
Community Bluegrass jam session
Travelin’ McCourys coming to the Mystic. C3

Holiday’s spooky side
Don’t forget to celebrate Krampus. C8
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Kerfuffle at the Hill Opera House
On Dec 6, 1904, Petaluma’s grand 

Hill Opera House opened its doors 
on the corner of  Washington and 

Keller Streets. It was called “The Pride of  
Petaluma” and “The swellest Playhouse in 
California.”

The crowd that evening was a glitter-
ing assemblage abundant with “beautiful 
costumes and beautiful women arriving in 
smart carriages.” The elegantly furnished 
box seats were notably occupied by Mayor 
W.R Veale, all the McNear, Fairbanks, Fitch 
and Hill families.

The cream of  Peta-
luma’s society.

The Opera House 
was Petaluma’s gift 
from Mrs. Josephine 
Hill of  the Petaluma 
pioneer family, the 
William Hills. The 
cost of  construction 
had been $50,000 and 
the interior sported 
much “brass work, 
glittering hangings 

and 2,500 electric lights!” The theater sat 
600, but with standing room and private 
boxes, could accommodate nearly 750. 
Unique features for the times were “auto-
matic skylights and asbestos curtains.”

The architect was San Francisco’s 
renowned Charles Havens, who had also 
designed Petaluma’s Carlson-Currier Silk 
Mill in 1892.

But, for real live drama, let us fast-for-
ward five months, to May of  1905.

The population of  Petaluma was just 

5,360 then, unaccustomed to traveling stage 
performers and the Georgia Harper Com-
pany had opened “Camille” here, with Miss 
Harper in the lead role. Admission prices 
were .25 cents regular, and .50 cents for 
box seats. This important play, written by 
Alexander Dumas, was later adapted into 
the opera “La Traviata,” by Verdi.

The plot revolves around a young 
woman, broke, wronged, miserable and 
desperate, who becomes a courtesan, thus 

forsaking true love and happiness. Ca-
mille’s death scene in the final act is one of  
the great tear-jerkers of  theater history. It 
was said that Georgia Harper’s portrayal 
was, to quote one local review, “so real as to 
cause many to weep, and some to wail!”

Now, for many years prior, a house of  
prostitution had been quite popular here, 
near the end of  C Street, near the Petaluma 

Skip  
Sommer

 ■ PETALUMA’S PAST  ■

The Hill Opera House 

See Sommer, C7

Petaluma’s Larry Williams 
playing Daddy Warbucks: 
The mop-top orphan and her 
frisky dog Sandy may get all 
the oohs and ahs, but everyone 
knows it’s Daddy Warbucks 
who’s the real heart and soul 
of  the musical “Annie.” Local 
actor-director Larry Williams 
is currently portraying the 
famously bald billionaire in 6th 
Street Playhouse’s holiday pro-
duction of  the beloved musical. 
Based on the photos we’ve seen, 
it looks like Williams, whether 
dressed in a tux or something 
else, totally rocks the hairless 
look. “Annie,” which has al-
ready been extended once, runs 
through Dec. 22. 6thStreetPlay-
house.com.

Contestants now set for 
West Side Stories Grand 
Slam on Dec. 5: For fans of  
the monthly Petaluma-based 
“story slam” known as West 
Side Stories, the moment has 
come when, after 11 months 
of  contests and winners, the 
full lineup of  participants is 
now set for the season-ending 
Grand Slam show at the Mystic 
on Wednesday, Dec. 5. The 
participants — who will all be 
delivering a short, 5-minute 
story on the theme of  “Time 
Flies” — are Jessica Morrell 
(Feb. winner), Crystal Sun-
shine (March), Mary Carouba 
(April), Jon Lehre (May), Harry 
Sanghvi (July), Rick Roberts 
(Aug.), Ray Engan (Sept. and 
Nov.) and Jay Kahn. Accord-
ing to producer and host Dave 
Pokorny, a few winners will 
be participating as they will 
be out of  town, so their slots 
will be filled with “wild card” 
storytellers. The event begins 
at 7:30 p.m. Tickets available at 
DavePokornyPresents.com. 

Local musicians to play 
in “Out of the Fire” benefit 
concert: Last year, follow-
ing the devastating Sonoma 

PHOTO BY ERIC CHAZANKIN 

Larry Williams as Daddy Warbucks

DAVE POKORNY: Host of West Side 
Stories’ Grand Slam

See Buzz, C7

OUT OF THE FIRE: Album is a benefit 
for fire victims

The holiday spirit seems to shine 
brightest when community comes 
together to celebrate the season 

while raising funds for a good cause. 
It’s the reason why the annual Festival 
of  Trees has grown into such a popular 
December event, expected to draw more 
than 2,000 guests to the Hotel Petaluma 
this weekend.

“We knew by showing up, we could 
make something meaningful,” said Kris-
ta Gawronski, founder of  the Petaluma 
Fabulous Women, which hosts the fund-
raiser. “We want to help people while 
also giving the community something 
joyous.”

The Festival of  Trees is part creative 
fundraiser, part community celebration 

that is free to attend, and this year carries 
the theme “Hometown Christmas.” Doz-
ens of  businesses, families and nonprofit 
groups commit to decorating a Christmas 
tree for the event, which are then put up 
in a silent auction to raise funds for local 
and international nonprofits.

“Each group gets the same, 4-foot, arti-
ficial tree,” said Melissa Becker, a Fabu-
lous Women board member. “What they 
do with it is totally up to them. We have a 
David Bowie tree, we have an under-the-

sea theme, we have a Disney tree.”
Most trees come with bonuses, like gift 

cards or presents. Some are works of  art 
that can be enjoyed for years to come, 
like the metal tree crafted by Kevin 
Clark of  Reared in Steel, who is best 
known for his contributions on the Playa 
at Burning Man. Another group made a 
tree that glows with lights that sync to a 
smartphone so anyone can design their 
own Christmas masterpieces.

“Each tree tells its own story,” Gaw-
ronski said.

Since the Petaluma event premiered 
six years ago, it has supported the 
Rwanda School Project, a charity close 
to Becker’s heart. Her father, Dr. Karl 
Smith, launched the effort after his 

O Christmas trees
Festival of Trees offers free family fun mixed with charity

By EMILY CHARRIER
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

See Trees, C6

BETH SCHLANKER/ THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Decorated Christmas trees will be auctioned off for charity during the annual Festival of Trees this Friday and Saturday.

FESTIVAL OF TREES
Where: Hotel Petaluma, 205 Kentucky St.
When: Friday, Nov. 30, from 6-9 p.m. and 
Saturday, Dec. 1, from 3-9 p.m.
Cost: Free to attend

Tickets Available at Petaluma School of Ballet at 110 Howard St. • www.petalumaschoolofballet.com • 707-762-3972

Petaluma School of Ballet & North Coast Ballet California Present
FRIDAY DEC. 14TH 7:30PM

SATURDAY DEC. 15TH 1:30PM & 6:30PM
SUNDAY DEC. 16TH 11:00AM & 3:00PM

Evert B. Person Theatre Sonoma State Universitye t . e so eat e So o a State U e s ty
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 ■ OUT & ABOUT IN PETALUMA  ■
SCREENWRITERS MEET-UP
Both working professionals and aspir-

ing writers of  screenplays are invited 
to gather for in an informal evening of  
networking, hobnobbing, and what late 
screenwriter William Goldman called 
“shutting up in public,” in reference to 
creative meeting where beginners learn 
more from listening and veterans learn 
from talking that they still have plenty 
to learn. Tuesday, Dec. 4, 7 p.m. at Aqus 
Café, 198 H St. Free. Aqus.com.

‘IN AMERICA’
Petaluma Film Alliance presents 

writer-director Jim Sheridan’s gor-
geous and hear-warming 2002 drama 
“In America,” loosely based on a true 
story of  the celebrated director’s early 
years in New York City. It’s the story 
of  a family (Paddy Considine, Emily 
Mortimer, Sarah and Emma Bolger) still 
grappling with grief  following the death 
of  a young son, as told through the eyes 

of  two young Irish girls. As they watch 
their parents struggling in a strange 
new world, the girls find ways to reach 
out to their culturally diverse neighbors, 
making friends as they try to help their 
father let go of  the burden of  loss. Trust 
us, it’s breathtaking. Wednesday, Dec. 5, 7 
p.m., with a pre-screening lecture by film 
instructor Alex Pirolini. SRJC’s Carole L. 

Ellis Auditorium, 680 Sonoma Mountain 
Parkway. Tickets are $6. PetalumaFil-
mAlliance.com.

WOMAN’S CLUB LUNCHEON
The Dec. Woman’s Club luncheon 

will be a special afternoon of  music 
and celebration, with moms honoring 
their daughters and classic Christmas 

carols played on the piano by Fredrick 
Nighthawk. Tuesday, Dec. 11. Open to the 
public, the event includes lunch. $25 at the 
door. 518 B St. 11 a.m. Please RSVP at 762-
4271 or at PetalumaWomansClub.com.

‘THE ART OF CINEMA RETURNS!’
“The making and watching of  movies 

SCREENWRITERS MEET-UP: William Goldman, alas, 
will not be at the Petaluma screenwriters gathering, but 
maybe the NEXT William Goldman will be. 

SONGS OF THE SEASON: Christmas carols will be 
performed as part of the December Woman’s Club 
Luncheon. 

