, Thu, Fri, Sat 7:30p, Sat & 
Sun 2p, 6th Street Play House, 52 
W. 6th St, G.K. Hardt Theatre, Santa 
Rosa, 6thstreetplayhouse.com/2018-
19-shows-tickets/gk-hardt-theatre/
annie/

thru Dec 9 ~ Every Brilliant Thing. 
Humorous and poignant, the story 
of a young boy who attempts to ease 
his mother’s depression. $25-$40, Left 
Edge Theatre, 50 Mark West Springs 
Road, Santa Rosa, leftedgetheatre.
com/special-events/every-brilliant-
thing

Nov 30 - Jan 26 ~ Spin Off. An average 
American family navigates the ups-
and-downs of a world gone wacky. New 
episodes each week. Sliding Scale ($5-
$20), All showtimes 8p, the Imaginists, 
461 Sebastopol Avenue, Santa Rosa, 
707-528-7554, theimaginists.org, 
jessica@theimaginists.org

Dec 5 ~ It’s a Grand Time at the 
GrandSlam. Stories told based on 
the theme, “Time Flies.”  Then the 
audience votes and a champion is 
crowned. $22 Advance / $25 @ Door, 
7:30p The Mystic Theatre, 23 Petaluma 
Blvd N, Petaluma

Dec 6 - Dec 16 ~ Yo Ho Ho - A Pirates 
Christmas - It’s up to a little seven 
year-old girl named Eve to save 
Christmas for everyone! What will 
become of Christmas when Santa 
Claus and the citizens of the North 
Pole are kidnapped by a bunch of 
directionally challenged pirates? 
Suggested audience 5 years and older.  
Pay-what-you-can preview on Dec 6 
at 7:30p. $12-$25, Dec 6-9, 14-15, 7:30, 
Dec 9,16, 2p, Cloverdale Performing 
Art’s Center, 209 N. Cloverdale Blvd., 
Cloverdale, cloverdaleperformingarts.
com/copy-of-nutcracker-musical-
starts-d

Reader’s Theatre Group ~ Read 
a script adapted from literature, and 
the audience picturing the action 
from hearing the script being read 
aloud. It requires no sets, costumes, 
props, or memorized lines. Performers 
bring the text alive by using voice, 
facial expressions, and some gestures. 
Regular Reader’s Choice nights: Can 
be play, poetry, story, essay, your own 
writing. FREE; 2nd & 4th Tue; 7p, 
Occidental Center for the Arts, 3850 
Doris Murphy Court, Occidental, 707-
829-2176, occidentalcenterforthearts.
org/, joanjustjoan@hotmail.com

Performing Arts - Dance
Dec 5 ~ So You Think You Can Dance - 

presents its best dancers of 2018.. $55, 8p 
Luther Burbank Center for the Arts, 50 
Mark West Springs Road, Santa Rosa, 
707-546-3600, lutherburbankcenter.
org/event/so-you-think-you-can-
dance/

Dec 7 ~ Pasajera an evening of 
Flamenco. Flamenco dancer, 
Savannah Fuentes brings her latest 
show to the Sonoma Community 
Center. $20, VIP $34, child $8, student 
$15, 8 - 9:30p, Sonoma Community 
Center, 276 East Napa Street, Sonoma, 
206-409-2161, brownpapertickets.com/
event/3899050

Dec 7 ~ Posada Navidena - Traditional 
processional and Mexican holiday 
songs from Ballet Folklorico de 
Sacramento. $10.00 Adults $5.00 
Children, 7 p Luther Burbank Center for 
the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs Road, 
Santa Rosa, lutherburbankcenter.org/
event/posada-navidena/

Dec 18 ~ Moscow Ballet’s Great Russian 
Nutcracker - Celebrate this Christmas 
with the one and only Moscow Ballet’s 
Great Russian Nutcracker! $34.00, 7p 
Luther Burbank Center for the Arts, 50 
Mark West Springs Road, Santa Rosa, 
707-546-3600, lutherburbankcenter.
org/event/moscow-ballets-great-
russian-nutcracker-2018/

Festive Live Theater at Spreckels Performing 
Arts Center, 5409 Snyder Lane, Rohnert Park, (707) 588-3400

Inspired by Beatrix 
Potter’s classic tale, ‘The 
Tailor of Gloucester’ 
is a heartwarming 
light operetta with 
mischievous animals and 
joyful spirit. “The story 
has the universal appeal 
of kindness” music 
director and composer 
Janis Dunson Wilson 
explains. While working 
on the mayor’s elaborate 
cherry silk wedding coat, 
the tailor finds himself 
overwhelmed by bustling 
mice who are planning 

a marriage of their own, the village children, and the antics of his cat. Wilson 
assures that the production “is great fun” with “delightful twists” in Marcy 
Telles’ adaptation.

Loosely set in the Georgian period, with sets and costumes based on Beatrix 
Potter’s watercolor illustrations, which designer Elizabeth Bazzano calls 
“beautiful pieces of artwork in their own right” the smaller Spreckels theater 
has been transformed into the tailor’s workshop. Props are constructed to be 
proportional to the creature—for example an oversized needle for a mouse to 
hold. Don’t miss this charming musical by local creators Marcy Telles (book 
and lyrics) and Janis Dunson Wilson (music).
‘The Tailor of Gloucester’ Spreckels 
Theatre Company • Bette Condiotti 
Experimental Theatre  through Dec. 16  • Fri/Sat 
at 7:p, Sun at 1p • Dec. 13 at 7p, Dec. 8 & 15 at 1p. 
Gen.l $36, Children $18, Senior 62+ $34, Student 
$30 spreckelsonline.com

From breathtaking music by Pyotr Ilyich 
Tchaikovsky to magical visions of graceful 
dancers and falling snow, ‘The Nutcracker’ has 
reached iconic status as a holiday tradition. 
Santa Rosa Dance Theater compares it to ‘Swan 
Lake’ as a truly classical ballet, and ensures that 
the presentation pays homage to that origin, 
from elegant tutus “all the way down to how 
each dancer ties her pointe shoe ribbons.” Guest 
artist Rupert Edwards of Houston Ballet and 
Tulsa Ballet will be portraying the courageous 
Nutcracker prince.

Musicality is a key performance component. 
The discipline and commitment required of 
classical dancers is considerable. “The body takes 
a long time to learn and perfect the movements of ballet” Artistic Director 
Joshua Trader comments regarding the complex patterns of the Russian 
Teacakes choreography. “Anything physical is meant to be done slowly and 
consistently.” The result of Santa Rosa Dance Theater’s patience and careful 
molding of young talent is a spectacular visual feast in “The Nutcracker” at 
Spreckels that is entertaining for the whole family.

‘The Nutcracker’ Santa Rosa Dance Theater • Nellie W. Codding Theater 
• Dec. 14 - 16. • Fri at 7p; Sat at 2p and 7p; Sun at 2p. General $30, Children $25, 
Senior 65+ $28 santarosadancetheater.com

Photo by Cynthia Glassell

Craig Bainbridge (Tailor), Zane Walters (Simpkin) and 
Mario Herrera (Gordo). Photo by Jennifer Griego.
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thru Dec 20 ~ Montgomery Village 
Concerts. FREE, Montgomery Village, 
911 Village Ct., Santa Rosa, 707-545-
3844 

thru Dec 27 ~ R and B Music Jams 
~ Sebastopol Grange - Every 
Thursday, at 7p at the Grange unless 
it is otherwise booked. Call Peter, 829-
9052, to confirm location. FREE, 7p, 
Sebastopol Grange, 6000 Sebastopol 
Avenue, Hwy 12, Sebastopol, 707-829-
9052, Peter, sebastopolgrange.org

thru Dec 24 ~ Bluegrass Jam ~ Sebastopol 
Grange - Bluegrass Jam every 2nd and 
4th Mon at 7 pm at the Grange unless 
it is otherwise booked. Call Peter, 829-
9052, to confirm location. FREE, 7p, 
Sebastopol Grange, 6000 Sebastopol 
Avenue, Hwy 12, Sebastopol, 
sebastopolgrange.org

thru Dec 8 ~ Blues Night, Second 
Saturdays $5, 7:30p - 9:30p, Cloverdale 
Art Alliance, Gallery, 204 North 
Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale, 
707-894-4410, David Garland, 
cloverdalemusicworkshop.com

Nov 29 ~ Ricky Ray - Blues/Southern 
Roadhouse Rock, Free, 5p - 8p, 
Bluewater Bistro, 21301 Heron Dr., 
Bodega Bay, 707-875-3513

Nov 29 ~ Ricky Ray - Blues/Southern 
Roadhouse Rock, Free, 5p - 8p, 
Bluewater Bistro, 21301 Heron Dr., 
Bodega Bay, 707-875-3513

Nov 30 - Dec 1 ~ SRSC Chorus Tribute 
to Leonard Bernstein - Santa 
Rosa Symphonic Chorus Concert, 
“Happy 100th Birthday to Leonard 
Berstein - An American Icon”. $20, 
11/30 7:30p, 12/1 3p, Glaser Center, 
547 Mendocino Ave, Santa Rosa, 
santarosasymphonicchorus.com

Nov 30 ~ eNegative Band LIVE! 
Come get some sexy rock on with 
eNegative!!! Live, NO COVER! Free, 
8p - 11p, 2 Tread Brewing Company, 
1018 Santa Rosa Plaza, Santa 
Rosa, 707-327-2822, facebook.com/
events/250574235606273/

