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Excuse senior Keila 
Barra for not getting too 
excited that her Lady Ti-
tan volleyball team had 
just won its first Rio Hon-
do League championship 
in twenty-eight years. For 
Barra, it was the culmina-
tion of a four-year quest 
that all ended Tuesday 
with a straight-set sweep 
of La Cañada. The Spar-
tans have been San Ma-
rino’s traditional nemesis, 
but during Barra’s tenure, 
there has been another 
rival.

“South Pas,” the out-
side hitter said. “We have 
beaten La Cañada for the 
past couple years and 
it never really dawned 
on me that they were so 
good.” 

Barra said the sensa-
tion of the Lady Titan’s 
first Rio Hondo League 
title—a championship 
that was won 21 years 
prior to her even being 
born—took a few hours 
to kick in. But the team 
captain had unfinished 
business on her mind. 
Following San Marino’s 
league-clinching victory 
over the Spartans, San 
Marino still had Wednes-
day’s finale at aforemen-
tioned South Pasadena.

“I am super excited 
and proud of my team 
for getting this far,” Barra 
said. “Hopefully we can 
get to 10-0.”

She said the champi-
onship and surrounding 
history is “a little surre-
al.” Barra was in practice 
a few days ago when 

former Coach Cynthia 
Chubbuck addressed the 
team about the tradition 
of San Marino volleyball. 
Chubbuck—who still 
teaches at the school—
was at the helm from 
1987-96 and oversaw 
Rio Hondo League titles 
in 1988, 1989 and 1990, 
until Tuesday the team’s 
last. 

“It was very inspiration-
al,” Barra said. “It means 
to much to her and she 
really wanted us to win. 
That gave us a lot of in-
centive. Hearing about 
the history of San Marino 
volleyball just made us 
want it more.”

Barra said that the Lady 
Titans’ off-the-court com-
raderie is as responsible 
for their success as what 
they do between the lines.

“There is so little drama 
on this team,” she said. 
“Maddie [Kaufman] Erin 
[Hill] and Leela [Anvekar] 
are all from the same club 
team and that brings a 
positive tone to the team.  

Though small by vol-
leyball standards (Barra 
stands 5’8” – a fact she 
quickly reminded me 
of when I suggested she 
was 5’7”), Barra received 
a scholarship from USC, 
where she will play libero 
and defensive specialist 
for the Women of Troy, 
traditionally one of the 
top volleyball teams in 
the nation. 

“Keila has been a great 
role model and to go so 
far in her career is amaz-
ing,” said teammate Erin 
Hill, a sophomore. “I am 
really excited top see 
what she does with it.” 

BIG ACHIEVEMENT: Senior Keila Barra led the Lady Ti-
tans to a Rio Hondo League title. Rafael Najarian Photo

while explaining the im-
portance of the moment. 

It worked. 
La Cañada was never re-

ally in Tuesday’s match as 
the Lady Titans improved 
to 9-0 in league and 16-4 
overall. 

“It feels great to see San 
Marino volleyball back,” 
said Chubbuck, who 
watched Tuesday’s game 
from her typical vantage 
point on the upper east 
landing. “We have had 
promising teams in the 
past, but they have just 
never put it together like 
this group has. This team 
is fun to watch.” 

Proving you can take 
the coach out of the game 
but you can never take the 
game out of the coach, 
Chubbuck even provided 
some post-match analysis.

“I think the big differ-
ence between the two 
teams was passing,” 
Chubbuck stated. “San 
Marino’s was excellent 
and La Cañada’s were off 
the mark, which makes it 
difficult for La Cañada’s 
hitters to get the sets San 
Marino’s girls were get-
ting.” 

Chubbuck said she is 
happy she made the de-
cision to drop by practice. 

“This program means a 
lot to me,” she said. “To 
see them win the league 
championship outright is 
a proud moment for the 
high school. It had been 
a long time. And to do it 
three-oh? I don’t think we 
ever swept them like that.”  

Rios admitted to hav-
ing a little case of the 
pre-game jitters, but an 
extremely efficient perfor-
mance by the Lady Titans 
provided immediate relief.

“I was nervous, I have 
to admit it,” Rios chuck-
led. “There were some 
very important things on 
the line. But as far as the 
match is concerned, I 
thought we played very 
well. I was most impressed 
by our performance in the 
third set when we had the 
will power and the focus 
to clean them out.” 

Senior Keila Barra led 
the team with 13 kills, fol-
lowed by sophomore Erin 
Hill, who added a dozen. 
Sophomore Leela Anvekar 
added four blocks and 
was a difference maker at 
the net.

“I’m just glad she is on 
my side,” Rios said. 

Three players does not a 
championship make and 
the aforementioned trio 
had plenty of help.  

Hanna Wang had an ex-
cellent game on her senior 
night,” said Rios. “Aside 
from her fine setting, she 
led the team with five 
aces. Senior outside hitter 
Morgan Wong put togeth-
er yet another consistent 
performance and middle 
blocker Lauren Eriksen 
occupied the Spartans all 
afternoon. Defensive spe-
cialists Conner Sund and 

LEAGUE CHAMPS: Senior 
doubles player Grace Car-
ter has contributed to four 
Rio Hondo League champi-
onships during her days at 
SMHS. Rafael Najarian Photo 

Caitlyn Nguyen were on 
point and libero Madison 
Kaufman provided solid 
passing and timely second 
setting to pace the Lady 
Titans. 

