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SAN DIEGO — If you happen 
to be in the heart of downtown San 
Diego in the middle of July, you 
may encounter something out of 
the ordinary.

Crowding the streets in some-
times overwhelming heat, thou-
sands of faithful and die-hard fans 
of comic books, video games, mov-
ies, and TV shows from all over the 
globe make the once-a-year pil-
grimage to the Mecca of pop cul-
ture and entertainment: San Diego 
Comic-Con International.

Taking place at the San Diego 
Convention Center from July 19 
to July 22, this year marked the 
event’s 49th show. The halls were 
jammed packed with excited 
attendees eager to get their hands 
on exclusive merchandise, meet 
some of their favorite celebrities 
in person, or simply show off their 
costumes to fellow aficionados. For 
regulars, it’s routine, but it never 
ceases to lose its luster.

Comic-Con means a lot of things 
to many people and the communi-
ties they represent. For San Diego, 
however, it is a pop culture phe-
nomenon that takes the world by 
storm.

Longtime San Diego resident 
Amanda Carter is well acquainted 
with the atmosphere of lure of 
SDCC. Carter has lived in San 
Diego her whole life and has expe-
rienced six Comic-Cons, including 
this year.

“San Diego Comic-Con is really 
cool. Seeing the types of people that 
come out, seeing what they’re look-
ing for, what they’re wearing, what 
their Comic-Con culture is,” said 
Carter. “You see people coming 
for Marvel, DC, and the big names, 
and then you see the people that are 
into the smaller animes and all the 
costumes you don’t recognize, but 
they’re still really cool.”
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A COMIC-CON ATTENDEE shows off her unique take on Disney Prin-
cess Belle from “Beauty and the Beast” at the 2018 San Diego Comic-Con.   
Photo by Noel Bravo

A 1960S TELEVISION SHOW BATMAN strikes a pose in front of an 
original screen-used Superman costume worn by Christopher Reeve in “Super-
man” at San Diego Comic-Con this past week.   Photo by Noel Bravo

YOUNG STAR WARS FANS had big smiles as they paraded in front of the San Diego Convention Center at 
Comic-Con in full cosplay regalia thanks to Magic Wheelchairs.   Photo by Katherine Ramos

Comic-Con: San Diego’s pop culture phenomenon
“It’s neat to see where people 

come from and what they bring 
with them, like what makes Comic-
Con, Comic-Con for them,” Carter 
added.

Carter is certainly no stranger to 
the world of cosplaying. Although 
she chose not to dress up this up 
year, in the past, she was one of 
thousands who attended dressed in 
character.

“I tend to go for Disney,” said 
Carter. “My first year, I was actually 
the Tardis from Doctor Who, and 
my friend was the Doctor; and I’ve 
done Anna and Elsa with my friend; 
I actually did Poison Ivy and Harley 
Quinn; and last year, I was Quail-
Man from Doug.”

Although SDCC only takes 
place once a year, it has garnered 
a reputation for being one of the 
city’s main attractions and could 
even be considered one of the many 
elements that give San Diego its 
identity.

“I think it’s an incredible time 
to bring people to San Diego for 
one purpose, so it’s not our usual 
tourism, it kind of takes over all of 
downtown,” said Carter. “It’s mas-
sive I think for local businesses; 
I know my friends that work in 
restaurants here are always super 
slammed during Comic-Con, so it’s 

always a big time for San Diego.”
An event like SDCC always has 

its fair share of things for attendees 
to do. From vendors and booths 
selling vintage comic books, to 
the panels where a handful can 
get the opportunity to meet some 
of Hollywood’s biggest stars. For 
Carter, her favorite thing about the 
event involves capturing moments 
that can be treasured for years to 
come.

“I like the fun photo booth stuff 
on the floor,” said Carter. “All 
those weird things you could take 
pictures with and have fun with and 
just making those little memories 
that are fun to post on Instagram 
and go back and remember it for 
years later.”