Nov 30 - Dec 2 ~ Broadway Holiday 
Spectacular. New holiday celebration 
for all ages, with performers from 
award-winning Broadway shows. 
11/30 7:30p $39.00, 12/1 2p & 7p $39. 
12/2 2p $39., Luther Burbank Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs 
Road, Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, 
lutherburbankcenter.org/event/
transcendences-broadway-holiday-
spectacular/2018-11-30/

Dec 1 - Dec 3 ~ Viva Italia - Santa 
Rosa Sympony - Rossini’s William 
Tell, Vivaldi’s Gloria and Nokuthula 
Ngwenyama plays viola for Harold in 
Italy.   Tickets start at $24, Sat & Mon 
evening performances 7:30p, Sun 3p, 
Green Music Center, 1801 E Cotati 
Ave, Rohnert Park, 707-546-8742, 
srsymphony.org/EventDetail/136, 
tickets@srsymphony.org

Dec 2 ~ Out of the Fire Benefit Concert 
& Silent Auction. Legendary Sonoma 
County musicians. All proceeds go 
to The Out of the Fire Benefit Trust 
Fund. $10 Advance, $15 @ Door, 1:00p 
- 7:00p, Sally Tomatoe, 1100 Valley 
House Drive, Rohnert Park, eventbrite.
com/e/out-of-the-fire-benefit-concert-
silent-auction-tickets-51321407712

Dec 3 ~ Big Bad Voodoo Daddy Holiday 
Party. Spirited “Wild and Swingin’ 
Holiday Party” has become an eagerly 
anticipated annual family event. $35, 8p 
Luther Burbank Center for the Arts, 50 
Mark West Springs Road, Santa Rosa, 
707-546-3600, lutherburbankcenter.
org/event/big-bad-voodoo-daddy/

Dec 4 ~ LeAnn Rimes Christmas Tour 
with Barry Zito - internationally 
acclaimed multi-platinum singer, sings 
holiday classics. $49., 7:30p Luther 
Burbank Center for the Arts, 50 Mark 
West Springs Road, Santa Rosa, 707-
546-3600, lutherburbankcenter.org/
event/leann-rimes-christmas-tour/

Dec 7 ~ Four Shillings Short - A Celtic 
Winter Concert - Christy & Aodh 
Og of the Celtic, Folk & World music 
duo Four Shillings Short. Main Street 
Bistro, 16280 Main St, Guerneville. 
INFO: 707-869-0501, mainststation.
com

Dec 4 ~ Analy High School Bands and 
Orchestra 2018 Winter Concert. Kick 
off your holiday with music from all 
four Analy ensembles: Concert Band, 
Symphonic Band, Orchestra and Jazz 
Band. Come and enjoy concert band 
music, classical orchestra music and 
a little jazz – these are special student 
performances. It will be a night to 
remember. $7 at the door. Children 
under 6 are free. 6:30 PM at the Analy 
High School Theatre, 6950 Analy Ave, 
Sebastopol INFO: 707-824-2337

Dec 8 ~ The Grain w/ The King Street 
Giants & The Big Fit - a balance of 
well crafted original songs and classic 
cover tunes. $14-$18, 8:30p Mystic 
Theatre, 23 Petaluma Blvd. North, 
Petaluma, mystictheatre.tunestub.
com/event.cfm?cart&id=286303

Dec 9 ~ The Slackers w/ The Aggrolites 
& Viernes 13 -  one of the most notable 
bands to emerge out of NYC Ska revival 
scene of the 1990s. $18, 8:30pMystic 
Theatre, 23 Petaluma Blvd. North, 
Petaluma, mystictheatre.tunestub.
com/event.cfm?cart&id=286655

Dec 11 ~ Tony Bennett - “We aren’t 
likely to see a recording career like 
this again.” — The New York Times 
$89, 7:30pLuther Burbank Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs 
Road, Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600, 
lutherburbankcenter.org/event/tony-
bennett

Since their debut in 2006, Oakland, California’s Howlin Rain has seen as 
many highs, lows, and wild adventures as any great American rock band. Led 
by singer/guitarist/lead howler Ethan Miller (co-founder of blistering psych 
rockers Comets On Fire), they’ve performed 
to worldwide audiences, enlisted a megastar 
producer and label, moved on from said 
megastar producer and label, and ultimately 
embraced a DIY spirit.

With their new LP The Alligator Bride, 
Miller’s merry band of pranksters deliver 
their fifth full-length set of swampy, 
ragged, and unapologetic rock ’n roll. “The 
guiding principle for The Alligator Bride 
was to create ‘Neal Cassady Rock,’” says 
Miller. “Which is to say, high energy, 
good-times adventure music, driving the 
hippie bus, shirtless and stoned, up for 
four days straight, and extremely fuzzy 
around the edges.” 

It’s their first release on Silver Current 
Records, the artist-run label owned by 
Miller, who carefully oversees all curation, 
recording, graphic design, and distribution. 
The Alligator Bride is gleefully indebted to 
classic rock. 

Tracked over three days by Eric “King 
Riff” Bauer at the Mansion in San Francisco, 
The Alligator Bride is the sound of a full 
band playing live to tape, cutting the 
material in first and second takes. 

Miller attributes the magic to the vibe of the Mansion studio, the same space 
that gave birth to modern garage-psych classics by Ty Segall, Thee Oh Sees, 
and Mikal Cronin. From the first notes of opening track “Rainbow Trout,” 
Miller’s guitar choogles out an inescapable riff, a sly reference to the sky spirits 
of Norman Greenbaum and ZZ Top. The riff – that riff! – unabashedly grounds 
The Alligator Bride in the classics, but reaches for the stars. 

Daniel Cervantes’ bottleneck slide guitar eases into place along with 
Miller’s tuneful-yet-ravaged lead vocals, followed by Jeff McElroy’s bass and 
Justin Smith’s charging drums. Title track “Alligator Bride” soon crashes the 
gates like Crazy Horse in all their ragged glory, telling a carnivalesque tale of 
American splendor, a parade of creatures across time and space. 

And final track “Coming Down” slow-burns its way through eight minutes 
of indestructible twin guitars, blazing to a heroic, acid-damaged finish.“We’re 
in a vortex of futuristic events,” ruminates Miller. “At this present moment, 
we can still remember the way the train whistle sounded in the middle of 
the night, rolling through the dark on the outskirts of town. An old America 
before we walked on the moon, before TV, cell phones, and the internet. The 
song (and perhaps the entire album) ‘Alligator Bride’ is about standing in the 
eye of that tornado of time – between the past and the present – in America.” 

It’s a fitting vision for the band: torn between eras, an epic perspective on 
what’s come before and what lies ahead, woven into a cosmic tapestry of 
riffs, rhymes, and resonant frequencies. Whiskerman: Lush instrumentation 
combined with front man Graham Patzner’s profound lyricism and 
unflinching delivery culminate in a sound that is soulful, mythical, and raw. 

Howlin Rain @ The Mystic

Saturday, Dec 29 @ 8:30 PM (Doors open at 7:30 PM) 
Tickets: $15. - $18.Restrictions: 21 & over 

Mystic Theatre, 23 Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma
http://mystictheatre.tunestub.com/event.cfm?cart&id=288055
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Musical Instrument Library ~ Sebastopol Farmer’s Market - Town Square 
Dec 2, Dec 9, Dec 16, Dec 23, Dec 30- Musical instruments from all over the world to 
try, fall in love with, and check out to take one home. Think of a library. Now imag-
ine that in the place of walls lined with books, rooms dedicated to different literary 
genres and all subjects of research, that the walls were instead lined with instru-
ments. FREE to explore, $20 monthly suggested donation for library card; 10-1:30p, 
Sebastopol Farmer’s Market, 6908 Weeks Way, Sebastopol, 707-889-5199, Jason Cool, 
musicalinstrumentlibrary.com/home.html, jasoncoolips@gmail.com

HOLIDAY MUSIC
Nov 30 - Dec 8 ~ The Occidental 

Community Choir: Local Yokels 
Love Our Vocals! - at OCA Directress 
Sarah Saulsbury will lead our now 
51-member ensemble through a trip 
down memory lane. Adults $15, Kids 
12 and under Free, Fri & Sat 8p, Sun 
3p, Occidental Center for the Arts, 
3850 Doris Murphy Court, Occidental, 
occidentalchoir.org/tickets

Dec 15 ~ Guitar Virtuoso Peppino 
D’Agostino. Renowned acoustic 
guitarist redefining the boundaries 
of the acoustic guitar. $25 advance 
/ $28 at the door, 7:00pOccidental 
Center for the Arts, 3850 Doris 
Murphy Ct, Occidental, 707-874-9392, 
occidentalcenterforthearts.org/

Dec 15 ~ Poor Man’s Whiskey - Northern 
California’s outlaw music bards bring a 
reputation for high-energy live shows. 
$20 advance, $22 @door, 8:30pMystic 
Theatre, 23 Petaluma Blvd. North, 
Petaluma, mystictheatre.tunestub.
com/event.cfm?cart&id=286213

Dec 20 ~ Americana Night with Foxes 
in the Henhouse - Winners of the 
NORBAY Award for Best Acoustic-
Folk Band. $15 Member, $20 Non-
Members, 7:00pCloverdale Arts 
Alliance, 204 N Cloverdale Blvd, 
Cloverdale, cloverdaleartsalliance.
org/americana-night/

Dec 22 ~ The Soul Section w/ DJ 
Rise  - The Soul Section is a Bay 
Area musical collective with it’s 
primary focus on funk and soul 
music. $15-$18, 8:30pMystic Theatre, 
23 Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma, 
mystictheatre.tunestub.com/event.
cfm?cart&id=287867

