
‘Food for Fines’ at the 
library: Local food banks have 
teamed up with Sonoma County 
libraries for another holiday 
season’s “Food for Fines” 
program. Got some overdue 
book fines? Afraid to return 
that copy of  “Catcher in the 
Rye” because you misplaced it 
for six months? Until Dec. 29, all 
branches of  the library system, 
including the Petaluma Region-
al Library, will forgive fines 
in exchange for a donation of  
food to organizations that help 
the hungry in our community. 
One “unit” of  food will erase 
all fines from past due items, 
for one library account, though 
donations will not count toward 
lost or damaged books. The 
most-needed food items now 
being requested are non-per-
ishable foods such as canned 
tuna and meat, peanut butter, 
low-sodium canned soups and 
stews, rice and beans, pasta and 
sauces, but no glass containers, 
please.

Gift cards requested for 
Christmas Cheer: Described 
as Petaluma’s “Little engine 
that could,” the nonprofit 
Christmas Cheer is once again 
seeking donations to help feed 
the hungry during this holiday 
season. Each year, they work 
from a donated space some-
where in town, and this times 
it’s the former Exchange Bank 
space (not large) at the Leghorn 
Shopping Center, near Flamez 
grill. Because of  the miniscule 
footprint of  the place, the char-
ity is suggesting that instead 
of  donating actual food (where 
would they put it?), community 
members drop off gift cards 
from grocery stores. The Holi-
day Cheer folks (all volunteers, 
naturally) will make sure they 
get to people who need them. 
For information, call 763-8368.

  

Argus-Courier writer gets 
a plug in Alice Waters’ new 
book: And speaking of  food 
... in bestselling author Alice 
Water’s new book “Truth, Love 
and Clean Cutlery,” local foodie 
and Argus-Courier restaurant 
writer Houston Porter is quoted 
by name as part of  Waters’ 
discussion of  Petaluma’s The 
Drawing Board restaurant. 
The single page item includes 
blurbs titled “What they say,” 
describing how the staff of  the 
Drawing Board describe their 
own culinary approach, “What 
others say,” which quotes 

Spy Emerson wants to play
Petaluma performance artist persists despite loss of venue

On a cold evening last month, 
performance artist Spy Emerson 
sat on her outdoor “stage” in 

American Alley, in downtown Petaluma, 
near Putnam Plaza. She was in costume 
and surrounded by handmade props, 
including Larry the Limp, a life-sized 
dummy. It was almost time for her 
current project, Happy Forever Game 
Night, to begin.

There was not a soul in sight.
Despite the darkness and the Novem-

ber chill, at 7 p.m., Emerson started the 
show with a bugle blast, followed by a 
recitation of  an introductory poem. Sud-
denly a young woman named Jennifer 
approached and volunteered to be the 
first contestant.

Emerson believes in the old adage that 
“the show must go on,” even if  your per-

formance space suddenly disappears.
For the previous month, she had been 

performing Monday nights at the Big 
Easy, a live music venue on the alley. 
She was encouraged by the gradual 
growth of  her audience and felt her 
goal was being achieved — to entertain 
the public while raising awareness of  
important social problems.

But the popular music spot was 
abruptly closed by the Sonoma County 
Department of  Health Services. The 

owners of  the Big Easy have issued a 
statement saying the closure is a simple 
misunderstand that ought to be quickly 
remedied. But in the meantime, Emer-
son faced a dilemma: to call it quits or 
find another space.

She asked the Big Easy and the adjoin-
ing business, Aces Over Eights Tattoo, if  
she could use a small area in front of  the 
two businesses for her show.

They agreed.
Emerson’s show consists of  a variety 

of  games she has created in which both 
adults and children can win what she 
calls “Terrible Prizes.” And yes, she 
capitalizes that. For Jennifer, the young 
woman braving the chill evening, Emer-
son suggested they play “Makin’ Bacon,” 
a game that promotes vegetarianism.

In the game — which Emerson in-

By CLARK MILLER
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

See Emerson, C8

CRISTINA PASCUAL / ARGUS-COURIER STAFF 

Emerson’s weekly game show, “Happy Forever” at The Big Easy. Despite the venue being temporarily closed, she keeps the fun going.

Community The Blind Boys of Alabama at the Mystic
A chat with the acclaimed gospel group’s Jimmy Carter. C3

The Last Will and Testament of Ugly Joe
The story continues, with part three of our holiday tall tale. C3
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Frank looks back on teaching career
September 1962 was a good time to be 

in Petaluma, a city of  15,000, presided 
over by Mayor Everett A. Matzen. 

Plans called for a new shopping center at 
the corner of  West Payran Street and Peta-
luma Boulevard North, a bond proposal for 
a new library was being discussed, raisin 
snails were on sale at U.S. Bakery (six for 
69 cents), and Petaluma schools had record 

attendance, with 5,458 
students enrolled in 
the two high schools 
(PHS & SV), two 
junior highs and six 
elementary schools.

That was the 
month Ron Frank 
accepted the teaching 
job he’d been look-
ing for, in a thriving 
community with top 
notch schools, where 

he and his wife, Elaine, could live and 
teach. He joined the 29-member Petaluma 
Junior High School faculty as the new 
school — which had opened the previous 
January after sharing Kenilworth Junior 
High for nearly three years of  double ses-
sions — began its first full academic year 
with 774 students.

Elaine Frank taught kindergarten at 
Two Rock School. She retired from teach-
ing when their children, Khris, Karl and 
Eric, were born. Ron Frank taught history 
and science at the junior high for 17 years 
before moving to Petaluma High in 1979, 
where he taught history and government 

and coached the girls’ swim team for five 
years, including its North Bay League 
championship season of  1983.

He retired from full-time teaching in 
1997, after 38 years, 35 of  them in Petaluma, 
but continued on as a substitute.

“I think the good teachers are naturals, 
it’s something you have in you,” said 
83-year-old Frank. “You either have the 

ability to relate to the students or you don’t. 
Going into teaching was the best thing I 
ever did. I made my mark there.”

A first-generation American whose par-
ents, Emil and Hannah Frank, emigrated 
from Germany, Frank was an only child 
raised in a German-speaking household. 

 ■ TOOLIN’ AROUND TOWN  ■

CRISTINA PASCUAL/ARGUS-COURIER STAFF 

Eighty-three-year-old Ron Frank is a retired history teacher.

See Toolin, C7

Harlan  
Osborne

FOOD FOR FINES: Bring food to Library, 
erase your overdue book fines.

See Buzz, C7

PLANNING TO GO?
What: Happy Forever Game Night
When: Monday nights, 7–9 p.m.
Where: The Big Easy, 128 American Alley, 
Petaluma
Cost: Free

LOCALS MAKE GOOD: Argus-Courier 
food writer Houston Porter gets mention 
alongside Petaluma eatery the Drawing 
Board in Alice Waters’ latest book. 
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 ■ OUT & ABOUT IN PETALUMA  ■
LIBRARY: FRATELLO 
MARIONETTES BRING 
‘NORTH POLE REVIEW’
The Petaluma regional library 

hosts a holiday-themed show for 
all ages, as the popular Fratello 
Marionettes present “The North 
Pole Review,” a music-filled 
string-operated performance 
featuring such puppet-powered 
acts as The Russian Trepak 
Dancers, the ice-skating Crys-
tal Chandelier, and a troupe of  
acrobatic penguins. Saturday, 
December 8, 1:30 p.m. 100 Fair-
grounds Drive. Free.

KYLE CRAFT IN CONCERT
Petaluma violinist Kyle Craft 

will perform waltzes and polkas 
by Johann Strauss, with piano 
accompaniment. In an intimate 
hometown concert at the Aqus 
Café. Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m. 

198 H St. No cover. Aqus.com.

WELCOME TO THE 
VILLAGE: INTRO MEETING
Curious about aging better? 

