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Cal-Hi Sports honors 
three local athletes 
 The 49ers’ Cal-Hi Sports 
Report will honor three local 
winter-sport athletes at a ban-
quet at Levi’s Stadium: Moun-
tain View High’s Lucy Tang 
(Central Coast Section Girls 
Soccer Player of the Year), St. 
Francis High’s Logan John-
son (Co-CCS Boys Basketball 
Player of the Year) and Pine-
wood School basketball player 
Hannah Jump (CCS Scholar-
Athlete of the Year). The ban-
quet is scheduled 5:30 p.m. 
May 22.

Free tennis clinic set 
for April 7 at Cuesta
 Mountain View Tennis has 
scheduled a free tennis clinic 
with its pros 1-3 p.m. April 7 
on the courts at Cuesta Park. 
Adults and juniors of all levels 
are welcome. For more infor-
mation, call 967-5955 or email 
info@mountainviewtennis.net

AYSO invites players   
to join spring league
 Registration is open for Los 
Altos-based AYSO Region 
43’s spring soccer season for 
boys and girls ages 5-8. The 
weekly sessions, scheduled 
Sunday afternoons through 
early May, are a combination 
of scrimmages and drills. Stu-
dents from Santa Rita, Cov-
ington, Almond, Gardner Bul-
lis, Bullis Charter, Pinewood 
and St. Nicholas schools usu-
ally play in Region 43. To reg-
ister and for more information, 
visit ayso43.org.

Mountain View High 
seeks lacrosse coach
 Mountain View High needs 
a frosh-soph boys lacrosse 
coach for this season, which 
is just underway. If interested, 
call varsity coach Bill Kurz at 
(408) 742-0214.

TC invites readers    
to submit story ideas
 If you have an idea for a 
local sports story or would 
like to comment on the sec-
tion, contact sports editor Pete 
Borello. He can be reached via 
email at peteb@latc.com and 
via phone at 948-9000, ext. 
315.

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

Heart conquered height 
in Saturday’s Northern 
California Open Division 

girls basketball final, as Pinewood 
School rallied from a 16-point 
deficit to upset the nation’s top-
ranked team in triple overtime.
 Third-seeded Pinewood out-
lasted No. 1 Mitty 78-67 at Santa 
Clara University’s Leavey Center 
to advance to Saturday’s state 
title game in Sacramento.
 Coming 15 days after the un-
defeated Monarchs took down 
the Panthers 76-62 in the Central 
Coast Section Open Division fi-
nal on the same court, the result 
left Mitty fans stunned and put 
Pinewood’s raucous student sec-
tion in a frenzy. 
 The Monarchs had more size, 
depth and star power, but they 
couldn’t match the Panthers’ grit.
 “When you play a team as es-
teemed as Mitty and things aren’t 
going your way, there’s a tendency 
for teams to fold – and there was 
no el foldo,” Pinewood coach Doc 
Scheppler said. “That’s the thing 
I’m most proud of – regardless of 
winning the game, which is really 
nice – you saw heart, you saw kids 

who didn’t want to lose, you saw a 
great-conditioned team out there.”
 The Panthers’ leading scorers 
Saturday – junior Hannah Jump 
(24 points) and senior Brianna 
Claros (20) – played all 44 min-
utes. Forward Jump scored 21 of 
her points after halftime, includ-
ing 12 in overtime. Point guard 
Claros contributed nine points in 

OT and didn’t recall getting tired.
 So how much longer could she 
have played?
 “The whole night,” the UC San 
Diego-bound Claros said. “What-
ever it took to not lose that game.”
 Early in the third quarter, it 
looked like Pinewood (26-2) was 
on its way to an eighth-straight 

