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2018
BVARSITY 
PRESEASON 
COACHES POLLS
Coaches were asked to 
predict their league’s 
finish but were not 
allowed to rank their 
own team. Votes were 
tallied on a 6-5-4-3-
2-1 or 5-4-3-2-1 basis, 
depending on league 
size. First-place votes in 
parentheses.

SOUTHWEST 
YOSEMITE 
LEAGUE
1. Bakersfield 25 (5)

2. Liberty 21 (1) 

3. Garces 15

4. Frontier 14

5. Centennial 10

6. Stockdale  5

SOUTH 
YOSEMITE 
LEAGUE
t1. Ridgeview 23 (3)

t1. BCHS 23 (3)

3. Tehachapi 15

4. Independence 14

5. West 10

6. Golden Valley 5

SOUTHEAST 
YOSEMITE 
LEAGUE
1. North 23 (3)

t2. South 20 (2)

t2. Highland 20 (1)

4. East 13

5. Foothill 9

6. Mira Monte 5

SOUTH        
SEQUOIA     
LEAGUE
1. Shafter 35 (5)

2. Kennedy 31 (2)

3. Wasco 25

4. Taft 19

5. Arvin 17 

6. Chavez 11

7. McFarland 8 

The 2018 football season is here, 
and we couldn’t be happier at BVar-
sity Live.

In what’s always an entertaining 
time of year in Kern County, we 
return in full force, with a cast of 
reporters and content producers to 
provide the best high school cover-
age in the region. 

Throughout the year we’ll provide 
results, highlights and standout 
stories from local high school 

programs on a variety of digital 
platforms. Daily in The Bakersfield 
Californian you’ll find game stories, 
features, analysis and photos from 
our award-winning visual staff.

We also have a variety of digital 

products:

• The Kern High School District 
has limited broadcast rights to its 
teams’ home games, but the BVar-
sity Game of the Week returns 
in reduced fashion. Stay tuned for 
updates on which games we will air 
throughout the season.

• BVarsity Nightly returns to bring 
you highlights and scores before you 
can get them anywhere else. 

It’s live at Bakersfield.com and on 
the BVarsity Facebook page at 10 
p.m. every Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday with Trevor Horn and at 
11:15 p.m. on Fridays with the whole 
BVarsity gang.

• Each week you can also check out 
BVarsity Live at 2 p.m. on Thurs-
days. During the football season 
it’s an hour chock-full of highlights, 
interviews and predictions for up-
coming games.

• BVarsity Live is also active on 
Twitter, Facebook and Instagram, so 
check us out on those social media 
platforms for real-time updates and 
links to all content.

C O V E R  S T O R YINSIDE

CHA-CHA-CHA CHANGES
HENRY A. BARRIOS / THE CALIFORNIAN

Linemen battle it out during a recent Bakersfield Christian practice. The 2018 football season is upon us.

EAST SIDE 
LEGENDS

East High links up with the SEYL 
this year, and joins forces with 
its past east Bakersfield rivals.                 
PAGE 8
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SOUTHWEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE
Bakersfield Drillers 10

Centennial Golden Hawks 11

Frontier Titans 12

Liberty Patriots 13

Garces Rams 14

Stockdale Mustangs 16

SOUTHEAST YOSEMITE LEAGUE
East Blades 18

Foothill Trojans 19

Highland Scots 20 

Mira Monte Lions 21

North Stars 22

South Rebels 24

SOUTH YOSEMITE LEAGUE
Bakersfield Christian Eagles 25

Golden Valley Bulldogs 26

Independence Falcons 27

Ridgeview Wolf Pack 28

Tehachapi Warriors 29

West Vikings 30

SOUTH SEQUOIA LEAGUE
Arvin Bears 32

Shafter Generals 33

Taft Wildcats 34

Wasco Tigers 37

NORTH KERN SCHOOLS
Chavez Titans 38

Delano Tigers 38

Kennedy Thunderbirds 38

McFarland Cougars 38

OTHER SCHOOLS
Cal City, Kern Valley, Maricopa, 
Rosamond, Frazier Mountain 38

TEAM PREVIEWS

From coaches and players changing programs, to teams changing 
leagues, to new regional rivals entering the Central Section,  
2018 will be a year like none other in Kern County football • PAGE 6

2018 SEASON KICKOFF

CENTRAL SECTION 
TOP 25

Get Trevor Horn’s preseason power 
rankings entering the new year. 
PAGE 4

CALIFORNIAN FILE PHOTO

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN
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BVARSITY’S PRESEASON TOP 25
Our preseason Central Section 

Top-25 football rankings:

1 Fresno-Central (Division 
I. Last season: 12-2, won 
D-I championship) — 
The Grizzlies got that big 

monkey off their backs with the 
program’s first Central Section 
Division I title last season and 
played toe-to-toe with Northern 
California powerhouse Folsom 
in the D-IAA regional champion-
ships. Back this season for Central 
is strong-armed quarterback 
Trent Tompkins (3,624 yards, 37 
TDs), reliable receivers Jeremiah 
Hunter and Tyrell Grayson, and 
a host of transfers. The Grizzlies 
are primed for a shot at con-
secutive section crowns. Rickey 
Corriera is a 6-foot-4, 300 pound 
mammouth of a defensive tackle. 
This team is scary good and has 
a chance to run the table in the 
regular season, even with a huge 
non-league showdown with 
NorCal powerhouse Sacramen-
to-Grant on Aug. 24.

2 Bakersfield High (Divi-
sion I. Last season: 6-6, 
lost in D-I semifinals) — 
Drillers head coach Paul 

Golla says when BHS is at its best, 
it’s because of senior leadership. 
And there is plenty to go around 
this season. Led by Cameron 
Williams (a verbal commit to 
Washington), Carl Jones (verbal 
commit to Colorado), Isaiah Jer-
nagin (WR/DB national recruit), 
Ceyontay Bell (RB/LB), Adrian 
Moreno (LB), Antwon Thompson 
(OL/NG) and Jacob Zeitmet (LB), 
there is plenty of leadership and 
talent on the roster. The Drillers 
finally have a full season back at 
Griffith Field since 2016 and a 
non-league schedule that isn’t as 
daunting as it’s been the past four 
years. All that adds up to a shot at 
section title No. 38.

3 Clovis-Buchanan (Divi-
sion I. Last season: 10-3, 
lost D-I championship) 
— The Bears are back. 

Residing in the lower portion of 
the TRAC standings for years, 
Buchanan’s berth to the D-I title 
game in 2017 proved head coach 
and alum Matt Giordano has the 
ball rolling in the right direction. 
The focus of the offense will be 
around Kendall Milton (1,514 
rush yards, 23 TD), who is one of 
the top junior running backs in 
the country. Carson Bailey saw a 
decent amount of reps at quarter-
back last season and will have a 
new weapon to throw to in senior 
Jalen Cropper, a Utah verbal com-
mit who is one of the top defen-
sive backs in California.

4Liberty (Division I. Last 
season: 6-5, lost in D-I 
quarterfinals) — The 
addition of quarterback 

Hector Gonzalez (Visalia-Red-
wood) and wide receiver Ramon 
Henderson (Independence) 
makes up for the loss of Isaiah Hill 
and Seth Krauss. Add in the fact 
that Liberty has one of the top of-
fensive lines in the section behind 

Daniel Viveros and Brycen Lind-
sey, and a strong defensive line 
with Viveros, Sloan Simpson and 
Ben Olinger, and the Patriots will 
win a lot of games in the trenches. 
Once again a strong non-league 
schedule against Mission Viejo, 
Ridgeview, Clovis West, Buchanan 
and Clovis will set up  the Patriots 
for a glimpse of what’s to come 
in what should be a bounce-back 
postseason.

5 Fresno-San Joaquin Me-
morial (Division III. Last 
season: 11-3, won D-III 
championship) — Qui-

etly, Alex Trujillo turned in quite 
possibly the top performance 
for a section quarterback last 
season with 3,755 yards and 40 
touchdowns. Also returning is se-
nior running back Leonard Glass 
(1,308 yards, 20 TD) and junior 
receiver Jalen McMillan (1,810, 
21 TD). That alone will strike fear 
in opponents. The program also 
added a ton of talent, led by Tobin 
Phillips, a 6-4, 280-pound defen-
sive lineman transfer from Clovis 
North. The strength of schedule 
for Memorial is nowhere near the 
D-I teams higher on this list. But 
if the blowouts begin adding up, 
watch the Panthers move up the 
rankings in a hurry.

6Clovis West (Division I. 
Last season: 9-3, lost in 
D-I semifinals) — There 
is plenty of success to 

build on following the D-I semi-

final appearance for the Golden 
Eagles last season. Returning is 
quarterback Dante Chachere 
(3,462 yards, 22 TD), but the se-
nior signal caller will need some 
help at the skill positions from 
newcomers. Regardless, a strong 
offensive line will help the learn-
ing curve early on and Clovis West 
will be in the mix once again for a 
TRAC title.

7      Arroyo Grande (Division 
I. Last season: 7-4, lost 
in Southern Section D-II 
first round) — And here 

we are with the first of the new 
central coast schools in the Top 
25. The Eagles were a Southern 
Section contender for years and 
now will make things much more 
interesting in the Central Section. 
Arroyo Grande annually has a 
solid run game, and this year is no 
different. Back are the team’s top-
four rushers, led by senior James 
Gilmet, who had 1,102 yards and 
13 scores in 2017. There is a need 
to fill holes on the defense to 
get through games against Fres-
no-Bullard and Independence in 
non-league action.

8 Tulare Union (Division II. 
Last season: 13-1, won 
D-II championship) — 
Gone is all-world running 

back Kazmeir Allen, who set a 
national record with 72 touch-
downs last season for The Tribe. 
That loss — along with receiver 
Emoryie Edwards (freshman at 

Fresno State) — hurts the offense, 
but Tulare Union brings back 
plenty to compete once again in 
D-II. Senior defensive back Randy 
Jordan Jr. recently committed to 
Fresno State. All eight Tribe inter-
ceptions in 2017 are by returning 
starters, giving the defense a leg 
up after losing a player like Allen, 
who produced one of the greatest 
individual offensive seasons in 
section history.

9 Ridgeview (Division I. 
Last season: 6-5, lost in 
D-I first round) — Tahj 
Wright makes a world of 

difference for the Wolf Pack. But 
so does a large roster of returning 
starters who learned on the fly 
during a 6-5 campaign a year ago. 
The transfer from BHS will be a 
lockdown cornerback on defense 
and will be the focal point on 
offense at quarterback, running 
back and receiver. Along with 
standout running back Alijah 
Alexander-Williams, big-bodied 
receiver Daelin Degraffenreid and 
returning starting quarterback 
Justin Hinzo, the Wolf Pack have 
strong offensive weapons return-
ing behind a seasoned line.

10Bakersfield Chris-
tian (Division 
III. Last season: 
10-2, lost in D-III 

semifinals) — Yes, losing Braden 
Wingle is key. The now-Bakers-
field College signal caller threw 
for more than 7,000 yards the last 

two seasons. If Jacob Maran can 
be competitive throwing the ball, 
the offense can hum again with 
Myran Randle, Alex Wallace, Ben 
Yurosek, Devyon Miller and Chris 
Gutierrez at the skill positions. 
Add in defensive standouts Ke-
onte Glinton, Tate Eenigenburg 
and Donovan Foster to the fold, 
and the Eagles could be playing 
on Thanksgiving weekend.

11. Dinuba (Division II. 
Last season: 11-2, lost D-II 
championship)

12. Tulare Western (Division 
III. Last season: 11-2, lost D-III 
championship)

13. Garces (Division II. 
Last season: 5-7, lost in D-II 
semifinals)

14. Fresno-Bullard (Division 
I. Last season: 6-6, lost in D-I 
quarterfinals)

15. Clovis (Division I. Last sea-
son: 7-5, lost in D-I quarterfinals)

16. Fresno-Edison (Division 
I. Last season: 7-5, lost in D-I 
quarterfinals)

17. Visalia-Central Val-
ley Christian (Division IV. 
Last season: 10-3, lost D-IV 
championship)

18. Visalia-El Diamante (Di-
vision II. Last season: 8-4, lost in 
D-II semifinals)

19. Santa Maria-Righetti 
(Division II. Last season: 5-6, lost 
in Southern Section D-VIII first 
round)

20. Fresno-Sunnyside (Divi-
sion II. Last season: 7-4, lost in 
D-II quarterfinals)

21. Paso Robles (Division I. 
Last season: 5-5, lost in first round 
of Southern Section D-IV playoffs)

22. Santa Maria-St. Joseph 
(Division I. Last season: 7-5, 
lost in Southern Section D-V 
quarterfinals)

23. Sanger (Division I. Last 
season: 8-3, lost in D-I first round)

24. Selma (Division IV. 
Last season: 8-3, lost in D-IV 
quarterfinals)

25. Visalia-Golden West (Di-
vision IV. Last season:12-3, won 
D-IV championship)

Next five: Frontier, Indepen-
dence, Kerman, Strathmore, Clo-
vis North

ERIC PAUL ZAMORA / THE FRESNO BEE

Fresno-Central quarterback Trent Tompkins threw for 3,624 yards and 37 touchdowns last season.

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Ceyontay Bell sprints to the goal 
line during BHS football practice.
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THE COACHING CAROUSEL
There were eight coaching changes this 
offseason. Here’s the rundown:

Chad Grider, East: Formerly of West 
High and Bakersfield College, Grider takes 
over for Dave Thorp, who took over for Da-
vid Fanucchi at the tail end of last season. 
In other words, Grider is the third coach 
for the Blades over the last calendar year.

Tyler Schilhabel, Independence: The 
former Falcon was the feel-good story of 
the offseason. Takes over for Lucas Lucero, 
who stepped down after a seven-win 
season. Lucero is now an assistant coach 
at Shafter.

Christian Johnson, Mira Monte: Came 
to the Lions after serving as an assistant 
coach at Ridgeview. Takes over for David 
Coldiron after the Lions went 0-9 last year.

Brandon Deckard, Foothill: Coached 
at Kern Valley the past three years. Best 
season was an 8-3 campaign that saw 
the Broncs go to Central Section Division 
V playoffs. Takes over a Foothill program 

that went 1-8 last year and is 6-42 over the 
past five seasons.

Josh Bocker, Golden Valley: He’s young 
(24) and takes over for a coach (Erich 
Smith) who was with the Bulldogs for 
11 years. Smith is now an assistant at 
Stockdale.

Mario Millan, Kennedy: A former 
assistant for the Thunderbirds, Millan was 
promoted from within to take over the 
head coaching reins in 2018. Kennedy is 
not far removed from D-VI section titles in 
2014 and 2015.

Chad Martinez, Wasco: In fairness, he 
was the interim coach after Rick Stewart 
stepped down last season. After finishing 
the year 3-2, Martinez is now the full-time 
guy for the Tigers.

Ben Goffinet, Kern Valley: Deckard left 
Kern Valley and Goffinet steps back into 
the role he filled for 11 years. He went 48-
19 over his final six seasons in charge of 
the Broncs, including a 10-1 record in 2014.

New coaches, 
key transfers, 
new rivals … 

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

First year East football coach Chad Grider gets his point across at an afternoon practice.

The 2018 season will be 
like none that Kern County 
has ever seen. Here’s why:

NEW FACES IN NEW PLACES
There were some marquee players who 
changed teams. Here’s some that caught 
our eye:

Tahj Wright, Bakersfield High to Rid-
geview: This guy is a stellar athlete who 
should make a difference for Ridgeview. 
The Wolf Pack have a lot of talent this sea-
son and could make considerable noise.

Carl Jones, Golden Valley to Bakers-
field High: The rich get richer. Jones is 
one of the area’s top players and will join 
an already-sensational defensive second-
ary for the Drillers. He’ll also help the team 
as a straight athlete on offense.

Hector Gonzalez, Visalia-Redwood to 
Liberty: Admittedly, this is still yet-to-
be-determined. But the Patriots need an 
answer at quarterback after playmaker 

Isaiah Hill elected to focus on just basket-
ball. Gonzalez could fill that void.

Jacob Maran, Bakersfield High to 
Bakersfield Christian: The Eagles have 
been a quarterback factory over the 
years — from current Oakland Raiders QB 
Derek Carr, to former Bakersfield College 
signal caller Brandon Jones, to last year’s 
record-setting slinger Braden Wingle. 
Maran could take the controls this season 
for a program that’s been one of the more 
successful locally in recent years.

Anthony Ramirez, West to Ridgeview: 
A late addition to the fray at Ridgeview, 
Ramirez brings another big-bodied 
receiver to the offense and is a large pres-
ence on defense at linebacker. Will play 
both ways right away for the Wolf Pack.

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Bakersfield High’s Carl Jones, a transfer from Golden Valley, runs through a drill.

AN ELITE RECRUITING CLASS?
It appears so. Here are some athletes 
entering the 2018 season that have their 
sights set on the college game when it’s all 
said and done:

Cameron Williams, Bakersfield High 
quarterback: He recently gave a verbal 
commitment to the University of Wash-
ington, where he will likely take the field 
as a defensive back. Look for him to shine 
this season for the Drillers not just on 
defense, but also at quarterback.

Carl Jones, Bakersfield High defensive 
back: Like Williams, he gave a recent 
verbal to a Pac-12 program, that being the 
University of Colorado. Jones transferred 
to BHS from Golden Valley this offseason. 
He will team with Williams in the Drillers 
secondary, and also get the ball on offense 
when the time is right.

Keonte Glinton, Bakersfield Christian 

defensive back: Another college pros-
pect in the secondary, Glinton has offers 
from Oregon State, BYU and Wyoming. A 
threat for BCHS as a receiver and DB, while 
also shining as a locker room leader.

Isaiah Jernagin, Bakersfield High wide 
receiver/defensive back: He’s getting 
looks from Arizona and Nevada as a — you 
guessed it out of BHS — a defensive back. 
Brother Isaac, a junior, is also a college 
prospect with an offer in the bag from 
USC.

Colby Warkentin, Centennial defen-
sive end: He’s got the size — listed at 
6-foot-5, 233 pounds — to make it work 
on the next level, and he’s a great athlete. 
A prospect at defensive end, he also lines 
up at tight end for the Golden Hawks. Has 
verbally committed to Fresno State.

