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INTER-MOUNTAIN FAIR
& EVENT CENTER

Stay with us April 1-Oct. 31

RV Park at the Fairgrounds

Ride
the

Centennial

Trail

Fireworks light up the 
night skies up and down 
the north valley, while on 
the ground it’s picnics 
and parades everywhere 
you look. Here’s a 
quick rundown of all the 
Independence Day fun:

Redding – The Freedom Festival is the north state’s star attraction. The event 
draws thousands to the large lawn in front of the Civic Auditorium, where they set 
up lawn chairs and wait for the humongous fi reworks show made possible by a 
$90,000 grant from the McConnell Foundation.

Soft drinks, pizza, hot dogs, cotton candy, kettle corn, ice cream and other treats 
are available and a full slate of live entertainment will help folks pass the time until 
the 10 p.m. fi reworks.

Burney – Burney Basin Days is held from July 5 to July 8 but Saturday, July 
7, is the big day with a Chuck Wagon breakfast at the Lions Club, followed by the 
annual Bed Race at 10 a.m. and a Main Street parade at 11. Gates to the Burney 
High football fi eld open at 5 for a night of music, food and family fun, capped off by 
fi reworks at 10.

Weaverville – Professional bull riding takes center stage on June 30, followed 
by a demolition derby and fi reworks on July 3. The popular Independence Day 
Parade steps off at 11:30 a.m. July 4.

Mount Shasta – The wildly popular 2-mile walk/run, a “parade in reverse” 
where participants march past entertainers, steps off at 8:30 a.m. Footraces of 2 
and 5 miles also begin at 8:30. An authentic small-town parade begins at noon and 
a fi reworks show above Lake Siskiyou begins at 9:45. A street fair along Mt. Shasta 
Boulevard will be held on the weekend preceding the Fourth.

Anderson – Anderson Explodes! is the traditional day-before event at the 
Shasta District Fairgrounds in Anderson. Live music with performers lined up 
through the Mosquito Serenade concert series. Fireworks will light up the sky over 
the grandstands beginning at 10 p.m. July 3.

Hayfork – A 3 p.m. concert on Saturday, July 7, followed by racing at the Hayfork 
Speedway and fi reworks at 10 p.m. at the Trinity County Fairgrounds. 

Red Bluff – The fi reworks show ignites at 10 p.m. on the Fourth in Red Bluff 
River Park.

Los Molinos – A parade along Highway 99 precedes the annual Play Day in the 
Park in Mill Creek Park with games, a barbecue, sodas and ice cream.

COUNTY FAIRS (by date)
Glenn County Fair—May 17-20 at the 

Glenn County Fairgrounds in Orland. Visit www.
glenncountyfair.org

Shasta District Fair—June 20-23 at the 
Shasta District Fairgrounds in Anderson. Visit www.
shastadistrictfairandeventcenter.com

Tehama District Fair—July 19-22 at the 
Tehama District Fairgrounds in Red Bluff. Visit 
www.tehamadistrictfair.com 

Lassen County Fair—July 18-22 at the Lassen 
County Fairgrounds in Susanville. Visit www.
lassencountyfair.org

Trinity County Fair—Aug. 9-12 at the 
fairgrounds in Hayfork. Visit www.trinitycountyfair.
com. Features Great Wide Open on Aug. 11 and 
Brandon Pasion on Aug. 10 with Merit Parcel 
opening. 

Siskiyou Golden Fair—Aug. 8-12 at the Siskiyou Golden Fairgrounds in 
Yreka. Highlights include a rodeo on Aug. 11 and a destruction derby on Aug. 12. 
Visit www.sisqfair.com

Modoc County Fair—Aug. 16-19 at the Modoc District Fairgrounds in 
Cedarville. Visit www.modocfair.com

Butte County Fair—Aug. 23-26 at the Butte County Fairgrounds in Gridley. 
Visit www.buttecountyfair.org

Inter-Mountain Fair—Aug. 30-Sept. 3 at the Inter-Mountain Fairgrounds 
in McArthur, celebrating 100 years this Labor Day weekend. Visit www.inter-
mountainfair.com

4th of July Fireworks &4th of July Fireworks &

Folks in the north state don’t fool around when 
it comes to celebrating the Fourth of July...and
they love their summer fairs too
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By Aaron Williams
If Shasta Dam is impressive from far 

away, it’s even more spectacular when 
standing at the bottom of the 602-foot 
high structure. 

And the only way to garner that view 
is by taking the free Shasta Dam Tour.

It’s at the bottom of the dam, in the 
middle of the tour that’s offered daily, 
when you can truly understand what an 
amazing man-made engineering marvel 
sits before you.

“Pictures and video don’t do it 
justice,” said Tami Corn, tour supervisor 
at Shasta Dam. “It’s my favorite spot. 
To look up and see the massive face 
holding back all that water and knowing 
what it took to build it is inspiring.”

During the summer, the heavy 
releases for fl ood control give way to 
water storage and the 18 ports used 
for release on the face of the dam 
are largely silent as water is released 
through penstocks that feed fi ve 
massive generators.

Shasta Dam is the eighth-largest 
dam in the United States. Built between 
1939 and 1945, it holds up to 4.5 million 
acre feet of water vital to making the 
California economy the eighth-largest 
in the world as well as generating 
electricity.

Shasta Dam provided much-needed 
jobs during the Great Depression as 

4,700 workers migrated to tiny cities 
like Summit City, Project City, Toyon, 
Buckeye and Central Valley looking for 
work.

In addition to supplying the fertile 
California heartland with water, the 
dam also is capable of generating 710 
megawatts of electricity from its massive 
fi ve generators. 

Additionally, the dam serves to 

create Shasta Lake, the largest man-
made lake and third-largest body of 
water in California. With more than 365 
miles of shoreline, it is a vacationer’s 
paradise and widely considered the 
houseboating capital of the country. 

A new Visitor Center video was 
produced this past year, Corn said. 
An 80-minute version gives full details 
about Shasta Dam, the Central Valley 
Project and the agriculture it helps 
create. That version will be available for 
purchase, while a 20-minute version will 
be shown in the auditorium.

“We’re also doing two programs in 
the auditorium during the day,” Corn 
said. “One in the morning (10:30 a.m.) 
and one in the afternoon (2:30 p.m.) 
Each program will be about 15 or 20 
minutes and the tour guides will cover 
different topics.”

She said one program might be 
about the animals in the area, while 
another might be something about the 
building of the dam itself, done in a 
powerpoint presentation.

The tour, which is just as much fun 
for locals as it is for visitors, begins with a 
428-foot elevator ride into the guts of the 
still-curing dam. Galleries (or tunnels) 
were built into the 883-foot thick dam 
and are used for navigation and visual 
inspections. Witty and knowledgeable 
guides pepper you with facts, fi gures 

and stories of the dam and its history 
(14 men died during the construction 
and, no, no one is buried in any of 
the 16,900 50-foot blocks of cement.) 
The dam’s galleries are a soothing 65 
degrees and a perfect antidote to the 
north state’s summer heat.

