
Belvedere 5 | Belvedere 11 | Environment 16 | Youth 16 | Police Logs 23 |  Classifi eds 31 Weekend Weather | H  Friday 75° 57° | B  Saturday 78° 59° | B Sunday 74° 57°

June 20, 2018 | $1.50
TIBURON • BELVEDERE • STRAWBERRY
Named among the nation’s 
best small weekly newspapers
2014-2018 General Excellence fi nalists, National Newspaper Association

Volume 46, Issue 25 | thearknewspaper.com

Missy Zech | 415.722.8521
missy.zech@sir.com

Lic.# 01378178

Stacy Achuck | 415.233.2009
stacy.achuck@sir.com
Lic.# 01921671

View Property!
535 Comstock Drive, Tiburon

5 bedrooms, level yard, views!
$2,995,000

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

The town of Tiburon wants 
to join a lawsuit seeking to stop 

a 43-lot subdivision develop-
ment planned for the Tiburon 
Ridge, arguing it would become 
responsible for ripple eff ects of 
development ranging from traf-

fi c impacts to fi re and landslide 
dangers.

Local grassroots group Tiburon 
Open Space fi led the original law-
suit against the county of Marin 

last November seeking to invali-
date the environmental impact 
report for the so-called Easton 
Point subdivision on the 110-acre 
Martha Co. property. The Marin 
Board of Supervisors certifi ed 
the impact report and approved 
a master plan for the property in 
October 2017. 

“The town has a pressing stake 
in the outcome of this case,” Town 
Attorney Ben Stock said in the 
written arguments in the plead-
ing, fi led with Marin Municipal 
Court June 7 to join Tiburon Open 
Space’s suit. “Successful defense 
of the (environmental impact re-
port) would pave the way for ill-
considered development of raw 
land bordering the town, and such 
development in a landslide-prone, 
fi re-prone area could be problem-
atic to the town.

By MATTHEW HOSE
mhose@thearknewspaper.com
———

A San Anselmo man headed 
home from San Francisco was 
arrested for alleged drunken driv-
ing last week after police say he 
crashed into the decorative 2,800-
pound metal anchor in Tiburon’s 
downtown traffi  c circle, knocking 
the anchor about 10 feet out of 
place but leaving it undamaged. 

Joseph Hart, 59, was arrested 
and booked into Marin County Jail 
on suspicion of driving under the 
infl uence of alcohol early June 10. 
Hart bailed out of jail before The 
Ark’s press deadline, but bail in-
formation was not available. The 

By JEFF DEMPSEY
jdempsey@thearknewspaper.com
———

When 10-year-old Galle Lipshitz tested 
for his taekwondo black belt June 12 at the 
Belvedere Community Center, there were 
some familiar faces scoring his perfor-
mance: His brothers Baraq, 14, and Sa’ar, 
12, were on the judging committee. 

Galle says having his brothers judge 

him didn’t add to his nerves.
“I think it was actually the opposite,” he 

 says. “Because when I looked at them they 
were smiling at me.”

Galle passed the test, earning his black 
belt from Alex Miller’s Black Belt ATA 
Academy and joining the ranks of his 
brothers, who also hold black belts — de-

Town looks to join suit challenging 
home development on Tiburon Ridge 

———
See DEVELOP, PAGE 24

Anchors aweigh: 
Driver arrested 
after smashing into 
decorative anchor

———
See ANCHOR, PAGE 25

High-school bound

ELLIOT KARLAN / FOR THE ARK

Motorized cable cars loaded with Del Mar Middle School’s eighth-grade graduates roll into downtown Tiburon during 
the annual graduation parade on June 13. The trolleys made two loops around Tiburon Boulevard and Main Street as 
families cheered them on from the sidewalks. For more photos and a list of high-school graduations and middle-school  
promotions, see page 20.

ELLIOT KARLAN / FOR THE ARK

From left, Lipshitz brothers Galle, 10, Baraq, 14, and Sa’ar, 
12, of Tiburon each have a varying degree black belt in tae-
kwondo.

Taekwondo a family affair 
for brothers with black belts

———
See BROTHERS, PAGE 22

By DEIRDRE McCROHAN
dmccrohan@thearknewspaper.com
———

Skip Smith of Tiburon will get 
to keep his beehives — and friends 
and neighbors will continue to get 
their share of the 40 pounds of 
honey he gives away each season.

After a contentious two-hour 
public hearing June 13, the Tiburon 
Planning Commission unanimous-
ly approved a retroactive permit 
for the hives, which Smith set up in 
2010 without getting the required 
pe rmit. He was forced to obtain 
one after an unhappy neighbor re-
ported him.

The proposal off ered the town 
the fi rst opportunity to consider 
a beekeeping permit since the 
Tiburon Town Council adopted 
zoning rules in 2012 allowing 
chicken- and beekeeping in resi-
dential areas. Before that, beekeep-
ing was not allowed, while keeping 
chickens required the permission 

Tiburon: 
Beekeeper 
can keep 
his hives
Neighbor’s complaint 
forced him to legalize 
hobby, face hearing

———
See BEES, PAGE 26
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noting an advanced skill range in the mar-
tial art — from the same academy. 

Each of the siblings began training at 
age 4 — but the root of their success charts 
back two generations to their grandmother, 
Judith Inslicht, who was a member of the Is-
raeli Air Force as a young adult. The lessons 
she learned in the military — discipline, 
perseverance, confi dence — were invaluable 
to her, so when her daughter, Sabra Inslicht, 
was old enough, she enrolled her in karate 
classes. 

“Sabra did well in karate, and I thought 
her boys could do even better,” she says. 

Sabra is quick to give her mother credit 
for her sons’ success. Judith drove them each 
to practice twice a week for a decade.

