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Technoference spreads globally

International student tuition rising

The turning point 
has yet to come
 BY JUNJIE QIU
TIMES STAFF

The World Health 
Organization held an emergency 
meeting on Jan. 31 and declared 
a public health emergency 
of international measures 
over the global outbreak of 
2019nCoV, the new name for the 
coronavirus. 

Coronaviruses are a large family 
of viruses that cause illnesses 
ranging from the common cold 
to more severe diseases such 
as Middle East Respiratory 
Syndrome and Severe Acute 
Respiratory Syndrome.

The novel coronavirus is a 
new strain that has not been 
previously identified in humans.

The Chinese government 
started building a special 
emergency field hospital called  
Huoshenshan Hospital to isolate 

people with the virus on Jan. 
23, and finished it by Feb. 
2. The second field hospital, 
Leishenshan Hospital, using the 
same model, opened on Feb. 8.

Changjiang Daily of China 
reported on Feb. 2 that surgical 
masks and other protective 
supplies have been out of stock for 
a long time in China. Overseas, 
Chinese citizens organized 
donations of surgical masks.

Jenny Jiang is an international 
student who studies at Foothill 
College. On Jan. 21 Jiang, 
along with several international 
students, donated 50 boxes of 
face masks to China. 

“I just did what I had to do,” 
Jang said.

Tencent News reported that in 
China there were 68,586 people 
diagnosed with the Coronavirus, 
8,228 people suspected of being 
infected, 9,476 people were cured 
and 1,666 people died. 

In the United States, 15 people 
were diagnosed with the virus, 
three were cured and no one died. 

On Feb. 3, the first U.S.citizen 
infected by the coronavirus 
was discharged from hospital. 
He developed symptoms after 
traveling back to the U.S. from 
Wuhan, China.  

Hospital infections control 
center expert Rongmeng Jiang 
said, “The inflection point will 
not come soon; there will be an 
incubation period later.” 

“Feb. 6 is the first incubation 
period, and Feb. 20 will be the 
next one. At present, the number 
of suspected cases is growing, we 
won’t know whether the virus is 
under control until Feb. 20.” 

San Jose City College medical 
assistant Sonia Torres-Ramos 
said there is considerable panic 
because of the unknown virus. 

“It’s instinctive when life is at 
stake. It’s normal,” Torres-Ramos 
said. “What we can do now is 
protect ourselves by wearing face 
masks, washing hands, abstaining 
from touching your eyes, nose 
and mouth. Trust that doctors and 
experts will find a solution.”

BY JASPER SOMERA
TIMES STAFF

Technoference, the 
tendency to check phones 
or electronic devices 
constantly, affects social 
interaction and can cause 
anxiety and loneliness, 
experts say. 

“Being too engaged in 
our technologies is not 
satisfying our natural 
need to feel a part of a 
community,” psychology 
instructor Laura Sanchez 

said, “leading to an 
epidemic in clinical 
psychology which we 
are now categorizing as 
loneliness.”

According to a study 
published on June 4 by 
the U.S. National Library 
of Medicine National 
Institutes of Health, the 
average person spends 
nine hours a week on 
their cell phone and 
approximately 13 hours a 
week watching TV. The 
study also revealed that a 

third of U.S. households 
own three or more smart 
phones. 

The main concern 
among psychology 
and communications 
professionals is the 
anti-social divide a four-
centimeter thick screen 
can create between 
individuals and their 
family and friends.

San Jose City College 
student Esmerelda 
Rodriguez, a computer 
engineering major, said 

she spends five to seven 
hours daily on her devices.  

Because of social 
anxiety, people feel more 
comfortable through social 
platforms,” Rodriguez 
said. 

SJCC student Justin 
Gregory, majoring 
in drug and alcohol 
counseling, said that 
increased technology 
usage “shortens people’s 
patience,” and he spends 
“roughly 100 hours a 
week” on his devices. 

Even though he spends 
a certain amount of time 
on screen, Gregory said he 
hasn’t had a relationship 
dissolve because of 
technology.

“Society needs to 
be mindful to not rely 
on devices to make 
connections,” Sanchez 
said. “There needs to be a 
medium between usage. 
Text alone won’t make 
relationships last.” 

Psychologists concerned about effects of technology on social skills

The prices of being an international 
student is becoming less affordable
BY MIU DANG
TIMES STAFF

International students attending 
the U.S schools have to pay 
double tuition, and this fee keeps 
increasing every year.

According to the 2019 Open 
Doors Report on International 
Educational Exchange, in 2019, 
the total number of international 
students in the United States is 
1,095,299. 

“First, I decided to study in 
Australia,” said Emily Han, 
a Burmese student who has 
attended San Jose City College 

for three years. “But then my 
uncle told me to come to America 
because the education system 
is good and the cost is the same 
when compared with Australia.”

Although the education system 
is good, the tuition has become 
one of the biggest problems for 
him. 

“It is unfair when international 
students have to pay double 
tuition,” Tran said. “Moreover, 
this fee keeps increasing every 
year.”

Students are bewildered by the 
change of the tuition fee. 

“There is no explanation 

from the school as to why they 
increased the tuition,” said 
Andrea Correll, 23, computer 
science major. “However, 
I notice that whenever the 

minimum wage increases, the 
tuition increases as well.”

The representative office of 
international students does not 
know the reason why the tuition 
climbs.

“The tuition is going to increase 
again next semester,” Quang 
Tran, a student assistant who 
is working in the international 
student office said. “We have no 
idea why this happens, but it is 
not because of the school. It is 
the change of the district’s policy, 
and all other schools will increase 
tuition as well.”

Having the same situation, 
Minh Le, a 23-year-old 
Vietnamese student, who is 
studying at San Jose City 
College, worries about his future.

“I have been studying here for 

three years,” Le said. “The tuition 
fee has changed twice.”

