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People you know caring for you and the people you love. 

John C. Fremont Heathcare District
Imaging Department

Now Open 7- days a week
GENERAL RADIOLOGY

  Walk-in for routine radiology and
 ultrasound services  

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday, 9:00 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

 MAMMOGRAPHY & 
BONE DENSITY

Walk-in patients accepted
 for screenings

Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

All other outpatient mammography, CT, 
Ultrasound, and Radiology, 

call central scheduling 

at 209-966-3631, ext. 5000/5001

Visit our website at www.jcf-hospital.com

Proudly Supports the Art & Wine Festival

At the Mariposa County Courthouse

Join us for Art, Music, Food, 
Wine and Cars

May 26, 2018  • 11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

By MATT JOHNSON
Assistant editor

It was the ultimate showdown of man versus beast.
And usually, the beast won.
The Gold Coast Bucking Bulls Association held its annual 

“Bull Showdown” at the Mariposa County Fairgrounds on Sat-
urday, and bull riders — most from the western United States 
— tried to accomplish one of the most difficult tasks in sports: 
staying on a bull for eight seconds.

The Gold Coast Bucking Bull Association provides bucking 
bull owners and breeders an outlet to showcase their animals in 
competition. Bulls are judged on their bucking ability using cri-
teria such as how high the bulls jump, spin and kick.

Riders, meanwhile, try to stay on the bull for eight seconds in 
order to earn qualified rounds.

The event on Saturday featured some riders who are just start-
ing out in the sport, as well as experienced professionals.

On one end of the spectrum, one of the youngest competitors 
was a 17-year-old high school student from California. On the 
other end of the spectrum were seasoned pros like Ryan McCon-
nel, 31. 

McConnel is from Clovis and is a four time Professional Bull 
Riding (PBR) qualifier, from 2008-2011. He has 300 qualified 
rides in his career and is one of the top bull riders in the world.

And yet his love for the sport drew him to the event in small 
town Mariposa.

“I’m on the road nearly every weekend,” said McConnel, who 

didn’t manage to stay on the bull very long while competing in 
the evening’s “classic division.”

“In bull riding, you’ve either got it or you don’t,” said McCon-
nel. “A lot of people can’t get on a bull.”

McConnel got into the sport because he wanted to follow in 
the footsteps of his father, who also had a career in the sport.

He plans to continue competing until he turns 35, at which 
point he will consider retiring. He works as a welder and along-
side his wife, takes care of a young daughter when he’s not riding.

For McConnel and the other riders, the sport of bull riding is a 
passion they hope to stay involved with as long as possible.

Even if that means pitting themselves against some of the most 
intimidating beasts around.

It was man versus beast at bucking bulls event
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The Gold Coast Bucking 
Bull Association held its 
Bull Showdown event in 

Mariposa on Saturday. 
Bull riders from the re-

gion competed for glory 
and cash. Josh Tucker 

of Bonners Ferry, Idaho, 
qualified in the first round 
by staying on his bull. But 
after staying on for eight 
seconds, he was flung off 

and into the path of the 
bull, narrowly avoiding 

disaster. He was the first 
rider of the evening on 

Saturday.

Look 
out 

below!

Do you have a sports news tip? 
Email matt@mariposagazette.com


