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We need to understand the issues 
and challenges of  our country. Voters 
must be informed, so they can choose 
the candidates who share their values.

What is most important to you? 
There are so many important issues, 
including health care, police brutal-
ity, guaranteed paid sick-leave, climate 
change, gun violence, immigration, fair 
pay, reproductive justice, education, 
student debt, voting rights, the census, 
and the list goes on and on. 

Your needs must be heard loud and 
clear across the nation. This is the only 
way will we get politicians to listen to our 
needs as citizens of  this country. There 
is no valid excuse to shirk exercising our 

civic and democratic duty, and as an 
example of  a collaborative effort, many 
employers offer paid time to go vote.

Our nation’s voting system is compli-
cated, there is a lot of  misinformation, 
and this year’s election is very different 
due to the pandemic.

We know that our right to vote is 
guaranteed, that there are laws and 
procedures, as well as poll workers 
who are trained to ensure voting in this  
electoral contest.

People who have survived voter 
suppression are some of  the greatest 
champions of  voter rights. We learn the 
value of  the vote through the experiences 
of  Black Americans, and the American 
woman, who once disenfranchised; they 
do not take the vote for granted.

It is days before the Nov. 3, a day that 

will go down in the history of  our coun-
try’s democracy because Americans will 
have expressed their feelings and power 
throughout the nation.

An open democracy requires its citi-
zens to exercise their participation in our 
nation’s politics, either by voting by mail 
or at the ballot box, but on time. Our 
democracy is at stake, and voting cannot 
be inconvenient for anyone at any time 
in the history of  our democracy.

If  they are not concerned about the 
future of  American democracy, they are 
not paying attention, and that involves 
all the citizens of  this country.

By voting,  great changes that benefit 
our nation can be achieved. We have 
in our hands the responsibility for the 
present and future of  this country, our 
actions will have an impact on the  

next generations.
The United States has been the world 

leader and has demonstrated it with the 
years, the power of  our nation, our unity 
can do something unique to our country.

Regardless of  your party or candi-
date preference, today our democracy 
has already been attacked, and the only 
weapon that can fight it is the vote.

Each of  us has a responsibility to 
exercise this right, regardless of  the 
kind of  color or idea, all citizens have 
the power to change the great policies for 
a prosperous future in our nation. 

You and your friends have to attend 
these ballot boxes, great young people 
are the future of  this nation, and a 
single vote can make a big difference in 
this competitive election with two great 
visions that divide our nation by 2020.

VOTE, VOTE, VOTE!

ELECTION 2020
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Proposition Information — Short and Simple

By Annette Mullaney
Collaborator to The Guardsman

Economic issues, including unemploy-
ment, expanding health care, and stimulus 
payments, dominate many voters’ concerns 
heading into the upcoming election, though 
there is also considerable worry about the 
election process itself.

“The economy is in a really bad place,” 
Professor of  Broadcast Media at City 
College Andrea Medina said. She thinks 
the government needs to create job oppor-
tunities, implement rent control, and provide 
more stimulus.

To City College student Jess Nguyen, 
the pandemic has thrown inequality into 
sharp relief. “There’s people who have made 
billions and billions in this pandemic… Not 
everyone is paying their fair share in taxes 
and it does affect a lot of  public schools and 
community services.”

Even City College’s own budget woes 
could be attributed to that underfunding, 
Nyugen said. “If  we got $10 million extra 
funding, we wouldn’t have had those class 
cuts, we’d be able to pay teachers, and we 
would probably have a better response to 
the CO-VID pandemic.”

Vice-President of  John Adams campus 
Angelica Nevarez said that City College’s 
budget crisis and cuts to classes spurred her 
to join the student government. She wants 
elected officials who will be transparent and 
realistic with their solutions, and support 
students. “Whether it’s laptops, hotspots, or 
providing additional resources like how to 
sign up for CalFresh -  all of  that matters 
to give families and students an opportunity 
to breath a little.”

CalFresh known federally as the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program 
(SNAP) is the largest food program in CA, 
and provides monthly food and economic 
benefits to low-income families. The 
program is federally mandated in CA, and 
is county operated and state supervised. 

Writer and Adjunct Instructor at 
City College Lisa Rosenberg has a litany 
of  issues she cares about — expanding 
education, universal health care, address-
ing racial disparities, and criminal justice 
reform — though she sees them as part of  
an overarching theme of  prioritizing human 
potential. “Society can either be one in 
which people are constantly having their 
abilities, wishes, and dreams stopped down, 
or one you really invest in people.”

Research Associate in biotech Oyang 
Teng, 37, said he cares about living in a 
city with accessible and well-funded public 
services. For example, he said he tends to 
reflexively support public transportation 
measures. “If  democracy means anything, 
it means letting people get to where they 
need to go whether they have a lot of   
money or not.” 

To City College student Kieran 
Briden, 22, “housing is a huge issue, and 
is probably going to stay a huge issue, so 
anything to get more affordable housing and  
less homelessness.” 

Process is policy to some voters; there’s 
widespread concern that these elections 
will not accurately represent the will of  the 
electorate. Rosenberg said she was worried 
about cheating, “There’s so much weird-
ness — take these fake ballot boxes” she said. 

City College student Mike Davis, listed 
balloting issues, voter suppression, hacking, 

and gerrymandering as reasons to worry 
about corruption and meddling. “The 
people that are in office right now would 
absolutely do shady s--- if  they can get away 
with it.” 

Software engineer Caleb Astey said he 
hopes campaign finance reform, Washington 
D.C. and Puerto Rican statehood, reform-
ing the House of  Representatives, and the 
electoral college are priorities after the elec-
tion. Electoral reform, he said, is necessary 

to “rebalance the conversation and allow for 
representation of  the people. Then we can 
have a discussion about policy.”

The politicians who get reelected or 
get elected to offices after the election will 
have many challenges ahead of  them, as the 
average citizen has become more active in 
policy-making and in understanding their 
community’s needs. 

Voters Concerned Over Country’s Economic 
Downfall, Election Integrity, and Lack of Resources

SAN FRANCISCO COUNTY PROPOSITIONS

Prop. A: 
Bond measure authorizing City to borrow up to $487.5 million by 
issuing bonds to be spent on mental health and homelessness projects, 
improvement in public parks and recreational facility accessibility, 
quality and safety, and improvement to safety and condition of  city 
streets and other public “right-of-way” assets (i.e. curb ramps, plazas).

Prop. B:
City charter amendment to create the Department of  Sanitation and 
Streets, which would take over certain duties from the Department 
of  Public Works; establish a Public Works Commission to oversee the 
Department of  Public Works.

Prop. C:
City charter amendment that would remove requirements that 
members of  City boards, commission, and advisory bodies be regis-
tered voters and U.S. citizens, and require that those members be both 
old enough to vote in City elections and be City residents?

Prop. D: 
City charter amendment to create an independent Sheriff’s Department 
Office of  Inspector General (OIG) and an independent Sheriff’s 
Department Oversight Board composed of  appointees by the Mayor 
and Board of  Supervisors.