See Out, C6

‘IN AMERICA’: A beautiful movie about family, 
loss, and starting over, screen Wednesday at SRJC.

A not-so-free lesson about right and wrong

At age four, I was busted for stealing 
candy.

This arrest happened at the 
Brach’s candy wall in the Strawberry 
Safeway,

Remember the Brach’s candy wall? 
Nougat as high as you could reach, treats 
as far as my eyes could see.

My brother stood before me, pointing 
at the sugar wonderland.

“See this Ray? This is for us! And it’s 
all free!”

I was standing, eyes wide, mouth open 
… fingers akimbo … in full “want mode,” 
when the ramifications of  my brother’s 
statement struck me as wrong.

“It’s not free.”
He said, “Yes it is. The store wants us 

to eat. Then Mom and Dad will have to 
walk through the entire store. And they’ll 
buy more stuff because we are eating the 
candy.”

This was my eight-year-old little mar-
keting genius brother.

He said, “Have some.”
I said “It’s not mine. If  it’s free, then 

why is there a coin slot?”
He said, “The coin slot is too high for 

you to reach … so the candy is free for 
you. Go ahead. Try one.”

At age four, I stuck to convictions and 
said “No.”

My brother’s blue eyes twinkled, and 
I swear to god a forked tongue slithered 
from between his lips.

As his ace-in-the-hole, he grabbed my 
favorite - a half  dome of  mint chocolatey 
nougat - and he grabbed the ends of  the 
wrapper. It twirled, and exposed the soft 

chocolatey goodness of  its underbelly.
“They can’t sell this one. It’s already 

open.”
He placed it in the palm of  my hand.
“Go ahead.”
Why would my brother ever steer me 

wrong? As I picked it up, my brother’s 
forked tongue slithered between his lips 
one last time. And as I placed the choco-
late between my teeth, he screamed.

“MOOOOOOOOM! Ray’s stealing 
candy!”

She came out of  nowhere, scooped 
the chocolate out of  my mouth before I 
could even experience the chocolatey joy, 
grabbed me by the ear and walked me to 
the front of  the store. I had to hold the 
wrapper, and a nickel, walk over to the 
checker and say, “I’m sorry I took this 

before I paid for it.”
I couldn’t even say that I ate it.
But I remember that day to this day.
Fast forward to a year later. I found 

a twenty dollar bill on the ground at a 
Thrifty, and I brought it to my mom.

“Oh! That is fantastic! Someone is 
probably looking for that! Give it to that 
man over there.”

White shirt, skinny tie … the Thifty 
store manager.

He looked at me like I was crazy, and 
started to put the twenty dollar bill into 
his wallet.

I said, “What happens if  no one claims 
it?”

“Well, after 30 days, you would get it.”
And then he gave me his card.
Never give a five-year-old your card.
I called him all day, every day. Some-

times he would pick up the phone and 
just say, “No Ray. No one’s claimed the 
twenty yet.”

But after 30 days … I got the twenty 
dollar bill.

And I remember that day to this day.
Fast forward 25 years.
I was walking into a Sacramento bank 

to withdraw the last twenty dollar bill I 
had to my name. On the ground, I found a 
wallet … with $1263 dollars in it.

What do you suppose I did with the 
wallet?

[Crowd murmurs, “You gave it back!”]
No!!! I put the wallet in my pocket, 

A 4-year-old candy crook, a
serpentine temptation and a 
fall-of-man loss of innocence
By RAY ENGAN
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

PHOTO BY JULIET POKORNY 

Ray Engan

See Stories, C7

WEST SIDE STORIES
This true story by Ray Engen was recorded 
live on Nov. 7 at Sonoma Portworks, as part of 
West Side Stories, Petaluma’s popular monthly 
showcase of spoken word performances, 
hosted by Dave Pokorny. Each month, willing 
storytellers are randomly selected from the 
audience to tell a tale based on a theme – this 
month’s theme: “Too Many Cooks” – and the 
audience selects its favorite. The next West 
Side Stories show will be held on Dec. 5 at the 
Mystic Theatre, and will be the 2018 Grand 
Slam, featuring all previous winners this year. 
For tickets and information, visit WestSideSto-
riesPetaluma.com.

WINE, SPIRITS & BEER
INDUSTRY AWARDS
THE NORTH BAY BUSINESS JOURNAL WILL
HONOR EXCEPTIONAL WINE, SPIRITS, AND
BEER INDUSTRY LEADERS AND SUPPLIERS
IN THE NORTH BAY AT OUR ANNUAL

AWARDS CELEBRATION!

SPONSORS:

REGISTER
ONLINE NBBJ.NEWS/WIA18

REGISTRATION CLOSES NOV 30

$70 PER PERSON / $715 FOR A TABLE OF 10
TABLE OF 10 INCLUDES COMPANY NAME ON SIGN

DECEMBER 4TH
4:00 - 6:00 PM

DOUBLETREE HOTEL, ROHNERT PARK

Join the North Bay Business Journal in
honoring top real estate projects and

the key industry players who made them
possible at the 13th annual 2018 Top

Projects Awards!

DEC 12 - 4:00-6:30PM

NBBJ.NEWS/PROJECTS18
REGISTRATION CLOSES DEC 10

REGISTER
ONLINE

$70 PER PERSON / $715 FOR A TABLE OF 10

TABLE OF 10 INCLUDES COMPANY NAME ON SIGN

UNDERWRITER: AWARD SPONSORS:

HYATT REGENCY, SANTA ROSA

CORPORATE SPONSOR: Kaiser Permanente

TOP REAL ESTATE
P R O J E C T S AWA R D S
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Stepping Out

Currently playing at local 
movie theaters are two 
major sequels to pop-

ular spinoffs of  blockbuster 
film franchises. “Creed II,” of  
course, is Steven Caple Jr.’s se-
quel to “Creed,” Ryan Coogler’s 
sequel-reboot-spinoff of  the 
“Rocky” movies. And “Magi-
cal Beasts and Where to Find 
Them: The Crimes of  Griindel-
wald” is the sequel to “Magical 
Beasts and Where to Find 
Them,” a prequel-spinoff-reboot 
of  the popular “Harry Potter” 
movies.

In “Creed II,” Adonis Creed 
(Michael B. Jordan) and his 
mentor Rocky Balboa (Sylves-
ter Stalone) prepare for an epic 
boxing match against Viktor 
Drago (Florian Munteanu), the 
son of  Rocky IV’s Ivan Drago 
(Dolph Lundgren). The elder 
Drago famously killed Adonis’ 
father, Apollo Creed, in the 
ring. Alternately supporting 
Adonis and trying to talk him 
out of  taking the match are 
his girlfriend, Bianca (Tessa 
Thompson) and Rocky, who 
says of  his own match against 
Ivan, “He broke things in me 
that ain’t never been fixed.”

In “Magical Beasts” (please 
don’t make us repeat the entire 
title), the creature-hunting 
Newt Scamander teams up 
with a young Albus Dumble-
dore (Jude Law) to battle the 
villainous Gellert Grindelwald 
(Johnny Depp), years before the 
rise of  Voldemort and the birth 
of  Harry Potter.

Here’s what some of  our pool 

See Millennials, C6

APOLLO’S CREED: “Rocky” reboot 
mixes punches with nostalgia.

“So, I Just Saw This Movie ...”
    Millennials talk cinema

The Last Will 
and Testament 
of Ugly Joe the 
Hermit

A serialized comedic tale for 
the holidays, in which an odd 
gathering of outcasts learn 
that their leader is ‘no more’

(In last week’s installment, 
a convention of  Hermits have 
gathered in the annually aban-
doned town of  Frozen Corners, 
and soon discover that the 
founder of  their gathering, Ugly 
Joe, is dead, killed by a falling 
frozen goose. His body has been 
brought into town, where the 
hermits plan to read Ugly Joe’s 
will)

PART TWO
A gathering of  hermits is a 

very strange thing. 
The style and substance of  

your average Gathering chang-
es from region to region, but 
in general, there is an opening 
night meeting announcing the 
various workshops and lectures 
— which generally involve 
new uses for old bear fat and 
techniques for lighting caves 
using phosphorescent plants — 
after which most of  the hermits 
go off to their individual rooms 
and stay there for the duration 
of  the Gathering.

This year would be different. 

By DAVID TEMPLETON
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

See Uglyjoe, C7

“The Travelin’ McCourys are travel-
ing!” says bluegrass great Ronnie 
McCoury, with a laugh.

The acclaimed mandolin player, singer and 
bandleader is on his cell phone and riding on 
the Pennsylvania Turnpike bound for New 
York City, as the band works its way through 
the first winter snowstorm. The night before, 
a flat tire had forced the band to detour to 
a local airport so they could swap out their 
rental vehicle.

“Riding on those little donut tires in a heavy 
snow storm is not too cool,” the Pennsylvania 
native says of  the incident. After getting a late 
morning start, he’s out of  breath.

But McCoury, 51, is no stranger to the road.
He’s been touring behind his famous father 

since 1981. His own band, the Travelin’ Mc-
Courys, is now in its ninth year on the road. 
The band — brothers Ronnie (mandolin and 

On the Road Again
McCourys bring world-class bluegrass to Petaluma 

TRAVELIN’ MCCOURYS

The Travelin’ McCourys, a five-piece bluegrass band fronted by Ronnie McCoury, will play the Mystic in 
Petaluma on Nov. 30.

 ■ LIVE MUSIC   ■

See McCoury, C6

By GREG CAHILL
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER PLANNING TO GO?

