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Boxing for a friend
Boxer dedicates fight to a special friend. B3

End of the road
Volleyball season ends for St. Vincent. B2

Party 
time at 
Ellison
It was party time at Peta-

luma High School’s newly 
refurbished Steve Ellison 

Field on Saturday afternoon. At 
the end, it was the Casa Grande 
side that celebrated as their 
Gauchos defeated Petaluma’s 
host Trojans by one single huge 
point to win the Egg Bowl, 
37-36.

In an age when a Petaluma 
egg is more likely to be found 
in a museum than a grocery 
store and high school football 
players are rapidly becoming 
an endangered species, the Egg 
Bowl is a reminder of  another 
time. It is a reminder of  a time 
when the biggest game in town 
wasn’t played on a computer 
and Friday night lights didn’t 
mean you were stuck in traffic.

Saturday afternoon was a 
throwback. Stands were packed 
on both sides of  Ellison Field. 
There were bands blaring, fans 
cheering, friends embracing, 
strategy discussed and (since it 
is 2018) students texting on both 
sides of  the field.

Bottom line, it was fun.
I saw only one slight alterca-

tion when a Casa student tried 
to snatch the Petaluma school 
flag as it was being zipped in 
front of  the Casa stands.

As an aside, I’ve noticed 
more trouble caused by those 
flags than any other source. No 
matter their content or color, 
carrying them in front of  an 
opponent’s rooting section is 
like waving a red flag under 
the nose of  a bull. It’s just not 
smart.

Other than that, I saw noth-
ing but fun and excitement. 
Of  course, I didn’t pay much 
attention to what was going 
outside the stadium, and it was 
long past my nap time when the 
inevitable post-game parties 
started.

I made it a point to spend 
time on both sidelines, and I 
saw nothing but good sports-
manship with almost all 
the grousing directed at the 
officials. That came from both 
sides.

There are those who would 
disagree, but I thought the 
zebra-dressed whistle blowers 
did a generally good job. For 
a game the magnitude of  the 
Egg Bowl, there were very few 
penalties, six on Petaluma and 
three on Casa Grande.

Casa coaches were incensed 
when a fourth-and-goal play 
was ruled stopped inches from 
pay dirt. Petaluma coaches 
turned purple when rough-
ing-the-passing and pass-inter-
ference penalties allowed the 
Gauchos to score in the second 
quarter.

From my vantage point, I 
couldn’t tell if  they were right 
or wrong in either case, but 
either way, the play goes on. 
You live with the breaks and 
the flags. Both teams, to their 
credit, did just that.

I prefer Friday night to 
Saturday afternoon football, 
but for the Egg Bowl, Saturday 
afternoon is perfect. It makes 
the game special. It allows 
parents and family a chance to 
see the game. It avoids cold fall 
nights and it makes the whole 
affair more family friendly. 
Most importantly, it cuts down 
on the possibility of  unwanted 
extracurricular activity.

It was legendary Petaluma 
coach Steve Ellison who con-
ceived of  the idea of  playing the 
game on Saturday afternoon. 
As usual, he was right.

Saturday’s game with a 
full house, fun-filled rooting 
sections, and an action-packed 
game that came down to the 
final seconds was perfect.

It was just like I remembered 
it in 1974. Yes, I was at the game 
and Casa Grande also won that 
one, 9-0.

(Contact John Jackson at 
johnie.jackson@arguscourier.
com)

JJ Says
John Jackson

Season stretches on for area football teams

The beat goes on for all three local high 
school football teams, with Petaluma, 
Casa Grande and St. Vincent all invited to 
the North Coast Section playoffs, albeit in 
different divisions.

Casa Grande will play Friday night at 
Rancho Cotate in a Division 2 match-up. 
Petaluma and St. Vincent both start the 
playoffs Saturday night on the road, with 
the Trojans going to Alameda to take on 
Encinal’s Jets in a Division 3 match-up, 
while St. Vincent heads to Lake County to 
face Middletown’s like-named Mustangs in 
a Division 5 game. All three games kick off 
at 7 p.m.

Casa meets No. 1
Casa Grande probably needed its one-

point (37-36) win over Petaluma last week 
to gain entry into the playoffs. As it is, the 
Gauchos are seeded No. 16 in a 16-team 
field. As a reward, they get to open the play-
offs against No. 1 seed Rancho Cotate, their 
former North Bay League rival.

