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Haley Chaboya and Blake Wilson 
have a lot in common. Both are seniors 

at Calaveras High School. 
Both play first base. And 
both will continue their 
athletic careers after grad-
uating in June. Chaboya 
will attend and play soft-

ball at George Fox University and 
Wilson will play baseball at Simpson 
College. 

But perhaps the biggest thing that 
Chaboya and Wilson have in common 

is their dedication to their sport during 
their senior season, which made them 
ready to play at the next level. 

On the Oregon Trail
When Chaboya, 18, stepped on the 

George Fox University campus, located 
in Newberg, Oregon, she immediately 
felt a sense of familiarity. With enroll-
ment floating around 4,000 students, 
George Fox doesn’t have the large col-
lege feel, which reminded Chaboya of 
her high school days at Calaveras.

“I felt right at home when I stepped 
on campus,” Chaboya said. “It feels a 
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STOCKTON – Six Bret 
Harte female athletes com-
bined to compete in 11 dif-
ferent events during the CIF 
Sac-Joaquin Section 
Division IV/V track 
and field finals 
Thursday, May 17 at 
Cesar Chavez High 
School. Katie Juarez, 
Jenna Fairman, Kaela 
Dishion, McKenzie Blair, Kat 
Flood and Ellie Tafjen together 
scored 90.5 points, which was 
19.5 higher than the second 
place team, to capture Bret 
Harte’s second consecutive 
section championship.

For the second year in a 
row, the blue D5 girls’ track 
and field championship banner 
will make its way to its new 
home in Angels Camp. The 
win is Bret Harte’s seventh 
section title.

“I’m so very proud, I real-
ly can’t put it into words,” 

said Bret Harte head coach 
Jon Byrnes. “These girls have 
never questioned things; they 
just go out and work hard. 
They do everything I ask, 
never complain and are just a 
joy to be with.” 

The Bullfrogs were 
able to bring home the 
section title because 
they had three first place 
finishes, five second 
place finishes and two 
third place finishes. 

Bret Harte started its first 
track event with a bang. The 
4x100 relay team of Fairman, 
Blair, Flood and Juarez fin-
ished first with a time of 48.74. 
Dixon, whose team crossed 
the finish line second, finished 
in 50.02. Thursday was the 
fifth meet in a row where Bret 
Harte’s relay team set a new 
personal record. 

For Byrnes, seeing his relay 
team continue to improve is 
something he’s witnessed first-
hand all year long.

“These girls never cease to 

amaze,” Byrnes said. “They 
beat their own relay five weeks 
in a row. That’s crazy. It’s been 
a roller coaster ride.”

Blair, the youngest of the 
group, can feel with each race 
the team grows closer as a unit.

“At this point in the season, 
we’ve really meshed together 
and it’s great to see how we’ve 
progressed,” the sophomore 
said.

Juarez picked up another 

first place finish, this time in 
the long jump. With all the 
chips down, Juarez soared 
18-feet to clinch another gold 
medal. She jumped nearly 11 
inches further than the second 
place finisher. Blair took third 
place with a jump of 16-feet, 
3.5-inches.

“I haven’t jumped 18-feet 
since we had a league meet at 
Bret Harte,” Juarez said. “So, 
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 STOCKTON – Kacie 
Cosgrove stood by herself 
down the left field line and 
tried to wipe the flowing tears 

off her cheek. 
The more she 
tried to stop cry-
ing, the harder it 
was. The young 
Calaveras sopho-
more just pitched 

the game of her life in perhaps 
the biggest pressure situation 
of her career.

 With a shot of playing for 
a section championship on the 
line, Cosgrove pitched 6 2/3 
innings of solid relief. With 
the tying runner on first base 
with two outs in the bottom 
of the seventh, Cosgrove 
threw another perfect pitch 
that resulted in a line drive to 
second baseman MacKenna 
Steele for the final out of the 

game.
 No. 1 Calaveras defeated 

No. 4 Rosemont 7-6 Monday, 
May 21 in the semifinals of 

the CIF Sac-Joaquin Section 
Division IV softball champi-
onships and when the final out 
was made, Cosgrove could not 
hold back her emotions.