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

When the St. Francis High girls bas-
ketball team entered the Northern 
California Division I playoffs, even 

coach Sami Field-Polisso – a kindergarten 
teacher by day who oozes optimism – wasn’t 
sure if the Lancers would last long.
 After all, St. Francis was still licking its 
wounds from a rough go in the West Catho-
lic Athletic League (3-7 record) and Central 
Coast Section Open Division playoffs (out-
scored by 64 points over two losses). 
 Yet that didn’t deter the Lancers, who won a 
pair of road games before falling 69-47 at Sa-
cred Heart Cathedral in the NorCal semifinals 
March 13.
 “I told the girls (Tuesday) night that after 
league and CCS, I questioned if we had any-
thing left in the tank,” Field-Polisso said. “But 
they showed resiliency and they battled. They 

lifted me up.”
 Eleventh-seeded St. Francis – which pre-
vailed at No. 6 Bear Creek and No. 3 St. Jo-
seph Notre Dame – met its match in the 10th-
seeded Fightin’ Irish, who showed similar grit 
by winning back-to-back road games to reach 
the semis. They knocked off the Lancers (16-
13) for the fourth time this year.
 “It’s hard to beat a team four times in a 
season, so credit to them,” Field-Polisso said 
of Sacred Heart (14-14), which beat her squad 
twice in WCAL play and in a CCS Open Divi-
sion consolation-round game as well. “To their 
credit, that’s the best I’ve seen them play all 
season.”
 St. Francis fell behind 16-7 after one quar-
ter and was down 14 points at halftime. 
 Then the Lancers’ resilience kicked in. They 
narrowed the gap to six points in the third.
 “The gym got quiet,” Field-Polisso said. “It 
was a great run. Lydia Foust hit a couple 3s 

St. Francis girls’ season comes to a close 
in NorCal Division I basketball semis
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Pinewood’s Hannah Jump, 
above, sets up to shoot. 
Klara Astrom, right, 
shoots over Mitty’s Hunter 
Hernandez. Kaitlyn Leung, 
below, drives to the basket.

Panthers refuse to lose
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St. Francis High’s Lydia Foust dribbles 
down court in a recent game. She scored a 
team-high 15 points in last week’s loss.See LANCERS, Page 30

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

Alisha Chulani prepared 
for months to be a ball kid 
at the Match for Africa 5 

Silicon Valley. But the Los Altos 
resident had no idea she would 
get to do more than hand out tow-
els and shag balls for tennis stars 
Roger Federer and Jack Sock dur-
ing their exhibition match.
 After a changeover at the 
March 5 charity event in San Jose, 
Sock offered Chulani the chance 
to play a few points against Fe-
derer, ranked No. 1 in the world.
 “It was definitely unexpected,” 
the St. Francis High sophomore 
said. “I was blown away.”

Los Altos teen 
wins a point 
against Federer

See PANTHERS, Page 30

Sports
Sports on the Side

See TENNIS, Page 31

COURTESY OF JAI CHULANI 

Alisha Chulani poses with Roger 
Federer soon after playing a few 
points against him in San Jose.

Pinewood tops Mitty 
in triple overtime,
reaches state final
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Sports

HIGH SCHOOL
Baseball
Today
Drew vs. Pinewood at Purissima Park, 3:30 p.m.
Homestead at Los Altos, 4 p.m.
Wilcox at Mountain View, 4 p.m.
Friday
San Francisco Waldorf vs. Pinewood at Puris-
sima Park, 3:30 p.m.
Los Altos at Homestead, 4 p.m.
Mountain View at Wilcox, 4 p.m.
Saturday
Saratoga at Los Altos, noon
Mountain View at Willow Glen, 2 p.m.
Monday
California at St. Francis, 4 p.m.
Tuesday
Pinewood vs. Latino College Prep at Twin 
Creeks, 4 p.m.

Softball
Today
Mountain View at Santa Clara, 4 p.m.
Thursday
Lynbrook at Los Altos, 4 p.m.
Hillsdale at St. Francis, 4 p.m. 
Pinewood vs. Olympian at Duds by Dudes 
Tournament (La Jolla), 5 p.m.
Friday
Valley Christian at St. Francis, 4 p.m.
Pinewood vs. La Jolla Country Day at Duds 
by Dudes Tournament, 5 p.m.
Saturday
Pinewood vs. Faith Lutheran at Duds by 
Dudes Tournament, 11 a.m.
Monday
Wilcox at Mountain View, 4 p.m.
Tuesday
Los Altos at Gunn, 4 p.m.

Presentation at St. Francis, 4 p.m.
Notre Dame-San Jose at Pinewood, 4 p.m.