Prop. E: 
City charter amendment that would remove the requirement that 
the San Francisco Police Department maintain a minimum of  1,971 
full-duty sworn officers in favor of  regular evaluations of  police  
staffing levels.

Prop. F: 
Change certain taxes collected by the City from businesses, including 
eliminating the payroll expense tax; increasing gross receipts tax rate, 
exempting small businesses; increasing the administrative office tax 
rate; changing business registration fees.

Prop. G: 
City charter amendment that would allow San Francisco residents 
to vote in local, City elections if  they are at least 16 years old and 
registered to vote.

Prop. H:
Change to the City Planning Code for Neighborhood Commercial 
Districts to increase permissible uses, eliminate the public noti-
fication process for new permitted uses, and require an expedited  
process for permits.

Prop. I: 
Permanent increase of  transfer tax rate on certain sales and leases 
of  35 years or more of  real estate with a price of  at least $10 million.

Prop. J: 
Change the 2018 Parcel Tax for the San Francisco Unified School 
District, from July 1, 2021, to June 30, 2038, with a new tax that 
decreases the current tax rate from $320 to $288, adjusting yearly for 
inflation, and exempting people age 65 years and older.

Prop. K: 
Authorize the City to own, develop, construct, acquire, or rehabilitate 
up to 10,000 units of  low-income rental housing in San Francisco.

Prop. L: 
City would place an additional tax on some San Francisco businesses 
when their highest-paid managerial employment earns more than 
100 times the median compensation paid to their local employees.

By Starr A. Wilson
swilson3@mail.ccsf.edu

Federal Judge on the United States Court of  
Appeals for the 7th Circuit, Amy Coney Barrett was 
nominated as a Supreme Court Justice by President 
Donald Trump, on Sep. 28, 2020. She was elected after 
Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s death, and was aggressively 
questioned in a four-day confirmation hearing by the 
Senate Judiciary Committee.

One of  the mains concerns pertaining to the 
Democratic Party is Barrett’s endorsement of   anti-
abortion ads in 2006. 

Barret, who is a long-time faculty member of  the 
Notre Dame Law School where she taught civil proce-
dure, constitutional law, and statutory interpretation. 
She will be the first judge nominated onto the Supreme 
Court of  the United States (SCOTUS) out of  Notre 
Dame Law School.  

The Affordable Care Act will be decided by the 
Supreme Court one week after her appointment. It 
was formerly known as the Patient Protection and 
Affordable Care Act and referred to as Obamacare. 
It was enacted by federal statute by the 111th United 
States Congress and signed into law by former  
President Barack Obama on March 23, 2010.

The SCOTUS is a forum mainly of  Yale and 
Harvard graduates on the bench. The Democratic 
Party showed concerns on whether or not Barrett 

will not approve the Affordable Care Act. In 
addition, the judge’s religious views have been 
questioned as to if  they will affect her decisions  
in implementing rules. 

Presently, on the SCOTUS are five Catholic 
justices: John Roberts, Clarence Thomas, Samuel 
Alito, Sonia Sotomayor, and Brett Kavanaugh. Many 
worry with Barrett being elected that the court will 
sway mainly conservertative. Court-packing, a legisla-
tive initiative proposed to add more justices to the U.S. 
Supreme Court has been suggested to balance the court. 
However, it has only been enforced twice since being 
enacted by former President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 

Rick Garnett, a professor of  political science and 
director of  the Notre Dame Program on Church, 
State, and Society said, “Judges decide legal questions,  
not religious ones.”

Barrett stated in her opening statement on the first 
day of  the hearing, “The policy decisions and value 
judgments of  government must be made by political 
branches elected by, and accountable to the people. The 
public should not expect courts to do so, and courts 
should not try.”

If  Barrett is confirmed, she will be the third judge 
appointed by President Donald J. Trump alongside 
with Neil Gorsuch and Brett Kavanaugh to form a 
6-3 majority of  Supreme Court justices. 

Democratic Presidential Nominee, Joe Biden said 
that he will pack the court if  he is elected as president.   

Controversy in the Court! Judge Amy Coney Barret 
Fried During Nomination Hearing

By Maura Corkery
Collaborator to The Guardsman

In this year’s election, many city, and state propositions will be on 
the ballot. Voters should analyze carefully each and every proposition; 
Evaluate the pros and cons of  each, and always do their research. 
Look who’s endorsing each proposition and what they say about it. 

“Yes” or “No” seems like an easy pick, but voters should choose 
wisely. These propositions can have a major impact on different aspects 
of  everyday life, and it could affect different groups of  people, positively 
or negatively. Voters can go to ballotpedia.org, a non-profit and non-
partisan organization, for further information on each proposition. 

Here’s a list of  the proposition on the 2020 ballot for San  
Francisco residents: 

CALIFORNIA STATE PROPOSITIONS

Prop 14: 
Authorizes $5.5 billion state bonds for stem cell/medical research; new 
research facility construction; administrative costs. Dedicates $1.5 billion 
to brain-related diseases.

Prop 15: 
Increases property taxes on commercial properties worth more than 
$3 million to increase funding for public schools, community colleges, 
and local government services.

Prop. 16:
 Repeals constitutional provision prohibiting consideration of  race, sex, 
color, ethnicity, or national origin in public employment, education, and 
contracting decisions.

Prop. 17:
Restores the right to vote to those who have completed their  
prison sentences.

Prop. 18:
Amends the California constitution to allow 17-year-olds to vote in 
primary and special elections if  they turn 18 by the next general election.

Prop. 19:
Allows homeowners over 55, disabled, or wildfire/disaster victims to 
transfer primary residence’s tax base to replacement residence; changes 
the taxation of  family-property transfers; establishes fire protection 
service fund.

Prop. 20: 
Limits access to parole programs established for non-violent offenders 

– restricts access for certain non-violent offenses and authorizes felony 
sentencing for certain offenses currently considered misdemeanors.

Prop. 21: 
Allows the government to enact rent control on residential property 
over 15 years old.

Prop. 22: 
Exempts app-based transportation and delivery companies from 
providing employee benefits to certain drivers, who are classified as 

“independent contractors”.

Prop. 23: 
Establishes state requirements for kidney dialysis clinics to always have 
a medical professional on-site; prohibits clinics from reducing services 
without state approval; prohibits clinics from refusing services based on 
patient payment source.

Prop. 24: 
Amends consumer privacy laws to allow consumers to prevent busi-
nesses from sharing personal information, correct inaccurate personal 
information, and limit businesses’ use of  sensitive personal information; 
establishes the California Privacy Protection Agency.

Prop. 25: 
Referendum on the law that replaced cash bail with a system based on 
public safety and flight risk.
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City Hall, located in the Civic Center neighborhood, is one of the 
strongest local symbols of government of the City and County 
of San Francisco appears empty as of April 2020. April 20, 2020. 
Photo by Matheus Maynard/The Guardsman.
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By Eleni Balakrishnan 
ebalakri@mail.ccsf.edu 

In addition to the choices on 
their ballots, San Francisco voters 
have many new options and some 
new restrictions to consider when 
they vote in this year’s election. 