What: The Travelin’ McCourys with David Grisman
When: Fri., Nov. 30, at 8:30 p.m.
Where: Mystic Theatre, 21 N. Petaluma Blvd.
Admission: $38 (advance)/$43 (day of the show)
Tickets: (707) 775-6048 or visit MysticTheatre.com.

GARAGE DOOR REPAIRS, SALES & INSTALLATIONS
GATES & GATE OPENERS

Contact
for a free competitive estimate

(707) 337-2161
Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm, Sat by appointment only

www.californiarollups.com

• The Battery Backup System ensures

your garage door opener

continues to work

• Powerful DC motor belt drive

system is durable, ultra-quiet

and maintenance-free

• MyQ® technology enables you to close

your garage door or turn the lights on or off

using a smartphone or computer from anywhere

• Lifetime motor and belt warranty

Opens and closes
your door...even when

the power is out

Free remote with installation!
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Your Weekend

The top-selling titles at 
Petaluma’s Copperfield’s 
Book Store, for the week of  
Nov. 19-25, 2018 

Looks like, with the 
exception of  a mighty little 
tome about the Petaluma 
River, the majority of  this 
week’s bestselling books 
are either memoirs by 
famous public figures or 
new novels by dependably 
popular authors.

In the top spot is 
Michelle Obama’s “Be-
coming,” which began as 
the No. 2 book last week, 
but takes over this week 
from Scott Hess and John 
Sheehy’s “On a River 
Winding Home” (No. 2 this 
week). And it’s not just in 
Petaluma that Obama is 
popular. The former First 
Lady’s critically acclaimed 
book has reportedly sold 
more than 1.5 million 
copies since its release to 
bookstores on Nov. 13. Ac-
cording to Crown Books, 

which is publishing “Be-
coming,” it’s currently the 
No. 1 adult nonfiction title 
in the United States, the 
United Kingdom, Germa-
ny, France, Holland, Spain, 
Denmark and Finland. 
The other well-performing 
memoir of  the week is Jus-
tice Ruth Bader Ginsberg’s 
“My Own Words” (No. 6).

In the world of  fiction, 
the big titles this week 
are Barbara Kingsolver’s 
“Unsheltered” (No. 3), Lee 
Child’s latest Jack Reacher 
thriller “Past Tense” (No. 
5) and John Grisham’s 
1940s-era courtroom dra-
ma “Reckoning: A Novel” 
(No. 7).

Over in the Kids and 
YA section, Jeff Kinney’s 
“Diary of  a Wimpy Kid: 
The Meltdown” is this 
week’s No. 1 bestseller (for 
the second week in a row), 
followed by J.K. Rowling’s 
“Fantastic Beasts: The 
Crimes of  Grindelwald — 

The Original Screenplay” 
(making a magical jump 
from No. 8 last week to 
the No. 2 spot), and Val 
Emmich’s unstoppable YA 
novel “Dear Evan Hansen” 
(No. 3).

Another notable arrival 
is “Goodnight Krampus” 

(No. 8), by Kyle and Derek 
Sullivan. It’s a picture 
book featuring St. Nick’s 
creepy sidekick, here 
transformed into an ador-
able baby monster waiting 
up for Santa (but causing 
plenty of  mischief  while 
he waits).

FICTION & NON-FIC-
TION  

1. ‘Becoming,’ by Mi-
chelle Obama

2. ‘On a River Winding 
Home,’ by Scott Hess & 
John Sheehy

3. ‘Unsheltered,’ by Bar-
bara Kingsolver

4. ‘Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat,’ 
by Samin Nosrat

5. ‘Past Tense,’ by Lee 
Child

6. ‘My Own Words,’ by 
Ruth Bader Ginsberg

7. ‘Reckoning: A Novel,’ 
by John Grisham

8. ‘Whose Boat Is This 
Boat?’ by Stephen Colbert 
& the staff of  the Late 
Show

9. ‘Circe,’ by Madeline 
Miller

10. ‘Cook Like a Pro: 
Recipes and Tips for Home 
Cooks,’ by Ina Garten

KIDS & YOUNG 
ADULTS

1. ‘Diary of  a Wimpy 

Kid: The Meltdown,’ by 
Jeff Kinney

2. ‘Fantastic Beasts: The 
Crimes of  Grindelwald - 
The Original Screenplay,’ 
by J.K. Rowling

3. ‘Dear Evan Hansen,’ 
by Val Emmich

4. ‘Little Blue Truck’s 
Christmas,’ by Alice 
Schertle

5. ‘Construction Site 
on Christmas Night,’ by 
Sherri Duskey Rinker

6. ‘Crush,’ by Svetlana 
Chmakova

7. ‘Smile,’ by Raina 
Teglemeier 

8. ‘Goodnight Krampus,’ 
by Kyle Sullivan and Der-
ek Sullivan

9. ‘Nevermoor: The 
Trials of  Morrigan Crow,’ 
by Jessica Townsend

10. ‘How to Be a 
Lion,’ by Ed Vere

 (Data compiled by Am-
ber-Rose Reed, Assistant 
Manager of  Copperfield’s 
Books)

 ■ TOP 10 BOOKS  ■

‘THE MELTDOWN’: The Wimpy 
Kid” sequel is No. 1 for its second 
week in a row.

‘MY OWN WORDS’: Justice 
Ginsberg’s memoir remain’s 
popular,

THURSDAY
J.L. STILES
With a voice and style that conjures 

visions of  the great traveling bluesmen 
of  the ’50s — with occasional forays 
into offbeat philosophical pop-novelty 
tunes — J.L. Stiles describes himself  as 
“a unique animal, merging two totally 
different fields of  truth seeking — rag-
time blues and higher mathematics.” As 
comfortable on the road as in a college 
classroom, Stiles has opened for such 
blues legends as B.B. King, Etta James 
and J.J. Cale. You can catch him at the 
Lagunitas Brewing Company, 1280 N. 
McDowell Blvd. 4:20 p.m. No cover. Lagni-
tas.com.

TIMOTHY O’NEIL DUO
The popular local twosome return to 

the comfy, wide-open music lounge at 
Rosen’s 256 North. 7:30 p.m. No cover. 256 
N. Petaluma Blvd. 256North.com.

FRIDAY
JAMI JAMISON
Jami Jamison and her five-piece 

band play jazz, blues and swing with an 
energetic sense of  fun and a fine, smooth 
polish that gets audiences on their feet 
and leaves them smiling all night long. 
Make sure to catch Jami at Red Brick this 
weekend. 7 p.m. No cover. 101 Second St. 
RedBrickRestaurants.com.

NOT YETIS
From Oakland come the one-of-a-kind 

Not Yetis, with a show the band describes 

as “a multi-media garage rock opera set 
in the Himalayas.” Employing a ’60s-style 
throwback sound with pop-rock hooks 
and great harmonies, Not Yetis will 
invade Petaluma’s Aqus Café with their 
epic tale of  abominable rock and roll. 198 
H St. 7 p.m. No cover. Aqus.com.

SATURDAY
CYBORG OCTOPUS
You truly have to hear Cyborg Octopus 

to believe them. They present as a heavy 

metal band — a big powerful sound with 
raging vocals — but can’t seem to get 
through a song without introducing mu-
sical styles not usually associated with 
metal music — saxophone jazz, Latin 
riffs, ELO-style progressive rock, huge 
hunks of  ’70s funk, splashes of  electronic 
dubstep. See for yourself  at the Phoenix 
Theater, where Cyborg Octopus will 
share the stage with Sepulchre, Wroht, 
Scythe and Mournful Cries. 8 p.m. show 
(doors open at 7:30 p.m.). $10-$12. 21 E. 
Washington St. ThePhoenixTheater.com.

POKEMON: THE MOVIE — THE 
POWER OF US

Yep, a new animated “Pokemon” 
movie, screened for all of  those who still 
dream of  being the very best, like no 
one ever was. Catch ’em all at 12:55 p.m 
at Boulevard Cinemas, 200 C St. Cine-
maWest.com.

SUNDAY
WILLY WONKA PUNK ROCK
Music to Your Ears, Cotati’s celebrated 

school for budding singers and stage per-
formers, presents this colorful punk-rock 

reinterpretation of  Willy Wonka and the 
Chocolate Factory, with an adult cast 
playing Charlie, Veruca, Augustus, Mike 
and Violet — and of  course, Will Wonka. 
Liberty School, 170 Liberty Road. 2 p.m. 
$10-$12. Get tickets at Funmusiclessons.
com/musical-theater.

WHITEY MORGAN 
Country music songs are full of  

characters: down-on-their-luck drifters, 
saintly drunks, losers who try to do right 
but keep doing wrong. Whitey Morgan, 
coming to the Mystic this weekend, 
admits he is all of  those people rolled into 
one. He’s just put all of  that into a band 
new album, “Sonic Ranch, which Morgan 
describes as “a big, nasty, whiskey-slug-
ging, bare-knuckle bruiser of  a country 
record.” He’ll be joined by country sing-
er-songwriter Alex Wilson. 21 N. Petalu-
ma Blvd. 8 p.m. (Doors open at 7 p.m.). 
$25. MysticTheatre.com.

THEY DO IT ALL: Cyborg Octopus cannot be described.

A UNIQUE ANIMAL: J.L. Styles brings his one-of-a-
kind self to Lagunitas Brewing Company.

NOT YETIS: Hear them roar at Aqus Cafe.

