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In a unanimous decision during
Tuesday’s regular meeting, the
Sebastopol city council voted to
block a chain fitness center from
opening downtown, citing the gym
would not uphold the spirit of the
city’s Formula Business Ordinance. 

“We’re not going to be economi-
cally successful being Anytown,
USA,” said councilmember Una
Glass.

On Jan. 23 the city’s planning
commission approved on a 5-2 vote
the use permit for Anytime Fitness,
which operates more than 3,000
franchised locations. 

Grant Witham, who owns
Anytime Fitness in Novato, said he
has been searching for a year to find
a location to open his franchise gym

in Sebastopol. 
But Glass said when the city’s

formula business ordinance was put
into place, the idea was to create
marketing momentum for the down-
town core.

“The idea is that if we are going
to have a unique economic place
that is going to attract unique busi-
nesses, that we need to create a
unique environment,” she said. 

The proposed site of the gym was
131 South Main Street, formerly
Joey’s Pizza, before that a pasta
restaurant and before that the long-
time Round Table pizza location. 

The gym was to have modern car-
dio equipment, strength and func-
tional training, as well as free
weight equipment, which would be
accessible to members 24 hours a
day.

On Jan. 29, Mitch Lamb of
Coaches Corner Fitness Center,
which is one of a few independently
operated gyms and exercise spots in
town, filed an appeal to the planning
commission’s decision.

Under the municipal code, if an
appeal is filed the city council must
consider a number of factors,
including whether the formula busi-
ness is detrimental to the neighbor-
hood or the city; whether the formu-
la business will complement exist-
ing businesses and whether it pro-
motes diversity and balance of com-
mercial uses. 

The code also says building
design must be consistent with
Sebastopol’s character and the busi-
ness must promote in-town shop-
ping and pedestrian orientation.

Other councilmember comments
reflected Glass’ explanation of the
“formula business spirit.”

“I’m surprised this application is
at city council level,” said Vice
Mayor Neysa Hinton. “I’m really
kind of disappointed that the plan-
ning commission did not uphold the
spirit of our ordinance for formula
businesses.” 

According to the formula busi-
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Recent threats of violence that
have shut down classes at area
schools are forcing most west coun-
ty education facilities to thoroughly
re-examine security measures for
protecting staff and students.

“We were focused on disasters
like earthquakes in the 1990s and
the focus of school safety has
changed over time,” said Steven
Kellner, superintendent of the West
Sonoma County Union High School
District that includes Analy, El
Molino and Laguna highs. “Now we
are having to deal with a new level,
that of pranks and what is happen-
ing at the national level. It affects
the physical and emotional safety of
students and comes into how we are
assessing the school climate.”

And that climate is pretty turbu-
lent these days, judging by the surge
in student interest demonstrated
Wednesday during the National
School Walkout, the tenor of school
board discussions about safety mea-
sures and parent cell phone chatter.

“This is to show solidarity with
schools affected by gun violence
everywhere, even though we can’t
vote yet,” said Analy junior Abigail
Poten, one of the organizers of the
walkout at her Sebastopol high
school. “Walking out is a statement
in itself, we are standing up for our
safety. We are lucky we live in an
area that has a positive reaction to
political activism and a negative
reaction to guns.”

More than 2,500 walkouts had
registered with a website tracking
similar events across the nation. In
Sonoma County, students at Analy,
Windsor, Petaluma and Casa
Grande high schools were listed as

organizing walkout events. The pur-
pose, they said, was to call upon
Congress to ban assault weapons,
require universal background
checks before gun sales and pass a
gun violence restraining order law
that allows courts to disarm people
who display warning signs of vio-
lent behavior.

In the Sebastopol Union School
District, Jim Corbett, aka Mr.
Music, performed songs about peace
at the appointed hour at Park Side
Elementary and at Brook Haven
Middle School there was a march of
students and staff around the neigh-
borhood. 

District Superintendent Linda
Irving said students were given
class time “to express their
thoughts through letter writing to
our state legislature on how to end
school violence, writing poems,
journaling about current school cli-
mate or creating posters displaying
their hopes and dreams for safe
schools everywhere.”

At Twin Hills Middle School, stu-
dents gathered at the front the
school on Water Trough Road.

“There are young people speak-
ing their mind about this topic, we
are letting this be student-led,” said
Barbara Bickford, district superin-
tendent.