Track & field
Today
St. Francis boys at Serra, 3 p.m. 
Thursday
Los Altos at Lynbrook, 3:15 p.m.
Mountain View at Gunn, 3:30 p.m.
Saturday
St. Francis at Serra Throwers Meet, 9 a.m.

Boys volleyball
Today
Sacred Heart Cathedral at St. Francis, 6 p.m.
Mountain View at Harker, 6:45 p.m.
Friday
Harker at Los Altos, 6:45 p.m.
Mountain View at Lynbrook, 6:45 p.m.
Saturday
St. Francis at Monta Vista Tournament, TBA
Monday
St. Francis at Valley Christian, 6 p.m.

Boys lacrosse
Today
Gunn at Los Altos, 4 p.m.
Thursday
St. Francis at Menlo, 3:30 p.m.
Friday
St. Francis at Mountain View, 4 p.m.
Monday
Woodside at Los Altos, 4 p.m.
Sacred Heart Prep at St. Francis, 7 p.m.
Tuesday
Menlo-Atherton at Mountain View, 4 p.m.
Burlingame at St. Francis, 7 p.m.

Girls lacrosse
Today
Los Altos at Palo Alto, 7 p.m.

Mountain View at Leland, 7 p.m. 
Thursday
Castilleja at St. Francis, 7 p.m.
Friday
Wilcox at Los Altos, 4 p.m.
Mountain View at Gunn, 7 p.m.
Monday
Castilleja at Mountain View, 4 p.m.
Tuesday
Burlingame at St. Francis, 7 p.m.

Boys tennis
Thursday
Valley Christian vs. St. Francis at Cuesta 
Park, 2:45 p.m.
Los Altos at Fremont-Sunnyvale, 3:30 p.m.
Mountain View at Santa Clara, 4 p.m.
Monday
St. Francis vs. Bellarmine at Santa Clara Ten-
nis Center, 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Mountain View at Wilcox, 3:30 p.m.

Gymnastics
Tuesday
Los Altos vs. Mountain View, St. Francis and 
Cupertino at Twisters Sports Center (Moun-
tain View), 5:30 p.m.

Swimming & diving
Today
Mitty at St. Francis (diving), 4 p.m.
Thursday
Wilcox and Fremont at Mountain View 
(diving), 3:30 p.m.
Los Altos at Palo Alto (diving), 3:45 p.m.
Mitty at St. Francis (swimming), 3 p.m.
Friday
Wilcox and Fremont at Mountain View 
(swimming), 3:30 p.m.

Los Altos at Palo Alto (swimming), 3:45 p.m.
Saturday
Yamamoto Invitational at St. Francis, 8 a.m.

Badminton
Thursday
Los Gatos at Los Altos, 3:30 p.m.
Mountain View at Saratoga, 3:30 p.m.
Tuesday
Los Altos at Mountain View, 3:30 p.m.

Boys golf
Thursday
Los Altos vs. Wilcox at Santa Clara Golf & 
Tennis Club, 3 p.m.
Monday
Los Altos vs. Santa Clara at Santa Clara Golf 
& Tennis Club, 3 p.m.
Cupertino vs. Mountain View at Los Altos 
Golf & Country Club, 2:30 p.m.
Tuesday
St. Francis vs. Mitty, Valley Christian and St. 
Ignatius at Silver Creek Golf Course, 2:30 p.m.

COLLEGE
Softball
Thursday
Foothill at West Valley, 3 p.m.
Tuesday
Monterey Peninsula at Foothill, 3 p.m.

Men’s tennis
Friday
Foothill at Chabot, 2 p.m.
Tuesday
Foothill at Mission, 2 p.m.

Women’s tennis
Friday
De Anza at Foothill, 2 p.m.