Want to stay in your own home 
as long as possible? Heard of  the 

“Village Movement”? It’s a na-
tional effort to expand the choic-
es we have at all stages of  aging. 
Petaluma Village Network wants 
to inform all interested parties 
— from aging adults to those 
who care about them — to learn 
what it’s all about at an intro-
ductory meeting. Thursday, Dec. 
15, 955 Petaluma Blvd. 11 a.m. to 
12 p.m. VillageNetworkofPetalu-

ma.com.
LECTURE: AMERICAN 
PUBLIC LIBRARY 
MOVEMENT
Dr. Kenneth Breisch, an 

authority on library architec-
ture, will be delivering a talk 
titled “Andrew Carnegie and the 
American Library Movement,” 
on Saturday, Dec. 8, at the Pet-
aluma Historical Library and 
Museum, itself  a part of  the Car-
negie “movement.” 4-5:30 p.m. 20 
4th St. PetalumaMuseum.com.

SENIOR ISSUES FORUM
Senator Bill Dodd and rep-

resentatives of  the Petaluma 
People Services Center present a 
Senior Issues Forum on Tues-
day, Dec. 11, from 2:30-4 p.m. at 
the Petaluma Seniors Center, 211 

Kyle Craft: Petaluma violinist performs 
Dec. 12 at Aqus Cafe.

STRING THEORY: The Fratello Marionettes 
come to the Petaluma Library See Out, C7

NETWORKING: Village Network hosts 
an introductory meeting for the public.

Kramer brings theme park magic to downtown hotel

“We had 40 ginger-
bread houses in 
Hotel Petaluma the 

first year, 60 the second, and this 
year we expect over 100 will be 
showcased in our historic ball-
room and lobby,” assistant Gen-
eral Manager Shannon Kramer 

tells us. “The 
festive display 
is a free event, 
and everyone 
can cast a vote 
for the people’s 
choice award.”

Originally 
dreaming of  
becoming the 
hospitality 
manager for 

an amusement park, Kramer 
moved to Petaluma during her 
stint shadowing the Executive 
Director at the Sonoma County 
Fair.

“As part of  the Western Fairs 
Association executive develop-
ment program, I spent a year 
shadowing directors at several 
county fairs, and then the State 

Fair in Sacramento,” she says. 
“In 2015, the new owners of  the 
Hotel Petaluma had already 
begun extensive renovations to 
the historic property, and when 
they held a job fair, I got hired as 
the sales and catering manager. 
Building upon my dozen years 
managing special events (includ-
ing the Sonoma County Fair’s 
cattle drive through downtown 
Santa Rosa in 2011), I moved up 
to my current position a year 
and a half  ago.”

Kramer says she does ev-
erything the public expects an 

assistant general manager of  a 
boutique hotel to do.

“Front desk, reservations, 
HR,” she says, ticking items off 
a mental list. “But my main task 
is to make this a destination for 
locals — a place where people 
want to come. The holiday 
season is very busy around 
here. We ended November by 
partnering with The Fabulous 
Women for their Festival of  
Trees fundraiser, and every 
Friday night in December,  we 
use a snow machine to create 
snow flurries in the courtyard, 

where Santa Claus is a regular 
visitor. From the 13th to the 15th 
the Petaluma Radio Players will 
be doing live performances of  
two Sherlock Holmes comedies 
in their famous live-theater-style 
in the Goldman Ballroom.”

Named after the philan-
thropic owners of  the Leader 
Department Store (housed in the 
streamlined-building on the cor-
ner of  Western and Kentucky), 
the ballroom’s name prompts 
a visit to the bronze plaque in 
the lobby that explains how the 
1926 hotel was “made possible 
through the cooperative effort of  
eight hundred and fifty five men 
and women of  Petaluma,” who 
bought shares in the hotel and 
raised $250,000 of  the eventual 
$350,000 price tag. The plaque 
continues: “(The hotel) stands as 
evidence and proof  of  the faith 
which the people of  Petaluma 

have in each other and in their 
city.”

The gingerbread house show-
case — which will be on display 
Friday and Saturday, Dec. 7-8, 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., and Sun-
day, Dec. 9, 1-5 p.m. — demon-
strates the same kind of  commu-
nity spirit, Kramer believes.

“The original idea came from 
my boyfriend, Ant, who used to 
work here,” she adds. “We have 
limited the size to a base of  30”x 
30,” and allow a few external 
elements to be non-edible. 
But everything else has to be 
tasty enough to eat. The house 
builders are super creative and 
the gingerbread houses are all 
mixed up as they arrive. Then 
we place them by size to create 
a good mix, so I have no specific 
idea of  what this year’s display 
will look like when it’s finished. 
I’m just prepared to be amazed.”

Busy as she is, Kramer still 
makes time to sing second sopra-
no with the Petaluma Chorale 
(part of  the SRJC’s Community 
Education Department). “With 
our mixture of  familiar holiday 
songs and carols, this is my 
favorite time of  the year to be 
singing.”

(Contact Gil at gilmansergh@
comcast.net)

Gingerbread house showcase 
among seasonal attractions 
at historic landmark
By GIL MANSERGH
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

PHOTO BY VICTORIA WEBB 

GINGERBREAD CITY: Damian Rose Clark looks at a confectionary downtown at 
the 2017 Gingerbread House contest.

Shannon 
Kramer

 
“With our mixture of 

familiar holiday songs 
and carols, this is my 

favorite time of the year 
to be singing.”

—Shannon Kramer

Join the North Bay Business Journal in
honoring top real estate projects and

the key industry players who made them
possible at the 13th annual 2018 Top

Projects Awards!

DEC 12 - 4:00-6:30PM

NBBJ.NEWS/PROJECTS18
REGISTRATION CLOSES DEC 10

REGISTER
ONLINE

$70 PER PERSON / $715 FOR A TABLE OF 10

TABLE OF 10 INCLUDES COMPANY NAME ON SIGN

HYATT REGENCY, SANTA ROSA

UNDERWRITERS:

AWARD SPONSORS:

CORPORATE SPONSORS: Kaiser Permanente, Midstate Construction

TOP REAL ESTATE
P R O J E C T S AWA R D S
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Stepping Out

“When the Blind Boys started out, 
we weren’t figuring on any kind 
of  accolades or anything. But 

we’re proud of  the recognition we’ve gotten 
over the years,” says Jimmy Carter, the lead 
singer of  the six-time Grammy Award-win-
ning gospel group the Blind Boys of  Alabama. 
“It made me realize that just because you’re 
blind, it does not limit you from what you want 
to do.”

Speaking on his cell phone between bites 
of  a fish sandwich at a noisy New York deli, 
James “Jimmy” Carter, 86, is the last original 
member of  the acclaimed vocal ensemble. For 
more than 70 years, the Blind Boys of  Ala-
bama (formerly known as the Five Blind Boys 
of  Alabama) has been singing the praises of  
the Lord, issuing forth a mighty message of  
old-time religion in a holy-roller style that is 
known as “hard gospel.”

The group has had plenty of  opportunities 
to cash in on fame and fortune. The closest 
they came to the pop charts was 2002’s “Spirit 
of  the Century,” which explored the connec-
tion between gospel and blues on songs by 
Tom Waits and others. But Clarence Foun-
tain, the now-deceased longtime leader of  the 
group, would have no part of  selling out. 

“I knew there was more money in rock and 

The Last Will 
and Testament 
of Ugly Joe the 
Hermit

A serialized comedic tale for 
the holidays, in which an odd 
gathering of hermits find 
themselves caring for a wild 
little boy at Christmas

(In last week’s installment, the 
isolated gathering of  hermits 
have just read the will of  Ugly 
Joe, requiring them to throw a 
Christmas party for his frozen 
corpse. Just then, a wild little 
boy appears — a resident of  the 
town of  Frozen Corners, which 
is abandoned every winter 
during the worst of  the weather 
— and immediately demands to 
see Santa Claus.) 

PART THREE.
The noisy intruder of  a boy 

— who was named Henry Hay 
but was commonly known as 
“Lucky” — was, the hermits 
soon learned, not lucky enough 
to have avoided pulling the 
short straw back in November, 
just before the annual evac-
uation, when the children of  
Frozen Corners held a secret 
meeting to decide which one of  
them would stay behind.

It was part of  a plan the 
young ones had been hatching 
for months.

By DAVID TEMPLETON
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Blind Faith
Acclaimed Alabama gospel band still spreading the joy

BLIND BOYS OF ALABAMA: Jimmy Carter (center) says he still loves bringing music to people who need a boost.