After exiting the dam at the base, 
visitors get a glimpse of the water 
cascading down the dam and into the 
Sacramento River. Wildlife, including 
bald eagles and even river otters, can 
be seen in the area. The tour continues 
to the power plant and the dam’s fi ve 
generators. The power-supplying 
generators are fed by fi ve penstocks 
that feed water through the turbines that 
create the electricity. 

“I’ve been here 18 years and I still 
look at it and say ‘Wow,’ ” Corn said. 

Six tours are conducted daily during 
the summer. Visitors should plan on 
arriving at least 30 minutes prior to their 
tour time as they begin promptly. Tour 
hours are subject to change without 
notice and visitors are encouraged 
to call (530) 275-4463 for the latest 
updated times. Group tours also are 
available. 

Bags of any kind, electronic devices, 
such as iPads, and weapons of any 
kind (including pocket knives) are not 
allowed on the tour. Cameras and cell 
phones are permitted.

PHOTO / Sheri Harral - Bureau of Reclamation

Free Shasta Dam tour 
lets you view the 
structure up close



Abundant waterfalls await visitors to
northern California parks, side roads

Whiskeytown Falls, located in the Whiskeytown National Recreation Area

By Aaron Williams
With no disrespect to 1990s R&B group TLC, if 

chasin’ waterfalls. 
There are enough cascading spillways in far 

Northern California to take you several summers to 
capture them all. Some are easy hikes, some you 
just have to step out of your car, while some, still, 
are full-day treks. All offer a refreshing reprieve 
from summer’s heat and the beauty and majesty of 
the north state’s natural beauty.

WHISKEYTOWN
Whiskeytown National Recreation Area loves its 

waterfalls so much, it dedicates a week to celebrat-

their “waterfall passport.”
Held in April, Whiskeytown Waterfall Week 

fetes the park’s four cascades – Brandy Creek 
Falls, Boulder Creek Falls, Crystal Creek Falls and 
Whiskeytown Falls – by completing their passport 
by creating a colored impression from a plaque 
located at the base of each waterfall.

The jewel of the park’s falls is its namesake, 
Whiskeytown Falls. “Rediscovered” several years 
back by some Park Service workers, Whiskeytown 
Falls is a 220-foot beauty that is worth the 3.4 

the trailhead, turn left on Crystal Creek Road off 
Highway 299 and drive 3.75 miles to the Mill Creek 
Trailhead. 

Boulder Creek Falls is 138-feet high and has 
three cascades tucked into a dark box canyon 
dotted with moss and ferns. Two access points are 
available – one from South Shore Drive and the 
other from Mill Creek Road.

Brandy Creek Falls is a moderate 3-mile 
roundtrip hike with a breathtaking payoff. The falls 
come into view from a bench overlooking the falls, 
but hike on farther to see them up close and in all 
their glory. Turn left at the Brandy Creek Beach 
area entrance and follow the road to the trailhead.

Crystal Creek Falls is the park’s fourth waterfall 
and is a “man-made” waterfall. 

But Whiskeytown isn’t exclusive to waterfall 
love in the north state as there are enough cas-

adventures to see them all.
Some are easy hikes, some you just have to 

step out of your car, while some, still, are full-day 
treks. All offer a refreshing reprieve from sum-
mer’s heat and the beauty and majesty of the north 
state’s natural beauty.

BURNEY FALLS
The king of north state waterfalls has to be 

Burney Falls. Located in McArthur-Burney Falls 
Memorial State Park on Highway 89, Burney Falls 
is a 129-foot cascade of water that’s the center-
piece of the park. 

“There’s no bad time to see the falls,” said 
Marlon Sloan, a park interpretive specialist. “But it 
changes with the seasons. In the winter, the falls 
run stronger, but the pool gets cloudy because of 
sediment. In the summer and fall, it’s all spring 
fed – 100 million gallons per day – and the water is 
amazingly clear.”

You can see the falls from the upper viewing 
area or climb down a paved path to the pool where 
the falls collects and then drifts downstream into 
Lake Britton. President Teddy Roosevelt once 
called Burney Falls the “Eighth Wonder of the 
World,” and you can see for yourself by taking the 
1.3-mile trail that circles the falls.

DUNSMUIR
Mossbrae Falls is a picturesque as Burney Falls 

is brilliant. Located in Dunsmuir, Mossbrae Falls 
spills into the Sacramento River seemingly out of 
the rocks that guard the river. Only 50 feet tall, the 
impressive thing about the falls is its width – nearly 
200 feet. 

“Mossbrae has to be one of my favorites be-
–Please see next page
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cause it’s unique, wide and just comes out of the 
side of the mountain,” said Leon Turnbull, who 
runs the waterfall website waterfallswest.com. “On 

Access issues have plagued Mossbrae Falls 
from being a true must-see site in Northern Cali-

tracks, which lead to the falls. The railroad, citing 

along the tracks to access the falls. Hiking organi-

been working for a solution ever since.

-

a walk-behind cascade that’s a short walk from 

said.  
McCLOUD

short walks.

looks powerful despite its 25-foot high fall. Middle 
Falls is the largest and widest of the three falls. 
It spills about 75 feet down its rock face. You can 
watch the falls from a viewing area or hike down 

the collection pool.

Lower Falls, near the Fowlers Campground, is 

that attracts thrill-seekers to jump into. A rock path 

advisable.
CASTLE CRAGS 

Two amazing falls in far northern Shasta Coun-

falls. 

-
off is spectacular. The falls cascades down several 

falls. 
LASSEN PARK

There are numerous waterfalls inside Las-

mile moderate roundtrip hike, Kings Creek Falls 

-
mit, so access is limited to when the park service 
opens the road. However, the generous snowpack 
this season should have the Kings Creek Falls at 
its rip-roaring best.

EASTERN SHASTA COUNTY

wide pool that’s perfect for cooling off during the 

Hatchet Falls, whose real name is the Lions 
Slide Falls, is a smaller waterfall, but the draw is 

cobble-dammed pool. 
TRINITY COUNTY 

waterfallswest.com’s Turnbull recommends the 

escape into a granite wonderland and tranquil 
paradise.

SISKIYOU COUNTY

with pools throughout. The trail crosses three parts 
of the creek, so plan to get wet or go before the 

Background photo shows Burney Falls located in eastern Shasta County. Inset photos, Middle McCloud Falls, top, and Mossbrae Falls



Root Creek Falls

Kings Creek Falls

Pictured above, Hedge Creek Falls, below left, Shackleford Falls and below right, Canyon Creek Falls

Waterfall Photo Credits: Burney Falls by Scott 
McGuire, Whiskeytown Falls, Hedge Creek Falls, 
Shackleford Falls by Michael Burke, Middle 
McCloud Falls by Adri, Root Creek Falls courtesy 
of Castle Crags State Park, Kings Creek Falls 
courtesy of Lassen Volcanic National Park, 
Canyon Creek Falls by Jeff Morris

TEHAMA & BUTTE COUNTIES
In Tehama County, Turnbull highlights Dead-

horse Falls. 
“This hidden jewel in Lassen National Forest 

is very beautiful waterfall that drops 60 feet on 
small Deadhorse Creek, into a deep and pretty 
little gorge,” Turnbull writes on his website.

