
A touchdown is 
worth six points, but 
one particular touch-
down in the Argonaut 
High School football 
team’s fi rst round 
Sac-Joaquin Sec-
tion playoff  win over 
Bradshaw Christian 
last Friday night was 
worth so much more 
to a pair of Mustangs.

In the fi rst quar-
ter of the Mustangs’ 
58-42 victory, Argo-
naut senior quarter-
back Wyatt Elmore 
rolled out and saw an 
open receiver near the 
back of the end zone, 
but this wasn’t just 
any receiver. It was 

his younger brother 
Garrett, a sophomore 
tight end, who up un-
til that point did not 
have a single catch all 
season.

Wyatt – having 
played out this kind 
of scenario with 
his younger broth-
er countless times 
through the years in 

front of their house in 
Ione – didn’t hesitate.

“The play call was 
an ordinary 24 toss 
pass, which puts our 
tight end – my little 
brother – on a seven 
route to the back of 
the end zone,” Wyatt 
Elmore recalled.

The Argonaut Ju-
nior Mustangs Varsity 
youth football team 
shined bright on the 
biggest stage of the 
season.

In the sixth annu-
al Motherlode Valley 
Football League Super 
Bowl last Saturday at 
Calaveras High School, 
the top-seeded Junior 
Mustangs lived up to 
their billing as the 
team to beat by domi-
nating the third-seed-
ed Escalon Outlaws on 

both sides of the ball 
on the way to a 44-16 
Super Bowl victory.

The Junior Mustangs 
scored on every sin-
gle off ensive posses-
sion they had in the 
game, never punting 
and never turning the 
ball over. The Escalon 
defense could not stop 
the fast, experienced 
and powerful off en-
sive line of Argonaut, 
comprised of cen-
ter Aaron “Subway” 
Smith, guards Eugene 
Wilkinson and Kevin 
Guthrie, and tackles
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Jordan Murphy scored 
two touchdowns in 
the second half Friday 
against Marysville.

Herd thunders 
in Marysville

November 26, 2003

HIGH SCHOOL 
SPORTS CALENDAR

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 9
FOOTBALL: Sac-Joaquin 
Section Division VI quar-
terfi nals-Amador at Hilmar, 
Argonaut at Modesto 
Christian, Calaveras 
at Escalon, 7 p.m.

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 10
CROSS COUNTRY: Sac-Joa-
quin Section Championships 
at Willow Hill, Folsom, 9 a.m.

Unless otherwise noted, when 
two times listed, fi rst time is 
JV and second time is varsity; 
when three times listed, fi rst 
time is frosh-soph; when only 
one time listed, time is for 
varsity only. Schedules subject 
to change.

COURTESY PHOTO

Wyatt Elmore, left, and younger brother Garrett 
Elmore have enjoyed the experience of being team-
mates on the Argonaut varsity football team this fall.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Argonaut Junior Mustangs Varsity off ensive line dominated the line of 
scrimmage in Saturday’s Super Bowl game against the Escalon Outlaws.

COURTESY PHOTO

The Argonaut Junior Mustangs Varsity youth football team celebrate with the 2018 MVFL Super Bowl trophy at Calaveras High School.
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Amador High School
Name: Shane Bertero Hometown: Sutter Creek
Grade: Junior Team: Varsity Football
Shane had a big night on defense at his cornerback spot in the 
Buff aloes’ playoff  win at Hughson last Friday with fi ve tackles, 
two pass breakups, an interception and a scoop and score.
Coach speak: “(Shane) is a great teammate, always a leader 
by example, willing to play anywhere to help his team,” Bill Baker said.
Did you know: Shane also wrestles and enjoys working out. Before games, 
he listens to music to help him concentrate and get pumped up. Popular on 
his playlist are “Leave Me Alone” by Flipp Dinero and “Noticed” by Lil Mosey.

Argonaut High School
Name: Keith Upton Hometown: Ione
Grade: Freshman Team: Cross Country
Keith bumped up to the varsity level for the past two races 
and helped the Mustangs qualify for this Saturday’s section 
fi nals by placing fourth out of 10 Argonaut runners at the 
sub-section meet at Frogtown.
Coach speak: “(Keith) is extremely dedicated and hard worker,” Cameron 
Duggan said. “He is becoming an integral part of the team’s success.”
Did you know: Keith has a cat named Luna he described as “super-passive” 
that follows him around the house. He preps for races with a nap on the bus.