San Francisco’s Department 
of  Elections hopes to make the 
process as easy as possible for 
voters, especially with ever-present 
COVID-19 concerns. Registered 
voters of  San Francisco are receiv-
ing ballot packets in the mail, which 
can be returned through the postal 
service or at various in-person  
drop-off locations.

“The vast majority of  voters 
will not need to take any action to 
receive a ballot in the Nov. 3 elec-
tion and any registered voter may 
vote using a vote-by-mail ballot 
instead of  going to the polls on 
Election Day,” said Director John 
Arntz in a press release. 

The ballot itself  includes state 
and local propositions, and officials 
will be elected from the local to the 
presidential level. 

Voter registration closed on 
Oct. 19, but voters can cast a 
provisional ballot on Election Day. 
Non-citizen residents of  the city 
may also register to vote in the San 
Francisco School Board elections 
this year, due to the passage of  
Prop N in 2016. 

Those who wish to mail their 
ballots do not need to pay for 
postage; they simply place their 
completed ballot card in the return 
envelope included in their packet, 
sign the envelope, and drop the 
envelope at any United States 
Postal Service box or location. 

Ballots must be postmarked 
before or on Nov. 3. 

Voters can also bring their 
completed ballots in-person to 
the city’s designated outdoor 
voting center or one of  11 ballot  
drop-off sites. 

The city’s main voting center 
opened Oct. 5 in front of  Bill 
Graham Civic Auditorium at 99 
Grove Street, and will be open 
Monday through Friday at 8 am 
to 5 pm, with shortened hours 
on weekends. Voters can vote 
at a ballot booth, drop off their 
completed ballot, or request  
curbside voting. 

On Oct. 31, each of  the 
11 supervisorial districts will 
open its own ballot drop-off site, 
according to the Department of   
Elections website. 

Guide on 
How to Vote 
Safely during 
COVID-19, 
Explained

How to Vote continues  
on page 10
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OUR 2020 BOARD OF TRUSTEE CANDIDATES

BIO

WHY  
THEY 
WANT 

TO BE A 
TRUSTEE

FIRST 
PRIORITY 
GOAL AS A 
TRUSTEE

I am — first and foremost  
— a CCSF student and I am 
passionate about making 
sure the College stays vi-
able and affordable for all. 
I have the experience and 
background to turn the 
College around: I have 15 
years experience in public 
policy and financial ser-
vices as senior counsel to 
two United States Sena-
tors and as a tech attorney.. 
I am a lifelong learn-
er, and am passionate 
about ensuring that qual-
ity education is free and  
accessible to all.

The fact that CCSF is again  
on the brink of failure and 
at risk of losing its ac-
creditation is shameful. 
CCSF leadership needs a 
complete overhaul to en-
sure the college survives 
the pandemic. Whether 
in English or Vietnamese, 
my parents gave me the 
same message: education 
is key to success.  As lead 
advisor on student loans 
and consumer protection 
in the Senate — and after 
my own loans from law 
school — I know how dif-
ficult it is to get that edu-
cation. 

I am running to ensure that 
working and immigrant 
families have access to the 
opportunity and hope CCSF 
provides. I was born and 
raised in San Francisco and 
my entire family attended 
City College. After my father 
immigrated to San Fran-
cisco, he was laid off. While 
my father attended City Col-
lege to learn English, he also 
enrolled in the College's 
culinary program, which al-
lowed him to become a Lo-
cal 2 union hotel cook and 
sole provider for my family 
for two decades.

Job training and economic 
recovery is the top issue 
for me. When COVID-19 
hit San Francisco in March, 
my dad was laid off from 
his job as a hotel cook 
along with thousands of 
service sector employees 
in San Francisco. City Col-
lege now has a special role 
to play to ensure that San 
Franciscans can get job 
training, find employment, 
and recover economically. 

A top to bottom review of 
the budget on both the 
revenue and expenditure 
side to develop a plan to 
get City College back on 
track — including review-
ing consultant, marketing, 
and attorney expenses 
and existing contractual 
obligations.

No response provided I was born in Lanzhou, 
Gansu, China and im-
migrated to the United 
States when I was 6 years 
old. I grew up in Connecti-
cut with my parents and 
two grandparents, and 
went through the public 
school system. I studied at 
McGill University in Mon-
treal, Canada, where and 
graduated with a degree in  
Political Science. 

I’ve dedicated my entire 
adult life to working with 
Chinese children and fami-
lies and working to bridge 
the gap between Black, 
Brown, and API communi-
ties. I can tell you as some-
one who has spent their life 
organizing Chinese families 
that City College is hugely 
important to our communi-
ty and to all immigrant and 
working-class families. 

Increasing enrollment. We 
can’t have a school if we 
don’t have students - CCSF 
enrollment has dropped 
dramatically from and with 
the new funding formula 
from the state, there is an 
even greater need to in-
crease enrollment and keep 
students on track in the 
classroom. I would also like 
to see CCSF improve its ef-
forts to increase dual enroll-
ment with San Francisco-
area high schools.

JEANETTE 
QUICK

HAN 
 ZOU

TOM 
 TEMPRANO

ALIYA  
CHISTI

GERAMYE 
TEETER

ALAN 
 WONG

MARIE 
HURABIELL

VICTOR 
OLIVIERI

ANITA  
MARTINEZ

By Colton Webster
Collaborator to The Guardsman

With four seats avail-
able, on the Nov. 3, 2020, 
ballot, San Francisco voters 
will have an opportunity 
to elect members of  CCSF 
Board of  Trustees. The 
Guardsman reached out 
to each of  the candidates 
running for comments.  

Here are the responses 
of  candidates for the City 
College Board of  Trustees:

I was born and raised in 
San Francisco and learned 
early-on the transformative 
nature of education. I have 
over a decade of experi-
ence as an educator, work-
ing in schools, or on poli-
cies that impact schools. 
While pursuing my MA in 
Education Policy, I served 
as a student senator and 
developed a pro-diversity 
admissions policy. Current-
ly, I oversee the Free City 
College Program at the De-
partment of Children Youth 
and Their Families and led 
the successful execution of 
the ten-year MOU for the 
Free City Program.

I’m an immigrant and 
first-generation college 
graduate who struggled 
through the public school 
system and ESL classes, 
and went on to become an 
EMT through my commu-
nity college. Since then, I 
have become a decorated 
US Army Officer, earned 
a PhD in political science, 
served as a senior univer-
sity administrator, and 
directed workforce devel-
opment. I will always be a 
teacher at heart - I’m cur-
rently a professor of politi-
cal science.

Tom Temprano is the Vice-
President of the City Col-
lege Board of Trustees, a 
legislative aide to San 
Francisco Supervisor Ra-
fael Mandelman, a small 
business owner and a for-
mer president of the Har-
vey Milk LGBTQ Demo-
cratic Club.

During my time on the 
Board we have had a 
number of successes in-
cluding securing full fund-
ing for the Free City pro-
gram for the next decade, 
negotiating contracts that 
raised faculty and classi-
fied staff salaries, having 
our accreditation reaf-
firmed for 7 years, pass-
ing an $845 million bond 
and crafting the WERF to 
provide stable funding to 
retain important classes 
for the College and the 
community. Despite these 
successes, City College 
still faces many challeng-
es that have been made 
worse by the pandemic.