In Butte County, he spotlights the many falls 
on Table Mountain in Oroville, namely, Phantom, 
Hollow and Beatson.
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By Aaron Williams

For those with a four-legged friend, 
part of the fun is being able to venture 
out and explore Northern California with 
Rover, Fluffy or Spike.

But, often, the questions arise: 
Where are dogs allowed? Where aren’t 
they allowed?

After all, nothing’s worse than 
traveling an hour or so only to fi nd out 
the trail, park or wherever isn’t dog-
friendly.

The best advice, says Jason Fator, 
Redding-based author of Best Hikes 
with Dogs San Francisco Bay Area and 
Beyond, is to call ahead if you’re unsure.

“When I fi rst started researching for 
the book, I called agency after agency,” 
he said of the process he started in 
2013. 

Fator’s book, as well as a Northern 
California-specifi c one by Linda Mullally, 
are great resources to have when 
mapping out adventures.

Another great resource is the online 
site dogtrekker.com and the dogtrekker 
app.

The Golden State-specifi c website 
has links for each region in California, 
including the Shasta Cascade region. 

Categories under the Shasta Casade 
link include: lodging, dining, wineries/
craft beer, fenced dog parks, parks, 
hikes, water activities, attractions, local 
services and emergency services. 

The Hikes tab, for example, offers 
a list of 66 trails each with a brief 
description about the hike as well as 
directions.

The books by Fator and Mullally offer 
more detailed descriptions of the trails 
as well as a host of other information 
about hiking with your dog, including 
maps with keys to each hike, stories 
about trail hiking etiquette and canine 
fi rst aid.

“There are so many good hikes 
out there,” Fator said, but warned 
that places such as Lassen Volcanic 
National Park and Castle Crags State 
Park were a no-go for Fido. 

“The book lets you know which hikes 
are good to go for dogs and which ones 
you have to either have leash or voice 
control,” Fator said.

He said even if you’re pooch is 
voice-controlled, it’s a good idea to have 
the leash handy in case of unforeseen 
circumstances – after all, you could be 

hiking in bear territory.
“It’s also good to have fi rst-aid gear 

for you and your dog,” Fator said. “If 
they slice their pad, it’s good to have 
something to treat it with.”

He also recommended carrying dog 
booties if you’re in an unfamiliar area or 
one you know has loose or sharp rocks.

Among Fator’s favorite dog-friendly 
hikes are Castle Lake to Heart Lake, 
Water’s Gulch to Packers Bay, Boulder 
Creek Falls in the Whiskeytown National 
Recreation Area and Deadfalls Lake to 
Mt. Eddy outside of Weed.

“Castle to Heart Lake is the hike,” 
he said of the hike just outside of Mount 
Shasta. 

He said the hike isn’t that diffi cult 
for human and canine, and the payoff 
is amazing with Heart Lake’s waters 
framing Mt. Shasta’s grand peak.

Of the Water’s Gulch hike, Fator 
said “It’s really quiet, you hardly ever 
see anyone out there. There’s tons 
of trees and underbrush and it feels 
different from a lot of hikes in Shasta 
County, which are exposed. Plus, when 
the water is up, you can go right down 
the to the water’s edge.”

Getting out of the Redding area, 
Fator raved about the Deadfalls Lake 
hike.

“It travels along the PCT (Pacifi c 
Crest Trail) and is fl at but long and you 
get to these fabulous lakes,” he said. “If 
you’re feeling spunky, you can climb up 
to Mt Eddy. You can make the hike as 
hard as you want it to be.”

And he said Boulder Creek in 
Whiskeytown was hike favorite, but 
there are plenty of trails and treks to 
keep you occupied in the park just west 
of Redding, including Brandy Creek 
Falls, Whiskeytown Falls, Kanaka Peak 
and the Mount Shasta Mine Loop Trail.

And when you’re done on the trails 
and are looking for a good dog-friendly 
place to eat or rest your weary bones, 
the Dog Trekker website has plenty of 
suggestions.

Fator said a lot of places in the 
mountain towns are dog-friendly.

“They realize people into outdoor 
stuff also are into dogs,” he said, but 
again cautioned to call and see if there’s 
outdoor seating.

Bottom line: If you want to roam 
with your four-legged friend, do a little 
research, call ahead and enjoy the 
beauty Northern California has to offer.

HaveHave
dog,dog,
will will 
traveltravel
Resources to fi nd
dog-friendly places 
in the north state
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North state regional attractions abound

PHOTO / Katie Harrington
Designed by architect Santiago Calatrava, the Sundial Bridge in Redding opened in 2004. 

The Cascade Theatre in downtown Redding is an art deco 
movie palace that opened in 1935. It underwent a massive $5 
million restoration and reopened in 2004. Subway Cave

There is so much to do and see 
in the north state—and particularly 
in the outdoors with lakes, rivers, 
mountains and forests all clamoring 
for attention—that it’s a pretty tall 
order just coming up with a list.

Here are some of the regional 
attractions, grouped by county, that 
are worth a look when you’ve got 
some time to spend:

Shasta County
The Sundial Bridge in Redding 

is defi nitely on the must-see list as 
evident by the hundreds of visitors 
daily who check out the brilliant white 
engineering marvel that spans the 
Sacramento River, connecting Turtle 
Bay Exploration Park with the 200-
acre arboretum and the Sacramento 
River Trail system.

Designed by Spanish architect 
Santiago Calatrava, the 700-foot-long 
bridge is highlighted by its 217-foot 
mast that acts as a giant sundial. It 
opened in 2004. 

Turtle Bay Exploration Park is a 
museum complex that interprets the 
relationship between humans and 
nature. It includes a 20-acre botanical 
garden, a natural history and science 
museum, a freshwater aquarium, a 
pair of art galleries and a forest camp.

The Cascade Theatre in 
downtown Redding is an art deco 
movie palace that opened in 1935. 
It underwent a massive $5 million 
restoration and reopened in 2004. 
The 999-seat theater has become a 
popular venue for concerts, plays and 
community events.

The cool blue waters of 
Whiskeytown Lake are even more 
inviting during the summer months, 
but swimming is just one way to 
enjoy the 39,000-acre Whiskeytown 
National Recreation Area. There are 
picnic areas, a marina, 70 miles of 
trails and four waterfalls to explore.

The Shasta State Historic Park, 
a mere six miles west of Redding, tells 
the story of the north state gold rush. 

The Courthouse Museum is packed 
with historical exhibits and California 
artwork, and a row of half-ruined brick 
buildings reminds visitors that Shasta 
was the “Queen City” of the north 
state during the mining heyday. See 
additional information on page 21.

French Gulch is another fun 
spot to get an idea what gold mining 
was like back in the day. Founded by 
French miners in 1849, French Gulch 
at one point featured four saloons, two 
hotels, a post offi ce, two stores and 

an assayer’s offi ce. Today, the French 
Gulch Hotel bed-and-breakfast and 
the E Franck & Company bar are 
great touchstones to the town’s 
colorful past.