Seven DayS of SportS: the local high School anD community college ScheDule

loss to Mitty (29-1). Junior Haley 
Jones’ drive across the lane gave 
the Monarchs their biggest lead at 
39-23 with 5:11 left in the period.
 But the Panthers clawed their 
way back with a 14-6 run to close 
the quarter. Junior guard Kaitlyn 
Leung scored half those points, 
sparking the spurt with a top-of-
the-key 3, and totaled 14 points. 
Jump’s trey with less than two 
ticks remaining cut Pinewood’s 
deficit to a manageable 45-37.
 That shot seemed to get Jump 
going. She nailed her next two 3s, 
part of the Panthers’ 11-5 run to 
begin the fourth.
 “My coaches always tell me 
it’s going to come,” said Jump, an 
early commit to Stanford Univer-
sity. “Once you hit one, you know 
it’s going in.”
 Claros followed Jump’s sec-
ond trey of the quarter by driving 
down the middle of the lane for a 
layin that narrowed Mitty’s lead 
to 50-48 with 1:58 to go. 
 Already on their heels, things 
got worse for the Monarchs sec-
onds later. The 6-foot-1 Jones – 
Mitty’s five-star recruit – fouled 
out with 1:31 left. The West Cath-
olic Athletic League MVP went to 
the bench with 17 points and 10 
rebounds, team-highs at the time.
 “That changes our floor dy-
namic, because (with Jones) they 

have to really focus on her with 
two or three people,” Monarchs 
coach Sue Phillips said.
 Mitty still had Penn State-
bound Karisma Ortiz – who at 6 
feet looked down on Pinewood’s 
starters – along with two more all-
leaguers in Krissy Miyahara and 
Ania McNicholas, and freshman 
phenom Hunter Hernandez. 
 However, that wasn’t enough 
to fend off the determined Pan-
thers. Leung’s baseline drive tied 
the game at 50 with 45 seconds 
remaining, leading to overtime.
 The first overtime was back 
and forth, with neither team tak-
ing more than a two-point lead. A 
trey by Hernandez (team-high 18 
points) put Mitty up 57-55 with 46 
seconds left, but a driving Klara 
Astrom answered for Pinewood to 
force another extra period.
 Jump buried back-to-back 3s 
early in the second OT to give 
the Panthers a 63-57 edge, but the 
Monarchs responded by scoring 
seven straight points. Pinewood 
regained the lead on Claros’ float-
er from the middle of the key with 
11 seconds left, only to see Mitty’s 
Ashley Hiraki split free throws 
to tie the game at 65 five seconds 
later. The Monarchs had a chance 
to win it after the Panthers turned 
the ball over in the backcourt, but 
Ortiz’s 3 missed the mark.
 Leung opened the third OT with 
a 3, setting the tone for Pinewood.
 “I saw that I was open, and I 

wasn’t thinking if this is the right 
or wrong play, I was just like, ‘I’m 
open, so I’ll shoot the 3,’ and I did 
and it went in,” she said.
 Miyahara countered with two 
free throws for the Monarchs, but 
the Panthers outscored them 10-0 
the rest of the way. Claros scored 
the first five of those points, mak-

ing two drives and a foul shot.
 “The level of play by us was at 
the highest level; it was absolutely 
spectacular,” said Scheppler, whose 
team outrebounded Mitty 50-45. 
“It couldn’t have been better.”
 Next up: Windward (26-3) of 
Los Angeles at 6 p.m. Saturday at 
the Golden 1 Center in Sacramento. 
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Pinewood’s Courtni Thompson puts up a shot in Saturday’s game.

to get us go-
ing, and we 
grabbed some 
defensive re-
bounds that 
led to transi-
tion baskets.”
 That’s as 
close as St. 
Francis would get. The Lancers 
“took three or four good shots that 
did not go in,” the coach noted, and 
the Fightin’ Irish finished the quar-
ter up eight. They outscored the 
Lancers 21-7 the rest of the way.
 “It took a lot out of us,” Field-
Polisso said of her team’s third-
quarter rally.
 There was one play during that 
run the coach won’t soon forget 
– even though it didn’t result in 
a basket. Two of her players dove 
for a loose ball near the foul line 
and after the ball rolled to mid-
court, three more Lancers went to 
the floor to get it.
 “I’m so proud of my five play-
ers who laid out to get that loose 
ball,” Field-Polisso said of a play 
that resulted in a jump ball that 
went to Sacred Heart. “They gave 
everything they had, and I loved 
their effort. It was probably my 
proudest moment of the season.”
 Foust finished the game with 
15 points to pace St. Francis, and 
Paige Uyehara added 10.
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