COUNTRY CHARACTER: Whitey Morgan comes 
to the Mystic

3244 Gravenstein Hwy North Sebastopol (near Graton)
Mon-Sat 7:30–5:00, Sun 9:00–5:00

707.823.9125  www.harmonyfarm.com

Bulbs Starting at $13.19

While supplies last.
Excludes Holiday Amaryllis.

A variety of Fir, Spruce & Pines.

Tulips, Hyacinth, Alliums,
Daffodils and more.

Green Manure Mixe s , Vetc h, Be l l Be ans ,
Oat s , C lo vers , Cerea l Gra in s , Er os io n Contro l ,
Ryes , . . . a nd much more !

There's still time to get your cover crop started!

November 30th, 5pm-9pm
December 1st & 2nd 11am-9pm

1905 Bodega Ave
Petaluma

butchercrown .com

You're invited to come try
our contemporary spin on
the classic roadhouse

RESERVATIONS RECOMMENDED
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Here are some of  the stories and col-
umns we’re working on for next week’s 
Community section, Thursday, Dec. 6, 
2018. 

REP. BARBARA LEE: A conver-
sation with Congressional Repre-
sentative Barbara Lee, author of  the 
riveting memoir “Renegade for Peace 
and Justice.” Lee will be appearing at 
the SRJC on Dec. 16, for am informal 
chat with Lynn Woolsey, as a benefit 
for LiteracyWorks.

GAMES IN THE DARK: Petalu-
ma’s unstoppable Spy Emerson has 
been keeping her Monday night family 
game show going, despite the tempo-

rary closure of  her venue. 

UGLY JOE, PART THREE: Our 
serialized holiday tall tale continues 
with part three of  “The Last Will and 
Testament of  Ugly Joe the Hermit.”

TOOLIN’ AROUND TOWN: Har-
lan Osborne tells the story of  longtime 
Petaluma Junior High School teacher 
Ronald Frank.

YOUR WEEKEND: A round-up 
of  events — musical, theatrical and 
otherwise — taking place Dec. 6-Nov. 9 
in and around Petaluma.  

(Some or all of  these anticipated 
stories are subject to change)

NEXT WEEK IN COMMUNITY

 ■ HOLIDAY ROUNDUP  ■

Festive activities from tree-lightings to Krampus 

It’s beginning to look a 
lot like the holidays here 
in Petaluma.

From trees in store 
windows downtown (and 
in the Ballroom of  the 
Hotel Petaluma), to a giant 
Menorah going up at the 
river, to lights being hung 
on the Hospice tree in Wal-
nut Park, to odd, horned 
creatures lurking about 
the local bookstore in cele-
bration of  Krampusnacht, 
there are no shortages 
of  way to be entertained, 
amused, enlightened and 
inspired.

Here are a few of  the 
many events and activities 
taking place in and around 
Petaluma and Sonoma 
County this holiday sea-
son.

FABULOUS WOMEN 
PRESENT THE FESTI-
VAL OF TREES

Friday, Dec. 30, 6-9 
p.m.; Saturday, Dec. 1, 
3-9 p.m.

Hotel Petaluma
It’s one of  Petaluma’s 

best-loved annual tra-
ditions. The Festival of  
Trees, in which various 
local organizations, 
businesses, groups and 
families create gorgeous, 
whimsical, inventive and 
surprise-packed trees, 
which are then auctioned 
off to raise money for local 
charitable organizations. 
It’s free to come in and see 
the trees, and there will be 
live music, food and drink, 
and lots more. This year’s 
theme: Hometown Christ-
mas. 

Want to know more? 
Get information at The-
FabulousWomen.com

BROADWAY CELE-
BRATES THE HOLI-
DAYS

Friday, Nov. 30, 7:30 
p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 1, 2 

p.m. and 7 p.m.
Sunday, Dec. 2, 21 

p.m.
Luther Burbank Cen-

ter for the Arts
Transcendence Theatre, 

the creators of  the popular 
Broadway Under the Stars 
shows, bring some Broad-
way magic to the holi-
days with a spectacular 
song-and-dance concert 
featuring an assortment 
of  acclaimed performers 
from the casts of  such NY 
shows as “Les Miserables, 
“Wicked,” “Mamma Mia,” 
and “Hamilton.” Each per-
formance features a differ-
ent pre-show “experience,” 
including food trucks, and 
starting 90 minutes before 
the show. On opening 
night, there will be an ugly 
sweater contest. At the 
Saturday matinee, it’s the 
Holly Jolly Family pre-
show, with family photos 
and special activities. That 
evening, there’s a giant 
holiday sing-along, and on 
Sunday afternoon, the pre-
show includes more family 
fun, along with special 
family photos. $39-$89, plus 
VIP offers. 50 Mark West 
Springs Rd., Santa Rosa. 

Want to know more? 
LutherBurbankCenter.
org.

DOWNTOWN PETA-
LUMA OPEN HOUSE

Saturday, Dec. 1, 12 – 
8 p.m.

Downtown Petaluma
The Petaluma Down-

town Association presents 
its annual open house, 
as the downtown area 
is transformed into a 
winter wonderland (okay, 
without the snow part). 
There will be horse drawn 
buggy rides, face painting, 
performances by the Apple 
Tree Morris Dancers, 
cookie decorating (at 
iLeoni), music by harpist 
Caolifhionne Mears (from 
5-7 p.m., at the Seed Bank), 

latke tasting (6-8 p.m. at 
the Water Street Bridge), 
and a lot more. 

Want to know more? 
PetalumaDowntown.com.

 
CHANUKAH AT THE 

RIVER
Sunday, Dec. 2, 4:30 - 6 

p.m.
Water Street Prome-

nade
The fourth annual 

Chanukah at the River 
celebration commences 
on Sunday, Dec. 2, at the 
Water Street Promenade. 
Sponsored by Chabad 
Jewish Cent3er of  Petalu-
ma, the festivities include 
the lighting of  a 9-foot high 
“mega menorah,” latkes, 
chocolate coins and jelly 
donuts, Chanukah crafts, 
live music, face-painting 
and photo-ops with a life-
sized dreidel, plus a grand 
raffle and a Chanukah 
giveaway to the first 50 
kids to arrive. As if  that’s 
not enough, organizers 
promise something called 
“The Fire, Light & Glow 
Show,’ and “The Great 
Chanukah Gelt Drop,” 
which appears to involve 
treats dropped from the 
ladder of  a fire truck. 

Want to know more? 
JewishPetaluma.com/
river.

LIGHT UP A LIFE
Friday, Dec. 7, 6 p.m.

Walnut Park
St. Joseph Health’s 

Hospice Services return to 
Walnut Park this year for 
the annual Light Up a Life 
celebration. Chris Falley, 
Director of  Hospice Ser-
vices for St. Joseph, will 
be speaking and live music 
will be performed by the 
Casa Grande High School 
Concert Choir and the 
Casa Grande High School 
Chamber Choir, led by 
Sadie Sonntag and accom-
panied by Lauren Haile. 
During the festivities, the 
enormous tree will be lit, 
with bulbs representing all 
those our community has 
lost since last Christmas. 

Want to know more? 
HospiceLightUpaLife.org.

KRAMPUSNACHT
Saturday, Dec. 8, 7 

p.m.
Copperfield’s Book 

Store
A popular European 

holiday tradition comes to 

Petaluma as Copperfield’s 
Books gives props to the 
spookier side of  Christ-
mas with its first-ever 
celebration of  Krampus-
nacht. In some parts of  
the world, Krampus – a 
tall, hairy guy with horns 
and his own version of  
Santa’s sack - is St. Nick’s 
sidekick, tagging along 
to collect any naughty 
girls and boys.  Copper-
field’s resident experts 
on off-the-wall folklore, 
Ray Lawrason and Ross 
Lockhart, will be sharing 
tales from classic folklore, 
leading games, and more. 
Krampus costumes are 
encourages. There will be 
light refreshments, of  a 
Krampusnacht nature.

Want to know more? 
Copperfields.com.

WE ROCK FOR TOTS
Saturday, Dec. 8, 7 

p.m.
The Phoenix Theater
The Phoenix Theater 

presents a massive rock 
show a benefit for Toys 
for Tots. Featuring Points 
North, Tempest Knights, 
the Bill Decker Band, and 
EM K, the benefit will also 
have a raffle with “big priz-
es.” Tickets $12-$15. 7 p.m. 
show, doors open at 6:30. 
The Phoenix Theater, 201 
E. Washington St. 

Want to know more? 
ThePhoenixTheater.com. 

TWISTED CHRIST-
MAS LIVE!

Sunday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m.
Spreckels Performing 

Arts Center
A popular Sonoma 

County holiday tradition 

returns, with more off-
the-wall stories read loud 
by some of  the funniest 
people in the Bay Area: 
Will Durst, Reed Martin, 
“America’s Got Talent” 
star Oliver Graves, Debi 
Durst, Brad Surosky, 
Charles Siebert and Robin 
Pressman, with outra-
geous, “Frozen”-inspired 
musical satires by Peta-
luma’s Katie Kelley and 
Lucy London. The event is 
hosted by the Argus-Couri-
er’s David Templeton. Oh, 
there will also be singing 
zombies. And ‘A Night 
Before Christmas Bingo’ 
game. $30. 

Want to know more? 
SpreckelsOnline.com.

WELCOME YULE-
TIDE CONCERT

Tuesday, Dec. 11, 7:30 
p.m.