In eastern Shasta County, Lassen 
Volcanic National Park is a must-
see attraction. Meadows sprinkled 
with wildfl owers are matched against 
jagged peaks, numerous volcanoes, 
smoking fumaroles and bubbling mud 
pots to bring geology to life. Camping, 
hiking, fi shing and stargazing are just 
some of the adventures that await 
you.

Subway Cave, located 15 miles 
north of Lassen Park, offers another 
glimpse into the volcanic world. It’s a 
self-guided tour of a lava tube that’s 
about a third of a mile in length. Hard 
hats are not required, but sturdy 
shoes and a fl ashlight are. A coat may 

come in handy since the cave stays at 
a cool 46 degrees year-round.

No excursion to the area would 
be complete without a visit to Burney 
Falls, a 129-foot waterfall on Burney 
Creek that President Theodore 
Roosevelt called “the eighth wonder of 
the world.” The falls are located within 
the McArthur-Burney Falls Memorial 
State Park, which is the second oldest 
park in the state system. Camping, 
fi shing, swimming and hiking are just 
some of the recreational options.

A highlight along the northern edge 
of Shasta County is Castle Crags, a 
dramatic rock formation in the upper 
Sacramento River canyon located just 
west of Interstate 5 between Castella 
and Dunsmuir. Castle Crags State 
Park offers swimming and fi shing in 
the Sacramento River, 76 developed 
campsites, 28 miles of hiking trails 
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The Joss House in Weaverville, known as the Temple of the Forest 
Beneath the Clouds, is the oldest continuously used Chinese temple 
in California.

and access to the Castle Crags 
Wilderness.

Trinity County
The J.J. “Jake” Jackson 

Memorial Museum in downtown 
Weaverville is packed with lessons 
on gold mining through the years. 
The museum grounds also include 
a history park where visitors can 
checkout a ditchtender’s cabin, 
blacksmith, tinshop and stamp mill.

A fascinating look into the role 
played by Chinese immigrants in 
early California history is afforded by 
the Weaverville Joss House. The 
Joss House, known as the Temple 
of the Forest Beneath the Clouds, is 
the oldest continuously used Chinese 

temple in California. On display in the 
Taoist temple are art objects, pictures, 
mining tools and weapons used in the 
1854 Tong War.

Siskiyou County
At 14,179 feet, Mt. Shasta 

dominates the scenery in Siskiyou 
County. June and July are the most 
popular months for climbing the 
mountain. Reaching the peak is a 
strenuous task and the assistance 
of a guide is strongly encouraged for 
novice climbers. Shasta Is the second 
highest peak in the Cascades and the 
fi fth-highest mountain in California. 
It’s estimated volume of 85 cubic 
miles makes it the most voluminous 
of the Volcanic Arc. Classifi ed as a 

dormant volcano, geologists expect 
Mt. Shasta’s next eruption to occur 
within the next several hundred years.

Although it pales in comparison 
to neighboring Mt. Shasta, Black 
Butte is still an impressive member 
of the volcano club. Rising up just 
east of Interstate 5, the collection of 
lava domes reaches an elevation of 
6,325 feet. A 2.5-mile trail leads to 
the summit and rewards hikers with 
spectacular views of Mt. Shasta, Mt. 
Eddy and the Klamath Range. 

The city of Dunsmuir is worth 
some investigation. The little alpine 
village is steeped in railroad lore 
and fi lled with interesting shops, fun 
restaurants and a botanical garden 
in the city park. It’s also ground zero 
for anglers eager to try their luck 
on the upper Sacramento River, a 
blue-ribbon trout stream that attracts 
fi shermen from all over.

The panoramic and popular 
Mossbrae Falls are Dunsmuir’s 
pride and joy. Unfortunately they 

are off-limits until a proposed trail is 
completed (due to safety concerns 
with the Union Pacifi c Railroad). 
Hedge Creek Falls, however, are 
worth a look and only require a fi ve-
minute walk on a wooded trail (see 
waterfalls story, page 47).

The Living Memorial Sculpture 
Garden, located on Highway 97, 13 
miles north of Weed, is a moving, 
heartfelt array of striking metal 
sculptures that honor those who 
fought in Vietnam, Korea and World 
War II. It is a place of peace, refl ection, 
reverence and remembrance.

Tehama County
A visit to Red Bluff, the Tehama 

County seat, will let travelers enjoy 
a quintessential downtown. Browse 
the shops and boutiques along the 
600 block of Main Street and then go 
relax at the Cone & Kimball Plaza and 
admire the 75-foot-tall clock tower. 
While downtown, check out the historic 
70-year-old State Theatre, which has 
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been restored to its cinematic glory. 
Visit Gaumer’s Mineral and Mining 
Museum, on Belle Mill Road, for a 
display of beautiful gems and rare 
mineral specimens.

The tiny community of Vina is home 
to the Abbey of New Clairvaux, a 
Trappist monastery and vineyard that 
is well worth a visit. 

The Tehama County city of Corning 
is known as the Olive Capital of the 
World and several farms, including 
Lucero Olive Oil, offer tastings, gifts, 
and occasional harvest celebrations. 

Lassen County
The Ash Creek Wildlife Area, 

located in the heart of Big Valley, is one 
of the most remote, least improved 
and most pristine of all California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife’s 
wildlife areas. The 14,754-acre 
preserve and freshwater wetlands is 
home to pronghorn antelope, sandhill 
cranes, bald eagles and more.

Butte County
Bidwell Mansion State Historic 

Park in Chico is a beautiful, three-
story, 26-room Victorian House 
Museum that stands as a memorial to 
John and Annie Bidwell. 

John Bidwell was known 
throughout California and across 
the nation as an important pioneer, 
farmer, soldier, statesman, politician 
and philanthropist. Annie Ellicott 
Kennedy Bidwell, the daughter of 
a socially prominent, high ranking 
Washington offi cial, was deeply 
religious, and committed to a number 
of moral and social causes. Annie 
was very active in the suffrage and 
prohibition movements.

The Bidwells were married April 16, 
1868 in Washington, D.C. with then 
President Andrew Johnson and future 
President Ulysses S. Grant among 
the guests. Upon arrival in Chico, the 
Bidwells used the Mansion extensively 
for entertainment of friends. Some 
of the guests that visited Bidwell 
Mansion were President Rutherford B. 
Hayes, General William T. Sherman, 
Susan B. Anthony, Frances Willard, 
Governor Stanford and John Muir.

Bidwell Mansion State Historic Park in Chico is a three-story, 26-room 
Victorian House Museum that stands as a memorial to John and 
Annie Bidwell.

PHOTO / State of California

PHOTO / Craig HarringtonAsh Creek Wildlife Area
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By Buddy Fairbanks

The lakes, mountains and forests 
of Northern California offer numerous 
recreational activities, and are also 
home to a variety of wildlife. Whether 
you are camping in one the many area 
campgrounds, kayaking on one the 
area lakes, or out for a day hike, you’re 
bound to come across some kind of 
wildlife.

Bears, deer, bobcats, mountain 
lions, coyotes, foxes, skunks, eagles, 
ospreys, otters and beavers are just a 
few of the species that inhabit the north 
state.

“We’ve got a pretty good variety of 
wildlife here,” said Jennifer Carlson, a 
biologist for the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife’s Shasta Trinity Unit.

