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Pleasant Valley High’s Delaney Thau dives for a dig during 
the Vikings’ match against Chico High on Thursday in 
Chico. PV won the match in three sets.

By Justin Couchot
jcouchot@chicoer.com 
@JCouchot_Sports on Twitter

CHICO >> It was 2012 when Chico High 
last beat Pleasant Valley in a regular-
season volleyball match. However, it 
had been just under two years since 
the Panthers had defeated the Vi-
kings, when Chico downed Pleasant 
Valley in the 2017 Northern Section 
Division II Playoffs.

PV beat Chico 3-1 on Oct. 8, and on 
Thursday at Chico High, the Vikings 
beat the Panthers for the second time 

this season 25-15, 25-19, 25-21.
“I wanted to fight with all I had 

and I knew my teammates and I 
could do it, and it just slipped away 
from us, but we played great, I think, 
and we’re not done,” said Chico cap-
tain Natalie Ernandez. “We’re not 
finished here, we’re not happy with 
the results and I think we can fight 
harder.”

In the final regular season match 
of the season, a lot was on the line for 
both teams. The Panthers (33-7, 8-2 
Eastern Athletic-Sac River League) 
were looking to tie Pleasant Valley 

(32-1, 10-0 EA-SRL) for the top spot 
in the division. The Vikings, who al-
ready secured at least a share of the 
title, were looking to take the spot 
outright.

The match got started with an 8-1 
PV run, highlighted by two kills and 
two aces by senior Makenna Joyce. 
Junior Julia Shepherd added two 
kills on the run, as Joyce and Shep-
herd led the Vikings with nine kills 
each.

Joyce, a captain for the Vikings af-
ter spending four years on the varsity 
squad, recorded nine kills, four aces, 
10 digs and a block in her final regu-
lar season match for PV.

“Freshman year, I got to play with 
my sister and that was so amaz-
ing. She just taught me how to be 

PREP VOLLEYBALL

PV sweeps, takes league title
Vikings take down their 
crosstown rival Chico in 
finale of regular season

PLEASANT VALLEY 3, CHICO 0
Up next: Chico, Pleasant Valley at 
NSCIF Playoffs: TBA

THE SCORE

By Will Denner
wdenner@chicoer.com 
@WillCDenner on Twitter

HAMILTON CITY >> If only for a 
short, fleeting moment, Morgan 
Avrit was back on the court with 
her Hamilton volleyball team-
mates like she never left.

Wearing her white No. 8 Braves 
jersey and a large brace around 
her left knee, she checked into 
Thursday’s match against East 
Nicolaus in the opening set to a 
collective ovation from the crowd. 
She grabbed the ball from a team-
mate, took a quick look toward 
the ceiling and trotted back to the 
service line.

“I didn’t want to miss the 
serve,” Avrit said. “I was just shak-
ing and I was like, ‘I can’t mess 
this up.'”

She wound up the serve and 
cleared the net with ease, into 
the middle of the Spartans’ de-
fense. A pass found its way to East 
Nicolaus’ Taylor Roccucci on the 
outside, and she fired a shot in 
front of the net that the Braves 
couldn’t get under. Just like that, 
Avrit subbed back off and was 
greeted with a hug from her head 
coach, Andrea Jones. East Nico-
laus went on to win 25-22, 25-22, 
25-16, but the night undoubtedly 
belonged to Avrit and her senior 
teammates.

It was the first, and almost 

PREP VOLLEYBALL

AVRIT SERVES 1 LAST 
POINT WITH BRAVES

Hamilton senior returns from injury to play

Hamilton senior Morgan Avrit takes a few warmup hits just 
before senior night at Hamilton on Thursday.

EDDIE SALTZMAN — CONTRIBUTED PHOTOS

Senior Morgan Avrit (left) of Hamilton comes off the court to give her coach Andrea Jones a hug on senior night at Hamilton on Thursday.

