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Riordan graduates last all-boys class
SERVING RIORDAN SINCE 1949

By Steven Rissotto ’20

In the seven decades of history
at Riordan, no graduating group
of seniors has had the historical
significance that the Class of 2020
has endured.
Not only have they battled
through the COVID-19 pandemic
and graduated much more
differently than most, but they
also have the distinct honor of
being Archbishop Riordan High
School’s final all-boys class.
As announced in January, the
school will transform into a coeducational institution starting in
the fall of 2020. As San Francisco’s
oldest all-boys school, Riordan has
educated young men through faith
and formation since 1949.
After the news was released,
the senior class took extensive

Photo by Lifetouch
In June 2020, Riordan graduated its 71st and last all-boys class.

pride in calling themselves, “the
last breed,” which relates directly
to the “brotherhood” model that has
made the school special to so many
alumni in the past.
John Gill ’20 said, “Being part
of the last all-boys graduating
class just felt special knowing that
we’re the last breed continuing the
tradition.”
This isn’t the first change for this
class. For the 2017-18 school year,
the house system was introduced.
This past year, the Mayer Family
Field opened, and a new grading
system was instituted.
The Class of 2020 will remain
iconic as time rolls along, especially
as Riordan enters a new era of
educating students. Maybe they’ll
be introduced as “the last breed” at
a future Crusader reunion.

Coronavirus crisis forces 2019-2020 school year to continue online
By Steven Rissotto ’20
and Antonio Maffei ’20

As the three o’clock prayer
echoed through the halls of
Archbishop Riordan High School
on March 5, teachers began office
hours as per usual and prepared
for an Archdiocesan Educators’
Convocation the following day.
Students walked down Ocean
Avenue, high fiving their Crusader
Brothers as they thought out
plans for their three day weekend.
No one would’ve guessed that it
was their last day in school.
On the afternoon of March 6, it
was reported that the parents of
a Riordan student tested positive
for coronavirus (COVID-19). The
Riordan Administration, led by
President Dr. Andrew Currier and
Principal Tim Reardon, made the
immediate decision to cancel the
baseball and basketball activities
for that evening.
News of the cancellation came
as a shock to the team’s supporters
and the opposing team of De La
Salle High School in Concord.
During the announcement, the
Administration also announced
the closure of the school for
Monday, March 9 as deep cleaning
of the campus would be conducted,
with classes resuming on Tuesday
morning.

According to the World Health
Organization, the most common
symptoms of the coronavirus are
producing a dry cough, dealing
with nasal congestion, aches, and
pains, sore throat, or tiredness. A
fever is also a top attribute one
may develop.
The reason someone might
not know they have COVID-19
is that their symptoms are still
developing, but will soon climb
gradually. According to health
experts, the virus takes two to 14
days after contact for someone to
start feeling any signs.
Photo by Joey Klobas ’07
“With the flu, one usually
The Crusader mascot starred in an inspirational video during the SIP.
comes down with symptoms only
a few days after being exposed, medical treatment, it could be confirmed cases in San Francisco,
and once you do, you hopefully deadly. The most targeted in that with 45 deaths.
During the early morning hours
self-isolate while you try to get department are the elderly, whose
better,” said Science Department immune systems aren’t as strong of March 9, Currier and Reardon
Chair Colleen O’Rourke.
as they once were, and those with reported that a Riordan student
had tested positive for COVID-19.
“If someone thinks they have compromised medical histories.
the
announcement,
the coronavirus, they should stay
The latter include diabetics, Within
the
administration
stated that
home and self isolate first,” said those with weak immune systems,
USF nursing student Denise asthma or cancer, and people who a decision to close the school
building beyond March 9 would
Santos. “Certain individuals like smoke.
those with lower immune systems
As of mid-June, the United be made that afternoon.
At 4:00 p.m., the Riordan
or even those who smoke or vape States has roughly 2,085,769
are at a higher risk and may need cases and 878,182 have recovered. Administration, after consulting
to be admitted to the hospital so 115,644 people have lost their lives
the medical staff can watch them due to the virus. In California,
closer.”
there are 148,855 confirmed cases
Please see “COVID-19”
Although this virus carries an and 5,063 fatalities. To narrow it
on page 8
80 percent recovery rate without
down even more, there are 2,928
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Shelter-in-place does not defeat students despite isolation obstacles
This might be an unpopular
opinion, but… we don’t like the
coronavirus. Very controversial,
but it’s where we land on this.
We can all agree that the
coronavirus is a bad thing. But
how can students deal with this
crisis? What is the best way
to confront seemingly endless
social distancing, isolation, and
boredom? We believe that a
healthy mix of exercise, social
interaction, and productivity is
a good remedy to the apathy and
boredom that lingers throughout
these months of COVID-19.
When you’re up until two
every night for a week playing
video games, maybe it’s time to
reconsider your sleep schedule.
It’s very easy to get trapped in
a cycle of poor sleep habits. A
consistent routine is necessary in