According to the article, 
“Tuition for community college 
students will be frozen for 2020-
21, but state university students 
likely to see increase of 3-4 
percent,” published on January 
27, 2020 by the Hartford Courant 
newspaper. ull-time and out-of-
state students will have to pay 
additional fee for accommodation 
if they are living on campus. 

Not only the daily life fee but 
also the tuition goes up. The 
overall increase for these students 
is 3.3% in 2021.

Le said he is concerned about 
this.

“How can I handle the fee 
when I transfer,” Le said, “if it 
keeps increasing like this?”

ILLUSTRATION BY NHU DANG / TIMES STAFFSTAFF   

Although there is a lot 
of speculation between the 
correlation between technology 
and social bonds, SJCC 
intercultural communications 
professor Sarah Burkhamer 
offered a different outlook.

“Technology requires 
skill and self-awareness,” 
Burkhamer said. “If one 
approaches it in a mindless 
manner with no goals, it may 
very well inhibit their ability to 
connect and move toward their 
goals.”

As a primate species, there 
is an innate need for humans to 
have social relationships and 
observation of emotion.

“We yearn for connection,” 
Burkhamer said. “With 
intentionality, I believe 
technology can serve us and our 
relationships.”

Coronavirus becoming a global crisis

ILLUSTRATION BY MIU DANG / TIMES STAFF



2   OPINION Tuesday, Feb. 25, 2020

Editor-in-Chief 
Jasper Somera 
A&E Editor 
Isaiah Cruz  
Web Editor 
Steve Hill 
Social Media 
Patience Bixby 

Graphic Artist 
Nhu Dang 
Photo Editor 
Junjie Qie 
Sports Editor 
Deanna Fulford 
News Editor 
Anton Vladimir

Reporters 
Forrest Canton 
Jayatri Bhattacharya 
Mitchell Pierola 
Michael Negrete 
Melissa Schraml
Chaniya Trotter
Raena Gamaza
Adviser 
Farideh Dada

Usage of vapes 
posing serious 
health issues
BY MEHREEN EHSAN  

ONTRIBUTOR

E-cigarettes were ostensibly 
sold to help cigarette users quit 
smoking tobacco. 

However, rather than helping 
smokers quit, they are creating 
more users — specifically among 
the youth. 

With the increased usage by 
minors, there have been countless 
cases of respiratory disease among 
them, including pneumonia.

Vapes are battery-operated de-
vices that simulate the smoking 
of actual cigarettes because they 
contain a considerable amount of 
nicotine — an addictive and toxic 
substance found in cigarettes and 

other tobacco products. 
Companies such as Juul sold 

vapes ostensibly in order to help 
people quit smoking, but research 
shows that they have a negative 
impact on health.

The Food and Drug Adminis-
tration and the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention are 
now researching how these devic-
es are affecting human health. 

They are studying the effects of 
vaping on those who attempt to 
quit smoking tobacco.

In a study performed by the 
FDA and CDC on Feb. 12, 2020, 
1,090 samples of vaping fluid 
were taken from over 31 states.

 Approximately 843 of the 
1,090 samples from e-cigarette 
users have undergone extensive 
testing in the search for unusual 
chemicals. 

Five hundred and eleven of these 
samples were revealed to contain 
THC, 50% of which were found 
to contain Vitamin E acetate. Ac-
cording to the FDA, the use of this 

particular chemical is concerning, 
because it is associated with many 
kinds of lung diseases.

Vapes contain less nicotine than 
regular cigarettes, but that doesn’t 
necessarily mean that they are saf-
er to use. 

The oil-based flavors have a 
substantial amount of nicotine 
that can still cause damage to the 
lungs.

In another study conducted by 
the CDC in 2020, almost 500 cas-
es of respiratory illnesses were re-
ported and analyzed. 

Among them, six had died be-
cause of lung disease caused by 
the frequent use of these electron-
ic-smoking devices. 

Experts from the FDA and CDC 
suggest not vaping for fun nor for 
quitting any tobacco products.

In December 2019, Congress 
passed a federal law raising the 
legal age to buy tobacco products 
to 21 in order to minimize the use 
of e-cigarettes among teens and 
adults.

Although vaping can subdue 
for a time the arousal of anxiety 
provided by confrontational so-
cial situations, challenging one-
self to become an active member 
of the community and engaging 
with peers is a better alternative.

E-cigarettes — Leading health detriment to our future

ANTON VLADIMIR
TIMES STAFF 

Sanders has been gradually 
rising in the polls since late 2019. 
    A Quinnipiac Poll in December 
among millennials had 52% 
in favor of Sanders, whereas 
Elizabeth Warren and Joe Biden 
received only 17% and 11%, 
respectively. 
    It’s no surprise that Sanders is 
doing so well — he has the best 
record of being authentic and 
standing on the side of minorities, 
women, immigrants, the poor, 
the LGBTQ community and the 
working class. 
    More recently, Sanders has 
been the highest polling candidate 
in Iowa and New Hampshire, 
the first two states to choose 
delegates. 
    Real Clear Politics’ average 
results for Jan. 27 in Iowa are as 
follows:
	 Sanders: 23.8%
	 Biden: 20.2%
	 Warren: 14.6% 