My top priority if re-elect-
ed will be to fight for ad-
ditional funding to offset 
the cuts we’ve received 
from the State. I have 
been working with Col-
lege stakeholders to cre-
ate the WERF to provide 
stable funding to City Col-
lege and want to make 
sure it is passed.  Over the 
last year I worked with 
students and staff to cre-
ate the College’s Gender 
Inclusion Policy to protect 
trans and gender non-
conforming people on 
campus and, as a gay man, 
I want to be sure I’m here 
to see it fully enacted so 
that we can put an end to 
the harassment of queer 
people at City College.

The current Board of Trust-
ees has failed our commu-
nity with year-after-year of 
poor fiscal management, 
the politization of the Board, 
and the privatization of our 
college. I know how to solve 
the problems we are facing 
because that’s what I have 
done, professionally, for 
nearly 20 years. I also un-
derstand what our students 
are going through, because I 
was one of them.

 My first priority in imple-
menting my 10-point fiscal 
plan is to enact the sale and 
leaseback of one of our cen-
ters to bring in between $50-
$100M while still maintain-
ing full teaching capacity at 
the center for up to 99 years. 
This is the only plausible 
way that City College can 
avoid the massive class and 
faculty cuts that will be en-
acted by the current Board. 

My family roots are in New 
Mexico where my father was 
adopted as a young baby by 
a Hispanic family but never 
forgot his indigenous roots 
(Comanche and Navajo); We 
were poor in money but rich 
in love. I grew up in Nebras-
ka until we moved to Califor-
nia gaining access to a free 
community college educa-
tion. I transferred to SF State 
and was immersed in dis-
cussions about systemic rac-
ism; it also resulted in my 40-
year higher education career 
devoted to improving access 
and success in higher educa-
tion, especially for Black and 
Brown students. I worked at 
City College for 28 years.

Geramye Teeter is an energy 
efficiency project mana-ger, 
community organizer, envi-
ronmental activist, and an  
active member in the Bay-
view neighborhood. His 
passion is "borne out of my 
own life experience. Hav-
ing grown up in marginal-
ized communities, my op-
portunities were limited so 
I pursued college to create 
a successful path forward.” 
As a Black man who's 
been counted out before, 
he believes education is a 
human right. To Teeter, ad-
vancing Free City allows 
our most vulnerable stu-
dents a chance to make a 
difference in their lives.

Teeter is seeking a CCSF 
Board seat because "now, 
more than ever, City Col-
lege leaders must be laser-
focused on providing trans-
parency on Board matters, 
accountability, and main-
taining access to CCSF for 
students that are displaced 
by COVID-19". With ‘Stu-
dents First’ as his guiding 
principle, he will appoint a 
community-oriented Chan-
cellor with an economic 
vision that achieves finan-
cial stability, sustains ac-
creditation, and enhances 
Academic and Workforce 
Development. 

Marie Hurabiell has 22 
years of service on aca-
demic, community and 
cultural boards, includ-
ing Georgetown Univer-
sity and The Presidio Trust, 
she’s an attorney, small 
business owner, entrepre-
neur and a loving mom. 
Marie received her BA from 
Georgetown and JD from 
University of Pennsylvania.  
She is the only candidate 
to have declined all con-
sideration of endorsement 
by CCSF stakeholders in 
order to maintain com-
plete independence should  
she be elected.

I care deeply about educa-
tion and was heartbroken to 
discover that CCSF is on the 
verge of financial collapse. 
CCSF is a vital educational 
institution and economic 
engine in our community, 
serving a rich cross-section 
of students who depend 
on a financially accessible 
community college. My ex-
perience as a Georgetown 
Regent, and as a Trustee of 
numerous non-profit and 
corporate Boards, provides 
me with a valuable per-
spective as well as an un-
derstanding of the massive 
complexity of running an in-
stitution of higher education.

 Balancing the budget and 
placing CCSF on solid finan-
cial footing will help ensure 
its future stability. This is, 
by far, the most important 
task for the board over the 
next two years. In addition: 
1. Hire a permanent Chancel-
lor.  CCSF has been without 
a permanent Chancellor for 
too long, limiting its ability 
to engage in long term plan-
ning and getting CCSF back 
on solid footing, and 2. Open 
communication between 
Board and Students and 
Teachers and build a culture 
of trust.

I am running for the CCSF 
Board of Trustees to ensure 
our college continues to 
provide increased oppor-
tunities for our community, 
particularly for historically 
underrepresented student 
populations. If elected, my 
first goal will be to have 
a permanent emergency 
grant program because 
we need to take greater 
steps towards addressing 
total cost of attendance 
for students.

I want to share my working 
knowledge and experience 
of both community college 
governance and of City Col-
lege to inform Board deci-
sions.

If elected, my first goal will 
be to have a permanent 
emergency grant program 
because we need to take 
greater steps towards ad-
dressing total cost of at-
tendance, particularly for 
our low-income and stu-
dents of color. Research 
indicates that emergency 
grant programs can help 
students remain enrolled 
in college and during this 
especially difficult time, 
this emergency grant pro-
gram can support our stu-
dents in achieving their 
academic dreams. 

 My first priority goal is 
long-term budget reform 
to balance the budget after 
three years of overspend-
ing under the last chancel-
lor's administration and a 
large deficit while seeking 
to minimize cuts to instruc-
tion because CCSF's future 
depends on both.

Editor’s Note: 
The original responses were trimmed down for 
the sole purpose of  attempting to give an equal 
amount of  words to each candidate. The full 
submissions can be read at theguardsman.com
Dominic Ashe and Shanel Williams did not submit 
any responses.

No response provided.
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 Ruth Bader Ginsburg Remembered at City College 

By Matheus Maynard
mmaynar7@mail.ccsf.edu

It’s almost election time, and many 
argue that it’s one of  the most important 
elections of  our lifetime. The United States 
has one of  the most unique electoral systems 
in the world for electing a president, and 
many Americans don’t really understand  
how it works. 

THE ORIGINS
The presidential election in the United 

States has followed an indirect election 
format since the establishment of  this insti-
tution at the Constitutional Convention in 
1787. Unlike most republics, the president 
of  the United States is not directly elected 
by the people. The president is actually  
elected by the electoral college.

Many argue that the Founding Fathers 
chose an indirect system because it would 
protect the voting power of  states with 
small populations and rural areas. From 
this perspective, candidates wouldn't only 
focus on big cities to rally their campaigns. 
Others argue that the Founding Fathers were 
concerned that the average citizen living 
far away from the central government and 
in rural areas would not vote intelligently, 
and this would hurt the interest of  the  
nation as a whole. 

HOW IT WORKS
The electoral college is a temporary 

voting body that represents all the states 
and the District of  Columbia (D.C.). This 
year, there will be a total of  538 delegates 
from all 50 states and D.C. However, this is 
not divided equally among the states; it is 
based on the number of  congress members, 
and most of  this number based on each  
state’s population. 

The number of  delegates per state is 
based on the number of  members in the 
House of  Representatives and the two sena-
tors. For example, California has a total of  
55 delegates, which this number is based on 
53 congressional districts plus two senators. 