order to maintain a positive
mental state. In addition to
good sleep, daily exercise helps
to alleviate some of the stresses
associated with isolation. Get
moving, go for a run, lift some
weights, do something to get your
blood pumping.
In addition to physical health,
one’s mental health can be
supported through interactions
with others. We’ve all heard
that humans are social animals.
We simply do not function at a
stable level without the support
of others. If you get that social
interaction by playing video
games online with your friends,
then do that. Just make sure you
spend at least an hour a day with
others. Don’t isolate yourself from
society. Reach out to someone you
haven’t seen in a while, keep up

with your friends, collaborate on
a project, just make sure you’re
getting your daily dose of social
interaction. A fun activity that we
have found is an online Jackbox.
tv games, which function as a
virtual Cards Against Humanity.
Lastly, make sure you’re doing
something productive with your
time. Focus on some activity
in order to stay sane. Learn a
musical instrument, write a story,
paint something, read a book,
make some attempt in order to
better yourself as a person. You
have been given an amazing
opportunity to turn yourself into
someone better. You have weeks
at home, doing nothing, stewing
in your old boredom. There are no
sports to watch, little homework
to do, and a few new shows in
production. Don’t just sit on your

couch watching TikTok. Don’t just
lay on your back with a controller
in your hand snacking on Hot
Cheetos, trying to pass the time.
Use this time to turn yourself into
someone better.
And lastly, do your homework,
stay involved in school as much
as possible. Don’t let your grades
drop off the edge of a cliff. Check in
with your teachers, keep your eye
on Schoology, and avoid cheating.
You’ll be better off for it.
Stay in shape, continue talking
to others, keep yourself occupied
with something that improves
you as a person, and keep up with
school work.
You’ll come out of this isolation
in better condition than you
started, and will be prepared for
the next life-changing event that
unexpectedly comes our way.

Pope Francis to journalists at the onset of the coronavirus pandemic:
“During the current crisis, we need good, free journalism that serves all people,
especially those who do not have a voice: journalism that is dedicated to the search
for truth and which opens paths toward communion and peace.”
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Class of 2020: An unfinished chapter COVID-19 economy crisis highlights
By Michael Gray ’20
the depth of our parents’ sacrifices
High school matters. Of
course, it isn’t the end all and be
all of a person’s life, nor should it
be. However, it is a time of pivotal
physical
and
psychological
development. The things people
do in high school can remain with
them for the rest of their lives, for
good or for bad, and to discount
these experiences as trivial is
inconsistent with reality.
Take prom for instance,
a practice so ingrained into
American culture that individuals
from as disparate backgrounds as
John Mulaney and Cardi B are
able to bond over their own unique
experiences of the event, which
they did on the Tonight Show.
Nearly everyone has their own
memories of prom, and beyond
that, of events such as their high
school graduation, Senior Ditch
Day, and other traditions specific
to their school. These are the
memories lost by the Class of
2020.
True, it may not be the most
pressing issue during a global
pandemic, but that doesn’t
mean it should be dismissed as
unimportant. Seniors are still in
a state of discord, struggling to
cope with the loss of traditions
that their parents, uncles,
aunts, cousins, and siblings
have frequently discussed and
mentioned. It’s hard to accept
that such a definite and final end
to childhood lacks the traditional