    
     In New Hampshire as of Jan. 
26:
	 Sanders: 26.3%
	 Biden: 16.8%
	 Warren: 13.5% 

    Keep in mind that delegates 
are only allotted to candidates 
who receive 15% or more of the 
vote. 
    If the current trend continues, 
Sanders may acquire a majority 
of the delegates in the early 
states and therefore the 
most momentum to win the 
nomination as well. 
    Although Biden was 
polling high nationally during 
most of the race in 2019, his 
cringe-inducing responses to 
criticisms, such as “You ought 
to go vote for someone else, 
you should vote for Trump,” 
might leave voters wondering if 
Biden has any confidence in his 
own success. 
    Warren is no saint either. The 
Washington Examiner reported 
Dec. 28 that Warren lied about 

her Native American heritage, 
her children’s public-school 
attendance and her father’s 
janitorial occupation. 
    That has left the “public 

feeling misled,” according 
to the Examiner. Although 
nowhere near as numerous nor 
callous as Donald Trump’s 
fabrications, senator Warren’s 

lack of transparency is 
concerning. 
   Despite efforts to curtail 
Sanders’ advance, the senator’s 
slow and steady march toward 
the White House trudges on. In 
fact, the attacks seem to make 
him stronger. 
   Warren’s attempt to call 
him sexist before the latest 
debate backfired, with many 
Twitter users criticizing the 
action online by using the 
hashtag #NeverWarren, often 
commenting snake emojis to 
symbolize her underhandedness, 
according to CNN on Jan. 15. 
   The Hill reported Saturday 
that Sanders’ campaign 
“rounded out the fourth quarter 
(of 2019) with $18.2 million 
cash on hand,” significantly 
more than any other emocratic 
candidate and overwhelmingly 
thanks to small individual 
donations. 
    As stated by the campaign 
in September, Sanders was 
the fastest in history to reach 1 
million individual donations, 
reaching a total of 5 million 
contributions by the end of last 
year. 
    Because of all of these 
factors, Sanders will likely win 
the Democratic nomination 
and then go on to win against 
Trump in a landslide. 
    Learn more about the 
campaign at berniesanders.com/
issues/

Sanders’ momentum is unstoppable
The senator is set to 
become the Democratic 
nominee, and the poll results 
are looking better than ever

CORRECTION

An article about the laser 
technology program in the 
Jan. 28 issue of the City 
College Times indicated 
that students can land a job 
making up to $40,000 per 
year after completing the 
entire program. Students 
can actually earn such a 
job after completing Laser 
100, the laser technology 
program’s entry-level 
course. 

The Times regrets 
the error. If any more 
correction need to be made, 
feel free to contact:

citycollegetimes@
jaguars_sjcc.edu

(408) 289-2181 x3213
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BY ISAIAH CRUZ
TIMES STAFF 

Eminem gets political on his 
new album “Music To Be Mur-
dered By,” released January 16. 

The album features the song 
“Darkness” that is about the Oct. 
1, 2017, Las Vegas shooting that 
killed 58 people.  The song ends 
with a heart wrenching message 
—“When will this end? When 
enough people care.” 

The video to this song starts 
off with typical Eminem lyrics 
such as “It’s like the walls are 
closin’ in/You can’t help me, no 
one can/I can feel these curtains 

closin’/I go to open ‘em.” 
Although these lyrics sound 

like Eminem is referring to him-
self, this is not the case. More de-
tails are revealed the longer you 
listen to what he’s trying to say.

Toward the end of the video, 
Eminem is shown taking off a 
gray hood that reveals —not Em-
inem — but an older man who 
resembles 64-year-old Stephen 
Paddock, Las Vegas gunman. 

Slowly, the lyrics begin to make 
sense, even the ones that seemed 
so innocent in the beginning. 

The moment both his song and 
music video went up, not many 
took lightly to his political propa-

ganda, despite the fact this wasn’t 
the first time Eminem used his 
music to promote some type of 
movement. 

According to the article titled 
“Political Eminem is the most em-
barrassing Eminem,” written by 
Drew Millard and published in The 
Outline on Jan. 20, “Political Emi-
nem is not a new phenomenon. 

The second verse of ‘Square 
Dance’ from the 2002 album The 
Eminem Show  correctly predict-
ed that the Bush administration 
would find some sort of pretext to 
expand its military presence in the 
Middle East, and (Eminem) di-
rectly implored his young listen-

ers not to sign up for the Army.” 
Many more critics had simi-

lar reactions toward his attempt 
to make a change. However, not 
all critiques were negative. Some 
actually went on to somewhat 
praise one of the more powerful 
parts of the song. 

According to the Jan. 17 Vox’s 
article titled “Eminem’s new song 
‘Darkness’ tries to enter the mind 
of the Las Vegas shooter,” by Aja 
Romano, “The track reportedly in-
cludes recreated audio of gunfire 
and screaming crowds and ends 
with an overlay of real news foot-
age from the litany of mass shoot-
ings that have happened since the 

2017 Las Vegas shooting.”
Shootings such as this one — no 

matter how horrific — don’t last 
very long in the news. Eminem 
trying to make a change is simply 
just a genuine act of kindness. 

What does he have to gain from 
bringing light to this shootout and 
all the famous shootings in Ameri-
ca? He does have a daughter that he 
is often found protecting; perhaps 
he fears for the world she will be 
living in when it’s his time to pass. 
He wants to make a change or else.

How many more bullets need 
to be laid into innocent people’s 
lives before we start to make a 
change?

Eminem’s attempt at fighting gun violence

BY MILA LE
TIMES STAFF

San Jose Jazz, a public benefit 
corporation, presents San Jose 
Jazz Winter Fest, a series of over 
20 intimate shows at venues all 
over San Jose.

The event started Feb. 14 and 
is happening until Feb. 29. It will 
include artists from all over the 
world, as well as Bay Area artists.

Winter Fest has brought live 
music to San Jose for the past 

seven years, showcasing artists 
such as Charles McPherson, 
Thundercat and Kris Bowers. 

Founded in 1986, San Jose Jazz 
began to hold performances every 
Sunday. This led to the creation 
of Winter Fest, a two-week event 
showcasing the diversity of jazz.

San Jose Jazz also offers youth 
education programs year-round, 
such as the High School All Stars 
Program. 