“Their grandmother was the reason they 
started in the fi rst place, and the reason 
they’ve been able to come all these years,” 
she says.

When Baraq received his fi rst of three 
black belts and again when Galle received 
his, Judith Inslicht was recognized with an 
honorary black belt. For Galle’s black belt 
she also received a trophy, the fi rst, she says, 
she had ever received in her life.

“I don’t know if I’m a black belt,” she says. 
“But if one of the students does something 
incorrectly, I know it.”

Taekwondo is a Korean martial art that fo-
cuses on strikes with an emphasis on kicks, 
while belts denote skill level ranging from 

white for beginners all the way up to nine 
degrees of black belt. The sport also often 
includes weapons training using a padded 
stick called a bahng mahng ee.

Baraq says he remembers going to prac-
tice even at a very young age and “doing a 
lot of kicks.”

“And a lot of pushups, too,” he says.
The brothers agreed: Sparring is their fa-

vorite part.
“You get to put what you’ve learned to use 

and you get to see what you’ve really learned 
over the course of the class,” Baraq says. 

Sa’ar says he fi nds sparring to be a useful 
outlet.

“Sometimes it’s a way to let your anger 
out,” he says. 

One thing the brothers don’t do is use 
what they’ve learned on each other. Their 
relationship is more supportive than com-
petitive.

“We try to spar with each other when we 
can,” Baraq says. “And it’s always nice to 
come into class and see how your brothers 
are doing.”

As the youngest, Galle says he has ben-
efi ted the most.

“They really help me with all the forms,” 
he says. “They tell me when I need to do 
stronger moves or faster punches or have 
better technique.”

Their father, Yaron Lipshitz, says he and 

his wife enrolled their sons in taekwondo to 
teach them discipline and give them an ath-
letic outlet. But, he says, the sport has done 
a lot more for the boys.

“It teaches life lessons,” he says. “It has re-
ally matured them.”

Lipshitz says watching Galle receive his 
black belt was just as special as when Baraq 
and Sa’ar received theirs.

“It’s not a small achievement,” he says. 
“Even just having one black belt. So having 
three sons with black belts makes me very 
proud.”

Miller says only about one in 1,000 mar-
tial artists ever reach the level of black belt.

“To have three in the same family is phe-
nomenal,” he says. “Now if we can just get 
their (2½-year-old) sister signed up.” 

Jeff  Dempsey is The Ark’s production editor 
and the youth and sports reporter. Reach 
him at 415-944-4561.
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By JEFF DEMPSEY
jdempsey@thearknewspaper.com
———

Mika Amir has always been an ath-
l ete. The 11-year-old has been active 
from a young age, participating in team 
sports like soccer and basketball. 

When Mika was in the fi rst grade, 
her dad, Daniel, wanted to fi nd her an 
individual sport. He thought taekwondo 
could be a good fi t — and he was right. 

“She immediately fell in love with the 
sport,” he says.

Mika received her fi rst-degree black 
belt from Alex Miller’s Black Belt ATA 
Academy on June 12 at the Belvedere 
Community Center. Miller says he 
thinks Mika could be the youngest fe-
male black belt in Marin County, based 
on his knowledge of the county’s other 

taekwondo programs.
Mika, who lives in Tiburon and is 

headed to Del Mar Middle School as a 
seventh-grader in the fall, says she loves 
the challenge taekwondo presents.

“I love the intensity and hard work 
that has to be put in this sport,” she 
says. “I also like that I always get a 
workout when I go to class.”

In taekwondo, ranks are typically 
divided between junior and senior sec-
tions known as color belts and black 
belts. Black-belt ranks range from fi rst-
degree, the lowest rank, to ninth-degree, 
the highest.

Miller, who has taught Mika since 
2012, says she earned the distinction. 

“That black belt isn’t a gift in any way, 
shape or form. She had to work hard for 
it,” he says. “I’d put her up against any 
black belt in the area.”

Miller says Mika is a testament to 
perseverance and called her a model 
student.

“She’s shown every courtesy, I’ve 
never had to discipline her, she has a 
great sense of humor and she’s a helper,” 
he says. “She comes early to help set up. 
What kid does that?”

Mika says taekwondo has not only 
taught her how to protect herself but has 
also made her more confi dent. When she 
completed testing and Miller approached 
her with her new black belt, Mika says 
she found herself thinking of all the hard 
work she had put in to training.

“I sort of had a fl ashback of all the 
times I walked in that room,” she says. 
“I was just super proud.”

Dad Daniel says he felt a tremendous 
amount of pride, as well.

“She has worked very hard over the 
years to reach this level of mastery of 
the sport,” he says. 

Jeff  Dempsey is The Ark’s production 
editor and the youth and sports report-
er. Reach him at 415-944-4561.

11-year-old Tiburon girl earns fi rst-degree black belt

DANIEL AMIR

Mika Amir, 11, stands with instructor Alex Miller after receiving her 
black belt in taekwondo. Miller said he believes Mika is now the 
youngest female black belt in Marin County.

May be Marin’s youngest 
female to achieve rank

Brothers, continued from page 1
———

ELLIOT KARLAN / FOR THE ARK

From left, brothers Galle, Baraq and Sa’ar Lip-
shitz of Tiburon — each a varying degree black 
belt in taekwondo — joke with grandmother Ju-
dith Inslicht, who drove each of the boys to prac-
tice twice a week for a decade. She received her 
own honorary black belt and a trophy for her role 
in the boys’ success.

‘
They really help me 
with all the forms. 
They tell me when I 

need to do stronger moves 
or faster punches or have 
better technique.”

— Galle Lipshitz, 10, who just earned his black 
belt in taekwondo, speaking about his two older 

brothers, who also hold black belts