Please see SEASON OUTLOOK | 39
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BY TREVOR HORN
thorn@bakersfield.com

For decades, the east side of 
Bakersfield had some of the top 
football talent in Kern County.

In the 1960s and 1970s, North 
standouts like Frank Mitacek, 
Mike Nielson, John Apperson, 
Ron Pritchard, Randy Rich, Dave 
Smith and Kevin Dunn were 
honored as All-Area Players of the 
Year.

Same went for Foothill stars 
during that time — Jim Wooster, 
Gary Blackford, Joes DesPois, 
Ron Settle, Greg Grimes and 
Chuck O’Brien led the way for the 
Trojans.

One of the greatest running 
backs in county history came out 
of Foothill, as a matter of fact. 
Rashaan Shehee blew away and 
ran over the competition in high 
school before a standout college 
tenure at University of Washing-
ton and a short-lived pro career 
in the NFL and the old version of 
the XFL.

And one can’t forget about Joey 
Porter, the Foothill legend who 
had one of the top NFL careers for 
any local, ever.

“When I came in, our team 
was stacked,” Shehee said. “We 
had a great offensive line. We felt 
we were one of the best teams in 
town.”

Oh, there is Mark McGill, Cor-
win Anthony, Cory Hall and for-
mer NFL running back Brent Mc-
Clanahan coming out of South.

The landscape of Bakersfield 
has changed dramatically over 
the last four decades. In short, the 
city has moved west and south.

But today, for the first time in 
recollection, there is now a local 
high school athletics league com-
prised solely of teams from the 
east side of Bakersfield’s Highway 
99.

With East moving from the 
South Yosemite League, the new-
look Southeast Yosemite League 
is all east siders with North, 
Highland, Foothill, South and 
Mira Monte taking the field. Of 
the three local leagues comprised 
primarily of public high schools, 
the SEYL is now the most historic 
of the bunch.

The Southwest Yosemite 
League has been touted as the 
“power league” over the last half 
decade, and rightfully so. The pro-
grams in that league — such as 
Bakersfield High, Liberty, Centen-
nial and Stockdale — have played 
for or won a Central Section Divi-
sion I championship.

But other than BHS — the old-
est school in town — the rest of 
the public schools in the SWYL 
have opened since 1992.

Since then, the city has gone 
from seven public high schools to 
15. The only schools built to the 
east side of Highway 99 during 
that time have been Mira Monte 
and Golden Valley.

As the city has changed, so 
has the landscape of high school 
sports, with plenty of athletic 

talent and success moving 
westward.

But even though it’s been 14 
years since an SEYL team has 
won a section title (East beat 
Tulare Western 30-22 for the D-II 
championship in 2004), the east 
side is a fixture in the long and 
decorated history of Kern County 
football.

And this season marks a special 
time in that part of Bakersfield. 
With the ever-expanding land-
scape of the city changing, the 
six public schools — from South 
to North, East to Highland, Mira 
Monte over to Foothill — are fi-
nally in a league of their own.

“For our kids, that rivalry 

means a lot more,” Highland 
coach Mike Gutierrez said. “Now 
that all of these games are in 
league, it means a lot more. The 
emotions run so high knowing 
that it could kill any momentum 
you have going into playoffs.”

Some of the best football mo-
ments locally came shortly after 
East opened its doors in 1938.

It was a time when coaches 
stayed at one school for extended 
periods of time. Whether it was 
Turk Eliades at North, Larry La-
fond at South or Ned Permenter 
at Foothill, the programs on the 
east side were successful in large 
part because of solid leadership 
and continuity.

Larry Press, the longtime sports 
editor at The Californian and Bob 
Elias Sports Hall of Fame mem-
ber, recalled one of his fondest 
memories.

“Marger ‘Migs’ Apsit, a really 
nice guy,” Press recalled. “Came 
out from Illinois to play for USC, 
where he was the QB — blocking 
back, then zero in the single-wing 
offense. And he coached that at 
(East), the last manifestation of 
that ancient formation.”

Permenter won 220 games as 
head coach at Foothill from 1965 
to 2001.

Twice the Trojans won 10 
games in a season under Per-
menter, during the 1974 and 1992 

campaigns.
“Coach was a motivator,” She-

hee said. “He was there for us 100 
percent, for all of us players.”

Things have changed over the 
years, however.

The Trojans have yet to win a 
section title since opening in 1962 
and named Brandon Deckard 
as head coach in the offseason. 
Deckard became the sixth head 
coach for the Trojans since Per-
menter retired 17 years ago.

“You see the reality of it, but it 
still bums you out,” Shehee said. 
“As an alum of Foothill, you want 
them to get better. But the reality 
is that is not happening.”

It’s an all-too-common theme 
for the teams in the SEYL. Since 
2008, there have been 22 different 
head coaches at the six schools, 
with each program changing 
coaches at least once in the last 
decade. East, North and Mira 
Monte have all had four different 
coaches over the past 10 years.

New-look SEYL provides dose of history

TOP LEFT: CALIFORNIAN FILE PHOTO;  
TOP RIGHT: NICK ELLIS / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN;  
LEFT: ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN  

TOP LEFT: Former Foothill 
running back Rashaan Shehee. 
He would go on to play at the 
University of Washington and 
briefly in the NFL. TOP RIGHT: 
South High head coach Cary 
Mills watches over practice. 
LEFT: North High head coach 
Norm Brown speaks with his 
players during practice.

Please see HISTORY | 9
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HISTORICALLY SPEAKING
Bob Barnett is a historian on Central 
Section athletics. For decades he has 
been keeping records of major sports like 
football, basketball, baseball and softball. 
The following historical references are 
courtesy of Barnett.

EAST
Opened: 1938

Section championship: 2004

Most wins in a season: 10

Best season: 1960 (9-0, no playoffs)

NORTH
Opened: 1953

Section championship: 1954

Most wins in a season: 9 (1970, 1983, 
2017)

Best season: 1960 (7-2, won Sierra Divi-
sion championship)

SOUTH
Opened: 1957

Section championship: 1968

Most wins in a season: 11 (1995)

Best season: 1968 (10-0-1, co-Yosemite 
Division champions)

FOOTHILL
Opened: 1962

Section championship: None

Most wins in a season: 10 (1974, 1992)

Best season: 1992

HIGHLAND
Opened: 1970

Section championship: None

Most wins in a season: 8 (1990, 1996, 
2017)

Best season: 2017

MIRA MONTE
Opened: 2009

Section championship: None

Most wins in a season: 6 (2009)

Best season: 2009

South is the only SEYL program to have 
posted a winning record during that time. 
The Rebels, who had three consecutive 
nine-win seasons from 2014-16, are 64-
48 since 2008. North, Foothill and Mira 
Monte, conversely, have all posted win-
less seasons and East had one-win cam-
paigns in 2008 and 2015.

Mira Monte opened in 2009 and won 
five games in a four-team league featuring 
Independence, Kennedy and Tulare-Mis-
sion Oak.

Things didn’t continue in that direction 
for the Lions, however. The program has 
won just 11 times in the past 80 games 
and has just one playoff victory since 
2010.

Continuity among the coaching staffs 
has proven to be beneficial for more suc-
cessful SEYL programs.

South was in good hands with John 
Wren before his sudden death in 2013. 
Cary Mills, a longtime assistant under 
Wren, took over the program that season 
and the Rebels have posted a .500 record 

or better each year since 2012. In five 
years under Mills, South has won at least 
a share of the SEYL title each season.

North won nine games in 2017, Norm 
Brown’s third year on campus. The Stars 
ended Highland’s perfect season at home 
in the regular season finale and won 
two playoff games before losing to Visa-
lia-Central Valley Christian in the D-IV 
semifinals.

Gutierrez is heading into his fifth sea-
son at Highland. The Scots are coming off 
arguably the best overall season since the 
school opened in 1970. Highland began 
the year 8-0 and shared the SEYL title with 
North and South, the first league ban-
ner of any kind in the football program’s 
history.

Building off that success is key for 
Highland and all of the east side schools 
moving forward.

“We hope. Go back a few years ago to 
the playoff win over (Bakersfield Christian 
in 2016),” Gutierrez said. “It shows we can 
compete with other teams. We are excited 
about playing Tehachapi. Our guys get 
excited that we can expand our schedule. 
Our guys have done a good job of earning 
that.”

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Lineman Julian Cueto, center, is the leader of the East High defense.

HISTORY
Continued from PAGE 8
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BAKERSFIELD DRILLERS
Defining feature

What has changed? Head coach

Paul Golla
14th season at Bakersfield (125-40);                     
16th overall (146-52-1)

Assistant coaches: Sean McKeown, offen-
sive coordinator; Cody Stone, wide receivers; 
Lance McCullah, running backs; Adam Levin-
son, offensive line; Dan Ingle, quarterbacks; 
Jay Durant, defensive coordinator; Chris Hers-
tam, front-six; Nate Munson, defensive backs

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 16 - at Anaheim-Servite 
(At Santa Ana Bowl)
Aug. 24 - vs. Tehachapi
Aug. 31 - at Paramount
Sept. 7 - at Ridgeview
Sept. 14 - BYE
Sept. 21 - vs. Chatsworth-Sierra Canyon
Sept. 28 - at Stockdale (SWYL game)
Oct. 5 - vs. Garces (SWYL)
Oct. 12 - vs. Frontier (SWYL)
Oct. 19 - at Centennial (SWYL)
Oct. 26 - vs. Liberty (SWYL)

Anywhere, anytime. A 
motto overused by many, 
but one that truly reflects 
how Paul Golla runs his foot-
ball program.

The Drillers started slow 
last season with a 16-0 win 
over a young Fresno-Edison 
team before losing four of 
the next five games. All those 
defeats came on the road.

The 2018 opponents all 
change in non-league except 
for the annual Ridgeview 
showdown on Sept. 7. The 
Drillers open the season a 
day before everyone else on 
Thursday, Aug. 16 against 
Anaheim-Servite at the 
Santa Ana Bowl. They then 
have a home game against 
Tehachapi, followed by con-
secutive road games at Para-
mount and Ridgeview.

Add in returning full-time 
starters like Adrian Moreno, 
Jacob Zeimet, Wesley Wilson 
— along with three returning 
offensive linemen— and the 
idea this team could falter 
early on like last season 
seems unlikely.

“They’re a really mature 
group. Five of these guys 
started as sophomores when 
we won Valley two years 
ago,” Golla said. “They’ve 
seen the great, the bad, the 
ugly, the blowout, they’ve 
seen us blow people out. 
They have seen it all. Hope-
fully the matureness they 
have got from the last two 
years is, when things go bad 
— and they will — they are 
the guys to lean on and keep 
things in perspective.”

— Trevor Horn

If anyone knows how to handle a 
large number of athletes who crave and 
rightfully deserve the ball on offense, 
it’s Paul Golla.

A defensive-minded head coach now 
in his 15th year at Bakersfield High, 
Golla has molded plenty of talented 
athletes into college-level players.

This group has that type of talent 
once again, a trend that has become 
the norm at BHS.

“We have great team speed,” Golla 
said. “That’s what we’ve always been 
known for. We’ve been known for be-
ing undersized with good team speed. 
That’s typical. What’s not typical with 
this team is the amount of returners 
that we have this year compared to 
some of the other years.”

It all starts with Cameron Williams. 

The University of Washington verbal 
commit — in his third season as a two-
way standout on varsity — will take the 
lion’s share of reps at quarterback. He’ll 
also make opposing signal callers sweat 
while roaming the defensive backfield 
at safety.

Williams compared this year’s senior 
class to the groups that won the 2013 
state championship and the 2016 Cen-
tral Section title his sophomore year.

“We work together,” Williams said. 
“Last year, that was a little hard to 
do. This year, we actually don’t need 
coaches to practice. As brothers, start-
ing from freshman year, we have that 
connection and this year more than 
last year, it will hopefully bring us more 
wins.”

Carl Jones, a transfer from Golden 

Valley who commited to Colorado, will 
also take snaps at quarterback, running 
back and receiver on offense and play 
the other safety position opposite Wil-
liams on defense.

Then there’s Ceyontay Bell, an un-
dersized yet explosive running back 
and sideline-to-sideline defender. And 
the Jernagin brothers who are both 
high-end receivers and cornerbacks.

Senior Isaiah is being recruited by 
mid-major college programs while ju-
nior Isaac is one of the top receivers in 
his class in California with offers from 
USC and Arizona.

That’s just five of more than a dozen 
returning starters that will push BHS 
into the conversation for D-I Central 
Section title contenders.

— Trevor Horn

SOUTHWEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION I
Home Field: Griffith Field, 1241 G St.

History:
League Championships (29)

Section Championships (37)

State Championships (8)

2017 In Review: 6-6 Overall (3-2 SWYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Fresno-Central in D-I semis

Senior, QB/DB - Ended a whirlwind recruiting 
season last month with a verbal commitment 
to the University of Washington where he in-
tends to play safety. A three-year standout is 
now a two-way leader for the Drillers.

Key players

Carl Jones, senior, ATH/DB - 
The Colorado commit brings 
a lot to the table for BHS 
after playing six positions in 
2017 at Golden Valley. 

Ceyontay Bell, senior, RB/
DB - A top-end defender that 
can cover the whole field 
while likely playing a large 
role on offense at running 
back. 

Isaac Jernagin, junior, WR/
DB - One of the top wide re-
ceiver recruits in California. 
Will also team up with older 
brother Isaiah to play defen-
sive back. 

Top returner: Cameron Williams

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Senior Cameron Williams is expected to lead the Drillers this season both at quarterback and in the defensive backfield.
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CENTENNIAL GOLDEN HAWKS
Defining feature

What has changed? Head coach

Chad Brown
Fourth season at Centennial (11-21);                         
sixth season overall (21-33)

Assistant coaches: Joey Risi, offensive co-
ordinator/running backs; Nathan Claunch, de-
fensive coordinator/linebackers; Sean Alexan-
der, special teams/wide receivers/defensive 
backs; Kasey Tittlemier, offensive line; Chris 
Doukakis, offensive line; Chad Elmore, de-
fensive line; Joe Bresson, quarterbacks; Todd 
Hansen, wide receivers/defensive backs

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at North

Aug. 24 - vs. Golden Valley

Aug. 31 - at Merced-Golden Valley

Sept. 7 - vs. Santa Maria-Righetti

Sept. 14 - at Santa Maria-St. Joseph

Sept. 21 - BYE

Sept. 28 - at Liberty (SWYL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. Stockdale (SWYL)

Oct. 12 - at Garces (SWYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. Bakersfield (SWYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Frontier (SWYL)

The large senior class for Cen-
tennial in 2017 didn’t manifest 
itself into a successful season.

The Golden Hawks finished the 
year on a four-game losing streak 
and missed the playoffs for the 
second consecutive season.

“We did graduate a ton of se-
niors,” Centennial coach Chad 
Brown said. “A lot of them were 
significant players for us.”

Four of the five starting offen-
sive linemen, starting quarterback 
Will Alexander (now at Elon Uni-
versity on scholarship), the top-
four receivers, lead running back 
and seven of the top-10 tacklers 
from 2017 are gone to graduation.

But there is hope with a lot of 
new players filling in holes left 
from 32 graduating seniors.

For a team that finished 2-8 
overall in 2017 and went 1-4 in 
in Southwest Yosemite League 
games, that may not be a bad 
thing.

“It’s attitude. No one likes to 
lose out here,” defensive end/tight 

end  Colby Warkentin said. “Com-
ing from a 2-8 and 3-7 records the 
past two years, that’s unaccept-
able and we are here to fix that.”

Warkentin admitted the chem-
istry was not there last season de-
spite the large senior class.

“Last year we had a lot of lead-
ership issues internally with the 
seniors and attitude,” Warkentin 
said. “But we completely rebuilt 
the program from the way we 
weight train and everything. It’s a 
whole new team. This is not the 
old Centennial.”

Grant Bloom is another leader 
on defense returning. Without a 
playoff game in his high school 
career, the ability to get some key 
wins during non-league will add 
confidence.

“It’s really important to me,” 
Bloom said. “The past two years 
here I haven’t had a winning sea-
son. I want to leave it on a good 
note and get as many wins as we 
can and go to the playoffs.”

— Trevor Horn

It’s all about finishing for Centennial. 
Golden Hawks head coach Chad Brown 
barked out to his players continuously to 
finish a play during fall camp practices.

Whether it’s on the field, in the weight 
room or conditioning, the Centennial 
coaching staff wants this team to finish 
strong.

“It’s a word we have been harping on 
since January,” Brown said. “Last year we 
didn’t finish a whole lot of our games and 
that’s what kept us in the losing column.”

Centennial will have two standout 
senior leaders back on the field in Colby 
Warkentin — a national recruit at defen-

sive end and a solid tight end on offense 
— and Grant Bloom — who had two 
interceptions and is one of the best cover 
safeties in the county.

Coming in is senior Kyle Connelly as a 
first-year starting quarterback.

“I think it really will start with Kyle,” 
Warkentin said. “He’s going to be ready 
this year. Kyle will be the real deal. We’ve 
got a lot of young guys, but they need to 
step up and finish.”

There will be a whole new offensive 
line with four graduating seniors gone, 
but Brown said the skill positions on of-
fense will be a plus for the Golden Hawks.

“We have a few guys that really gave us 
significant time,” Brown said of Warken-
tin and Bloom. “They were great players 
… In the offseason here, they have really 
stepped up and led the guys that maybe 
didn’t get a lot of playing time last year as 
juniors to step up in the offseason and be 
ready to step in and have a good season.”

But with four games lost last season 
by nine points or less, again, the conver-
sation heading into this season is about 
one thing.

“If we can finish,” Brown said, “we will 
be OK.”

— Trevor Horn

SOUTHWEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION I
Home Field: 8601 Hageman Road

History:
League Championships (10)

Section Championships (0)

2017 In Review: 2-8 Overall (1-4 SWYL)

Playoffs: None

Senior, TE/DE - A national recruit at defen-
sive end, Warkentin is the Golden Hawks’ 
leader this season. Had a team-high 16 tack-
les for a loss and seven sacks defensively, 
while he’s a key to the offense at tight end.