Dec 29 ~ Howlin Rain w/ Whiskerman. 
Led by singer/guitarist/lead howler 
Ethan Miller with their new LP The 
Alligator Bride, Miller’s merry band 
of pranksters deliver their fifth full-
length set of swampy, ragged, and 
unapologetic rock ’n roll. $15 advance, 
$18 @door, 8:30p, Mystic Theatre, 23 
Petaluma Blvd. North, Petaluma, 
mystictheatre.tunestub.com/event.
cfm?cart&id=288055 

Dec 2 ~ An English Holiday ~ includes 
works by Handel, Holst, Vaughan-
Williams, Coleridge-Taylor, Elgar & 
Jacob. $10 at door, Donations welcome, 
4p Church of the Incarnation, 550 
Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa

Dec 2 ~ Healdsburg Chorus Holiday 
Concert - Festive, Family, Fun - In Santa 
Rosa Get in the holiday spirit with 
music! Join the Healdsburg Chorus for 
“Festive, Family, Fun!”  $15. 3p Glaser 
Center, 547 Menocino Avenue, Santa 
Rosa, healdsburgchorus.com

Dec 8 ~ Sing-A-Long Messiah. The joy 
and wonder of Handel’s Messiah sung 
with 4 fabulous soloists and wondrous 
chamber musicians. $6/person or 
$15/family, 2p Sebastopol United 
Methodist Church, 500 No. Main St., 
Sebastopol, sebarts.org/sca-events/

Dec 9 ~ The Occidental Community 
Choir: Local Yokels Love Our Vocals! 
- at Glaser Center Directress Sarah 
Saulsbury leads  51-member ensemble 
through a trip down memory lane. 
Adults $15, Kids 12 and under Free, 
Fri & Sat 8p, Sun 3p, Glaser Center, 
547 Mendocino Avenue, Santa Rosa, 
occidentalchoir.org/tickets

Dec 13 ~ Holiday Choral Concert - 
with the “Silver Singers!” Free, 11:00 
AM - 12p, Steele Lane Community 
Center, 415 Steele Lane, Santa 
Rosa, 707-543-3282, facebook.com/
events/406971726451612/

Dec 16 ~ Pops Symphony Holiday Series. 
music from best-loved seasonal movies 
of all time. $37, 3pLuther Burbank 
Center for the Arts, 50 Mark West 
Springs Road, Santa Rosa, 707-546-
3600, lutherburbankcenter.org/event/
carlton-senior-living-symphony-pops-
holiday-soundtracks/

Dec 16 ~ The Old World Carolers in 
concert: Fun & Games. A cappella 
concert of upbeat traditional European 
carols, with singalongs. Benefits locals 
in need. $10 adults, kids free, 3 - 4p, 
Sebastopol United Methodist Church, 
500 N. Main St., Sebastopol, 707-823-
7971, traditionalfun.org

Dec 22 ~ Brian Wilson - The Christmas 
Album. Brian Wilson performs the 
Beach Boys Christmas Album in its 
entirety. $79.00, 8:00pLuther Burbank 
Center for the Arts, 50 Mark West 
Springs Rd, Santa Rosa, 707-546-3600

POST your EVENTS online all month @  
SonomaCountyGazette.com    TAB: Submit and Artice/Event
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Continuing Shows
thru Nov 29 ~ The Sacred and the 

Profane: Mask as Performance and 
Art. Eli Renteria. Free, Mon-Thu 
10a-4p, Jesse Peter Museum at SRJC, 
Bussman Hall, Santa Rosa, museum.
santarosa.edu/sacred-and-profane

thru Nov 30 ~ A Sense of Place - 
Artwork by local artists, depicting 
Sonoma County, past and present. 
FREE, Wed-Sun, 11-4p, Healdsburg 
Museum and Historical Society, 221 
Matheson St., Healdsburg, 707-431-
3325, healdsburgmuseum.org/events

thru Dec 2 ~ From Clayton to Graton Art 
Exhibition Featuring Rik Olson & Fred 
Kling. Two friends from the first grade 
showing their Art together. Graton 
Gallery, 9048 Graton Rd, Graton, 707-
829-8912, gratongallery.net

thru Dec 2 ~ Reverberations - A Visual 
Conversation - Exhibition An 
exhibition of exquisite fine art selected 
from private collections in Sonoma 
County. Free, Tues-Fri, 10am to 4pm, 
Sat & Sun 12pm to 5pm, Sebastopol 
Center for the Arts, 282 S. High Street, 
Sebastopol, sebarts.org/reverberations

thru  Dec 3 ~ The World According to 
Sally - Charles Schulz Museum - 
Explores and celebrates the opinions, 
foibles, philosophies, and relationships 
of Peanuts’ characters. Charles M. 
Schulz Museum and Research Center, 
2301 Hardies Ln., Santa Rosa, 707-579-
4452, schulzmuseum.org 

thru Dec 3 ~ Arts Guild of Sonoma 
- November Exhibition. Featured 
Artist Donna Broder: “I enjoy making 
abstract art in different mediums, 
particularly printmaking.” Free, 11a-
5p, Fri & Sat 10a-6p, Closed Tues, 
Arts Guild of Sonoma, 140 East 
Napa Street, Sonoma, 707-996-3115, 
artsguildofsonoma.org

thru Dec 6 ~ Recovart Exhibition 1 in 5 
Americans suffers from mental health 
challenges. Art is a vehicle for our 
recovery. Free, M-F, 8a-6p. Sat 9a-11a, 
Finley Community Center, 2060 W. 
College Ave, Santa Rosa, 707-543-3737

thru Dec 23 ~ A Story of Civic Progress 
and Pride - Exhibition Dedicated 
to Lucy Kortum and to her role in 
preserving California’s Carnegie 
Libraries. Free, 5 - 8p, Petaluma 
Museum, 20 4th St, Petaluma, 
petalumamuseum.com 

thru Dec 29 ~ Gualala Salon and Salon 
des Refusés. The largest number of 
entries of open call shows filling the 
Burnett Gallery & Elaine Jacob Foyer. 
Free, M-F 10a-4p, Gualala Arts Center, 
46501 Old State Highway, Gualala, 
gualalaarts.org/2018/11/2018-gualala-
salon-and-salon-des-refuses/

thru Dec 30 ~ Cosmic Wonders 
Exhibition. Drawings & photographs 
featuring local & nationally-known 
artists conveying the wonder of 
the cosmos. Free, 3 - 5p, Bolinas 
Museum, 48 Wharf Road, Bolinas, 
bolinasmuseum.org/gallery-item/
cosmic-wonders-moon-stars-space-2/

thru Dec 30 ~ Handcrafted Art at 
Upstairs Art Gallery. Jewelry, fused 
glass, pottery, small art and more. Free, 
Daily 11a-6p, Upstairs Art Gallery, 306 
Center Street, Healdsburg, 707-431-
4214, upstairsartgallery.net/featured-
artist--events.html

thru Jan 6 ~ Henry White Late Fall 
Exhibition at Riverfront Art Gallery. 
Henry’s original oil paintings will 
be in the Late Fall Exhibition. Free, 
Riverfront Art Gallery, 132 Petaluma 
Blvd North, Petaluma, 707-775-4278, 
riverfrontartgallery.com 

thru Jan 27 ~ From the Fire - A 
Community Reflects and Rebuild. 
Commemorates the firestorm that 
devastated Sonoma County. Adults 
$10, Students & Seniors $7, Members 
FREE, Museums of Sonoma County, 
425 Seventh Street, Santa Rosa, 
museumsc.org/from-the-fire-a-
community-reflects-and-rebuilds

Ongoing ~ SculptureWalk at Jack 
London Village - View outdoor 
sculptures throughout the grounds, in 
addition to indoor space. Jack London 
Village, 14301 Arnold Dr., Glen Ellen, 
707-933-1300, sculpturesite.com

VISUAL ARTS cont’d on page 67

By Date
Dec 1 ~ Peace on Earth Art Party. ArtStart 

Santa Rosa’s annual fund raiser and 
art sale; art made by ArtStart Artists 
and Apprentices. FREE, 12 - 4p, 461 
Sebastopol Ave, Santa Rosa, 707-546-
2345, artstart.us, info@artstart.us

Dec 1 - Jan 11 ~ From the Russian River to 
Santa Fe - Exhibition Featuring colorist 
Mary Silverwood (1932-2011). Works 
by Carolyn Lord and Lucy Martin also 
featured. Free, Tues-Sat 11a-5p, Calabi 
Gallery, 456 Tenth Street, Santa Rosa, 
707-781-7070, calabigallery.com 

Dec 3 - Feb 2 ~ Reflections from Earth 
and Sky - Featuring 3 member artists: 
jeweler Joann Lustig, ceramicist Chris 
Boyd & painter Paula Matzinger. Free, 
11a-6p daily, Sebastopol Gallery, 150 
North Main Street, Sebastopol, 707-
829-7200, sebastopol-gallery.com

Dec 3 - Dec 31 ~ Michelle K. Irwin - 
Watercolor Paintings and Photography. 
Free, Daily 6a-6p, Coffee Bazaar, 14045 
Armstrong Woods Road, Guerneville

Dec 4 - Jan 6 ~ Abstract - new work from 
Susan Proehl at Graton Gallery - 
Exhibition. with Guest Artists Barbara 
Regan, Connie Robeson, Cynthia 
Sumner, Catherine Walters. Tues-Sat 
10:30a-5p, Sun 10:30a-4p, 2 - 5p, Graton 
Gallery, 9048 Graton Rd, Graton, 707-
829-8912, gratongallery.net

Regionally known for his North Bay (especially Sonoma County) landscapes, 
Lance Kuehne traditionally offers portraits of the place we live in and love.  

