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Reds hire LAHS grad 
as assistant coach
 The Cincinnati Reds last 
month hired Los Altos High 
graduate Donnie Ecker (Class 
of 2004) as the team’s assis-
tant hitting coach. A standout 
baseball player for the Eagles, 
Ecker returned to his alma ma-
ter as varsity baseball coach 
in 2013 after four seasons as 
a minor leaguer. He resigned 
after the 2014 season and took 
a development position with 
the St. Louis Cardinals, serv-
ing as a minor-league hitting 
coach for three seasons. Ecker 
worked for the Los Angeles 
Angels’ organization this year 
in the role of hitting coach for 
the Triple-A team in Salt Lake.

Local tree lots support  
high school sports
 Tree lots benefiting athlet-
ics at Mountain View and Los 
Altos highs, respectively, are 
open for business. Proceeds 
from the Spartans Tree Lot 
go toward purchasing sports 
equipment and improving 
facilities at Mountain View 
High. Operating hours are 5-8 
p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. 
to 7 p.m. weekends next to 
the football field at Mountain 
View High, 3535 Truman Ave. 
For more information, visit 
spartanstreelot.com. Proceeds 
from MVLA Trees, the Los 
Altos High tree lot, support 
the school’s sports programs 
and clubs. Operating hours 
are 3:30-8 p.m. weekdays and 
9 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. weekends 
in the Chase Bank parking 
lot, 749 W. El Camino Real, 
Mountain View. For more in-
formation visit mvlatrees.com.

CIF sets deadline for 
scholarship application
 Jan. 22 is the winter dead-
line to apply for the CIF Spirit 
of Sport Award, recognizing 
one male and one female state-
wide during each high school 
sports season. Selections are 
based on exemplary sports-
manship and school/commu-
nity service and leadership, 
according to officials from 
the California Interscholas-
tic Federation, which governs 
the state’s high school sports. 

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

Opeti Fangupo was among 
the last Lancers to leave 
the field. With his head 

down and helmet in hand, the 
two-way starter plodded toward 
the locker room at Independence 
High in disbelief.

 Did it really just happen again?
 For the second year in a row, 
his St. Francis High football team 
suffered an agonizing defeat in 
the Central Coast Section Open 
Division II final. In double over-
time, Valley Christian edged the 
Lancers 31-30 – the same score as 
last year’s loss to Serra.
 When Fangupo emerged from 
the somber locker room nearly 
20 minutes later, he was still try-
ing to process what occurred that 
chilly Saturday night in San Jose.

 “This is definitely a tough one 
to swallow,” said the senior, who 
rushed for a game-high 115 yards 
and a pair of first-half touchdowns. 
“There are a lot of heavy eyes in 
there, but we’ll get through it.”
 Unlike a year ago – when 
St. Francis nearly overcame a 
14-point deficit in the fourth quar-
ter but failed to convert a two-
point pass with 1:26 to go – the 
Lancers watched the lead slip 
away Saturday. 
 Top seed St. Francis (11-2) held 

a 17-7 advantage midway through 
the third quarter after Michael 
Leahy booted a 34-yard field goal. 
But No. 2 Valley (11-2) – which 
fell to the Lancers 7-3 in West 
Catholic Athletic League play two 
months earlier – didn’t flinch.
 The Warriors answered with 
a 14-play drive that produced a 
field goal late in the third quarter, 
then forced three turnovers in the 
fourth – the second of which led 
to the game-tying touchdown. 

By Pete Borello
Staff Writer/peteb@latc.com

Although smoky skies prevented the 
Mountain View High girls soccer 
team from practicing for nine days 

last month, it didn’t stop the Spartans from 
improving before their season kicked off.
 Most of those days, coach Ivan Bandov 
gathered his girls indoors for tactical discus-
sions and to play icebreaker games.
 “It helped the chemistry a lot,” said the 
team’s seventh-year coach. “Everyone got to 
know each other better, which is important 
with so many new kids.”
 Mountain View’s 20-player roster includes 
nine new members. Six of them are freshmen, 
including standout striker Allie Montoya, who 
believes those indoor sessions will pay off.
 “Getting to know everyone off the field 
helps us on the field,” she said.
 Based on Montoya’s performance in the 
Spartans’ season opener last week, a 4-0 home 

win over rival Los Altos, she’s already click-
ing with her new teammates. Montoya assisted 
on the first three goals.
 “I was a little nervous at first,” she said, “but 
as the game went on, I felt more of a connection 
(with my teammates) and got comfortable.”
 Her initial assist came five minutes into 
the non-league game on a pass to senior Syd-
ney Arrillaga. Montoya had two more before 
halftime, setting up goals by Sistine Noel and 
Janvi Subramanyan.
 “She’s a very special player,” Bandov said 
of Montoya, who played on the under-15 girls 
national team last summer. “Her timing to 
beat someone is impeccable and the ball sticks 
to her foot.”
 Montoya is among the infusion of fresh-
men talent expected to aid the Spartans’ pur-
suit of a sixth straight Santa Clara Valley Ath-
letic League De Anza Division title and a fifth 
consecutive appearance in the Central Coast 

Mtn. View High girls soccer team 
builds chemistry on and off the field
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St. Francis High’s Anthony Landphere, above, consoles 
teammate Andre Bishop after Saturday night’s CCS 
final loss. At right, Opeti Fangupo scores the first of his 
two touchdowns for the Lancers.