Alaska is the biggest state by area in the 
country, but it only gets three votes in the 
electoral college (one congressional district 
plus two senators) while California has the 
largest population thus receiving the largest 
number of  electoral votes. Even though D.C. 

is not a state, it receives three 
votes on that total count.

For most states, the dele-
gates are pledged to cast their 
vote for whoever wins the 
popular vote in their state.

The magic number for 
a presidential candidate is 
270. If  they have at least 270 
electoral votes, they win the 
election or win the majority 
of  the votes.

THE WINNER TAKES ALL
How does the elec-

toral college members cast 
their votes? Based on what 
numbers? This is where it gets 
controversial. The electoral 
college follows a rule of  the 
winner takes all. Let’s exem-
plify with a fictional scenario:  
if  a state has 10 electoral votes 
and a 10 million population, 
and during an election, six 
million people vote for candi-
date A, and the other four 
votes for candidate B, all 10 
votes of  that state will go to 
candidate A. 

Nebraska and Maine are 
the only states who are exempted from this rule, 
as they allow the electoral delegates to cast 
their votes separately instead of  in unity with  
the other delegates. 

LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE BUT 
WINNING THE ELECTION?

Regardless of  the reasoning, this system 
is still in place and is often the target of  
criticism and as to whether it’s truly fair. 
Many Americans do not understand how 
it works, and this is a very important char-
acteristic of  the election in general. This 
system has allowed five presidential candi-
dates to win the election while losing in the 
popular vote: John Quincy Adams (1824), 
Rutherford B. Hayes (1876) Benjamin 
Harrison (1888) George W. Bush (2000), and  
Donald Trump (2016).

SAFE VS. SWING STATES
In American politics, the concept of  safe 

and swing states can help predict some of  

the results and will allow the candidates to 
focus on states that always vote differently 
each election, 

States like California, New York, and 
Illinois are safe states for the Democratic 
Party nominee while states like Alabama, 
Texas, and Utah are safe states for the 
Republican Party nominee.

Swing states are states that candidates 
focus their political battleground on. In 
2020, the swing states are Arizona, Florida, 
Michigan, Georgia, North Carolina, 
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin, and some 
experts are considering Iowa, Minnesota, 
New Hampshire, Ohio, and Texas to be 
battleground states for the 2020 election 
even though they do not have the history 
of  being a swing state. 

ONLY DEMOCRATS AND REPUBLICANS?
Even though this article has only 

mentioned two candidates from the two 
main parties, the United States allows the 
existence of  third-party or independent 

candidates. Californians for example will 
see the rapper Kanye West on their ballots 
for the presidential election this year.

Third-party and independent candi-
dates are most likely not going to get elected 
under the current system, but their existence 
on the ballot can influence the elections. In 
2016, for example, President Trump won 
the election in Michigan by only a few thou-
sand votes, and many Democrats blamed the 
voters who voted for Jill Stein and other third 
party and independent candidates. 

WHAT ABOUT 2020? 
Regardless of  rules, systems, and theo-

ries, every U.S. citizen has the right to vote 
for whoever they want in the upcoming 
election. 

If  it’s Joe Biden, Donald Trump, or even 
Kanye West who will sit in the Oval Office 
for the next four years, it’s on the hands of  
the American people to decide. 

The Electoral College:  
Understand How Presidents Get ElectedBy Starr Wilson

swilson3@mail.ccsf.edu 

Her Honor, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, the Supreme 
Court’s second female justice and first Jewish female 
justice of  the United States from 1993 until her death, 
is remembered at City College for promoting equal 
rights.

At 87 years old, she “was making plans to live” said 
Sanford Greenburg.  She died due to complications of  
pancreatic cancer on Rosh Hashanah, the Jewish New 
Year.  She was born March 15, 1933, in Brooklyn, New 
York, and died September 18, 2020, in Washington, D.C.  

She had two children, Jane C. Ginsburg, and 
James Steven Ginsburg.  She was married to Martin 
D. Ginsburg from 1954 to 2010, who died from cancer.  
She was nominated by President Bill Clinton and was 
viewed as a moderate judge who was a consensus 
builder at the time of  her nomination.

As a judge, Ginsburg was vocal in favor of  gender 
equality, the rights of  workers, and the separation of  
church and state. She said during an interview for CNN, 

“One lives not for oneself  but for one’s community.” 
Ginsburg also stated, “Fight for the things that 

you care about, but do it in a way that will lead  
others to join you.”

Women’s and Gender Studies Department and 
Project SURVIVE Coordinator Adele Failes-Carpenter, 
said, “Project SURVIVE seeks to end all forms of  
power abuse and Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s promotion 
of  equal rights for women has done an enormous 
amount of  work to dismantle the conditions that 
allow gender-based violence to go unchecked. 
She helped to curb employment discrim-
ination based on gender and 

Illustration by Burcu Ozdemir/The Guardsman. Instagram: @Ozdemrbrcu

pregnancy, to extend women the 
rights to open bank accounts and 
lines of  credit, and to protect the 
right to an abortion.” 

Politico Magazine com-
mented, “It goes back to the 
years as head of  the ACLU 
Women’s Rights Project, when, 
starting in 1971, she pivoted 
the entire structure of  the 
Fourteenth Amendment to cover 
equal rights for women. Her 
first case, Reed v. Reed, came a 
mere 10 years after the Supreme 
Court had ruled explicitly that 
equality was, essentially, ‘No 
Girls Allowed’  working in the 
footsteps of  Thurgood Marshall, 
she slowly and methodically 

pulled the Constitution toward 
a larger circle of  equality.” 

Failes-Carpenter added, “The 
best way we can stand by the 
legacy of  Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
is to ensure…that there is a 
movement from below to protect 
reproductive rights, voting rights, 
and end abuses of  power.  If  we 
believe in and build our own 
power from below to counter 
abuses of  power from above, 
we will be honoring Ruth Bader 
Ginsburg’s legacy. And by build-
ing up our collective power, we 
ensure that no single person 
is saddled with the weight of  

defending our democratic future.”
Politico Magazine said, 

“Justice Ginsburg knew that 
democracy may be the best form 
of  government, but recognized 
that our democracy comes with 
two serious weaknesses: one, a 
serious risk that majorities will 
disregard the rights and interests 
of  members of  communities they 
regard as the “other,” and; two, 
that majorities will manipulate 
the electoral process in order 
to ensure that they will retain 
control of  the legislative process.”

By Alexa Bautista
Email: abauti34@mail.ccsf.edu

It is currently election season and there are so many people and propositions on 
the ballot. However, where would someone turn to for more information? There are 
many commercials on television that advertise several candidates and propositions 
on general information, but should voters really listen to these?

It is very important for voters to do outside research to prepare for this election 
in order for the candidates that deserve the position and the propositions that should 
be enacted. Now, which sources should voters read?

The first step to know which source to read is to find out which sources are 
credible. Many voters turn to social media such as Twitter to see what many of  the 
candidates advocate for. Trump is notoriously known for using Twitter to reach out 
to his supporters and make his opinions known. Although Twitter does reveal the 
true emotions of  the candidates, there are different media sources that have their 
own biases such as CNN.

