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effective around the 
baseline when she bene-
fitted from strong assists 
made by Krist and Pate.

The Tigers turned to 
a zone press in the third 
stanza, and it worked. 
Ratshin urged his team 
to stay composed with 
each time out, and 
finally a couple of  bank 
shots by Krist settled 
things down. Arikat and 
Angelina Scaccalosi 
chipped in with shots 
from distance.

Analy chiseled away at 
the lead in the final sec-
onds, with seven points 
coming on turnovers by 
less experienced T-girl 
players. A basket by 
Claire Brown of  Analy 
cut the margin to 50-44.

“Composure,” barked 
Ratshin as he re-entered 
his starters, who imme-
diately settled things 
down.

Arikat led all scorers 

with 19 points, while 
Krist played with poise 
in the paint, and tossed 
in 10 along with pulling 
down 14 rebounds.

Ambrose had 14 points 
for the visiting Tigers.

Petaluma improved to 
23-5 for the season after 
a perfect 12-0 in the SCL. 
Analy slid to 13-15.

Petaluma will play 
Sonoma Valley at 6 p.m. 
on Friday in the Santa 
Rosa Junior College 
gym for the tourney 
title. It will be the final 
SCL tournament as the 
league will be recon-
figured next season. 
Sonoma Valley upset 
Healdsburg, 30-27.

A third win over the 
same foe is always dif-
ficult as Ratshin noted, 
“It will be a grind-it-out 
defensive battle.” Petalu-
ma won the last meeting 
between the two teams, 
25-18.

SCL Continued from B1

Hustle not enough as Trojan troubles continue

The Petaluma High 
School boys basketball 
Trojans played hard in 
their final home ap-
pearance of  the season 
Wednesday night. But 
they did not play very 
well.

It wasn’t a lack of  effort 
so much as it was a lack 
of  accurate shooting and 
consistent defense that 
cost the Trojans in a 62-46 
loss to Analy.

With a huge student 
rooting section ready to 
salute the Trojan seniors 
and celebrate their suc-
cess, Petaluma stumbled 
for the fourth consecutive 
time, dropping from title 
contender to a marginal 
North Coast Section play-
off participant.

Petaluma is on the 
bubble for a NCS playoff 
berth. With 16 teams invit-
ed to the dance, Petaluma 
is currently ranked 18th in 
Division 2.

Petaluma’s defense kept 
it solvent through the first 
quarter and cautiously op-
timistic through the first 
half, but the best efforts 
of  its enthusiastic sup-
port system were in vain 
through a raggedly played 
second half.

Petaluma simply could 
not get the basketball to 
drop through the hoop de-
spite several good oppor-
tunities in the initial half. 
The Trojans made just 
four baskets in the entire 
first half. Three of  those 
were from behind the 
arc, with Jack Anderson, 
Robbie Isetta and Kenny 
Alexander all hitting 
bombs.

Mostly, however, Petalu-
ma managed to stay in its 
own gym with determina-
tion and defense.

The Trojans reached 
the first break trailing 
just 8-7. Analy went on a 
nine-point run to open the 
second quarter, and by the 
midpoint was on top, 29-16.

Things looked briefly 
brighter when Anderson 
connected on another trey 

to open the second half, 
but in their next posses-
sion, the Trojans had five 
tries from in close, and 
came away with zilch. 
They never recovered.

Brendan O’Neill, play-
ing at his usual furious 
pace to the very end, 
sparked a brief  Petaluma 
surge at the outset of  the 
fourth period, but the Tro-
jans could move no closer 
than 17.

The game’s conclusion 
was a tiresome four min-
utes of  fouls and fumbles. 
Although Petaluma fans 
found shouting reasons in 
Teddy Critchett’s 3-point-
er and a basket and free 
throw from Zack Clark.

Anderson finished with 
12 points to lead Petaluma, 
while Devin Gottschall, 
O’Neill and Justin Wolbert 
each scored seven.