Though just a sopho-
more, Hill has added the 
presence of a well-round-
ed athlete who excels at 
all facets of the game. At 
5’11,” she can handle her-
self at the net, in the back 
row and at the service 
line, where she delivers 
punishing jump serves. 

“I know that winning a 
league championship has 
been one of our goals for a 
while,” Hill said. “It’s very 
exciting. This was a really 
big moment and it was 
great to get it done this 
year. There is a lot of mo-
tivation to win [Wednes-
day] night to get that 10-0 
record. And we hope to 
carry the momentum into 
the playoffs.” 

Chubbuck’s visit “really 
put things into perspec-
tive,” Hill told The Tri-
bune. “We have been told 
so many times that it has 
been a ong time since our 
last championship. But 
to see someone who has 
actually been there put it 
into perspective. It was re-
ally cool and gave us all a 
more personal reason to 
win.” 

Rios shared the senti-
ment.

“I am really happy,” 
said Rios. “I am also very 
grateful to Coach Chub-

buck, speaking to the team 
and showing us her letter 
jacket. It is obvious that 
San Marino has a lot of 
deep-rooted history in the 
sport of volleyball. A lot of 
people have already con-
tacted me to congratulate 
the team on the win. The 
ripples go way out.”

The Lady Titans trav-
eled to South Pasadena 
on Wednesday evening 
for the final Rio Hondo 
League contest of the sea-
son and it’s no throwaway. 

“I am not going to feel 
complete until we get the 
tenth win,’ Rios conclud-
ed. 

HOW LOW CAN YOU GO?: Above, left to right, Maddie Kaufman, Keila Barra and Caitlin 
Nguyen prove that a great deal of the game of volleyball is contested below the net. San Marino 
defeated La Cañada on Tuesday to win its first Rio Hondo League championship since 1990. 

SCENES FROM THE GAME: 
Clockwise, from right: Coach 
Joey Rios has a private mo-
ment; Senior Morgan Wong 
fires one back; Lauren Eriksen 
with a point-winning spike; 
this Erin Hill kill was a mo-
mentum-changer and Mad-
die Kaufman displays some 
of her back row magic as the 
Lady Titans prevailed in three 
sets.  Photos by Rafael Najari-
an and Alexis Anvekar

BEHIND THE SPIKERS: Members of the Titan basketball program got a reprieve from weight-
lifting to watch the Lady Titans top La Cañada in three straight sets.  Rafael Najarian Photo 
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Kelly Crowley, a ju-
nior at Holy Cross, 
was named the Patri-
ot League’s Offensive 
Player of the Week for 
her performance in last 
week’s 1-0 win over 
Loyola. 

This is the second 
weekly award for Crow-
ley in her career as the 
2016 graduate of San 
Marino High School was 
named Rookie of the 
Week in October of her 
freshman season. 

Crowley scored the 

COLLEGE CORNER

KELLY CROWLEY

Kelly Crowley Is Patriot League’s Offensive Player of the Week

game-winner in the con-
test against Loyola. In the 
28th minute, she managed 
to find her way through 

the defense to connect 
with a corner kick at the 
back post and headed it 
in to give the Crusaders 
the 1-0 lead, which they 
would never relinquish.

The goal was Crow-
ley’s first of the season 
and third of her career. 

Kelly’s twin brother, 
Patrick, is a junior at 
the United States Coast 
Guard Academy. A de-
fensive back, Patrick two 
weeks ago was named 
the New England Wom-
en’s and Men’s Athletic 
Conference Football 
Defensive Athlete of the 
Week.   
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INCENTIVE: Former Coach 
Cynthia Chubbuck showed 
the team her letter jacket with 
its three championship pins.   

San Marino High School 
graduate Kelly Crowley 
scored a goal last week.

For Barra, League 
Title Is “Surreal”
USC-Bound Senior Stayed Cool Amidst 
All the Recent Championship Furor

Meanwhile, Tennis Team
Continues to Dominate
Lady Titans Win 11th Straight Rio Hondo 
League Title In Typically Casual Fashion
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With a great deal of 
the community’s atten-
tion on a volleyball game 
that was being contested 
inside a building about a 
hundred yards away, San 
Marino High School’s 
girls’ varsity tennis team 
won its 11th consecutive 
Rio Hondo League cham-
pionship, the ninth un-
der the guidance of head 
Coach Melwin Pereira. 

Even if scripted, the re-
actions of the two teams 
and their supporters 
couldn’t have been more 
different, a sense of polite 
apathy prevailing at the 
tennis center after bed-
lam broke loose inside 
Dingus Memorial Field-
house, where just an hour 
earlier the Lady Titans’ 
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Lady Titans End Volleyball Frustration

San Marino Caps 10-0 Rio 
Hondo League Season

San Marino High 
School’s girls’ varsity 
volleyball team defeat-
ed South Pasadena on 
Wednesday evening in 
four sets to finish 10-0 and 
in first place of the Rio 
Hondo League.