Saturday, Dec. 15, 3 
p.m.

Petaluma Valley Bap-
tist Church

Under the direction of  
Linda Evans Manuilow, 
the Petaluma Chorale 
presents its annual holiday 
show, featuring a seasonal 
showcase of  tunes from 
such composers as John 
Rutter, Eric Whitaker, 
and Irving Berlin. With 
piano accompaniment 
by Colleen O’Malley, the 
concert is designed to put 
all attendees in a mood for 
Christmas. Tickets $10-$12. 
Kids under 12 free. 

Want to know more? 
Get information or reserve 
tickets at BrownPaper-
Tickets.com, or purchase 
tix at the door. 

Grab your favorite egg nog mug and 
don your ugly sweater, it’s holiday time
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

FESTIVAL OF TREES: The annual fundraiser will take place at the 
Hotel Petaluma.

Introducing the Summit

Feel Good CDs

Investing in a Summit CD is a great way to feel good instantly!
• Feel good about supporting a local bank that supports
local businesses and local nonprofits!

• Feel good about earning a great rate!

See your local Summit State Bank branch or call (707)568-6000.

APY*

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are accurate as of 11/9/18 for these Certificates of Deposit (CDs). The APY is fixed and applies
to the initial term. The APY assumes interest will remain on deposit until maturity. The APY may change without notice. Interest is
compounded daily and is credited to the account monthly. If balance drops below $10,000, APY will convert to 0.20%. An early
withdrawal penalty equal to six months' interest on the amount withdrawn may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity.

APY*

APY*

St. Vincent de Paul High School

“The Difference”

Apply Now for the 2018-2019 School Year!

849 Keokuk St. Petaluma, CA 94952
Visit svhs-pet.org for more information and to get started

on your application
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6thStreetPlayhouse.com | 707 523-4185
In bustling Railroad Square, Santa Rosa

23DEC 22 2018

book by Thomas Meehan

music & lyrics by Charles Strouse & Martin Charnin

stage director Michael Fontaine

choreographer Joseph Favalora

music director Sonia Tubridy
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is like the visual equiva-
lent of  thinking out loud,” 
says John Bertucci, who 
will be resurrecting his 
popular “visual lecture” 

series, “The Art of  Cinema 
in Chapters,’ as a benefit 
for the Petaluma Arts 
Center. For two days, on 
Thursday, Nov. 29 and 
Friday Nov. 30, at 7 p.m., 
Bertucci will be discussing 
the ways that movies use 

cinematic storytelling to 
increase viewers’ under-
standing of  what he calls 
“the human drama, as it 
is shaped, projected and 
revealed on the silver 
screen.” Petaluma Arts 
Center, 230 Lakeville St. 
(near the SMART Train 
station). Doors open at 6:30 
p.m., and a suggested do-
nation of  $15 (one person), 
$25 (for two) is requested. 
PetalumaArtsCenter.org.

SENIOR ISSUES FO-
RUM

Senator Bill Dodd and 
representatives of  the 

Petaluma People Services 
Center present a Senior 
Issues Forum on Tuesday, 

Dec. 11, 
from 2:30-4 
p.m. at the 
Petaluma 
Seniors 
Center, 211 
Novak Dr. 
Attend-
ees will 
hear from 
experts 
on health-

care, fraud protection, and 
more. RSVPs are recom-
mended to 576-2093 or 
logan.pitts@sen.ca.gov.

Out Continued from C2

Bill 
Dodd

church went on a human-
itarian trip to the African 
nation. The secondary 
school they built has 
educated more than 160 
young people.

“It’s really changed the 
lives of  a lot of  students,” 
Becker said, adding that 
Festival of  Trees has 
raised around $50,000 for 
the school.

The event has raised 
more than $100,000 to 
date, including funds for 
local youth groups and 
community 
endeavors. 
In Novem-
ber, the 
Fabulous 
Women col-
lected grant 
applications 
from 21 local 
nonprofits 
with plans 
to better the 
community. On Friday 
night, the two grant win-
ners will be announced 
during the opening cele-
bration.

“The good work being 
done behind the scenes 
in this town is hum-
bling,” Becker said of  the 
nonprofit applications. 
“We love that our job is 
to collect money and give 
it back. We love being 
Santa’s elves, it makes us 
very happy.”

One doesn’t have to bid 

to come marvel at the 
more than 60 trees on dis-
play this year. There will 
also be a host of  seasonal 
activities to keep guests 
entertained.

Snow will fall in the Ho-
tel Petaluma’s courtyard. 
Professional photogra-
pher Victoria Webb, who 
specializes in portraits, 
will be on hand snap-
ping photos of  children 
and families with Santa 
Claus. Crafters and other 
vendors will offer their 

goods in 
the market-
place. Local 
bakers have 
filled the 
Sweet Shop 
with a wide 
selection 
of  goodies, 
with all pro-
ceeds going 
back to the 

charities. Dirty Red Barn, 
Pacific Empire Chorus 
and Petaluma Pete will 
perform seasonal songs.

“It really is this sweet 
little hometown event,” 
Gawronski said.

Festival of  Trees takes 
place Friday, Nov. 30, 
from 6-9 p.m., and Satur-
day, Dec. 1, from 3-9 p.m. 
Trees are up for bid until 
closing, unless someone 
pays the “buy it now” 
price. Bidders need not be 
present to win. 

Trees Continued from C1

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Jewelry hangs as part of the decoration on a Christmas 
tree at last year’s Festival of Trees.

 
“It’s really changed 
the lives of a lot of 

students.”
—Melissa Becker, Fabulous 

Women board member, 
on the Festival of Trees

of  millennial film critics have to say.

CREED II (PG-13)
Alexa Chipman
“Creed II” is predictable, but full 

of  heart.
Adonis Creed and his opponent 

struggle to define themselves as 
individuals, apart 
from their parents. 
When Adonis stares 
at his father’s loom-
ing case of  trophies 
— a memorial, of  
sorts, that threaten 
to define him — he 
becomes all of  us at 
the moment when 
we realize that who 
we are has to come 
from within. His 
drive to break free 

and forge his own path resonated 
with me.

I have too often allowed expecta-
tions to dictate my choices.

Between adrenaline-fueled spar-
ring that had me longing to scream, 
“Get your hands up!” and “Dodge 
out of  that corner!” at the screen, 
there is a touching love story with 
Adonis’ girlfriend, Bianca. Her 

lightly sarcastic humor and haunt-
ing singing voice — despite being 
hearing impaired — is inspirational.

“Creed II” feels like the Hallmark 
Channel made a hard-core boxing 
film.

And I am all for it.

MAGICAL BEASTS AND WHERE 
TO FIND THEM: THE CRIMES OF 
GRINDELWALD (PG-13)

Anderson Templeton
To a hardcore Harry Potter fan, 

these “Fantastic Beast” movies feel 
less like a spinoff and more like if  
you accidentally stumble upon a 
side-quest in a classic video game, 
and it turns out that the supposed 
“side-quest” is five times bigger than 
the original game.

All together, it’s oh so satisfying.
This film is about the rise of  the 

OG dark lord, aka Gellert Grindle-
wald aka Johnny Depp.

(Editor’s note: OG is “youth 
speak” for “original.”)

Whereas Volde-
mort’s threat came 
from his enjoyment 
of  inflicting pain, 
Grindlewald is 
played here as a cold 
dead soul, incapable 
(or unwilling) of  
feeling — which I 
think makes him 
more dangerous. 
Also, he has freaky 
eyes that make it 
hard to concentrate 

on anything going on, ’cause you 
just want to stare at him, ’cause it’s 
so weird.

The best thing about this movie is 
young Dumbledore.

He might not look like the 
116-year-old silver-bearded wizard 
yet, but Jude Law freaking nails it. 
The books describe Dumbledore as 
always having a twinkle in his eye, 
and I don’t know how Jude Law 
did it, but that twinkle was there in 
every scene.

My final verdict is this: if  you find 
yourself  eager to take and “AP His-
tory of  the Wizarding World” course 
with a bonus of  really compelling 
characters, this film is for you. 

Anyone else ... probably not.

Millennials  
Continued from C3

DEPP PERCEPTION: Johnny Depp as Grin-
delwald in ‘Fantastic Beasts”

vocals) and Rob McCoury (banjo), 
Alan Bartram (upright bass and 
vocals), Jason Carter (fiddle and 
vocals), and Cody Kilby (guitar) — 
was formed out of  the Del McCoury 
Band, in which the McCoury broth-
ers, Bartam, and Carter still play.

Earlier this year, the band re-
leased its eponymous debut album.

The McCoury family is one of  the 
premiere dynasties in the bluegrass 
world.

Del, the 79-year-old family patri-
arch, was a member of  the seminal 
bluegrass band Bill Monroe and 
Blue Grass Boys. Over the years, 
he’s picked up two Grammy Awards 
and 14 Grammy nominations. He’s 
also garnered numerous Interna-
tional Bluegrass Music Association 
awards, including nine as Enter-
tainer of  the Year. His band (the 
core of  the Travelin’ McCourys) has 
earned two additional IBMA awards 
as Instrumental Group of  the Year. 
It has a dozen albums to its credit, 
including 2016’s critically acclaimed 
“Del & Woody,” which found the 
McCourys recording previously 
unreleased songs by Woody Guthrie. 
In 1999, the band collaborated with 
Steve Earle on his Grammy-nomi-
nated bluegrass album “The Moun-
tain,” which Ronnie co-produced.

