
As dust 
settles, a 
new picture 
for football
I lost a good portion of  a 

night’s sleep recently trying 
to get my head around what 

is going on with area football.
It started in January 2017 

when Trent Herzog was let go 
as Casa Grande head football 
coach. Officially, his contract 
was not renewed and he left 
by mutual consent. Cutting 
through verbage, he was let go 
for what remain as unspecified 
reasons. That is old news, but 
it was only the beginning of  a 
complicated coaching trail.

Denis Brunk, the then Santa 
Rosa High coach, was hired 
to replace Herzog, and we got 
down to the fun business of  
playing football with Casa 
stumbling off to an 0-6 start, but 
recovering to win four straight 
wins and make the North 
Coast Section playoffs where 
it advanced to the quarterfinal 
round by beating Montgomery, 
with Herzog on the Viking side-
lines as an assistant coach.

Meanwhile, at St. Vincent 
de Paul High School, a new ad-
ministration had taken charge 
and Gary Galloway, who had 
coached at the Catholic school 
for three decades, stepped away 
from the football team.

After a search, he was re-
placed by John Antonio, who 
had been an assistant at both 
Casa Grande and St. Vincent, 
as well as head coach at Piner 
High School. Less than a month 
after accepting the job, Anto-
nio left to attend to personal 
matters.

Re-enter Herzog. Missing 
the contact with players and 
the community, he applied for 
the St. Vincent job and was the 
top choice out of  14 candidates 
vying to replace Antonio, who 
never coached a down.

When I write it out, it really 
reads like a Lego creation with 
all sorts of  interlocking pieces.

The good news is that, after 
it all shakes out, it looks like 
everybody is going to come out 
just fine.

The transition from Herzog 
to Brunk at Casa Grande, de-
spite a few hiccups, worked out 
largely because Brunk made it 
work with his enthusiasm and 
diplomacy.

St. Vincent has the coach it 
needs to make its return to big-
time football. The school has 
ambitious plans, and it won’t 
happen overnight, but if  anyone 
can bring about the hoped-for 
and planned-for transforma-
tion, it is Herzog. It is not just 
his coaching ability that gives 
reason for optimism, but his 
connections in the community 
and his ability to attract quality 
assistants will prove invaluable. 
It took awhile, but St. Vincent 
got it right.

Meanwhile, the Petaluma 
High program under Rick Krist 
just keeps rolling along, fielding 
quality teams and winning foot-
ball games — with or without a 
home field.

A bright new home field and 
a new league awaits the Trojans 
next season, but their coaching 
staff and their tradition will 
continue in a changing world.

That change will include a 
new league for both Petaluma 
and Casa Grande as they join 
the new Vine Valley Athletic 
League to play against, among 
others, Napa, Vintage and 
American Canyon. St. Vincent 
will drop out of  the North 
Central League to play as an in-
dependent, at least for a couple 
of  years, with the intent of  even-
tually joining the newly re-con-
figured North Bay League.

It is time for a fresh start for 
all and hopefully one less thing 
for me to fret about in the mid-
dle of  the night.

(Contact John Jackson at 
johnie.jackson@arguscourier.
com)

Ex-Casa coach Herzog to lead St. Vincent

A St. Vincent de Paul High School need 
met Trent Herzog’s desire this week when 
the former Casa Grande head coach was 
hired to lead the renaissance of  the St. 
Vincent football program.

St. Vincent was in need of  not just a foot-
ball coach, but a quality coach and prefera-
bly one well known in the community after 
its initial choice, John Antonio, stepped 
away because of  personal obligations.

Herzog, meanwhile, was desirous to get 
back into coaching after spending a year 
away from the sidelines following what 
amounted to a controversial dismissal from 
the Casa Grande head coaching job.

“I missed coaching,” Herzog acknowl-
edged. “I coached for 23 years, and I missed 
not being on the sidelines. I also missed not 
being part of  the Petaluma community.”