Pro

celebration that occurs every
other year.
While this loss certainly isn’t
trivial, it isn’t life changing either.
The reality is that although
these events are represented as
important rites of passage, their
actual impact is limited to a
pleasant memory. Seniors are still
graduating high school, they’re
still moving on to new settings,
and they are still leaving behind
what they have known for the past
18 years of their life. Traditions
such as graduation ceremonies
may serve as important reminders
of change, but they aren’t the
change itself.
For this reason, moderation
and context become the key
ingredients when accepting the
loss of a satisfying end to the
high school experience. Seniors
aren’t
losing
essential
life
experience, but rather, positive
memories. Their life path will
not be significantly altered.
While memories are important,
especially when it’s a memory
that nearly everyone makes at
one point, they don’t carry the
same weight as an important life
decision or the death of a loved
one. It’s ok for seniors to be sad
and upset that they don’t get a
graduation, but they shouldn’t
dwell on it. Instead, they should
focus their attention on how to
maximize their achievements in
the future.

By Sean DiNicola ’22

Looking back at my 8th grade
graduation, I didn’t think twice
when my grandmother asked me
what I wanted as a graduation
gift. “A Fender Champion amp,” I
said. It was a great little amp –
not too expensive, probably 200
bucks, and solid performance.
I remembered that look on
my mother’s face when I put my
phone down. “Grandma’s on a
fixed income,” she said. “Please
think about that the next time
she brings up gifts.” I could tell
she was trying to figure out a way
to point her towards something
that was more of a token and not
a big-ticket item.
When I opened my gift on
graduation day, I had a tinge of
guilt. Did this amp mean less food
on the table or a skipped cable
bill? But Grandma was glowing.
She was so happy to give me
something I loved, despite how
it might affect her. Three years
later, I consider myself much
more thoughtful and a lot wiser.
These
days,
when
my
grandmother asks me what I
want for Christmas, birthdays,
Easter, report card day…there’s
always a reason for her to give
me a gift, I generally tell her just
20 bucks towards something I’m
saving up for. I keep it simple
and inexpensive but understand
how important it is to her to do
something for me and I need to

give her that. So I think about it
and sometimes talk to my mom.
Living just on social security must
be difficult, but it’s hard to relate
when you’re 16.
I consider myself lucky,
although our family hasn’t been
without its bumps in the road.
Living in the Bay Area is quite a
challenge, although I don’t know
all the specifics about what it
takes to live here. I know the
median income in San Francisco
is $96k and I know, generally,
what things cost.
My father is a small business
owner, and as far as I could tell,
we’ve never struggled financially,
until now. The coronavirus
pandemic has caused a huge loss
in business and it is not so easy
to afford the activities and other
things that I enjoyed before. I
never thought twice about the
$21,000 my parents pay for tuition.
Now I realize that it is hard for
them, especially since many of
my Dad’s clients are closing their
businesses.
During this time, I’ve learned
to appreciate what I have and feel
I have not thanked my parents
enough for all the things they do
for me. I have sometimes taken
the things they give or pay for
me for granted. The best that I
can do is continuously express my
gratitude and try to give of myself,
even something as simple as
holding the door open for someone.

How has social distance learning benefitted or detracted from education?