The Cougars are 9-1 on the season, with 

their only loss coming to Cardinal New-
man, 42-21, in the game that cost them the 
North Bay League Oak championship.

Since a season-opening 16-12 win over 
Sacramento, the Cardinal Newman game 
is the only contest in which Rancho has 
scored less than 30 points.

Led by two of  the most dynamic offensive 
players in the Redwood Empire, Rancho 
Cotate has amassed 3,985 total yards, aver-
aging 398 yards a game.

Quarterback Jared Stocker has complet-
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Casa visits top seed Rancho Cotate; 
Petaluma travels to meet Encinal; 
St. Vincent on road to Middletown
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What started in August in the new St. Vincent weightroom has resulted in St. Vincent in the North 
Coast Section playoffs with a game Saturday night at Middletown.

See Playoffs, B3

The famous Roman philosopher 
Lawrence Berra once remarked, “It’s 
not over until it’s over.”

Casa Grande High School’s Gau-
cho football team proved Saturday 
afternoon that sometimes it is not over 
when it’s over — or at least appears to 
be over — beating Peta-
luma’s Trojans, 37-36, in 
one of  the most exciting 
Egg Bowl encounters in 
the rivalry game’s 39-year 
history.

The game certainly 
seemed over when Petalu-
ma culminated a me-
thodical 80-yard march with a 2-yard 
burrowing touchdown push by Colton 
Prieto and a follow-up conversion pass 
to Nick Ayers to take a 36-29 lead with 
just one minute and one second left 
in what was, to that point, an already 
epic battle.

Somebody forgot to tell the Gauchos 
the game was over. Battling both the 
Trojan defense and the relentless 
clock on Petaluma’s Steve Ellison 
Field, the Gauchos improbably swept 

72 yards on key runs by quarterback 
Jadon Bosarge and a culminating 
33-yard touchdown pass from the 
quarterback to wide receiver Carson 
Kerrigan, who made a tumbling catch 
in the end zone with 20 seconds to 
spare.

The emotion and intensity that had 
shrouded Petaluma’s field since the 

opening kickoff wasn’t 
over, because the 6-point 
touchdown still left the 
Gauchos a point shy of  
the Egg Bowl trophy, 
trailing, 36-35.

The Gaucho choice was 
really no choice. They 
could go with a high-per-

centage, game-tying conversion kick, 
or try to run for a much more prob-
lematic game-winning 2-point conver-
sion.

It was a no-brainer decision for Casa 
coach Denis Brunk and his players.

The give for the 2-point try was to 
Jordan Gramajo, who rode an unstop-
pable line surge into the end zone for 
two of  the biggest points ever scored 

Gauchos win Egg Bowl
Casa Grande one point better than Petaluma in hard-fought contest

By JOHN JACKSON
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Casa Grande’s victorious Gauchos proudly display the Egg Bowl trophy, their prize for beating rival Petaluma, 37-36.

See Egg, B4

THE BIG CLASH
Junior-varsity squads set 
the tone for wild day / B4
Photos from Egg Bowl / B4 

Casa Grande’s Carson Kerrigan makes a catch 
over Petaluma defender Daxton Hogya for a cru-
cial touchdown in the Egg Bowl’s final seconds.

Petaluma charged into the Egg Bowl in all-black uniforms.
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by a Casa Grande High School football 
team.

Afterward, Brunk admitted that he 
ordered the Gauchos to allow Petaluma 
to score once the Trojans’ final drive had 
reached the 2-yard line.

“We didn’t just lay down, we tried to 
strip the ball, but I knew we could score 
if  we had enough time. We needed that 
minute,” he explained.

The coach said the touchdown pass 
that set up the winning conversion was a 
play the Gauchos had run several times 
this season. “It was a planned play. We 
run it all the time,” he said.

Bosarge said the Gauchos were confi-
dent even as they faced what might have 
been the final minute in their season. 
“We didn’t doubt,” he said. “We were qui-
et on the sideline. I just told the receivers 
to be sure to get out of  bounds.”

As it turned out, it was Bosarge him-
self  who managed to get out of  bounds, 
three times running for good yardage as 
the Gauchos raced down field. “I trusted 
my instincts,” he said.

Then came the pass, the conversion 
run and the real end.

The finish somewhat obscured a game 
that was spirit-drenched from both sides 
of Ellison Field from kickoff to conclusion. 
Right up until the final buzzer, the game 
was a teeter-totter tussle that had high 
points and low for both sides as they strug-
gled through 48 minutes of total bedlam.