Any water source is going to 
attract wildlife. Eagles and ospreys are 
commonly found around the lakes of the 
north state, as fi sh are one of their food 
sources.

Lions? (just mountain) and 
Tigers? (nope) ... and Bears? (bingo) 

Oh my! Be bear aware
Black bears are not an uncommon 

site around the north state. Sometimes 
they can be spotted near the more 
urban areas of Redding, but generally 
they can be seen around the lakes, 
Shasta in particular.

“A lot of folks that camp around 
Shasta Lake will see bears,” Carlson 
said. “That’s kind of a hot spot.”

Carlson said the resorts sometimes 
tend to attract more bears, because 
anywhere there are a lot of visitors, 
there is a better chance garbage will not 
be secured and that will attract them.

According to Shasta-Trinity National 
Forest pamphlet on mammals, these 
bears range in color from black to 
brown, from cinnamon to golden, with 
a few “black” ones thrown in for good 
measure. 

Because they are omnivorous, 
they will eat just about anything, 
including berries, fi sh, grubs, grass, 
your breakfast bacon and even your 
deodorant. They also eat mice, ground 
squirrels, deer and some livestock. 

According to the Forest Service, 
grizzly bears once roamed the Shasta-
Trinity area, but extensive hunting during 
the Gold Rush and the encroachment of 
civilization drove them to extinction. The 
last grizzly in California was killed in the 
1920s, leaving only the black bear to 
roam the mountains.

Pepe Le Pew and friends
As for those sometimes “stinky” 

critters, there are two species of skunks 
in the north state - spotted and striped. 
Striped skunks can be found just about 
anywhere. They live in the mountains 
and wooded areas as well as in the 
lower elevations and urban areas.

Spotted skunks, on the other hand, 
tend to stay in the higher elevations in 

wooded areas. They are a bit smaller 
than the striped skunks and, according 
to Carlson’s personal experience, the 
scent of the two slightly differs.

“I’ve been sprayed by both, and 
spotted skunks -  their scent glands, 
or their skunk scent - are not as strong 
or as powerful as a striped skunk. So if 
you had to pick between the two to get 
sprayed by, I’d pick the spotted.”

Pacifi c Fisher, Ringtail Cat, 
Mountain Lions and Coyotes

One animal that is a rare sight is 
the Pacifi c fi sher. A member of the 
weasel family that eats small rodents, 
these small animals have an elongated 
body, stubby legs, a long tale, and small 
round ears. 

“They are not too far out of Redding,” 
Carlson said. “Around Shasta Lake, for 
sure. And we’ve had reports of fi shers 
just outside of town near Old Shasta.” 

Carlson said there are also sizable 

populations in Trinity and Humboldt 
counties and a translocated population 
from Trinity and Humbolt Counties was 
placed in Butte County several years 
ago.

They are active early and late in the 
day, and they like to build dens in trees.

The ringtail cat is another animal 
that is not common to see, because 
they are strictly nocturnal. They can be 
found throughout northern California.

According to Carlson, they look like 
a small cat with a long fl uffy ringed tail 
and only weigh a couple pounds.

Another of the north state’s larger 
predators is the mountain lion. 

“Our mountain lion populations 
in general in the north state are very 
healthy,” Carlson said. “We do have 
lions that live in and around Redding in 
the riparian areas along the river. They 
are very secretive. They tend to be 
nocturnal, although we do get reports of 
seeing lions during the day.”

Coyotes can be pretty much seen 
everywhere and will travel in packs or 
by themselves. Carlson said they are 
mostly solitary in the urban areas and 
tend to travel in packs in more remote 
areas.

Wolves return to the north state
Seeing a wolf in the north state is 

unlikely, but these days not impossible. 
Since OR-7, an electronically tracked 
wolf, made headlines by migrating into 
northern California in 2011, there have 
been other wolf sightings. 

Carlson said wolves are making 
their way back down to California from 
Oregon on their own, where the wolf 
populations are doing well.

“Wolves haven’t been here since the 
early 1900s and records indicate that 
(even then) they were never really here 
in super large numbers,” she said last 
year.

Carlson said the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife added 
a wolf biologist to monitor and survey 
for wolves in northern California.

OR-7 eventually migrated back into 
Oregon and formed a pack, but Carlson 
said that in 2016, new wolves were 
spotted.

In early July, 2017, California 
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January through July is the bald eagle nesting season. One 
of the best areas for eagle viewing is on the Pit Arm of Shasta 
Lake. Enjoy them from a distance and respect closure areas.

Black bears come in all colors, 
sometimes even black. Below, 
deer are abundant, including, 
unfortunately, as a hazard on 
many rural north state roads 
Less seen are the larger elk. 

North state home to bears, deer, elk, eagles,
foxes, mountain lions and the return of wolves
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Department of Fish and Wildlife 
biologists reported they had captured 
and fi tted a tracking collar to a female 
gray wolf in Lassen County, and 
confi rmed that the wolf and her mate 
have produced at least three pups this 
year.

While the female’s origins remain 
unknown, CDFW said genetic samples 
obtained from scat indicated the male 
wolf originated from Oregon’s Rogue 
Pack. The famous wolf OR-7 is the 
Rogue Pack’s breeding male.

In early May 2017, partner biologists 
from the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) 
found evidence of wolf presence in 
the Lassen National Forest. CDFW 
biologists began surveying the area and 
planning a capture operation to collar 
one of the animals. 

On June 30, after 12 days of trapping 
attempts, the 75-pound adult female 
gray wolf was captured. After a thorough 
exam by the biologists and a wildlife 
veterinarian – including the collection 
of genetic and other biological samples 
– they said the wolf was collared and 
released.

In May of this year, the San Francisco 
Chronicle reported that Or-7’s offspring 
“are settling in the Golden State, starting 
families and giving every indication that 
the howling canines are here to stay.”

The article said four of OR-
7’s progeny have been detected in 
California this year and last, including 
the leader of the Lassen Pack, which 
has staked out territory in western 
Lassen and Plumas counties, according 
to a recent update on the status of the 
predators by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife.

Oh deer
Not surprisingly, deer are a very 

common sight in the north state and a 
hazard for people driving on rural roads 
at night, but the larger elk are not as 
commonly seen.

According to Carlson, there are 
two herds of elk in Trinity County - in 
Trinity Center and Douglas City. Those 
animals were transplanted in the 1990s 
from Oregon and the populations have 
prospered. 

Small groups have been found in 
and around Hayfork and Cottonwood. 
Carlson said there are a lot of elk in 
Bella Vista and Oak Run, but mostly on 
private property.

“They’re a tough critter to study,” 
Carlson said. “For an animal so big, 
they sure can hide well in the woods.” 

Carlson said they get calls of elk 
sightings from people who are surprised 
to see them. 

“The elk populations are continuing 
to grow,” she said.

…and more, including Sierra 
Nevada Red Fox

Carlson said that Shasta and Trinity 
Counties are pretty similar as far as 
animal habitats are concerned, but 
Lassen has a few unique species.

