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When you hear anti-cannabis
groups complain about the
impacts of legal cultivation,

one concern that is often expressed
is the impact on natural resources
and the environment caused by
growing cannabis. But how signifi-
cant are those impacts, and what do
they consist of? The answer is, it’s
hard to say. 

The research on impacts is limit-
ed and has been done almost exclu-
sively on illegal grows. The fact they
were illegal limited funding for
research, limited what grows could
be studied and creates significant
questions as to whether the research
findings can be predictive of the
impacts from legal operations.

Sonoma County cannabis ordi-
nances for legal cultivation have a
strong environmental protection
component, including pages of regu-
lations about water and watersheds
alone. 

But are they enough? Research
into environmental impacts of legal
operations are in their infancy, so it
may take time and research to deter-
mine best practices.

Cannabis and
the environment

By E.I. Hillin
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It’s no secret that people in
Sonoma County were growing
cannabis before the January 1

legalization took place. Now, those
who want to cultivate for profit can
do so legally, but for most cannabis
growers, coming out into the light
can be a risky move.

“We came out to be compliant,
but when we do we get hit over the
head,” said cannabis farmer Tatum
Trantham. 

Trantham is one of three business
partners of Sonoma Reserve, Inc., a
cannabis farm in the Palmer Creek
area. He said their goal is to be the
number one cannabis cultivator in
the county that is fully compliant
with the law.

“It’s been tough because of clarifi-
cation and because of opposition,”
said Vasco de Mello, Sonoma
Reserve, Inc. chief executive officer. 

De Mello said the team has been
working with the county to make
sure they follow all regulations. The
process has taken more than a year
and cost $800,000 to $900,000 in prop-
erty acquisition and permits. None
of the partners say they have seen a
profit in return. 

“We are struggling to survive

Trapped in conception
Small growers find it

challenging to step out of

the dark in an industry that wants to be seen as green, what are

the real impacts? The answer is, no one knows for sure.
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farmer — It’s an ever-changing landscape for cannabis cultivators in Sonoma
County, and maintaining compliance can be an expensive and challenging ven-
ture, says cannabis grower David Drips.

DebriS — Irrigation lines removed
from an illegal grow in an open space
and parks area. While damage from
illegal operations is more obvious,
much more research is needed to
determine environmental impacts from
legal grows.
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The women involved in the
cannabis industry have built
an infrastructure of support

around them.
From the now disbanded Sonoma

County Women Grow chapter to the
Women’s Cannabis Business
Development (WCBD) to
WEmpowered, the cannabis indus-
try in Sonoma County has a strong
female backbone.

“I think it’s really exciting,
because it’s a new industry, there’s
not that glass ceiling, there’s not
that good ol’ boys club,” said
Shannon Hattan, co-founder and
CEO of Fiddler’s Greens and co-
founder of WCBD. “We’re able to
define this industry the way we want
to right now and, if you can get
through the regulations and if you
can find the money, there’s really no
limit to what people can do in this
industry.”

Many of the women who are
involved in the local cannabis indus-
try have used this as an opportunity
to develop their businesses and to
promote educational pathways for
those who may be interested in
cannabis.

“There’s been more opportunity
for women to come out, there’s less
gender bias because it’s a new indus-

try (and) there’s also a lot of media
that helps promote women in the
industry,” said Erin Gore, founder
and president of The Garden Society
and co-founder of WEmpowered.

Gore along with Karli Warner,
who does marketing and communi-
cation for The Garden Society, start-
ed The Garden Society in an effort to
produce products that are geared
more toward women. Both Gore and
Warner were drawn to cannabis
because of stressors in their lives;
they wanted to create products and
host educational sessions for people
who may be dealing with similar
issues.

“We realized that there weren’t

products for women out there … we
really found this need and this
void,” said Gore. “We (set out to) try
to provide education and products
for women to find another tool for
their wellness tool chest.”

In the past, The Garden Society
has also hosted in-home parties for
women to educate them on cannabis
use. The parties don’t involve the
company’s products, but serve as a
way of educating those who may not
have been comfortable with
cannabis use in the past.

Talking to prospective consumers
isn’t the only way women are getting
involved in education. Active groups

like WCBD host educational events
for business owners, growers and
the canni-curious of all genders —
even if their names suggest other-
wise.

“We do a lot of education around
regulation and policy. We have
attorneys who work in the cannabis
industry that come and speak,” said
Nancy Birnbaum, executive director
of WCBD. “With some help I’d like to
see us do bigger events, take advan-
tage of online (technology) and do
webinars.”

According to Hattan, WCBD is a
networking and social group for
those who are in the industry or
thinking about joining the industry.
In the past, their talks and informa-

tional sessions have centered
around health, legislature and busi-
ness cultivation.

While the events have a strong
female presence, Birnbaum noted
that men make up 30 to 40 percent of
their regular informational session
attendees.

For female entrepreneurs in the
business, WEmpowered provides a
resource for women to network and
stay educated about issues prevalent
to their business. “We really work
together as peers to raise each other
up and be successful, to make sure
our businesses thrive in this com-
munity,” noted Gore. “This commu-
nity specifically for women has been
really instrumental in propelling
our success.”

According to Stacy Bryant,
founder of People Need People, a
full-service cannabis staffing compa-
ny that has branches throughout
Sonoma, Mendocino and Humboldt
counties, the cannabis industry has
a “significant amount of women
operating in a leadership role.”

At People Need People, the major-
ity of the staff is female. “We really
have a strong female presence,” said
Bryant. “It’s a nurturing environ-
ment that’s inviting.”

When asked about the role that
women play in the industry, Bryant,
Gore and Hattan all noted that the
strong presence of women has creat-
ed a more nurturing and collabora-
tive environment.

“Without being too stereotypical,”
said Hattan. “The guys were in the

Cannabis is not your average good ol’ boy industry
Women in cannabis are

educators, leaders,

business owners

   

 
  

   
    

        
      

        
      

       
         

        
        
         

           

  

       

   

   

   

        

Your local source for organic 
farm and gardening supplies

� Soil Amendments

� Compost Tea Inputs

� Organic Fertilizers

� Natural Pest & Disease Control

� Beneficial Microbes

� And Much More!

connecTionS — People Need
People founder Stacy Bryant focuses
on helping staff cannabis-focused
companies.

confecTionS — Erin Gore and Karli
Warner hold up the sweets created by
The Garden Society.

TincTureS — Shannon Hattan’s
company Fiddler’s Greens creates
tinctures, balms and pre-rolls.
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