By Aidan Murtagh ’20

Although distance learning
has become the norm because of
the outbreak of coronavirus, there
are a few positive outcomes that
have resulted from it.
The first good thing that has
resulted from distance learning
is that it has forced us to adopt
more environmentally friendly
lifestyles. Because people now do
not need to commute to work or
school, they will not be emitting
carbon from their vehicles. Forbes
has estimated that 77,000 lives
have been saved in China simply
because there is less pollution
being emitted into the air.
Also, distance learning cuts
down tremendously on paper
usage, which in turn saves trees.
In an article from Colorado State
University, it was estimated that
up to 28,000 trees will be saved
for every million paper books that
are not used.
Another positive take away is
that students are forced to mature.
Skills like time management and
independence have never been
more important for students
as they are learning to create a
routine that helps them learn
more effectively.

In college, students have to
study and manage their free time
in order to stay on top of classwork.
In the workforce, employers will
count on workers to complete
tasks
by
deadlines,
which
requires good time management.
Therefore, high schoolers need to
start honing in these skills now.
Lastly, distance learning will
likely encourage students to be
more active in class once they
return to a normal classroom
environment. While learning
online, students have largely
driven their own education. As
students take more responsibility
for their education, classroom
engagement and participation
will
improve,
leading
to
deeper and more productive
discussions.
When
students
become
more independent outside the
classroom, they only have to focus
on learning when they are inside
the classroom, which allows for
more to be accomplished.
The transition to distance
learning came abruptly, but it has
brought lots of good, by helping
students and the environment be
better prepared for the future.

By Michael Gray ’20

The strength of a teacher comes
from their ability to interact with
students. Without the presence of
a more knowledgeable and helpful
individual, it becomes harder to
learn. While we are restricted
to this unfortunate situation as
a result of the COVID-19 virus,
there are improvements that can
be made in order to maintain as
much of this teacher presence as
possible.
One of the main issues that
I encountered with distance
learning is inconsistency. A
routine schedule is necessary in
order to maintain a semblance
of a routine education.
Any
inconsistency
makes
the
intangible classroom setting
even less structured. A teacher
helps students learn because of
the structure that they provide,
and being consistent and timely
is important in order to establish
that structure.
Another issue with distance
learning is the overall lack of
teacher-student
interaction.
While some classes had Zoom
meetings every other day, some
did not. Of course, all teachers
have optional office

Con

hours for students to ask
questions, but that doesn’t
compare to a mandated time for
teaching and discussion.
During quarantine, order in
one’s life is something that is
hard to come by. Sleep schedules
shift drastically, the days blur
together, and days can be wasted
on YouTube or video games. If
teachers have regular Zoom
meetings, a sense of order will
return to the lives of students,
granting them a more stable
learning environment.
Lastly,
sometimes
Zoom
class meetings conflicted with
meetings for activities such as
Student Parliament and Campus
Ministry. During troubling times,
students need to remain involved
in the clubs and activities they
care about.
Even though we were stuck
with the misfortune of distance
learning, that doesn’t mean we
must be resigned to its current
state. If classes are more
consistent, have more mandatory
meetings, and there are more
efforts to schedule classes with
school activities in mind, the
education of Riordan students
would be greatly improved.
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Crusaders capitalize on Close Up trip to Washington, D.C.
By Michael Curran ’20,
Aidan Murtagh ’20,
and Alexander Ruivivar ’20