Key players

Grant Bloom, senior, RB/
DB - The leader of the sec-
ondary is a ballhawk with 
the ability to come up and 
play close to the line.

Kyle Connelly, senior, QB - 
Strong-armed right-hander 
will take over the starting 
quarterback role follow-
ing the graduation of Will 
Alexander.

Ty Glass, sophomore, RB - 
Small in stature but as fast 
as any running back in the 
county. Glass has the abil-
ity to block in the running 
game as well.

Top returner: Colby Warkentin

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Colby Warkentin, center, leads his Centennial teammates onto the field during a recent summer practice.
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FRONTIER TITANS
Defining feature

What has changed? Head coach

Chris Bandy
Second season at Frontier and overall (7-4)  
Assistant coaches: Brent Durkan, offensive 
coordinator; Tony Valera, defensive coordi-
nator; Kenny Haslip, defensive backs; Matt 
Bushnell, wide receivers; Rocky Churchman, 
inside linebackers; Julio Franco, outside line-
backers; Shane Proctor, offensive line/defen-
sive line; Will Graves, defensive line

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Fresno-Sunnyside
Aug. 24 - at Paso Robles
Aug. 31 - vs. Ridgeview
Sept. 7 - at Atascadero
Sept. 14 - at Independence
Sept. 21 - BYE
Sept. 28 - at Garces (SWYL game)
Oct. 5 - vs. Liberty (SWYL)
Oct. 12 - at Bakersfield (SWYL)
Oct. 19 - vs. Stockdale (SWYL)
Oct. 26 - at Centennial (SWYL)                         

Winning can often be a cure-
all formula, and Frontier is a 
good example of that.

When the new coaching staff 
took over in 2017, the Titans 
hadn’t posted a winning record 
in five years.

Chris Bandy knew he was 
taking on a daunting task of 
building up a program that was 
once a force around town with 
an 11-win season in 2011, but 
he felt it would take time.

Then Frontier reeled off a 
five-game win streak to open 
the 2017 season, proving that 
there are top-notch players 
around the campus located 
in Bakersfield’s far-northwest 
region.

“We talk about Frontier like 
this: it can be a sleeping giant,” 
Bandy said. “It’s got great at-
tendance. It’s got great kids and 
great support from the admin. 
We want to be the best in the 
area. We don’t want to just be 
compared to Ridgeview, Liberty 

or BHS … We want to be up 
there with those guys and we 
want to beat them.”

That success now leads the 
coaching staff to replace grad-
uating standouts like Tye John-
son, J.J. Flores, Alex Tyler and 
Kobe Budak.

“We are going to set the bar 
high and challenge ourselves,” 
Bandy said. “It comes down to 
trying to win league and get 
some confidence going into the 
playoffs.”

Helping the offense early in 
an attempt to replace Johnson 
and Flores — who combined for 
more than 3,000 total yards — 
will be a deep offensive line led 
by junior Jonathan Serdinsky.

“We are bringing in bigger 
guys and we are hitting the 
weight room hard,” Barnes said. 
“We’ve got a lot of young guys. 
It’s going to be great. Our line 
is going to be key this year. Big 
guys equals big wins.”

— Trevor Horn

For eight years Chris Bandy spent 
time as a lead assistant at Ridgeview on 
one of the most successful programs 
in the Central Section before trying 
his hand as head coach at Frontier last 
season.

His move to the head coaching role 
led to a change in perception for the 
Titans, with the team winning seven 
games and posting a winning record for 
the first time since 2012. Bandy and his 
players attribute that to one key factor.

“Our goal has been to change the cul-
ture and you can see that,” Bandy said. 

“We’ve got 60-something kids out here 
that want to be a part of the program. 
Intensity is a big thing. We don’t want to 
be big and strong but be soft. We have 
to be aggressive and intense.”

That will land squarely on se-
nior leaders like Ernest Jackson and 
Kameron Barnes.

“When coach Bandy got here, he 
brought his staff with him and we had 
a saying called, ‘change in culture,’” 
Barnes said. “We wanted to change our 
culture from a losing streak to trying to 
win as many games as possible. I feel 

like he brought the team together more 
as brothers. It’s a family now.”

Bandy said the leadership those se-
niors can bring into the season will help 
the team continue the momentum it 
gained from last season’s 7-4 campaign.

“We are leaning on them a lot be-
cause last year we had a lot of good 
leadership that we lost,” Bandy said. 
“These guys need to step up as leaders 
and captains and set the tone for every-
one else on the team.”

— Trevor Horn

SOUTHWEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION II
Home Field: 6401 Allen Road

History:
League Championships (1)

Section Championships (0)

2017 In Review: 7-4 Overall (2-3 SWYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Garces in D-II quarters

Senior, RB/LB - Will take over the full-time 
role at running back while returning as a side-
line-to-sideline linebacker that head coach 
Chris Bandy calls “A warrior. He’s tough, phys-
ical and has a passion for football that I have 
rarely seen. He lives it and breathes it.”

Key players

Kameron Barnes, senior, 
TE/DE - Known as a leader 
in the weight room, Barnes 
will be asked to take over 
as the top pass rusher after 
the graduation of Alex Tyler. 

Dustin Montanio, senior, 
QB - Returning as the 
starting signal caller after 
throwing for nearly 1,000 
yards and nine touchdowns 
last season.

Jonathan Serdinsky, ju-
nior, OL/DL - Since opening 
its doors a decade ago, Fron-
tier has long been known for 
big and physical offensive 
linemen. Serdinsky is an-
other in that long line.

Top returner: Ernest Jackson

HENRY A. BARRIOS / THE CALIFORNIAN

Frontier linemen get their workout in during preseason practice. The Titans will look to build off last year’s 7-4 record. 
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BRYAN NIXON
Sixth season at Liberty (43-18);  23rd overall 
(148-88-1)

Assistant coaches: Ryan Renz, defensive coor-
dinator; Rick Tucker, offensive line/tight ends; Phil 
Alvidrez, offensive line/defensive line; Tim Anton-
giovanni, special teams; Jason Oliver, defensive 
backs/wide receivers; Rick Brogdon, linebackers/run-
ning backs; Justin Crane, linebackers/running backs; 
Mike Lewis, running backs/quarterbacks; David Rice, 
offensive line; David Jacobsen, defensive line; Craig 
McMahon, special teams

LIBERTY PATRIOTS
Defining feature

Finding an adequate 
replacement for last year’s 
starting quarterback Isa-
iah Hill is going to play a 
huge factor.

Hill was an excellent 
athlete, although chose to 
focus solely on basketball 
— his strongest sport — 
entering his senior sea-
son. What’s left for the Pa-
triots is last year’s backup 
QB (and standout Liberty 
golfer) Dakota Ochoa and 
Visalia-Redwood transfer 
Hector Gonzalez.

“They’re both battling 
well. Got a good grasp 
on our philosophy and 
what we want to do offen-
sively,” head coach Bryan 
Nixon said at the outset 
of fall camp. “Who’s mak-

ing plays? That’s the big 
thing as we go forward. 
Who takes charge of this 
thing and runs with this 
football team? That’s one 
of the biggest things that 
we’ve got to have.”

The Patriots didn’t get 
a ton out of the wide re-
ceiver position last year. 
This offseason Ramon 
Henderson — a trans-
fer from  Independence 
— joined the team and 
could help the Patriots 
stretch the field.

Nixon said Henderson, 
a standout track athlete, 
could provide Liberty 
with the deep threat it 
missed last year.

— Teddy Feinberg

They’re going to play to their 
strengths — a ground-and-pound 
approach with a strong offensive line 
blocking for standout running back 
Sam Stewart Jr.

That isn’t necessarily a new thing. 
Head coach Bryan Nixon said the Pa-
triots — one of the strongest programs 
in Bakersfield year-in and year-out 
— typically spread the field to run the 
football.

Nixon said while Stewart will ob-
viously be emphasized, he also likes 
Anthony Villanueva out of the back-
field along with fellow senior Winston 
Jountti.

“Just go down the list. There’s a lot of 
running backs for us this year,” Nixon 
said. “That’s going to be one of the 
things we really focus on. We have to 
pound the football.”

Nixon said the team ran double-tight 

end sets 25 percent of the time last year 
and that the Patriots could go to more 
single-tight end or two-back align-
ments this season in an attempt to get 
their best players on the field.

“Interior wise — both lines, line-
backer, running backs — we’ve got a 
lot of returning guys which I think is 
going to be the strength of our football 
team,” the head coach said.

— Teddy Feinberg

What has changed? Head coach

Senior, RB/LB - Big, bruising back is a load 
to get on the ground and has athleticism in 
his game as well. Led the Patriots in rushing 
last year with 1,192 yards while scoring 12 
touchdowns on the ground. Also a standout 
linebacker and hard hitter on defense.

Key players

Daniel Viveros, senior, OL/
DL - Viveros will play center 
and tackle on offense. He’s 
also expected to get some 
work on the defensive line. 
A three-year varsity player. 

Anthony Villanueva, 
senior, RB/LB - A standout 
linebacker who plays with 
passion and intensity. 
Villanueva is a downhill 
runner who can also get out 
in pass coverage. 

Hunter Riley, senior, WR/
DB - A big hitter defensively 
and a good route runner 
with solid hands on offense. 
Riley is also a threat on kick 
returns for the Patriots.

SOUTHWEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION I
Home Field: 925 Jewetta Ave.
History: League Championships (8)

Section Championships (2)

2017 In Review: 6-5 Overall (5-0 SWYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Bakersfield In D-I quarters

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at Mission Viejo

Aug. 24 - vs. Ridgeview

Aug. 31 - vs. Clovis West

Sept. 7 - vs. Clovis-Buchanan

Sept. 14 - at Clovis

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - vs. Centennial (SWYL game)

Oct. 5 - at Frontier (SWYL)

Oct. 12 - at Stockdale (SWYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. Garces (SWYL)

Oct. 26 - at Bakersfield (SWYL)

Top returner: Sam Stewart Jr.

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Liberty lineman Daniel Viveros and the rest of the Patriots are looking forward to the 2018 high school football season.
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GARCES RAMS
Defining feature

Replacing ball carrier Isa-
iah Martin — a bruising back 
who punished defenses last 
season (1,578 yards rushing, 
eight touchdowns) — is the 
obvious question mark.

“In high school football, if 
you can run the ball you’re 
going to win a lot of games,” 
coach A.J. Gass pointed out. 
“That’s the hard part about 
losing an Isaiah Martin.”

The plan at the outset of 
camp was for Nick Tobias to 
take over lead-back duties. 
Without Martin, the running 
game will change schemati-
cally, Gass said.

The head coach also 
added, “We’ll see what 
Joseph Campbell can do 
throwing the ball.”

The Rams lost their three 

top pass catchers from a sea-
son ago in Lebrevon Austin, 
Zachary Hebbard and Austin 
Giggy.

Still, the team is high on 
Isaiah Bell and Collin Rankin 
as targets in the passing 
game.

While Gass said the Rams 
lost some legitimate pieces 
who did good things a sea-
son ago, the head coach was 
also quick to add, “I don’t 
think the cupboards are as 
bare as they might look on 
paper.”

It’s on the head coach — a 
former player at Fresno State 
and a 10-year veteran in the 
Canadian Football League — 
to make the pieces fit once 
again.

— Teddy Feinberg

Quarterback Joseph Campbell re-
turns after starting as a sophomore last 
season. He looks to be flanked by some 
effective pass catchers as well.

Watch out for junior wide receiver 
Isaiah Bell, who had a strong showing 
in seven-on-seven offseason workouts 
and looks poised to break out as a big-
play receiver.

“He’s got some very good speed, he’s 
a pretty clean route runner. Loves to 
compete, which is a huge bonus,” said 
head coach A.J. Gass. “He gives us a 
deep threat we really didn’t have until 

the second half of last year. We’re going 
to utilize him a little bit more.”

Said Bell, “I’m probably the fastest 
receiver out there. I had a lot of seven-
on-seven, did really well there. I have a 
good quarterback to put the ball where 
I need it to be.”

Gass also pointed to senior wide 
receiver Collin Rankin as a likely break-
out candidate.

The head coach added he likes his 
safety combination of Nick Sill and 
Isaac Bowers, and pointed to depth 
along the defensive line as an area of 

strength.
Don’t overlook the kicker position, 

either. Peter Delis holds many of the 
program’s major records (field goals in 
a season, field goals in a game, longest 
field goal). He’s also clutch — who 
could forget his 33-yard field goal to 
down BHS last year on the game’s final 
play?

Delis can hurt the opposition in 
multiple ways — as the team’s starting 
kicker, punter and cornerback.

— Teddy Feinberg

What has changed? Head coach

A.J. GASS
Fourth season at Garces (14-20); Sixth 
season overall (24-33)

Assistant coaches: Cody Kekipi, 
offensive coordinator/associate head 
coach; Erik Duncan, defensive line; Mike 
Ortiz, offensive line; Chris Sacchini, wide 
receivers; Pete Hernandez, defensive 
backs; Shannon Edwards, defensive 
backs; Mike Cooper, linebackers

Junior, QB - He throws a nice deep ball and 
came on strong down the stretch of last sea-
son. Campbell has some quality targets in the 
passing game, and could be poised to pick up 
where he left off.

Key players

Isaiah Bell, junior, WR - 
Standing at about 6-feet 
tall, 170 pounds he has good 
quickness and looks to be a 
big-play threat in the Garces 
offense.

Kaden Uribe, senior, DL - A 
versatile player up front who 
can take the field at all four 
positions along the Rams 
defensive line.             

Nick Sill, senior, safety - He 
can cover, tackle and play 
close to the line of scrim-
mage. Combines with Isaac 
Bowers to form a nice safety 
combo for the Rams.

Top returner: Joseph Campbell

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Bakersfield Christian

Aug. 24 - vs. Bellflower-St. John Bosco

Aug. 31 - at Santa-Maria-St. Joseph

Sept. 8 - vs. Fresno-San Joaquin Memorial

Sept. 14 - vs. Tehachapi

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - vs. Frontier (SWYL game)

Oct. 5 - at Bakersfield (SWYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Centennial (SWYL)

Oct. 19 - at Liberty (SWYL)

Oct. 26 - at Stockdale (SWYL)

SOUTHWEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION II
Home Field: 2800 Loma Linda Dr.
History:
League Championships (23)
Section Championships (10)
2017 In Review: 5-7 Overall (4-1 SWYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Tulare Union In D-II 
semis

HENRY A. BARRIOS/THE CALIFORNIAN

Garces quarterback Joseph Campbell calls a play during practice. The Rams could throw the football frequently in 2018.
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Brett Shelton
Fifth season at Stockdale (14-27)

Assistant coaches: Erich Smith, 
offensive coordinator; Jarudd Prosser, 
linebackers/wide receivers/special 
teams; David Hall, offensive line/ 
defensive line; Ben Ossai, offensive 
line

STOCKDALE MUSTANGS
Defining feature

The addition of new offen-
sive coordinator Erich Smith 
is the biggest change for the 
Mustangs. He’s revamped the 
offense, is able to adjust on 
a whim and communicates 
well with the players, ac-
cording to head coach Brett 
Shelton.

“He’s something special 
and I’m excited that he’s 
joined the old dark side at 
Stockdale,” Shelton joked.

Graduation took away 
starting quarterback Ja-
len Smith, running back/
linebacker Nick Maiden, 
receiver/cornerback Stephen 
Renock and receiver/line-
backer Walter Bryant — all 
key pieces to the team a sea-
son ago.

Junior Joseph Hess and 
senior Adrian Herrera are in 
a “true quarterback battle,” 
Shelton said, and “every (rep-

etition) is critical because 
they’re trying to win a spot.”

Shelton actually takes that 
approach with every player 
and position on the team.

“We want massive 
amounts of reps and we 
want you to fail so you learn 
immediately,” Shelton said, 
“whereas some coaches, they 
just talk a little too much.”

The coaches have dug 
into the offensive linemen, 
increasing intensity and the 
emphasis on the position 
group this season. Shelton 
added former Stockdale, 
University of Washington, 
AFL and CFL lineman Ben 
Ossai to work with the group.

What Stockdale hopes will 
change is its string of eight 
consecutive losing seasons 
since 2009.

— Jon Mettus

Stockdale head coach 
Brett Shelton knows that 
football is often like a chess 
match, and he has a new, 
“highly intelligent” offensive 
coordinator in control of the 
Mustangs’ pieces, bringing 
different ideas and attitudes 
to the squad.

First-year Stockdale assis-
tant Erich Smith, who spent 

the previous 11 seasons as 
head coach at Golden Valley, 
has brought along a spread-
the-field and spread-the-
ball-around approach.

“Very adaptable offensive 
scheme for what we have,” 
Shelton said. “We’ve got a lot 
of burners. Exciting year.”

Stockdale has a faster, 
smaller team this year and 

the offense is going to play 
to that, junior slotback Evan 
Burkhart said. It’s more dy-
namic, added receiver Bran-
don Dunn, and eliminates 
the idea of a favorite target.

“As long as we win games, 
we’ll be fine,” Dunn said. 
“There’s a lot of people that 
really want the ball a lot, but 
you just gotta do whatever it 

takes to get the win.”
Smith will be tasked 

with improving on the 12 
points per game Stockdale 
managed in league play 
last season and, ideally, an 
improvement from the zero 
wins and five losses in SWYL 
play will happen as a result.

— Jon Mettus

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTHWEST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION II
Home Field: 2800 Buena Vista Ave.

History:
League Championships (4)

2017 In Review: 2-8 Overall (0-5 SWYL)

Playoffs: None

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at Ridgeview

Aug. 24 - vs. Clovis

Aug. 31 - at Atascadero

Sept. 7 - vs. Independence

Sept. 14 - at Fresno-Sunnyside

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - vs. Bakersfield (SWYL game)

Oct. 5 - at Centennial (SWYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Liberty (SWYL)

Oct. 19 - at Frontier (SWYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Garces (SWYL)

Senior, SB/DB - Burkhart is dangerous 
each time he touches the ball. The slotback 
led Stockdale with seven touchdowns last 
season. A top option even though the offense 
will share the wealth.