 ■ LIVE MUSIC    ■

See Blind, C6

Last weekend, I visited 
one of  my favorite spots 
in Petaluma: Marisa’s 

Christmas Fantasia, in the 
Lan Mart Building beneath 
Old Chicago Pizza in down-
town Petaluma. To many, the 
glittering emporium is simply a 
good place to pick up Christmas 
ornaments and other holiday 
decorations. It’s definitely that.

But to me and my family, it’s 
also a major emotional land-
mark, the location of  a deeply 
significant moment in our lives.

That moment not only lingers 
in our collective memories, 
coming up every Christmas 
season, in one way or another. 
The moment has even been 
transformed into a scene in 
a holiday play I wrote a few 
years back, one I am currently 
directing a new production of  
at San Rafael’s Belrose Theater.  
The play, titled “Polar Bears,” 
is part of  the reason I was at 
Marisa’s Fantasia last weekend, 
seeking an ornament to give as 
an opening night gift to Chris 
Schloemp, the actor playing 
the character based on me. It 
seemed appropriate, given that 
Marisa’s plays such an import-
ant part in the story Chris tells 
in the play, that I’d find some-
thing perfect there.

See Uglyjoe, C7

By GREG CAHILL
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

See Junkie, C6

Culture Junkie
David Templeton

A shop, an 
angel and 
a stranger’s 
kindness

PLANNING TO GO?
What: Blind Boys of Alabama Christmas Show
When: Friday, Dec. 21, at 8 p.m.
Where: Mystic Theatre, 21 N. Petaluma Blvd.
Admission: $38/advance); $43/day of the show; 
$48/reserved balcony
Tickets: (707) 775-6048 or visit MysticTheatre.com.

Finding Our New
Normal. Together.
As our region recovers from the 2017 fires,

Healthcare Foundation Northern Sonoma County,

together with local and national partners, created

the Wildfire Mental Health Collaborative. We want

all local residents have access to evidence-based

strategies to recover and build resiliency post-

wildfire, including:

• Drop-in counseling sessions

• Individual and group counseling

• Download the free app Sonoma Rises

• Online wellness self-assessment
MySonomaStrong.com

• Restorative yoga and meditation sessions

• Mental health professionals available to
work with your group

Please donate to fund these free bilingual services

to support our employees, friends and neighbors in

their healing. Visit healthcarefoundation.net or call
707-473-0583 today.

Free health services brought to you by the Wildfire Mental Health Collaborative—an initiative of the
Healthcare Foundation Northern Sonoma County. Media campaign supported by the Community
Foundation Sonoma County’s Resilience Fund, Constellation Brands and Medtronic. Support also
provided by Tipping Point Community Emergency Relief Fund.
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Your Weekend

Rep. Barbara Lee to speak in Petaluma
An afternoon conversation between 

current Congresswoman Bar-
bara Lee and former Congress-
woman Lynn Woolsey will be the 
2018 season-closing event of  the 
popular Literacyworks Lecture 
Series, a fundraiser for the Pet-
aluma-based nonprofit devoted 
to underserved adults seeking to 
increase their literacy skills. The 
event – taking place Sunday, Dec. 
17 at 2:45, at the Petaluma SRJC 
– is co-produced by Copperfield’s 
Books, and will likely touch on Lee’s 

inspirational memoir, “Renegade3 for 
Peace & Justice.”

Since 1998, Lee has been the 
representative for California’s 
13th congressional district, and 
is the former chair of  the Con-
gressional Black Caucus. In 2001, 
she was the topic of  numerous 
national talk shows, as the only 
member of  congress to deliver a 
no vote on authorizing the use of  
military force against terrorists. 

Given the long friendship 
between Lee and Woolsey, it’s a 

strong probability that their conversa-

tion will also touch on issues that both 
leaders have worked on throughout their 
careers, including affordable housing, 
immigration and homelessness.

ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Rep. Barbara 
Lee

PLANNING TO GO?
What: Congresswoman Barbara Lee in Con-
versation with Lynn Woolsey
When: Sunday, Dec. 16, 2:45 p.m.
Where: Carole L. Ellis Auditorium, 680 Sono-
ma Mountain Parkway.
Tickets: $30.
Information: Copperfieldsbooks.com.

HOW TO REACH US
News releases for the Community section 
may be mailed to the Argus-Courier, P.O. Box 
750308, Petaluma 94975; emailed to david.
templeton@arguscourier.com or hand-de-
livered to 719C Southpoint Blvd. weekdays 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

 ■ Deadline is at least two weeks prior to 
the event.

 ■ Press releases should be typed and must 
include date, time, place and a telephone 
contact.
For more information, call David Templeton 
at 776-8461.

THURSDAY
NATE LOPEZ
Sonoma County eight-string guitar 

master Nate Lopez will be entertaining 
diners and barroom cocktail imbibers 
beginning at 7:30 p.m., at Rosen’s 256 
North. No cover. 256 N. Petaluma Blvd. 
256North.com.

AIR FORCE BAND
A free concert will be presented in 

Petaluma by the U.S. Air Force Band of  
the Golden West, a concert band current-
ly touring the state. 
Petaluma Veterans 
Building, 1094 N. 
Petaluma Blvd. 7 p.m. 
No tickets required. 
Music.af.mil.

FRIDAY
AWESOME 
HOTCAKES
With a sweet sound 

described as “Brass 
and Soul Rock and 
Roll,” the band known 
as Awesome Hotcakes 
(or just AHC) was “or-
ganically” formed in 
Northern California, 
and despite a name 
that many fans proudly call one of  the 
worst ever devised for a band so good, 
has developed into an incredibly tight 
five-piece ensemble with a rapidly grow-
ing legion of  admirers. See for yourself  
at Red Brick, 101 Second Street. 7 p.m. No 
cover. RedBrickRestaurants.com.

SATURDAY
THE GRAIN
Petaluma’s fast-rising jam band The 

Grain (insert yeasty bread joke here) 
returns to the Mystic for a holiday 
concert, and the6y are bringing along 
some recently renamed friends: The King 
Street Giants (formerly known as The 
Dixie Giants) and The Big Fit (formerly 

known as Frobeck). 21 N. Petaluma Blvd. 
8:30 p.m. (doors open 7:30 p.m.). $14. Myst-
icTheatre.com.

SIDEMEN
Peter Welker’s new 

band, dubbed the Side-
men, is a hand-picked 
ensemble of  “killer” 
musicians who, ac-
cording to Welker, have 
already put in over 
300 hours writing and 
recording songs for a 
new CD. Based on the 
caliber of  what’s been 
recorded, Welker says 
two major labels are 
considering releasing 
the album when it’s 
done. See what they are 
up to this weekend at 
Red Brick, 101 Second 
St. 8 p.m. No Cover. 

RedBrickRestaurants.com.

SUNDAY
ELF
Flashback Cinema presents the classic 

modern-day story of  a human baby 
who crawls into Santa’s sack and ends 
up raised by elves at the North Pole. As 
played by Will Farrell, Buddy eventually 
travels to NYC to find his real family, 
but brings his elf-like ways with him. 
The film has been transformed into a hit 
Broadway musical, and now returns to 
the big screen. Boulevard Cinema, 200 C 
St. 12:30 and 6:30 p.m. The film plays at 
the same times on Wednesday, Dec. 12. 
Cinemawest.com.

AIR FORCE BRASS: The U.S. Air Force Band of the Golden West plays Petaluma this weekend.

Goodbye, North Pole!: Buddy the Elf (Will 
Ferrell) heads to the big city in “Elf,” screening this 
weekend at Boulevard Cinema.

THE GRAIN: 
Based in Peta-
luma, The Grain 
are gathering a 
large following.

SIDEMEN PLAY RED BRICK: The new band fronted by Peter Welker (pictured) has been working on a 
debut CD.

STEAMY AND DELICIOUS: Awesome 
Hotcakes is a band that’s so much better 
than its name.