High School Athletes of the Week

TD pass is a dream come true for Elmore Bros.

See Super, Page D5

See Football, Page D6

By Jeremy Malamed 
Ledger Dispatch

Mission accomplished!

Varsity Junior Mustangs 
claim Super Bowl victory

Youth Football Roundup

High School Football Notebook
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The Amador High 
School football team 
made the most of its 
chance to compete 
in the Sac-Joaquin 
Section playoff s when 
the Buff aloes took 
on Marysville. After 
a shaky start, the 
Thundering Herd put 
it all together, took 
control of the game, 
shut out the Indians 
through the entire 
second half and post-
ed a 28-14 win on the 
road Friday night.

“It was the most 
physical game we’ve 
played all year,” 
Amador coach 
Steve Goggans said. 
“They’re a good 
football team, but we 
thought we could beat 
them and we did.”

Amador quarterback 
Brian Bellotti fi nished 
the game connecting 
on 5 of 9 pass at-
tempts for 73 yards 
and one touchdown. 
Running back Jordan 
Murphy carried 20 
times for 138 yards 
and two touchdowns; 
Zack Rutherford took 
it 24 times for 114 
yards and a score.

The Amador defense 
fi nished with fi ve 
interceptions.

“Cody Martinsen 
played real well, 
(Steve) Adkins played 
well, Brent Trammell 
had a big sack and 
Jordan Murphy had 
an outstanding game 
defensively, again,” 
Goggans said.

Rutherford picked 
off  two Indian pass-
es and teammate Joe 
Soares, Mike Estey 
and Zack Waklee each 
intercepted one.

CIF Sac-Joaquin Section 
Division VI Football Playoff s

Friday, November 9 quarterfi nals schedule:

No. 10 Amador at No. 2 Hilmar

No. 8 Argonaut at No. 1 Modesto Christian

No. 6 Calaveras at No. 3 Escalon

Kickoff  for all games is scheduled for 7 p.m.

Admission: $10 adults, $7 students/seniors

View the full bracket online at ledger.news



brother, Garrett was 
beginning to think 
this particular dream 
was just not meant to 
be.

“I had been waiting 
all season and thought 
I had no chance left 
because the season 
was almost over, but 
when coach called 
the play and sent me 
in, I was so excited,” 
Garrett said. “Wy-
att snapped the ball, 
rolled out and threw it 
to me. At fi rst, I didn’t 
think I was inbounds, 
but they signaled I 
was. I just ran up to 
Wyatt and hugged him 
so tight.

“The TD pass means 
so much to me because 
not all kids get the 
chance to play with 
their brother, let alone 
catch a TD pass from 
him. It was always a 
dream of mine and it 
fi nally came true. It’s 
something that I will 
never forget.”

No. 10 Amador 
(8-3) at No. 2 
Hilmar (8-2)

The Buff aloes used a 

dominant second half 
defensive performance 
to rally for a 37-19 
win at Hughson last 
week and will be back 
on the bus Friday for 
another road game, 
this time at Hilmar. 
These teams have met 
twice before in the 
playoff s, both Hilmar 
wins in the fi rst round 
of the Division IV 
playoff s. In 1988, the 
Yellowjackets won 33-
20 and in 2005 they 
won 33-7. Amador is 
in the second round 
for the fi rst time since 
2016, when it beat 
Bradshaw Christian 
30-7 in the Division 
VI section champion-
ship game. Hilmar is 
the defending Division 
VI champion and is in 
the second round for 
the third time in four 
years. The Yellowjack-
ets had a fi rst-round 
bye.

No. 8 Argonaut 
(8-3) at 
No. 1 Modesto 
Christian (9-1)

After seemingly 
scoring at will in last 
week’s 58-42 fi rst 
round win over Brad-
shaw Christian, the 
Mustangs’ off ense will 
face a much tougher 
task this week against 
a Modesto Christian 
defense that has al-
lowed only 82 points 
all season. These 
teams have never met 
in the playoff s. Argo-
naut is in the second 
round for the fi rst 
time since 2016, be-
fore that it was 2012. 
The Mustangs have 
made one section 
championship game, 
beating Linden 17-0 
for the 2004 title. 