“There is a very rare species in and 
around Lassen Volcanic National Park 
that you won’t see anywhere else and 
that is the Sierra Nevada Red Fox,” 
Carlson said.

They are such a rare sight that it 
made national news in February when 
CDFW biologists were able to capture 
and collar a male and a female Sierra 

PHOTO / California Department of Fish and Wildlife

Above, in early July of 2017, California Department of Fish and Wildlife biologists reported they had 
captured and fi tted a tracking collar to a female gray wolf in Lassen County, and confi rmed that the wolf 
and her mate had produced at least three pups up untll then. The San Francisco Chronicle reported in May 
of this year that the leader of the Lassen Pack has reportedly staked out territory in western Lassen and 
Plumas counties, according to a recent update on the status of the predators by the California Department 
of Fish and Wildlife.

Nevada Red Fox.
“I have never seen a Sierra Nevada 

Red Fox until we caught one,” Carlson 
said.

The red fox is mostly nocturnal and 
is very small, only 8 to 10 pounds, with 
mostly red hair and a white tip on their 
tail that is their big identifying mark. 

With the help of the radio collars, 
Carlson said they are able to track their 
movements daily and have learned 
that they cover a lot of ground and 
migrate through different elevations 
daily. Carlson said it was previously 
believed that they would stick to the 
lower elevations during the winter, but 
have discovered that is not the case. 
They will migrate between the higher 
and lower elevations even during the 
cold months

Grey foxes, on the other hand, are 
much more common and can be seen 
throughout the north state.

Carlson said there also used to be 
an abundance of porcupines in the 
area, but a lot of them were poisoned.

“Porcupine sightings are very low, 

but we do get sightings in and around 
Lassen Park,” she said.

Bird watchers
More people are becoming 

interested in birding, which includes 
sighting and documenting different bird 
species in a specifi c area.

John Sterling, of Sterling Wildlife 
Biology in Woodland, is an ornithologist 
that travels the world to train birding 
guides.

He said the interest in birding has 
really taken off since he fi rst started 
when he was a kid in the 1970s. He 
said back then, you knew who the other 
birders were in the state. But now there 
are thousands. 

The advancements in technology 
have made birding easier for the novice. 
Digital photography, apps and mobile 
web browsers make identifying birds 
much easier in this day and age, as well 
as tracking databases.

A popular database for tracking bird 
activity is eBird.org. Places like Trinity 
and Shasta counties actually end up on 

the lower part of the list for number of 
bird species, while Humboldt, being a 
coastal area with varying environments, 
is higher on that list.

Having gone to school at CSU 
Humboldt, Sterling has an affi nity for the 
Humboldt area.

“The Humboldt Bay area is one 
of the best spots in the country (for 
birding),” he said, noting it has around 
450 bird species that can be found. A lot 
of those birds are common and easily 
spotted. What birders are really looking 
for are the rare fi nds that happen to be 
migrating through.

“It’s like a treasure hunt,” he said. 
“You don’t know what kind of treasure 
you’re going to fi nd, but you hope you’ll 
fi nd something.”

Sterling said that in the Humboldt 
area, one of his most memorable fi nds 
was an Oriental Greenfi nch, a bird he 
said was commonly found in Siberia.

Trinity County has around 250 
species of birds, about 75 of which 
Sterling said would be rare. He said that 
in Trinity County, some of his memorable 
fi nds were a fl ock of common terns and 
an Arctic tern.

Since birding is something you do 
just about anywhere, the north state, 
with its abundant opportunities for 
outdoor recreation, is as good a place 
as any. All that is needed is a little 
attention. 

“There’s not a time in my life that I’m 
not paying attention to birds,” he said.

For more on these and other wildlife 
in the north state, visit the CDFW website 
at www.wildlife.ca.gov, the U.S. Forest 
Service website www.fs.fed.us where 
you can work your way to local areas, 
such as the Shasta-Trinity and Lassen 
national forests, or search online for any 
of the state and national park service 
websites including Lassen Volcanic 
National Park, Whiskeytown National 
Recreation Area, and McArthur-Burney 
Falls Memorial State Park.

The rare Sierra Nevada Red Fox can sometimes be found in and 
around Lassen Volcanic National Park.

PHOTO / Keith Slausen USFS/PSW
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By Jon Lewis

The north state truly is a fi sherman’s 
paradise and anglers are usually within 
an hour’s drive of a chance to hook 
into some spotted bass, rainbow trout, 
catfi sh, salmon, steelhead, kokanee, 
crappie, shad, striped bass and even 
sturgeon.

Respectable levels of rain over the 
winter has made every north state body 
of water, from the massive (and full-
to-the-brim) Shasta Lake to the most 
delicate of creeks, primed and ready to 
be fi shed.

Here are a few places to go and 
techniques to use:

Trinity Lake
This campground-lined beauty in 

the middle of forested Trinity County is 
ready to welcome the summer season. 

Smallmouth bass can be located at its 
northern end, with tube baits like Gitzits, 
plastic worms and crankbaits all proving 
to be popular. Some landlocked king 
salmon are showing up for those trolling 
with downriggers at 40 feet and trout are 
being caught at the mouths of Stuart’s 
Fork and Swift Creek. 

Spinners and spoons are the tools of 
choice for trout, with copper color when 
the sun is on the water and silver during 
the early morning. Trollers report some 
luck with Vampire Rapalas and Brad’s 
Wee Wigglers.

Lewiston Lake
Rapalas in the vampire color are 

effective on Lewiston Lake when they 
are back-trolled through the moving 
water. Drifting nightcrawlers and salmon 
eggs through the current, which will be 
present most of the summer as water 

moves through the lake on its way to 
the river, can produce a nice stringer of 
14-inch rainbows. Avoid using weight to 
keep the bait out of the moss on the lake 
bottom.

Fishing from the shore is not quite 
as productive but casting a ¼-ounce 
Krocodile into the current with a slow 
retrieve can yield a limit with any luck at 
all.

Trinity River
The spring salmon should begin 

showing up by the end of June. The 
Trinity River salmon season runs from 
Sept. 1 through Dec. 31 with a  daily bag 
limit of two salmon with no more than one 
over 22 inches in length. The possession 
limit is six with no more than three over 
22 inches.

Steelhead—the star attraction on the 
Trinity—usually begin arriving in decent 
numbers in mid-August and by October 
the river is chock full of the sea-run 
battlers. Unfortunately, the river is also 
full of anglers by that point. Some of 
that pressure can be avoided by fi shing 
further downstream in the areas of 
Hawkins Bar and Willow Creek.

Shasta Lake
Fishing on the lake is at its best 

during late spring and into the start of 
summer. Both trout and bass are near 
the water’s surface by the middle of May, 
and for bass, anglers usually do well 
with Senkos and similar plastic worms, 
top-water baits like the Zara Spook and 
tubes like the Gitzit and Strike King.

The cooler surface water should 
last into late June, and during that time 
trout are busy feeding near the surface. 
For the rainbows, it’s hard to go wrong 
with tossing out a nightcrawler or some 
Powerbait.

During the dog days of summer, the 
warm water slows down the bass bite so 
anglers are advised to fi sh during the late 
evening, using jigs, spinnerbaits and top-
water baits. Trout tend to go deep during 
the summer months and anglers will 
most likely need a downrigger to get their 
lures and blades down 40 feet or more.