Del has one of  the most distinctive 
high and lonesome voices ever to fill 
a backwoods holler or a concert hall. 
He still tours.

“He stays busy,” McCoury says. 
“He’s a real workhorse.”

But the members of  the Travelin’ 
McCourys are world-class musicians 
in their own right.

In 1995, Ronnie and Rob released 
an album on the Rounder label. Ron-
nie is an eight-time IBMA Mandolin 
Player of  the Year winner. He took 
lessons from Bill Monroe. Rob was 
named the IBMA 2015 Banjo Player 
of  the Year. And the band’s fiddler, 
Jason Carter, has earned 11 IBMA 
Awards of  his own.

It was Del who encouraged his 
band to moonlight.

“We started as a result of  my 
dad, really,” McCoury recalls. “He 
came to us one day and said, “Boys, 

if  something happens to my voice, 
you’ll have to start cold. I don’t want 
that to happen. So, he sort of  pushed 
us out of  the nest.”

It took a while for the Travelin’ 
McCourys to establish their own 
identity.

“When we started this thing [as 
the Travelin’ McCourys], we knew 
we couldn’t just be a replica of  my 
dad’s band. We started out as the 
Del-less McCoury Band and it took a 
while to figure out our own direc-
tion,” says McCoury, noting that he 
and Bartram co-wrote six originals 
for the band’s recent album. “About 
three years ago, we hired Cody, who 
plays lead guitar, but also can play 
just about anything with a string on 
it. When I first met him, he was a 
child prodigy on the banjo.

“With him,” he adds, “we have a 
way to arrange our own songs.”

Meanwhile, both Del and the 
Travelin’ McCourys have formed a 
longtime working relationship with 
former Petaluma mando maestro 
David Grisman, who will join the 
band this week at the Mystic The-
atre.

“He’s my hero,” McCoury says of  
Grisman, one of  the originators of  
progressive bluegrass. “When I was 
a teenaged boy, I was learning blue-
grass from my dad and the straight-
ahead bluegrass of  Bill Monroe, my 
absolute hero. Then, one day, we got 
a package in the mail from David. In 
it was a record he was reissuing at 
the time. It was called “Early Dawg.” 
It included tracks from a live show 
my dad had played in 1964. I was 
pretty deep into traditional music 
and Bill Monroe. But, on that record, 
I heard David playing a lot like Bill 
and that turned me on to his stuff.”

As Ronnie recalls, Grisman also 
sent everything else he’d recorded 
up to that time.

“Those included original songs,” 
says McCoury. “The way he was play-
ing was just so unique. I was drawn 
to it and started listening to his mu-
sic every day. I mean, I had grown up 
around bluegrass mandolin legends 
— Bill Monroe, Bobby Osborne, Jesse 
McReynolds, Frank Wakefield — and 
along comes the Dawg.”

At 18, Ronnie McCoury finally met 
Grisman and the two hit it off right 

away.
“He was great. He was so kind and 

giving,” McCoury recalls. “When I 
was 21, he gave me a mandolin — 
the same one I play today.”

In 1987, Del contributed to Gris-
man’s “Home Is Where the Heart 
Is,” and joined the David Grisman 
Bluegrass Experience.

“Basically it was my dad’s band 
with David,” McCoury says. “As the 
years went by, I visited him in Cali-
fornia. We became good friends.”

In 1998, Ronnie approached 
Grisman about recording an album 
showcasing other influential blue-
grass mandolinists.

“He called me back shortly after 
Christmas and said, ‘Let’s do it.’ ”

The resulting album, “Mando-
lin Extravaganza,” earned a 2000 
Grammy nomination. Playing in 
concert with Grisman is still a thrill, 
McCoury says.

“There’s so much that goes 
through your head when you’re 
onstage with somebody that you’ve 
listened to since you were trying to 
learn to play the instrument,” he 
says. “Fortunately, I have been able 
to share the stage with some of  the 
greats, but David is the guy I learned 
the most from. He always took the 
time to show me things. He’s a great 
teacher, just a wonderful teacher. 
I can’t say enough about him. He’s 
my absolute hero. To share the stage 
with that guy is hard to describe.”

After 37 years of  motels, snow-
storms, flat tires and rental vans, 
McCoury says, playing in concert 
has never lost its appeal.

“Always the best part is being 
onstage. The hardest part is getting 
from Point A to Point B,” he says 
with a laugh. “But I’ve gotten to 
travel around the country and to be 
a part of  my dad’s life in the second 
half  of  his career, and great things 
have happened. He’s a member of  
the Grand Ole Opry and he’s in the 
Bluegrass Hall of  fame. To be with 
him through all that has been my 
life’s dream.

“And now,” he continues. “it’s 
the second part of  my life and we 
have this band. I know that noth-
ing comes easy, but we’re out here 
knocking around and we’re doing it.

“It’s only getting better for us.”

McCoury Continued from C3
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707.329.0477 • www.ongaroandsons.com

Celebrating 85 Years of Service

We Take You Seriously!

J
READER

S’

CHOICE
AWARD

S

2017
WINNER

762-8305
5Western Ave., Petaluma | rocklinjewelry.com

STERLING
SILVER

“the Petaluma Farm Bracelet”©
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County fires, a number of  North Bay 
musicians joined forces to create an 
album titled “Out of  the Fire,” as a way 
to raise money for surviving victims of  
the disaster. It featured original tracks 
by such folks as Sarah Baker, Volker 
Strifler, Danny Sorentino, Eki Shola and 
Johnny Campbell, who all wrote songs 
inspired by the fires. Joining them were 
Petaluma’s Allegra Broughton (Of  the 
Grammy-nominated band Solid Air) and 
Johnny Campbell (of  the Pulsators), plus 
Levu Lloyd, Doug Jayne, Willy Jordan 
and Zero. In addition to the new tunes, 
the album features a number of  covers. 

Now comes the live show version of  
the album, a festival-level meeting of  
bands and performers, to be held Dec. 2, 

from 1-7 p.m. Broughton and Campbell 
will be part of  the show, along with most 
of  the album’s contributors, who will be 
performing their track from the project 
and a lot of  other tunes too. The concert 
is being produced by Segue entertain-
ment, Prairie Sun’s Mooka Rennick, and 
engineer-musician Allen Sudduth, whose 
own home was lost in the blaze. 

The shindig takes place at Sally Toma-
toes, 1100 Valley House Drive, in Rohnert 
Park. Tickets are a bargain at $10. CDs 
will be available for sale at the event, 
with all proceeds going to the Out of  the 
Fire Benefit Trust Fund. Tickets avail-
able at Eventbrite.com.

(Have a good idea for a BUZZ item? 
Drop a line to Community Editor David 
Templeton at david.templeton@aguscou-
rier.com)

Buzz Continued from C1

River. The madam of  that establishment 
was a Ms. Fanny Brown, and Ms. Brown 
had, in her employ, up to six “ladies of  
the night” at any one time. Her red light, 
facing the river, was well known among 
lonely sailors plying those waters. It was 
also rumored that prominent Petaluma 
gentlemen were sometimes sampling 
the wares offered therein. On occasion, 
raucous laughter and little “exultations” 
(?) were heard emanating from within.

Thus was the set-up of  a great local 
story. It occurred the evening, of  May 2, 
1905, when Ms. Brown, thinking fondly of  
the ladies in her charge, and also know-
ing well the plot of  “Camille,” was moved 
to invite two of  her most popular “girls” 
to don their finest dresses and attend the 
show with their madam in a reserved box 
in the elegant new Hill Opera House, to 
view there, a tragic story … not unlike 
their own.

Welll … one can only imagine how this 
went-over in little Petaluma. 

Argus Editor Olmsted, the next day, 
fairly blew a gasket saying, “The audi-
torium was filled with many of  the best 
people of  Petaluma’s homes, representa-
tives of  the pure womanhood and the de-
cent manhood of  our city. The presence 
of  women of  the half-world is an insult to 

the theater-going public. These degraded 
creatures are a menace to decency.”

Wow! The “half-world?”
Apparently, Ms. Brown and friends had 

been quite joyous and animated in their 
theater box, and word of  their presence 
quickly spread throughout the audience. 
Editor Olmsted went on to complain, 
“The women were displaying themselves 
in a public place, constantly moving 
about and” (get this) “received many 
visits from a man who no decency!” 

Pretty brazen stuff. One wonders 
what the glamorous Georgia Harper was 
thinking, while portraying with great 
talent, a ‘soiled dove’ on that stage, to the 
real soiled doves up in that box.

Most of  these real-life women ended 
their lives in distress and despair, not 
unlike Georgia Harper’s character in 
“Camille,” and Ms. Brown’s House on C 
Street burned to the ground in the 1920s, 
after which the “trade” there was never 
started again. 

In 1923, the last vaudeville act appeared 
at the Hill Opera House and it became 
The Californian Theater, showing silent 
movies, at first, including “The Hum-
ming Bird” with Gloria Swanson. J.A. 
McNear II was then the theater manager. 
The McNears also owned the Mystic The-
ater on Main Street. The evolution of  the 
Opera House building continued as, in 
1967, it was renamed the Showcase The-

ater, and finally, in 1979, The Phoenix.
The Phoenix Theater has been man-

aged for the past 33 years by Petaluma 
native Tom Gaffey, with the mission to, 
“foster, through music and the arts, the 
emotional and social development of  the 
young people of  Petaluma.” 