Petaluma’s dominating ground game 
gave the Trojans a 14-0 lead on touch-
down runs by Derrick Pomi and Prieto as 
Casa Grande’s offense suffered through 
early setbacks.

Bosarge’s first pass of  the game was 
swiped by Petaluma’s Garrett Freitas and 
six plays and 60 yards later, Pomi was 
in the end zone from a yard out for the 
game’s first touchdown.

Petaluma played the first period with 
junior Jack Hartman at the controls of  
its option offense as senior starter Cole 
Powers sat out trying to recover from an 
illness that had plagued him all week.

Casa Grande pushed right back, but 
then was stopped short of  its objective 
when officials ruled that Matt Herrera 
was a hand’s-length short of  the goal on a 
fourth-and-1 try.

In the second quarter, a punt that might 
have pinned Petaluma deep in its own 
territory was partially blocked, and the 
Trojans took advantage of a 56-yard field to 
scored on a 14-yard run by Prieto for a 14-0 
lead with Powers back at quarterback.

But, even as the Trojan fans screamed in 
satisfaction, the game path suddenly twist-
ed toward the Gaucho side of the field.

Help by two penalties — one for 
whomping Bosarge after the whistle 
and one for a pass interference — the 
Gauchos went 45 yards in just 46 seconds 
to score on an 11-yard Bosarge-to-Nate 
Busse pass.

Instead of  being in charge by two 
touchdowns at the intermission, the 
Trojans were hanging on to a seven-point 
lead and momentum was sitting on the 
Casa bench.

The west side really got wild in the 
second half.

Given a short field when a Casa 
Grande onside kickoff backfired, and 
bouyed by a 28-yard run by Prieto, Peta-
luma went 55 yards for a 2-yard Derrick 
Pomi touchdown and a 21-7 lead.

Again, Casa Grande rallied back, scor-
ing on a 1-yard plunge by Gramajo after 

his 19-yard scamper on a swing pass from 
Bosarge set up the touchdown.

Back and forth it went through the 
longest and loudest 12 minutes of  the 
season.

Freitas sliced up the middle for a 
9-yard Trojan touchdown and Johnson 
answered right back on a sparkling 45-
yard run to count country.

In a game where every series was 
either big, bigger or biggest, one of  the 
bigger ones came almost immediately fol-
lowing Johnson’s burst when Petaluma 
tried a bit of  trickery with a reverse that 
was fumbled and pounced on by Casa 
Grande’s Matthew Murphy.

“That was my fault,” Petaluma head 
coach Rick Krist said later. “I called the 
wrong play. I had a bad feeling about it as 
soon as I called it.”

Starting at the Petaluma 36-yard line, 
it took the Gauchos just seven plays to 
score on an 11-yard run by Bosarge. In a 
preview of  the climax to come, the Gau-
chos battled Gramajo into the end zone 
for a 2-point conversion and a 29-28 lead. 
With seven minutes left, Casa Grande 
had its first lead of  the game.

Trailing for the first time, the Trojans 

refused to panic, and did what they do 
best, pushing downfield on an 80-yard 
march.

The drive was salvaged by a crucial 
fourth-down swing pass from Powers to 
Freitas that covered 11 yards when Peta-
luma needed eight.

Prieto into the end zone and the 2-point 
conversion made it a 36-29 game.

“That was a great drive,” said Krist. “It 
was our best drive of  the season.”

With 1:01 blinking on the scoreboard, the 
frenzied Petaluma fans thought it was over.

They were wrong.
Back came the Gauchos, down went 

the Trojans and it was the Casa Grande 
fans mobbing the field when it was really 
over.

“That was crazy,” said Bosarge, who 
gave full credit to his offensive line. 
“They played great. It was their best 
week of  practice and they played like 
they practiced.”

Casa senior Jack Green, who had 
sparked the Gauchos all season with his 
unsung play on both sides of  scrimmage 
as offensive lineman and linebacker, 
echoed the feelings of  his teammates.

“That felt so good to come back and 
win,” Green said. “We knew we needed to 
win to make the playoffs.”

“What a game. It was just a matter of  
who had the ball at the end,” observed 
Brunk.

“We made too many silly mistakes,” 
noted Krist. “It was a great game, but 
in the second half  we couldn’t stop the 
run.”

Led by workhorse Prieto, who carried 
30 times for 175 yards, Petaluma out 
rushed Casa 370 yards to 233.