Karyn Beyer, Broadcast Electronic Media Arts Department professor, states 
that curating your social media is important to receive the content a user should see.

“Curate your social media feeds.  That means not liking every Facebook page 
you see, and going into your account to unlike some of  them.  Adjust who and what 
gets to show up in your timeline.” Beyer said, “Review who you follow on Twitter 
and Instagram.  Make sure the content you are getting is content you want, not 
just random stuff that interested you a few years ago but doesn’t serve to inform 
you of  things now.”

One important source to search is the provided voter guide by the California 
Secretary of  State. This site gives a brief  overview of  the different proposi-
tions that are on the California ballot as well as the positive and negative sides  
to each proposition. 

For instance, Proposition 14 states that this proposition, “Authorizes 
$5.5 billion state bonds for: stem cell and other medical research, includ-
ing training; research facility construction; administrative costs. Dedicates 
$1.5 billion to brain-related diseases. Appropriates General Fund money 
for repayment. Expands related programs. Fiscal Impact: Increased state 
costs to repay bonds estimated at about $260 million per year over the 
next roughly 30 years.” Under this summary, this site offers pros and 
cons as well as different organizations and people to contact for more 
information on this proposition. 

Another way to do research for this election is to go to a candidate’s 
website as a starting point. Many of  the candidates such as presidential 
candidates Joe Biden and Donald Trump provide general information 
about their campaign, their visions, and volunteer opportunities to help 
with their campaign. However, further background information should 
be added beyond their website.

 Richard Baum, City College Political Science professor, states that 
voters should do their own research from sources that are credible, and 
sources that a person is familiar with such as elections commissions. 

“A very useful source of  information is the Official Voter Information 
Guide.  It provides a short summary of  each proposition explaining what 
happens if  it passes as well as the pro and con arguments. Elsewhere, 
there is a detailed supposedly neutral analysis of  the proposition with 
arguments made by those who are proponents and opponents.”

Lastly, it’s important to do research because it can negatively or posi-
tively affect several different communities and the overall state. Voters 
should be aware of  what they morally think should be done and also 
consider the consequences.

Do this 
Before 

You Vote

Illustration by Manon Cadenaule/ 
The Guardsman. Instagram: @Cadenaulem

Illustration by Burcu Ozdemir/The Guardsman. Instagram: @Ozdemrbrcu

Do This continued from page 6

Do This continues on page 7
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By Andy Damián- Correa
acorrea@theguardsman.com

In the upcoming Nov 3. elec-
tion, LatinX voters are slated 
to be the second-largest voting 
block.  For the first time in elec-
tion history, LatinX voters will have 
a large influence in determining 
the outcome of  the election and 
thus the country’s future. That is 
if  Latino turnout is strong.

According to Voto Latino, over 
three million young Latinos have 
turned 18 since 2014. 60 percent of  
LatinX are 34 years old or younger. 
In the 2018 midterm election, over 
2 million voted.   There is not a way 

to get to the White House without 
the support of  LatinX voters. They 
are the largest minority group to 
ever participate in a U.S. election. 

 As a group, LatinX voters 
are more likely to vote for the 
Democratic candidate because 
they do not want to support a  
racist president.

LatinX voters who have the 
right to vote must do so for the 11 
million undocumented immigrants 
whose voices cannot be heard.

One of  the most important 
issues for our community has 
been left out: immigration. Neither 
candidate has made a clear stance 
for the LatinX community.

This is our time to fight for our 
rights in this democracy. We need 
to have more LatinX in Congress. 
We are fighting for our rights now 
more than ever.

LatinX voters have to go to 
the polls and vote because only 
then will they be able to show the 
country their vast political power.  
As a gay LatinX immigrant with 
permanent residency, I will not 
be able to vote in the elections. 
However, I will do my part as a 
volunteer at election polls.

Today the message is clear, the 
current president in the White 
House is racist and does not care 
about the LatinX community, 

but the LatinX does care for this 
nation.  Amid the COVID-19 
pandemic, our community has 
suffered the hardest blows in job 
security and housing. This election 
means more than any other elec-
tion has in our lifetime.  LatinX 
brothers and sisters must go to the 
polls on Nov. 3. 

Do not forget about the chil-
dren and families separated at the 
border without a voice, the LatinX 
folks who are dying on the frontline 
during the COVID-19 pandemic, 
and the Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals (DACA) 
students who are looking for their 
future in the United States. Never 

forget the collection of  lies that has 
been spewed by the current presi-
dent of  the United States.  If  the 
LatinX community does not vote, 
it will be others who will decide 
what is best for their community.

There are ways to vote safely 
during the current global health 
crisis. If  you plan to vote by mail, 
make sure you turn in your ballot 
on time or vote early in-person at 
your local polling place or City 
Hall. All of  these are trustworthy 
methods to get your vote counted. 
Make yourself  heard.

The LatinX Vote Could be Decisive 
for 2020 Presidential Election

All Talk,  
No Solution. Will 
the Next Presidential 
Nominee Finally 
Give Us An Answer?  

There are minimal lines for early voting. San Francisco, CA. Oct. 23, 
2020. Photo by Melvin Wong/The Guardsman.

My Experience As a Census Worker
By Timothy Hill
uilleanner@gmail.com

As I checked my census bag for what seemed like the 
tenth time before boarding the 38-Geary bus, a mix of  
excitement and frustration my mind was.

For most of  this year, I had waited to get my confir-
mation training date for a position I applied for back in 
January. March 24 it’ll be, they told me. Then April 1. Then 
sometime after June 18, we promise you. As the days of  
COVID-19 pandemic lockdown melted into one endless 
day, I felt that my first day at this position might never 
come to pass. 

Once it finally happened, my census work was primarily 
in Outer Richmond, since that was my old neighborhood 
and where I had lived when signing up for the job. I also 
worked in the Marina, Presidio, Cow Hollow, and Pacific 
Heights districts. Although the latter four districts are gener-
ally comprised of  some of  the wealthiest and educated 
people in the city (perhaps the country), I still experienced 
a fair amount of  suspicion and hostility when I came to 
enumerate them.

In Pacific Heights, much of  this occurred in enormous 
apartment buildings where I only had to talk to one or two 
residents. It seemed like the only person they had ever let 
in was a postal worker. So many people thought that I had 
just printed my government-issued census ID myself, or 
that I was part of  a private firm out to steal information. 

It was almost as if  these people never had heard of  a 
census, had no idea what it does or what it means, or that 
it’s been 10 years since the last one. 

I would attribute the majority of  this suspicious, irratio-
nal, and fearful behavior to the machinations of  the Trump 
administration and his hell-bent attempts to confuse and 
sow doubt about the census so that mass swaths of  our 
nation’s population go uncounted. The point person for this 
is Secretary of  Commerce Wilbur Ross, as the US Census 
has been considered an appendage of  the Department of  
Commerce since 1913, according to the US Census website. 

Perhaps it isn’t at all surprising that the 2020 census 
was nothing short of  a disaster, to use a favorite word of  
Trump himself. 

From the sheer lack of  communication between census 
field managers and enumerators to the constant changes 
in personnel to having to wake up each day with barely 
enough work for a full eight hours, working the census 
under the Trump administration was enough to make my 
blood boil each day. 

