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WELL-GROUNDED PERSON—Joaquin Sandoval is a senior cornerback for Moorpark High’s football 
team. The Musketeer’s philosophy is to “treat everyone around you with the utmost respect.”

Sand storm
FOOTBALL /// Moorpark Musketeers

 Shutdown 
cornerback is a 
third-year varsity 
starter for Moorpark

SLEDGEHAMMER—Moorpark’s 
Joaquin Sandoval has 36 tackles, 
eight pass deflections and one 
interception so far this season.

Get to know 
the Musketeer
     Joaquin Sandoval, 18, 
is a Moorpark High senior 
who starts at cornerback 
and returns kicks and punts 
for the football team. The 
honors student, who wants 
to study environmental 
science in college, has 
36 tackles, eight pass 
deflections and one 
interception this season.

FAVORITES
• Movie: “Life of Pi”
• TV show: “Naruto”
• Book: “With the Old Breed” 
by Eugene Sledge
• Musician: Bob Marley
• Athlete: Marshawn Lynch
• Dream destination: 
Indonesia
• App: Google Translate 

RICHARD GILLARD/Acorn Newspapers
HIGH COURT—Halle Perkins, a senior outside hitter, and the 
Moorpark High girls’ volleyball team earned a share of the 
Coastal Canyon League championship with Oak Park this fall. 
The Musketeers, who are expected to open the CIF-Southern 
Section Division 4 playoffs Oct. 18, are 19-5 overall, 8-2 in league.

Moorpark girls’ volleyball 
team seizes league title

Eliav 
Appelbaum

@EliavAppelbaum
on Twitter

 The Argentine poet Antonio 
Porchia wrote, “One lives in the 
hope of becoming a memory.”
 Joaquin Sandoval, a Moorpark 
High senior, makes the most of 
every moment, living the life he 
ought to be living. 
 When he’s done playing foot-
ball for the Musketeers, when he 
turns the ignition of his Toyota 
Tacoma pickup truck—he’ll start 
working again after the season to 
earn money to buy the truck—and 
journeys into the wilderness, he 
will be remembered for being 
kind to others.
 “He’s super likable and super 
friendly,” said Noah Cronquist, a 
Moorpark senior wide receiver. 
“No one ever has anything negative 
to say. It’s always positive. He’s a 
great guy, he’s a great teammate.”
 “He’s a really genuine guy,” 
said Travis Gelinas, a senior 
linebacker. “He’s super friendly, 
and he’s a great person overall.”
 Sandoval, 18, should also be 
remembered for what he’s done 
on the football field.
 A three-year varsity starter at 
cornerback, the Musketeer has 
covered the best receivers in South-
ern California, including Darnay 
Holmes (now at UCLA), Daniel 
Moraga (Fresno State), Andre Hunt 
(Nebraska), Mycah Pittman (Or-
egon commit) and Johnny Wilson 
(Division I prospect).
 He’s played in league and 
section championship games, and 
he’s endured blowout losses. He’s 
snagged clutch interceptions and 
had two punt return touchdowns 
called back on penalties in 2017. 
He’s also given up big plays. 
 “It’s 100 percent short-term 
memory,” Sandoval said before a 

practice earlier this week. “As a 
cornerback, if you get beat and let 
it affect you, you’re done. You have 
to shut it all out and forget about it.”
 Sandoval doesn’t mind roam-
ing the island.
 “You can really affect the 
outcome of a game in one play 
or two plays,” he said.
 He and the Musketeers (5-2 
overall) will need to make several 
big plays when Camarillo (7-0), 
ranked No. 2 in the Acorn Power 
Poll, visits at 7 tonight at MHS.
 Undersized for the position at 
5-foot-9 and 170 pounds, Sando-
val relies on physicality and grit 
to frustrate receivers and get in 
quarterbacks’ heads. 
 “Size doesn’t matter,” said 
Gelinas, a Masters qualifier and 
league champion wrestler. “Who-
ever it is, he’ll hit them as hard as 
he can.”
 Cronquist agreed with his 
teammate.
 “He’s for sure the most physi-
cal guy I’ve faced all year, and I 
face him every day,” the receiver 
said of Sandoval. “A lot of people 
say corners are soft. He’s not soft.”
 Ryan Huisenga, Moorpark’s 

head coach, couldn’t understand 
how or why Higley of Arizona 
kept throwing to Sandoval’s side 
of the field in the Musketeers’ 
35-7 win on Sept. 8.
 “They kept throwing at him,” 
an incredulous Huisenga said. “It 
seemed like every third down they 
threw at him. They did not convert 
a whole lot against him. He shut 
that side of the field down.”
 Cronquist said he was espe-
cially impressed with Sandoval 
in Moorpark’s 35-34 win against 
Notre Dame. Cronquist caught 
the game-tying 30-yard touch-
down from quarterback Blake 
Sturgill late in the fourth quarter 
while Sandoval plucked the 
game-sealing interception from 
the cosmos moments later.
 “I was giving him credit for the 
win and he was trying to credit me 
for the win,” Cronquist said. “He 
should be getting an offer soon.”
 Sandoval, an honors student 
with a 4.083 GPA, said he’s con-
sidering playing football at aca-
demic powerhouses on the East 
Coast, including the Ivy League, 
and the University of San Diego.
 “I have no idea yet,” he said. 
“I’m still waiting.”
 No matter where he goes, he 
wants to major in environmental 
science and study marine biol-
ogy. He loves nature—he enjoys 
scuba diving, spear fishing, 
camping and hiking. No wonder 
his dream job is to become a 
marine biologist.
 Sandoval started playing foot-
ball at age 9 with the Thousand 
Oaks Titans. He remembers his 
first practice well.
 “I was puking my guts out 
because I was out of shape,” he 
said.
 How did the second practice 
go?
 “Oh, yeah, I’m pretty sure I 
puked the next day,” he said with 
a smile.
 Staying in shape isn’t a prob-
lem anymore. His approach to the 
game is both workmanlike and 
poetic.
 “You work hard every day of 
the week so you come in prepared 
on game day,” he said. “Go in 
cool, calm, collected, get the job 
done and get out of there.”
 The son of Tina and Alejandro, 

Sandoval has two siblings: His 
older brother, Dante, played foot-
ball and baseball at Moorpark; his 

1. Oaks Christian (7-0)
2. Camarillo (7-0) 
3. Calabasas (6-1) 
4. Grace Brethren (6-2)
5. Westlake (6-2)
6. Moorpark (5-2)
7. Simi Valley (5-2)
8. Newbury Park (3-4)
9. Rio Mesa (4-3)
10. Oak Park (3-4)
Comments: No movement in 
the Acorn’s High School Football 
Power Poll. Moorpark lost to Grace 
Brethren 37-9 last week. The 
Musketeers play at 7 tonight at 
home against Camarillo.

—Eliav Appelbaum

The Acorn
Power Poll

‘He’s a really 
genuine guy. He’s 
super friendly, and 
he’s a great person 

overall.’ 
— Travis Gelinas

Moorpark High senior,
on Joaquin Sandoval

sister, Amelie, is an eighth-grade 
gymnast. His cousins Christian 
Teixeira and Jr. Sandoval starred 
on the gridiron for the Muske-
teers. His uncle, Gerry Sandoval, 
is a longtime MHS baseball as-
sistant coach.
 Joaquin Sandoval is a star 
football player. He’s a better per-
son.
 “Treat everyone around you 
with the utmost respect,” he 
said. “Being a good person to 
the people around you is really 
important.”
 Email sports editor Eliav Ap-
pelbaum at eliav@theacorn.com.