Bosarge gave Casa Grande a passing 
advantage, completing 14 of  22 passes for 
139 yards and two touchdowns. Powers 
was 6-of-6 for 64 yards for the Trojans, 
while Hartman, in his quarter, completed 
1-of-2 throws for 11 yards.

Petaluma finished with 457 total yards 
to 373 for Casa Grande.

Sprinkled throughout what was pri-
marily an offensive game were outstand-
ing defensive efforts from both sides.

Among the more notable defenders for 
Petaluma were Ayers, Connor Pedersen, 
Hartman and Mariano Jaramillo. Casa 
Grande received strong efforts from Gr-
amajo, Quinten Lopez, Johnson, Josh Gar-
cia and Matthew Murphy, among others.

Egg Continued from B1
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Casa Grande’s Antonio Bernardini attempts a flying tackle on Petaluma’s Colton Prieto.

JVs set the tone for memorable Egg Bowl Saturday

The intensity for Egg Bowl 
Saturday began building early 
when Casa Grande pulled out a 
20-7 victory over Petaluma in the 
junior varsity game.

Petaluma led, 7-6, through 
the first three periods of  a 
head-knocking defensive strug-
gle before Casa’s Ryan Kasper 
took over the game in the fourth 
quarter.

Kasper scored twice in the 
final 10 minutes to decide the 

game, once on a 14-yard pass 
from Maverick Googins and 
once on an unbelievable 56-yard 
run through the entire Petaluma 
team to clinch the victory.

The defensive tone of  the con-
test was set early as the rivals 
battled through a scoreless first 
period, although it took a deter-
mined Petaluma stand to keep 
Casa out of  the end zone.

An excellent punt return by 
the omnipresent Kasper gave 
Casa Grande possession at the 
Petaluma 38, and the Gauchos 
drove to the Trojan 5-yard line 
before a crucial sack by Dalton 
Casey helped end the drive on 
downs at the 8-yard line.

Midway through the second 
quarter, Petaluma put together 
an impressive 76-yard drive to 
score the game’s first touch-
down. The march was helped 
by a great one-handed catch by 
Ivan Cortez of  a pass thrown by 
Eli Galaudet-Freeman.

The touchdown came on 
another pass, this one to Westley 
Johnson. Johnson’s follow-up 
kick gave Petaluma a 7-0 lead.

Casa Grande used a bit of  
well-conceived and well-exe-
cuted trickery to get into the 
end zone just as the first half  
was ending, with quarterback 
Googins tossing back to Kasper, 
who then launched a pass to a 

wide-open Eli Cappelen on a 
55-yard Trojan-shocking touch-
down pass.

The conversion kick missed 
left, leaving the score 7-6 in favor 
of  the Trojans at halftime.

That count held through a 
rapidly played third quarter that 
featured outstanding defensive 
efforts from both sides.

The game-deciding fourth 
quarter was dominated by Kasper 
as the Gauchos took charge.

What would stand as the 
game-winning touchdown came 
on a tenacious 75-yard drive by 
Casa Grande that not only ended 
with Kasper in the end zone, but 
took almost five minutes off the 

final 10-minute quarter.
The march, carried mostly by 

Kasper between the tackles, was 
kept alive by a crucial rough-
ing-the-passer penalty on fourth 
down. The touchdown came as 
Googins tossed to Kasper, who 
broke a tackle before diving into 
the end zone.

Still hopeful, the Trojans 
managed just eight plays before 
turning the ball over on downs 
to the Gauchos.

Kasper saved the best for last. 
With time winding down, he 
broke through would-be Trojan 
tackles four times on a bulldoz-
ing 56-yard run that clinched the 
Casa Grande win.

Gauchos trail early, 
rally for 20-7 victory
By JOHN JACKSON
ARGUS-COURIER SPORTS EDITOR

Lasting images of Egg Bowl 2018
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Pure bliss after Casa Grande won the 2018 Egg Bowl 37-36 over Petaluma High in a stunning last-minute play. 
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Big battles were fought in the trenches, with Casa Grande’s 
Jack Green (55) facing Petaluma’s Kenny Alexander (51).
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Gaucho fans on their feet at the 2018 Egg Bowl. 
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It was a close match between Petaluma High and Casa 
Grande at the 2018 Egg Bowl. The Gauchos won 37-36. 
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Fighting for the flag at the 2018 Egg Bowl. 