Another tough-luck loss for Lancers
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Mountain View High freshman forward 
Allie Montoya controls the ball in last 
week’s game against Los Altos. See SPARTANS, Page 27

See LANCERS, Page 26

Sports
Sports on the Side

See SIDE, Page 27

Valley Christian rallies 
for 31-30 overtime win 
in CCS Open D-II final
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Ask about our Free Week!

Sports

Town Crier Staff Report

The Los Altos High girls 
basketball team rallied in 
the second half to knock 

off upper-division opponent Palo 
Alto 54-43 
last week.
 The visit-
ing Eagles, 
down seven 
at intermis-
sion, outscored the Vikings 38-20 
the rest of the way Nov. 28. Jamie 
Baum totaled 17 points to lead 
Los Altos, and Mahika Gupta 
added 14.
 The Eagles beat host Aragon 
63-58 Friday, improving to 3-0.
 Tied with Mills at the half, St. 
Francis pulled away in the third 
quarter with an 18-10 run Thurs-

day at the Mills Tournament. Mia 
Grizelj finished with 17 points.

Girls soccer
 With help from its four Los Al-
tos Hills residents, Gunn stunned 
rival Palo Alto 2-0 Nov. 27.
 The visiting Titans scored a 
goal in each half of the non-league 
game. Goalie Nicole Smith of Los 
Altos Hills earned the shutout. 
Hills residents Lauryn Nakamitsu 
(midfield), Molly Wilkinson (out-
side back) and Natalie Smith (for-
ward and Nicole’s younger sister) 
also contributed to the win.

Boys basketball
 Mountain View mauled Mt. 
Pleasant 78-10 in the first round of 
the Westmont Tournament Nov. 

 “You cannot make those mis-
takes and come up with a vic-
tory,” said St. Francis coach Greg 
Calcagno, whose team commit-
ted a total of four turnovers, the 
first leading to a Valley Christian 
touchdown in the opening quar-
ter. “We’ve got to own them and 
we’ve got to get better.”
 Four plays after the Lancers 
lost that fumble (their third of 
the game), Valley Christian’s De-
ven Vanderbilt caught a 55-yard 
touchdown toss from Cory Taylor. 
The play was a double whammy 
for St. Francis; standout defensive 
back Maurice Wilmer suffered a 
leg injury and did not return.
 “That really hurt our defense,” 
linebacker Fangupo said.
 It didn’t show right away, as 
the Lancers’ vaunted defense 
stopped Valley’s last two drives of 
the quarter. Nick Juran came up 
with St. Francis’ second intercep-
tion (Wilmer had the first) and on 
the final play of the period, Mose 
Vavao produced the team’s third 
sack (Josh Pakola made the other 
two) to guarantee overtime.
 After winning the coin toss, 
St. Francis elected to play defense 
first in OT (each team starts at the 
other’s 10-yard line and gets four 
downs to score a touchdown or 
field goal). On third down, Taylor 
connected with tight end Skylar 
Loving-Black for a 9-yard touch-
down, and Lucas Ramirez nailed 
the extra point to push the War-
riors’ lead to 24-17. 
 The Lancers matched that 
when Ryan Daly threw a 5-yard 
fade to receiver Evan Williams 
in the right side of the end zone. 
Leahy’s kick tied the game, forc-

ing a second OT.
 St. Francis got the ball first 
this time, and Daly again found 
Williams on third down. Double 
covered, the senior hauled in the 
4-yard pass on the left side of the 
end zone.
 “He’s pretty unbelievable,” 
Calcagno said of Williams, who 
caught a game-high six passes for 
135 yards. “He’s our guy and we’re 
going to throw it up to him, and 
he finds a way to make plays each 
and every week.”
 Valley’s Coleman Kyles 
blocked the extra point, however, 
giving his team a chance to win 
the game on its possession. Thom-
as Dunham followed a 4-yard run 
with a 6-yarder across the goal line 

and Ramirez drilled the pressure-
packed kick to seal the victory.
 “We knew it would come down 
to special teams, and they came 
up big,” Fangupo said. “They 
blocked (the extra point), and we 
couldn’t do the same.”
 But all is not lost for the Lanc-
ers – they have qualified for the 
Northern California playoffs. St. 
Francis is slated to visit Del Oro 
(12-1) of Loomis 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day in the Division 2-AA regional 
championship bowl. The winner  
advances to next weekend’s state 
championships in Norwalk.
 “That’s the good thing – that 
we’re not done,” Calcagno said. 
“... We’re not very excited right 
now, but we will be.”

Los Altos girls basketball, 
Gunn girls soccer stun Paly
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St. Francis receiver Evan Williams wrestles with Valley Christian 
safety Kavir Bains for the ball; the ref ruled it an interception.

With Friday’s 
3-0 victory at 
Milpitas, Jim 
McGuirk picked 
up his 300th win 
as coach of the 
Mountain View 
High boys soc-
cer team. Ben 
Smith scored 
two goals for the 
Spartans (2-0).

MVHS coach gets 300th win

See SUMMARY, Page 27

Prep Playoff 
Roundup

COURTESY OF JIM MCGUIRK
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