
Mercury rising
■ ‘Bohemian Rhapsody’ traces the highs 
and lows of glam-rockers Queen and its 
‘mercury-al’ frontman Freddie Mercury. 
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A&E: Napa Film Fest
Event offers glimpse at fall’s finest. B1

Sonoma Dish: Winter squash
You’ll go butter-nuts, Sonoma. B5

Business: Grill 4 Sale
Anyone want a shabby-chic diner?.B8
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REPORTED CONDITIONS
Date High Low  Rainfall
Tues., 11/6 78 37  0 in.
Wed., 11/7 80 47  0 in.
Thur., 11/8 74 41  0 in.

WEATHERINSIDE
sonomanews.com

 74°/33° 74°/40° 76°/36° 75°/39°

FORECAST
 Friday Saturday Sunday Monday

RAINFALL HISTORY
Year-to-date: 1.71 in.
Last-year-to-date: 0 in.
End of ‘rainfall year,’ calculated 
from October to September. New 
rainfall year starts Oct. 1

In a move that could carry 
repercussions for a tentatively 
approved housing proposal at 
899 Broadway, the Sonoma City 
Council on Monday delayed 
a final vote on the project in 
order to await a state ruling 
on whether Councilmember 
Amy Harrington would have 
to recuse herself  from the final 
decision.

The delay drew swift rebukes 
from the project developers who 
later in the week threatened 
legal action against the city if  
the project isn’t approved.

What’s been dubbed the 

Election: Hundley, Harvey and 
Agrimonti win council race

Tuesday’s election brought an 
array of  changes to Sonoma that, 
among other things, will likely 
bring the city more revenue and 
possibly galvanize a City Council 
that has been criticized for inaction.

A new City Councilmember, 
Logan Harvey, and an increase in 

a hotel tax levied on tourists could 
add up to some big changes. Other 
local campaigns and measures, 
including new board members for 
the healthcare and water districts, 
were decided Nov. 6 as well.

Incumbent Councilmember 
Rachel Hundley ran as a slate with 
Harvey, and Hundley included 
affordable housing in her platform. 

Hundley captured 23 percent of  the 
vote and Harvey came in second 
with 16 percent. Right behind 
Harvey was current Mayor Mado-
lyn Agrimonti with 15 percent of  
the vote, with all eight precincts 
reporting.

“We will absolutely get an afford-

By JANIS MARA
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

Incumbents retain two of three city council seats; Harvey tops field of challengers

Final vote 
on Gateway 
Project  
delayed
Harrington office move 
defers vote; developer 
threatens legal action
By JASON WALSH
INDEX-TRIBUNE EDITOR

See Council, A2

See Election, A2
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First-time candidate Logan Harvey captured one of three city 
council seats. He displayed his pleasure at early results at an 
election night gathering at Murphy’s Irish Pub in Sonoma. 

The House of  Happy Walls 
at Jack London State Historic 
Park reopens this weekend 
and the revival of  this museum 
would surely make Jack’s wife 
Charmian smile. 

Jack London died in 1916 
at age 40, and two years later 
Charmian built this home on 
the 1400-acre Beauty Ranch 
property where they lived, 
residing there until 1955 when 
she died at age 84. It was al-
ways her dream that the House 
of  Happy Walls honor Jack 
and their lives together.

The 22 new multi-media 
installations now reveal their 
adventures and accomplish-
ments so vividly that one 
leaves feeling like Jack and 
Charmian are friends – very 
inspiring friends indeed.

“In the case of  my death, it is 
my wish that my home ‘House 
With Happy Walls’ is not to 

be lived in by anyone but a 
caretaker. This building and its 
arrangements are peculiarly 
an expression of  myself  and 
its ultimate purpose is that of  
a museum to Jack London and 
myself,” Charmian wrote.

London is most famous as 
the author of  “The Call of  the 
Wild” and 50 additional books. 
He was an internationally 
acclaimed author by the time 
he was 30 and his books are 
often still assigned reading in 

schools today. But he was also 
an adventurer, a photojournal-
ist, and activist and an exper-
imental farmer, rising from a 
poor and difficult childhood 
to be one of  the most popular 
writers of  his time. 

He used what he referred 
to as “dig,” otherwise known 
as hard work, to continually 
achieve throughout his life 
despite setbacks. Although he 
ultimately succeeded, he re-
ceived 650 rejection notices for 

Happy Walls are here again!

By CAROLE KELLEHER
INDEX-TRIBUNE CORRESPONDENT

Renovated museum 
brings the world of Jack 
London back to life in 
Glen Ellen

See Happy, A6
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The House of Happy Walls, built by Jack London’s widow Chairman in 
1918, two years after the author’s death, was meant to be a museum 
as well as Charmian’s home, until her death in 1955. On Nov. 6, workers 
put the finishing touches upon the extensive renovation of the house, 
which will re-open on Saturday, Nov. 10.

C’MON GET HAPPY!
Opening weekend for Jack London 
State Historic Park’s new House of 
Happy Walls museum is Nov. 10 
and 11, opening at 10 a.m. both 
days. Museum is free; parking is 
$10. 
The grand reopening launches 
Saturday at 10 a.m. with a ribbon 
cutting ceremony. The rest of the 
weekend features an array of 
readings, horseback rides, tours, 
wine tastings, lectures, hikes and 
fencing demonstrations. Visit 
jacklondonpark.com.

■■ BALLOONING, SONOMA-STYLE  ■
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Hot-air balloons now take off from the Sonoma SkyPark airfield on Eighth Street East. Sonoma Ballooning Adventures tours lift off in the 
early hours of the morning, so that passengers can enjoy a sunrise over the grapevines of Carneros.  

Sonoma full of hot air

Despite current rhetoric and 
partisan politics, Sonoma artist 
Peter Hassen believes human 
harmony is possible. Last 
week, Hassen’s optimism took 
physical form in a project called 
“Values Beyond Borders” at the 
La Luz Center. 

Funded by a “pop-up creativ-
ity grant” from Creative Sono-
ma, a county artist-support 
program, Hassen’s idea was to 
find common ground between 
disparate cultures – the place 
where shared values bind all 
people together. Culminating 
in “value words” being chalked 
onto pavement in English 
and Spanish, the installation 
underscored the shared ethos 
of  the project’s participants. 
Words like “courage” and “com-
munity” were brainstormed in 
collaborative workshops and, 
once finalized into a list, die-cut 
onto enormous steel plates. 
Hassen and project participants 
arranged the plates around the 

‘Values’ project 
crosses the 
border in  
Sonoma
Chalk exhibit at La Luz 
Center seeks harmony 
in divided times
By KATE WILLIAMS
INDEX-TRIBUNE STAFF WRITER

See Values, A7