However, this show strays a bit from the norm.  It is incredibly diverse, with 
subjects ranging from the 2017 eclipse photographed in Oregon to fallen leaves 
on water, from Napa’s Paris-like gargoyles to the Golden Gate and Bay bridges.  
But not to worry—more characteristic landscapes are on view as well.  

His Solstice-Twilight, 
catching just the top of a 
Golden Gate bridge tower 
with its line-and-form 
simplicity, edges very close 
to abstraction.  Lance’s 
capacity for the unusual 
perspective augments this 
show along with his great 
eye for landscapes.

“My show features a few 
of my most recent works. 
It centers around the 
time I was a high school 

teacher, which slowed me down, but didn’t stop my photographing. I am still 
thousands of pictures behind on editing.  The photographs in the show were 
taken between late 2015 and early 2017.  Each image was either printed for the 
first time while I was a teacher or was photographed while I was a teacher.”  

As Riverfront’s co-owner, Lance invites the community to the gallery, 
especially for the Second Saturday reception on December 8, from 5:00 to 8:00.  
He will be happy to tell tales about each image.  He also points out that in 
addition to photographs and paintings of all sizes, the gallery offers a variety 
of three-dimensional works, all great Holiday gift options.

The Late Fall Show runs through January 6 
Riverfront Art Gallery, 132 Petaluma Blvd., Petaluma. Closed Mon. & Tues.  
riverfrontartgallery.com.  

Lance Kuehne: New Works
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Thru Jan 7 ~ National Arts Program ~ 

provides local artists of all ages with 
a forum to showcase their artistic 
accomplishments and encourages 
artistic growth through scholarships 
and awards. Open to all City of 
Santa Rosa residents, City employees 
and relatives of City employees. 
Registration ends January 7; limited 
to the first 200 entries. Apply 
online at: nationalartsprogram.org/
santarosa. Registration brochures 
are also available at the Finley and 
Steele Lane Community Centers. No 
fee to enter and artists of all ages, 
backgrounds and levels of experience 
are encouraged to participate. Prizes 
include art supply gift certificates 
and cash awards (totaling $3,450) by 
age and classifications.    Best of Show 
award of $400 and a Continuing Art 
Education scholarship valued at $200. 
Every artist will receive a certificate of 
participation. The exhibition will take 
place February 4 – March 29, 2019 at 
the Finley Community Center, with 
an Awards Ceremony and Reception 
on Sunday, March 3, from 3-5pm. 
Finley Community Center is located at 
2060 W. College Avenue in Santa Rosa. 
Monday-Friday 8a - 6p. INFO:  Jessica 
Rasmussen (707) 543-4674

Thru Dec 5 ~ Intake artwork 
submissions from Members of 
the Sebastopol Center for the Arts 
Members’ show 2018 (December 7, 
2018 - January 4, 2019).  Reception 
December 7, 6-7:30p. Free, 3p - 6p, 
Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 282 S. 
High St, Sebastopol, sebarts.org

Dec 10 ~ Intake artwork submissions 
for a figurative exhibition “Go 
Figure” at Sebastopol Center for the 
Arts. Show: “Go figure” (January 
11 - February 17, 2019) Free, 3 - 6p, 
Sebastopol Center for the Arts, 282 S. 
High Street, Sebastopol, sebarts.org/

Jan 21 ~ The word “Animalia” evokes 
images of all animals; birds, bugs, 
reptiles, furry friends and pets, fish 
and fowl. It brings to mind all the wild 
and wonderful ways that “Animalia” 
have been an integral and essential 
part our human experience….
archetypal animals, totemic animals, 
whimsical and sacred, silly and wise. 
Since the beginning humans have 
depended on animals for survival but 
have also relied on and trusted them 
as muses, guides and teachers. They 
endlessly inspire us with their beauty 
and teach us about how to be in this 
world. This show is open to artists in 
all media who honor our Animalia 
family. Exhibition Dates: March 2 – 
April 14, 2019 Opening Reception: 
Saturday, March 2, 5:00 to 7:00 PM  
Closing Tea & Artist Salon: Sunday, 
April 14, 11:00AM to 5:00PM 
Submission deadline: January 
21, 2019. Direct questions to 
Sue Sweet 707-367-067, https://
healdsburgcenterforthearts.org/artist-
opportunities/calls-for-artist/
Delivery of Work: Feb 25 & 26

Artist Receptions
Dec 1 ~ From the Russian River to Santa Fe - Opening Reception. Featuring 

colorist Mary Silverwood (1932-2011). Works by Carolyn Lord and Lucy Martin 
also featured. Free, Tues-Sat 11a-5p, 4:00p - 8:00p, Calabi Gallery, 456 Tenth 
Street, Santa Rosa, 707-781-7070, calabigallery.com/

Dec 7 ~ Members Show Opening Reception. Experience the breadth of talent 
and creativity amongst fellow SCA members! Free, 6:00p - 7:30p, Sebastopol 
Center for the Arts, 282 S. High Street, Sebastopol, sebarts.org/sca-events/

Dec 7 ~ Michelle K. Irwin - Artist Reception- 1st Friday Art Walk. Watercolor 
Paintings and Photography. Free, 3:30p - 6:00p, Coffee Bazaar, 14045 
Armstrong Woods Road, Guerneville

Dec 8 ~ Abstract - new work from Susan Proehl at Graton Gallery - Opening 
Reception with Guest Artists Barbara Regan, Connie Robeson, Cynthia Sum-
ner, Catherine Walters. Free, Tues-Sat 10:30a-5p, Sun 10:30a-4p, 2:00p - 5:00p, 
Graton Gallery, 9048 Graton Rd, Graton, 707-829-8912, gratongallery.net

Dec 8 ~ Reflections from Earth and Sky - Featuring 3 member artists: jeweler 
Joann Lustig, ceramicist Chris Boyd & painter Paula Matzinger. Free, 11a-6p 
daily, 4:00p - 6:00p, Sebastopol Gallery, 150 North Main Street, Sebastopol, 707-
829-7200, sebastopol-gallery.com/

Dec 6 ~ Sonoma Art Walk - Stroll the 
Sonoma Plaza...enjoy local music, art, 
poetry and dance. Interact with artists.
Featured artist Jennifer Joyce Ceramic 
Arts. Free, 5:30p - 7:30p, Sonoma, 707-
996-1033, SonomaArtWalk.org, info@
sonomachamber.org

Dec 7 ~ Guerneville Art Walks - Russian 
River Art Gallery - 1st Fridays - Artist 
Receptions, Rotating Art Exhibits, 
Music, Food & Wine Pairings! Art 
Galleries, Open Studios, Merchants 
open til 8p. Members Holiday Show. 
Featured Artist Aaron Poovey. 4-8p, 
Russian River Art Gallery, 16357 Main 
St, Guerneville, 707-869-9099

Dec 7 ~ Santa Rosa Art Walk - 1st Fridays 
- Downtown Santa Rosa art galleries 
and studios are open for the monthly 
event. Participating galleries include 
The Art Trails Gallery at Corricks, 
Annex Gallery, Chroma Gallery, 
Christie Marks Gallery, Studios at 
312 S. A and Backstreet Studios. Free 
musical entertainment in the garden 
behind Chroma Gallery. Check with 
galleries for updates. 5-8p, Santa Rosa

Dec 7 - Jan 4 ~ Members’ Show 2018. 
Experience the breadth of talent 
and creativity amongst fellow SCA 
members! Free, Tue-Fri 10a-4p, Sat & 
Sun 1p- 4p, Sebastopol Center for the 
Arts, 282 S. High Street, Sebastopol, 
sebarts.org/visual-arts/

Dec 8 ~ Petaluma Art Walk - Riverfront 
Art Gallery - 2nd Sat. Painting demos, 
jewelry specials, live entertainment, 
refreshments, great art! Downtown 
Petaluma. 5-8p, Riverfront Art Gallery, 
132 Petaluma Boulevard North, 
Petaluma, riverfrontartgallery.com/
gallery_events.html

Dec 12 ~ Conversations with the Artists - 
features Jewelry and glass arts, perfect 
timing for holiday gifts. Many Sonoma 
County jewelers will be displaying  
and the center will be offering Murano 
Glass Lampshades at bargain prices. 
All purchases made from these 
collections receive a 10% discount. 
Purchases over $100 also receive 2 
complimentary tickets to a performing 
arts event. 3-6p @ Sebastopol Center 
for the Arts, 282 High St, Sebastopol, 
INFO: (707) 829-4797

Dec 21 ~ Open Studio at Fulton Crossing 
~ A modern visual celebration of the 
Beatles journey Former Hollywood 
art director and visual artist, Jeffrey 
Emmerson Davis, has created a 
dynamic exhibit featuring rare and 
iconic images of the fab four. From the 
Silver Beatles to Yellow Submarine, 
Sgt. Pepper, and more, Fulton 
Crossing tenants open their studios 
to show their creative work. The Open 
Studio is intended to foster creativity 
and encourage experimentation in 
an atmosphere of cultural exchange, 
conversation, encouragement, and 
freedom of expression. FREE, 5p - 
8p, Fulton Crossing, 1200 River Rd., 
Fulton, 707-536-3305, fultoncrossing.
com/

POST your EVENTS online all month @  
SonomaCountyGazette.com

TAB: Submit and Artice/Event
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Dec 8 ~ Fort Ross Community Potluck and Holiday Party ~ bring a few hearty 
main dishes to share, such as a side, salad, or dessert for the table. 12pm at Fort 
Ross State Historic Park, 19005 Coast Highway One, in the Auditorium, Jenner. 
INFO: 707-847-3437 

Dec 23 ~ Community Christmas Carol Sing ~ Sing Christmas carols led by the First 
Presbyterian Flute Choir. Dress warmly and bring a flashlight. FREE, 7:30pm at 
Walnut Park, 4th & D Streets, Petaluma. INFO:  707-762-8269, petalumafirst.com

Christmas Caroling

Thru Dec 7 ~ Letters to 
Santa ~ Drop letters at 
yout local Rabobank. 
Include return address, 
including the sender’s 
name to receive a 
response before 
Christmas. Rabobank: 
201 3rd St., Santa Rosa  
or 10 Maple St., Suite 101, 
Sonoma. INFO: 650-520-8560 
or 916-797-8218

Nov 23- Jan 6 ~ A Season 
For 2000 Santas Holiday 
Exhibition - Wayne Padd’s 
Lionel O Scale Model 
Train Village. Healdsburg 
Museum, 221 Matheson St., 
Healdsburg. 707-431-3325 or 
heldsburgmuseim.org.

