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hard work, dedication, tradition

EL CENTRO - After a surprising 
break from the gate last season, 
the Spartans, with David Pena 
at the helm, put Central football 
back on the map in 2017 going 
10-2 over-all/ 4-1 in league, while 
winning a blow-out playoff quar-
ter final (61-15 over Kearney), 
and recapturing the Bell.

According to Coach Pena, 
the game plan has not changed 
as Central’s core skills returners 
are now one season more mature 
having caught a glimpse of CIF 
post- season action.

“We have a lot of returning 
players, and we have some new 
players coming in that should be 
helping us a lot,” shared Central 
receiver Thadeo Campbell.

The Spartans’ arial assault 
in Deniro Osuna and Thadeo 
Campbell tormented defenses 
throughout IVL and San Diego 

section last season, as Osuna 
completed 176 passes in 12 games 
for 2,713 yards in and Campbell 
caught for 929 yards with an aver-
age reception of 15 yards.

“We just want to take it one 
game at a time,” said Campbell. 
“Eventually, the end goal is to go 
to CIF, but we need to improve 
so that we know that we are mov-
ing in a better direction than last 
year.”

The Spartans will attempt to 
mimic and supersede last year’s 
success by feeding off of the 
experiences learned in 2017.

“It (the last CIF playoff) taught 
us that we do need to get better, 
and we do need to improve as the 
season moves on, and we can’t 
get stagnant in what we’re doing,” 
added Campbell.

Central was one game shy of a 
CIF Championship game appear-
ance last season.

“We’re trying to get back to 

where we were last year in the 
semifinals, and hopefully win this 
time,” stressed Osuna.

The Spartans will have a big 
target on their backs this season, 
considering they are no longer 
under the radar.

This year the Spartans will 
sport the red outline on their uni-
forms similar to the Cal Jones era 
color scheme.

“Central has been around a 
long time, and it’s like playing 
for something bigger than your-
self; we gotta play with our hearts 
on this field,” answered Campbell 
about any added pressure coming 
into this season after last year’s 
strong performance.

“We’re gonna take it one play 
and one game at a time. I tell 
my team, let’s play within our-
selves and that you don’t rise to 
the occasion, you revert to your 
preparation prior to the game,” 
Pena said.

BRAWLEY - Hard work, dedication, 
and tradition. The old Brawley football 
saying has so much meaning behind it, 
especially this season as a veteran group 
of seniors, a hard-nosed core, armed 
with the biggest motivation possible 
in Valley football, are set to embark 
on what will likely be one of the most 
talked about football seasons in Braw-
ley history. 

Another football season approaches 
at peak optimism in the football-crazed 
town of just over 25,000 population, 
as this season’s group begin a quest to 
earn back what was in their possession 
for eight seasons -- the coveted Victory 
Bell. The Wildcats lost it last fall to the 
Spartans of Central High at Cal Jones 
Field.

The Wildcats are also looking to 
rebound from last year’s season that 
saw them miss the CIF San Diego 
Section Division II playoffs for the first 
time since their move into San Diego 
Section.

Brawley has also been moved to 
CIF San Diego Section Division III 
after spending the last five years at 
Division II. It is the first time they have 
been moved since the inception of the 
ranking based divisions. 

“I think our goals are always the 
same, and the things that we’re look-
ing forward to. We want to win in the 
offseason, win in the preseason, league 
season and then go as far as we can in 
the playoffs,” said Head Coach Jon 
Self of the goals for this season for the 
Wildcats. 

Led offensively by senior four-star 
athlete Casey Kline at quarterback, the 

Wildcats will look to Kline’s experi-
ence and decision making skills to pro-
vide the spark on offense.

Ranked as a top 300 athlete in the 
nation, the word “athlete” couldn’t be 
more fitting as Kline has found him-
self contributing in multiple facets of 
the offense last year having passed for 
four touchdowns, rushed for rushed for 
three, and caught two. At the same time, 
Kline anchored the Wildcat defense 
starting at outside linebacker for the 
Wildcats all season.

Also added to the mix will be for-
mer 9190s Wildcat running-back stand-
out Brandin Young who will be on the 
Brawley sideline as offensive coordina-
tor this season.

“I think the kids are excited about 
what we’re doing. We’re still going to 
have a good running game, with a little 
more balance in our passing game,” 
said Self. 

Returning at fullback will be 
Michael Moreno who led the Imperial 
Valley in regular season rushing yards 
with 1,679 yards on the ground. The 
210-pound senior will look to pound 
his way to another successful rushing. 

Leading the way for Moreno will be 
an offensive line coming into the season  
averaging nearly 250 pounds, and are 
over six feet tall and have a wealth of 
experience.

In the trenches will be seniors Ricky 
Avila, Henry Thomas, and twins Jaxon 
and Hayden Ray. Returning in the back-
field, along with Moreno, will be tal-
ented juniors Damien Reyes and Blake 
Krigbaum along with senior speedster 
Nathan Godinez, who also serves as a 
kick returner. 