It was all I could do to not hear his voice and see his 
face in my mind, knowing his fragile ego and evil racism 
were the sole drivers of  this horribly managed affair. I got 
a real taste of  this when I was sent to the Reno, NV area 
for a week, and spent a lot of  that time enumerating out in 
the rural Nevada desert in 100-degree heat. The scenery 
was breathtakingly beautiful, but it was a terrible occasion 
to be there in it. 

By Tyler Breisacher
Collaborator to The Guardsman

By now you’ve probably heard the 
promises of  Prop 22: a guaranteed wage, 
a promise of  flexibility, and other benefits 
for “gig workers” such as Uber drivers or 
Postmates couriers. In fact, the proposi-
tion would lower wages, reduce flexibility, 
and prevent workers from receiving other 
benefits. Gig companies have spent over 
$180 million to mislead voters, making 
it the most expensive ballot measure 
campaign in California history. 

When I started at City College last 
year, it was the first time I was without a 
job in almost ten years. I knew that school-
work would take up most of  my time but 
I wanted to earn some money as well.  
I didn’t have a car or a bicycle, so when  
I discovered that Postmates allowed  
couriers to deliver on foot, I thought I 
would give it a try.

The promise of  flexibility was entic-
ing. I would be able to put classes and 
homework first, and just work when I 
had some downtime. But I quickly found 
that the work wasn’t nearly as flexible as 
it seemed, and had many other down-
sides, as well. It’s common to make even 
less than minimum wage, and there are 
no legal protections in case of  injury or 
sickness. 

The flexibility is, admittedly, quite 
nice. Once I signed up, I could go online 
anytime I wanted to, without schedul-
ing a shift in advance. However, workers 
are only paid for their deliveries or rides, 
not for time spent in-between “gigs,” so 
they risk making almost no wages at all by 
going online when it’s not busy. Overall, 
a UC Berkeley study found that about 
a third of  gig workers’ time is spent in 
between gigs. In other words, they have 

the flexibility to “work” whenever we 
want, so long as they don’t mind that a 
third of  their time is paid at $0.00 per 
hour.

The other element of  so-called “flex-
ibility” is the right to reject orders — but 
doing so is a gamble. After rejecting an 
order (generally because the pay is insult-
ingly low), another one might not come 
along for quite a while, putting the worker 
back in that $0.00 per hour mode. Prop 
22 promises “120% of  minimum wage” 
but since that only includes “engaged 
time,” and allows companies to under-
pay for expenses like gasoline, that still 
leaves the overall pay rate well below 
minimum wage. 

If  this weren’t bad enough, Prop 22 
actually allows companies to make the 
work less flexible. A detailed analysis from 
the Pay Up campaign notes that if  the 
proposition passes, companies will not be 
able to “unilaterally” schedule shifts, but 
they could force workers to choose from a 
limited number of  shifts. They would not 
be able to deactivate workers for rejecting 
any specific job, but they could deactivate 
anyone whose acceptance rate is too low.

And when workers are deactivated, 
they are ineligible for unemployment 
insurance and would remain so under 
Prop 22. It’s one of  many workers’ rights 
that companies will continue to deny if  
this proposition passes, including sick 
leave, worker’s compensation, and over-
time pay.

Simply put, companies like Uber 
and Doordash would rather spend $180 
million trying to buy their own law 
than provide the basic labor rights and 
protections that every other employer is 
required to provide. 

Stand with essential workers and vote 
No on Prop 22.

Stand with 
Essential Workers, 
not Corporations:
No on 22

Dear CCSF students 
and community, 
Four of  seven seats on CCSF’s Board of  Trustees are up for election. Trustees are elected 
to approve the school’s budget, the budget then affects which affects which teachers can 
teach and what classes are offered. CCSF is at risk of  losing accreditation again, and 
we believe that Anita Martinez is the best candidate for Board Trustee to prevent that.
The upcoming US election threatens our community values — racial justice, food secu-
rity, LGBTQ rights, and immigrant rights. We cannot afford to gamble with the future 
of  our public education. CCSF trustees have a direct impact on students' lives. Ask the 
African American Studies Department students who still do not have their elected chair 
in a full-time position, Fort Mason students who lost their entire campus, Southeast 
Campus students who did not have any classes, immigrant non-credit ESL students 
who experienced daunting registration issues and who suffered from deep cuts to their 
department. Ask all students who are waiting for the College to post an official statement 
from CCSF in support of  Black Lives Matter.
CCSF students hosted an online Candidate Forum on September 23. This was the first and 
only event where candidates had an opportunity to address student questions directly and 
debate. It was planned in collaboration with student organizers from many backgrounds: 
Black Student Union, Disabled Students Program and Services, Interdisciplinary Studies 
Department, CCSF Facilities Committee student representative, CCSF Phillipine US 
Solidarity Organization (PUSO), CCSF4All, John Adams Associated Students Council, 
CCSF Collective, African American Studies Department Ambassador and Vick Chung 
(CCSF Student Trustee).

View the video here: https://tinyurl.com/viewccsfforum

CCSF’s future depends on every vote cast in the next week. We need your help to elect 
candidates that will show up for students and teachers, so it’s important to tell you who 
actually showed up:

Thank you to the candidates who gave us their time and ideas for CCSF:
Anita Martinez ·   Geramye Teeter ·   Aliyah Chisti ·  
Jeanette Quick ·   Victor Olivieri

These candidates apologized, but could not attend due to prior commitments:  
Shanell Williams (incumbent)

Shame on these candidates — who did not respond or show up:
Tom Temprano (incumbent) ·   Han Zou ·   Alan Wong 

CCSF Collective endorses Anita Martinez because of  her CCSF background: she was 
an ESL teacher and faculty member, a union organizer and president, and has financial 
leadership experience at two other Bay Area community colleges. Anita is for a Green, 
more diverse CCSF with strong student services. You can learn more about her campaign 
by visiting AnitaMartinezForCollegeBoard.com. 
Anita is also endorsed by Student Trustee Vick Chung, Student Chancellor Angelica 
Campos, CCSF 4 All, John Adams Associated Student Council, Interdisciplinary Studies 
Department, AFT 2121 (our teachers union), CCSF alums Jimmie Fails & Joe Talbot 
(The Last Black Man in San Francisco), SF District Attorney Chesa Boudin, CA State 
Senate candidate Jackie Fielder and more.
We are disappointed and do not support the incumbents (Shanell Williams and Tom 
Temprano) because of  their harmful voting record:
Gave disgraced Chancellor Mark Rocha $340,000 settlement money for leaving the 
College in disarray. 
They voted to close the Fort Mason campus. 
They allowed the gutting of  the Older Adult program at CCSF. 
They stood by while the non- credit ESL program suffered egregious cuts. 
They hired expensive consultants and neglected financial governance/transparency by 
not hiring a budget analyst/Chief  Financial Officer for the entire 2019-2020 school year.
The current board and candidates seeking re-election must be held accountable for their 
performance and decisions. We want commitments to ongoing advocacy efforts. The 
board must address the failing administration and demands of  the Black Student Union 
and Affirmative Action Task Force.
Trustees must be present, respond, and act.
We are tired of  aspiring politicians using CCSF as a stepping stone further into SF 
government. We want trustees who will show up for us. Now and in the future.
Anita Martinez can do this because she’s coming out of  retirement to serve students, 
teachers, and the education system. Her motives are pure and she is the only candidate 
qualified by a lifetime of  educating. Please vote for Anita Martinez for City College Board.