“The High School All 
Stars is important to local 

music programs as it allows a 
different kind of experience for 
passionate and dedicated high 
school jazz musicians,” said 
Aaron Lington, High School All 
Stars director and San Jose State 
University Coordinator of Jazz 
Studies. 

Art Boutiki, Cafe Stritch, and 
Hammer theatre are just some of 
the many venues in this year’s 
fest. 

This year’s lineup includes the 
following artists and more:

San Jose Jazz presents the 8th annual Winter Fest

Stacey Kent
Stacey Kent is a grammy-nom-

inated American Jazz singer 
coming from New Jersey. Kent 
was awarded Jazz Vocalist of 
the Year by BBC Jazz Awards 
in 2001. She often performs in 
French and was invited to per-
form the French program at the 
Francofolies Festival. 

Kent will perform two shows 
back-to-back at Cafe Stritch at 
374 S. First St.on Feb. 25 starting 
at 6:30 p.m.
Los Hermanos Arango

Coming from Guanabacoa, 
Cuba, Los Hermanos Arango 
was founded in 2003 by esteemed 
bassist Feliciano Arango and his 

siblings, Igancio and Christina. 
With 30 years of experience, 

Los Hermanos Arango plays a 
new genre combining jazz and 
Afro-Cuban fok music. 

With their unique and origi-
nal sound, Los Hermanos Aran-
go has put out six albums, two 
of which have won five awards. 
Their latest album, “Bendita 
Guanabacoa”, has been nominat-
ed for three awards.

Los Hermanos Arango will 
perform at Art Boutiki on Feb. 
28 at 44 Race St. on Feb. 29 at 
8 p.m.
Black Strings

Founded in 2011 as a part of 
a government cultural exchange 

program between the U.K. and 
South Korea, Black Strings 
plays improvisational contem-
porary music. 

“Black String seeks a new 
sound that can incorporate a va-
riety of expressions in tradition-
al music,” according to Black 
Strings’ website. 

Black Strings utilizes unique 
sounds such as the geomungo, 
Korean bamboo flutes and tradi-
tional Korean percussion. 

Black Strings will perform at 
Art Boutiki at 44 Race St. on 
Feb. 29 at 8 p.m.

For more information about 
the lineup and how to get tickets, 
visit sanjosejazz.org

BY MELISSA SCHRAML & 
VANESSA ROJAS
TIMES STAFF

The 92nd Academy Awards 
was televised Sunday Feb. 9. Here 
is a roundup of the most nominat-
ed movies this year.

The most nominated movie 
that is a must-see among critics 
and viewers is “Joker” with 11 
nominations. 

“Joker” is a psychological 
thriller based on one of the most 
well-known villains in the DC 
Universe.

The movie tells the origin 
story of the Joker, and it focus-
es on Arthur Fleck, an amateur 
comedian suffering from mental 
illness.

Mistreated by society, Fleck 
eventually has a mental break-
down that brings about his alter 

ego, the Joker, who then goes on 
to terrorize Gotham City. 

Starring Joaquin Phoenix 
as Joker, this movie’s turn of 
events and great acting helped 
propel it to record-breaking box 
office receipts of $1 billion so 
far, according to The Numbers, 
a website that tracks data on the 
movie industry.

Joker won two Academy 
Awards, Best Actor for Phoenix 
and Best Original Score.

Just behind “Joker” are three 
movies with 10 nominations 
each, “1917,” “Once Upon a 
Time in Hollywood” and “The 
Irishman.”

“1917” is based on a true sto-
ry of two soldiers in World War 
I who must deliver a message 
warning another British regiment 
of a potential ambush. Failure to 
deliver the message will imperil 

the lives of 1,600 British soldiers 
trapped deep inside Germany.

A sense of realism in the 
film helps the audience develop 
a connection to the characters. 
The film won three Oscars and 
grossed an estimated $200 mil-
lion in worldwide box offices 
proceeds according to The Num-
bers.

“Once Upon a Time in Holly-
wood” is a comedy-drama written 
and directed by Quentin Tarantino 
and stars Leonard DiCaprio as an 
aging actor worried about his tele-
vision career near the end of Hol-
lywood’s golden age.

The film won two Oscars 
Sunday night, one for supporting 
actor for Brad Pitt and one for best 
production design. According to 
Forbes, “Once Upon a Time in 
Hollywood” grossed over $358 
million at the box office.

Most nominated films at the 92nd Academy Awards

PHOTO COURTESY OF PIXABAY
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NBA legend leaves 
a legacy both on 
and off the court
BY MICHAEL NEGRETE 
AND CHANIYA TROTTER
TIMES STAFF 

Individuals around the sports 
world and beyond are still 
struggling to come to terms 
with the sudden deaths of Kobe 
Bryant, his 13-year-old daughter 
Gianna and seven others in a 
helicopter crash near Calabasas, 
California, on Jan. 26.

“We all took Kobe’s death 
pretty hard,” said Devin Aye, 
the head coach of San Jose City 
College’s men’s basketball team. 
“I cried. I’m just glad we didn’t 
have a game that Wednesday 
because that hit home, and I 
know the guys took it pretty 
rough.”

Immediately after the news 
broke, tributes to Bryant, his 
daughter and the others who 
perished in the crash poured 
in from individuals, not only 
in the world of sports, but 
also government officials and 
entertainment figures.

“He was somebody that I 
always respected just because 
he was so much more than a 
basketball player. He was highly 
intelligent, inquisitive, curious,” 
said longtime San Antonio Spurs 
head coach Gregg Popovich, as 
quoted on NBC Sports Chicago’s 
website. 

“We all know about his 

competitiveness, but he was 
a strategist. He focused. He 
was driven. And would have 
been successful no matter 
what he chose to do in life.” 
Popovich’s Spurs had battled it 
out with Bryant’s Lakers in some 
legendary playoff duels in the 
2000s and into the early 2010s.

