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The heyday of Drive-in theaters peaked in the 1950s when the family entertainment venues reached just over 4,000. The Napa Valley Film Festival organizers are bringing back 
the popular mid-century classic by showing movies outdoors in Calistoga during the Nov. 7-11 film celebration.

See FILM FESTIVAL on page 10

The horse pavilion at the Napa County Fairgrounds will be trans-
formed into a drive-in theater that will hold 50 parked cars and 
outdoor bleacher seating for 100 people.

Drive-In movie theaters started to really take off 
in the 1950s because they offered entertainment for 
the entire family. People could sit in their cars, they 
could bring their babies, they could smoke. Drive-
ins offered more flexibility than indoor theaters. By 
1958, the number of drive-ins peaked at 4,063.

Today some 400 drive-ins remain in the United 
States, a number that has not changed much in the 
past five years. 

The 8th annual Napa Valley Film Festival 
(NVFF), scheduled to take place Nov. 7 - 11, re-
cently announced a new screening venue located at 
the Calistoga Fairgrounds’ Grand Horse Pavilion. 

Passholders will watch movies from the comfort 
of their own cars at the festival’s first ever Drive-In 
Theater, which is sure to be the most buzzed about 
one-of-a-kind movie going experience at the festival 

this year. Approximately 50 cars can be parked in 
the pavilion, which will showcase state-of-the-art 
film exhibition technology including a giant screen 
and the ability to transmit sound through an FM 
radio station. Nostalgic movie treats, wine, and ad-
ditional outdoor bleacher seating for 100 people will 
also be available on-site. 

The Drive-In movies, selected from the over 
100+ full NVFF film lineup, will be featured nightly 
Wednesday through Sunday, at 5:30 p.m. and 8:30 
p.m. Gates open at 4:30 p.m. The festival will take 
RSVPs in late September so that festival passholders 
can reserve a parking spot for screenings in advance. 
Parking spots will be available to anyone who has 
purchased a Festival Pass, Pass Plus, Weekend Pass, 
Weekend Plus, or Patron Circle Membership. 

All non-passholders will pay $20 for a rush ticket 
for each film upon arrival. Passholders without park-
ing reservations are welcome to drive their cars into 
a holding lot to wait for additional spots to open up. 
All attendees will drive in through the West Gate/

Film Festival bringing back drive-in movies

Driveway of the Fairgrounds and be directed to their reserved spots.
NVFF organizers will announce the 2018 film program, daily 

schedules, visiting filmmakers and celebrities, as well as all special 
events, culinary demonstrations, wine tastings and more, in late Sep-
tember. 

Passes are on sale now. For more information, visit NVFF.org or 
call (707) 226-7500. 

The ultimate celebration of film, food and wine, NVFF features 
over 120 films and Q&As with 300 visiting filmmakers as well as 
celebrity tributes, culinary demonstrations, afternoon wine tastings, 

Eighth Napa Valley Film Festival 
returns to Calistoga with unique 
‘drive-in’ location at the fairgrounds



Celebrating the contributions 
made by Mexican men and wom-
en to the Napa Valley from the 
early 1800’s to present, honoring 
Mexican Independence Day and 
showcasing food,  dance and arts 
and crafts from regions of Mexico 
are all part of the new Fiesta en 
el Molino Bale on Saturday, Sept. 
15 from noon to 5 p.m.

Mariachi and Rancho period 
music performances, regional 
Mexican folk dances, hands-on 
pioneer craft activities, cultural 
awareness booths, dollmaking, 
milling, ropemaking demonstra-
tions are included in the free 
afternoon at Bale Grist Mill His-
toric State Park said park steward 
Jason Jordon.

“We wanted to celebrate the 
total history surrounding the 
mill and the valley,” Jordan said. 
“To bring more awareness about 
contributions made by Hispanic 
pioneers and leaders.” Retired 
park ranger Sandy Jones has 
spearheaded the event, he said.

The fiesta will include remarks 
by Napa County Regional Park 
and Open Space District general 
manager John Woodbury, county 

supervisors Diane Dillon and 
Belia Ramos, and others.

