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SOFTBALL /// Moorpark Musketeers

THE FIFTH ELEMENT—Moorpark’s Vanessa Jacquez hits the ball against Oak Park on April 26 at home.

Photos by MICHAEL COONS/Acorn Newspapers

INSPIRATIONAL—Vanessa Jacquez, a Moorpark High senior softball standout who patrols third base, signed a scholarship with Cal State Monterey Bay.

She will never walk alone
 Vanessa Jacquez 
keeps promise to 
her father, three 
years after his death
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 Vanessa Jacquez stands alone 
at the plate.
 She blocks out all distractions. 
 Players cheer and chant in 
the dugouts. Fans chatter from 
the cheap seats. Birds twirl from 
branch to branch, singing songs 
of a slow century. An Amtrak 
Pacific Surfliner train whistles 
along the foothills of the Topa-
topa Mountains. 
 None of it matters. Not right 
now.
 “It’s just me and that pitcher,” 
Vanessa said.
 The Moorpark High senior, 
who starts at third base for the soft-
ball team, allows the first throw to 
pass for a ball. She obliterates the 
next pitch to the center field fence 
for a double. On the first pitch of 
her second at bat, Vanessa ham-
mers a single in the third inning.
 There is no such thing as per-
fection in softball, but the Mus-
keteer finishes her prep career on 

senior day with a flourish. Yes, it’s 
satisfying, but like any competitor, 
she wants more.
 “OK, I got a double. Next, I’m 
going to shoot for a triple, but I just 
want to hit the ball hard,” she said. 
“That was my goal today—just 
keep getting better. I think I’m 
going to live with that for a while.”
 She pauses to clarify.
 “Actually, forever,” she said.

• • •
 Vanessa, one of the best play-
ers in Ventura County, learned the 
game from her father.
 “He’s someone I want to grow 
up to be like,” the 17-year-old said.
 Rudy Jacquez coached his 
only child in softball, soccer and 
volleyball. 
 A Thousand Oaks High grad-
uate who wrestled and played 
football and baseball, Rudy spent 
11 years coaching Vanessa’s 
softball squads.
 Dad and daughter did almost 
everything together. 
 “It was kind of like they were 
best friends,” said Monica Jac-
quez, Vanessa’s mother. 
 They attended Los Angeles 
Dodgers games at Chavez Ravine. 
They watched Pittsburgh Steel-
ers football clashes on TV. They 
traveled to softball tournaments 
around the country, sharing ad-
ventures in New Jersey, Florida, 
Nevada and Colorado. Rudy loved 
Colorado; he told his daughter that 
one day he’d like to move there.
 Rudy surprised Vanessa by tak-

ing the family out to a Kiss concert 
when the youngster was in middle 
school.
 “Dad, why is everyone wear-
ing makeup from Kiss?” Vanessa 
asked, peering out the car window 
from the backseat.
 “Oh, this is L.A. People just do 
that,” Rudy said.
 They were incredibly close. 
 But Rudy couldn’t walk along-
side Vanessa on her senior day.
 Rudy  Jacquez  d i ed  on 

Aug. 13, 2015, three days after 
suffering a brain aneurysm. 
 He was 49. Vanessa was 15, 
about to start her sophomore year 
at a new school. She attended La 
Reina as a freshman.
 “I didn’t go to school for a 
month. I wanted to quit softball. 
I did for a while, for two or three 
months. I stopped going to church. 
I just wanted to keep to myself,” 
Vanessa said. “My mom and 
people kept telling me, this is what 

your dad would want. He would 
want you to continue to play, work 
hard and play at the next level.
 “So I went back out there, and 
I played.”

• • •
 Rudy is close to Vanessa’s 
heart.
 She wears a necklace with his 
thumbprint in the charm. She dons 
No. 5, his jersey number.
 Vanessa signed her scholar-
ship to play softball at Cal State 


