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COMMUNITY

HEALTH

BY RYAN CRONK
KING CITY RUSTLER

KING CITY — Mee Memorial 
Hospital CEO Susan Childers, who 
last month announced her plans 
for retirement beginning March  1, 
recently shared an update on some 
of the projects happening at the King 
City facility as well as its upcoming 
expansion at the Greenfield Clinic.

Childers was the guest speaker 
at King City Chamber of Commerce 
and Agriculture’s monthly lun-
cheon meeting Aug. 2 at The Cork 
and Plough, where she discussed 
the hospital’s future, including her 
impending departure and the transi-
tional plans for interim CEO Mike 
Hutchinson, who started his new 
position last week.

According to Childers, Hutchin-

son has committed to stay for at 
least 18 to 24 months, “which will 
be a really good transition time to 
give the (Mee Memorial Hospital) 
Board of Trustees plenty of time to 
recruit a permanent CEO, but also 
give him some time to accomplish 
some specific targets during that 
time,” she said. 

Mee Memorial Hospital CEO gives update on projects

Ryan Cronk/King City Rustler
(See HOSPITAL, page A10)

Greenfield Clinic expansion to break ground next week

BY RYAN CRONK
KING CITY RUSTLER

KING CITY — Remodeling work 
continues at the former NAPA Auto 
Parts building on the corner of Broad-
way Street and Vanderhurst Avenue, 
which is now being leased by the King 
City Union School District. 

According to Superintendent 
Rory Livingston, the district has been 
leasing a part of the building for the 
past year for some of its administrative 
employees. Once the building’s owner 
finishes the remodeling on the other 
side, however, the rest of the staff will 
move in.

Livingston said the building, which 
includes various meeting rooms and 
offices, will serve as the district’s ad-
ministrative headquarters for the next 
10 to 20 years. He anticipates that the 
construction work will be completed 
by September.

“We’re anticipating the work will 
be finished, hopefully, by Labor Day 
weekend, and we’ll be moving in 
then,” he said.

Remodeling 
continues at 
site of school 
district office

LOCAL

Ryan Cronk/King City Rustler
Karen Jernigan shows a book of pictures taken of an early King City. She and her husband John provided a collection of historic photographs of the 
town for a new exhibit at Sol Treasures. Below, photos of the former King City High School building on Broadway Street circa 1913 are on display.

BY RYAN CRONK
KING CITY RUSTLER

A 
new multimedia exhibit showing King 
City’s past, present and future is currently 
on display at Sol Treasures Gallery and Gift 
Shop, featuring vintage reproductions of 
photos and videos from a bygone era.

The exhibit, which is in conjunction with 
Sol Treasures’ 10th anniversary celebration, 

includes historic images taken from longtime residents John and 
Karen Jernigan’s photo collection, along with a 16 mm film circa 
1949 that gives a glimpse into King City life back then. 

Also on display is a video slideshow, offering a side-by-side 
comparison of the locations in the exhibit with modern-day shots 
photographed by Alex Arce.

New exhibit at Sol Treasures revisits King City’s past

Back to the future

(See EXHIBIT, page A10)

Mee Memorial 
Hospital CEO 
Susan Childers 
discusses 
the hospital’s 
future at King 
City Chamber’s 
meeting Aug. 2.

Ryan Cronk/King City Rustler
Crews continue working on the build-
ing leased by the King City Union 
School District at Broadway Street and 
Vanderhurst Avenue. Once finished, it 
will become the district’s administra-
tive headquarters.
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on Soledad Outreach Facilit 
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See our ad on page A7 

BY RYAN CRONK
KING CITY RUSTLER

Salinas Valley Fair welcomed autumn last week with its second annual 

Fall Carnival at the fairgrounds in King City, featuring carnival 

rides, games and food from Midway of Fun, in addition to a hay 

maze, blacksmith demonstrations, decorating contests, farm-themed 

play areas and local vendors. The four-day family event opened last Thursday, 

Sept. 20, and continued through the weekend, during which a portion of the 

proceeds went toward local schools and nonprofit organizations.

COMMUNITY

Ryan Cronk/King City Rustler

Salinas Valley Fair welcomes autumn with annual carnival

LOCAL

Aera Energy employees, volunteers 
assist with food distribution

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE

KING CITY — It was a record year for local oil 
company Aera Energy’s annual food drive last week, 
with the equivalent of 16,101 pounds of food donated to 
the Food Bank for Monterey County. 