Key players

Brandon Dunn, senior, 
WR/DB - A precise route 
runner, consistent per-
former and team leader for 
the Mustangs.

Tanner Willford, senior, 
TE/DE - Tall yet athletic and 
physical enough to play 
tight end, slot and outside 
receiver with good hands to 
boot.

Tucker Arias, junior, G/DT 
- Standing at 6-foot-2, 295 
pounds, Arias is a strong 
and physical athlete with 
good feet.

Top returner: Evan Burkhart

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Stockdale head coach Brett Shelton walks his players through a drill during preseason practice at the school field.
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The East High football 
team possesses many of 
the things needed to be 
successful — the Blades 
have players that are tal-
ented, hard-working and 
coachable.

However, the one big 
thing East doesn’t have is 
experience. East returns 
just a handful of starters 
on offense and only one on 
defense from a squad that 
went 3-8 last season.

Despite the lack of ex-
perience, new East coach 
Chad Grider has a positive 
outlook.

“I’m excited,” Grider said. 
“Their learning process is 
cruising right along. They’re 
doing a good job of picking 
up the new offensive sys-
tem. I’m very pleased with 
the numbers, with the hard 
work. I know we’re going to 
be mentally ready for the 
season.”

Despite so many new 
players on the roster, the 
Blades will have third-year 
varsity veteran Richard Lara 
directing Grider’s offense at 
quarterback.

“He’s a smart kid,” Grider 
said. “He’s picked up this 
offense as good as anybody 
I’ve been around. He’s step-
ping into those leadership 
roles, as a senior now. We 
have high hopes and high 
expectations for that young 
man.”

Lara will be surrounded 
by a plethora of players with 
a great deal of potential but 
are unproven at the varsity 
level.

The Blades defensive unit 
will feature linemen Julian 
Cueto and Noah Arvizu. 
Both are tough, physical 
players.

“It’s a young team so we 

have the challenge of trying 
to get these guys to gel and 
mold together,” Grider said. 
“We need them to buy in, to 
play for each other, and play 
as a team, and play as a fam-

ily. We’re going to find out a 
lot in our first game because 
these kids haven’t had that 
varsity experience.”

— Stephen Lynch

Chad Grider
First season at East; Fifth overall (17-21-1)
Assistant coaches: James Cain, offensive 
coordinator; Jackson Phillips, defensive coor-
dinator; Joe Garcia, offensive line; Gary Sher-
man, quarterbacks; Andre Smith, running 
backs; Johnnie Aldana, wide receivers; Eddie 
Murrow, defensive backs; Daniel Calvin, de-
fensive line; Caleb Taylor, defensive line.

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Golden Valley

Aug. 24 - at West

Aug. 31 - vs. Delano

Sept. 7 - at Chavez

Sept. 14 - vs. Porterville-Monache

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - at Mira Monte (SEYL game)

Oct. 5 - at South (SEYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. North (SEYL)

Oct. 19 - at Foothill (SEYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Highland (SEYL)

Defining feature

The roster isn’t the only thing 
that has changed dramatically with 
East since last season. Chad Grider 
is taking over as head coach after 
spending last season as the defen-
sive coordinator at Frontier.

The Blades are also switching 
leagues this year, moving from 
the South Yosemite League to the 
Southeast Yosemite League.

Grider has experience as a 
high school head coach. Between 
lengthy stints as an assistant at Ba-
kersfield College, he oversaw West 
for four seasons (2008-11).

“I definitely think that prepared 
me to be a head coach at a school 
like East High,” Grider said. “The 
experience I had at West was great. 
It was an eye-opener. It taught me, 
and it instilled some of the things 
that we’re doing here at East. It defi-
nitely helped.”

Grider will transition the Blades 

to the SEYL, where they will com-
pete against geographic rivals such 
as Highland, Foothill, and Mira 
Monte. East had a 2-17 record and 
never finished above fourth place 
in four seasons in the SYL.

“I think it’s a good move,” Grider 
said. “It’s a competitive league. It’s 
where we want to be right now. To 
me, it’s wide open. It’s exciting.”

For Grider, the focus of this sea-
son won’t be about trying to lead the 
Blades to their first league title since 
prior to the turn of the century or 
their first section title since 2004.

“The most important game is 
our first game,” Grider said. “That’s 
what we focus on. It’s day-by-day, 
game-by-game. We’re going to 
compete every game. We’re go-
ing to give it our best shot every 
game.”

— Stephen Lynch

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTHEAST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION IV
Home Field: 2220 Quincy St.

History:
League Championships (10)

Section Championships (1)

2017 In Review: 3-8 Overall (0-5 SYL)

Playoffs: Lost to North In D-IV first round

Senior, QB - An experienced dual-threat 
signal caller who’s passed for 2,048 yards 
and 19 touchdowns during two seasons as 
the Blades’ starter. Adept at quickly reading 
opposing defenses and making intelligent de-
cisions with the ball.

Key players

Jason Beltran, senior, WR - 
Fast, smart, and hard-work-
ing. Caught seven passes 
for 159 yards and a touch-
down last year. 

Julian Cueto, junior, OL/
DL - Expected to be a two-
way starter for the Blades. 
Tough, aggressive lineman 
who plays hard every snap.

Nate Martinez, junior, 
RB - Fierce competitor who 
hates to lose. Tough runner 
who pounds the ball inside. 
Teams with speedy back-
field mate Brandon Austin.

Top returner: Richard Lara

EAST BLADES

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

East High wide receiver Jason Beltran looks to be a top target in the passing game.
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While they’ve had some 
memorable names roll 
through the program in 
years past (Joey Porter, 
Rashaan Shehee, Lonnie 
Shelton to name a few), the 
Trojans have fallen on hard 
times for the better part of 
15 years.

They now enter a new 
year with a new head coach 
(their third in three years) 
and are looking to get off the 
mat. 

Heck, a win or two would 
be great after going 6-42 
over the past five seasons 
and coming off a 1-8 mark 
last year.

“I would love to tell you 
that there’s a magic formula 
that I have written up in the 
back of my head, that some 
scheme is going to come 
out and we’re going to win 
everything,” head coach 
Brandon Deckard said. 

“We’re going to work 
hard, we’re going to put in 
the effort in. The kids have 
worked hard all summer, 
put the effort into the weight 
room.”

Deckard said he hasn’t put 
a win-loss record on what 
would make the Trojans’ 
season a success.

“We want to be compet-
itive with everybody that 
we’re playing,” he said. 

“One of the big talks here 
last year was that big High-
land game here, they blew 
us out by (49). Those are 
things that, no matter what 
the wins and losses are at 
the end of the day, we need 
to do away with that stuff. 

We need people to know 
that if you come to Foothill 
High School, and you play 

us, you’re in for a battle, 
no matter what happens. 
That’s our goal, that’s our 

expectations.”

— Teddy Feinberg

Brandon Deckard
First season at Foothill; Fourth overall (15-16)
Assistant coaches: James Meredith, de-
fensive coordinator; Dallas Plater, special 
teams; Andy Dura, offensive line/defensive 
line; Luis Vendura, linebackers; Raully Lou De 
la Rosa, defensive backs; Leonard Nevilles, 
defensive line; Curtis Fainter, offensive line

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Kennedy 

Aug. 24 - at Arvin

Aug. 31 - at West

Sept. 7 - at Shafter

Sept. 14 - vs. Delano

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - vs. South (SEYL game)

Oct. 5 - at North (SEYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Highland (SEYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. East (SEYL)

Oct. 26 - at Mira Monte (SEYL)

Defining feature

A new coach is in place and 
he’s looking to right the ship.

Brandon Deckard is not a 
rookie, however. He spent 12 
years at Kern Valley, the last 
three as head coach. His best 
season in charge of the Broncs 
resulted in an 8-3 record and a 
trip to the Central Section Di-
vision V playoffs. Prior to Kern 
Valley, Deckard spent three 
years at Highland, meaning he’s 
familiar with facing Foothill on 
Friday night.

“As a teacher and as a coach, 
there’s not much I haven’t 
really seen. I know how the 
kids — how they’re going to re-
act, what they’re going to do,” 
Deckard said. “You got to bring 
that experience with you. It’s 
a culmination of everything 
you’ve learned over 17 years.”

Running back Ed Hurd said 
chemistry was better in the 
locker room this training camp 
and thinks it can translate into 
more success on the field.

“Work together. The past 
years we’ve been arguing. That 
really brings us down. That 
does not help,” Hurd said. “We 
need chemistry.”

Deckard said he wants the 
team to be stronger both men-
tally and physically in 2018.

“Toughness. We need to be 
tougher than what we were 
last year. We need to be hard 
nosed,” the head coach said. 
“Can’t be afraid to hit, can’t be 
afraid to run the ball between 
the tackles. And we need to get 
better at it right now.”

— Teddy Feinberg

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTHEAST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION V
Home Field: 501 Park Drive

History:
League Championships (9)

Section Championships (0)

2017 In Review: 1-8 Overall (1-3 SEYL)

Playoffs: None

Senior, RB/DB - A running back and defen-
sive back, Hurd is a tough, soft-spoken leader 
for the Trojans. He started last season for 
Foothill.

Key players

Jose Gallegos, senior, WR 
- Another lead-by-example 
player for Foothill, Gallegos 
has soft hands and good 
speed.

Isaac Mata, senior, RB/WR 
- A tough, fearless player 
who’s not afraid to run pass-
ing routes over the middle 
or run between the tackles.

Miguel Moreno, senior, 
OL/DL - The Trojans need 
the 6-foot, 250-pounder 
to anchor both lines as an 
offensive and defensive 
tackle.

Top returner: Ed Hurd

FOOTHILL TROJANS

FELIX ADAMO/THE CALIFORNIAN

Foothill’s Ed Hurd protects the ball after taking a handoff during a morning practice this 
summer. Hurd, a returning starter for the Trojans’ offense, could carry the load this year.
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Michael Gutierrez
Fifth season at Highland (23-21)
Assistant coaches: Christopher Jacquez, defen-
sive coordinator; Jorge Moreno, H-backs/lineback-
ers; Angel Posadas offensive line/defensive line; 
David Jackson, wide receivers/cornerbacks; David 
Yubeta, running backs/linebackers; Gabe Johnson, 
wide receivers/cornerbacks; Scot Smith, wide re-
ceivers/free safeties; Arnaldo Cueto, director of 
player performance and wellness

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at Arvin 

Aug. 24 - vs. Shafter

Aug. 31 - vs. Kennedy

Sept. 7 - at Tehachapi

Sept. 14 - vs. Golden Valley

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - vs. North (SEYL game)

Oct. 5 - at Mira Monte (SEYL)

Oct. 12 - at Foothill (SEYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. South (SEYL)

Oct. 26 - at East (SEYL)

Defining feature

Under normal circum-
stances, replacing a senior 
quarterback from one year to 
the next is hard enough. 

In the Scots case, they have 
to replace two following the 
graduations of Cade Sakamoto 
and Zeke Arambulo.

The duo threw for over 1,644 
yards, ran for over 600 yards 
and scored 34 total touch-
downs (passing and rushing).

The Scots will now turn to 
A.J. Cleveland, a sophomore 
who was praised for his smarts 
and athleticism.

Head coach Michael Guti-
errez added that Highland’s 
junior varsity and varsity pro-
grams run the same offensive 
systems, which should make 
for a good transition.

“I think we can do similar 

stuff to what we’ve done in the 
past,” the head coach said.

The two quarterbacks 
weren’t the only key players 
who departed this offseason.

Gutierrez said replacing Josh 
Yubeta on the offensive line 
will be key. The team also lost 
its top running backs from a 
season ago, including Cole 
Johnson who started in the of-
fensive backfield and at strong 
safety.

“We did lose a lot of kids,” 
Gutierrez said. “It’s fun to 
really re-connect with a new 
group of kids and it’s fun to be 
able to do some of the coach-
ing that maybe I didn’t have to 
with Zeke Arambulo and Cade 
Sakamoto being three-year 
quarterbacks for us.”

— Teddy Feinberg

The Scots had a historic 
season in 2017, winning their 
first football league champi-
onship in school history.

Entering his fifth season 
with the program, head 
coach Mike Gutierrez 
has done a good job at 
the school and wants to 
continue building off that 
momentum.

“We want to be successful 
here at Highland. Some-

times it seems like we were 
just satisfied being here. But 
now, we want to win. We 
want to prove a point,” he 
said. “We’re not just an east 
side team, but a team that 
can compete with teams 
throughout Bakersfield and 
throughout our section.”

Gutierrez believes the 
Scots can lean on their 
toughness and team speed 
to give opponents fits.

“We know we won’t be 
the biggest, we won’t be as 
strong as we’ve been in the 
past. We’re a lot younger. 
But we got a lot of tough 
guys who work hard. A lot 
of smart guys,” he said. 
“They’re very, very physical. 
So we can use our speed 
to our advantage since we 
don’t have the size, and 
make sure we use the lever-
age that we get.”

One area the team consid-
ers a position of strength is 
wide receiver, where Gutier-
rez said the Scots can rotate 
close to 12 players.

“We’ve got a lot of depth. 
Two or three guys that could 
step in any time,” said senior 
wide receiver Louie Salas. “A 
lot of hard workers and a lot 
of guys that can step in and 
do the job.”

— Teddy Feinberg

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTHEAST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION III
Home Field: 2900 Royal Scots Way

History:
League Championships (1)

Section Championships (0)

2017 In Review: 8-2 Overall (3-1 SEYL)

Playoffs: Lost to West in D-III first round

Senior, WR - A quiet and composed leader 
for the Scots, he’ll headline a deep receiving 
corps in 2018 and be a playmaker on the 
outside.

Key players
Nick Salas, junior, WR/
DB - A smooth player with 
sneaky speed, Salas has 
great hands. Gets positive 
yards after the catch and 
can take the ball away 
defensively.

Angel Trevino, senior, 
RG/DE - This 6-foot-5, 
230-pounder has gotten 
stronger in the weight room 
and developed as a leader 
on both lines.

Zac Green, senior, RB - A 
transfer from Stockdale, 
this big-bodied back is 
quick and sees the field 
well. The coaching staff 
likes his blend of speed and 
physicality.

Top returner: Matt Miranda

HIGHLAND SCOTS

ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Highland High running back Zac Green carries the ball during a drill at a summer practice at Highland.
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On the Thursday morning 
before school started during 
the first week of fall practice, 
there were 11 cars in the 
parking lot near the football 
field at Mira Monte. Seven 
of those vehicles belonged 
to members of the Lions’ 
coaching staff.

As the farthest-east cam-
pus in Bakersfield sitting 
between two agricultural 
fields on the south side of 
Highway 58, it’s far removed 
from the vast suburbia that 
most of the newer schools in 
town resemble.

“Transportation has been 
a challenge,” Lions first-year 
head coach Christian John-
son said. “I know we have 
a ton of buses that service 
our school, I know it’s not an 
ideal situation. I’m not going 
to make excuses about it. 
Our kids are getting here ev-
ery day and we have had to 
adjust our coaching sched-
ule and practice schedule to 
help them.”

When Johnson took over 
the program last season 
after leaving Ridgeview as 
an assistant coach, he knew 
there was going to be the 
challenge of getting players 
to practice. Count a brand 
new coaching staff in on 
that challenge as well after 
the Lions went 0-9 in 2017.

“It’s just getting our kids 
out,” Johnson said. “That 
was the biggest factor that 
I was told when taking this 
job. But the kids have been 
coming out all summer and 
putting in a lot of time and 
they are getting better. We 

are getting there, little by 
little.”

Johnson said the roster 
will likely be around 40 play-
ers because he chose to can-
cel the junior varsity pro-
gram this season to allow his 
staff to work more closely 
with the underclassmen on 
the varsity level.

“We have raised the bar 

and told them this is the 
standard we are going to 
set,” Johnson said. “I have a 
great coaching staff that has 
instilled that.”

The defensive line will 
be key to the program this 
season, Johnson said. Led 
by seniors Ralph Campas 
and Yiannis Vlahakis, stop-
ping the run will be of vital 

importance.
“I am not saying we are 

going to come in here and 
win right away, but the tra-
dition starts now,” Johnson 
said. “We will compete and 
earn the respect on the east 
side of town. It’s all about 
the kids. They’ve bought in.”

— Trevor Horn

Christian Johnson
First season at Mira Monte
Assistant coaches: Matt Akers, de-
fensive coordinator; Cameron Shelton, 
linebackers/wide receivers; Andrew Le-
tourneau, running backs/defensive backs; 
Bernel Jones, defensive line; Jeff Skidmore, 
offensive line; Theo Gergan, offensive coor-
dinator; Alfred Moreno, tight ends

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at Shafter 

Aug. 24 - at Kennedy

Aug. 31 - BYE

Sept. 7 - vs Arvin

Sept. 14 - at Kern Valley, 7 p.m.

Sept. 21 - vs. Rosamond

Sept. 28 - vs. East (SEYL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. Highland (SEYL)

Oct. 12 - at South (SEYL)

Oct. 19 - at North (SEYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Foothill (SEYL)

Defining feature

Since the current seniors 
on Mira Monte’s roster were 
in junior high, the Lions have 
won just four football games 
in five years.

Making things even harder 
on the returning players this 
fall, the Lions lost a 28-27 
heartbreaker to rival Foothill 
to finish off last season. In the 
other eight games of the 2017 
campaign, the Lions managed 
just 27 points total and were 
shutout six times.

When Christian Johnson 
took over as head coach, he 
made sure that he modeled 
his leadership after longtime 
Ridgeview coach Dennis 
Manning.

“I am not trying to turn Mira 
Monte into Ridgeview because 
Mira Monte is not Ridgeview,” 
Johnson said. “But some of 
the things I have taken from 

being with Dennis (Manning) 
and those guys over there. It’s 
about the team. Everyone has 
a role. When they buy into 
that, fun things start happen-
ing. Mostly winning.”

Johnson brought in coaches 
like Bernel Jones (former Al-
abama defensive lineman), 
Cameron Shelton (former 
Bakersfield College player), Jeff 
Skidmore (former East High 
offensive line coach) and Matt 
Akers (former Fresno State 
player) to help instill a winning 
tradition on a campus that has 
yet to have a winning season.

