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SANTA CLARA >> Richard Sher-
man’s sudden signing Saturday 
gives the 49ers their most ac-
complished cornerback since De-
ion Sanders in their last Super 
Bowl-winning season, way back 
in 1994.

Of course, Sherman’s All-Pro 
credentials often came at the 
49ers’ expense as their arch en-
emy with the Seattle Seahawks 
the past seven seasons.

Health concerns about Sher-
man, who’s recovering from a 
ruptured Achilles, did not keep 
the 49ers from signing him to a 
three-year deal, a league source 
confirmed.

Sherman could earn as much 
as $39 million and he received a 
$5 million signing bonus, accord-
ing to NFL Media. ESPN first re-
ported the signing.

After dining Friday night in 
Los Gatos with 49ers coach Kyle 
Shanahan, Sherman met further 
with team officials Saturday.

The Raiders were among six 
other teams that showed interest 
in Sherman, ESPN’s Josina An-
derson reported. Also pursuing 
him were the Green Bay Packers, 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers, Houston 
Texans, Tennessee Titans and 
Detroit Lions, the latter of whom 
was supposed to host him next 
week, per NFL Media.

Sherman, 29, was acting as his 
own agent, it’s believed.

“Thank you to everyone for the 
kind words. This is just another 
chapter in the journey,” Sherman 
tweeted earlier Saturday before 
his signing. “This will be an on-
going process and I am excited to 
take on this challenge.
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The Seahawks cut ties with star 
cornerback Richard Sherman after 
seven seasons Friday. The 49ers 
have reportedly come to terms 
with Sherman.
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Branson’s Abby Dillon (16) attempts to kick the ball past Woodland’s Madison Sharp (3) in the NorCal Division II girls soccer final at The 
Branson School in Ross on Saturday. Branson lost, 2-1. 

By Ian Ross
iross@marinij.com 
@IRossMIJ on Twitter

Since high school girls soccer 
moved to winter three seasons 
ago, Branson has made it to ev-
ery championship game it could 
possibly play in. With the addi-

tion of the NorCal playoffs this 
season, duplicating that feat re-
quired getting a couple of extra 
victories. 

The Bulls once again made 
it to the final game of the sea-
son but, for the first time dur-
ing this three-year run, they 
were unable to finish on a vic-

torious note, falling 2-1 at home 
to Woodland in the NorCal Di-
vision II championship game on 
Saturday. 

“(This) senior class, starting 
with the (section) final as fresh-
men, now they’ve been to eight 
straight finals,” Branson coach 
Tyler Gottschalk said. “We talk 

about playing maximum soc-
cer — playing every game avail-
able to us — and they found a 
way to dig deep and do it again. 
I just said ‘Don’t let this moment 
that stings a little bit take away 
from the journey that we had to-
gether all year and all the amaz-
ing moments that they created 
and put together.’ I couldn’t be 
more proud of the group.”

GIRLS SOCCER PLAYOFFS

Branson defeated at NorCal

Bulls’ dominant season ends with loss to Woodland
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Valley Christian’s Alton Julian and Branson’s Will Jacobsen 
chase a loose ball during their NorCal D-III quarterfinal game in 
Kentfield on Saturday. Branson lost, 37-34.

By Danny Schmidt
dschmidt@marinij.com 
@therealdschmidt on Twitter

The Branson School boys basket-
ball team made no excuses.

The top-seeded Bulls were play-
ing No. 8 Valley Christian, a section 
champion three divisions higher 
than Branson. They were over-
matched in the size department 
by the lengthy, athletic Warriors. 
They had one of their worst shoot-
ing games of the season, missing 17 
of their first 20 field-goal attempts.

Somehow, though, Branson found 
itself leading 34-30 with less than 
two minutes remaining in Satur-

day’s Northern California Division 
III quarterfinal at College of Marin.

Valley Christian (San Jose) knot-
ted the game at 34-34 40 seconds 
later. After a Branson miss on one 
end and a Valley Christian offensive 
rebound on the other, senior Jus-
tin Kidd drilled a game-winning 
3-pointer with three seconds to go, 
sending the Warriors into the semi-
finals with a 37-34 victory in Kent-
field.

“We went from a good position, 
up four with two minutes to go, to 
losing,” Branson junior Will Jacob-
sen said. “It happened so fast. It’s 
over quick. It definitely stings.”

The Bulls, who entered the night 

ranked No. 49 in the state by Max-
Preps, having won 12 consecutive 
games and 20 of their last 21, fin-
ished the season with a 30-4 re-
cord after capturing the MCAL and 
North Coast Section D-V titles.

“You try to focus on the big pic-
ture instead of the small picture,” 
Branson coach Jonas Honick said. 
“Not many teams do what we did. 
The kids are hurting a little bit right 
now, but they’ll get over it.”

After a third quarter filled with 
lead changes, both offenses went 
stagnant to start the fourth. Marco 
Castillo’s free throw with 4:57 re-
maining, which evened the score at 

BOYS BASKETBALL

Bulls’ postseason run ends
Branson eliminated from NorCal playoffs by late 3-pointer 

By Mark Medina
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MINNEAPOLIS >> It’s inevitable 
that Stephen Curry’s mind will 
wander this week.

A sprained right ankle will 
keep Curry at home while the 
Golden State Warriors (51-15) 
visit the Minnesota Timber-

wolves (38-29) on Sunday after-
noon. His injury will be reeval-
uated on Tuesday.

And with this being Selection 

Sunday, Curry’s recovery coin-
cides with the 10-year anni-
versary of when he led 10th-
seeded Davidson to the Elite 
8 of the 2008 NCAA tourna-
ment. Curry, a sophomore at 
the time, called the experience 
an “amazing journey.” It was 
the Wildcats’ first Elite 8 ap-
pearance in 39 years and third 

overall. Curry helped give Da-
vidson coach Bob McKillop to 
his first three NCAA tourna-
ment wins, which “put us on 
the national map.” And after 
becoming the darling of the 
NCAA tournament, Curry sig-
nificantly bolstered his NBA 
draft stock.
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Warriors’ Curry recalls run with Davidson
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