Guard JJ Fain hit 
three big treys for Analy, 
leading the Tigers with 21 
points. Quinn Vermeulan 
added 14, mostly on pene-
trating drives, and Cason 
Roberts scored 13, hitting 
6-of-6 from the foul line.

Before the game, Pet-
aluma honored seniors 
Whitaker Ellis, Anderson, 
O’Neill, Critchett, Wol-
bert, Trey Davis, Robert 
Holmes and Gottschall.

Loss at Healdsburg
Petaluma concluded it 

regular season with a 48-
38 loss at Healdsburg on 
Friday.

Petaluma trailed the 
Sonoma County League 
champions just 21-18at 
the half  but could not stay 
with the home Hounds 
over the final two periods.

O’Neil led Petaluma 
with 16 points. 

Petaluma finishes the 
regular season with a 12-
14 overall record and 6-6 
in Sonoma County League 
play.

The Trojans were to 
play the first round of  
the SCL Tournament 
Wednesday at Healdsburg. 
Results of  that game were 
not available at press 
time.

Petaluma boys drop 62-46 decision to 
Analy in final home game of season
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Petaluma was squeezed by an agressive Analy defense and lost on Senior Night, 62-46. 

St. Vincent 
wins wild one 
on home court

St. Vincent exploded for 
29 points in a wild second 
period, and the Mustangs 
held on for an 80-68 win 
over Upper Lake at DeCar-
li Gym last week.

The Mustangs trailed 
by 12 points early in the 
free-flowing offensive con-
test but gained complete 
control in an emotional 
stanza that featured four 
technical fouls and the 
ejection of  an assistant 
coach for Upper Lake.

With AJ Fetter leading 
the way with three consec-
utive shots from outside 
the arc, St. Vincent turned 
the game in its favor. A call 
by the officials broke the 
flow of  the game when the 
Upper Lake bench ques-
tioned the timing of  the 
play stoppage, and it led 
to technical fouls whistled 
on Cougar coach Justin 
Dutcher and his staff.

Two foul shots were 
awarded Miguel Bunting, 
and the technicals kept 
coming. When the dust 
had cleared, Bunting had 
knocked down six con-
secutive free throws, one 
Cougar coach was ejected 
and the Mustangs grabbed 
a 45-38 halftime lead.

Bunting also hit two 
shots from distance in the 
rally.

Smooth forward Kenny 
Hodges kept the Cougars 
in the hunt with 18 points 
in the first half  and 31 for 
the contest.

Bunting had a solid 
game for St. Vincent. The 
sophomore guard con-
trolled the offense from 

the top of  the key while 
finishing with 23 points.

The Mustangs con-
trolled the boards with 
Rory Morgan and Gio 
Antonini leading the way. 
Antonini had 11 rebounds, 
while Morgan ended a 
productive night’s work 
with eight rebounds and 17 
points. Fetter had a good 
night on the offensive end 
before fouling out in the 
final stanza.

Upper Lake (16-7) came 
into the game on a roll 
after defeating North 
Central League II-leading 
Roseland Prep, 60-56.

“They have been playing 
very well this season,” 
noted St. Vincent coach 
Jarred Pengel. “Our 
league is stronger than in 
seasons past.”

St. Vincent improved to 
7-6 in the NCL II.

SV girls romp
St. Vincent rushed to 

its fifth consecutive girls 
basketball win with a dom-
inating 40-11 victory over 
Upper Lake.

The Lady Mustangs 
completely took the 
Cougars out of  a high-low 
offense while piling up a 
23-4 halftime lead.

Sophomore Alexandra 
Saisi continued her fine 
play with 12 points for the 
Mustangs. Most of  her 
success came running the 
floor and beating the visi-
tors to the offensive end.

Alessandra Ditzio 
chipped in with eight 
points as the surging St. 
Vincent club advanced 
closer to a NCS Division V 
playoff spot.