“The new coaching staff is 
different than what we had 
before,” senior defensive line-
man Ralph Campas said. “It’s 
more intense. You’ve got to 
get used to the coaches caring 
more.”

— Trevor Horn

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTHEAST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION IV
Home Field: 1800 South Fairfax Road

History:
League Championships (1)

Section Championships (0)

2017 In Review: 0-9 Overall (0-4 SEYL)

Playoffs: None

Senior, DE/TE - The new coaching staff at 
Mira Monte strongly believes the defensive 
line is the top group on the team. Leading the 
way up front is Campas, a strong and slender 
edge rusher with speed.

Key players

Yiannis Vlahakis, senior, 
OL/NG - Another leader up 
front. Will be asked to play 
both ways on the line as the 
team’s top returning tackler.

Jaulynee Riggens, junior, 
RB/WR - A speedster with 
great vision. Will be a focal 
point on offense that needs 
a boost after scoring just 54 
points in 2017. 

Javier Vasquez, freshman, 
DE - Without a JV team this 
season, plenty of under-
classmen will get a shot 
at varsity. Vasquez has the 
size and strength to help 
immediately.

Top returner: Ralph Campas

MIRA MONTE LIONS

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Mira Monte lineman Yiannis Vlahakis (0) leads his teammates onto the practice field.



22    The Bakersfield Californian    Thursday, August 16, 2018

Coming off one of the 
best seasons in North High 
history — which included 
a share of the Southeast 
Yosemite League champi-
onship, a semifinals berth 
in the Division IV playoffs 
and tying the most wins in 
school history since 1970 
(nine) — expectations are 
high in Oildale this season.

However, it took a late six-
game winning streak to get 
the Stars to the D-IV semifi-
nals, overcoming a 3-3 roller 
coaster start. 

Head coach Norm Brown 
wants to avoid a repeat 
of that and looks to start 
the season strong in their 
opener against former 
league foe Centennial.

“Last year was special but 
it was like pulling teeth,” 
Brown said. 

“We started out very slow 
out of the gate and we can’t 
have that kind of start this 
year with these guys.

“We might be playing 
(Centennial) in Oildale, but 
they’re just right around 
the block so it doesn’t 
mean much for home-field. 
They’re going to bring a gi-
ant crowd so it’s going to be 
a playoff atmosphere.”

The Stars will boast a 
smaller-than-usual team 
this season, which will de-
mand players take the field 
at multiple positions. 

It will also require them to 
work harder on condition-
ing in practice to keep them 
on the field for all four quar-
ters and turn the team into a 
close, tight unit. 

Brown, however, sees that 

as an asset.
“We’re hoping the experi-

ence comes through because 
we don’t have a big unit this 

year. But like with coach Paul 
Golla at BHS, he doesn’t have 
big numbers, he gets the 
group he wants, iron sharp-

ens iron, less is more, and so 
that’s our philosophy right 
now,” Brown said.

— Josh Bennett

Norm Brown
Fourth season at North (19-17); ninth 
overall (49-49-1)
Assistant coaches: Chris Lucas, line-
backers/running backs; Paul Bobbitt, 
quarterbacks/special teams; Jihad Law-
rence defensive backs/wide receivers

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Centennial 

Aug. 25 - at Monterey

Aug. 31 - vs. Shafter

Sept. 7 - at Wasco

Sept. 14 - vs. West

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - at Highland (SEYL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. Foothill (SEYL)

Oct. 12 - at East (SEYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. Mira Monte (SEYL)

Oct. 26 - at South (SEYL)

Defining feature

Former quarterback Bailey 
West left North with school 
passing records etched in his 
name. Now the Stars find them-
selves with a hole under center 
and have been in the midst of a 
quarterback battle this summer.

“(West) left a great mentality 
and lineage of what we need in 
terms of leadership in that posi-
tion,” head coach Norm Brown 
said. “Now, based on that, we 
have to roll up our sleeves and 
start working.”

Shannon Ferguson is return-
ing to football coming off a first-
team all-league season in basket-
ball. He will be asked to bring his 
leadership skills from the court 
to the field.

Cole Fields, who was West’s 
backup last season, is seen as 
a pure athlete by Brown who 
can play multiple positions in 

the secondary, backfield, and at 
receiver. Although noted as the 
early favorite for the quarterback 
job, Fields’ versatility could be the 
reason why he’s not the main QB 
for North throughout the year.

North lost a few players who 
were four-year varsity players 
over the offseason, so while there 
is still experience on the team, 
there is also a lot of youth looking 
for new veteran leaders to step 
up. One of those potential leaders 
could be senior James Johnson.

“I want to help my guys out 
as much as I can and be a leader 
every day and show the younger 
guys the ins and outs of every-
thing,” Johnson said. “I’m one of 
the older guys now. I’m used to 
being the little guy out there, so 
it’s going to be fun this year.”

— Josh Bennett

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTHEAST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION IV
Home Field: 300 Galaxy Avenue

History:
League Championships (11)

Section Championships (1)

2017 In Review: 9-4 Overall (3-1 SEYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Visalia-CVC in D-IV semis

Senior, TE/LB - A first-team BVarsity All-Area 
player and the SEYL Defensive Player of the 
Year, Johnson received plenty of accolades 
last season, and will be expected to repeat 
his dominant play on both sides of the ball in 
2018. He led the Stars in both sacks (18) and 
receiving yards (748) last year.

Key players

Chris Romero, senior, RB/
DB - North’s top rusher re-
turns, after posting a 1,600-
yard, 22-touchdown season. 
Romero was a second-team 
All-Area selection last year.

Shannon Ferguson, senior, 
QB/DB/P - A first team all-
league player for the Stars’ 
basketball team, Ferguson 
will be competing for snaps 
at quarterback.

Cole Fields, senior, QB/SB/
DB - Fields can play multiple 
positions on both sides of 
the ball and will be asked to 
fill those roles throughout 
the 2018 season.

Top returner: James Johnson

NORTH STARS

ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

James Johnson is a two-way force for the Stars as a top receiver and pass rusher.
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With most of its starters 
back on both sides of the 
ball, South will field a team 
this year that has a lot of 
experience playing together. 
That familiarity has helped 
the Rebels develop into a 
cohesive squad and gives 
coach Cary Mills optimism 
that South can win another 
South Yosemite League 
championship.

“We have really good 
team chemistry,” Mills said. 
“I’m just excited to see these 
guys play together because 
they seem to really like one 
another and they’re hard 
working kids.”

The Rebels have won 
three SEYL titles outright 
and a share of two others 
during Mills’ five-year ten-
ure as head coach. During 
that span South has posted 
an impressive 18-2 league 
record.

The Rebels’ cause will 
be helped greatly by the 
return of starting quarter-
back Bryson Aguirre, who 
passed for 1,147 yards and 
13 touchdowns, the entire 
starting offensive line, and 
a solid contingent of defen-
sive players including Ryan 
Harlan, Demetris Acevedo 
and Joe Jones. Aguirre will 
serve as the trigger man for 
an offense that averaged 
23.8 points per game a year 
ago. Mills thinks Aguirre is 
primed to help make the 
Rebels offense even more 
potent this year.

“He’s faster; he’s smarter; 
he’s developed into a better 
leader; and he’s a better 

thrower,” Mills said of Agu-
irre. “He’s improved in all 
areas. He’s doing more than 
what we’re asking of him or 
expect of him.”

Despite Aguirre’s im-

provement, he won’t be 
asked do all the heavy-lifting 
due to South’s share-the-
load mentality.

“We’re very team-oriented 
this year,” Mills said. “…I 

like the way they work as 
a team much better than 
last year. This group of kids 
understand how to play 
together.” 

— Stephen Lynch

Cary Mills
Sixth season at South (39-18)
Assistant coaches: Andy Coyle, defensive 
coordinator; Daron Mackey, running backs/
linebackers/special teams; A.J. Johnson, wide 
receivers; Paxton Garner, quarterbacks/de-
fensive backs; Karem Bland, defensive backs/
special teams; James Holland offensive line/
defensive line

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at Independence 

Aug. 23 - at Delano

Aug. 31 - at Golden Valley

Sept. 7 - vs. Fresno

Sept. 14 - BYE

Sept. 21- vs. West

Sept. 28 - at Foothill (SEYL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. East (SEYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Mira Monte (SEYL)

Oct. 19 - at Highland (SEYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. North (SEYL)

Defining feature

Despite having so many 
starters back, South gradu-
ated several of its top play-
makers from last season.

The Rebels lost their leading 
rusher and touchdown scorer 
Dorian Mitchell (759 yards, six 
TDs) plus their two most pro-
lific receivers. South’s roster 
has been littered with speedy 
game-breakers every year 
since head coach Cary Mills 
took over the program in 2013.

This season the Rebels 
won’t have their usual arsenal 
of breakaway threats capable 
of scoring from anywhere.

“We’re not as athletically 
talented as we’ve been in 
years past,” Mills said. “This 
year there’s going to be 
maybe three or four guys that 
have 600 yards rushing.”

Though it probably won’t be 

nearly as explosive as in recent 
years, South is still plenty tal-
ented enough to win the SEYL 
championship and make a 
deep run in the Division III 
playoffs. The once downtrod-
den Rebels (26-61 record from 
2004-2011) have evolved into 
one of the most successful 
teams in Kern County. Since 
2013 the Rebels have won 74 
percent (37-13) of their regular 
season games.

The postseason has been a 
slightly different story. South 
is 3-5 in the playoffs over the 
past five years. Last season 
they lost in the first round 
of the D-III playoffs after 
four straight years of getting 
knocked out in the quarterfi-
nals. Mills is hoping this year 
will be different.

  — Stephen Lynch

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTHEAST YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION III
Home Field: 1101 Planz Road

History:
League Championships (10)

Section Championships (1)

2017 In Review: 5-5 Overall (3-1 SEYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Tehachapi in D-III first round

Senior, QB - Strong, accurate passer. Has de-
veloped into a dual-threat. Strong knowledge 
of the offense. Experienced and confident 
leader who is cool under pressure. Threw for 
13 touchdowns last year. 

Key players

Ryan Harlan, senior, RB/
LB - A smart, hard-nosed, 
hard-working two-way 
starter. Rushed for 130 
yards last season and had 91 
receiving.

Demetris Acevedo, senior, 
RB/MLB - Invaluable as a 
team leader. The heart and 
soul of the Rebels. Finished 
sixth on the team last year 
with 39 tackles.

Cristian Gonzalez, senior, 
WR - Sure-handed wide 
receiver and solid blocker. 
Underrated speed, deep 
threat. Averaged 21.5 yards 
per catch last year. 

Top returner: Bryson Aguirre

SOUTH REBELS

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Ryan Harlan returns to the Rebels backfield as the team’s hard-nosed ball carrier.
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BAKERSFIELD CHRISTIAN EAGLES

Darren Carr
Fourth season at Bakersfield Christian (29-8)
Assistant coaches: David Carr, offensive 
coordinator; Rodger Carr, quarterbacks; Blain 
Wingle, offensive line; Mike Carr, offensive line; 
Alex Wallace, defensive backs; Derick Mar-
tin, defensive backs; Bryson Sumlin, running 
backs/special teams; Gus Theodore, safeties; 
Demarcus Clear, wide receivers; Daryl Miller, 
wide receivers/specialist; Eric Mahanke, 
strength and conditioning; Will Mahan, kickers/
punters; Tom McCormack, equipment; Eddie 
Drake, video

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at Garces 

Aug. 24 - vs. Visalia-Central Valley Christian

Aug. 31 - at Las Vegas-Faith Lutheran

Sept. 7 - vs. Santa Maria-St. Joseph

Sept. 14 - BYE

Sept. 21- vs. Westlake Village-Oaks Christian

Sept. 28 - vs. West (SYL game)

Oct. 5 - at Tehachapi (SYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Ridgeview (SYL)

Oct. 19 - at Independence (SYL)

Oct. 26 - at Golden Valley (SYL)

Defining feature

Aside from switching leagues, 
the Eagles also lost record-setting 
quarterback Braden Wingle. That’s 
big for a program that’s long been 
a quarterback factory — aside 
from Wingle, recent years have 
seen Oakland Raiders quarterback 
Derek Carr suit for up the Eagles, 
along with last year’s starter at Ba-
kersfield College Brandon Jones. 
Now BCHS will turn to either 
Bakersfield High transfer Jacob 
Maran or Dos Palos transfer Dom-
inic Gamboni to get the job done 
under center.

Head coach Derek Carr said if 
Maran gets the nod, the offense 
could look slightly different than 
in years past because of the 
senior’s ability to get out of the 
pocket and run the football.

“They’re both leaders on our 
football team. They help each 
other out. I always like quarter-

back competitions,” Carr said. 
“Both guys are working their tails 
off. Great kids. They fit the mold 
that Braden and Brandon and 
Derek kind of had at BCHS. Just 
the character. First ones there, 
last ones to leave. That extra 
stuff.”

The Eagles are also moving into 
the South Yosemite League, after 
flat-out dominating the South Se-
quoia League with a 28-2 record 
over the past six seasons. The SYL 
will be a step up in competition, 
with the likes of Ridgeview, Inde-
pendence, West, Tehachapi and 
Golden Valley dotting the sched-
ule. That opposition will provide 
different coaching styles, perhaps 
a higher level of consistency, and 
just better overall depth to deal 
with on the other side of the field.

— Teddy Feinberg

They’re certainly one of 
the more consistent pro-
grams in Bakersfield, with a 
59-19 overall record the past 
six years and a 28-2 mark in 
league play during that time.

The Eagles have four sec-
tion championships on their 
resume and played for a CIF 
Division IV-AA state cham-

pionship in 2016. Yes, the 
coaching staff has this group 
prepared and they’re used to 
winning.

Also, the offensive coor-
dinator, David Carr, has pro 
pedigree — the former No. 1 
pick in the 2002 NFL Draft, 
he played 11 seasons in the 
NFL and won a Super Bowl 

championship as backup 
quarterback with the New 
York Giants in 2012.

While the Eagles step 
up in competition this 
year, moving to the South 
Yosemite League, they are 
well coached. They will be 
pushed and could have a 
few more losses dot the 

schedule, but don’t expect 
the team to fall off the map.

“We haven’t really had 
a dip in our practices yet,” 
head coach Darren Carr 
said. “We really haven’t had 
a lull….For the most part, 
these guys really love play-
ing football.”

— Teddy Feinberg

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION III
Home Field: 12775 Stockdale Highway

History:
League Championships (5)

Section Championships (4)

2017 In Review: 10-2 overall (6-0 SSL)

Playoffs: Lost to Fresno-SJM in D-III semis

Senior, WR/RB/CB - He does a little bit of 
everything for the Eagles, including as primary 
locker room leader. Last year Glinton ran for 
221 yards, made six receptions for 46 yards, 
and recorded an interception and two passes 
defensed.

Key players

Alex Wallace, senior, WR/
DB - A quick and shifty slot 
receiver who has a nose for 
the ball on defense. Also a 
threat on special teams in 
the return game.

Myran Randle, senior, WR/
DB -Finished last year with 
25 receptions for 327 yards 
and six touchdowns. He’ll 
make a bigger impact in the 
defensive backfield.

Ben Yurosek, junior, TE/DE 
- At 6-foot-5, 225 pounds, 
Yurosek is a difference 
maker on the defensive 
line and as a multi-faceted 
threat on offense.

Top returner: Keonte Glinton

HENRY A. BARRIOS / THE CALIFORNIAN

Bakersfield Christian’s Randy Raymond, right, attempts to break up a pass play but Myran Randle wrangles in the catch 
for a touchdown during summer practice at BCHS. Randle looks to be a threat both at wide receiver and safety.
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Josh Bocker
First season at Golden Valley
Assistant coaches: Raul Rodriguez, de-
fensive coordinator/defensive backs; George 
San Miguel, quarterbacks; Jordan Calderon, 
offensive line; Todd Preston, defensive line; 
Marcus Bruley, wide receivers; Dimas Reza, 
offensive line; Dustin Wilkins, linebackers

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at East 

Aug. 24 - at Centennial

Aug. 31 - vs. South

Sept. 7 - vs. Santa Maria

Sept. 14 - at Highland

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - vs. Ridgeview (SYL game)

Oct. 5 - at Independence (SYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Tehachapi (SYL)

Oct. 19 - at West (SYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Bakersfield Christian (SYL)

GOLDEN VALLEY BULLDOGS
Defining feature

What has stayed the same 
would be a shorter list. The 
Bulldogs lost their head 
coach, their star athlete (Carl 
Jones, who transferred to Ba-
kersfield High) and a bunch 
of seniors.

Only two of the eight play-
ers who recorded rushing 
yards (Ronnie Simril and Ja-
cob Ringgold) last season are 
back. Just three of the seven 
who caught passes in 2017 
(Simril, Donovan Valdovinos 
and Adrian Hodges) are on 
the 2018 roster.

“We got some good tal-
ent,” Simril, a receiver, said of 
the 2018 group. “We got like 
two seniors, our quarterback, 
Robert, and our running 
back, Jacob. (Ringgold is) 
good, he’s really out here 

teaching us stuff. We’ve got 
some good skill players.”

Robert Figueroa, who did 
not play last season, is the 
favorite to win the starting 
quarterback job. Ringgold 
played just three games in 
2017 because of a right leg 
injury, so he wants to make 
up for lost time.

The Bulldogs also added 
Dwayne Dickerson, a highly 
motivated linebacker who 
did not play last year but has 
the ability to be an “elite” 
high school player, according 
to Golden Valley head coach 
Josh Bocker.

“I think he’s gonna sur-
prise a lot of people this 
year,” Bocker said.

— Jon Mettus

Wins and losses are some-
times overrated, according 
to new Golden Valley coach 
Josh Bocker, so that won’t be 
how he evaluates the 2018 
season.

“If we see growth and we 
see buy in, that’s a success-
ful season,” Bocker said. 

“If I can improve these 
young men’s lives then we 
are gonna be successful.”

