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BROKEN ARROW—Royal High School players and fans celebrate the Highlander football team’s 27-18 win against rival Simi Valley on Oct. 26 at RHS for the Canyon League title.

Highlanders topple Pioneers

FOOTBALL /// Royal 27, Simi Valley 18

 Royal wins 50th 
edition of area’s 
biggest rivalry

SEVEN NATION ARMY—A horde of Simi Valley defenders bring down Royal’s Colin Mitchell during the 
rivalry game on Oct. 26 at RHS. The Highlanders lead the all-time series with the Pioneers 31-17-2.

Top performers
Royal

• Tanner Wolfe, QB, 19-of-28 
passes, 171 yards, 1 TD
• Colin Mitchell, WR/S, 
1 TD catch, 1 INT
• Gabe Landless, RB, 
129 rushing yards, 2 TDs

Simi Valley
• Jack Applegate, QB, 
5-of-11 passes, 89 yards, 
1 TD, 1 INT
• Riley Hunt, WR, 
2 catches, 34 yards, 1 TD
• Jackson Sterling, RB, 
24 carries, 183 yards, 1 TD
• Jake Sebring, LB, 
9 tackles, 2 QB hurries

By Jonathan Andrade
jandrade@theacorn.com

 The Highlanders felt disre-
spected.
 No one, besides the thousands 
of green and yellow clad supporters 
in the home stands, thought Royal 
High’s football team had a chance 
to defeat Simi Valley in the 50th 
edition of the city championship.
 Then the Highlanders earned 
that respect, outplaying the Pio-
neers in every facet of the game en 
route to a 27-18 win last weekend 
at home.
 “We played with a chip on our 
shoulders the whole game,” said 
Gabe Landless, a junior running 
back. “Everyone doubted us the 
whole game.”
 Many Highlanders (5-5 over-
all, 3-0 in the Canyon League) felt 
underappreciated in the weeks 
leading up to their showdown 
against Simi Valley (7-3, 2-1).
 Royal parents made it a point 
to remind this reporter that the 
Highlanders weren’t even in the 
Acorn’s Power Poll heading into 
the clash. (Editor’s note: Royal 
has been ranked in the Power Poll 
for three straight weeks.)
 “Everyone doubted us the 
whole year,” said senior receiver 

and safety Colin Mitchell.
 There’s no more doubt. The 
Highlanders are league champs.
 Royal captured its fi rst league 
title since legendary head coach 
Gene Uebelhardt led Royal to a 
Marmonte League crown in 2004.
 Everything went right for 
Royal, which leads the all-time 
series with Simi Valley 31-17-2.
 Highlander kicker Matt Myers 
nailed a fi eld goal in the fi rst quarter 
before quarterback Tanner Wolfe 
found Mitchell in the end zone with 
a perfect lob from 18 yards out to 
build an early 10-point lead.
 “We knew they came in 
overconfi dent,” Landless said 
of Simi Valley.

 Simi Valley was stunned, but 
the Pioneers had a response.
 Simi Valley quarterback Jack 
Applegate hit senior Riley Hunt 
in stride off a double move for 
pay dirt. Senior kicker Nico Vil-
lamizar split the uprights to tie the 
game 10-10 before the half.
 Royal capitalized off Simi 
Valley’s muffed punt in the third 
quarter. Landless broke numer-

ous tackles en route to his fi rst 
touchdown of the night.
 He scored from 48 yards out 
minutes later, turning a short gain 
into his second score of the night 
with a sweet move.
 “After that juke, I was out of 
breath, but I had to get that touch-
down,” Landless said. “All I saw 
was open space.”
 Myers nailed another field 

goal early in the fourth quarter 
for Royal. The Highlanders never 
looked back.
 Simi Valley players were 
inconsolable after the loss. They 
felt they didn’t play their best in 
the biggest game of the year. One 
Pioneer screamed “We’re better 
than that team” before burying 
his face into palms full of tears 
while head coach Jim Benkert 
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MAROON MOB—Simi Valley High football fans in the Maroon Mob pump up the crowd while the Pioneer players walk onto the � eld before their game at Royal on Oct. 26.

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS—Pictured clockwise from above: Royal 
cheerleaders celebrate the win; Simi Valley running back Jackson 
Sterling rushed for 183 yards against Royal; and Royal QB Tanner 
Wolfe throws the ball in front of an illuminated home crowd.

addressed the squad.
 “We’ve had problems when 
we’ve been successful and these 
players think that they don’t have 
to work hard,” Benkert said. “I 
think our kids will respond, which 
they’ve done all year after a loss.”
 The Pioneers must regroup. 
The postseason awaits: Simi Valley 
travels to face Nordhoff (8-2) in the 
Division 10 opener at 7 tonight.
 Simi Valley running back 
Jackson Sterling said the Pioneers 
will bounce back.
 “We’ll elevate off of this,” 
Sterling said. “Hopefully, we’ll be-
come stronger the way we did after 
Lompoc and the way we did after 
Moorpark. We’ll come together, 
talk about our mistakes and fix 
them. We’ll become a better team 
and hopefully make it far in CIF.”
 The Pioneer has high hopes.
 “I always see the potential 
in everyone,” Sterling said. “If 
everyone plays to their full po-
tential, we can, and we will, get 
to and win a CIF championship.”
 Royal plays host to Alta Loma 
in the Division 8 opener.
 “We have so much talent,” 
Wolfe said. “I wouldn’t be sur-
prised if we played for that (CIF) 
championship. It wouldn’t sur-
prise me one bit.”

Final regular 
season Acorn 

Power Poll
1. Oaks Christian (10-0)
2. Calabasas (8-2) 
3. Grace Brethren (8-2)
4. Camarillo (9-1) 
5. Westlake (7-3)
6. Moorpark (7-3)
7. Royal (5-5)
8. Simi Valley (7-3)
9. Rio Mesa (5-5)
10. Agoura (4-6)
Comments: Grace Brethren 
(Camino League) and Royal 
(Canyon League) are league 
champs. Grace Brethren, 
which defeated Camarillo 
42-21 last week, opens 
the CIF-Southern Section 
Division 4 playo� s against St. 
Bonaventure (6-4 overall) at 7 
tonight at Moorpark College. 
Royal kicks o�  Division 8 
action against Alta Loma (6-4) 
at 7:30 tonight at home. In 
Division 10, Simi Valley travels 
to Citrus Coast League champ 
Nordho�  (8-2) at 7 tonight. 

—Eliav Appelbaum