Ramos, who is bilingual, will 
speak in Spanish and English. 
She will also introduce a repre-
sentative from the Mexican Con-
sulate who will re-enact El Grito,  
a tradition that commemorates the 
original “cry for Independence” 
given by pastor Miguel Hidalgo 
y Costilla in the town of Dolores, 
Guanajuato in 1810 to gather all 
to join the rebellion against Span-
ish colonizers.

Parking is limited at the Bale 

Grist Mill, which is half-way be-
tween Calistoga and St. Helena. 
Free shuttle bus service will be 
available at Bothe-Napa Valley 
State Park to take participants to 
the Bale Grist Mill.

Maria Ignacia Soberanes, a 
neice of General Mariano Vallejo, 
and her somewhat infamous Eng-
lish immigrant husband Edward 
Turner Bale, were given 18,000 
acres of Napa Valley property 
from the Mexican government as 
a land grant in 1841.

Edward Bale built a grist mill 
on his property in 1846 but sold it 
a few years later in order to join 
the gold rush. He died of stomach 
cancer on Oct. 9, 1849, leaving 
his widow land-poor and finan-
cially stressed. 

Maria Bale is credited with 
bringing the mill back to life by 
replacing the 20-foot waterwheel 
with the current 36-foot overshot 
wheel, installing a conveyor 
system and building a bolting 
and threshing machine in order to 
increase capacity and gain more 
market share. The mill was sold 
by the Bale family in 1860 to 
Ralph Ellis and Edward Ervin.

THE 
B E R G S O N

A Charming Calistoga Inn Where Life Slows Down

The Bergson
www.thebergson.com

1010 Foothill Blvd., Calistoga, CA • 707-942-5755•
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Dancers from local ballet folklorico groups, mariachi bands, Aztec dancers and others will perform at the 
inaugural ‘Fiesta en el Molino Bale’ on Saturday, Sept. 15 from noon to 5 p.m. with free shuttle service 
provided from Bothe Napa Valley State Park to the grist mill due to limited parking.

New fiesta at Bale Grist Mill 
celebrating Hispanic heritage
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W i n e  Va l l e y  P r o p e r t i e s

We are proud to say that for the past 31 years, 
we have been one of the leaders in 
representing Buyers and Sellers in

in Calistoga and the Upper Napa Valley.

Sharon Carone  ~  Brian Durnian  
Darlene Brissard ~ Ziggy Gutierrez   

Dedicated to Friendly, Professional Service

(707) 942-9422
1473C Lincoln Avenue
Calistoga, CA 94515

Visit our web site @ www.calistoga-realty.com

Or receive 10% off any other spa treatment. 

Valid everyday except Saturdays and holiday periods. During 
these times, price with this coupon is $78 per person. 

(707) 942-8000 
WWW.GOLDENHAVEN.COM 

MUD BATH SPECIAL 

MUD BATH for 2 PEOPLE 
at $68 PER PERSON 

(regular non-discounted price is $99 per person)

While there are no 
hard and fast rules 
that says a particu-

lar wine should be served only in 
a particular glass, there are some 
reasons why most varietals or 
blends have steware that match 
their characteristics and help 
wine lovers to enjoy their wines.

How does the shape of a wine 
glass affect the taste of a wine? 
The shape of the wine glass 
affects the temperature, aroma, 
and flavor notes of a wine. 

Because of this, when serv-
ing wine you should pour 
different types of wine in dif-
ferent styles of wine glass. 

Learn more below about why 
wine glass shape matters and 
how to choose the best stem-
ware for your favorite wine.

Decanting
Why decant? Why not? A few 

hours of oxygen exposure can 
bring young, powerful, bold reds 
into peak form. Decanting also 
allows you to separate an older 
wine from its sediment. Taste 
the wine as soon as it is in the 
decanter and wait, wait, and then 
taste it after its been decanted 
for awhile. Taste the difference? 
Patience has its own reward!

Stemless
Stemless stemware is a 

smart option for both reds and 
whites, can be easier to keep a 
hold on and less likely to fall 
over when brushed by a passing 
coat, dog tail, or purse (except 
for the current popular Super 
Purse that acts as a small piece 
of luggage). Also good for cross 
country bocce, can stay up-
right when placed on a granite 
boulder or fallen tree trunk. 
Also useful as a water glass.