 “I was just so happy,” said 
Cosgrove. “I was so nervous 
and felt like I couldn’t breathe 
for the longest time. When she 
caught it, it was all over and it 
was great.”

 In order for Calaveras to 
reach the section champion-
ship game, it needed to win 
two games Monday. First, it 
defeated No. 6 Kimball 10-3 
and then turned around and 
knocked off Rosemont 7-6. 
Now, Calaveras gets its oppor-
tunity to win a section title. But 
that won’t be easy as Calaveras 
will face No. 2 Sierra, the same 
team that defeated Calaveras 
in the section championship 
game in 2017.

 But after the final out 
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Kat Flood
Bret Harte Track 

Kat Flood showed why 
she deserves to be a section 
champion while competing at 
the CIF Sac-Joaquin Section 
Division IV/V track and field 
finals Thursday, May 17 in 
Stockton. The Bret Harte 
junior finished with two first 
place finishes, one second 
place finish and one third. She 
also helped Bret Harte’s girls’ 
team capture its second sec-
tion championship in a row.

“I came with the goal of 
getting a section champion-
ship title and I got that,” Flood 
said.

One of Flood’s first place 
finishes came in the 4x100 
relay. Flood, along with 
teammates Jenna Fairman, 
McKenzie Blair and Katie 
Juarez, finished in 48.74.

“Our relay team has been 
doing really well,” Flood said. 
“We continue to set new per-
sonal records and I figured 
that would carry through this 
week.”

Flood also took first in the 
300-meter hurdles, with her 
time of 46.77. Flood finished 
second in the triple jump, 
measuring 35-feet, 3-inches 
and she later finished third in 
the 100-meter dash, crossing 
the finish line in 12.66.  

– Guy Dossi

Get to know  
Kat Flood:

Age: 17
Hometown: 
Copperopolis
Favorite food: Noodles
What cheers you up? 
“My cat. She’s a really 
nice and fat cat. When 
she lies down her stom-
ach jiggles and that 
cheers me up.” 
Biggest pet peeve: 
“When people say, ‘Oh, I 
totally gave up at the end 
of the race,’ when you 
know they didn’t.”
Are you superstitious? 
“I have Thai prayer 
bracelets and the monks 
have blessed them, so 
I have them wrapped 
around my wrists and 
before each race, I say 
the Thai prayer so I won’t 
fall.”
Which Disney charac-
ter would you be? “I 
feel like Kung-Fu Panda 
because he has the most 
fun.”
Which teammate would 
you road trip with? 
“McKenzie Blair, because 
we do all the same 
events and we’ve gotten 
pretty close this year. 
We’ve bonded over the 
fact that half of our relay 
team will be gone next 
year.”
Favorite holiday: 
“Christmas. I cook the full 
Christmas dinner for my 
family and it’s an excuse 
to have them buy me all 
the ingredients.”
Hidden talents: “I can 
paint.”
Favorite event: “The 
300 hurdles. It’s a really 
hard event and really 
technique oriented. I’m 
not very technique ori-
ented, so it challenges 
me more than any of my 
other events.”
Favorite thing about 
running track: “It’s as 
much of an individual 
sport as it is a team 
sport. You can try it on 
your own, but when it 
comes down to it, it’s a 
team thing.”

CALAVERAS TRACK

Enterprise photo by Guy Dossi 

Calaveras senior Allura Bilderback 
celebrates breaking the school 
record in the 100-meter hurdles with 
her boyfriend Jack Camara.