NBA royalty such as LeBron 
James, Dwyane Wade and Kevin 
Durant also paid homage to the 
victims of the crash.

“It’s hard to comprehend all 
of this,” said Brooklyn Nets 
forward Kevin Durant, as quoted 
on Sports Illustrated’s website 
“But just having that time and 
those moments with Kobe - he’s 
always about pressing forward. 
At this time it’s so hard. Just the 
amount of impact he had on all 
of us.”

The impact of this news 
extended as far as the Oval 
Office, as President Trump and 
former President Obama both 
took to Twitter to extend their 
condolences to the Bryant family.

Bryant’s impact on basketball 
is undeniable.

He was drafted into the NBA 
straight out of high school by the 
Charlotte Hornets, who would 
later trade him that same night to 
the Los Angeles Lakers. The rest 
is history.

Bryant was a five-time NBA 
champion, two-time NBA Finals 
MVP and 18-time NBA All-
Star. these are just a few of his 
accolades from his storied career 
that spanned a total of 20 seasons.

Bryant’s reach even extended 
to SJCC’s campus.

“He’s the reason I started 
playing basketball,” said Arda 
Eroglu, guard/forward for SJCC’s 
men’s basketball team.“I cried, I 
was really emotional, and I didn’t 
take it well; I felt like I knew 
him.”

As phenomenal of a basketball 
player as Bryant was, his impact 
went beyond the hardwood.

“He was a big influence, 
especially to kids that didn’t 
have father figures, he set the 
example,” said Jayvon Fisher, 
guard for SJCC’s men’s 
basketball team, “his work ethic 
and how he didn’t give up is 
something we all have to keep in 
mind.”

This tragedy struck everyone in 
different ways. 

For anyone involved in the 
basketball community in any 
way, Bryant just couldn’t be 
gone.

Jeanie Buss, the owner of the 
Los Angeles Lakers, penned a 
letter to Bryant in an Instagram 
post a few days after the tragedy.

Buss opened the letter by 
writing, “Kobe, I don’t know 
how to express what you mean 
to me, my family and the Los 
Angeles Lakers.”

More or less, everyone 
experienced that same loss for 
words upon hearing the tragic 
news that  Sunday morning.

Many rooted for Bryant, 
and many rooted against him. 
However, the one commonality 
among those two different groups 
of basketball fans was the respect 
harbored for his ridiculous talent.
 

Remembering Kobe Bryant

BY DEANNA FULFORD AND CHANIYA 
TROTTER 
TIMES STAFF

The San Jose City College Men’s 
basketball team suffered a tough loss to 
Monterey Peninsula College on Jan. 31, 
losing 77-71, and snapping their three-
game winning streak.  
    The SJCC Women’s basketball team 
also endured a tough loss to Monterey 
Peninsula College on Jan. 31, losing 
50-48. This loss snapped their six-game 
winning streak.

These losses at home would have stung 
less if the team had a home crowd to 
cheer them on.

On the day of the game, SJCC students 
were asked if they knew about the 
basketball game later that evening. They 

were also asked how the college could 
promote future games more effectively. 

Carrissa Chavez, who plans on 
majoring in mass communications, 
expressed her frustration of not knowing 
when games are held. 

“I didn’t know there was a game 
today, but I wish I did,” Chavez said. “I 
would love to go to games on campus, 
but it’s so hard because I never know 
when they are.” 

SJCC student Kiara Turner, who plans 
on majoring in computer science, said 
she thinks SJCC should start sending out 
emails when games take place. 

 “I’ve been at San Jose City College 
for two full years, and I’ve never been to 
a sports game,” Turner said. “Of course, 
I knew they were going on, but it seemed 
like nobody ever promoted them.” 

Head Coach Devin Aye explained how 
it would help to have a bigger crowd 
during home games.  

“The audience is like a sixth man; 
we need them,” Aye said.  “I think the 
school should promote the games more 
with advertisements and banners. People 
never know much about the games.” 

All the sports schedules are listed on 
the SJCC website (https://www.sjcc.edu) 
underneath “Athletics.” 

Lack of attendance at home games Lack of attendance at home games 
affects performance of the playersaffects performance of the players

Above:The City Col-
legeTimes reporter 
speaks to basketball 
player Arda Eroglu  
Feb,10 in the san jose 
city gym.

Left: The City College 
Times reporter speak-
ing to basketball 
player Jayvon  Fisher 
about the death of 
kobe Feb,10 in san 
jose city college gym.

Head Coach and 
SJCC students 
speak out on the 
lack of  
advertisements  
for sports games

Point Guard DeCaurey Brown shoots from the three-point-line against 
Montrey Peninsula on Jan.31 in san jose city college gym.

Photo by: Nubis Devante 
Mens basketball home game 
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The San Jose City College 
Men’s basketball lost at home to 
Hartnell College, 61-59 on Feb. 
12. 
    The Jaguar’s started off strong, 
leading their opponents 26-30 in 
the first period.  
    However, their luck started to 
fade when the Panthers began to 
pick up the pace. Hartnell soon 
found their rhythm and quickly 
took the lead.  
    Despite their loss, SJCC’s 
men held their ground.  
    Decaurey Brown played a 
total of 32 minutes, scoring 15 
points. Brown’s game stats were 
15 points, ten rebounds, six as-
sists, and two steals (wow this 
guys a beast) 
    Ek Okechukwu played an 
admirable 21 minutes, scoring 
11 points. Okechukwu had ten 
rebounds and two blocks to end 
the game. 
    Alkan Ozusug played 23 min-
utes, scoring nine points. Ozusug 
had three rebounds and one steal.  
    Bryan Nguyen came off 
the bench during the first half, 
scoring a total of seven points 
in 25 minutes. He also had four 
rebounds, one assist and four 
steals.  
    The Men’s Basketball team 
as a whole had a total of 45 re-
bounds and 9 assists; however, 
the 18 turnovers may have very-
well cost them the game.