Bordeaux Glass 
Since a bordeaux glass 

traps in the aromas, with this 
glass you get both beauty and 
brains. Use it for Calistoga 
cabs, Rhone reds or even a New 

Originally designed for 
Champagne and sparkling wine, 
the coupe was popular dur-
ing the cocktail craze of the 
1930’s. That’s what makes these 

Zealand Savignon Blanc.

Burgandy Glass
The bigger bowl in a bur-

gandy glass is designed to 
unleash the delicate, nuanced 

characteristics of both Chardon-
nay and Pinot Noir. Or just use 
this goblet-like glass to make a 
statement. ‘Tonight, we drink!”

Coupe

Put aside that coffee mug – consider a 
glass when tasting Calistoga’s great wines!

a popular alternative to flutes – 
they’re versatile. Use them for 
any sparkling wine or cocktail.



1250 Lincoln Ave, Calistoga 
(707) 942-4101 Reservations

CALISTOGA INN
R E S T A U R A N T  &  B R E W E R Y

Come and enjoy our famous outdoor patio dining experience

www.calistogainn.com  ❖  info@calistogainn.com

Rosie and son Michael Dunsford, owners
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fun, unique
affordable

1433 lincoln ave, calistoga

By Pat Hampton
Tribune Publisher 

A celedon nineteenth century lidded jar with bronze trimmings, 
native American woven baskets, a large painting by a famous luminous 
moonlight artist that was ‘breathtaking’ were among the treasures 
Calistogans brought to last Spring’s three-hour Art & Antiques Roadshow 
hosted by the Sharpsteen Museum Association.

Kathy Bazzoli said over 120 tickets were purchased by people who 
wanted experts to evaluate everything from tiny porcelin dolls that were 
part of Dave Larsen’s Norwegian family, to large wall tapestries of a 
hunting scene like the one brought in by Lovina restaurant co-owner Jen 
Bennett.

Julie Kaplan used a dolly to wheel in her large 30” x 40” Blakelock 
painting, one that had been in her family for generations but had no 
particular appeal to the current generation. Blakelock’s fame was 
embedded in his dark landscape paintings with oaks, trees and creeks 
illuminated by moonlight.

Without knowing if her hand-painted china bowl was from Prussia or 
Persia, Karen Slusser entertained friends Sonya Spencer and Donna Dill 
by asking for help reading the small print.

People brought in heirlooms and items they “just liked” or bought at 
yard sales and had them evaluated by staff from Oakland-based Clars 
Auction Gallery for possible worth and a suggested selling price if it 
were put up for auction.  

Linda Shaw brought in an eighteenth century bronze French clock 
that was part of the estate of her late mother-in-law, Catherine Lerner, 
who brought it back from a trip to Europe sometime ago.

Clair Peña, fine jewelry evaluator for Clars Auction Gallery,  said 
most of the people she spoke with about their brooches, bracelets, time-
pieces or necklaces weren’t interested in selling their pieces.

“Many of them said they just wanted to know how old it might be 

a n t i q u e s  r o a d s h o w 

What’s in 
your attic?

so they could trace it back to a 
family member who once might 
have owned it,” she said. “They 
were more interested in finding 
out where it came from, how old 
it was, and using it to find family 
connections.”

Remember that funny-looking 
clown painting from great-
grandma that hangs in the back 

bedroom? What about that old 
clock you found at a yard sale? 
Could you be in possession of 
that rare item worth thousands? 
Now is your chance to find out 
on Wednesday, Sept. 19 from 
noon to 3 p.m. at the Sharpsteen 
Museum.

Clars Auction Gallery in 
Oakland has been the leading 

auction gallery in the western 
United States for over 45 years. 
To celebrate its 40th anniversary, 
the Sharpsteen Museum has 
joined forces with Clars to bring 
its second antique style roadshow 
event this year to Calistoga.

Open to members and non-
members alike, Clars Auction 
representatives will be on hand to 
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“Is it from Prussia or Persia?” Karen Slusser brought an antique bowl to last April’s Art & Antiques 
Roadshow at the Sharpsteen Museum for an evaluation but told friends Sonya Spencer (center) and 
Donna Dill the print on the maker’s mark was too small to read.