Modesto Christian is 
in the second round 
for the second straight 
season. The Crusad-
ers advanced all the 
way to the Division VI 
championship game 
last year, losing 42-
13 loss to Hilmar. 
Modesto Christian had 
a fi rst-round bye.

No. 6 Calaveras 
(7-4) at No. 3 
Escalon (8-2)

Calaveras had its 
way with No. 11 High-
lands in a 44-7 fi rst 
round win last Fri-
day in San Andreas to 
earn a return trip to 
Escalon, where it lost 
21-7 to the Cougars 
in its season opener 
on August 24. These 
teams have a lengthy 

postseason histo-
ry – they’ve played 
10 times against each 
other! – dating all the 
way back to 1971. Es-
calon has an 8-2 edge 
over Calaveras, which 
beat the Cougars in 
1971 and 1991; since 
then, Escalon has 
won eight straight. 
Calaveras is in the 
second round for the 
fi rst time since 2015. 
Calaveras is 0-8 in 
championship game 
appearances; its last 
such appearance was 
in 2010, that was a 
22-19 loss to Escalon. 
The Cougars, who had 
a fi rst-round bye, are 
in the second round 
for the second straight 
year; they’re looking 
to advance to their 
fi rst championship 

since 2012.

Kickoff  for all of 
Friday’s Sac-Joaquin 
Section Division VI play-
off  games is scheduled 
for 7 p.m. Sac-Joaquin 
Section Assistant Com-
missioner Will DeBoard 
contributed to these 
playoff  previews.

Alumni Watch
* Defensive back 

Anthony Giangregorio 
(Calaveras, Class of 
2017) made 11 tackles 
for the San Joaquin 
Delta College football 
team in Saturday’s 
42-19 loss to West 
Hills at Coalinga.

* Defensive back 
Andrew Keeter (Ama-
dor, Class of 2017) had 
a hand in three tack-
les, including a sack, 
for American River 

College in a 44-17 
victory over Shasta 
on Saturday in Sacra-
mento.

* Safety Brandon 
Wright (Amador, Class 
of 2018) had seven 
tackles for Sacramento 
City College in a 27-24 
loss to Modesto Junior 
College on Saturday at 
Modesto.

* Senior wide re-
ceiver Mike Seawell 
(Calaveras, Class of 
2014) had six catch-
es for 93 yards, both 
team-highs, includ-
ing an 8-yard touch-
down pass for Midland 
University in a 42-
20 loss to Briar Cliff  
University on Saturday 
in Sioux City, Iowa. 
Seawell also had three 
punt returns for 37 
yards.
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NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Swingle Meat Co. - 12640 Kennedy Flat Rd 
Jackson (209) 223-0731

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Ledger Dispatch - 106 Water Street Jackson 
(209) 223-8761

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

ALP Graphics - 11020 Hwy. 49 in Martell 
(209) 223-1680 

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Holiday Inn Express -  101 Clinton Road 
Jackson (209) 257-1500

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Ione Pharmacy - 307 Preston Ave
Ione (209) 274-2432

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Claypool’s Gift & Home -12056 Industry
 Blvd Jackson (209) 257-0219

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Glass Doctor -10876 Highway 49, Jackson 
(209) 223-1785

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Gold Country Auto Clinic - 705 CA-49, 
Jackson (209) 267-2226

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Goin Postal - 11310 Prospect Dr # 10, 
Jackson (209) 223-3456

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Jackson Ace Hardware - 520 Sutter Street, 
Hwy 49, Jackson (209) 223-3367

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

11 chances to win a swingle 
meat co. turkey for thanksgiving! 

Fill out 11 coupons with your name & phone 
number and deposit them in the LEDGER DISPATCH 

boxes at each participating location. 
**One coupon per customer, per location**

11 Winners will 
be drawn on 

november 16th
at 12pm

NAME: _______________________

PHONE #: _____________________

Plymouth Ace Hardware - 17705 CA-49, 
Plymouth (209) 245-4911

The Ledger Dispatch coupon. Limit one coupon, per 
location, per household. Limit one winner per household. 

TURKEYGiveaway

G83

Playoff s
From Page D6

LEDGER/Jack Mitchell

Amador coach Bill Baker and the Buff aloes will be back on the road Friday night for a second round playoff  
showdown at Hilmar High School. Use the free Ledger Dispatch app on this photo to view the complete CIF 
Sac-Joaquin Section Division VI playoff  bracket.