Men’s basketball team suffers another loss
Men’s basketball 
team suffered 
a loss against 
the Panthers of 
Hartnell College 

BY DEANNA FULFORD 
TIMES STAFF

MEN’S BASKETBALL

Wednesday, Feb 12
Vs. Hartnell College at San 
Jose City College 
5 p.m. 

Friday, Feb 14 
Vs. West Valley at West 
Valley College
5:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb 19 
Vs. Gavilanat Gavilan 
College 
5 p.m. 

WOMEN’S 
BASKETBALL

Wednesday, Feb. 12
Vs. Hartnell College at San 
Jose City College
7 p.m.

Friday, Feb 14 
Vs. Mission at Mission 
College
7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Feb 19
Vs. Gavilan at Gavilan 
College 
7 p.m. 

Sports schedule
SOFTBALL

Thursday, Feb 20 
Vs. Taft at San Jose City 
College
12:30 p.m.
Saturday, Feb 22 
Vs. Redwoods at San Jose 
City College 
10:30 a.m & 12:30 p.m. 

Tuesday, Feb 25 
Vs. Ohlone at San Jose 
City College 
3 p.m.

Thursday, Feb 27 
Vs. West Valley at West 
Valley College 
3 p.m. 

Saturday, Feb 29 
Vs. Porterville 
10 a.m.

Saturday, Feb 29 
Vs. Diablo Valley 
2 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

TRACK & FIELD

Sunday, Feb 23 at De Anza 
Open
10 a.m. 

Monday, Mar 2 at Kim Duyst 
Invitational  
11 a.m.
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Tinder dates 
and how to be 
safe 
Dating is fun but safety is 
important

MELISSA SCHRAML 
TIMES STAFF 

Some people use dating apps for random hookups or to get 
back into dating. 

It’s pretty straightforward at first, messaging a potential 
partner, but what happens when you meet them in person? 

Sometimes we don’t always use our best instinct in certain 
situations. 

Because of that, here are some helpful safety tips when 
going out with someone you met online. 

Always make sure it’s the person you matched with on 
Tinder or Bumble because a lot of people grab someone else’s 
picture from Google

Go with your gut instinct no matter how you feel. 
If you feel suspicious, no matter what, find a way to get out 

of that situation. You can message one of your friends and ask 
them to come with you on the date. 

If needed, your friend can sit in a secluded place to keep 
an eye on you. Ask them to sit somewhere, preferably where 
there’s a lot of background movement. This way, they can 
message you throughout the date and keep a close eye on you 
for red flags. 

 Be aware of your surroundings. This is very useful 
depending on the situation wherever you are. Look for 
the exits, and know where the bathroom is. Use your best 
judgment in any environment.

A few pieces of advice that I would give to someone if they 
are going to meet for the first time from a dating app include:

n Bring someone you trust to go with you 
n Get a real picture of them not just from their camera roll 
n Meet in a public place like a restaurant or coffee shop
n Make sure one person knows where you are at all times 
n Don’t take things super serious or to heart 
n Just be yourself 
n Be aware, and be cautious
n Ask what their intentions are
n Bring a taser or pepper spray just to 

San Jose City College 
offers many services on 
campus to students
                
CHANIYA TROTTER
TIMES STAFF 

Counseling Division: Assists students with 
transferring and creating academic plans.

For more information, contact (408) 288-3750. 
 

   The Career/Transfer Center: Helps out with 
career goals and choosing academic majors, also 
they check students eligibility in transfers. 
Location: SC-216A

 
    Job Placement Center: Provides services to 
students and alumni in search of employment. 
Location: SC-216

 
    Financial Aid: Helps with student loan 
eligibility to get free money for your books and 
enrollment fees.They have deadlines and they are 
located in the STUDENT CENTER next to the 
Cesar Chavez Library.

Cooperative Agencies Resources for 
Education: Provides extended opportunities such as 
economic and educational support and also provides 
care to single parents with a child under 14. 

For more information, contact (408) 288-3788. 

Extended Opportunities Program and Services : 
Supports students both academically and personally 
to achieve the greatest success. Contact (408) 288-
3788 

 
    Health Services: Provides a variety of services in 
health care. 

For more information,  visit the website. (http://
www.sjcc.edu/current-students/on-campus-
resources/student-health-services)

Location: RM 109.
 

     Veterans Resource Center:Provides services 
for Veterans.Helping veterans to connect with 
others and give them the support they need for the 
academic year. 

Location: SC-215 
 
Activities and Student Organizations: All 
programs are sponsored by students and faculty. 
More information for programs and organizations 
can be found at http://www.sjcc.edu/current-
students/student-life/associated-student-government  
International Student-life: Services include 
application assistance and admission processing.

For more information, contact them  (408) 288-
3173 or (408) 288-3751.

Email: internationalprogram@sjcc.edu  
Website : http://www.sjcc.edu/future-students/
international-students

Location: GE-118.

