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‘The Greatest Show on 
Surf’ was action-packed 

ossed around by evanescent high 
surf, determined to one-up their 
competition, and trying to right the 

course in various vessel competitions, 
athletes were visibly motivated to put forth 
strong efforts during the lifeguard and 
other contests during Day One of the San 
Clemente Ocean Festival on July 21.

Dory boat racers were caught off-guard 
in the first heat, as an unexpected set of 
waves crashed into the boats just as they 
ventured into the Pacific Ocean. Some 
competitors were jostled but uninjured as 
they balanced their timing and strength 
with the oncoming tumult.

Swimmers in the rescue competitions 
had to work together to make it ashore 
before their opponents, using flippers and 
floaters to simulate a lifeguard task.

The Youth Pavilion was buzzing and 
so was the rest of the San Clemente Pier 
throughout the weekend.

On Sunday, July 22, Day Two, there were 
one-mile swims, a morning run, a sand-
sculpting competition and the introduction 
of the Marine Raider Boat Challenge. 

Competitors were from the U.S. Army 
Special Forces, Marine Raiders, Marine 
Reconnaissance, Navy SEAL Team 5 and 
more. The Marine Reconnaissance team 
won the first challenge at the San Clemente 
Ocean Festival. The objective was to have 
the best time paddling amphibious boats.

Challenge participants raced on behalf of 
their respective charities, but from Ocean 
Festival all donations were given to a World 
War II veterans’ reunion that took place 
during the weekend.

All events were made even more dra-
matic as a south-southwest swell headed 
for California was making its arrival, put-
ting up 3- to 5-foot surf that made matters 
difficult for the stand-up paddleboard races 
toward the end of the day.

There were more events at this year’s 
Ocean Festival compared to last, but with 
calm weather and mostly manageable surf, 
all events were completed. And, of course, 
the Duck Derby took place at the end of the 
day near the Marine Safety Headquarters. 

The estimated attendance was 62,500 
people over the weekend, with more than 
750 athletes competing, according to 
Ocean Festival organizers. SC
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