Kitchen Cabinetry
BathroomVanities
Counter Top Services
Kitchen + Bath Design
Accessories + Plumbing
Fixtures
Tile/Flooring
Design Build Services
707.773.7876
4232 Petaluma Blvd North

www.eikoskitchenandbath.com

By Appointment Only

Antonis Construction is
proud to introduce…… Give a Parks

Your annual membership includes:

• free parking at 50+

• free night of camping

• festival admission

• free boat launching

• discounts to Water Bark

sonomacountyparks.org

$ general
$49 senior

$69 general

Membership
our annual membership includes:

+ regional parks

free night of camping

free boat launching
ater Bark

general

senior

general

ship
our annual membership includes: 

Gift Memberships available at
SonomaCountyParks.org through
Dec. 7 and Regional Parks’ office,
REI, Oliver’s Markets, and other
retail partners through Dec. 24

Come to
Barta
Hide Co

for a large
assortment of
leathers & furs

888 Lakeville St.
Petaluma,CA 94952

(707)762-2965
Open Monday - Friday • 8am - 5pm

BA
RTA

HIDE CO
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 ■ HOLIDAY ROUNDUP  ■

Festive activities from tree-lightings to Krampus 
Lights are a theme 

around this time of  year, 
from the lights of  the 
Chanukah menorah to 
the lights on the Hospice 
Christmas tree in Walnut 
Park to the multicolored 
lights on houses and shops 
to the stage lights at a vari-
ety of  holiday shows.

There’s a bit of  darkness 
too (it is coming up on Sol-
stice, of  course, celebrat-
ing the longest night and 
the turning of  the year), as 
evidenced by Copperfield’s 
Krampusnacht party and 
the (slightly) spooky vibes 
of  the otherwise hilarious 
“Twisted Christmas Live!” 
and “Holmes Alone” stage 
shows.

Here are a number 
examples of  events, gath-
erings and performances 
that will shine a bright, 
happy light on the holidays 
over the next few weeks.  

LIGHT UP A LIFE
Friday, Dec. 7, 6 p.m.
Walnut Park
St. Joseph Health’s 

Hospice Services return to 
Walnut Park this year for 
the annual Light Up a Life 
celebration. Chris Falley, 
Director of  Hospice Ser-
vices for St. Joseph, will 
be speaking and live music 
will be performed by the 
Casa Grande High School 

Concert Choir and the 
Casa Grande High School 
Chamber Choir, led by 
Sadie Sonntag and accom-
panied by Lauren Haile. 
During the festivities, the 
enormous tree will be lit, 
with bulbs representing all 
those our community has 
lost since last Christmas. 

Want to know more? 
HospiceLightUpaLife.org.

KRAMPUSNACHT
Saturday, Dec. 8, 7 p.m.
Copperfield’s Book 
A popular European 

holiday tradition comes to 
Petaluma as Copperfield’s 
Books gives props to the 
spookier side of  Christ-
mas with its first-ever 
celebration of  Krampus-
nacht. In some parts of  
the world, Krampus – a 
tall, hairy guy with horns 
and his own version of  
Santa’s sack - is St. Nick’s 
sidekick, tagging along 
to collect any naughty 
girls and boys.  Copper-
field’s resident experts 
on off-the-wall folklore, 
Ray Lawrason and Ross 
Lockhart, will be sharing 
tales from classic folklore, 
leading games, and more. 
Krampus costumes are 
encourages. There will be 
light refreshments, of  a 
Krampusnacht nature.

Want to know more? 
Copperfields.com.

WE ROCK FOR TOTS
Saturday, Dec. 8, 
7 p.m.
The Phoenix Theater
The Phoenix presents 

a massive rock show as a 
benefit for Toys for Tots. 
Featuring Points North, 
Tempest Knights, the Bill 
Decker Band, and EM K, 
the benefit will also have 
a raffle with “big prizes.” 
Tickets $12-$15. 7 p.m. 
show, doors open at 6:30. 
The Phoenix Theater, 201 
E. Washington St. 

Want to know more? 
ThePhoenixTheater.com. 

TWISTED
CHRISTMAS LIVE!
Sunday, Dec. 9, 7 p.m.

Spreckels Performing 
Arts Center
A popular Sonoma 

County holiday tradition 
returns, with more off-
the-wall stories read aloud 
by some of  the funniest 
people in the Bay Area: 
Will Durst, Reed Martin, 
“America’s Got Talent” 
star Oliver Graves, Debi 
Durst, Brad Surosky, 
Charles Siebert and Robin 
Pressman, with outra-
geous, “Frozen”-inspired 
musical satires by Peta-
luma’s Katie Kelley and 
Lucy London. The event is 
hosted by the Argus-Couri-
er’s David Templeton. Oh, 
there will also be singing 
zombies. And ‘A Night 

Before Christmas Bingo’ 
game. $30. 

Want to know more? 
SpreckelsOnline.com.

WELCOME 
YULETIDE CONCERT
Tuesday, Dec. 11, 
7:30 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 15, 
3 p.m.
Petaluma Valley 
Baptist Church
Under the direction of  

Linda Evans Manuilow, 
the acclaimed Petalu-
ma Chorale presents its 
annual holiday show, 
featuring a seasonal 
showcase of  tunes from 
such composers as John 
Rutter, Eric Whitaker, and 
Irving Berlin. With piano 
accompaniment by Col-
leen O’Malley, the holiday 
concert is designed to put 
all attendees in a mood for 
Christmas. 

Tickets $10-$12. 
Kids under 12 free. 
Want to know more? 

Get information or reserve 
tickets at BrownPaper-
Tickets.com, or purchase 
tix at the door. 

‘HOLMES ALONE’
Dec. 13, 14, 15, 8 p.m.
Hotel Petaluma 
The Petaluma Radio 

Players present their an-
nual holiday “radio show,” 
live from the Ballroom 

of  the Hotel Petaluma. 
This year’s show features 
two short radio plays: 
“The Misadventure of  
the Devil’s Whisper,” and 
“The Misadventures of  the 
Malevolent Mathemati-
cian,” plus the super-short 
comedy “Psycho Santa.” 
Apparently, the two main 
plays feature appearanc-
es by Sherlock Holmes 
himself, thus the title of  
the show. This popular 
show generally sells out 
each year, and has become 
a kind of  local institution 
at the Holidays. 

Want to know more? 
Brownpapertickets.com. 

PENNGROVE 
PARADE 
OF LIGHTS
Sunday, Dec. 16, 
6 p.m.
Downtown Penngrove
Penngrove’s firefighters 

invite you to bundle up 
and come on down to Main 
Street, Penngrove, for the 
annual Parade of  Lights. 
Everything from cars and 
tractors to actual farm 
animals get covered in 
twinkly lights for this pop-
ular annual event. Plenty 
of  warm foods and drinks 
will be available from local 
merchants. 

Want to know more? 
Get information at Penn-
groveSocialFiremen.org.

ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

SWEET KRAMPUS: As the Krampus traditions have become more 
popular in America, some people are finding ways to make the 
Krampus cute. See which way it goes at Copperfield’s Krampusnacht 
party on Dec. 8.

The top-selling titles at 
Petaluma’s Copperfield’s 
Book Store, for the week of  
Nov. 26-Dec. 2, 2018 

On this week’s bestsell-
ing fiction and non-fiction 
list, Michelle Obama’s 
“Becoming” (No. 1) and 
Scott Hess and John 
Sheehy’s “On a River 
Winding Home” (No. 2) are 
holding steady, retaining 
the same positions they 
held last week. Similarly, 
last week’s No. 4 spot is 
once again held by Samin 
Nosrat’s “Salt, Fat, Acid, 
Heat,” part-cookbook 
and part culinary science 
page-turner.

The surprise in the No. 
3 title, Louise Penny’s 
“Kingdom of  the Blind,” 
the latest in the author’s 
popular string of  thrillers 
about Canadian inspector 
Armand Gamache. Not 
only has the book leaped 
out of  nowhere onto 
the list, it seems to have 
completely eliminated last 

week’s No. 3 title, Barbara 
Kingsolver’s “Unshel-
tered.”

Meanwhile, over in the 
Kids and YA section, Jon 
Agee’s adorable “The Wall 
in the Middle of  the Book” 
has taken over the top 
spot, sending Jeff Kinney’s 
“Diary of  a Wimpy Kid: 
Meltdown” down a notch 

to the No. 2 spot. 
 