Only being on the job for 
about a month before the 
start of fall camp, Bocker 
had to make quick work of 
getting that buy in. 

That boiled down to 
team-building activities, 
giving his players rides and 
lifting weights with them.

“I can relate to them,” said 
the 24-year-old coach. 

“I play Fortnite just like 

they do. I watch the current 
game of football. I’m still 
single so I get to talk to them 
about girls and stuff so that’s 
pretty awesome. But it’s just 
been fun trying to bond with 
these guys because we’re so 
close in age and we all know 
what we want.”

His imprint on the field 
will mean a shotgun offense 
that runs the ball a good 

amount. 
The defense will be an 

aggressive one that flies to 
the ball. 

Bocker knows installing 
a system takes time, but 
insists that once he gets 
the “buy in” from his play-
ers, it’ll be like he’s been at 
Golden Valley for years.

— Jon Mettus

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION III
Home Field: 801 Hosking Avenue

History:
League Championships (3)

Section Championships (0)

2017 In Review: 3-7 Overall (1-4 SYL)

Playoffs: None

Senior, RB/DB - Ringgold is a high-motor 
running back with good footwork. A right leg 
injury kept him out of all but three games in 
2017, motivating him even more for his senior 
year.

Key players

Ronnie Simril, junior, WR/
DB - The team’s top returner 
in rushing and receiving 
yards, who has shifty moves 
in the open field. 

Jason Fair, junior, S - A 
newcomer but a natu-
rally instinctive safety, he 
should anchor the back of 
of the Bulldogs defensive 
backfield. 

Riley Dickey, junior, OL/
DL - The team’s rock on the 
line, who is consistent and 
strong in the trenches. They 
will count on him to anchor 
the interior.

Top returner: Jacob Ringgold

ROD THORNBURG/FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Ronnie Simril tries to bring in a one-handed catch during practice. The junior could be a big play threat for the Bulldogs.
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INDEPENDENCE FALCONS

Tyler Schilhabel
First season at Independence
Assistant coaches: Russell Robert-
son, OL/DL; Dave Schilhabel, RB/LB; 
Kenny Wiley, defensive coordinator

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. South 

Aug. 24 - vs. Selma

Aug. 31 - at Arroyo Grande

Sept. 7 - at Stockdale

Sept. 14 - at Frontier

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - at Tehachapi (SYL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. Golden Valley (SYL)

Oct. 12 - at West (SYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. Bakersfield Christian (SYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Ridgeview (SYL)

Defining feature

When a winning program has 
to go through a coaching change 
late in the offseason, it can take a 
toll on the players.

However, at Independence, 
Tyler Schilhabel said it wasn’t 
that difficult to get his team 
dialed into what he and his 
coaching staff wants the Fal-
cons to build on.

“I think it’s getting a lot of 
time with them and getting a lot 
of time in the classroom,” Schil-
habel said. “I’ve already seen it 
with them (over the summer), 
guys were able to transition very 
quickly and have confidence in 
this staff.”

Players like quarterback 
Sergio Borreli knew Schilhabel 
when he was an assistant coach, 
when the current seniors were 
freshmen.

“We are ready to play,” Borreli 
said. “It’s great to have (Schilha-
bel) here. He’s a really great guy.”

At just 24 years old, Schilha-
bel is one of the youngest head 
coaches in the Central Section. 
But with nearly five years of 
coaching experience, the blue-
print was built quickly in hopes 
the Falcons can build off a suc-
cessful 2017 season.

“They had success last year 
and know they can build off 
that,” Schilhabel said. “That’s 
what played into things being a 
little more seamless. They know 
the success they’ve had. They 
know the guys who are return-
ing. All they have to do is believe 
in what we are trying to do.”

— Trevor Horn

A late resignation by 
former head coach Lucas 
Lucero left Independence 
in a lurch, conducting a job 
search late in the spring.

On May 24 former Falcons 
quarterback Tyler Schilha-
bel, who was paralyzed after 
an ATV accident in 2010, 
returned to his alma mater 
as head coach.

Independence won a 

school-record seven games 
in 2017 and, even with the 
late change in the coaching 
seat, appears to have carried 
that momentum into this 
fall.

“As soon I got here, I let 
them know what I was all 
about and what this pro-
gram was going to be all 
about going forward,” Schil-
habel said. 

“Everybody bought in 
right away, which I was 
really excited for. Nobody 
rolled their eyes, nobody 
showed any hesitation.”

It doesn’t hurt that the 
Falcons return enough skill 
players that will fit right into 
the new offense Schilhabel 
has instilled.

Malik DeLouth and Ar-
mani Denweed were key to 

the run and pass game last 
season and quarterback Ser-
gio Borreli returns.

“Those guys will be able 
to make some plays for us,” 
Schilhabel said. 

“I am excited to get the 
ball in their hands and let 
them do their thing.”

— Trevor Horn

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION III
Home Field: 8001 Old River Road

History:
League Championships (3)

Section Championships (0)

2017 In Review: 7-4 Overall (4-1 SYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Fresno in D-III first round

Senior, RB/DB - First-year head coach Tyler 
Schilhabel calls the speedy and elusive run-
ning back a “silent, but good leader” whom 
other players rally around. Could be a big play-
maker again this fall for the Falcons.

Key players

Sergio Borreli, senior, QB - 
Returns after splitting time 
at quarterback in 2017. Can 
run well and will be used 
more in the pistol offense. 

Armani Denweed, senior, 
WR/CB - Another two-way 
standout for Independence. 
Solid size and speed, which 
helps him cover the whole 
field.

Nate Enriquez, senior, 
OL/DL - Key player on a 
quick-yet-undersized offen-
sive line, Enriquez is a vocal 
leader for Independence.

Top returner: Malik Delouth

HENRY A. BARRIOS / THE CALIFORNIAN

Independence High’s Kevin Caudillo, foreground, and the rest of the Falcons’ defensive linemen work on their technique.
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After six consecutive 
trips to the Central Section 
championship, yielding 
three titles in Divisions III 
and II combined, the Wolf 
Pack were ousted in the D-I 
opening round last season 
at Clovis.

With obvious talent on the 
field during fall camp, the 
scenario of Ridgeview not 
advancing in the playoffs 
seems more like an anom-
aly than the norm entering 
2018.

With the emergence of re-
turning starters Alijah Alex-
ander-Williams (740 rushing 
yards), Daelin Degraffenreid 
(649 receiving yards), Jaali 
Burres (11 sacks) and Justin 
Hinzo (1,624 pass yards), 
things are pointed in the 
right direction.

“They are hard workers 
and they are good kids and 
want to be competitive at 
the highest level,” head 
coach Dennis Manning said. 
“You have to have some skill 
to win at this level, there is 
no question. But we have 
the skill and now it’s just a 
matter of when we put it 
together.”

With the addition of Tahj 
Wright, a transfer from Ba-
kersfield High, and Anthony 
Ramirez, a transfer from 
West, the talent is all over 
the field for Ridgeview once 
again, but there is a defining 
change to the team this fall.

“We’ve got a lot of kids re-
turning,” Manning said. “It’s 
difficult, I think, for kids to 
go out as sophomores and 
start and really understand 

to win and lead and all those 
little things you need to be a 
really good football team … 
It’s tougher at this level and 
we need to up our game.”

Still the talent level is 

there once again, and 
Wright’s versatility as a quar-
terback, running back and 
or receiver will make it hard 
for defenses to key on one 
player.

“It’s very exciting because 
a lot of teams, they ain’t 
going to know what we are 
doing,” Wright said.

— Trevor Horn

RIDGEVIEW WOLF PACK

Dennis Manning
10th season at Ridgeview (86-33);  
17th overall (117-69-1)
Assistant coaches:  Ahmad Moya, 
special teams/running backs; Ricky Car-
ter, defensive coordinator; Steve Tucker, 
offensive coordinator; Jerome Williams, 
defensive line; Nate Odle, offensive line; 
Andrew Brown, wide receivers

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Stockdale 

Aug. 24 - at Liberty

Aug. 31 - at Frontier

Sept. 7 - vs. Bakersfield

Sept. 14 - vs. Clovis North

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - at Golden Valley (SYL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. West (SYL)

Oct. 12 - at Bakersfield Christian (SYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. Tehachapi (SYL)

Oct. 26 - at Independence (SYL)

Defining feature

The amount of future 
NCAA Division I football 
talent on Ridgeview’s roster 
over the better part of the last 
decade has few rivals in Kern 
County.

However, in 2017, the 
talent was simply raw and 
young. It needed time to 
develop.

“We got better as the sea-
son went on,” head coach 
Dennis Manning said. “We 
just weren’t consistent. That’s 
the thing with experience 
and teams that are success-
ful, they are consistent every 
week.”

With a year of game expe-
rience under this team’s belt, 
Manning’s expectations seem 
to be higher after a six win 
season in 2017. Last year was 

also the first time Ridgeview 
failed to win a playoff game 
since Manning took over the 
program in 2009.

“We were young at almost 
every position (in 2017),” 
Manning said. “Our skill level 
is good.”

He’s not alone — the play-
ers feel the change as well.

“Coming from last year 
where we ended where we 
didn’t want to, it gives us a 
fire to come back stronger 
than we were last year,” se-
nior lineman Jacob Zavala 
said. “It gave us all motiva-
tion for this year because we 
were so young and now we 
can come back and get fur-
ther than we did last year.”

— Trevor Horn

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION I
Home Field: 8501 Stine Road

History:
League Championships (8)

Section Championships (3)

2017 In Review: 6-5 Overall (4-1 SYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Clovis in D-I first round

Senior, QB/RB/DB - The transfer from Ba-
kersfield High will bring a whole new level of 
athleticism to Ridgeview. A standout corner-
back, Wright was also the top receiver at BHS. 
He will likely play a larger role at quarterback 
this fall, however.

Key players

Daelin Degraffenreid, se-
nior, WR/DB - Big-bodied and 
fast, Degraffenreid showed 
the ability to be a long ball 
threat and steady target in 
the pass game while being a 
shutdown corner.

Alijah Alexander-Wil-
liams, junior, RB - Heading 
into his second full year as 
a starter, he could become 
one of the top running 
backs in the section.

Jaali Burres, senior, OL/
DL - Burres led Ridgeview 
with seven sacks a season 
ago and his bigger frame 
this fall will be a problem for 
opposing defenses.

Top player: Tahj Wright

HENRY A. BARRIOS /THE CALIFORNIAN

Ridgeview’s Tahj Wright takes some passing reps at quarterback during practice. Wright 
is expected to shine in the Wolf Pack offense this season as an all-around playmaker.
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TEHACHAPI WARRIORS

Doug DeGeer
Second season at Tehachapi (7-6)
Assistant coaches: Ralph Curiel, of-
fensive line/defensive line; Jason Hail, 
defensive coordinator; Darrel Sipes, 
quarterbacks; Johnny Macon, wide re-
ceiver/defensive backs

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Wasco 

Aug. 24 - at Bakersfield

Aug. 31 - vs. Taft

Sept. 7 - vs. Highland

Sept. 14 - at Garces

Sept. 21- BYE

Sept. 28 - vs. Independence (SYL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. Bakersfield Christian (SYL)

Oct. 12 - at Golden Valley (SYL)

Oct. 19 - at Ridgeview (SYL)

Oct. 26 - vs. West (SYL)

Defining feature

For Doug DeGeer, getting 
his first year at Tehachapi 
out of the way and seeing his 
team progress in the process 
was a huge step forward.

Much of the rough going 
in the first half of the season 
was the result of a tough 
schedule for the Warriors.

The five regular season 
losses in 2017 came in the 
first six games to teams 
that finished the year 50-15 
overall.

The schedule change 
might not get easier at the 
top end, particularly with 
a road game at Bakersfield 
High on Aug. 24, but it might 
help the confidence of a 
young squad to get a few 
wins before league starts.

“I’d like to think our pre-

season is more bearable, but 
I don’t know,” DeGeer said. 
“One thing we have going is 
what we have returning. We 
have a good base of chemis-
try and the will to win.”

Leading the way once 
again is third-year starting 
quarterback Chris Garcia, 
who suffered a concussion 
and missed the better part of 
the four-game losing streak 
last season.

“He has so much expe-
rience and is so big for us,” 
DeGeer said. “His confidence 
is huge and he is such a dual 
threat. He might be our most 
athletic guy. He understands 
the offense and everything 
we try to do here.”

— Trevor Horn

Give Doug DeGeer 
credit. Replacing a legend 
isn’t easy, especially in a 
football-crazed town like 
Tehachapi.

But despite a 1-5 start to 
his coaching career after 
Steve Denman — and his 
301 career wins — stepped 
down after 35 years, De-
Geer and his coaching staff 
regrouped to share the 

South Yosemite League title 
and clinch a berth to the 
Central Section Division III 
semifinals.

That experience of play-
ing 13 games as one unit 
and putting together a sig-
nificant six-game win streak 
— that included a 21-14 win 
over Ridgeview — gives Te-
hachapi momentum head-
ing into this fall.

“There were so many 
things that we were just try-
ing to figure out and tried to 
stay on top of,” DeGeer said 
about the start of the 2017 
season. 

“I just tried to ask ques-
tions. But it was all such a 
blur. That’s gone.”

What’s ahead this fall is a 
new group of offensive and 
defensive leaders abound. 

The top two rushers and top 
eight tacklers a year ago are 
gone, but there’s enough 
back to give the coaches rea-
son to be excited.

“We don’t have a lot of 
returning starters, but we 
have young guys who have 
confidence in themselves,” 
DeGeer said.

— Trevor Horn

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION III
Home Field: 801 South Dennison Road

History:
League Championships (30)

Section Championships (11)

2017 In Review: 7-6 Overall (4-1 SYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Tulare Western in D-III semis

Senior, QB - In an offense predicated on 
running the ball, it’s easy to question the im-
portance of a quarterback. But in this case it’s 
the exact opposite. Garcia has been a leader on 
the team and is the most integral piece to how 
good Tehachapi can be this fall.

Key players

Hayden Palmer, senior, 
RB/LB - Top returning rusher 
for Tehachapi after finishing 
with 525 yards on 125 car-
ries in 2017.

Tanner Love, senior, RB/
DB - Came on late as a key 
rusher in 2017 and will be 
a two-way standout for the 
Warriors once again this 
year. 

Peyton Stowers, senior, LB 
- Key player on defense as 
top returning tackler. Also 
has an eye for the ball with 
three interceptions.

Top returner: Chris Garcia

FELIX ADAMO / THE CALIFORNIAN

Tehachapi senior linebacker Peyton Stowers goes up to swat the ball away during a pass coverage drill at practice.
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Despite returning 30 play-
ers, including seven starters 
on offense and six on defense 
from a team that posted a 6-6 
record a year ago, West High’s 
success this season will be 
in large part due to how the 
Vikings handle changes to 
the team.

West has a few key 
open positions, including 
quarterback. 

The Vikings also have sev-
eral transfers that are trying 
to work into their system.

“Our season will be de-
fined by how quick the new 
guys can adapt to what we’re 
doing,” West coach Derrick 
Dunham said. 

“We are trying to get them 
up to speed on what West 
High football is all about.”

Last year’s win total was 
the most by West since 2010. 

There are many reasons to 
believe that this season the 
Vikings can continue their 
upward trajectory. 

Leauauna Laulu Jr., a 
1,000-yard rusher in 2017, 
is back as are four of the Vi-
kings five starting offensive 
linemen from a year ago.

West will also field an 
experienced receiving corps 
and a veteran defensive unit 
that is full of tough, gritty 
playmakers. 

West’s triple-option of-
fense, which averaged 27.3 
points per game last year, 
will have to fill the void left 
by the graduation of two-
year starter Gabriel Salcido.

Three seniors (Treyvon 
Harris, Sean Biggs and Ray 
Espinoza) are competing for 

the starting quarterback job. 
The Vikings will be count-

ing new players to fill other 
vital roles on the team.

“We’re going to try and 
build on the momentum 
of last year, but this is still a 

process,” Dunham said. 
“Obviously there are going 

to be learning spots during 
the season. We kind of refer 
to it as climbing a mountain. 
We don’t want to take one 
step up, two steps back. We 

want to consistently try to 
get up that mountain how-
ever we can do it. It might 
be a tiny step up, but we’re 
going to try and take a step 
up every day.”

— Stephen Lynch

WEST VIKINGS

Derrick Dunham
Third season at West (7-17)
Assistant coaches:  Brandon Parks, 
offensive coordinator; Seto Castaneda, 
defensive coordinator; Wyatt Ross, of-
fensive line; Juan Zamora, special teams; 
Justin Neal, special teams.

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Tulare-Mission Oak 

Aug. 24 - vs. East

Aug. 31 - vs. Foothill

Sept. 7 - BYE

Sept. 14 - at North

Sept. 21- at South

Sept. 28 - at Bakersfield Christian (SYL game)

Oct. 5 - at Ridgeview (SYL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Independence (SYL)

Oct. 19 - vs. Golden Valley (SYL)

Oct. 26 - at Tehachapi (SYL)

Defining feature

Thirteen years ago, West High 
fielded a team that had three 
future NFL players on it (Ryan 
Mathews, A.J. Jefferson and Bran-
don Smith) plus Princeton Mc-
Carty, who went on to a four-year 
career at the University of Idaho.

The Vikings have always 
seemed to have talented skill 
players. Last season it was Donta 
Mason. Three years ago, it was 
Josh Boyd.

The pipeline of ultra-talented 
running backs and wide receivers 
who have worn the green and gold 
has caused the Vikings to be per-
ceived by some as a program that 
has relied heavily on its immense 
athletic ability to win games.

According to coach Derrick 
Dunham the success of his cur-
rent squad, though talented, will 
be predicated more on its solid 

work ethic and team-first attitude.
“We’re a lunch-box team,” Dun-

ham said. “We’re blue collar. Some 
schools might eat steak. We eat mac 
and cheese. We just get after it. We 
come from hard places. We come 
from rough situations. We take the 
mentality that it’s not going to hold 
us back. That’s not going to define 
us. We’re just going to go out there 
and compete every play.”

If that happens Dunham be-
lieves the Vikings can achieve 
their goal of making the playoffs 
for a second straight year.