Employees of Aera and partner companies, including 
Kings Oil Tools, Robert Heely Construction and Stur-
geon Services International, made monetary donations 
and filled boxes with a variety of canned goods. 

“Our employees and other oilfield workers are 
always ready to help our communities and we take pride 
in being able to provide support,” said Kathy Miller, 
Aera public affairs coordinator in San Ardo. 

Food drive brings in 16K pounds to county food bank

Contributed Photo
Aera Energy volunteer Heather Williams (left) helps distribute food to residents 

Sept. 12 at the Food Bank for Monterey County distribution location in King City.(See FOOD, page A12)

BY SAMANTHA BENGTSON
KING CITY RUSTLER

SOUTH COUNTY — Salinas Valley Basin 
Groundwater Sustainability Agency is looking at 
two options to impose fees on groundwater users.

The fee options come as the next phase in the 
state’s goal to manage groundwater resources. The 
ultimate goal of the agency is to create sustainable 
management practices considering the next 20 to 
40 years of groundwater.

The agency began with three options for a fee 
schedule to fund its operational costs. 

Groundwater 
agency looking at 
user fee options

SOUTH COUNTY

FALLING INTO FUN

(See WATER, page A12)
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COMMUNITY

Day of the Dead event honors ancestors through art, parade
BY RYAN CRONK

KING CITY RUSTLER

S
ol Treasures and La Cocina partnered 
last Friday to present King City’s first-ever 
Illuminated Procession, a lighted parade 
celebrating the Mexican tradition of Dia 
de los Muertos, the Day of the Dead.

An estimated 500 spectators lined Broadway 
Street to watch the evening parade, while more than 
130 visitors also stopped by the Sol Treasures gallery  
to view the corresponding exhibit, “Honor Our 
Ancestors, Lost But Not Forgotten,” featuring local 
artwork that reflected such symbols of the holiday 
as sugar skulls and altars. A Meet the Artists event 
was held at the gallery prior to the parade, during 
which visitors could talk with the artists and have 
their faces painted for the celebration.

The Illuminated Procession of about 100 participants 
traveled the length of Broadway, beginning at Third 
Street and ending six blocks later at La Cocina — 
the local open-air market outside JV Automobiles 
— for dance, music and a ceremonial burning of 
“mensajes,” messages to the departed.

Sol Treasures and La Cocina put on the multicultural 
event Nov. 2 to honor the community’s ancestors and 
educate local youth about the Mexican holiday.

View more photos on page A12.

CONTRIBUTED ARTICLE

KING CITY — Lockwood 4-H 
member Seralyn Colton recently hosted a 
work day for the Give A Hoot! 4-H Owl 
Nesting Box Project.

The Oct. 16 work day was part of 
a 4-H service learning project that was 
open to all 4-H members in Monterey 
County to participate in and was held at 
the Salinas Valley Fairgrounds in King 
City, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

A total of 20 members and adult vol-
unteers from the Buena Vista, Lockwood, 
King City Rural and King City Blue Rib-
bon 4-H clubs participated. Participants 
ranged in ages from 5 to 16 years old, 
all of whom worked together in teams to 
build the pre-cut nest boxes.

As part of the service learning activ-
ity, Colton contacted various businesses 
to provide start-up donations to purchase 
the needed wood and supplies. She pre-
cut all the wood and provided the tools to 
assemble the boxes at the site.

Youth build 
owl nesting 

boxes for 
community

LOCAL

(See PROJECT, page A12)

Part of 4-H service 
learning project

Contributed Photo
Addie and Marc Silva of King City Rural 

4-H help build an owl nesting box.

Photos by Chris Lopez
Parade participants walk along Broadway Street as part of King City’s first Illuminated Procession on Nov. 2.

STAFF REPORT

SOUTH COUNTY — South County 
voters took to the polls Tuesday to choose 
candidates for city councils, school boards 
and other special district governing bodies 
in the area as well as local measures in 
California’s General Election, the results 
of which were not available until after 
King City Rustler’s press deadline.

Full coverage of the Nov. 6 statewide 
election will appear in the Nov. 14 issue. 
Until then, view the latest election results 
online at www.KingCityRustler.com.

Latest results 
posted online

ELECTION

Bringing the past to light
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