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Ledger Bingo is Back
Ready for a new game? Ledger Dispatch 
Bingo is back with new cards inside.
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Grand Jury 
Report: County 

Roads and 
Facilities Need 
Improvement

The Amador County 
government mainte-
nance of public roads 
and government fa-
cilities faces scrutiny 
in the annual report 
from the Amador 
County Civil Grand 
Jury released last 

week.
The Grand Jury 

takes issue with the 
poor state of main-
tenance at various 
county facilities, 
such as the Jackson 
Library, the District 
Attorneys Offi  ce, and 
other county build-
ings. The report notes 
a number of needed 
improvements that 
have been done at 
county facilities, such 
as accessibility under 
the American’s with 
Disabilities Act. The 
report also details the 
general poor state of 
the county’s roads, 
noting that the 2016 
Amador Pavement 
Condition Index at 56 
of out of 100 was the 
13th lowest in Cali-
fornia and that the

The Lions Club TNT Fireworks stand at De-
tert Park in Jackson is open, just in time for the 
Fourth of July. There is a special buy one, get 
one free deal on select items, so be sure to

Lions’ Fireworks 
on Sale in Jackson

Fireworks Show Tonight
Annual 3rd of July Fireworks Show is 
tonight in Jackson.
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Welcome to Ledger Dispatch Interactive.

SCAN
TO GET THE APP

Deeper content. Pictures move. Ads talk. Live shopping.

Welcome to Ledger Dispatch Interactive.
1: Scan QR code or get App or by searching 

“Ledger Dispatch” on the App or
Google Play Store.

2: Point the App camera at any image with this 
icon, push and hold scan button. Then, watch 

your newspaper come to life. 
Ledger Dispatch
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By Craig Baracco
Ledger Dispatch

See Jury, Page A8

Fire Burns More Than 11,000 Acres, 100 Percent Contained

As of Monday morning, 
the Waverly Fire, which 
burned an estimated 11,789 
acres, was reportedly 100 
percent contained.

The blaze sparked on 
Friday evening around 5 
p.m. in the small town of 
Milton, which lies between 
Highways 4 and 26, be-
tween Jenny Lind and Cop-
peropolis. The massive fi re 
burned in both Calaveras 
and San Joaquin Counties, 
leaving a column of smoke 
that could be seen for miles 
around.

“I arrived in Milton 
around 5:30 p.m. on Friday, 
June 29, following a boiling 
column of smoke all the 
way from Jackson,” said 
photographer Bill Lavallie. 
“After cresting the hill just 
outside of Milton on J14 

headed in the direction of 
Jenny Lind I was confront-
ed by a wall of fl ames a 
quarter of a mile long driv-
en by a strong wind and 

headed directly at Milton. 
The head of the fi re was 
now marching down Rock 
Creek Road in the direc-
tion of Salt Spring Valley 

Reservoir. Tankers were 
coming in to do drops on 
the stronger fl ames while 
helicopters were circling 
overhead fetching water 
from a nearby ranch and 
dropping continuously on 
the fast moving fl ames.”

Lavallie met up with 
two other photographers, 
Chip Dingman and Mi-
chael Cozad, and the trio 
followed the fi re through 
Friday evening. 

Evacuations were ordered 
for residents in the area, 
and roads were closed, as 
helicopters and fi re crews 
took special care to drop 
water near a group of cattle 
trying to escape the blaze. 
A Red Cross evacuation 
center was opened in Valley 
Springs to house those dis-
placed and waiting for the 
fl ames to be extinguished.

Within just about an hour 

See Fireworks, Page A8

By Sarah Spinetta
Ledger Dispatch

By Caitlyn Schaap
Ledger Dispatch
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Fire Blazes Mother Lode
LEDGER/Michael Cozad

The Waverly Fire blazed through the weekend in Milton, in Calaveras and San Joaquin Counties.

LEDGER/Bill Lavallie

Fire crews head toward the fl ames on Friday evening.

See Waverly, Page A4

Fireworks Show Tonight
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LEDGER/Sarah Spinetta

Local resident Gary Lee and Laila Rose Gutsche of Linden stop by the Lions Club 
TNT Fireworks stand at Detert Park in Jackson. Use your Ledger Dispatch Inter-
active app to scan this photo or the masthead for a 3D fi reworks show.
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225 E. Hwy 88
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Funeral
Announcements

updated
daily

www.danerimortuary.com

223-0793
Funeral Directors FD1636

In Memory
Daniel Ramon Franco age 58, of Plymouth, 
CA, passed away Thursday, June 28, 2018 at 

Sutter Amador Hospital in Jackson. Daniel 
was born in Uruguay on March 18, 1960, a 
son of Gladys (Ferreira) and Miguel Franco.
Friends and family are invited to attend a 
graveside service at Moriah Heights Cemetery 

in Plymouth on Thursday, July 5, 2018, 11:00 
a.m. Condolences may be sent to the fami-
ly by visiting www.danerimortuary.com and 
signing the guest book.

Death Notice

of fi ghting the blaze crews had 
successfully stopped progress of 
the fi re toward the community of 
Milton.

“The head of the fi re had trav-
eled even further toward the res-
ervoir but at least one small town 
could breath a little easier due to 
the eff orts of fi refi ghters,” said 
Lavallie.

By the next morning, CAL FIRE 

reported that great progress had 
been made through the night, and 
that state, local and federal fi re 
crews had worked together to gain 
the upper hand on the blaze.

By later in the day on Saturday, 
forward progress of the blaze had 
been stopped, and by Monday 
morning, the fi re was reported to 
be 100 percent contained. 

As of press time Monday morn-
ing, no injures, fatalities or dam-
aged property had been reported. 

LEDGER/Chip Dingman

A herd of cattle runs to escape the blaze, while fi re crews drop water nearby to 
keep the fl ames away from the animals.

Waverly
From Page A1
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