FICTION & 
NON-FICTION 
1. ‘Becoming,’ written by 

Michelle Obama
2. ‘On a River Winding 

Home,’ written by Scott 
Hess & John Sheehy

3. ‘Kingdom of  the 
Blind,’ by Louise Penny

4. ‘Salt, Fat, Acid, Heat,’ 
by Samin Nosrat

5. ‘Whose Boat Is This 
Boat?’ written by Stephen 
Colbert and the Writers of  
the Late Show

6. ‘Past Tense,’ written 
by Lee Child

7. ‘Educated,’ written by 
Tara Westover

8. ‘Less,’ written by 
Andrew Sean Greer

9. ‘How to Change Your 
Mind,’ by Michael Pollan

10. ‘Sapiens,’ by Noah 
Yuval Harari

KIDS & 
YOUNG ADULTS
1. ‘Wall in the Middle of  

the Book,’ by Jon Agee
2. ‘Diary of  a Wimpy 

Kid: Meltdown,’ written by 
Jeff Kinney

3. ‘I Don’t Want to Go to 
Sleep,’ by Dev Petty

4. ‘Snowy Nap,’ written 
by Jan Brett

5. ‘Mac B., Kid Spy: Mac 
Undercover,’ written by 
Mac Barnett

6. ‘Renegades: Archene-
mies,; by Marissa Meyer

7. ‘Winterhouse,’ written 
by Ben Guterson

8. ‘Who Likes Christ-
mas?’ written by Illumina-
tion & Doctor Seuss

9. ‘Myth Match: A 
Fantastical Flipbook of  
Extraordinary Beasts,’ by 
Good Wives and Warriors

10. ‘Always and Forever, 
Lara Jean,’ by Jenny Han

 (Data compiled by Am-
ber-Rose Reed, Assistant 
Manager of  Copperfield’s 
Books)

 ■ TOP 10 BOOKS  ■

NO. 1 KIDS BOOK: Jon Agee’s 
charmer is this week’s top seller 
on Copperfield’s Kids and Young 
Adults list.

NO. 3 FICTION AND NON 
FICTION BOOK: Louise Penny’s 
new thriller hits the list.

Find more local entertainment 
events at petaluma360.com

Introducing the Summit

Feel Good CDs

Investing in a Summit CD is a great way to feel good instantly!
• Feel good about supporting a local bank that supports
local businesses and local nonprofits!

• Feel good about earning a great rate!

See your local Summit State Bank branch or call (707)568-6000.

APY*

*The Annual Percentage Yields (APY) are accurate as of 11/9/18 for these Certificates of Deposit (CDs). The APY is fixed and applies
to the initial term. The APY assumes interest will remain on deposit until maturity. The APY may change without notice. Interest is
compounded daily and is credited to the account monthly. If balance drops below $10,000, APY will convert to 0.20%. An early
withdrawal penalty equal to six months' interest on the amount withdrawn may be imposed for withdrawals before maturity.

APY*

APY*

Holiday
Ham

Delivery!
Get your Holiday Dinner

delivered right to your door!
Order your feast for
2 or up to 10 online at
bellyfulldinners.com or
call 707-981-8168

1350 Third St., Napa
707.259.0123

WWW.UPTOWNTHEATRENAPA.COM
NEW SHOWS ADDED WEEKLY

Fri. MAR 22, 2019
MATT NATHANSON

Fri. MAR 1, 2019
THE IRISH ROVERS

Sun. JAN 27, 2019
ROSANNE CASH

Sat. DEC 15
TOWER OF POWER

50TH ANNIVERSARY TOUR 2018

Sat. FEB 2, 2019
BLACKBERRY SMOKE

Sat. APR 27, 2019
RON WHITE

Sat. JAN 26, 2019
JJ GREY AND MOFO

Fri. JAN 11, 2019
WHO’S BAD

Sat. APR 6, 2019
STEVEN CURTIS CHAPMAN
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Here are some of  the 
stories and columns 
we’re working on for 
next week’s Community 
section, Thursday, Dec. 
13, 2018. 

CONGRESSWOM-
AN BARBARA LEE: 
As part of  the Literacy-
works Lecture Series, 
representative Lee will 
appear in conversation 
with Lynn Woolsey. 
We’ll talk with Lee 
about politics, her ca-
reer and her memoir. 

‘LOVE, LINDA’: 
Cinnabar Theater 
presents a special year-
end musical told from 
the POV of  Linda Cole, 
the remarkable wife of  
renowned composer 
Cole Porter. 

UGLY JOE, PART 

FOUR: Our serialized 
holiday tall tale con-
tinues with part four 
of  “The Last Will and 
Testament of  Ugly Joe 
the Hermit.”

PETALUMA’S 
PAST: Skip Som-
mer takes us back to 
1947 with a column 
titled “Petaluma, the 
Taft-Hartley Test 
Tube,” covering the 
violent strike that took 
place at Sunset Line 
and Twine.

YOUR WEEKEND: 
A round-up of  events 
— musical, theatrical 
and otherwise — taking 
place Dec. 13-Dec. 16 in 
and around Petaluma. 

 
(Some or all of  these 

anticipated stories are 
subject to change)

NEXT WEEK IN 
COMMUNITY

Spoiler alert. I didn’t. The specific 
thing I was seeking wasn’t to be found. I 
ended up giving Chris a Christmas sweat-
er with polar bears on it, and a miniature 
Rock ‘em, Sock ‘em Robots game.

But just stepping through the doors 
of  the place was enough to transport 
me back to November of  1994, just a few 
weeks after Gladys, my ex-wife at the 
time, passed away from cancer. My two 
now-grown kids, Jenna and Andy, have 
differing memories of  the day we went 
to the mall to see Santa, then picked up a 
Christmas tree, then headed to Marisa’s 
Christmas Fantasia to buy an angel for 
the top of  our tree. My own memory of  
that time is now indelibly fused with 
the way I wrote it in “Polar Bears,” for a 
scene in which “David,” sorting through 
Christmas decorations in his attic, tells 
the story of  the day his family stepped 
together through the doors of  the store. 

The kids were seven and eight at the 
time. I was 34, a relatively new resident 
of  Petaluma, and the newly-minted, 
full-time caretaker — along with my then 
girlfriend (now wife) Susan — of  two 
grieving kids. As David says in the play, 
“I don’t remember if  it was Andy or Jen-
na who had the idea to find an angel that 
looked like their mother, but it didn’t take 
long to find one that everyone agreed 
was just about perfect.” From a large old 
steamer trunk, David then produces the 
angel — which always gets “oohs” and 
“ahs” from the audience — and then tells 
the rest of  the story.

Here’s how I remember it.
The place was packed with people, and 

we stood in line with the Gladys Angel. 
This was nearly 25 years ago, of  course, 
and the store was not then where it is 
now. At the time, it was upstairs, tucked 
further in toward the center of  the Lan 
Mart building. As we moved closer to the 
counter, we could see the cashier, who was 

wearing a long flowing dress and a scarf  
around her head. She looked like a tarot 
reader at the Renaissance Faire. When we 
finally arrived at the counter, she took the 
angel and, as she rang up the purchase, 
told us that it was one of  her favorites.

“It’s our mom,” Jenna told the cashier. 
“She just died of  cancer, and she’s an 
angel in heaven now. So this for our tree, 
‘cause it looks like her.”

She stopped counting our money. After 
a few seconds, the cashier moved out 
from the counter, dropped to her knees in 

front of  Jenna and Andy, and gave them 
an enormous embrace. It was a little awk-
ward, but it was … nice. Not quite certain 
what was happening, they hugged her 
back. Then she reached up and pulled 
off her scarf. After months of  watching 
Gladys lose her hair from chemo treat-
ments, it was obvious that the cashier 
was also going through chemotherapy at 
the moment, too.

With a bright, warm smile, she told the 
kids, “Who knows? I might be an angel 
myself  someday. But I think if  I were 

lucky enough to be the mother of  chil-
dren as loving and thoughtful as you two, 
I’d be proud to be angel like this, watch-
ing over you from my place on the tree.”

That may not be exactly what she said, 
but it’s how it stands in my memory. So 
that’s what I wrote when I sat down to 
capture the scene in the play. 

In real life, we took the angel home, 
where it did go up on our tree every year 
for a decade. In fact, in “Polar Bears,” 
when “David” pulls the angel from the 
trunk, we use the very same one, since no 
substitute seemed quite right. 