“I’m very excited about the hiring,” said 
St. Vincent Principal Patrick Daly. “Trent 
understands the direction we want to go as 
well as the challenges.”

Daly said Herzog emerged as the best 
from among 14 candidates, but the deci-
sion wasn’t easy. He explained that, with 

the help of  a search committee, the field 
was narrowed to four top candidates. One 
dropped out, leaving three of  what the 
principal described as “very well-qualified 
candidates.”

He said there were several factors that 
helped lead to Herzog’s hiring. “His success 
as a coach and a mentor were definitely 
factors,” Daly said. “Being locally known 
and knowing the community was definitely 
to his benefit.”

To say Herzog is anxious to get started 
would be an understatement. He is already 
setting up a coaching staff, and he has eight 
coaches, including several who worked 
with him at Casa Grande and some who 
played for him at that school, already lined 
up to help.

He plans to meet with all potential 
football players who aren’t playing spring 
sports next week and will soon be meeting 
with them on an individual basis.

“I have a lot of  great memories and a lot 
of  great friends I made at Casa Grande,” he 
said. “But we’re not looking back. We are 
looking ahead. This is a new chapter in my 
life.”

Herzog had several opportunities to re-
turn to coaching after leaving Casa Grande 
last year. Among them, he ticked off:

* Support from the community.
* St. Vincent’s strong academic reputa-

tion.
* A chance to work with Daly.
* Being back in a position to again make 
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Former Gauchos football mentor 
named to lead Mustangs program

See Herzog, B5

Casa girls press on in NCS
Lady Gauchos bring rival Petaluma’s season to an end with 45-38 win

Casa Grande opened play in the North 
Coast Section playoffs with a well-
earned 45-38 win over cross-town rival 
Petaluma on Tuesday in the T-Girl gym 
in front of  a large mixed and apprecia-
tive crowd.

As expected, the zone pressing game 
by the Lady Gauchos took an early toll 
as they rushed to an early 9-0 lead and 
never trailed. Petaluma cut the margin 
to six points on four different occasions 
and came close to getting its support-
ers into a frenzy mode with one more 
game-changing big hoop.

It foiled a heroic effort by the T-Girls, 
who dropped their first game since 
claiming the Sonoma County League 
title and following tournament without a 
loss. This time around, however, the Tro-
jans were without 5-foot, 11-inch center 
Jaden Krist, who fractured her tibia in 
the opening seconds of  the league tour-
nament championship game on Friday. 
More tests are scheduled for Krist on 
Thursday.

Coach Dan Sack’s Gauchos took ad-
vantage of  some soft defense in the paint 
by pounding the ball into high-scoring 
center Mia Cain and the senior delivered 
the goods with a series of  twisting soft 
shots underneath that kept the hosts at 
bay. Petaluma was awarded the home 
game in the opening round because it 
was the champion of  its league.

Cain had a terrific game with nine 
points in the opening half  as the Gau-
chos pulled away to a 19-11 lead at the 
intermission. Most of  her work came 
on the right side of  the glass where she 
sliced her way to the hoop a step ahead 
of  the T-Girls defenders.

Petaluma defended well enough but 
could not get anything going except for 
the driving efforts of  sophomore Sher-
iene Arikat, who made some acrobatic 
but off-balance, shots. Arikat had only 
four points in the first half, but five of  
her shots bounced off the front rim. A 
couple of  her hoops would have made 
the difference in her first start of  the 
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The battle for ball control was intense and, at times, rugged as Petaluma and Casa Grande clashed in the first round of the NCS playoffs.
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T-Girls rule SCL
Petaluma girls sweep to league tournament title. B2

Petaluma owns SCL mat
Trojans wrestling team wins league tournament. B3

JJ Says
John Jackson
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Former Casa Grande head football coach Trent 
Herzog, following a season as an assistant at 
Montgomery High in Santa Rosa, is back at the 
helm in Petaluma after being named to take 
over the program at St. Vincent de Paul.

Casa Grande’s Mia Cain blocks a shot at-
tempt by Petaluma’s Kassidy Bacon.