“West High has so much darn 
tradition,” Dunham said. “Valley 
championships. League champi-
onships. That’s still the expecta-
tion. We walk in our gym. We see 
the banners. We want to keep the 
tradition going.”

— Stephen Lynch

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH YOSEMITE LEAGUE 
DIVISION III
Home Field: 1200 New Stine Road

History:
League Championships (16)

Section Championships (4)

2017 In Review: 6-6 Overall (2-3 SYL)

Playoffs: Lost to Fresno-SJM in D-III quarters

Junior, RB/DE - Strong and intelligent. A 
powerful 5-foot-10, 245-pound runner who is 
very difficult to bring down. Punishes oppos-
ing tacklers. Rushed for 1,080 yards and 16 
touchdowns last season. Hard-worker who 
leads by example.

Key players

Nick Garcia, senior, OT/DL 
- All-SYL last year. Anchor 
of an experienced offensive 
line. Garcia is equally adept 
at run and pass blocking.

DeVonte Sweeny, senior, 
WR - An excellent blocker 
on the outside who pos-
sesses good speed and 
great hands. 

Damani Jackson, senior, 
FB/LB - Third-year varsity 
player. Two-way starter. 
Hard-hitter, who enjoys con-
tact and is quick to the ball. 
Leader of the defense.

Top returner: Leauauna Laulu Jr.

ROD THORNBURG /FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

West High’s Elijah Martinez lays down a punishing block during preseason practice.
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ARVIN BEARS

One after the other, Arvin 
offensive tackle Cesar Gar-
cia, defensive end David 
Lopez and head coach 
Edgar Mares mentioned 
teamwork, chemistry and 
commitment. 

They’re typical sports cli-
ches, but the three coaches 
were adamant that those 
aspects will be the biggest 
factors in how the Bears’ 
season goes.

“It seems like the chem-
istry between these guys is 
a little different than it has 
been in years past,” Mares 
said. 

“I think they understand 
that what we’ve been doing 
and some of the commit-
ment issues that we’ve had, 
it’s not gonna pay off on Fri-
day nights.”

Arvin’s gone a combined 
7-32 the last four seasons 

with no more than three 
wins in a year and a winless 
campaign in 2016. 

The lack of commitment 
by players showed in the 
Bears’ inability to finish out 
games the last two years, 
Mares said.

Garcia and Lopez got to 
work grooming this group 
in the offseason and in years 
past, inviting the incoming 
players to train in the weight 

room with the returning 
starters instead of casting 
the new players aside.

“A lot more dedicated, 
definitely a lot more of a 
brotherhood going on,” Lo-
pez said of the 2018 team. 

“Mostly because I think 
we trained a lot of these 
guys whenever they were 
incoming.”

— Jon Mettus

Edgar Mares
18th season at Arvin (62-117-1)
Assistant coaches: Robert Riley, offen-
sive coordinator/offensive line/defensive 
line; Chris Carlos, defensive coordinator; 
Richard Crawford, wide receivers/extra 
point; Ramon Carrillo, defensive backs/
kickoff/kickoff return; Vic Garcia, scout 
defensive coach/punt/punt return

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Highland 

Aug. 24 - vs. Foothill

Aug. 31 - at Rosamond, 7 p.m.

Sept. 7 - at Mira Monte

Sept. 14 - BYE

Sept. 21- at Kennedy

Sept. 28 - vs. Chavez (SSL game)

Oct. 5 - vs. Shafter (SSL)

Oct. 12 - at Wasco (SSL)

Oct. 19 - at McFarland (SSL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Taft (SSL)

Defining feature

The Bears have to replace their 
two-year starting quarterback, 
Chris Contreras. Last year, Con-
treras threw for 685 yards and five 
touchdowns. 

Senior Angel Garza will step 
into the quarterback spot. He 
has a strong arm and has made 
strides in the offseason that head 
coach Edgar Mares is hoping 
translates to the games.

The team can continue leaning 
on the ground attack. Carlos Nor-
zagaray returns after scoring 10 of 
the Bears’ 20 touchdowns in 2017. 
He also rushed for 524 yards and 
had 330 receiving yards.

At wingback, Gil Medina, Arnie 
Pantoja, Juan Paredes and others 
are hoping to contribute as well.

“We’re not gonna be real ex-
perienced,” Mares said. “Getting 
a couple early wins will do a lot 

for us.”
Mares thinks the South Sequoia 

League will be more open this 
year with Bakersfield Christian 
out of the league and McFarland 
joining. But he thinks McFarland 
will still be a tough opponent and 
that Shafter is the team to beat in 
the SSL.

“We know that we have some 
work ahead of us,” Mares said.

One constant within the pro-
gram is Mares, who enters his 
18th season in charge of the 
Bears.

“I love the community where 
I’m at,” he said. “Obviously I grew 
up there and I felt like there were 
some important role models….
that really has an impact on my 
life. I wanted to do the same for 
the kids out there.”

— Jon Mettus

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH SEQUOIA LEAGUE 
DIVISION V
Home Field: 900 Varsity Road

History:
League Championships (9)

Section Championships (1)

2017 In Review: 2-7 Overall (1-5 SSL)

Playoffs: None

Senior, OL/DT - Garcia will be a three-year 
starter for Arvin and makes his mark on the 
offensive line. He’s 6-foot-5 and a leader by 
example for the team.

Key players

David Lopez, senior, DE/OL 
- A dangerous edge rusher 
with a high motor. He could 
make a difference for the 
Bears defense.

Angel Garza, senior, QB/S 
- Has a strong arm and will 
be stepping into the starting 
quarterback role.

Manuel Chavez, senior, 
FB/LB - Quiet but pound-for-
pound the toughest player 
on the team.

Top returner: Cesar Garcia

HENRY A. BARRIOS / THE CALIFORNIAN

Arvin quarterback Angel Garza runs the option during summer practice. Garza enters the year as the Bears starter.
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SHAFTER GENERALS

No longer will Alex Agu-
ilar be able to fly under the 
radar.

A year ago as a junior 
quarterback for Shafter, 
Aguilar threw for nearly 
3,000 yards, ran for another 
1,500 and scored 52 total 
touchdowns during one of 
the more successful seasons 
for Shafter in decades.

Now, with Bakersfield 

Christian out of the South 
Sequoia League, it leaves the 
Generals as favorites to win 
a league title and for Aguilar 
to be the focus of plenty of 
sleepless nights for oppos-
ing coaches.

“He is the linchpin to 
what we do on both sides of 
the ball,” Shafter head coach 
Jerald Pierucci said. 

“When you have an ath-

lete back there that can do 
so much, it just opens things 
up for more people to make 
plays.”

On top of that, Aguilar 
isn’t the only standout back 
this season.

Four of the top five re-
ceivers return, including 
Jackson Sanchez (892 yards, 
eight touchdowns), Isaac 
Enriquez (781 yards, seven 

TDs), Marco Rodriguez (339 
yards, three TDs) and Pedro 
Avila (303 yards, 5 TDs). 

Those four combined for 
144 catches in 2017.

“We have a bigger bond 
now than last year. I can 
trust them,” Aguilar said. 

“I feel it will pay off on the 
field on Friday nights.”

— Trevor Horn

Jerald Pierucci
Third season at Shafter (13-9);  
10th overall (48-44)
Assistant coaches: Sean Lozano, de-
fensive coordinator/defensive line; Acie 
George, defensive backs; Clint Kirshenmann, 
tailbacks/tight ends; Lucas Lucero, outside 
linebackers; Ed Oliver, defensive line; Roger 
Patterson, offensive line; Austin Tijerina, run-
ning backs; Fortino Valdivia, wide receivers; 
Justin Verrell, special teams; Larry Whitbey, 
inside linebackers; Panch Marquez, trainer

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Mira Monte 

Aug. 24 - at Highland

Aug. 31 - at North

Sept. 7 - vs. Foothill

Sept. 14 - vs. Chavez (SSL game)

Sept. 21- vs. Taft (SSL)

Sept. 28 - at McFarland (SSL)

Oct. 5 - at Arvin (SSL)

Oct. 12 - BYE

Oct. 19 - vs. Kennedy (SSL)

Oct. 26 - at Wasco (SSL)

Defining feature

The South Sequoia League is 
without a team from Bakersfield 
for the first time in decades. And, 
as Bakersfield Christian moves into 
the South Yosemite League, it leaves 
Shafter as the odds-on favorite to 
win the SSL title.

The Generals outscored the other 
five league opponents 233-75 in 
2017. Now without a private school 
like BCHS or former SSL member 
Garces, Shafter coach Jerald Pierucci 
feels this is the best fit for fellow SSL 
members Taft, Arvin, McFarland, 
Wasco, Chavez and Kennedy.

“The SSL has always been that 
league where people get to where 
they need to go and get into the big-
ger leagues,” Pierucci said. “Shoot, 
Liberty was in it for a little bit, Stock-
dale was in it for a little bit. I like 
where we are at as a program. Hav-
ing teams like BCHS in it the last few 
years has allowed us to set our bar 
where we want to go. I think right 

now, I feel we are probably one of 
the preseason favorites for the SSL.”

Pierucci said being a league fa-
vorite doesn’t change his team’s 
mindset.

“The expectations side of things 
is kind of what we’ve set the bar as 
for the guys there,” the head coach 
said. “We have a rule for going to 
the playoffs, you have to be above 
.500. Our first goal is to win a league 
championship and we had that last 
year. I think the expectations have 
always been there for as long as I’ve 
been there.”

Pierucci did add that the Generals 
won’t sneak up on anyone in 2018.

“You’re no longer the sleeper,” he 
said. 

“Now, people are going to be 
gameplanning us throughout the 
year, knowing that we’re going to 
be one of the better teams in our 
league.”

— Trevor Horn

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH SEQUOIA LEAGUE 
DIVISION V
Home Field: 526 Mannel Avenue

History:
League Championships (22)

Section Championships (2)

2017 In Review: 9-3 Overall (5-1 SSL)

Playoffs: Lost to Firebaugh in D-V semis

Senior, QB/DB - As a junior, Aguilar put up 
eye-popping numbers with nearly 4,500 total 
yards and 52 touchdowns. With another year 
of preparation, expect another big year for the 
signal caller.

Key players

Jackson Sanchez, junior, 
WR/DB - Returns as the top 
target for Aguilar and the 
passing game. Is a ballhawk 
on defense.

Issac Enriquez, senior, 
WR/DB -Another big two-
way standout for Shafter. 
Looks to pick up where 
he left off after making 41 
catches in 2017.

Willem Waterhouse, 
senior, OL/DL - Will anchor 
the offensive and defensive 
lines along with his brother 
Zebulon.

Top returner: Alex Aguilar

ROD THORNBURG / FOR THE CALIFORNIAN

Two Shafter linemen run through a drill during summer practice. The Generals bring back plenty of offensive firepower.
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TAFT WILDCATS

Now in his fourth season 
at Taft, head coach George 
Falgout feels this program 
is right where it’s supposed 
to be.

After a 2017 referred to by 
the current staff and players 
as a year of bad chemistry, 
the Wildcats are leaning on 
a senior class that has spent 
four years in the same sys-
tem under Falgout.

“They have shown so 
much change from day one 
starting out back in January 
in the weight room,” Falgout 
said. 

“We are light years from 
last year. Last year was not a 
good year.”

In more ways than one. 
There was talent abound 
but, as Falgout says, there 
was chemistry issues with a 

handful of players affecting 
the bond of the team as Taft 
went 2-7 and missed the 
playoffs.

“The way these guys are 
interacting, showing leader-
ship and talking, it shows a 
great sign of how they have 
bought into the system and 
how things are ran by the 
coaches,” Falgout said of 
this year’s group. 

“I think it’s going to be 
good for us with what we 
have going with our senior 
class.”

The run-heavy offense 
for Taft will rely on first-year 
starter Jordan Miranda at 
tailback and Alex Garcia will 
move from defensive line to 
fullback.

— Trevor Horn

George Falgout
Fourth season at Taft (17-15); fifth overall (18-25)
Assistant coaches: Leo Maino Sr., offensive 
line; Leo Maino Jr., linebackers; Hunter Lileroos, 
quarterbacks; Bob Scovel, defensive line; Rob 
Carlson, linebackers; Terrance Howell, defensive 
line; Jamil Iakopo, defensive backs; Cody McCa-
leb, defensive backs; Tony Lopez, special teams; 
Les Clark, offensive line/defensive line

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - vs. Kern Valley

Aug. 24 - vs. California City

Aug. 31 - at Tehachapi

Sept. 7 - vs. Coalinga

Sept. 14 - vs Kennedy (SSL game)

Sept. 21- at Shafter (SSL game)

Sept. 28 - BYE

Oct. 5 - vs. McFarland (SSL game)

Oct. 12 - at Chavez (SSL game)

Oct. 19 - vs. Wasco (SSL game)

Oct. 26 - at Arvin (SSL game)

Defining feature

In 2015, George Falgout’s first 
season as the head coach at Taft, 
the Wildcats were running wild 
and having fun.

“What worked for us back then 
was we kept things in a basic way,” 
Falgout said. “Our kids didn’t have 
to think, they just needed to react. 
Then we got away from what we 
are all about. This year will be a lot 
like year one.”

Then came 2017 where the pos-
itivity inside and out of the locker 
room was strained.

Falgout admits that he’s scaled 
down the playbook to help his 
players get back to what worked 
well in the beginning of his tenure.

Add that to a positive outlook 
entering the new season, and 
Falgout believes the changes — 
including the additions of four 
new coaches to his staff — are for 

the better.
“It’s a proven fact that if you 

overflow something with posi-
tivity, you are going to get great 
results,” Falgout said. “Our chal-
lenge this year will help clear the 
woes of last year.”

With leaders like Bryson Ginn 
on the offensive and defensive 
lines, the seniors have taken it 
upon themselves to make sure the 
problems of 2017 are gone.

“Last year we had big expec-
tations and couldn’t handle the 
pressure,” Ginn said. “Now we are 
moving forward and getting better.”

Added Falgout: “It’s proven so far 
that it’s changed and it’s no longer 
there. That fires us up as coaches 
because these kids understand 
that to get back on track, we need 
zero selfishness.”

— Trevor Horn

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH SEQUOIA LEAGUE —
DIVISION IV
Home Field: 701 Wildcat Way

History:
League Championships (11)

Section Championships (3)

2017 In Review: 2-7 Overall (2-4 SSL)

Playoffs: None

Senior, RB/LB - A reserve running back 
in 2017, Miranda will be the focal point in 
the Wing-T offense and the starting middle 
linebacker on defense. A hard hitter who has 
shown a knack for finding holes in the run 
game.

Key players

Alex Garcia, senior, FB - 
Converted defensive tackle 
will be utilized as a sixth of-
fensive lineman at fullback 
for the Wildcats.

Brett Walls, junior, wing - 
Fast with a good eye for the 
ball, Walls will see plenty of 
action in the team’s run-first 
offensive approach. 

Bryson Ginn, senior, OL/
DL - Leader of the offensive 
and defensive lines is also 
the vocal captain on the 
field and in the locker room.

Top returner: Jordan Miranda

HENRY A. BARRIOS / THE CALIFORNIAN

Taft running back Michael Saldana hurdles over a bag that was thrown by coach George Falgout during a recent practice.
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Hit the
Road,
With Low Monthly
Payments From
Kern Schools.
Salga a la carretera, con pagos
mensuales bajos de Kern Schools.

www.ksfcu.orgFederally Insured by NCUA

Apply For A Kern Schools
Auto Loan Today!
¡Solicite su préstamo para
un auto hoy mismo!

Securing the best possible auto loan can save
you hundreds of dollars in interest. Whether you
are buying a new or used car, at Kern Schools,
we take pride in knowing we offer some of the
most competitive rates in Bakersfield and Kern
County.

Kern Schools also partners with many local auto
dealerships, making it easy and convenient for
you to finance your next vehicle. You can also
take advantage of our competitive auto loan
rates by refinancing your current loan with us.

Why Kern Schools?
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WASCO TIGERS

“Beat Shafter.”
That was one of the first 

words out of the mouth 
of new Wasco head coach 
Chad Martinez leading up to 
this season.

Martinez spent a good 
portion of last season as 
interim head coach after his 
predecessor, Rick Stewart, 

stepped down after being 
diagnosed with leukemia. 

That included a 44-7 
loss to Shafter, so Martinez 
already knows the passion 
and tradition of Kern Coun-
ty’s longest rivalry, one that 
will be awaiting its 92nd 
meeting in October.

However, this time 

around the 2011 Fresno 
State graduate will have a 
full offseason under his belt 
to prepare his team.

“Early on I set four goals 
for this team. Beat Shafter, 
win league, win Valley, win 
state. So the expectation is 
always to beat Shafter and 
everything else will fall into 

place,” Martinez said.
The Tigers won’t host 

Division IV semifinalist 
Shafter until the final game 
of the season, but if they do 
find a way to win then the 
path to their other goals will 
look very clear for this se-
nior-heavy squad.

— Josh Bennett

Chad Martinez
First season at Wasco.
Assistant coaches: Jeff Wedel, of-
fensive coordinator; Nacho Martinez, 
running backs; Joe Dominguez, offensive 
line; Kyle Wedel, quarterbacks; Mikey 
Martinez, linebackers; Nick Saldana, de-
fensive line; Alex Gallardo, defensive line

2018 SCHEDULE
Aug. 17 - at Tehachapi  

Aug. 24 - BYE

Aug. 31 - vs. Madera South

Sept. 7 - at North

Sept. 14 - at McFarland (SSL game)

Sept. 21- vs. Delano

Sept. 28 - vs. Kennedy (SSL)

Oct. 5 - at Chavez (SSL)

Oct. 12 - vs. Arvin (SSL)

Oct. 19 - at Taft (SSL)

Oct. 26 - vs. Shafter (SSL)

Defining feature

With coach Chad Martinez 
taking over the reins, changes 
were made in the regimen 
and philosophy of the team 
during his first full offseason. 
The first thing Martinez did 
was get his players more ac-
customed to the weight room.

Martinez began a training 
program for his players and 
had them spend more time 
lifting. 