In solidarity,

Jess Nguyen
Eira Kien
CCSF Collective
www.ccsfcollective.org

By Erin Duncan
Collaborator to The Guardsman 

As humanity is plagued by a global pandemic, the United States is facing a 
critical event: the presidential election. 

We’re in a new era of  divisiveness and turmoil, with ongoing debates about 
health care, as well as social, economic, and environmental issues. Both candidates, 
Donald Trump and Joe Biden, are attempting to win over the American people, 
but with elusive answers to critical issues, taking advantage of  our limited options 
within a two-party system. 

The first debate was a botched attempt by both parties at conveying clear 
messages and decisive viewpoints. With President Trump arguing red-cheeked to 
the bitter end and former Vice President Joe Biden circumventing solid answers, 
the future of  politics appears bleak.

Voters drop in their ballots by hand. San Francisco, CA. Oct. 23, 2020. Photo by Melvin Wong/ 
The Guardsman.

All Talk continues on page 9

Journalist for The Guardsman, Tim Hill takes a break 
out from his road trip for a FaceTime portrait session. 
Oct. 22, 2020. Indiana. Photo by Kevin Kelleher/Special 
to The Guardsman.

EDITOR'S NOTE : 

The political views and opinions of  CCSF Collective does not pertain  
to that of  The Guardsman. The newspaper remains independent  

from their statements, but encourages freedom of  speech. 
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HOW TO VOTE 
BY MAIL: 
Find USPS locations @ usps.com/locator 

IN PERSON: 
OCT. 5 – NOV. 3: 
Bill Graham Civic Auditorium, 99 Grove St. 

OCT. 31 – NOV. 3: 
Find your district’s drop-off station: 

• District 1 — Anza Branch Library, 550 37th Ave.
• District 2 — Golden Gate Valley Library, 1801 Green St.
• District 3 — Portsmouth Square, Washington St at Walter U Lum Pl.
• District 4 — Ortega Branch Library, 3223 Ortega St.
• District 5 — Park Branch Library, 1833 Page St.
• District 6 — Chase Center, 1655 3rd St.
• District 7 — West Portal Branch Library, 190 Lenox Way
• District 8 — Noe Valley/Sally Brunn Branch Library, 451 Jersey St.
• District 9 — Mission Branch Library, 300 Bartlett St.
• District 10 — Bayview/Linda Brooks-Burton Library, 5075 3rd St.
• District 11 — Excelsior Branch Library, 4400 Mission St.

NOV. 3 (ELECTION DAY): 
Find a polling station @ https://sfelections.org/tools/map_poll_time/ 

Track your ballot @ wheresmyballot.sos.ca.gov 
Questions? Call the Department of  Elections at (415) 554-4375 or 
write to sfvote@sfgov.org

Citizens on their way to the ballot box after filling out their mail-in 
ballots. San Francisco, CA. Oct. 23, 2020. Photo by Melvin Wong/ 
The Guardsman.

A significant issue, possibly the most 
discussed, is the approach to tackling 
the COVID-19 pandemic. While both 
candidates want to reopen schools, 
possibly putting teachers and students 
at risk, they have differing ideals regard-
ing mask-wearing. President Trump has 
apparently taken the stance that masks 
are inconsequential to the spread of  the 
COVID-19 virus. 

In June, the Trump administra-
tion notified the United Nations that 
he would withdraw the U.S. from the 
World Health Organization. Biden, on 
the other hand, pledged to reinstate 
the U.S. government’s membership  
in the WHO.

Neither candidate appears capable 
of  accepting responsibility for his actions 
or words. Trump insists that the quick 
spread and devastation of  COVID-19 
has had nothing to do with his inac-
tion, and everything to do with China. 
Meanwhile, Biden deflects questions 
about his statement, “If  you have a 
problem figuring out if  you’re for me or 
Trump, then you ain’t black.” He instead 
prefers to discuss decriminalizing mari-
juana in order to aid black communities, 
but this response is prejudicial because 
it implies that drug use is a black issue. 

On the other hand, President 
Trump spreads racism when he hesi-
tates to condemn white supremacists, 

as he deflects scrutiny by bringing up 
the dangers of  Antifa. Biden proposed 
reforming the institution of  policing by 
incorporating social workers and psychol-
ogists into the police force. Trump was 
asked about police reform and evaded 
the question by claiming that he has 

“done more for the African American 
community than any president with the 
exception of  Abraham Lincoln.” This 
is not truly an answer to the question at 
hand, and it appears that Trump would 
not partake in police reform if  re-elected.

Trump has withdrawn troops from 
the Middle East, creating movement 
towards peace in another part of  the 
world, while simultaneously promot-
ing civil unrest in the country he is  
sworn to protect.

Moving down the list of  critical issues, 
whether environmental or economic, 
each candidate has taken a standpoint 
with little evidence to back up his points 
of  view. This situation brings up a larger 
question: why are there only two valid 
candidates up for election? If  most of  the 
United States’ population is made up of  
independent voters, then why is this two-
party system upheld? Neither candidate 
has discussed voting reform to address 
the under-representation of  the major-
ity of  Americans. This may be the most 
critical issue, as it could fundamentally 
change our political system.

On Nov. 3, Election Day, 588 neighborhood 
polling places will open across the city, where voters 
can drop off their completed ballots from 7am to 
8 pm. Both Bill Graham Civic Auditorium and 
each district’s ballot drop-off station will remain 
open as well. 

“At drop-off stations, voters deposit their voted 
ballots into sealed red ballot boxes that bear 
the official seal of  the City and County of  San 
Francisco and are monitored by Department of  
Elections personnel,” according to the Department 
of  Elections website. Elections personnel will wear 
red vests to match. 

According to the San Francisco Department 
of  Public Health’s interim guidance from Oct. 1, 

elections personnel are required to self-screen for 
COVID-19 and wear masks and other personal 
protective equipment (PPE). They also have strict 
guidelines on washing and sanitizing their hands 
throughout their shifts, as well as disinfecting voting 
supplies and high-touch surfaces. 

Voters are also required to wear masks. Face 
coverings, gloves, and hand sanitizer will be 
provided at all in-person voting locations, and 
social distancing will be enforced. 

The Department of  Elections’ press release said 
residents started receiving their ballots the week of  
Oct. 5. Meanwhile, “ballots that are personally 
returned must be delivered no later than the close 
of  polls at 8:00 p.m. on Election Day, November 3.”

How to Vote continued from page 2

All Talk continued from page 8

Illustration by Daina Medveder Koziot/The Guardsman. Instagram: @Dmkoziot

Voters can easily hand in their ballot from their car. San Francisco, CA. 
Oct. 23, 2020. Photo by Melvin Wong/The Guardsman.