Dec 1 ~ Fundemonium  
Santa ~ Free treats, crafts, 
and activities. 11am-1pm 
at Fundemonium, 579 
Rohnert Park Expy W., 
Rohnert Park. INFO: 
707-800-4060 or jeane@
fundemoniumtoys.com

Dec 1-16 ~ Photos with Santa and Mrs. 
Claus ~ 11am-3pm at Montgomery 
Village Shopping Center, Village 
Terrace, Santa Rosa. INFO: 707-545-
3844 or  cherie@mvshops.com

Dec 1-2 ~ Santa Paws ~ Pet Photos 
with Santa! Proceeds benefit Canine 
Companions for Independence. 
Dec. 1, 10am-4pm, Dec. 2, 10am-3pm. 
Western Farm Center, 21 West 7th St. 
Santa Rosa. INFO: 707-545-0721 or 
winecountrychapter@cci.org

Dec 1, 8, 15, 22 ~ Breakfast with 
Santa. Come see a large Nutcracker 
collection. 9-11am at 417 Healdsburg 
Ave. Healdsburg. INFO: 707-433-1913 
or www.costeaux.com

Dec 2, 9, 15, 16, 22, 23 ~ Strolling Santa 
at the Outlets ~ 4-6pm at Petaluma 
Village Premium Outlets, 2200 
Petaluma Blvd. N. Petaluma. Free. 707-
778-7452. premiumoutlets.com

Thru Dec 16 ~ Sonoma Valley 
Holiday Gifting Program ~ 
Helping to provide a real 
holiday for those who 
would otherwise go 
without…to help more 
than 2000 residents 
in Sonoma Valley this 
year. INFO: Constance 
Grizzell constance@
svholiday.org 707-931-4114, 
svholiday.org

Thru Dec  14 ~ Rabobank Toys 
for Tots drive ~ Donate new, 
unwrapped toys by placing them in 
drop boxes at Rabobank branches by 
Dec. 14. Sonoma County Rabobank 
addresses: 201 3rd St., Santa Rosa  or 
10 Maple St., Suite 101, Sonoma

Dec 1 ~  Holiday Party Fundraiser 
~ Sonoma Valley Mother’s Club 
and La Luz Center for our annual 
Holiday Party Fundraiser! All 
proceeds from our fundraiser go 
towards educational events and 
support programs. 11am-1pm at 
La Luz Center, 17560 Greger St, 
Sonoma. INFO. 707-938-5131 or 
sharon@laluzcenter.org

Dec 1 ~ Shollenberger Park Arthritis 
Jingle Bell Run ~ 5K race. 

100% of your registration fee 
and fundraising efforts go 
to this great cause. 7:30am-
11am at Shollenberger 
Park, 3880 Cypress Drive, 

Petaluma. INFO. 650-383-
4025 or pbaenen@arthritis.org 

or jbr.org/Petaluma
Dec 1 ~  Toys for Tots Show & 

Shine. Bring an unwrapped new 
toy to the event. See classics cars, and 
take  photos with Santa. 11am-3pm 
at West Coast Automotive, 990 Piner 
Road Santa Rosa. INFO. 707-544-7277 
or Info@wcautomotive.com

Dec 8 ~ Santa Rosa Santa Run ~ 5k 
Run/Walk, Merry Mile then finish 
with cookies, milk and music. Run/
Walk begins at 9am. Register online 
at: santarosasantarun.com $30-
$40, 9am at  Julliard Park, 227 Santa 
Rosa Avenue, Santa Rosa, INFO. 
santarosasantarun.com

Thru Dec 16 ~ Toys for Tots - Drop off 
NEW, Unwrapped Toys at Your Local 
Fire Station & Santa Rosa Memorial 
Park, 1900 Franklin Ave, Santa Rosa

.

Dec 2 ~ Chanukah at 
the River ~ Mega-
Nine-Foot Menorah, 
Fire Juggling, Latkes, 
Chocolate “gelt” Craft, 
Music, Grand Raffle, 
Chanukah Giveaway for 
first 50 Kids! 4:30pm, 100 
Petaluma Blvd N. Water Street 
Promenade, Petaluma. INFO. 707-
559-8585 or www.jewishpetaluma.
com

Dec 2 ~ Hands On Chanukah Family 
Celebration- Photos with David 
the Dreidel, roll Chanukah candles. 
FREE! 11am-1:30pm at Charles M. 
Schulz Museum, 2301 Hardies Ln. 
Santa Rosa. INFO. Carol Appel, 415-
847-2992 or jewishfed.org

Dec 2 ~ Chanukah Festival in 
Montgomery Village ~ live music, 
grand menorah lighting, hot latkes, 
gelt, dreidels, and more! FREE, 4pm 
at Montgomery Village - Village, 915 
Village Court, Santa Rosa. INFO. 707-
577-0277 or jewishsonoma.com

Dec 3 ~ Healdsburg Chanukah 
Festival ~ music, menorah 
lighting, hot latkes, gelt, 
dreidels, & more! FREE, 
5pm, Oakville Grocery,, 
124 W Matheson, 
Healdsburg, INFO: 

jewishsonoma.com
Dec 5 ~ Sonoma Chanukah 

Festival ~  live music, grand 
menorah lighting, hot latkes, gelt, 
dreidels, and more! FREE, 5pm 
Sonoma Plaza, 453 1st St E, Sonoma. 
INFO. 707-577-0277 or jewishsonoma.
com

Dec 9 ~ Chanukah Masterchef & 
Adult Social ~ 6pm at Chabad 
Jewish Center, 205 Keller St. #101, 
Petaluma. INFO 707-559-8585 or 
www.jewishpetaluma.com

Dec 9 ~ Ultimate Chanukah Cookoff 
~ Teams will face off for the best 
latkes. Jewish Petaluma ‘foodies’ 
will be judging! 7pm at Water Street 
Promenade, 100 Petaluma Blvd N. 
Petaluma. INFO. 707-559-8585

Dec 9 ~ Ramekins Brunch With 
Santa. Scrumptious brunch, kids 
Christmas workshop, cookie 

decorating and crafts. Plus, 
photos with Santa.  Price: 
$25-65. 10am or 12:30pm 

at Ramekins Culinary 
School, 450 W Spain 
Street, Sonoma. INFO: 
707-933-0450

Dec 15 ~ Breakfast with 
Santa ~ Eggs, sausage, 
pancakes, hot cocoa or 
coffee. Kids crafts, Santa 
and Mrs. Claus $12 per 
person. 9-12pm at Cotati 
Room, behind Cotati City 
Hall - 201 West Sierra Ave, 
Cotati. INFO: 707-665-4222 
- cotaticity.org.
Dec 15 ~ Open Cockpit & 
Santa Fly-In ~ Santa Claus 

flies in on a helicopter to 
greet all the kids. Get up close 

to selected aircraft and look 
inside. Free, 10am-4pm, 
Pacific Coast Air Museum, 

One Air Museum Way, 
Santa Rosa. INFO: 707-575-7900 or 
pacificcoastairmuseum.org

Dec 15 ~ Santa Paws at Hotel Petaluma 
~ Photos with Santa and Petaluma 
Puppers!  Dogs on leash only! 
Photos on Facebook for easy sharing. 
11am-3pm at Hotel Petaluma, 205 
Kentucky Street, Petaluma. 707-559-
3393

Dec 16 ~ Christmas With Santa ~ 
Meet Santa and take your holiday 
photos. 1-3pm at Little Vineyards 
Family Winery 15188 Sonoma Hwy, 
Glen Ellen. INFO. 707-996-2750 or 
winery@littlevineyards.com

Dec 18 ~ Santa is coming to the 
Farmers’ Market ~ Santa will be at 
the market handing out candy canes. 
11am-1pm at Petaluma East Side 
Farmers’ Market, 320 N. McDowell 
Blvd. Petaluma. INFO. 415-999-5635 
or communityfarmersmarkets.com 
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Nov 29 ~ Guerneville Tree lighting 
Ceremony ~  5pm on the Guerneville 
Plaza. Holiday Extravaganza 
starts at 4:00 pm INFO. Downtown 
Guerneville on Main Street. INFO. 
707-869-9000 or russianriver.com 

Dec 1 ~ Traditional Healdsburg Tree 
Lighting Ceremony. This ceremony 
is to signify the start of the Christmas 
season. Free. 5pm at Healdsburg Ave 
& Matheson St, Healdsburg. INFO. 
info@healdsburg.com

