
Girls teams 
have best 
shot at  
NCS spots
Don’t get confused. This 

week’s basketball play-
offs are not THE basket-

ball playoffs. The real playoffs 
won’t begin until next week 
when the North Coast Section 
Tournament begins. This week’s 
league playoffs pair the top four 
finishers in each league in a 
single-elimination affair culmi-
nating in championship games 
at Santa Rosa Junior College on 
Friday for the Sonoma County 
League and Saturday for the 
North Bay League.

I’ve long debated the merits 
of  these playoffs. Right now, I 
believe their benefit outweigh 
the negatives, but I’ve changed 
my mind on the subject before. 
They don’t mean a lot in the 
overall scheme of  things. They 
are exciting and offer an oppor-
tunity for teams to earn a small 
trophy and a lot of  pride points.

But, winning the league tour-
nament is way down on most 
teams’ priority list. The ulti-
mate goal is to win the North 
Coast Section championship. 
Right behind that is winning a 
league championship. Anything 
else is gravy on the roast beef.

It means a great deal just to get 
into the NCS tournament, and 
once at the dance you want to 
waltz at least once with victory.

Neither the Petaluma nor the 
Casa Grande boys have too much 
hope for an NCS invitation. Since 
it takes a break-even record 
overall, in league or against divi-
sion foes to qualify, Casa Grande 
at 9-17 overall and 5-9 in the NBL 
is out. Petaluma qualifies with a 
6-6 SCL record, but at 12-14 over-
all is ranked just 19th overall 
with the top 16 making up the 
tournament field in the North 
Coast Section Division 2.

If  the St. Vincent boys can 
split their final two North Cen-
tral League II games against 
Roseland University Prep and 
Credo this week, they would be 
NCS eligible with an 8-8 league 
record. However, their chanc-
es of  being invited to join a 
super-loaded Division 5 field are 
less than slim. They are ranked 
No. 24 in the division.

Things are brighter for area 
girls teams. Petaluma and 
Casa Grande look to be in the 
tournament, although both will 
probably get a very low seed. 
St. Vincent is on the bubble, 
and needs wins in its final two 
games this week to have a shot.

The Lady Gauchos slipped as 
the season closed, losing their 
last three games and their last 
four North Bay League games. 
Still, they finished the regular 
season at 14-12 and 6-8 in the 
NBL. They also played a loaded 
pre-league schedule, and the 
NBL this year had some very 
talented teams. Casa’s strength 
of  schedule was among the tops 
in its division.

As a result, Casa is ranked 
No. 9 in the NCS Division 2, two 
spots above Sonoma County 
League champion Petaluma.

The T-Girls, despite an im-
pressive 21-5 overall record and 
an undefeated 12-0 SCL season, 
are ranked No. 11, good enough 
to assure them a spot in the 
tournament, but maybe not a 
first-round home game that usu-
ally goes to a league champion.

St. Vincent, winner of five of  
its last six games, is 10-10 on the 
season and 9-5 in the North Cen-
tral League II, with games this 
week against Roseland Universi-
ty Prep and Credo, both at home.

The Lady Mustangs are ranked 
No. 18 in the NCS Division 5.

Theoretically, anything can 
happen when the NCS selection 
committee meets. Realistically, 
it is always the numbers that 
speak the loudest.

(Contact John Jackson at 
johnie.jackson@arguscourier.
com)

Petaluma rallies to beat Analy

After leading most the way, 
the Petaluma T-Girls were 
pushed to rally a couple of  
times in the late going to hold 
off visiting Analy, 55-44, to move 
into the finals of  the Sonoma 
County League post-season 
tournament on Tuesday. The 
14th consecutive win by the 
T-Girls marked the third time 
that they have gotten past their 
aggressive rivals from Sebasto-
pol this season.

Analy didn’t make things 
easy for the T-Girls as it ran off 
nine unanswered points after 
trailing at intermission. A full-
court, player-to-player press 
forced four Petaluma turn-
overs, and a couple to timeout 
calls by coach Jon Ratshin. It 
was as close as the Lady Tigers 
could get until the final period, 
when they took advantage of  
mistakes made by Petaluma 
reserves.

The T-Girls dominated the 
glass from the outset, and led, 
32-17, after two periods. Center 
Jaden Krist pulled down 11 
rebounds in the first two peri-
ods while blocking three shots 
by the quick-triggered Tigers. 
A couple of  3-point bombs by 
Kaleigh Pate and another by 
Kassidy Bacon, coming off the 
bench, helped Petaluma take a 
seemingly stress-free lead into 

the locker room.
Analy spent most of  the  

night quickly challenging the 
T-Girls defense by hoisting up 
shots from every angle, but 
many did not draw iron. The 
first Tiger to touch the ball 
past half  court was usually 
the designated shooter. Julie 
Ambrose, averaging 6.1 points 

per game, had seven points in 
the first half.

