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The town of Tiburon plans to 
test LED streetlight bulbs start-
ing in late February and will be 
seeking public feedback on the 
color and intensity of the light 
they emit. However, at least 
some of the bulbs to be tested 
are “colder” than physicians say 
is healthy and environmental-
ists say is good for wildlife and 
light pollution, and those types 

of bulbs have caused controver-
sies in communities around the 
country. 

According to Tiburon Director 
of Public Works Patrick Barnes, 
test lights in color temperatures 
of 3,000 and 4,000 Kelvin are 
on order and due to arrive on or 
after Feb. 18. Seven lights will be 
installed along Blackfi eld Drive 
and fi ve on Mar West Street be-
tween Tiburon Boulevard and 
Tiburon Peninsula Club.
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Call me to explain

Tests will replace  
traditional street 
lights with LEDs

The super blue blood moon sets behind the Golden Gate Bridge and the Marin 
Headlands early Jan. 31 in this view from San Francisco’s Crissy Field East Beach. 
It was a lunar trifecta: a blue moon for being the second full moon in January, a 
supermoon because it orbited about 50,000 miles closer to the Earth than usual 
and a blood moon due to a lunar eclipse, when the Earth passes between the 
moon and sun to cast a shadow and give the moon a red tinge.

Celestial hat trick
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———

An amphitheater and bicycle 
pump track for South of the Knoll 
Park, picnic tables and a shade 
arbor for a fl atter McKegney Knoll 
and Old Rail Trail speed indica-
tors are among the new amenities 
being proposed by the Tiburon 
Peninsula GreenTeam, a local citi-

zens group that volunteers its time 
to improve the town’s landscaped 
areas. 

The team’s Green Vision propos-
al was presented to the Tiburon 
Parks, Open Space and Trails 
Commission by Commissioner Jim 
Wood, a prominent member of the 
independent nonprofi t GreenTeam, 
whose volunteer landscaping-
maintenance crew is not affi  liated 

with the town. 
Not content with pulling weeds, 

the GreenTeam has now set its 
sights on bigger things.

Wood was allowed to make the 
Green Vision presentation as a 
commission member on behalf of 
GreenTeam, retaining his ability 
to participate and deliberate as a 

Some to be at controversial color temperature

———
See LEDS, PAGE 19
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An LED street light (left) stands in contrast to a traditional high-pressure sodi-
um lamp in Houston when the city fi rst tested LEDs there in 2009. In 2015, the 
city began installing 45-watt, 4,000-Kelvin LED bulbs, which led to resident 
protests that they’re too bright and are a danger to night vision and health.
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Federal immigration au-
thorities may now be able to 
access data from Tiburon’s 
license-plate-reading cameras 
to use for deportation and 
other criminal investigations. 

U.S. Immigration and Cus-
toms Enforcement has part-
nered with Vigilant Solutions, 
a private company that stores 
data from such cameras in 
Tiburon, Belvedere and other 
cities around the country, to 
gain access to a massive da-
tabase containing more than 2 
billion geotagged license-plate 
readings.

The deal raises the possi-
bility that the federal agency 
could search records from 
Tiburon’s cameras for time-
stamped information on ve-
hicle movements in and out of 
town. It could also add certain 

 Immigration 
gains access 
to Tiburon 
license-plate 
cameras
Feds sign contract with 
fi rm that stores shared 
law-enforcement data
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Amphitheater, bike track, picnic tables — GreenTeam 
offers an ambitious vision for Tiburon’s shoreline 

———
See GREEN, PAGE 18
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———

An arborist hired by the town of 
Tiburon has determined the vast 
majority of the trees on McKegney 
Knoll are at a low risk of endanger-
ing public safety — fi ndings that 
contradict neighborhood residents 

who say the 42 trees should be re-
moved to reduce fi re risk and open 
views of R ichardson Bay, Sausalito 
and the Golden Gate Bridge.

The report, prepared by Pleas-
anton-based HortScience, evalu-
ated the health and failure risk of 

Panel expected to make recommendation 
on fate of McKegney Knoll tree grove

———
See TREES, PAGE 16
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LIBRARY TO BORROW 
$4 MIL FOR EXPANSION
The Belvedere-Tiburon Library Agency board 
voted, as expected, to take out a line of credit 
to close a fundraising gap on the short term.
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HOLOCAUST SURVIVOR 
WAS NOTED RADIOLOGIST
Oskar Klausenstock, who has died at age 
95, survived seven extermination camps 
before pursuing a medical career.
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