There is no doubt that SDCC 
is in fact a beacon for those who 
live life indulging in the world of 
pop culture and comics. For many, 
it’s not an obsession, but a way of 
life. Regardless of how you look at, 
Comic-Con provides the fans the 
opportunity to come together united 
and proud to be who they are.

Carter, along with a multitude of 
others, said she plans on returning 
next year and in the years to come. 
San Diego Comic-Con will return 
to the San Diego Convention Center 
for its 50th show July 18-21, 2019.

A galaxy far, far away 
is in our own backyard

SAN DIEGO — The Star Wars 
franchise has been filmed in various 
countries around the world ranging 
from the United States to Ireland, 
but the truth is, the galaxy far, far 
away is actually pretty close for 
Imperial Valley residents.

Friday night a panel discussing 
three of the filming locations was 
hosted at the annual San Diego 
Comic-Con and the group talked 
about how fans of the popular fran-
chise can visit the sites.

Hosting the panel were James 
Floyd, contributor to the Star Wars 
website and Star Wars Insider, Ash 
Crossan of Entertainment Tonight 
Online, and Charla Teeters-Stewart, 
the film commissioner for Imperial 
Valley Film Commission. 

The three hosts spoke on a few 
of the many sites which have been 
used for location shots and onsite 
filming. California happens to be 
the only state in which Star Wars 
has been filmed in the United States, 
according to Floyd. 

By KatheriNe ramos For Imperial Valley resident 
Stewart, this was her first Comic-
Con and first time on a panel. 
However, she said she was ready to 
tell the story about the Valley’s part 
in the blockbuster franchise. 

Stewart spoke of the former 
movie set that is in our own back-
yard: the Imperial Valley sand 
dunes. More specifically, the 
Buttercup Ranger Station.

According to Stewart, the sta-
tion was the filming location for 
the desert planet Tatooine, Luke 
Skywalker’s home planet in the 
Star Wars Universe. It was also 
used in “Return of the Jedi” for 
Jabba the Hutt’s barge scenes and 
the Sarlacc, the giant sand monster.

“At the time when it was being 
filmed, it was the largest outdoor 
set being constructed,” said Stewart. 

“They were filming under the guise 
of ‘Blue Harvest,’ that was what 
was being filmed until people saw 
Boba Fett on the crane, and then the 
cat was out of the bag.”

Most of the set burned down in 
a fire shortly after filming, Stewart 

said. However, she said pieces are 
still buried beneath the sand at the 
station and people often find them. 
Stewart added she herself has a 
piece she swears was part of the set.

If eager fans want to see the site, 
Stewart recommends they wait 
until the months of November to 
April when the weather is cooler. 
She also added visitors need a 
four wheel drive vehicle to move 
quickly across the dunes, although 
it is walkable.

Other locations discussed during 
the panel’s session included the icy 
world of Hoth from “The Empire 
Strikes Back”, filmed in the frozen 
lands of Norway, and Ahch-To 
from the latest movie, “The Last 
Jedi”, filmed on Ireland’s Skellig 
Michael. Information was given on 
how to visit both of these sites as 
well.

The IV Film Commission spon-
sors on a Star Wars Day in February 
to celebrate the franchise, Stewart 
said. People come to see the site 
where filming took place, take pic-
tures, and even cosplay. At the end 

of the day, there is a screening of 
“Return of the Jedi,” she said.

The Valley’s Star Wars Day 
saw over 1,000 people attend its 
first year in 2015, far exceeding 
Stewart’s expectations and cement-
ing how people felt about the film 
franchise.

Stewart added film tourism is 
a growing industry that the Valley 
should start considering taking 
advantage of.

“It’s really cool to be part of the 
Star Wars universe, and people love 
to come and see where their favor-
ite films are shot,” said Stewart.

THE STAR WARS TOURISM PANEL hosts are pictured from left to right: 
James Floyd, Ash Crossan, and Charla Teeters-Stewart.   Photo by Katherine Ramos