Ratshin and the T-Girls got 
a big shot in the arm at the 
4-minute mark when Sheriene 
Arikat came into the game and 
knocked in 12 points before 
halftime. Arikat was especially 
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T-Girls in control most of 
the way, get pushed a bit 
during victory over Tigers

See SCL, B2

Wrestlers 
get ready 
for league 
tourneys

The high school wrestling 
season comes to a climax Sat-
urday with championship tour-
naments for both the North Bay 
and Sonoma County leagues.

The SCL championships will 
be at Healdsburg with Petaluma 
going into the match with the 
upper hand for the league title 
after battling through the dual 
season undefeated.

The NBL tournament will be 
at Montgomery, with Windsor 
the favorite after beating Casa 
Grande, 58-21, last week.

At stake are not only team 
championships, but spots in the 
North Coast Section champi-
onships coming up Feb. 23-24 
at James Logan High School in 
Union City.

Girls NCS
Three area girls qualified 

for the state meet in the North 
Coast Section championships.

Petaluma High’s Brooklyn 
Shattuck finished third at 101 
pounds to qualify for the state 
meet.

Two Casa Grande wres-
tlers finished second, Brigette 
Mihalca and Lillian McCoy, 

See Wrestling, B6

A hoops crown for T-Girls
Petaluma girls exceed expectations with championship season in SCL

The Petaluma High School girls 
basketball team mixed a dash of  
senior leadership with a cup of  

good health, added a pinch of  youthful 
enthusiasm and mixed all with hard 
work to cook up a championship season.

The T-Girls’ Sonoma County League 
championship season was their first 
since 2013, and their undefeated (12-0) 
SCL record (21-5 overall) exceeded even 
their own expectations.

“When I was a freshman I never 
would have thought we could have come 
this far,” said Nichole Costa, one of  just 
three seniors on the champions’ roster.

“The championship means a lot,” said 
junior Jaden Krist, who led the team in 
scoring and rebounding. “It took a lot of  
work to get here.”

Sophomore Sherlene Arikat, who 
started the season just hopeful of  mak-
ing the varsity team and ended up only a 
couple of  points behind Krist in scoring, 
is still having a tough time grasping the 
success of  her first varsity season.

“It’s amazing,” she said. “It (a cham-
pionship season) has always been my 
dream. I can’t believe we won the cham-
pionship.”

The championship didn’t just happen.
“The girls worked hard,” said Peta-

luma coach John Ratshin, in just his 
second year as T-Girl coach. “We learned 
from our mistakes so we didn’t keep 

making them again and again.”
It also helped that many of  the players 

were returning from last season.
“We were able to pretty much hit it 

rolling this year,” the coach observed. 
“We were playing better even in some of  

our early losses.”
Although the T-Girls came out of  

league unscathed, it wasn’t easy. There 
was an overtime game at Healdsburg 
where they won, 40-36; a tough game 
against Analy the first time around the 
league schedule that they pulled out, 
60-52; a game at home against Piner 
they almost blew before holding on for 
a  43-42 decision, and the title-clinching 
game at home against Analy where they 
prevailed, 47-43.

Although they have a sparkling 21-5 
overall record, all five losses came early, 
and they were not the overall SCL title 
favorite with an 8-5 mark going into 
league play.

One of  the favorites was Healds-
burg, and the T-Girls made a statement 
in their first league contest, beating 
Healdsburg, 40-36, in the overtime game.

That set the tone for a scrappy league 
season. Whether they played well, or 
not-so-well, the Petalumans always 
found a way to win.

A key to their success was a smoth-
ering defense that allowed them to stay 
close even when shots weren’t dropping.

“There is nothing magical about our 
defense. It is a matter of  understanding 
what we’re looking for, trusting our 
teammates and getting after it,” the 
coach said.

A trademark of  Ratshin’s squads has 
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See T-Girls, B6
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Coach John Ratshin addresses Petaluma T-Girls before they defeat Piner in one of their 12 straight Sonoma County League wins.
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Senior Courtney Temple cuts down the net 
after T-Girls’ Senior Night win over Piner. 
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Petaluma’s Sheriene Arikat goes hard to the basket. Arikat came off the 
bench to score 19 points in Petaluma’s 55-44 win over Analy. 