Dec 1 ~ 100- year old historic sycamore 
tree spectacular “light show”. 
Complimentary hot cocoa and 
spiced cider. fund-raising campaign 
benefitting Michael Franti’s “Do It 
For Love.” 5pm. Fairmont Sonoma 
Mission Inn & Spa, 100 Boyes Blvd, 
Sonoma. INFO. 707-938-9000 or 800-
257-7544  or fairmont.com/sonoma

Dec 1-31 ~ City of Lights Driving 
Tour ~ Self-guided tour of decorated 
homes and businesses throughout 
Petaluma. Vote for your favorite to 
choose the “People’s Choice Award” 
winner.5-10pm in Petaluma. INFO. 
www.visitpetaluma.com

Dec 6 ~ Sebastopol Holiday Tree 
Lighting ~ Chamber of Commerce 
annual tree lighting, caroling, snacks 
& kids crafts. Santa will arrive. 
Sebastopol Strings Academy, and Bjia 

& Lighthouse Children’s Choirs  6:30-
7p. Free, 5-8p, Sebastopol Town Plaza, 
707-823-3032, INFO. cca.sebastopol.org 
or info@sebastopol.org

Dec 6 ~ Windsor Tree lightning ~ Watch 
the tree light up and take some photos 
with Santa. 5-8pm at Windsor Town 
Green, 701 McClelland Drive, Windsor. 
INFO. 707-838-1000 or 707-838-5942

Dec 7 ~ Winter Festival & Holiday Tree 
Lighting ~ Gingerbread “people” 
decorating in the Plaza, live music, 
vendors with homemade wares, 
carolers, holiday open houses at 
downtown businesses. 3-8pm at 
Downtown Cloverdale, Plaza and 
Cloverdale Blvd. INFO. 707-894-4470 
or www.cloverdalechamber.com

Dec 7 ~ Holiday Tree Lighting ~ Food, 
craft vendors, horse and carriage and 
trackless train rides, music, free coffee, 
hot cocoa, and cookies, and more! 
4-8pm at LaPlaza Park Old Redwood 
Highway, Cotati. INFO. 707-665-4222 
or email awilson@cotaticity.org.

Dec 16 ~ Penngrove Holiday Parade of 
Lights ~ Glammed up tractor trailers, 
farm vehicles, and decorated farm 
tractors covered in lights. It will be 
fun for the whole family. Please show 
up an hour early at the park. 6-7pm at 
Main Street, Penngrove. NFO. 707-794-
1516 or email mrsjjava@hotmail.com

Sonoma County families can turn to charities, schools, and government agencies 
among other places for assistance at the holidays. What may be provided to income 
qualified families ranges from toys to games, food, and hot meals, with some 
seniors or the disabled able to have items delivered to them.

The goal is to reach out and provide Holiday assistance to less fortunate families. 
Even if it is just one toy and a small meal, the goal is to help as many children and 
others as possible. These non-profits in Sonoma County do rely on donations from 
the local citizens  and local businesses, so please give back whenever possible.

Call an agency to apply for help. First come - first served basis.

Salvation Army Santa Rosa Corps, 93 Stony Circle, Santa Rosa - 707-
542-0981. Families with children under the age of 15 can apply for Adopt a Family. 
Presents, meals, small toys, and more is provided in Sonoma County. There may 
also be case management and financial aid as well.

Catholic Charities of Santa Rosa, 987 Airway Court, Santa Rosa  - 707-
528-8712. Christmas and holiday meals are for seniors. Low income parents, single 
moms, and disabled may be given toys or small presents as well.

Redwood Gospel Mission, 1821 Piner Road, Santa Rosa. Children, teens, 
and families in the shelter can take part in meal programs.

River to Coast Children’s Services, 16300 
1st St, Guerneville 707-869-3613. Gift certificates, 
donated toys, for children from toddler to teens.

Firefighters Toys for Kids program 
Local Fire Stations collect donated toys, boxes of food, 
games, and more. The items are then given to 
low-income families with children in Sonoma 
County through their partners. The agencies 
to call upon include the regional Giving 
Tree, Y.W.C.A. Safe house, local schools, and 
Children’s Home.

Guerneville Holiday Community 
Dinner & Toy Drive, Veteran’s Hall, 
Church & 1st S, Guerneville - A free, annual 
meal is served at Christmas.

Forestville United Methodist Church, 6550 Covey Road, Forestville 
- 707-887-2020. Only residents of Forestville can apply. Free food is offered at 
Thanksgiving and Christmas, among other holidays.

Redwood Gospel Mission, 1350 Bennett Valley Road, Santa Rosa - 707-542-
4817. Clients of the holiday services range from the homeless to underemployment 
and working poor. There may be free dinner, small presents, meals or coffee, and 
even services such as haircuts.

Windsor Service Alliance, 8987 Windsor Road, Windsor - 707-838-6947. 
Programs are only for students at Windsor High Schools, and the assistance is 
offered in partnership with Kiwanis.

Friends in Sonoma Helping - 707-996-0111. The goal is to offer a free food 
basket at Christmas. Meats, fresh fruits, and more are offered. Some clients are 
given a gift certificate.

Salvation Army Petaluma Corps , 21 S. McDowell Blvd. Petaluma - 707-
769-0716. Free Christmas programs, shelter, a food pantry, and other resources.

Vintage House, 264 First Street East, Sonoma - 707-996-0311. Senior citizens can 
either receive an on-site or home delivered meal. 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul, PO Box 1095 , Rohnert Park - 707-584-1579. 
A thrift store can sell low cost toys, clothes and more. Some qualified families may 
be given a voucher to pay for free items at Christmas.

Dec 1  ~ Ceramic Holiday 
Ornaments ~ Make up 
to 5 hanging porcelain 
ornaments. REGISTER. 
Instructor: Sonoma 
Ceramics Instructors, 
$28/$25 members. 10am-
12pm or 2pm-4pm, at 
Sonoma Community 
Center, 276 East Napa St., 
Sonoma INFO. 707-938-4626 
or sonomacommunitycenter.
org 

Dec 1 ~ Holiday Wreath Making Class. 
Ellyn Pelikan helps you create a long 
lasting, fragrant wreath, all materials are 
provided. $40 per person. 10am-12pm 
class and 1:30pm-3:30pm at LALA’s JAM 
BAR and URBAN FARMSTAND, 720 E. 
Washington, Petaluma. INFO. 707-773-
1083 or lalasjams.com/classes

Dec 2 & 16 ~ Holiday Table Centerpiece 
Crafting Class ~ Learn to make 
a “water-frog” centerpiece. $10 
each; $15 for parent & older child. 
10am-noon at Artful Arrangements 
Activity Center, 205 Orchard Ln., 
Penngrove. INFO. 707-664-8656 www.

artfularrangements.org
Dec 5 & 12 ~ Holiday 
Wreath Making Class ~ 
~ Join Anthony and Alex 

Neve to create your own 
winter themed wreath. 
Ticket includes entrance 

to class, and all wreath 
materials. 6:30-9pm at The 

Washoe House, 2840 Roblar Rd, 
Petaluma. INFO. 707-766-0799 or 

Cody 707- 338-7731
Dec 9 ~ Christmas Cookie Boot Camp 

~ Caroline Ferguson will show us 
foolproof tips and tricks for baking. 
Participants will take home cookies. 
$75.00. 10am-1pm at Healdsburg 
SHED, 25 North St, Healdsburg.  
INFO. 707-431-7433

Dec 15  ~ Holiday Cards Monoprinting 
~ Hand-print holiday cards using 
our professional printing press! 
Instructor: Lexi Bakkar, $28/ $25 
members. 10am-12pm or 2pm-4pm, at 
Sonoma Community Center, 276 East 
Napa St., Sonoma INFO. 707-938-4626 
or sonomacommunitycenter.org

MORE CLASSES ONLINE @ 
SonomaCountyGazette.com - 

EDUCATION - CLASSES
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Nov 29 ~ Guerneville Merchant Open 
House and Tree lighting Ceremony  
begins with the downtown Merchant 
Open House starting at 4pm followed 
by the Tree Lighting at 5pm on the 
Guerneville Plaza. INFO: Downtown 
Guerneville on Main Street. INFO. 
707-869-9000 or russianriver.com 

Nov 30 -Dec 1 ~ The Fabulous Women 
Festival of Trees BENEFIT. Bid on 
magical trees decorated by local 
businesses, live music, raffle, holiday 
market place, sweet shop, and take 
photos with Santa. Nov 30th 6-9 & 
Dec 1st 3-9pm at Hotel Petaluma, 205 
Kentucky Street, Petaluma. INFO: 
thefabulouswomen@gmail.com or 
thefabulouswomen.com

Dec 1 ~ LandPaths’ Annual Holiday 
Gathering ~ Enjoy a walk and tour 
along Mark West Creek, followed 
by music, hot cider, wreath-making, 
& other holiday crafting. Bring a 
potluck dish to share. Pre-registration 
is required. FREE. Bring: clippers, for 
wreath-making. 12p - 4pm, Rancho 
Mark West, 7125 St. Helena Road, 
Santa Rosa. INFO: 707-544-7284 or 
info@landpaths 

Dec 1 ~ Guerneville Annual Holiday 
Parade of Lights ~ Colorful, creative 
and brightly lit floats, marching 
contingents, horses, and other holiday 
themed entries.  7pm Downtown 
Guerneville on Main Street. INFO. 
707-869-9000 or russianriver.com

Dec 1 ~ Petaluma Annual Merchant’s 
Holiday Open House.  All day 
long, shopping deals, festive holiday 
treats, Santa, performances, horse 
& carriage rides, balloon art, face 
painting & so much more.  We hope 
to see you there! Free. INFO. 707-762-
9348 or petalumadowntown.com