He also found ways to 
bring the players closer to-
gether with various methods 
of team bonding to allow 
them, along with the coach-
ing staff, to have some fun 
and provide a positive out-
look on the season ahead.

“We have something called 
the ‘Constitution,’ where 
everybody has to remember 

something and it helped 
bring us closer together,” 
senior lineman Osmar Velez 
said.

While Wasco is also known 
for its smash-mouth, run-
first style of offense, expect 
some changes in the Tigers 
playbook for 2018.

“We’re opening up the of-
fense a little bit just to allow 
us to do some things. We 
have a lot of key players in 
some spots that can do some 
things that Wasco High isn’t 
exactly known for,” Martinez 
said. “Defensively, we’ve sim-
plified our (scheme) to allow 
our players to play fast in 
space so we are in good spots 
everywhere.”

— Josh Bennett

What has changed? Head coach

SOUTH SEQUOIA LEAGUE 
DIVISION IV
Home Field: 1900 7th Street

History:
League Championships (9)

Section Championships (3)

2017 In Review: 5-6 Overall (4-2 SSL)

Playoffs: Lost to Delano in D-IV first round

Senior, OL/DL - Velez is seen by head coach 
Chad Martinez as a strong and fast player 
in the trenches. A workout warrior, Velez is 
benching over 300 pounds and beating some 
of the skill players in sprints. Hard-working 
and dependable, he leads by example.

Key players

Noah McClain, senior, RB/
DB - Converted to safety 
from linebacker, McClain 
expects to use his 6-foot 
frame, speed and knowl-
edge to lead the Tigers.

Elias Salinas, sophomore, 
RB - Will be a part of a back-
field-by-committee with 
Joel Rocha and Christian 
Alvarez, with McClain as the 
bellcow.

Wilber Tovar, senior, OL/
DL - One of the few guys on 
the team that can compete 
with Velez in the weight 
room, he is expected to con-
tribute to the offensive line.

Top returner: Osmar Velez

HENRY A. BARRIOS / THE CALIFORNIAN

Wasco players participate in a run-blocking drill during summer practice. The Tigers have high hopes entering 2018.
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Head coach: Mario Millan, 
first year as head coach

Assistants: Cal Tincher; Ja-
cob Fragoso, Josh Mendoza, 
Jonathan Nunez, Adam 
Basconcillo, John Paredez

Last season: 6-6 overall, 
3-3 SSL

Playoffs: Lost 35-21 to 
Caruthers in D-V semifinals

Key players: Tyreak Walker, 
Sr., RB; Ivan Garza, Sr., OL; 
David Estrada, Sr., QB.

Top group: The T-Birds 
return eight starters on 
both offense and defense 
but coach Mario Millan 
pointed to offense as his top 
group. The unit will be led 
by third-year starting senior 
quarterback David Estrada, 
who threw for 1,092 yards 
and 12 touchdowns last year 
and senior running back 

Tyreak Walker, who rushed 
for 10 touchdowns and 1,184 
yards in 2017.

Synopsis: Four-year assis-
tant coach Mario Millan takes 
over for former head coach 
Dennis Moody and said the 
T-Birds will look much like 
they did last season from a 
stye standpoint.

Kennedy returns the bulk of 
its starters from last season 
and they will be bolstered 
by players coming up from 
winning programs.

“The level of experience we 
have is going to help us,” 
Millan said. “Players coming 
up from JV and freshman 
levels are coming off league 
championships and have won 
a lot of games. So they have a 
winning attitude.”

The T-Birds may not have 
the size of some of their 

opponents but Millan said 
they have speed and mental 
toughness. “Year in and year 
out we’re not going to be the 
most dominant in terms of 
size so we have to have that 
tough mental toughness and 
take advantage of the speed 
we have on both sides fthe 
ball,” Millan said.

2018 schedule
Aug. 17 at Foothill

Aug. 24 vs. Mira Monte

Aug. 31 at Highland

Sept. 7 vs. Liberty-Madera 
Ranchos

Sept. 14 at Taft (SSL game)

Sept. 21 vs. Arvin (SSL)

Sept. 28 - vs. Wasco (SSL)

Oct. 12 vs. McFarland (SSL)

Oct. 19 at Shafter (SSL)

Oct. 26 vs. Chavez (SSL)

Head Coach: Mario Abun-
dez, second season (6-5)

Assistants: Jason Gonza-
lez, offensive coordinator; 
Sergio Barajas defensive 
coordinator; Tony Zarte, 
junior varsity head coach; 
Raymond Marquez, wide 
receivers; Mike Chavez; 
Fernando Ferrel, defensive 
line; Matt Grijalva, defen-
sive backs; Jose Lopez wide 
receivers.

Last season: 6-5 overall, 
3-2 EYL

Playoffs: Lost 42-14 to 
Visalia-CVC in the D-IV 
quarterfinals.

Key players: Arturo Gon-
zalez, Jr. OL/DE; Christopher 
Permejo, Jr., OL; Carlos 
Urias, Sr., DE.

Top group: The lines of 
scrimmage appear to be a 
strength. The Tigers return 
their entire offensive line 

from last season, including 
guards Arturo Gonzalez and 
Christopher Permejo, who 
who were first team all-
league selections as soph-
omores. Defensively, the 
line will be anchored by end 
Carlos Urias, who had more 
than 40 tackles last season 
as well as an interception for 
a touchdown.

Synopsis: Second-year 
head coach Mario Abundez 
says the program turned 
the corner last season and 
his goal is to keep it headed 
in the right direction. “Last 
year was the first year we 
went over .500 in five or 
six years and we want to 
to exceed what we did last 
year,” Abundez said. “We’ve 
improved a whole lot from 
the previous five years.” 
The Tigers lost the majority 
of their offensive backfield 
starters to graduation but 
return all of their offensive 

and defensive lines. Senior 
Fernie Ferrell, who started 
three games last year, will 
quarterback the triple-op-
tion offense with Sergio 
Gonzalez as a key running 
back. “Our strength is our 
big guys, our O-line and our 
D-line,” Abundez said. “Skill-
wise we’re not as stacked 
as in the past but I think big 
guys are what wins games 
and I’m pretty excited about 
the season.”

2018 schedule
Aug. 17 at Chavez

Aug. 23 vs. South

Aug. 31 at East

Sept. 14 at Foothill

Sept. 21 at Wasco

Sept. 28 vs. Tulare Western (EYL)

Oct. 5 vs. Tulare Union (EYL)

Oct. 11 at Monache (EYL)

Oct. 19 vs. Porterville (EYL)

Oct. 25 vs. Tulare-Mission Oak (EYL)

NORTH KERN/OTHER SCHOOLS
DELANO TIGERS

2018 schedule
Aug. 17 at Taft

Aug. 24 vs. Silver Valley

Aug. 31 at SLO-Mission Prep

Sept. 7 vs. McFarland

Sept. 14 vs. Mira Monte

Sept. 21 at Strathmore

Sept. 28 vs. Cal City (HDL game)

Oct. 5 at Bishop (HDL)

Oct. 12 at Boron (HDL)

Oct. 26 at Rosamond (HDL)

2018 schedule 
Aug. 17 at Lindsay

Aug. 24 at Taft

Aug. 30 at Riverside Prep

Sept. 7 at Lancaster

Sept. 21 at Pasadena-Polytechnic

Sept. 28 at Kern Valley (HDL game)

Oct. 5 at Boron (HDL)

Oct. 12 at L.A.-Brentwood 

Oct. 20 vs. Rosamond (HDL)

Oct. 26 at Bishop (HDL)

2018 schedule
Aug. 17 vs. Littlerock, 7

Aug. 24 at Lancaster, 7

Aug. 31 vs. Arvin, 7

Sept. 7 at Acton-Vasquez, 7

Sept. 21 at Mira Monte, 7:30

Sept. 28 vs. Boron (HDL game)

Oct. 12 at Bishop (HDL)

Oct. 20 at Cal City (HDL)

Oct. 26 at Kern Valley (HDL)

2018 schedule
Aug. 24 at Lancaster-Desert Chr, TBA

Aug. 31 vs. Cuyama Valley

Sept. 7 at Santa Maria-Valley Chr.

Sept. 14 vs. Orcutt Acad. (CSL game)

Sept. 21 at Laton (CSL)

Sept. 28 vs. SLO-Mission Prep (CSL) 

Oct. 5 at Fresno Christian (CSL)

Oct. 20 vs. Lemoore-Kings Chr. (CSL)

2018 schedule (8-man)

Sept. 1 at Alpaugh, 1 p.m.

Sept. 8 at Pasadena-Blair, 1 p.m.

Sept. 14 vs. Thousand Oaks-Hillcrest Chr.

Sept. 28 vs. Ojai-Villanova Prep

Oct. 5 at Cambria-Coast Union (CVL game)

Oct. 12 at Santa Maria-Valley Chr. (CVL)

Oct. 19 vs. Cuyama Valley (CVL)

Oct. 26 at Sage Oak

CALIFORNIA CITY                        
RAVENS

KERN VALLEY           
BRONCS

FRAZIER MOUNTAIN 
FALCONS

MARICOPA                    
INDIANS

ROSAMOND 
ROADRUNNERS

Head coach: Casey Quinn, 
second season at McFarland 
(3-7); 10th season overall 
(59-43)

Assistants: Ivan Gallardo 
defensive line; Sammy 
Salinas defensive coordina-
tor/defensive backs; Chris 
Arg, running backs; Diego 
Hernandez, wide receivers; 
Michael Nava, QBs; Jamal 
Martinez, linebackers.

Last season: 3-7, 0-3 ESL

Key players: Jesus Amaya, 
Sr., OL/DL; Alex Ruiz, Sr., 
OLB/RB; Daniel Chaidez, Sr., 
LB/OL.

Top group: The Cougars 
don’t possess any one 
group that stands out above 
another, said coach Casey 
Quinn. “All our skill players 
are talented,” he said. “But 
our O-line and D-line need 

to be talented as well. I can’t 
really pick one group above 
another.”

Synopsis: The big news 
in Cougar Country is on the 
move from the East Sequoia 
League to the South Sequoia 
League, a major step up in 
competition. “We’re very 
excited about it, the whole 
school is,” said head coach 
Casey Quinn. “It’s going to be 
an adjustment.” The Cougars 
will bring more experience 
into the season. Quinn said 
of the 30 players on the team 
at the end of last season, 18 
were first-year varsity players 
and 12 had never played 
football before. In addition to 
a good number of returning 
players, the Cougars will be 
bolstered by the transfer of 
junior quarterback Julian Avila 
from Chavez. Avila must sit 

out the first five games and 
returning starter Juan Chavez 
will be the QB during that 
time. Avila’s first eligible game 
for McFarland will be Sept. 21 
at Chavez. “We want to run 
the ball,” Quinn said. “We’re 
a spread-type offense. We 
want to run the ball and throw 
when we have leverage and 
angles.”

2018 schedule

Aug. 17 vs. Avenal

Aug. 24 at Tranquillity 

Aug. 31 vs. Coalinga

Sept. 7 at Kern Valley

Sept. 14 vs. Wasco (SSL game)

Sept. 21 at Chavez (SSL)

Sept. 28 vs. Shafter (SSL)

Oct. 5 at Taft (SSL)

Oct. 12 at Kennedy (SSL)

Oct. 19 vs. Arvin (SSL)

KENNEDY THUNDERBIRDS

MCFARLAND COUGARS

Head coach: Jesse Ortega, 
third season at Chavez 
(9-12)

Last season: 0-9 overall, 
0-6 SSL

Playoffs: None

Key players: Elijah Rangel, 
Sr., RB; Joey Salaz, Sr., OL; 
Carlos Macias, Sr., WR/DB; 
Rueben Cervantes, Sr., LB.

Top group: The offensive 
skill positions could bring 
some big-play pop to the 
field. No. 1 receiver Carlos 
Macias and second-year 
starting running back Elijah 

Rangel can both make plays 
in the passing game. Soph-
omore Cameron Huerta will 
get the nod at quarterback 
and the team likes his ath-
leticism and arm strength.

Synopsis: The Titans went 
from a 9-3 team and D-IV 
Central Section semifinal-
ist in 2017 to an 0-9 outfit 
last year. Regardless, the 
coaching staff likes the mix 
of returning players and 
fresh talent that entered the 
program this offseason. The 
hope is that Chavez returns 

to its winning ways.

2018 schedule
Aug. 17 vs. Delano

Aug. 24 vs. 
Porterville-Monache

Aug. 31 at Liberty-Madera 
Ranchos

Sept. 7 vs. East

Sept. 14 at Shafter (SSL game)

Sept. 21 vs. McFarland (SSL) 

Sept. 28 at Arvin (SSL)

Oct. 5 vs. Wasco (SSL)

Oct. 12 vs. Taft (SSL)

Oct. 19 BYE

Oct. 26 at Kennedy (SSL)

CHAVEZ TITANS

FOR MORE PHOTOS AND                           
VIDEO HIGHLIGHTS PREVIEWING 

KERN COUNTY’S 2018 PREP FOOTBALL 
SEASON, GO TO BAKERSFIELD.COM
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www.gogades.com

RENEGADES FOOTBALL
HOMEGAME SCHEDULE

Season Tickets Start
As LowAs $25

9/8
El Camino College
6:00 pm

9/29
Orange Coast College
6:00 pm

11/3
Moorpark College
6:00 pm

10/27
East LA College
6:00 pm

9/15
Santa Monica College
6:00 pm

661-322-5200or 661-395-4326
Visitwww.gogades.com

ForTickets, Call

MORE CHANGES AT BCHS, AND BEYOND
Aside from needing a new quarterback, Ba-
kersfield Christian is also changing leagues. 
After years of dominating the South Sequoia 
League — a 28-2 league mark over the past 
six seasons — the Eagles move into the 
South Yosemite League. There, they’ll run 
into the likes of Ridgeview, Independence, 
West, Tehachapi and Golden Valley. Cer-
tainly a step up in competition for a program 
that has four section championships on its 
resume and played for a CIF State Division 
4-AA championship in 2016. But also, quite 
possibly, a needed and appropriate one.

Speaking of changing leagues, McFarland 
moves from the East Sierra League to take 
BCHS’s spot in the SSL. The move brings 
the Cougars into a league with the other 
Valley-region programs outside of Bakerfield 
like Taft, Arvin, Shafter, Wasco, and Kennedy 
and Chavez from Delano.

And East, one of the more storied programs 
in Bakersfield, heads to the Southeast 
Yosemite League where they’ll face off 
against some East-side foes from yesteryear 
— North, South, Foothill, Mira Monte and 
Highland.

WHO WILL MAKE THE SECTION TITLE GAME?
After not having a team from Kern County 
play for a Central Section championship a 
year ago, something has to give.

An obvious candidate is Bakersfield High, 
which looks absolutely loaded this season. 
The Drillers should have a standout quarter-
back in Cameron Williams, and transfer Carl 
Jones will bring some pop to the offensive 
backfield, as well.

Ceyontay Bell is a running back with consid-
erable talent. He also led BHS with 85 tackles 
in 2017 as a linebacker/defensive back.

The team’s defensive backfield is absolutely 
dynamite, with Williams, Jones and the Jer-
nagin brothers — Isaiah and Isaac — roaming 
the field. Good luck throwing on this crew.

And Paul Golla is a great coach, a positive 
motivator who has to make sure his team 
avoids early-season complacency. Last year, 
BHS got off to a 2-4 start, before winning 

three of its last four regular season games 
and advancing to the Central Section Division 
I semifinals.

Last year, BHS, Liberty and Ridgeview went 
a combined 18-16 after the three programs 
combined for one state title, five state playoff 
appearances, and six section titles in the the 
previous five seasons.

All three of those teams reside in Division I 
and, along with Bakersfield Christian in D-III, 
have enough talent coming back to make a 
strong case for section title runs.

There is a lot of football to be played before 
this question is answered, but last sea-
son seems to be the anomaly rather then 
the trend. Seeing how the last time that 
happened was in 1992, there is a pretty darn 
good chance it won’t come around again any-
time soon. With that said, someone needs to 
step up.

NEW SCHOOLS AND OPPONENTS: WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW
The time has come. The Central Section 
has now grown by 13 schools with the 
additions of the likes of Arroyo Grande, 
Atascadero, Santa Maria-St. Joseph and 
Paso Robles from the central coast region 
around San Luis Obispo down to Santa 
Maria. Those three programs are the mar-
quee names coming into the section and 
will fill up the Division I playoff bracket in 
the Central Section.

Also moving over into D-II are Nipomo, 
Santa Maria-Pioneer Valley and Santa 
Maria-Righetti. Meanwhile, Morro Bay, San 
Luis Obispo, Santa Maria and Templeton 
will all play in D-III this season.

But what do these new additions mean? 
Well, for starters there are now 104 
schools in the section that play 11-man 
football and the D-I field has 17 schools, 
which translates to (finally) some compe-
tition in actually qualifying for the playoffs.

Last season, the D-II playoff bracket had 
just eight teams. There was no first round 

and section champion Tulare Union had 
a bye heading into the state playoffs 
because that bracket started in the quar-
terfinals the same week as other divisions 
were playing first round contests.

D-II is not large enough to fill a full 16-team 
playoff bracket (it’s currently comprised of 
14 teams), but this is a huge start.

With the 17 in D-I, 18 in D-III and 19 in D-IV, 
eventually with the competitive equity 
balance in the section, the divisions will 
even out in the next few years to make it 
even more difficult to get into the postsea-
son. That’s not a bad thing.

And everyone benefits, really. The coastal 
schools get the added travel relief of not 
having to go down to Southern Califor-
nia and battle through rush hour traffic 
before hitting the playing field. The Central 
Section benefits because adding those 
schools brings more competition to play-
offs and bolsters the strength of schedule 
in terms of state playoff seedings.

SEASON OUTLOOK
Continued from PAGE 6

BCHS tight end Ben 
Yurosek reaches for 
a catch at a practice. 
HENRY A. BARRIOS /                             
THE CALIFORNIAN
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Apply For A Kern Schools
Mortgage Loan Today!
¡Solicite su préstamo para
una vivienda hoy mismo! www.ksfcu.org • (661) 833-7926
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