I honestly don’t know what ever hap-
pened to the cashier in the scarf, the one 
who, with her extraordinary compassion 
and kindness, turned a few minutes of  
holiday shopping into a transformational 
moment no one could have expected. We 
think of  her every year, when we go to 
Marisa’s for ornaments or holiday gifts. 
It was so long ago, I can’t even say I re-
member what she looked like. But I often 
wish I could meet her again, just to say, 
“Thank you.” 

Not just for her part in what’s be-
come one of  my play’s most memorable 
moments. But for being so generous with 
her own story. She recognized that in 
sharing her own battle with cancer, she 
might actually give two overwhelmed 
children a sense that their loss was not 
just something happening to them alone. 

And I think, in a way, she succeeded.
In that real-life moment of  Christmas 

kindness, Jenna and Andy understood, 
at least a little, that their mom was one of  
many moms and dads and other people 
who sometimes leave us. And that even 
though it hurts to lose someone we love, 
there are always people around us who 
are willing to step forward and try to 
share the pain, even a little awkwardly, 
even just for a few seconds in a busy store. 

It’s not enough to make the pain less. 
But it’s still nice. 
(Contact David at david.templeton@

argus-courier.com)

Junkie Continued from C3

CHRISTMAS MEMORIES: This downtown shop is where the writer’s family experienced an unexpected 
act of holiday magic and compassion.

roll than there was in 
gospel, I knew that,” he 
told me in 2002. “But me 
and the Lord made a pact, 
and I promised that if  he 
did certain things for me, I 
would never ever turn my 
back. I meant that.”

Fountain, a titan in the 
gospel world, died in June 
of  this year. He had retired 
from touring in 2007. 

“I’m the only one left,” 
Carter now says of  the 
original lineup.

Carter had teamed up 
with Fountain and fellow 
student George Scott in 
1939 while attending the 
Alabama Institute for the 
Negro Blind at Talladega. 
The trio, who had been 
taught to read music in 
Braille, were standouts in 
a school glee club.

Fountain’s 2007 retire-
ment didn’t slow down the 
gospel group as Carter 
stepped into the role of  
lead singer, nor did Foun-
tain’s recent death cause 
the group to veer from 
their gospel path. 

“To lose him was a 
shock,” Carter says. “But 
we’re gonna keep going on. 
That’s what he would have 
wanted.”

This summer, for the 
first time since 2004, 
the group performed 
the African-Amer-
ican musical “Gos-
pel at Colonus” in 
Central Park. The 
hit show had a brief  
run on Broadway in 
1988 and aired as a 
PBS-TV special. Also 
this year, the group 
headlined the Jazz & 
Heritage Festival in 
New Orleans, played 
to a hipster-friendly 
crowd at the Pickathon 
festival in Happy Valley, 
Oregon, released a new al-
bum, “Almost Home,” and 
contributed a cover of  the 
Staple Singers’ “Respect 
Yourself” to “Small Town, 
Big Sound,” a tribute to 
the legendary Muscle 
Shoals recording studio in 
Alabama.

The Blind Boys are 

currently in the midst of  
an extensive national tour 
that brings them to the 
Mystic Theatre on Dec. 21, 
where they will perform a 
Christmas show composed 
of  traditional gospel songs 

and holiday favorites.
It has, Carter admits, 

been a long road. As a 
child, Carter started 
singing “around the house, 
or at least they say I was 
doing that,” he recalls 
with a hearty laugh. At 
seven, Carter’s family 
enrolled him in the school 
for the blind. Two years 
later, he teamed up with 

his classmates. The group, 
then known as Happyland 
Jubilee Singers, won a 
local Battle of  the Blind 
Boys, and first performed 
professionally in 1944 for 
African-American ser-

vicemen at an Army 
training camp. 

“At that time, 
the South was very 
segregated,” Carter 
says. “You have to 
remember that, so we 
were allowed to sing 
only to black people. 
We were not allowed 
to sing for white 
audiences. Now, of  
course, we can go 
anywhere. People 
love us. But it took us 

years before we were able 
to give it to them, that’s 
all.”

Over the years, the 
group became well estab-
lished within the gospel 
community. “Gospel at 
Colonus,” in which the 
members collectively 
portrayed Oedipus, was 
their mainstream break-
through.

“We took that show to 
Broadway (with actor 

Morgan Freeman as the 
narrator) and that took 
us into the mainstream,” 
Carter says. “That’s when 
everyone really got to 
know us.”

These days, the Blind 
Boys are renowned for 
emotionally powerful 
performances that often 
conclude with the mem-
bers strolling through the 
audience and leading fans 
in jubilant song.

“My greatest joy is going 
out on that stage and 
talking to a crowd of  peo-
ple and letting them know 
we’re glad to be there and 
that we’re grateful to them 
for coming out,” Carter 
says of  his long career as a 
performer. “I love to play 
with the crowd. When I 
say ‘play,’ I have to feel 
them out until I know I 
have them in my hands. 

 “We’ve had people come 
up to us and say that our 
music has been a great 
inspiration,” he adds. 
“That makes us want to do 
even more. So, we’ve been 
around a while. I hope we 
have a little more time left, 
but we’ll see.”

Blind  
Continued from C3

THE GOSPEL AT COLONUS: The Blind Boys starred in the Gospel-themed adaptation of “Oedepus,” on Broadway and beyond.

ALMOST HOME: The Blind Boys’ new album is earning critical raves.

 
“My greatest joy is going out 
on that stage and talking to 

a  crowd of people and letting 
them know we’re glad to be 

there and that we’re grateful 
to them for coming out.”

—Jimmy Carter, Blind Boys of Alabama

707.329.0477 • www.ongaroandsons.com

Celebrating 85 Years of Service

We Take You Seriously!

J
READER

S’

CHOICE
AWARD

S

2017
WINNER

KITCHEN
CABINETS & MORE

QUALITY ALL WOOD CABINETRY

11790 MAIN ST. SUITE C. PENNGROVE CA 94951

(707) 753-4261
NOW OPEN MON-SAT 10AM-4PM

AND BY APPOINTMENT

50% LESS THAN THE BIG BOX STORES
QUARTZ AND GRANITE COUNTER TOPS

DISCOUNT FOR FIRE VICTIMS
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Novak Drive. Attendees will hear from 
experts on healthcare, fraud protection, 
and more. RSVPs are recommended to 
576-2093 or logan.pitts@sen.ca.gov.

‘RIVER’ BOOK SIGNING
Scott Hess and John Sheehy continue 

their local celebration of  the release of  
their book ‘On a River Winding Home,’ 
on Tuesday, Dec. 11, at Aqus Café, 7-8 
p.m. 198 H St. Aqus.com.

WOMAN’S CLUB LUNCHEON
The December Woman’s Club lun-

cheon will be a special afternoon of  mu-
sic and celebration, with moms honoring 
their daughters and classic Christmas 
carols played on the piano by Fredrick 
Nighthawk. Tuesday, Dec. 11. Open to 
the public, the event includes lunch. $25 
at the door. 518 B St. 11 a.m. Please RSVP 
at 762-4271 or at PetalumaWomansClub.
com. 

‘PAPER MOON’
Petaluma Film Alliance presents writ-

er-director Peter Bogdonavich’s classic 
1973 road movie-comedy, “Paper Moon,” 
starring Ryan O’Neal and Tatum O’Neal 
as a depression-era con man and the 
rascally orphan he agrees to deliver to 
faraway relatives.  Wednesday, Dec. 12, 7 
p.m., with a pre-screening lecture by film 
instructor Alex Pirolini. SRJC’s Carole L. 
Ellis Auditorium, 680 Sonoma Mountain 
Parkway. Tickets are $6. PetalumaFil-
mAlliance.com.

Out Continued from C2

‘PAPER MOON’: The classic 1973 comedy screens at 
SRJC on Wednesday, Dec. 12.

His parents operated a bakery, an occu-
pation that didn’t appeal to him.

He wanted to be a teacher.
Living on the Peninsula, Frank grad-

uated from Menlo-Atherton High School 
in 1953 before enrolling at San Jose 
State, where he and Elaine met. He grad-
uated with a teaching credential 
in 1959. At Petaluma Junior 
High, originally seventh, eighth 
and ninth grades, he joined a 
dedicated group of  teachers.