For anglers on the shore, it’s hard 
to go wrong with live bait like minnows, 
crawdads and nightcrawlers. And don’t 
get too fancy with the rig; maybe add a 
split-shot and let the bait swim around or 
drift with the current.

From a boat, try working around the 
points and next to submerged trees and 
other structure, using super fl ukes (soft 
rubber fi sh-like “twitch” baits), brush hogs 
(which resemble little aquatic creatures) 
and Senkos (weighted plastic worms). 

Eastern Shasta County
The two main rivers in the area, the 

Pit and the McCloud, are fed by snowmelt 
and thanks to some timely spring storms, 
all indications point to both of them being 
fully charged and ready to deliver great 
fi shing well into the summer.

The Intermountain area also benefi ts 
from being perched atop a massive 
aquifer—an underground network of 
lava tubes, reservoirs and springs that 
stretches from the fl anks of Lassen Peak 
to Mt. Shasta and maybe into southern 
Oregon—that feeds Fall River, Hat Creek 
and Burney Creek. 

Even during lean water years, the 
three streams together enjoy a nearly 
constant fl ow of 2,000 cubic feet of water 
per second. That’s enough water to fi ll a 
1,000-acre reservoir four feet deep every 
day.

Trout love that fresh, cool water 
and they should be willing customers 
for fl y fi shers’ dry fl ies and nymphs. 
Bryan Quick, a guide with The Fly Shop 
in Redding, recommends salmon fl y, 
golden stone and yellow sally patterns.

Don’t think that the Intermountain 
area is strictly fl y fi shing country. 
Nightcrawlers have been effective 
producers on Hat Creek, the Pit River 
and Battle Creek Reservoir. Baum Lake, 
which is open for fi shing year-round, is 
as close to a sure thing for anglers. 

Dedicated fl y fi shers are often 
attracted to Fall River and the lower 
stretch of Hat Creek, which are both 
catch-and-release fi sheries. Anglers 
interested in using bait and bringing 
home a stringer of fi sh will enjoy Upper 
Hat Creek as well as Baum and Cassel 
lakes. Other good bets include Burney 
Creek above Burney Falls, the upper 
section of Hat Creek near the town of 
Old Station and Cassel Forebay. In 
addition to rainbow trout, anglers can 
target bluegill, bass, crappie and catfi sh 
in Lake Britton. 

Lower Sacramento River
The Lower Sac is about as close to 

a sure-thing as fl y fi shing can get, but 
conditions change frequently and the 
fl ows and weather will keep anglers 
guessing at times. Nymphing with caddis  
pupas, rubberlegs, egg patterns and 
micro mayfl ies are pretty traditional fi sh-
getters.

Keep in mind the upper stretch of the 
river, from Keswick Dam to the Highway 
44 bridge in Redding, is closed through 
July 31. The four-month closure is 
intended to protect spawning winter-run 
salmon.

Anglers gobble up  
the north state’s abundant  
fi shing  opportunities 

HOOK, 
LINE &
SINKER



With its abundant natural resources, 
the north state is known far and wide as 
a great place to go fi shing, camping and 
hiking.

It’s got a few other activities up its 
sleeve, though, and here’s a list:

Rock Climbing
Castle Crags, the dramatic rock 

formation visible from Interstate 5 
between Castella and Dunsmuir, is a 
favorite destination for rock climbing 
enthusiasts. 

“There’s just so much out there and 
it’s accessible by everyone,” said Farren 
Forcella, an avid climber. 

Lover’s Leap, a formation near Etna 
in Scott Valley, is another hot spot. At 
Lassen Volcanic National Park, the 
cliffs below Eagle Peak draw a lot of 
attention. 

More info: “Mt. Shasta Area Rock 
Climbing – A Climber’s Guide to 
Siskiyou County” by Grover Shipman 
or visit www.shastaguides.com/rock-
climbing/

Disc Golf
There are a variety of courses open 

in the north state and even a pro shop, 
Redding Disc Golf (2610 Bechelli Lane, 
Suite B), to outfi t players of all abilities.

Popular courses include one at 
Enterprise Community Park, 4000 
Victor Ave. in Redding, and another in 
Shasta Lake at 2600 Virginia Ave. Other 
courses can be found in Anderson River 
Park, Lee Fong Park in Weaverville, 
Miner’s Point in Junction City, Red Bluff 
(Dog Island), Shastice Park (Mount 
Shasta) and College of the Siskiyous in 
Weed.

More info: www.reddingdiscgolf.com 
and www.dgcoursereview.com

BMX Bike Racing
Don’t let the bike’s diminutive size 

fool you: BMX (bicycle motocross) is 

a big deal in the north state.
In the city of Shasta Lake, races 

are held on a regular basis at the Nor 
Cal Boomtown BMX track in Margaret 
Polf Park on Shasta Dam Boulevard at 
Sacramento Street.

Races also are held at the Red Rock 
BMX track at 650 Antelope Blvd. in Red 
Bluff. Mike Puckett is the track operator 
and can be reached at (530) 526-3836.

More info: www.usabmx.com/
tracks/0987

Off-Road Motoring
The Chappie-Shasta OHV Area 

offers more than 250 miles of roads that 
are open to motorcyclists, all-terrain 
vehicle drivers and quad runners. 
Visitors to the rolling, brushy hills near 
Shasta Lake will fi nd off-highway vehicle 
riding challenges for all abilities.

Named after former Cong. Eugene 
Chappie, the OHV Area is open year-
round. It is located on the west side of 
Shasta Dam. A campground is available.

More info: www.reddingdirtriders.
com or www.recreation.gov
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The fourth hole at Enterprise 
Park disc golf course.

PHOTO / Buddy Fairbanks
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More things to do around 
the north state in the
GREAT OUTDOORS

Farren Forcella, an avid north 
state climber, shown here 
climbing at Castle Crags, the 
dramatic rock formation visible 
from Interstate 5 between 
Castella and Dunsmuir.
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There are more than a dozen public-
play golf courses within about an hour’s 
drive of the Shasta Lake and Redding 
area, with options ranging from a quick 
jaunt around a 9-hole executive layout to 
an exhilarating tour through lush pines 
and emerald fairways with majestic 
snow-capped Mt. Shasta looming as a 
constant backdrop.

Here’s a quick scouting report on 
what’s available, moving from north to 
south. 