Student services on campus

Club Day and World of Journalism

JASPER SOMERA, PATIENCE BIXBY, MELISSA SCHRAML, AND NUBIS DEVANTE 

REPRESENT FOR THE WORLD OF JOURNALISM CLUB.

http://www.sjcc.edu/current-students/on-campus-resources/student-health-services
http://www.sjcc.edu/current-students/on-campus-resources/student-health-services
http://www.sjcc.edu/current-students/on-campus-resources/student-health-services
http://www.sjcc.edu/current-students/student-life/associated-student-government
http://www.sjcc.edu/current-students/student-life/associated-student-government
mailto:internationalprogram@sjcc.edu
http://www.sjcc.edu/future-students/international-students
http://www.sjcc.edu/future-students/international-students
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SJCC plans to expand 
LGBTQ safe zones  

BY GRAHAM MOORE 
CONTRIBUTOR

    Many colleges have a GSA club 
where all students, regardless of orienta-
tion and gender, can meet and talk about 
issues in a safe place. 
   Carlos Garcia, a business major and the 
LGBTQ student representative, is starting 
a Gay Straight Alliance and is working to 
schedule some events this year.  
   Garcia is working with staff to achieve 
that with Juan Garcia, the Program Co-
ordinator of Student Development and 
Activities.  
   “My job is to get a foundation in so we 
can build up a program from there,” Juan 
Garcia said. “There is no program as of 
now, but we are starting to get everything 
rolling.”  
   He said that he wants to create an 
LGBTQ center in the future. 
“We want a zone where people know that 
they can go to when they have a problem,” 
Juan Garcia said. 
   For the time being, there is a “virtual 
center,” as Blake Balajadia, director of 
Student Development and Activities, de-
scribed it.  
   “We want people to come in and out of 
the office and meet with Carlos and meet 
with Juan -- feel like this a safe space,” 
Balajadia said. 
   Carlos Garcia has a desk in the Student 
Center where students can come talk with 
him to voice complaints or seek resources 
One service offered is to accompany stu-
dents and help them when explaining their 
preferred name and pronouns to instructors 

if they differ from the name and gender in 
the system.  
   Teresa Paiz, the director of Admissions 
and Records and the coordinator of the 
Safe Zone Program, said the goal of Safe 
Zone is to create safe spaces on campus 
where students can go if they need infor-
mation, advocacy or just to talk.  
   “If there are students that have any ques-

tions or any concerns or they just need 
someone to talk to and listen, they come to 
me,” Paiz said. “This is a safe space. This 
is a safe zone.”  
    Safe Zone also provides training to staff 
to teach them how to better help and be 
more sensitive to LGBTQ students and 
LGBTQ issues on campus. 
    While there is not currently an abun-

dance of LGBTQ resources on campus, 
there are plans in motion to change that.     
   “It’s all in pieces,” Balajadia said. “It’s 
not a formal identity; but hopefully, that’s 
something we’re turning around this se-
mester.” 
    Teresa Paiz can be contacted by email at 
teresa.paiz@sjcc.edu for more information 
about the Safe Zone Program.

Students can still 
register for courses 
after add codes 
expires
BY FORREST CANTON
TIMES STAFF

Late start courses allow students to 
register for courses at SJCC after the 
add codes deadline.

Examples of late start courses 
include:

•CIS-017B-101-an online computer 
course    

 •001A-136-an English course
•READ-120-103-a reading course
Throughout the semester, more and 

more late start courses get added to the 
course catalog.

“The department, so whatever class 
it is, that department has to put it in 
because we don’t add it,” said Lan 
Chung, Admissions and Records 
technician.

In regard to the course catalog, 
students enroll in late start courses 
whenever they get a chance to look at 
them. 
    “I haven’t looked into that. 
Whenever I get the chance,” said 
Carlos Molasco, 26, psychology major, 
“if I look into those courses, see what 
they are about, and I am interested in 
those courses, then I will enroll”. 
    In addition to the course catalog, 
some students don’t want to take late 
start courses because of how they feel 
about those courses. 

    “I just want to go to school and 
I love it. I feel happy,” said Thuy 
Nguyen, 29, dental assisting major. “I 
feel that if I take those courses, I will 
feel nervous.” 
   Aside from how students feel about 
late start courses, they also don’t enroll 
in those courses because they already 
have enough units. 
    “I am not interested because I have 
enough units already,” said Thomas 
Goin, 54, behavioral science major. 
“I don’t want to take any late start 
courses,” 

 For some late start courses, students 
are required to attend the class more 
often in order to achieve a good grade. 
    These courses don’t always have the 
same deadlines as regular courses do. 

•Regular courses allow students to 
register until the second Sunday of the 
semester; for late start courses, it varies 
depending on when the course starts.

•The deadline to drop without a W 
is the same as the deadline to use add 
codes.

•The grades for those courses are 
available at the same time as regular 
courses. 
    The deadline to use add codes was 
Feb. 9. Students can search for late 
start courses that they can register for 
by:

1. Logging into MyWeb 
2. Clicking “Students”
3. Clicking “Search for Sections 

(Advanced)”
4. Choosing “Late Start” in the 

“Short Term/Late Start/Early Start 
Section” box.

5. Filling out the other necessary 
boxes

Late start courses 
are available

This program offers benefits such as a VTA 
pass, tuition free for two years and textbooks 
BY RAENA GAMAZA
TIMES STAFF

The program launched in 2017 at Evergreen Valley College and San Jose City College 
with approximately 500 students and within the years the program has expanded to relatively 
1,000 students 
    Once you are in the program you make a promise to yourself and to the program to meet 
the requirements such as meeting the grade point average and meeting with your counselor 
at least a few times a semester, complete FAFSA or CA Dream Act application, maintain a 
cumulative grade point average of a 2.0 each semester that you are enrolled in and attend to 
required orientations/ meetings.  
    “Instead of having to worry about my cost for school and books, I was able to get them for 
free by keeping my word that I would get good grades, always attend school and counseling 
appointments,” said Arrianna Garcia, 20, criminal justice major. 
    SJ Promise has helped students financially and academically. According to the programs 
brochure a student saves approximately $5,500 on tuition, transportation and textbooks in 
total.  
    In order to qualify for this program, you have to be a first-year/ first generation college 
student or a low income student. Apply online at www.sanjosepromise.org.