And, in that regard, Petaluma Market 
owner Jim Agius, also a Petaluma native, 
has done much of  the theater concert 
booking for Jim‘s events. Jim and Tom 
have accomplished great things for Pet-
aluma, and last spring, Tom was named 
“Petaluma Good Egg of  The Year” for his 
many contributions.

The “oldest profession” had thrived 
wherever men were lonely, and the 
sexual repression of  the Victorian Age 
had something to do with it too, as police 

generally looked “the other way.” The 
saloon was where much of  the action 
started and early-on, tiny Petaluma had 
sported 17 such saloons. 

But, after the construction of  the 
Trans-Continental Railroad, more fam-
ilies and brides were brought out from 
the East, and by the 1900s, churches and 
schools had sprung up, the police and 
courts had begun to crack down on the il-
licit trade, and our little town in the West 
had become a bit more civilized. 

All this really happened, folks. 
Right here, in River City.

(Hisorian Skip Sommer is an honorary 
life member of  the Petaluma Historical 
Library and Heritage Homes. Contact him 
at skipsommer@hotmail.com)

Sommer Continued from C1

With Ugly Joe’s body right out 
there in the wood shed, and with 
the news that the curmudgeonly 
hermit had left a document con-
taining his final words and wish-
es, the opening night meeting 
would be sure to go down as one 
the of  better attended opening 
nights in Gathering history.

The meeting, according to 
custom, was held in the main 
room of  the Tin Brick Saloon, 
where three fireplaces kept most 
of  the nighttime freeze from 
intruding indoors. By the time 
the meeting began, all expected 
participants had arrived, the last 
being Bald Harry, Spitless Jeff, 
and a large, wispy-haired gent 
named Knife-blade Nick. After a 
characteristically quarrelsome 
group dinner consisting mainly 
of  flapjacks and whisky, the 
hermits turned their chairs to 
face Ethical Fred, and all grew 
silent. Without ceremony, Fred 
began reading from the paper, 
which from the character of  its 
contents, appeared to have been 
written quite recently.

“This here paper is the last 
will and testumint of  Joseph 
Agamemnon Oldhammer, 
better known to all you ignerunt 
skunks and sons a’ badgers as 
Ugly Joe,” Ethical Fred boomed 
out, as the hermits murmured 
their approval. From the insults 
imbedded in the opening para-
graph, it was clear that these 
were indeed the words of  Ugly 
Joe.

Fred continued reading. 

“I am figuring that if  you 
bossloppers are reading this, 
then I am dead, and if  I am 
dead — well then damn. All I 
can say is, I hope I was rubbed 
out in a humorous manner as to 
give you all something too jaw 
about for a nice long while. And 
if  I am a gone beaver, then I do 
not need my gear, or my knifes 
and things and can openers, 
or any of  my possibles, so you 
sorry bone-pickers can all take 
what you want and the hell with 
the rest. Burn me or bury me 
anyway you ken think of. For all 
I care, you can dump me in the 
Upchuck and send me on down 
to Butcher’s Foot.

“That should skeer the devil 
out of  them soft-bellies for sure.” 

That latter suggestion was 
met with a roar of  guffaws 
and knee-slaps, signaling the 
universal merriment of  all those 
assembled. This was, indeed, 
turning out to be a fine meeting.

“Now I have a last rekwest,” 
Fred went on reading, and 
everyone grew instantly silent 
again. Hermits generally frown 
upon requests, especially those 
of  dead folks, for they often 
contain hidden moral traps, and 
frequently smack of  obligation.

“Lately, I have been of  a mo-
rose and sorrowful nature,” the 
letter continued. “With Winter 
getting set to come down upon 
the mountain, I find I can’t stop 
thinking of  my childhood in the 
city, and banged if  I know why, 
I am thinking of  Christmas. 
Now, I have not given a banker’s 
hoot about Christmas since I 
left my home and kin and all 

the toomult of  modern life. Butt 
I do remember Christmas, and 
now I am sad, wishing I could 
have one more such holiday. 
This year at Christmas, which in 
case you forgot is the twentyfith 
of  December, I will find a way 
to make a Christmas for all you 
obstunate mountain wolfs, so’s 
we can have such a time as I 
remember.

“Butt if, like I said, I have been 
rubbed out, and cannot give you 
bull cheeses a hermits holiday, 
then I think it would be only fit-
tin’ you did fer me what I would 
have done fer you. I want you to 
take whatever is left of  my ugly 
old carcass, and I want you to 
give it a old fashunned Christ-
mas. There should be presents. 
I want a tree with foo-fa-raw on 
it, and a big dinner of  sum kind, 
anything uther than jerky, and 
I want you to sing songs and 
all that other Christmas stuff. 
That should make me laugh real 
hard, wherever my sorry soul 
has gone, just to think of  you 
lizard-eaters all singin’ fer me. 
Since you are the nearest thing 
to a family I have gott, dang 
you, it is you I am asking to do 
this last thing fer old Ugly Joe. I 
think you will, but if  you don’t, 
then to hell with you.”

The document was signed, “J. 

A. Oldhammer — Ugly Joe.”
“Well, Christ on a cracker,” 

whistled Sacrilegious Jim, after 
a long silence.

To the dismay of  many, the 
merry mood of  the room had 
now sharply changed. Against 
all odds, Ugly Joe’s letter, with 
its melancholic temper and 
sweet, unexpected wistfulness, 
had infected the hermits with a 
deep nostalgic longing, a sharp 
sense of  lack and of  loss. For 
each man and woman present, 
there were families left behind, 
and dreams gone off course. 
Through this bubbling soup 
of  unasked-for feeling swam a 
whole swarm of  long-forgotten 
Holiday memories, each one 
thick with the bittersweet crust 
of  failure, abandon and regret.

This feeling was overwhelm-
ing.

The hermits were enraged.
“Ugly Joe was a miserable old 

dog when he was alive,” barked 
Bald Harry, pulling his wool 
cap further down over his scalp, 
“and he always had a mean 
streak wide as a herd of  buffalo, 
but this is the worst, nastiest, 
dirtiest trick he ever played.”

Variations on Bald Harry’s 
viewpoint were exclaimed all 
around the room.

“Oh, put your muzzle on, 

I think it’s sorta sweet,” pro-
nounced Not Popular Pete, as 
everyone turned to glare at him. 
“Who’d a’ thought old Ugly Joe 
would ever think of  makin’ us a 
Christmas dinner! That’s really 
mighty nice o’ him.”

“Pete’s right,” Ethical Fred 
finally chimed in. “Ugly Joe 
mighta been a particular skunk, 
but he was a good hermit, and if  
he wasn’t dead and froze right 
now, I guess he would of  tried to 
do all that Christmas stuff for all 
of  us ungrateful grease-eaters. 
He was our host for these twen-
ty-something years, and I think 
at least we owe him enough to 
honor his crazy-brained last 
request.

“That said,” she added, “can’t 
say I know any Christmas 
songs.”

Had a small, screechy-voiced 
intruder not burst in upon 
them at that very moment, the 
hermits might have debated, 
thrashed-out and fist-fought the 
issue all night long, out of  sheer 
love of  arguing.

But there he was, a young boy 
no more than twelve years of  
age, stomping into the middle of  
the room like Napoleon at a tea 
party. He had long, unruly hair, 
a pink face flushed with excite-
ment, and a voice that ripped 
holes in the air.

“Which one of  you is it?” he 
shrieked, pointing a smudgy 
finger at each hermit in turn.

“Which one of  you is Santy 
Claus?”

(To be continued next week, 
Dec. 6)

Uglyjoe Continued from C3 A HOLIDAY ‘TALL TALE’ IN FIVE PARTS
In the tradition of such beloved writers of serialized fiction as Charles Dickens, 
Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Harriet Beecher Stowe, we now bring our readers 
a five-part Christmas “tall tale” by Community Editor David Templeton. The 
story began last week, and will run through Dec. 20, with a new part appear-
ing each week. Each installment will be posted online at Petaluma360.com. 

looked skyward and said “Thank You!” 
This had to be my reward, for doing 
things right. I walked into the bank to 
deposit the money. It was going to cure 
all my ills.

As I stood in line, I looked through 
the wallet, saw the pictures, counted the 
money, counted the money again, saw 
pay stubs, pictures of  his wife, his chil-
dren … all the things you might expect to 
find in a wallet.

And I was still ready to deposit the 
money

Until I got to be next in line.
As I stood waiting for the next teller, I 

swear to god, my left ear started to hurt, 
as if  my mom was pulling on it. I walked 

up to the teller, handed her the wallet and 
said, “I think someone lost this. There is 
$1263 dollars in it.”

The whole bank … started to clap.
I’ve never felt worse in my life.
I was going to keep the money. But I 

guess I’m okay, because I just thought 
about keeping the money. I didn’t actu-
ally do it. If  we got in trouble for what 
we were thinking, none of  us would be 
married.

But I forgot about that day. Until this 
day … because of  the theme.

“Too Many Crooks.”
We have too many crooks in this world, 

and I didn’t want to be one of  them.
Oh….it’s “Too Many Cooks?” 
Never mind.
I’ll start over with a different story 

next month.

Stories Continued from C2

BAPTIST
Sovereign Grace
Community Church
Church Office: (707)778-1296

1310 Commerce St. Suite B

Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 am
@Valley Orchards: 2100 E. Washington St

Wed. Bible Study – 7:00 pm (@ office)

Biblical Counseling Ctr of Sonoma Cty.