EAST NICOLAUS 3, HAMILTON 0
Up next: Hamilton at NSCIF play-
offs, TBA

THE SCORE

Online: Follow Hamilton High and all of the area’s 
high school volleyball teams at CHICOER.COM/SPORTS.

By Wes Goldberg
Bay Area News Group

SAN FRANCISCO >> Dressed in a 
black suit and a white shirt with 
the first few buttons loose, Klay 
Thompson was introduced to a 
roar of cheers and applause at 
Chase Center before the Golden 
State Warriors’ regular-season 
opener against the Los Angeles 
Clippers. The look of apprecia-
tion on his face was laced with 

longing. He wanted to be wear-
ing shorts, and to be introduced 
as a starter.

Before tip, Thompson deliv-
ered the ceremonial opening 
statement and acknowledged 

it had been an offseason of 
change. He called the new War-
riors “hungry” — a buzz word 
typically reserved for rebuild-
ing teams.

“Stay with us guys,” Thomp-
son said.

The Warriors could not stay 
with the Clippers. Thompson 
would have helped, sure, but a 
lot has changed since he tore 
his ACL in June’s NBA Finals. 
In the first game of the season, 

the Warriors lost 141-122 to the 
new Western Conference favor-
ites. As a result, opening night 
at Chase Center was a stark re-
minder of the power shift in the 
league this season.

Led by forward Kawhi Leon-
ard’s 21 points, nine assists and 
five rebounds, the Clippers made 
62.5 percent of their shots, in-
cluding 54.5 percent from 
3-point range. Meanwhile, the 

NBA

Warriors can’t stay with Clippers in opener
CLIPPERS 141, WARRIORS 122
Up next: Warriors at Thunder
When: Sunday, 12:30 p.m.
TV: NBCS-BA

THE SCORE

Up next: Siskiyous at Butte
When: Saturday, 1 p.m.
Power: Game will be unaffected 
by any power shut-offs

IF YOU GO

By Will Denner
wdenner@chicoer.com 
@WillCDenner on Twitter

A clear-cut top four have 
emerged in the Eastern Athletic 
League, and two of them face off 
in Palo Cedro on Friday.

For Pleasant Valley (4-4, 2-1 
EAL) and Foothill (5-2, 2-0), a win 
this week could help make the dif-
ference between a first-round bye 
and hosting a game one week ear-
lier.

The Cougars have won three 
straight, with defeats over Red 
Bluff, Fortuna and Enterprise in 
as many weeks. But their sched-
ule is back-loaded with PV, Shasta 
(3-4, 2-1) and current EAL leader 
Chico (7-1, 3-0) to close out the 
regular season.

Senior quarterback Brandon 
Merryman, who played wide re-
ceiver last season while Jayden 
Gordon took the reins as signal-
caller, has thrown for 1,373 yards, 
averaging 196 yards per game 
with 14 touchdowns to four inter-
ceptions. All of those marks rank 
within the top three in the North-
ern Section.

Before the Vikings’ bye week 
last Friday, they put together their 
second highest scoring output of 

PREP FOOTBALL

PV faces  
Foothill 
for EAL 
road game
Oroville searches for 
1st BVL win in Gridley 
at The Boneyard

By Sharon Martin
smartin@chicoer.com 
@SharonBMartin on Twitter

BUTTE VALLEY >> It’s nearing the 
end of October and the Butte Col-
lege football team has yet to play a 
game at its home Cowan Stadium.

Renovations to the stadium, in-
cluding a new scoreboard, press 
box, concession stand and bath-
rooms, forced the Roadrunners to 
stay true to its namesake. Home 
games were played at Chico and 
Pleasant Valley High, as well as 
Harrison Stadium in Oroville.

The home field drought ends 
come Saturday as the Roadrun-
ners host College of the Siskiyous 
at 1 p.m.

“It’s great for all of our fresh-
men to play a true home game. 
It’s great for our sophomores, it’s 
their last year here … the guys 

COLLEGE FOOTBALL

Butte returns 
to own Cowan 
Stadium, will 
host Siskiyous
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