The smooth-passing 
Mustangs are now rated 
18th in their division. 
There are 16 spots to be 
filled in the NCS bracket.

Mustangs’ 29-point 
quarter includes help 
by Upper Lake fouls
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Casa ends season with win, loss

The Casa Grande High School 
boys basketball team brought its 
season to a finish last week with a 
satisfying win and an expected loss. 

The Gauchos played well in beat-
ing Rancho Cotate, 59-56, in their 
last home game of  the season. Two 
days later, their season ended with 

a 67-52 loss at Cardinal Newman.
Ian Cerruti, who has been the 

Gaucho leader over the second 
half  of  the season, led the win over 
Rancho Cotate’s Cougars, scoring 
19 points and hitting three bombs 
from behind the arc. Josh Jovick 
knocked down a pair of  treys and 
scored 12 points, while Garrett 
Siebels added 11 points.

Connor Barbato carried the Cou-
gars with 26 points.

Casa Grande stayed with Car-

dinal Newman through the first 
quarter in its final game in Santa 
Rosa, but the Cardinals busted loose 
for 23 points in the second period to 
pretty much decide things.

Siebels led the Gauchos with 15 
points, while Cerruti added 11.

Christian Jextrum led a long list 
of  Cardinal Newman scorers with 
12 points.

Casa Grande finished the season 
with a 9-17 overall record and a 5-9 
NBL mark.

Gauchos top Rancho Cotate, 
fall to Newman in NBL play
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Loss to Rancho costs Casa girls

A stumble at Rancho Cotate cost 
the Casa Grande girls basketball 
team an opportunity to participate 
in the North Bay League post-sea-

son tournament, but the Lady Gau-
chos still have basketball to play.

Casa was upset by Rancho, 57-39, 
and concluded its season with a 
loss, as expected, to NBL champion 
Cardinal Newman, 66-29, last week.

The defeats left Casa Grande 
with a 6-8 NBL record, the same as 
Rancho Cotate, but since the Lady 

Cougars had beaten Casa twice, 
they received the fourth and final 
slot in the league playoffs.

However, Casa, at 14-12 overall, 
pretty much is assured a spot in the 
North Coast Section Division 2 play-
offs. The Lady Gauchos are current-
ly ranked No. 8 in the division, with 
the top 16 teams moving on to NCS.

Lady Gauchos miss chance 
to play in NBL tournament
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NBL BOYS
Windsor 21-5 13-1 
Montgomery  21-5 12-2 
Cardinal Newman  21-5 11-3 
Maria Carrillo  13-13 8-6 
Santa Rosa  9-17 5-9 
Casa Grande  9-17 5-9 
Rancho Cotate  6-19 2-12 
Ukiah  1-25 0-14
SCL BOYS
Healdsburg  20-8 11-1 
Piner  20-8 10-2 
Analy  10-16 7-5 
Petaluma  12-14 6-6 
Sonoma Valley  12-14 6-6 
Elsie Allen  5-21 1-11 
El Molino  4-20 1-11

NBL GIRLS
Cardinal Newman  22-4 14-0 
Montgomery  21-5 11-3 
Ukiah  17-9 10-4 
Casa Grande  14-12 6-8 
Rancho Cotate  13-13 6-8 
Windsor  11-15 5-9 
Santa Rosa  12-14 4-10 
Maria Carrillo  2-23 0-14
SCL GIRLS
Petaluma  21-5 12-0 
Healdsburg  18-8 9-3 
Sonoma  12-12 8-4 
Analy  13-13 7-5 
Piner  13-13 4-8 
El Molino  3-19 1-11 
Elsie Allen  3-21 1-11

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL STANDINGS

HOW TO REACH US
The Argus-Courier encourages coaches to submit game 
results.

 ■ Phone the sports desk at 776-8466, email them to johnie.
jackson@arguscourier.com or drop them off at any time at 
the Argus-Courier office, 719C Southpoint Blvd. Drop into the 
black mailbox in front of the building if office is closed.