Pastor: Kevin Kirby

www.sovgracepetaluma.org

CATHOLIC
St. James Church
(707)762-4256,

125 Sonoma Mtn. Pkway

Pastor: Rev. Michael Culligan

Schedule of Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,

Sun. 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am,

5:00 pm - Weekday Masses: 9 am

St.Vincent De Paul Church
(707)762-4278

35 Liberty St., Petaluma

Pastor: Rev. William J. Donahue

Schedule of Masses:

Weekdays – Mon-Sat, 8:00 am

Saturday – 5:00 pm

Sundays – 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am

En Español, Sabado – 7:30 pm &

Domingo – 12:00 pm

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ,
Scientist Petaluma
Everyone Welcome!
522 B St., Petaluma (707)762-4105

Services and Childcare:
Sun. 10 am & Wed. 7:30 pm
Reading Room - 21 Sixth Street

Bible based Sunday school for students up

to the age of 20.

EPISCOPAL
St. John’s Episcopal Church
40 5th St., Petaluma
Sunday Eucharist
8 AM Rite I and 10 AM Rite II
Sunday School at the 10 AM Service
Julian’s Way Study Group at 9:40 AM Sundays
Tuesday Centering Prayer 5 PM
Wednesday Centering Prayer 9:30 AM
Wednesday Eucharist & Healing 12:15 PM
Taize Service 7 PM First Friday Monthly
(707)762-8872
www.saintjohnsepiscopalpetaluma.org

JEWISH
B’nai Israel Jewish Center
Saturday Shabbat Svc 9:45 am.
Rabbi Ted Feldman. Gan Israel Preschool,
Educational & Cultural Events.
740 Western Ave. Petaluma
762-0340 www.bnaiisrael.net

LUTHERAN
Elim Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am & 10:40 am
220 Stanley Street, Petaluma

www.elimpetaluma.org

(707) 762-4081

St. John Lutheran Church
455 McNear Avenue, Petaluma 707-762-4466
Sunday Service at 10AM
3rd Wednesday Advent Services
starting Dec. 5 at 7PM
Christmas Day Service at 10AM

METHODIST
Petaluma
United Methodist Church
Worship Service & Sunday School at 10:30 am
Wednesday Meditation 6:00 pm
Worship in Fijian Service at 1:00 pm
410 D Street (at 5th)
Rev. Eric Dale
707-762-9785
www.petalumaumc.org

To advertise in this directory, please contact:

Amanda Brower at 707-526-8587 or

Amanda.Brower@pressdemocrat.com

Social media safety education.
Advocacy for legislation that keeps kids safe.
Donating your vehicle makes our work possible.

PollyKlaas.org 25 Years
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Petaluma says hello to the Krampus

“In many parts of  the world, 
Christmas is acknowledged has 
having a certain ‘strangeness’ 
to it, a dark aspect to balance 
the light,” notes Ross Lockhart, 
of  Copperfield’s books. “It’s 
mostly in America that those 
weirdnesses are downplayed or 
ignored. Christmas, in this part 
of  the world, has been polished 
and buffed and given a nice, 
shiny, 1950s glow. We want to 
change all that.”

“And we’re doing it,” adds 
Assistant Manager and Events 
Specialist Ray Lawrason, “by 
introducing Petaluma to the 
Krampus. Krampus, meet Pet-
aluma. Petaluma, meet Kram-
pus.”

Krampus, to look at him – 
horns, fur, teeth and a very 
long tongue – would seem to be 
more at home during Halloween 
celebrations than at Christmas 
time. But Lawrason and Lock-
hart plan to educate locals about 
what, till recently, has been a 
mostly under-the-radar holiday 
tradition. To make that happen, 
and to have 
some fun doing 
it, the two 
monster-fiction 
fans have been 
mischievously 
organizing the 
bookstore’s 
first-ever 
Krampusnacht 
celebration, 
taking place 
Saturday, Dec. 
8, at 7 p.m. at 
Copperfield’s.

“Krampus-
nacht,” Lawra-
son explains, “is a predecessor, 
of  sorts, to what we think of  as 
the modern day Christmas, and 
it all revolves around the mythic 
figure of  the Krampus. Krampus 
is basically the second half  of  
the St. Nicholas story. Where-
in St. Nick gives candy and 
treats to the good children, the 
Krampus comes and finds the 
children who are not good, and 
they are, um, punished for being 
naughty.”

“It’s the old carrot-and-the-
stick,” adds Lockhart, “only 
in this case the stick is literal. 
Along with the sack. The sack is 
important.”

No kidding. 
In the case of  Krampus sack, 

however, it’s not what comes out 
of  it that matters, as with Santa 
Claus. According to a folk tradi-
tion that dates back to the 14th 
and 15th century in many parts 
of  Europe, when the Krampus 
comes on Christmas Eve, he 
puts all bad children in his sack 
and carries them away. Such 
creepy folktales have resulted 
in a number of  odd traditions in 
certain countries. Some people 
give “Krampus cards” at the 
holidays, with the warning, 
“Greetings from Krampus,” a 

reminder to stay good or else. 
Many countries have elaborate 
Krampusnacht parades – some-
times called “Krampus walks” - 
in which crowds gather to watch 
people dressed like the Kram-
pus, toting sacks and chains, and 
sometimes breathing fire. 

“In the states, it’s only recent-
ly begun to hit the zeitgeist, but 
in Europe, some villages and 
cities have been holding Kram-
pus parades for centuries,” says 
Lawrason. “The Krampus has 
recently become extremely pop-
ular in America, as you can see 
by all the books about Krampus 

that are now 
available.”

“Even chil-
dren’s books,” 
notes Lockhart. 
“In some of  the 
kids’ books, 
the Krampus 
has become an 
adorable little 
troublemaker. 
It’s definitely 
pushed its way 
into American 
culture.”

As pointed 
out earlier, 

Christmas around the world has 
plenty of  dark and somewhat 
bizarre traditions. In Japan, St. 
Nick has eyes on the back of  his 
head. In certain parts of  Spain, 
Nativity scenes often include 
an odd additional character 
known as “The Caganer,” which 
translates, more or less, to “the 
crapper.”

“He’s basically a little guy 
in a red cap who poops in the 
Nativity scene,” says Lockhart. 
“He’s awesome. In that tradition, 
people try sneak the little guy 
into their manger scenes, so 
the kids can try and spot him. 
He’s another reminder of  the 
dark side of  Christmas, a way of  
saying that for everything that 
is good, there is something or 
someone out there getting ready 
to take a crap right in the middle 
of  it. So there’s a spiritual side 
to the Crapper. He’s also just 
really, really funny.”

“These traditions, in many 
parts of  the world, grew out 
of  the fact that Christmas is a 
time when the days are getting 
shorter, the nights are getting 
longer, it’s going to be a hard 
winter till the sun returns, if  
it ever does,” says LAwrason. 
“It was a scary time for many 

people, truly a matter 
of  life and death. 
So it’s no surprise 
that so many scary 
traditions have risen 
up out of  Christmas 
and the Solstice and 
wintertime.”

Here in Petaluma, 
Copperfield’s Kram-
pusnacht celebration 
will include a brief  
presentation by 
Lockhart and Law-
rason on the various 
Krampus traditions 
and folklore, with 
perhaps a reading 
from some of  the 
books on the subject. 
There will be light 
refreshments – “Appropriately 
chosen for Krampusnacht,” says 
Lawrason with a wicked grin – 
and general fun and games. 

“We’re hoping some people 
come in costume,” Lawrason 

adds. “If  anyone’s had a Kram-
pus outfit in their wardrobe, but 
hasn’t had a good opportunity to 
put it on, well put it on and come 
on down.”

Asked how the idea of  orga-

nizing a Krampus-
nacht party came to 
be, both Lockhart 
and Lawrason grin.

“Well, we’re fans 
of  weird traditions 
in general,” he says. 
“We like weird stuff, 
so we mentioned a 
few months back that 
it would be fun to do 
an event that focused 
on Krampus, and the 
folks in management 
said, ‘Okay. Do it.’ We 
hope it will become 
an annual thing, and 
maybe someday we 
can include a tradi-
tional Krampus walk 
as well.”

“Can you imagine dozens of  
people in Krampus outfits pa-
rading down Kentucky street?” 
laughs Lawrason.

“Yes I can,” says Lockart. “It 
would be really sweet.”

Celebrate the dark side of the holidays 
at Copperfields in Petaluma Dec. 8
By DAVID TEMPLETON
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

SANTA’S LITTLE HELPERS: More costumed revellers, this time from the Krampus Paradew in Bad Toelz, Germany, from Dec. 9, 2017.

KRAMPUSNACHT
What: A celebration of St. Nick’s 
sidekick from European Christmas 
tradition
When: Saturday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m.
Where: Copperfield’s Books, 140 
Kentucky St.
Costumes: Not required, but 
encouraged. 
Information: Copperfieldsbooks.
com

“GREETINGS FROM KRAMPUS!”: A costumed parade participant from Podkoren, Slovenia, at the Krampus Parade in 2017.

HERE COMES KRAMPUS: Copperfield’s is bringing European Krampus traditions to Petaluma on Dec. 8.

GREETINGS FROM KRAMPUS: Cop-
perfield’s celebrates Krampusnacht.

SWEET KRAMPUS: As the Krampus traditions have become more 
popular in America, some people are finding ways to make the Kram-
pus cute.