“We were one of  the best 
schools in Petaluma, a group of  
like-minded teachers who strived 
to get everyone to do well,” said 
Frank. “We were proud of being 
a really good school.”

Looking for a change of  pace, 
he switched over to Petaluma 
High, which was within walking 
distance of  the home he and his wife 
bought from real estate agent August 
Lepori in 1962, for $17,000.

“After many years at the junior high, 
I wanted to try teaching high school,” 
explained Frank. “Junior high kids 
have more emotional stages and mood 

swings. They’ll really try to please you. 
In high school, they’ll ask why? I liked 
teaching both junior and senior high 
school. It was two different levels. If  I 
was a high school principal I’d prefer 
that my teachers had taught at the 
junior high level first.”

During summer vacations, Frank, an 
excellent trout fisherman, began hiking 
and packing to Sierra lakes on horse-

back, seeking that trophy catch. 
For more than 30 years, he and 
his family spent summers tent 
camping at Eagle Lake, where his 
son Karl holds the family record 
with a 25-inch trout.

A widower since 2014, Frank 
meets for coffee with retired 
teachers and friends, most of  
them widowers, every Saturday 
at Keny’s Donuts.

“What we really have in com-
mon is our love of  teaching,” said 
Frank. “It was work, but I didn’t 

see it that way. I looked forward to it. Ev-
ery day was different. I got into teaching 
because I felt I could do a good job. I loved 
teaching. I picked the right profession.” 

(Harlan Osborne’s column ‘Toolin’ 
Around Town’ appears every two weeks. 
Contact him at harlan@sonic.net)

Toolin Continued from C1

Ronald Frank 
in his Menlo 
Atherton high 
school year-
book, 1953

restaurant reviewers, and “What we 
say,” in which Waters shares her own 
views on the eatery in question. Porter 
is quoted, sensibly enough, under “What 
others say.” So, what did Porter say, in a 
quote taken from his own Argus-Couri-

er review? 
“The downtown space is clean, open 

and airy, with sunlight flowing in 
through the huge windows in the after-
noon and evening. Suspended garden 
boxes and antique lighting fixtures hang 
from the heavy beams to help the Draw-
ing Board retain a sense of  warmth and 
community.”

Buzz Continued from C1

CRISTINA PASCUAL / ARGUS-COURIER STAFF 

Eighty-three-year-old Ron Frank is a retired history teacher.

To discover once and for 
all what went on in their 
town when all the people 
were gone, the children 
drew straws, and Lucky 
was duly elected to do 
the job. The boy had no 
parents, having lost them 
to a mudslide when he was 
four, and he’d been raised 
up, more or less, by a long 
and weary succession of  
Frozen Corner residents. 
Though a hard enough 
worker, and reasonably 
quick at learning, Lucky 
was a handful, bossy as 
an English Lord, and not 
one to ever shut up. From 
sun-up to lights out, Lucky 
talked, and talked, and 
talked, quieting down only 
while chewing his food or 
sleeping, and then only 
occasionally. 

Then there was that 
voice. 

It was a voice like 
metal being shredded into 
ribbons, a voice that was 
part scream and part ava-
lanche. No one could stand 
to be around it for longer 
than a little while; there-
fore, ever since the woosh-
ing away of  his parents, 
Lucky had been shuffled 
from house to house on a 
nightly basis. Because he 
never slept in the same 
home twice in a row, it was 
highly possible that down 
in Butcher’s Foot, only 
the children were aware 
that Lucky was no longer 
among them. After pulling 
the straw, the boy hid 
himself  in the hotel’s pot 
pantry, until the towns-
folk were all gone. He had 
been camping there out 
in Frozen Corners, alone, 
bundled up in the hotel 
kitchen, for over 40 days, 
waiting for Christmas and 
the answer to the mystery.

It took Lucky two min-
utes to explain all this and 
it was the longest two-min-
utes in any of  the hermits’ 
long and arduous lives.

None of  them doubted 
for a minute that the boy’s 
short straw had been 
rigged.

“Ever’body says Santy 
Claus comes to Frozen 
Corners while ever’body 
is down in Butcher’s Foot, 
’cause I guess Santy ain’t 
smart enough to figger 
we’re down the river a 
ways, or maybe Santy just 
don’t like Butcher’s Foot 
enough to go there, or 
maybe he’s just a’ crazy a 
little,” Lucky rattled off, 
loudly. “So I want to know, 
then — which one of  you 
fellers is Santy Claus?”

Perhaps if  they hadn’t 
been so entirely mired in 
that discomfiting fog of  
sentiment, the hermits 
might have said something 
harsh and according to 
custom. Perhaps they 
might have suggested 
that the boy go look for 
Santy Claus out in the 
wood shed. Instead, after 
a long moment of  stunned 
silence — or rather, a long 
moment in which the baf-
fled hermits could think 
of  nothing to say as Lucky 
went on accosting and 
bossing them with his ter-
rible voice and disrespect-

ful manners — Spitless 
Jeff improvised, standing 
up to croak, as civilly as 
possible, “Uh, Santy ain’t 
showed up yet. Whyn’t you 
run along now?”

It was the wrong thing 
to say.

“I ain’t goin’ nowhere, 
mister, till I seen Santy 
Claus!” Lucky shrilled out 
at the gaping assembly. 
“The other kids’ll wail the 
tar outa’ me if  I don’t show 
’em some proof  of  some 
kind or t’other.! I need 
proof !”

To punctuate his stead-
fastness, Lucky leaped on 
Spitless Jeff, biting him in 
the leg a little before the 
other hermits were able to 
pull the boy away.

Under normal condi-
tions, such behavior would 
have been enough for them 
to send the young noise-
maker packing, but the fact 
that it was growing dan-
gerously cold outside, and 
that Butcher’s Foot was 
a four-day journey down 
the mountain, forced the 
hermits into a difficult po-
sition. They had to let the 
boy stay. It’d been decades 
since any of  the hermits 
had given a thought to the 
needs of  children, or to the 
particular rituals of  Christ-
mas, and now it seemed 
they were faced with both.

It did not take Lucky 
long to grasp the situation, 
once it was explained, 
though his youth and de-
fensive disposition did tend 
to color certain details.

Here’s what he now 
knew for sure. One. The 
people who’d invaded his 
town were squatters, of  
sorts. Two. A man was 
dead, and the dead man 
wanted a Christmas party. 
Three and Four — Christ-
mas was two days away. 
And Santa Claus, presum-
ably, would be arriving at 
any moment.

What the hermits now 
knew was even simpler to 
understand.

One. They had a Christ-
mas party to plan and a 
boy to watch out for. Two. 
The boy, being a child, was 
the closest thing they had 
to an expert on Christmas. 
Three. Since the hermits 
needed Lucky’s expertise 
in regards to the holiday, 
and since he ended up 
biting anyone who told him 
what to do, he should be 
immediately invited to take 
over the whole Christmas 
project as its leader, design-
er and all around boss.

There seemed to be the 
following elements to Ugly 
Joe’s request: a Christmas 
dinner, a Christmas tree, 
Christmas presents, and 
Christmas carols.

The dinner was easy.
Ugly Joe, after all, had 

accidentally provided his 
own dinner: a fine, fat, 
frozen goose. Scandalous 
Sam, who did most of  the 
cooking anyway, volun-
teered to roast the bird 

and pull together enough 
cans of  beans and things 
to round out the feast.

As for the Christmas 
tree, the botanical show-
piece itself  would not be 
difficult to acquire, since 
appropriate specimens sur-
rounded Frozen Corners.

The decorations, how-
ever, would be somewhat 
tricky. Two-Eyed Tom and 
Sacrilegious Jim were 
appointed to dig pine cones 
out of  the snow, while 
Malodorous Mike and 
Inconsiderate Sue were 
sent off to make stars and 
angels and flowers and 
assorted “foo-fa-raw” out 
of  old cans and paper.

Of  all Ugly Joe’s re-
quests, the most challeng-
ing turned out to be the 
singing.

Lucky, who’d spent a bit 
of  time lurking in the cor-
ners of  the saloons, knew 
the words and melodies 
of  a whole mess of  songs, 
including some half-a-doz-
en Christmas carols. But 
when the boy was per-
suaded to start up a tune, 
his singing voice proved a 
far more agonizing affront 
to the ears than even his 
speaking voice did, and no 
one assembled could stand 
to listen.