“Our new offensive coordinators 

have done a great job. We’re learning 
everything pretty quickly,” Moreno said 
of this season’s offensive preparations. 

“We’re looking good out there, 
and we’re excited to see how the sea-
son goes,” added Moreno in looking 
towards the first game of the season. 

Defensively, senior Reyes Lizarraga 
is returning at free safety and he will 
look to utilize his speed in coverages 
alongside Damien Reyes at strong 
safety. Linebackers Klein and Moreno 
will provide the introduction to the sec-
ond level for opponents past the line of 
scrimmage.  

“I feel we have a good returning 
Varsity starting defense and offense 
that’s coming around,” said Lizarraga 
of his fellow seniors and returning 
teammates. 

Defensive linemen include seniors 
Alex Escobar, Westin Hale, and 
Deontay Bell, with Thomas pulling 
double duty for the Wildcats as a defen-
sive lineman as well. There may also be 
some depth at the position with players 
from last year’s 9-1 ranked JV squad 
working for playing time this season. 

“We’ve got some starters coming 
back, so the learning curve is not as 
much as it’s been the past few years,” 
said Self of this year’s returning Varsity 
squad. 

2018 Brawley football has the local 
hype of a must-see event, with the 
athletes prepared to perform, coaches 
ready to make their calls, and the thou-
sands of Brawley hopefuls in the stands 
cheering -- the bright lights will be set 
on the hundred-yard stage that is Warne 
Field on Friday nights. 

“We want to win the league cham-
pionship, win the Bell Game as part of 

winning the league championship, and 
set ourselves for the best position we 
can get in the playoffs,” Self said.

By Gus Garcia

IMPERIAL - With the 2018 football 
season quickly approaching, it’s been 
a fast grind for the Tigers of Imperial 
High School with the season starting 
a week earlier than usual. And with 
so many new faces making their way 
to the Varsity football level, quick 
reflexes while learning on the job will 
be key for the Tigers in 2018, espe-
cially earlier in the season. 

“There’s a lot of work that needs 
to be done, but again, the young men 
are working hard,” said Coach Kerry 
Legarra in the team’s first practice 
week. 

With the minimal amount of time 
to install the sets and formations for this 
season, the Tigers are looking to utilize 
their youth since this year’s squad has 
only ten returning Varsity athletes.

Senior standout Santiago De La 
Torre will bring his Varsity experience 
and leadership to the front lines this 
year. De La Torre has been a part of 
the Varsity squad since his breakout 
sophomore season, leading the Tigers 
in receiving categories over the last two 
seasons. 

“I want to do better than I did last 

year, and help our team be the best it 
can be,” said De La Torre of his per-
sonal goals this season. 

Over the last two seasons, De La 
Torre has been a staple in the Tigers 
offense as a playmaker every time 
he has touched the ball, totaling over 
1,300 yards and 16 touchdowns since 
his sophomore season. He has also 
served as field goal kicker, and will see 
time working at the safety position on 
defense.  

“We’re going to take every game 
one at a time, (and) hopefully set a tone 
going into league and then go to CIF 
(playoffs),” said De La Torre looking 
towards the season. 

On the line of scrimmage, senior 
Eric Jauregui hopes to do the same as 
the 6’3”, 250-pound guard will anchor 
a young offensive line as well.

In the backfield, junior Joey Ramos 
will be at split back as both a rushing 
and receiving threat, with senior Nathan 
Hart and junior Sergio Serrano looking 
to move the ball on the ground. 

Defensively, the Tigers will feature 
some new faces along with some famil-
iar ones from the offensive side of the 
ball as senior cornerback Preston Roben 
aims to lock down opposing passing 

attacks with Serrano providing cover-
age at the middle linebacker position. 

Nathan Hart will be patrolling the 
secondary to add to his interception 
totals over the last few years. Along 
with Nathan will be Manuel Quintero 
and James Ponce who will alternate at 
the safety position. Both will be making 
their Varsity debut with Ponce playing 
JV last season and Quintero sidelined 
due to injury last year. 

“I’m just blessed to be here practic-
ing, and for this opportunity, because I 
didn’t have it last year,” said Quintero 
of his thoughts heading into the season. 

Along with this year’s IVL season, 
which is looking to be as competitive 
as it has ever been in recent memory, 
there will also be a new rivalry game 
to look forward to for the Tigers. 
They will square off in a week two 
matchup against the Holtville High 
School Vikings. This game could be 
a rekindling of the two schools’ foot-
ball rivalry tradition that ended when 
Imperial moved to IVL after the 2008 
season.  

“Each day we are grinding to get 
better, and we’re going to continue to 
do so,” said Legarra of preparations 
going into the season.

tiigers look to tackle ivl prey

WE ARE SPARTA!!