 

Promise program for 
first-year college students

                                 PHOTO COURTESY OF SAN JOSE PROMISE WEBSITE

 SJCC Staff plan to expand LGBTQ safe zones for students
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Pagan festivities of Spring 
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BY ANTON VLADIMIR
TIMES STAFF

Although many celebrations 
are believed to be derived 
from Christianity, certain 
Slavic cultures such as those in 
Czechia, Poland, Slovakia and 
Ukraine still practice festivals 
that predate the world’s most 
followed religion.

One of these is the sinister-
sounding Drowning of Marzanna 
while the other is the jolly 
Smigus Dyngus, known simply 
as Dyngus Day.

Both occur at the arrival of 
spring, which is an important 
transitional event in temperate 
climates, such as those found in 
northern Europe. 

Citizens of the Bay Area 
may not have experienced the 
majestic transition of winter to 
spring, since the climate here 
is too warm to allow for large 
variations in temperature.

Marzanna is the name of a 
Slavic pagan goddess associated 
with the cycle of death and 
rebirth, which embodies the 
eruption of life and melting of 

the frigid ice. Festivalgoers build 
an effigy of Marzanna, carrying 
her to a nearby river to burn and 
drown her.

After dropping the burnt effigy 
into a river, participants follow 
the tradition of not looking back 
into the water, symbolizing their 
readiness to embrace the warmth 
of spring and escape from 
winter’s cold grasp.

Dyngus Day is a humorous 
celebration where boys and girls 
lightly whack one another with 
a freshly cut length of “pussy 
willow,” a tree so named because 
the flower buds that surface in 
spring look like tiny cats. Later, 
boys pour water onto girls who 
could save themselves from the 
drenching by providing painted 
eggs, which embody the vigor 
and vitality of the season.

NAPISAŁ ANTON VLADIMIR
PISARZ DLA TIMES

Geralt z Rivii był oglądany przez widzów 
całego świata w nowym serialu “Wiedźmin,” 
który został opublikowany w grudniu.

Przed filmem, wielu ulubieńców książek i gier 
gryźli paznokci, nerwowo zastanawiając się, czy 
słynny bohater będzie tyle wieloaspektowy oraz 
sarkastyczny jak w poprzednich materiałach.

Niestety, Henry Cavill-owi, główny aktor 
postaci, nie udało się włazić w skórę Geralta. 
Barki mocne, włosy białe, oczy kocie, ale coś 
brakowało. 

Na początku pierwszego odcinku, “Początek 
Końca,” Geralt wchodzi do karczmy gdzie 
spotyka się z postacią Renfri. Nie komentując 
na dziwny obrót treści “Ostatniego Życzenia,” 
same dialogi oraz aktorstwo twarzy wydawali się 
amatorskie.

Geralt patrzy na Renfri jak baron do jednej 
z niego nałożniczek, a Renfri na Geralta jak 
na starego druha. Ale czytaczy książek mogą 
pamiętać, że wcale tak być nie może.

W tym przypadku i wielu innym, Geralt wydaje 
się o wiele bardziej pewien w sobie i gadatliwy 
niż w książkach.

Jeśli chodzi o przyjaźń Geralta z Jaskrem, 
to przygotujcie się na zamieszanie. W sadze, 
słynny trubadur i poeta Jaskier jest najlepszym i 
najbardziej godnym zaufania przyjaciel Geraltowi. 

W seriale, niestety, Netflix pluje na ich 
przyjaźń, w zamian strojąc Jaskra w posłusznego 
i głupiego giermka Wiedźmina, który albo 
dostanie pięść do jaj, jak we wtórnym odcinku, 
albo zostanie odrzucony z przyjacielstwa w 
najbliższym momencie.

Braterska miłość między tym panom w sadze 
pokazywało, że męskość to nie jeden rozmiar 
dla wszystkich. Choć Geralt jest męski, chrobry 
i silny, on musiał często zapytać Jaskra o rad dla 
interakcjach społecznych, skoro Jaskier był biegły 
w tym kierunku.

Więc jak zawsze, w celu zarabianie jak 
najwięcej pieniędzy, Netflix wyciął najbardziej 
ulubione aspekty charakterów w drodze do 
naszych telewizji.

• February is Black  

History month

• The City College 

Times Won five awards 

in the 2020 Excellence 

in Student Media  

competition

• Students can still  

register to vote for their 

Democratic candidate 

of choice for Super 

Tuesday, March 3

• San Jose Promise 

available for students

• Rising concerns 

among international 

students about the price 

of college

‘Monstrum, albo Wiedźmina opisanie’

IMPORTANT  
ANNOUNCEMENTS

SUN                 MON               TUES             WED              THURS            FRI                   SAT 

 25 
 
Newspaper 
Released!  

26 
Cash for 

college 

12-1 pm  

 1-2 pm 

 2-3 pm 

 

27 
Softball 

Vs. West 
Valley at 

West Valley 
College  

3 pm 

28 29 

MARCH 
1 

2 
Track & Field 
Monday. Mar 
2 at Kim Duyst 
Invitational  
11 am  
 

3 
Cinequest 
Film & 
Creativity 
Festival 
March 3-15 

4 
Woman of 

Color Speech 
10:45 am   

5 
Math 

Contest 
 

3:15-4:45 pm  

6 7 

8 9 
Woman of 

Color Speech 
1:45 pm 

10 
Woman of 

Color Speech 
12 pm  

11 12 13 

Pre-nursing 

workshop 

9:30- 

11:30am 

14 

15 16 17 18 
Woman of 

Color Speech 
12:15pm 

19 
SUNSET 
DANCE! 

 

20 21 

22 23 

 
Late start 

classes 
begin! 

24 25 26 27 
 

28 

Czy Netflix podarł 
ducha Wiedźmina?

Peculiar European holidays of  
Marzanna and Smigus Dyngus

CultureCulture
cornercorner

CultureCulture
cornercorner
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