Nameless Bob, it turned 
out, could reasonably 
recall the tune and lyrics 
to Deck the Halls, but 
when the hermits learned 
the words, “Deck the Halls 
with Boughs of  Holly, 
Fa-la-la-la-la La- la-la-
la,” another impasse was 
reached.

No hermit worth his 
salt will willingly sing the 
words “Fa-la-la-la-la” in 
public, even as a final favor 
to a fallen brother.

As for the question of  
presents, the hermits 
decided that all of  Joe’s 
things, which Ethical Fred 
had thoughtfully brought 
down from the cave, would 
be individually wrapped in 
whatever paper or fabric 
scrap they could find. 
On Christmas Day, each 
hermit would be randomly 
given one of  the “gifts,” 
and anything left undis-
tributed after that could 
simply be fought over.

As regarding a present 
for Lucky, the very notion 
chaffed the ever-more-ex-
asperated hermits.

Lucky, for his part, 
held fast to the notion 
that nothing the hermits 
could offer would be up 
to his standards, or his 
particular expectations 
this particular Christmas. 
Clearly, he had something 
special in mind, and he 
was determined to see his 
dream come true.

“You squatters can 
give each other what you 
want,” he insistently 
screeched. “But as for me, 
I’ll be waiting for Santy 
Claus!”

(To be continued next 
week, Dec. 13)

UglyJoe  
Continued from C3

A HOLIDAY ‘TALL TALE’ IN FIVE PARTS
In the tradition of such beloved writers of serialized fiction as 
Charles Dickens, Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and Harriet Beecher 
Stowe, we now bring our readers a five-part Christmas “tall 
tale” by Community Editor David Templeton. The story began 
last week, and will run through Dec. 20, with a new part 
appearing each week. Each installment will be posted online at 
Petaluma360.com. 

BAPTIST
Sovereign Grace
Community Church
Church Office: (707)778-1296

1310 Commerce St. Suite B

Sunday Worship Service – 10:00 am
@Valley Orchards: 2100 E. Washington St

Wed. Bible Study – 7:00 pm (@ office)

Biblical Counseling Ctr of Sonoma Cty.

Pastor: Kevin Kirby

www.sovgracepetaluma.org

CATHOLIC
St. James Church
(707)762-4256,

125 Sonoma Mtn. Pkway

Pastor: Rev. Michael Culligan

Schedule of Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,

Sun. 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am,

5:00 pm - Weekday Masses: 9 am

St.Vincent De Paul Church
(707)762-4278

35 Liberty St., Petaluma

Pastor: Rev. William J. Donahue

Schedule of Masses:

Weekdays – Mon-Sat, 8:00 am

Saturday – 5:00 pm

Sundays – 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am

En Español, Sabado – 7:30 pm &

Domingo – 12:00 pm

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ,
Scientist Petaluma
Everyone Welcome!
522 B St., Petaluma (707)762-4105

Services and Childcare:
Sun. 10 am & Wed. 7:30 pm
Reading Room - 21 Sixth Street

Bible based Sunday school for students up

to the age of 20.

EPISCOPAL
St. John’s Episcopal Church
40 5th St., Petaluma

Sunday Eucharist
8 AM Rite I and 10 AM Rite II

Sunday School at the 10 AM Service

Julian’s Way Study Group at 9:40 AM Sundays

Tuesday Centering Prayer 5 PM

Wednesday Centering Prayer 9:30 AM

Wednesday Eucharist & Healing 12:15 PM

Taize Service 7 PM First Friday Monthly

(707)762-8872

www.saintjohnsepiscopalpetaluma.org

JEWISH
B’nai Israel Jewish Center
Saturday Shabbat Svc 9:45 am.
Rabbi Ted Feldman. Gan Israel Preschool,

Educational & Cultural Events.

740 Western Ave. Petaluma

762-0340 www.bnaiisrael.net

LUTHERAN
Elim Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am & 10:40 am
220 Stanley Street, Petaluma

www.elimpetaluma.org

(707) 762-4081

METHODIST
Petaluma
United Methodist Church
Worship Service & Sunday School at 10:30 am
Wednesday Meditation 6:00 pm
Worship in Fijian Service at 1:00 pm
410 D Street (at 5th)

Rev. Eric Dale

707-762-9785

www.petalumaumc.org

To advertise in this directory, please contact:

Amanda Brower at 707-526-8587 or

Amanda.Brower@pressdemocrat.com

Social media safety education.
Advocacy for legislation that keeps kids safe.
Donating your vehicle makes our work possible.

PollyKlaas.org 25 Years



C8       PETALUMA ARGUS-COURIER • THURSDAY, DECEMBER 6, 2018

vented — a porcelain pig 
is wrapped in large sheets 
of  cloth painted as raw 
bacon. The contestants 
are asked true-or-false 
questions, winning a strip 
of  “bacon” for each correct 
answer.

Other games include 
“Bus Stop & Scabs,” a 
role-playing game about 
public transportation that 
is similar to Dungeons and 
Dragons. A giant dice used 
in the game is typical of  
her talent with props. 

“I make all my own 
props because they are so 
important,” she said. 

Funny Money explores 
how far people will go for 
money, while “Smell This” 
is a game in which the 
contestant tries to identi-
fy mystery smells, some 
pleasant, some not. 

“Spin the Bottle of  
Consent” is about sexual 
behavior, communication 
and the importance of  
consent. Emerson is an 
advocate for sex education, 
as evidenced by her con-
troversial 2014 project, the 
Hook-Up Truck. With the 
advent of  apps like Tinder 
and Grindr that facilitate 
sex between strangers, 
she felt consenting adults 
would benefit from a safe 
and hygienic place to meet, 
so she converted an old 
mail truck into a mobile, 
bedroom-for-rent.

But back to “Makin’ 
Bacon.”

The first question for 
Jennifer was, “Fowls are 
de-beaked to avoid canni-
balism: true or false?” 

The woman incorrectly 
answered false, but Emer-
son allowed her to peel off 
a piece of  bacon anyway. 
Same with the second 
and third questions, 
“Pigs are healthy when 
they are slaughtered for 
consumption,” and “The 
flatulence of  vegetarians 
smells better than that of  
carnivores.” 

Emerson informed the 
woman that 85 percent 
of  slaughtered pigs have 
pneumonia or other 
chronic illnesses, but she 
offered no support for the 
third assertion. Despite 
three wrong answers, the 
contestant won a Terrible 
Prize, a small vacuum 
cleaner for pets, still in its 
original box thirty years 
after being made.

“I use the non-threaten-
ing platform of  clowning 
to look at vital social is-
sues,” Emerson said. “My 
show is about giving to 
the community. I don’t put 
any pressure on audience 
members and contestants. 
I take the reins and bring 
them through. They just 
enjoy themselves.” 

She adds that children 
are welcome to Happy For-
ever Game Night, too. 

“These are difficult 
subjects,” Emerson said. 
“Why not have games that 
introduce them to children 
and plant seeds for under-
standing?”

Emerson refuses to be 
stopped by her current 
circumstances. 

“I was gradually 
building an audience 
in October,” she said. 
“Weather was not an issue, 
of  course, because the 
audience was in a comfort-
able space. The game show 
was successful. People 
were enjoying it. I’ve been 
out on the street since the 
closure, but if  I quit, I’ll 
lose my momentum.”

Emerson’s determina-
tion is clearly woven right 
into her views about her 
art and the way she uses it 
to approach the problems 
of  life.

“Performance art 
should be inspired and 
joyful, I believe,” she said. 
“I’ve made it a point to be 
joyful. I won’t let the news 
scare me into staying in 
my house.”

Emerson Continued from C1
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Emerson’s game “Makin’ Bacon’ tests competitors’ knowledge of food,  agriculture and views on veganism.

Spy Emerson employs oversized props in her games. 

Spy Emerson says, “I’ve made it a point to be joyful.”

Emerson is commited to keeping up the momentum she’s 
been building since starting the weekly show in Oct.

 
“I use the non-threatening platform of clowning to look at vital social issues.”

—Spy Emerson

Find more local entertainment 
events at petaluma360.com