Bilderback 
breaks school 
hurdle record

CALAVERAS SOFTBALL

Calaveras returns to section championship

Enterprise photo by Guy Dossi 

Calaveras sophomore pitcher Jodi McNair throws against 
Rosemont on May 21 in Stockton.

see Softball, B3

BRET HARTE TRACK AND FIELD

Second to none 

Lady Bullfrogs win second consecutive D5 title
Enterprise photos by Guy Dossi 

Bret Harte’s Katie Juarez leads the pack during the 4x100 relay at the CIF Sac-Joaquin Section Division IV/V track and 
field finals meet in Stockton. The Bret Harte section championship girls’ team is, below, Ellie Tafjen, left, Juarez, Kat 
Flood, McKenzie Blair and Kaela Dishion. The section title win is the second in a row for the Bret Harte girls’ squad. 

see Champions, B3

CALAVERAS SOFTBALL AND BASEBALL

Chaboya and Wilson ready to play college ball

Enterprise photo by Guy Dossi 

Haley Chaboya and Blake Wilson will 
continue their athletic careers in college. see College, B2
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STOCKTON – 15.90 seconds. That’s 
the number Allura Bilderback has been 
obsessing over for the majority of her 
high school career.

15.90 seconds. That’s the Calaveras 
track and field school record in the 
100-meter hurdles, which was set in 
1985 by Larelle Meyers. With each race, 
Bilderback looked at her finishing time 
and could never reach 15.90 seconds. 
With each race, the chances of her break-
ing that school record became slimmer 
and slimmer. 

And yet, Bilderback never 
stopped thinking about 15.90 
seconds. 

With a section champion-
ship and a trip to the mas-
ters meet on the line, the 

Calaveras senior had possibly only one 
more chance to eclipse 15.90 seconds. 

On Thursday, May 17, Bilderback 
took her place in lane No. 4 as she pre-
pared for the 100-meter hurdles. She was 
flanked by two Sonora Wildcats, with 
Sarah Rosasco to her left and Audrey 
Simmons to her right. But Bilderback 
stayed focused and only thought of one 
thing before the gun sounded – 15.90 
seconds.   

“I had a really good day with good 
vibes, so I was ready to go into that race 
and just kill it,” Bilderback said. 

With her hands resting on the Cesar 
Chavez High School track and her feet 
in the starting blocks, Bilderback knew 
if she was going to do something special, 
that moment was upon her. 

And then, the gun sounded.
Bilderback exploded out of her stance 

and cleared the first hurdle with ease. 
Only nine more to go. 

15.90 seconds.
As she cleared the second and third 

hurdle, she looked through her black 
rimmed glasses and focused on the 
finish line. With each cleared hurdle, 
Bilderback came one step closer to 
reaching her goal.

15.90 seconds.
As she leaped over the 10th and 

final hurdle, nothing stood between her 
and the finish line. Bilderback leaned 
forward, trying to shave even a point 
of a second off her time as she finished 
before the other seven runners. 

She put her hands on her head 
and took a deep breath. But all that 
Bilderback could think of was 15.90 
seconds. She looked up and didn’t see a 
final time. However, she saw her long-
time boyfriend, Jack Camara, running 
toward her while jumping up and down 
with excitement. His expression told her 
all that she needed to know.

15.79 seconds. She finally did it.
“It couldn’t have happened to a better 

kid,” said Calaveras head coach Doug 
Avrit. “That was huge. She’s wanted it 
really bad and maybe that’s part of it. 
She’s a kid who has worked for it and 
she’s a great teammate. To see her get 
that, I’m just really happy for her.”

Bilderback jumped into Camara’s 
arms and the two embraced near the fin-
ish line. After years of training and think-
ing about one number, Bilderback has 
now set a number that a future Calaveras 
track star will be obsessing over. 

15.79 seconds.
“I was staying humble throughout the 

whole experience because I didn’t want 
to psych myself out at all,” Bilderback 
said. “I just wanted to do my best, run 
my race, stay in my lane and hope for the 
best. It feels so good to show my team 
that hard work and dedication can really 
get you somewhere. You just have to set 
goals for yourself and keep at it.”