The Sonoma County Junior
Commission on Human Rights, com-
posed of teenagers that act as an
advisory panel to the official county
human rights panel, took the
unusual step of calling upon all high
schools in the county to participate
in the walkout, citing lack of con-
gressional action on “sensible legis-
lation that would help keep students
and their loved ones safe from gun
violence at school.”

Meanwhile early in the week,
union leaders issued cautionary
advisories to members of the
California Teachers Association to
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NOT ANYTOWN, USA — The proposed site of Anytime Fitness on the corner of
Burnett and South Main streets was denied by the city council on Tuesday.
Councilmember Una Glass stated she did not think Sebastopol would be eco-
nomically successful as Anytown, USA.
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Sonoma County District Attorney
Jill Ravitch is heightening her
office’s effort in dismissing and
reducing cannabis-related convic-
tions. 

“With Proposition 64, California
voters clearly indicated their intent
to offer people convicted of
cannabis-related offenses to have
their records cleared,” Ravitch stat-
ed in a press release. 

In response, Ravitch said her goal
is to do whatever her office can to be
consistent with the voter and state
legislature’s intent. 

She has directed her office to
begin proactively searching for eligi-
ble cases, and where appropriate,
unilaterally initiate reduction
and/or expungement proceedings. 

According to current assess-
ments, approximately 3,000 prior
convictions in Sonoma County could
potentially be reduced or dismissed,
but have not yet been acted upon. 

The cannabis-related offenses eli-
gible include violations of state
Health and Safety Code sections
11357, 11358, 11359, and 11360. 

These cannabis-related violations
relate to the possession of no more
than 28.5 grams of cannabis, plant-
ing and cultivating cannabis, posses-
sion of cannabis for sale and trans-
porting cannabis. 

Cannabis-related charges can
have life-altering consequences.
Those convicted may find it difficult
to find a job, get a professional
license or obtain a student loan. 

Ravitch has assigned a
deputy district attorney
from the narcotics unit to
work on processing the
petitions. 

Ravitch is following a
string of other California
D.A. offices including San
Francisco District
Attorney George Gascon.  

In early February,
Gascon said his office
would immediately dis-
miss all marijuana misde-
meanor convictions dat-
ing to 1975. 

The San Francisco
D.A. also plans to review all mari-
juana felonies recorded during the
same time period and, in appropri-
ate cases, re-sentence them to mis-
demeanor offenses.

Local cannabis consultant and
former Sebastopol councilmember
Craig Litwin said he had a number

of conversations with
Ravitch on the issue. 

"421 Group participat-
ed in a conference call
with the district attorney
and the law offices of
Omar Figueroa to advo-
cate for a policy to
expunge cannabis convic-
tions,” he said. “I have
always found District
Attorney Ravitch to be
approachable and open to
hearing about the needs
of the cannabis communi-
ty.”

Local cannabis law
attorney Omar Figueroa said his
office would continue to promote the
new dismissal process.

“As a lawyer helping clients navi-
gate complex cannabis issues, my
office looks forward to working in
conjunction with District Attorney
Jill Ravitch to get the word out

about this progressive policy,” he
stated in a press release.

Petition/application for resen-
tencing or dismissal can be found
online at da.sonoma-county.org or
email the district attorney’s office
directly at prop64@sonoma-
county.org.

Only applications where the peti-
tioner was convicted in, or placed on
probation in, Sonoma County can be
processed. 

If the petitioner is currently serv-
ing a sentence on the violation or is
currently in collaborative court pro-
grams on the violation, a hearing
will be scheduled. 

If the applicant has completed
their sentence on the violation, the
matter will be reviewed without a
formal hearing. 

If the applicant was under the age
of 18 when the conviction occurred,
they must contact the Juvenile
Justice Center. 

Sonoma County DA will look again at old cannabis convictions
Ravitch aims to dismiss or
reduce 3,000 eligible prior
marijuana convictions

Schools taking another
look at safety measures
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West county students make voices heard

DIALOGUE — Above, students at
Analy High School have a heated
discussion about gun control
during Wednesday morning’s
walkout at the high school
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WALKOUT — Almost the entire
campus of Brook Haven Middle
School in Sebastopol assembled
on the blacktop and marched
through the surrounding neigh-
borhood Wednesday morning,
carrying handmade signs calling
for gun control and an end to
violence at schools. At right, the
students leave their campus and
walk through the neighborhood,
carrying their signs.
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