Dec 1 ~ Annual Lighting of the 
Snowmen Festival ~ features music, 
kids’ crafts, wine + beer tasting, 
warm drinks, delicious food, Santa 
and more!  4-8pm at Cornerstone 
Sonoma, 23667 Highway 121, Sonoma. 
INFO:  707-933-3010 or publicevents@
cornerstonesonoma.com

Dec 1 ~ Red Umbrella Holiday Open 
House ~  holiday shopping, in-store 
sales, refreshments and cheer! 3-5pm 
at Red Umbrella Consignment, 120 A 
Kentucky St. Free. INFO: 707-778-3499 
www.redumbrellaconsignment.com 

Dec 1 ~ D & G Equity Management 
Annual Holiday Party & Social ~  
Hors D’oeuvres Hot Chocolate, Spiced 
Apple Cider. Monetary donations for 
the Russian River Community Food 
Pantry are welcome! We contribute 
100% of the proceeds. 6:30pm at D & G 
Equity Management, 14080 Mill Street, 
corner of 4th & Mill St., Guerneville, 
707-869-0623, dandgequity.com, 

Dec 1-2 ~ Larson Family Winery Holiday 
Open House ~ Family or pet photos 
with Santa, gourmet food items, and 
delicious wine! Bring your own photo-
taking device. Mail a letter to Santa 
and check out our Gingerbread house. 
Come see Santa anytime between 12 
and 3pm Saturday or Sunday. Larson 
Family Winery, 23355 Millerick Road, 
Sonoma. INFO: 707-938-3031 

Dec 1-2 ~ SMART Holiday Express 
Kick-Off Celebrations ~ two events 
at stations to kick off the toy drive. 
Bring your unwrapped toys and gift 
cards to our Petaluma and Novato San 
Marin stations and enjoy free music, 
holiday treats, and SMART giveaways. 
Petaluma Downtown Station:  Dec. 
1st from 10am-2pm and San Marin 
Station: Dec. 2nd from 10am-2pm

Dec 1-2 ~ 39th Annual Holiday Luther 
Burbank Gardens Open House. 
Tour the home decked out in old-
fashioned holiday finery. FREE parking 
and rides on “Rosie the Trolley” to and 
from the Handmade Holiday Crafts 
Fair at Finley Community Center. 10-
4pm at Luther Burbank Gardens, 204 
Santa Rosa Ave, Santa Rosa. INFO: 707-
524-5445 or lutherburbank.org

Dec 1-2 ~ Festival of Christmas ~ music 
performed by the PVBC choirs, 
Casa Grande High School jazz band 
& Petaluma Junior High choir and 
jazz band; children’s crafts, Living 
Nativity, Tea Room, food court and 
more. 4-8pm at 580 Sonoma Mountain 
Pkwy. Petaluma. Free. Info. 707-763-
2277 or www.petalumabaptist.org 

Dec 6 ~ Sebastopol Grange Holiday 
Networking Party ~ Food, wine, hot 
cider and music by New Grange Jam 
Band. Donation: $30 includes dinner 
and one drink! RSVPs requested 
but not required. 5-8pm, Sebastopol 
Grange, 6000 Sebastopol Ave, On 
Hwy 12, Sebastopol. INFO: 707-
544-4582, Wendy Krupnick, www.
envirocentersoco.org, wlk@sonic.net

Dec 6 ~ Windsor Holiday Celebration 
~ Wagon and train rides, holiday 
arts and crafts, gingerbread cookie 
decorating, live entertainment, and 
photos with Santa. 5-8pm at Windsor 
Town Green, 701 McClelland Drive, 
Windsor, 707-838-1000 or 707-838-5942

Dec 7, 14, 21,28 ~ Friday Night Flurries 
~ Hotel Petaluma to enjoy the magic 
of snow! Each Friday in December. 
5pm at Hotel Petaluma, 205 Kentucky 
Street, Petaluma. INFO. 707-559-3393

Dec 7-9 ~ 3rd Annual Gingerbread 
House Showcase & Competition ~ 
Three-day community event featuring 
gingerbread houses on display and 
holiday cheer in the historic ballroom 
of the Hotel Petaluma, 205 Kentucky 
St. Petaluma. Free. INFO: 707-559-3393 
or www.hotelpetaluma.com 

Dec 7-9 ~ Korbel Holiday Shopping 
Spree Weekend ~ Christmas carolers 
1-3pm, Santa Claus from 2:30-4pm 
10am-4pm Korbel Champagne Cellars, 
13250 River Rd, Guerneville. INFO: 
707-824-7316 or korbel.com

Dec 7-9 ~ Annual Sebastopol Holiday 
Home Tour & Artisan Boutique! 
Self-guided tour with map.  Tickets 
sebastopolholidayhometour.weebly.
com, 707-829-3722, 707-829-1729

Dec 8 ~ Holidays on the Northern 
Frontier ~ Family-friendly activities. 
Most activities are FREE! “Christmas at 
the Mission” sing-along in the Mission 
Chapel (ticketed). Gift Shop open 
10a-8p. “Allegro Toscana” Pickle Creek 
String Band performs in the Toscano 
Hotel and docents provide tours of the 

Toscano Kitchen. “Yuletide at the Blue 
Wing Inn” living history, crafts, and 
refreshments. 4-8pm at Sonoma State 
Historic Park, Downtown Sonoma. 
INFO. Emily Walski 707-938-9560.

Dec 8 ~ San Miguel’s Elves’ Workshop 
~ Celebrate the gift of creating and 
crafting, music & hot cocoa! 9am-12pm 
at San Miguel Elementary 5350 Faught 
Rd, Santa Rosa. INFO: Carrie Barnes at 
sanmiguelsitepto@gmail.com

Dec 9 ~ Saint Lucia Festival ~ Linnea 
Lodge #504 celebrates with a 
smorgasbord dinner and traditional 
Santa Lucia procession with visit from 
Santa! Price: $10 - $28 Members $25. 
Non Members $28. Children 6-14 $10. 
5 and under FREE. 4- 7pm, Petaluma 
Veterans Memorial Building, 1094 
Petaluma Blvd S, Petaluma. INFO: 415-
990-3882 or linnealodge@gmail.com 

Dec 13 ~ Boards & Bottle Ugly Sweater 
Party ~ DIY Sign Painting Party! FREE 
glass of wine, beer, or well-drink with 
ticket purchase. Ugliest Sweater wins 
$25 6-8pm at Maguire’s Irish Pub 
145 Kentucky St, Petaluma. INFO. 
Kristen@boardsandbottle.com

Dec 15 ~ KBBF La Fiesta de la Posada 
~ Music, Treats, Santa, Free food and 
drinks. Santa will be giving presents 
to kids. 3-6pm at 1700 Corby Ave, Suite 
B Santa Rosa. INFO: 707-545-8833

Dec 16 ~ 30th Annual Winter Solstice 
ritual with Starhawk. At the darkest 
time of the year we support each 
other and the world around us. $10 to 
$20. Doors 6:30pm, ritual  7-9:30pm at 
Sebastopol Community Center, 390 
Morris S, Sebastopol, INFO: 707-824-
1155 or phoenix@phoenixlefae.com

Dec 18 ~ Christmas sing-a-long and 
auction. $8.00 Dessert included. 1pm 
at Hotel La Rose, 308 Wilson Dr. 
Santa Rosa. INFO. Linda 707-1678 for 
reservations

Dec 23 ~ Community Carol Sing in 
Walnut Park ~ Gathering for the entire 
community to join in singing favorite 
Christmas Carols. Free. 7:30-8:30pm at 
Walnut Park, 4th and D St. Petaluma.  
INFO: 707- 762-8269 orpetalumafirst.
com

Dec 23 ~ Santa Rosa Salsa Holiday Party 
& Toy Drive! Bring an unwrapped 
toy. $10 cover charge includes lessons 
and dancing. 21+ with I.D. Dress to 
impress, Full Bar. 7-12pm at Flamingo 
Resort 2777 Fourth St., Santa Rosa. 
INFO: SantaRosaSalsa.com

Dec 31 ~ Pre- New Year’s Eve Party Santa 
Rosa Salsa ~ $10 cover charge includes 
lessons and dancing. 21+ with I.D. 
Dress to impress, Full Bar. 7-12pm at 
Flamingo Resort 2777 Fourth St., Santa 
Rosa. INFO: SantaRosaSalsa.comGuerneville Annual Holiday Parade of Lights
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Thru Dec 16 ~ Cirque de Bohème!  
Paris during “les Années Folles,” is 
based on the French tradition of a 
1920’s Circus. We transport you back 
in time. 1pm, 3pm or 5pm shows at 
Cornerstone Sonoma, 23667 Highway 
121, Sonoma. INFO.  707-933-3010

Nov 30 - Dec 2 ~ Transcendence’s 
Broadway Holiday Spectacular ~ 
Directed by Tony Gonzalez, the new 
production will be sprinkled with the 
magic of Broadway. Show is for all 
ages. INFO. www.BestNightEver.org 

Nov 30- Dec 9 ~ Occidental Community 
Choir ~ Celebrating four decades 
of making original music with our 
friends. Nov. 30 @ 8 pm ‘Community 
First Night’ - $10 Tickets - Dec. 1 
@ 8 pm; Sunday Dec. 2 @ 3 pm;  Sat. 
Dec. 8 @ 8 pm at Occidental Center 
for the Arts, 3850 Doris Murphy 
Ct. Occidental. Dec. 9 @ 3 pm 
- Glaser Center, 547 Mendocino Ave. 
Santa Rosa. 

