
Temperatures
               Hi    Low  Rain
July 24      108     78       
July 25      111      73       
July 26      113      76      
July 27      103      72          
July 28       99       72    
July 29      104      69
July 30      103      73 
July 31                  68

Measured from July 1 - June 30
Readings taken this week from

AccuWeather.com

Rainfall past week..........0.00
Rainfall to date…............0.00
Last year to date….........0.00

Due to the smoke and 
uncertainty about the Carr 
Fire, Friday Night in the 
Park with The Billies at 
Clair Engle Park in Shasta 
Lake has been cancelled, 
the Shasta Lake Chamber 
of Commerce said on 
their Facebook page. 
The indicated they would 
reschedule those nights that 
have been affected by the 
fi re. For more information, 
call the Shasta Lake 
Chamber of Commerce at 
275-7497.

FNITP cancelled
this week due to
Carr Fire

A whispering cherub statue in River Ridge Park in the 
Keswick area appears to try and calm the ferocious Carr 
Fire that roared through the area Thursday night. As of 
Tuesday morning, nearly 900 residences in the area had 
been destroyed by the fi re, including many in Old Shasta 

and the west Redding. The city of Shasta Lake was spared 
from the fi re’s wrath which has so far consumed over 
110,000 acres and resulted in six deaths. More photos, 
page 4A and 5A. Video from Friday online at the Bulletin 
website: www.northstate.news.
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By Aaron Williams

A power outage to the city of 
Shasta Lake during Thursday’s Carr 
Fire that might have lasted weeks 
was restored by a cooperative and 
collaborative effort of city electric 
workers and federal operators 
running transmission from the 
Shasta Dam.

City Manager John Duckett said 
Monday that the situation for the 
city looked grim after a high-voltage 
transmission line from Keswick was 
lost as the deadly fi re raced through 
a swath of west Redding and 
surrounding communities, leaving 
the entire city in the dark.

“The prognosis was days or 
weeks before power could be 
restored,” he said Monday. “I was 
thinking ‘What are we going to do?’”

By Friday, when it appeared 
the inferno had stalled on a ridge 

top west of the city of Shasta 
Lake, city electric engineer Trent 
Drenon and Electric Utility Director 
James Takehara approached with a 
possible solution: Use transmission 
lines from the Western Area Power 
Administration (WAPA) at Shasta 
Dam to patch into the city’s power 
grid.

“Basically, the dam powers their 
own stuff; they’re a (power) island,” 
Duckett said. “We asked if we could 
be an island and power up with 
them.”

WAPA was open to the idea, he 
said, and city electrical workers and 
federal authorities began working 
on cutting in the power.

“We have six linemen with feet 
on the ground who cut the power in 
once it was available,” he said.

At fi rst, Duckett said, it failed, 
but then the circuit held.

“We began applying new 
circuits and were able to repower 
the entire city by Friday evening,” 

he said, adding the city’s proximity 
to Shasta Dam and its hydroelectric 
production made it feasible.

The City sought to restore the 
electricity to infrastructure such as 
the wastewater and water treatment 
plants fi rst, Duckett said.

The patch was not 
unprecedented, he added, as 
WAPA indicated they’d done work-
arounds with the Trinity Dam before 
in fi re situations.

With the high-voltage lines in 
Keswick a twisted, melted mess, 
Duckett initially was worried about 
“catastrophic” consequences for the 
city as it faced a long-term outage.

“The forecast was for 110 with 
no air conditioned or refrigeration,” 
he said. “You worry about the elderly 
population, the disruption to a lot 
of people’s lives and, fi nancially, 
it would’ve hurt businesses in our 
community.”

Faced with long-term power outage, city works with WAPA 
and Shasta Dam on work-around to get electricity back on 

The city clock on Friday shows 
the time the power went out the 
night before: 7:36 p.m.

San Diego photographer 
Mike Sakasegawa prides 
himself on seeing the 
beauty in mundane objects, 
The Washington Post 
reports. But something 
about his latest subject took 
social media by storm. On 
July 11, as Sakasegawa 
returned home from his 
morning run, he noticed a 
round, yellow object rolling 
down the street. “I thought 
it was a tennis ball or 
something,” he said, but in 
fact it was a lemon. So he 
did what any self-respecting 
photographer would do: He 
captured video of the fruit 
as it continued its journey 
to the bottom of the hill, 
then posted his 1.5-minute 
documentary to Twitter. 
Within 24 hours the video 
racked up more than 2.5 
million views. “I post stuff 
that’s similar to this all the 
time,” Sakasegawa said. 
“Most of the time, it fl oats 
on by.” By the next day, the 
lemon video had gained 
more than 100,000 likes, 
was retweeted tens of 
thousands of times, and a 
literary agent had contacted 
Sakasegawa, wondering if 
he’d like to make the lemon 
into a children’s book.
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City of Shasta Lake spared Carr Fire’s wrath
“I envisioned half 

the city gone. I could 
see Ranchera Pines, 

Flanagan Road, Walker 
Mine Road all gone.”

- SLFPD Chief Dennis Beck
during Thursday’s Carr Fire

chaotic eruption

- Please see Carr Five, page 6A

By Aaron Williams

When the Carr Fire engulfed 
much of the west side of Redding, 
Keswick and old Shasta on 
Thursday, Shasta Lake Fire Chief 
Dennis Beck feared the worst for 
his city.

“I envisioned half the city gone,” 
he said Monday. “I could see 
Ranchera Pines, Flanagan Road, 
Walker Mine Road all gone.”

But, the chief said, the fi re stalled 
that evening on a ridge top directly 
west of the Buckeye area and didn’t 
continue down to the river, which 
would’ve been catastrophic.

“Who knows why it didn’t come 
down,” he said. “Part of it could’ve 

been the topography or it could’ve 
been the wind or maybe that the 
main part of the fi re to the south 
wouldn’t let the energy go that way.”

Whatever it was, Beck said it 

was a relief Friday morning when 
he saw the blaze was slowed half a 
mile down from the ridge top.

Even though by Tuesday the 
fi re appeared headed mostly in 
a northwest direction, that didn’t 
mean the city is out of danger, nor 
should its residents take evacuation 
liftings lightly.

“They put a lot of tankers on it 
and bombed it pretty good,” Beck 
said. “But it’s slowly burning now 
and that’s why they still have Lake 
Boulevard and Summit City (under 
evacuation orders).”

The longtime chief also said 
that even though the area around 
Ranchera Pines burned two years 
ago, it didn’t mean it was entirely 

out of the danger as the inferno 
approached Thursday night.

Fires in the area are not new, he 
said, referencing the fi re in 2016 as 
well as fi res in 2008.

“Some areas just burn often,” 
Beck said.

Evacuation confusion
Beck also said the fi re and a lot 

of the confusion over information 
was a wake-up call for him and his 
department.

“I think one of the takeaways 
from this is that we should, at a 
county level and beyond, look 
at how we did and how we can 