Weed Golf Course
This 9-hole track at 22730 Old 

Edgewood Road offer magnifi cent view, 
plenty of challenges and slick greens. 
Bowles Creek runs through the course 
and you are literally playing in the 
shadow of Mt. Shasta. A new clubhouse 
is the perfect way to relax after a day 
on the links. Call 938-9971 or visit www.
weedgolfcourse.com

Lake Shastina  Golf Resort
The Robert Trent Jones Jr. 

course features 27 holes of the most 
spectacular golf in the north state. An 
18-hole course is challenging, but fair 
and forgiving. And a 9-hole Scottish 
links course is a fun way to deviate from 
the norm. Several of Lake Shastina’s 
holes offer postcard-quality views. 
Located at 5925 Country Club Drive off 
Highway 97 outside Weed, it’s a perfect 
escape from the Redding-area heat in 
the summer. Call 938-3205 or visit www.
lakeshastinagolf.com

Mount Shasta Resort
The only way you wouldn’t realize 

this 18-hole course is snuggled up 
against Mt. Shasta is if you’re lost 
in its unforgiving woods. The tight 
layout requires accuracy, a thoughtful 
approach and shot-making. A truer test 
of golf is hard to fi nd in the north state. 
Right outside of Mount Shasta City at 
1000 Siskiyou Lake Blvd., the resort is 
seconds from Lake Siskiyou. Call 926-
3030 or visit www.mountshastaresort.
com

McCloud Golf Course
The 9-hole course in the old mill town 

to the west of Mount Shasta is a hidden 
gem. At 6,060 for an 18-hole round, 
McCloud is long enough to test your 
mettle, but forgiving enough to allow 
for some creative shot-making. Toss 
in breathtaking views and a wonderful 
pro shop and the Reservoir Café and 
McCloud is a perfect golf outing. Located 
at 1001 Squaw Valley Road, call 964-
2535 or visit www.mccloudgolfclub.com

Fall River Golf and Country Club
It’s a trip to get to the Fall River course. 

It’s more than worth it. Frequently cited 
as a favorite track in the north state, the 
course rolls through pine and juniper 
forests and past abundant lakes. Fall 
River can play long for those who want 
to grip it and rip it – there’s the 643-yard 
par 5 third and the 539-yard par 5 ninth. 
It’s at 42889 Highway 299E, call 336-
5555 or visit www.fallrivergolf.com

The Golf Club at Tierra Oaks
Tierra Oaks has it all. A 

championship-caliber golf course and 
an amazing restaurant. The course 

requires precision and steely nerves 
on the beautifully manicured greens. 
Nestled among the neighborhood, Tierra 
Oaks places a premium on accuracy off 
the tee. Tierra, at 19700 La Crescenta 
Drive, is private but offers reciprocal 
arrangements. Call 275-0795 or visit 
www.tierraoaksgolfclub.com

Trinity Alps Golf Club
The perfect golf escape from the 

searing valley heat, Trinity Alps is a 
challenge and inexpensive day of 
links fun. The nine-hole course was 
revived several years back and places 
a premium accuracy to fi nd its smallish 
greens. Located at 130 Golf Course 
Drive in Weaverville, call 623-6209 or 
visit www.trinityalpsgolfclub.com

Gold Hills Golf Club
A true shot-makers dream, Gold Hills 

winds tightly through the neighborhood, 
making accuracy paramount. The 18-
hole course makes golfers use every 
club in their bag. Differing terrain adds 
to the test. A full-service pro shop and 
range are complemented with a stellar 
restaurant. Located at 1950 Gold Hills 
Drive, call 246-7867 or visit www.
goldhillsgolf.com

Lake Redding Golf Course
This 9-hole course in the middle of 

Redding is perfect for the beginning 
or the advanced player looking to get 
in a quick round. The course offers 
many specials and events, including a 
night golf experience. Located at 1795 
Benton Drive, call 243-1930 or visit 
www.lakereddinggolfcourse.com

Churn Creek Golf Course
The “Divine Nine” offers a challenge 

with a winding course through Churn 
Creek Bottom. You can walk or cart it for 
a round of nine or 18 holes. The driving 
range offers a chance to hone your skills. 
Located at 7335 Churn Creek Road, call 
222-6353. www.ccgagolfredding.com

Anderson Tucker Oaks
While it’s a very forgiving 9-hole 

course, Tucker’s No. 1 hole is certainly 
a good test of golf. The course is 
relatively straight, but forgiving. But 
don’t underestimate its challenge and 
fun. The Sand Trap Restaurant is a great 
place to relax after a round. Located at 
6241 Churn Creek Road, call 365-3350.

Grape Ranch Golf Course
Formerly known as Palo Cedro Golf 

Course, Grape Ranch is a semi-private 
9-hole course with water and sweeping 
views of Lassen Peak over its 3,057-
yard layout. Located at 22499 Golftime 
Road in Palo Cedro, call 547-3012 or 
visit www.graperanchgolfclub.com

The Links at Rolling Hills
The name has changed, but the 

track is still as challenging as ever. 
A quick 45-minute drive to Corning 
is worth the trip to play the John Daly 
Signature course, the former Sevillano 
Links. A true links style course, the 
premium is in fi nding the fairways. The 
casino awaits after the round and stay-
and-play packages are available. Call 
528-4600 or visit www.rollinghillscasino.
com/golf

Feeling the call o’ the links? 
More than a dozen golf course options in the region
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The names of some
of the cities and towns

in Shasta, Siskiyou 
and Trinity Counties

have been enlarged for
easier identifi cation and
should not be viewed 
as an indicator of their

population.





• Photo Contest Display
• Tour of the City
• Taste of the Town 
• State of the City

• Oak-Fired Barbecue
• Live Music 
• Light Show
• Beer & Wine Garden

Also scheduled Sept. 14, 2018...

Featuring an Open House for the New City Plazawww.cityofshastalake.org

GRAPHICS / Nichols, Melburg & Rossetto Architects & Engineers

This ad paid for by City of Shasta Lake Electric Utilties 

Plaza to eventually include a vehicle charging station.

Location! Location!
Located on Interstate 5 & Scenic State Route 151.
The closest city to both Shasta Lake and Shasta Dam. 

•Economic Development Opportunities
•City Owned Utilities (competitive rates)
•Electric Ef  ciency Rebates Available

Think Shasta Lake...
Think Opportunity

Half-mile West of Interstate 5 on Shasta Dam Boulevard (Hwy 151) 
at Grand River Ave., with Chamber of Commerce and Visitors Center, 
bank, grocery store, restaurants and Wintu Cultural Museum nearby.

• FREE CHARGING 
• NEXT TO PARK

Solar Powered
Level 2 Vehicle 
Charger

Featuring an Open House for the New City PlazaFeaturing an Open House of the New City Plaza



• Fishing Boats
• Patio Boats
• 47-ft. Party Cruiser
• Personal Watercraft
• Ski Boats • SkySki
• Wakeboards & Towables
• Stand Up Paddleboards

We’ve Got The Best 
Rental Toys Rental Toys 

on Shasta Lake!on Shasta Lake!
We have tournament ski boats with wakeboard
towers, open bow ski boats, 3 person PWCs, 
Hyperlite wakeboards, kneeboards, water skis and, 
for the very adventurous, the “SkySki.” If it fl oats or 
you can pull it behind a boat, we probably have it for 
your enjoyment.

1-800-776-2628
www.lakeshasta.com

Exit #695 off Interstate 5

Come on...Cut loose Come on...Cut loose 
and enjoy yourself !and enjoy yourself !

But we’re more than just great houseboats...

SEVEN DIFFERENT 
HOUSEBOAT MODELS
TO CHOOSE FROM

BB ’’ h jj hB ’’ jjBB ’’ h jj h
We’ve Got It All For You!We’ve Got It All For You!