Dec 1 ~ Balkan Christmas Party with 
Gradina ~ Balkan music and choral 
ensemble. Children are free and 
welcome. We will read “The Night 
Before Christmas” and have a visit 
from Santa Claus. $5.00. 7-10pm at 
Monroe Hall, 1400 W. College Avenue, 
Santa Rosa. INFO. 707-824-1008

Dec 1 ~ Winter Concert ~ Petaluma 
School of Music. Refreshments will 
be served. Doors open at 1:45pm 
concert at 2pm at UCC - Petaluma, 
825 Middlefield Dr. Petaluma. INFO. 
petalumaschoolofmusic.net

Dec 2 or 8 ~ Healdsburg Chorus 
Holiday Concert - Festive, Family, 
Fun for your holiday pleasure. 3pm 
at the Glazer Center, 547 Mendocino 
Avenue, Santa Rosa or on Saturday 
December 8 or Sunday Dec. 9 at 3:00 
pm at the Raven Performing Arts 
Theater, 115 North Street, Healdsburg.  

Dec 3 ~ Big Bad Voodoo Daddy Holiday 
Party ~ World-renowned live show 
and fun and quirky take on the 
holidays 8pm at Luther Burbank 
Center for the Arts, 50 Mark West 
Springs Road, Santa Rosa. INFO. 707-
546-3600

Dec 14- 16 ~ A Christmas Carol ~ 
Family-friendly adaptation of Charles 
Dickens’ beloved story of Scrooge, 
ghosts, and the discovery of love. 
7-9pm Fri and Sat, Sun 2-4pm at 476 
First Street East, Sonoma. INFO. 707-
328-6062 or silvermoontheatre.org

Dec 14- 16 ~ A Christmas Carol ~ Over 
50 characters in this tale of Victorian 
England. A heart-felt journey back 
in time. Luther Burbank Center for 
the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs Rd, 
Santa Rosa. INFO. 707-546-3600 or 
lutherburbankcenter.org

Dec 14- 15 and 21- 22 ~ Truman 
Capote’s “A Christmas Memory” 
with “A Childs Christmas In Wales”.  
Two holiday classics from two 
extraordinary authors. Petaluma 
Historical Museum, 20 Fourth St; 
Dec. 21-22: Petaluma Arts Center, 230 
Lakeville St. INFO. 707-287-1766 or 
www.petalumareaderstheatre.com 

Dec 14-16 ~ The Nutcracker by Petaluma 
School of Ballet. Info. 707-762-3972 
or www.petalumaschoolofballet.
com. $16-$37, Evert B. Person Theater, 
Sonoma State University, 1801 E. 
Cotati Ave., Rohnert Park. 707-762-
3972 or petalumaschoolofballet.com

Dec 15  ~ Valley of the Moon Chamber 
Ensemble musical celebration. Doors 
5:30pm, show 6pm-7:30 at Jacuzzi 
Family Vineyards, 24724 Arnold 
Drive, Sonoma.  INFO. 707-938-4626 or 
sonomacommunitycenter.org

Dec 15 ~ “Angles We Have Heard” 
Holiday Concert ~ Christmas songs 
to get everyone into the spirit of 
the season. Free. 5:30-7pm at First 
Presbyterian Church of Petaluma, 939 
B St. Petaluma. INFO. 707- 762-8269 or 
www.petalumafirst.com

Dec 15, 16,17 ~ Santa Rosa Dance 
Theater’s The Nutcracker Ballet 
~ Swirling snowflakes, brave toy 
soldiers, dancing dolls in the magical 
world of a girl named Clara and her 
Nutcracker Prince.  $25-$30, Spreckels 
Performing Arts Center, 5409 Snyder 
Lane, Rohnert Park. INFO. 707-588-
3400 or santarosadancetheater.com

Nov 23 - Dec 31 ~ Holidays in Healdsburg Tour ~ Fine Wine and Foodie Walking 
Tour; restaurants, tasting rooms, and boutiques to savor. Four-hour day tours and 
two-hour evening tours are available. 11am or 5pm. Healdsburg Plaza. INFO. 707-
758-4287

Dec 1-2 ~ Imagery & Benziger Holiday weekend ~ Holiday shopping and wine 
tasting. Benziger: Dec 1, 10-2pm, Dec 2, 10-5pm at 1883 London Ranch Rd., Glen 
Ellen. Imagery: Dec 1-2, 10-5:30pm at 14335 Hwy 12, Glen Ellen. INFO. 707- 935-
3000 or cburns@benziger.com

Dec 8 ~ Holiday Gala at the Trentadue Winery ~ Fabulous four course dinner 
paired with award winning Trentadue wines, live swing band. $150 for non-
members. 5:30-9:30pm at 19170 Geyserville Ave, Geyserville. INFO. 707-433-2768 
or wineclub@trentadue.com

Dec 7 ~ 12th Annual Posada Navideña by 
Ballet Folklórico de Sacramento ~ will 
take you on a journey through Mexico. 
Christmas processional (posada). 
7-10pm at Luther Burbank Center for 
the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs Rd, 
Santa Rosa. INFO. (707) 546-3600 or 
lutherburbankcenter.org

Dec 7 ~ Celtic Winter Concert ~ 
Four Shillings Short perform music 
from the Celtic lands, Medieval & 
Renaissance Europe, India and the 
Americas on a fantastic array of 
instruments. 6-9pm at Main Street 
Bistro, 16280 Main Street, Guerneville. 
INFO. 707-869-0501 or 650-274-1100

Dec 7 -16  ~ Yo Ho Ho: A Pirate’s 
Christmas ~ It’s up to a little seven 
year-old girl named Eve to save 
Christmas from pirates! Tickets $12 - 
$25, Fri and Sat 7:30pm and Sun 2pm. 
Cloverdale Performing Art’s Center, 
209 N. Cloverdale Blvd., Cloverdale. 
INFO. 707-894-2214

Dec 8 ~ Hallelujah! Sing-A-Long 
Messiah ~ 4 fabulous soloists and 
chamber musicians. Join in the singing 
or just sit and listen. $6 per person/ $15 
per family. 2pm at Sebastopol United 
Methodist Church, 500 North Main 
Street, Sebastopol. INFO. 707- 829-4797

Dec 11 and 15 ~ Welcome Yuletide: 
Sounds of the season performed by 
the Petaluma Chorale. Dec. 11: 7:30pm; 
Dec. 15: 3pm; $12 general; $10 senior/
students; Children 12 & under free. At 
Petaluma Valley Baptist Church, 580 
Sonoma Mountain Pkwy., Petaluma. 
INFO. 480-226-9157. 

Dec 11 or 13 ~ El Molino High School 
Winter Concert ~ Performances  by 
Guerneville Elementary Band and 
Choir, the West County Charter Band 
and Choir and the El Molino High 
School Band and Choir. $10, 7p El 
Molino High School, 7050 Covey Rd, 
Forestville. INFO. elmolino.org

Dec 13 ~ Holiday Choral Concert ~ with 
the Silver Singers and other Choral 
groups. FREE. 11am-12pm, at Steele 
Lane Community Center (415 Steele 
Lane) in the DeMeo Room. INFO.707-
543-3282.

Dec 16 ~ Pops Symphony Holiday Series 
~ The greatest music from the best-
loved seasonal movies of all time. 
$37.00 at 3pm. Luther Burbank Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs 
Road, Santa Rosa. INFO. 707-546-3600

Dec 16 ~ The Old World Carolers in 
concert: Fun & Games ~ Upbeat carols 
with a youthful spirit. Doors open 
2:30 show 3pm at at Sebastopol United 
Methodist Church, 500 N. Main St., 
Sebastopol. INFO. 707 823-7971. 

Dec 16  ~ Valley of the Moon Chamber 
Matinee Concert ~ Join Valley of the 
Moon Chamber Ensemble (VOMCE) 
for a Holiday musical celebration. 
Doors 1:30pm, show 2pm-3:30 at St. 
Andrew Presbyterian Church, 16290 
Arnold Drive, Sonoma.  INFO. 707-938-
4626 or sonomacommunitycenter.org

Dec 18 ~ Moscow Ballet’s Great Russian 
Nutcracker ~ Featuring a brand-new 
over-the-top production and world-
class Russian artists. Larger-than-life 
puppets, nesting dolls and gloriously 
hand-crafted costumes. 8pm at Luther 
Burbank Center for the Arts, 50 Mark 
West Springs Rd, Santa Rosa. INFO. 
(707) 546-3600 or patronservices@
lutherburbankcenter.org

Dec 21-23 ~ The Nutcracker by 
Sebastopol Ballet ~ We infuse 
our show with comedy, dogs, and 
constantly changing surprises to 
ensure an entertaining. Sugar Plum 
Party: complimentary Party before 
matinee show. The Party starts at 
10:00am and 3:00pm on Saturday, 
and 10:00am on Sunday. Dec. 21 7pm, 
Dec. 22 11am and 4pm, Dec. 23 11am 
at Analy High School Theater, 6950 
Analy Ave., Sebastopol. INFO. 707- 
824-8006

Dec 22 ~ Brian Wilson - The Christmas 
Album ~ Special guests Al Jardine and 
Blondie Chaplin Harmonies. Expect to 
hear Beach Boy and holiday classics. 
$79.00. 8pm at Luther Burbank Center 
for the Arts, 50 Mark West Springs 
Road, Santa Rosa. INFO. 707-546-3600

Santa Rosa Dance Theater @ Spreckels Performing Arts Center