Tuesday was a busy day for
the students on Close Up. After
breakfast, we were taken to the
War and Lincoln Memorials,
where we were divided into our
respective groups and reflected
on these questions: “What do
the WWII, Vietnam, and Korean
Memorials say about those who
have served and sacrificed?” and
“How does the imagery of the
Lincoln Memorial portray his
legacy?”
Theo Reese ’20 replied, “The
memorials showed many died in
service of their country. It also
causes you to think about the
wars themselves and how the
soldiers must have felt during the
war.”
Furthermore, he added, “The
Lincoln Memorial immortalizes
one of the greatest presidents in
our nation’s history. It depicts him
as a strong unifier and reminds
us how divided we are today, but
in the end, we are all Americans.”
We were given a few hours to
explore the sights and at 12:25, all
the students took a group photo in
front of the Capitol.
After lunch, students explored
some of the cultural centers
and embassies on the itinerary.
Each group went to either one of
these places: the Saudi Arabian
embassy, the Taiwanese Cultural
Center, or the Korean Cultural
Center.
Brendan Jordan ’20 said, “I
was assigned to visit the Korean
Cultural Center. It was an
informative experience as we
were given a presentation on
the history and culture of South
Korea.”
At 3:35, we were taken to
the US Marine Corps Memorial
and at 4:30, to the US Air Force
Memorial. This gave them the
opportunity to marvel at the
architectural sights for a few
hours.
John Gill ’20 remarked,
“Both the Marine and Air Force
memorials were also fulfilling
experiences.
The
Marine
memorial had every conflict
that the Marines participated
in underneath the statues of
Marines raising the American
flag at Iwo Jima. Overall, visiting
any memorial site was fulfilling
as we were able to see a visual
depiction and memorialization of
the sacrifices the soldiers made in
order to keep the nation safe.”
At 5:30, we ate dinner at the
Pentagon City Mall and were later
brought back to the hotel. At 7:00,
all of the students had to meet in
their groups and participate in
the Congress workshops.
Shortly, a Mock Congress was
held, where there was a debate to
either amend or vote on certain
issues.

Afterwards, students
met with their teacher
to catch up. After a
busy day of sightseeing
and
activities,
the
students were given an
hour to socialize before
bedtime.
Capitol Hill day
was easily the most
anticipated
day
of
Close Up, and the
mock Congress debate
from
the
previous
night made everyone
especially excited to see
where the actual federal
legislative
process
takes place. As the day
began, everyone pulled
their nicest clothes out
of the hotel room closets
and dressed up in suits

and ties. After gathering
in the hotel lobby, our
Riordan group headed
down to the subway
eager to explore Capitol Hill.
Our first activity of the day
was a tour of the Capitol building.
As we walked around, we saw
the Old Senate room of the mid1800s, the National Statuary
Hall, and of course, the Rotunda.
After the tour, we headed over to
the northern wing of the building
to sit in on the Senate as they
approved the nomination of a
judge for the U.S. District Court
in Alaska.
At first, there seemed to be
nothing going on in the Senate too,
but eventually, almost everyone
entered the room to cast their
vote while we observed. It was
pretty unforgettable seeing so
many famous politicians like Ted
Cruz, Diane Feinstein, and Mitt
Romney all in one room together
talking and joking around before
and after they voted.
Our next stop was the south
wing of the Capitol Building,
where we sat in on the House of
Representatives. After our time
in the House, we left the Capitol
Building to take a lunch break.
After getting an energy boost
from lunch, we had a meeting
with some of Senator Diane
Feinstein’s staffers who work
on her drug caucus. They held
a very engaging Q&A, giving
us insight into what it is like to
work for a U.S. Senator and their
roles in the lawmaking process.
For our next activity, we
journeyed to a completely
different branch of government:
the Supreme Court. While
waiting to be let into the actual
courtroom, our class wandered
around the foyer, which had a
white marble bust for every Chief
Justice to serve on the Court.
After a brief wait, we entered the
courtroom, where the tour guide
gave us a brief history of the
Court and information on how it
operates.

Photo provided by Jeff Isola ’98
This year’s Close Up participants stand in front of the
U.S. Capitol building during their trip to Washington, D.C.
		
Our whole group found it
a little difficult to pay attention,
however, because we were all
quite fascinated to be sitting
in the room in which so many
landmark court cases were heard.
Following our brief visit to the
judicial branch of government,
we journeyed back over to the
legislative branch, where we met
outside Representative Jackie
Speier’s office. Unfortunately,
Congresswoman
Speier
was
unable to meet with us, but we
met with one of her staffers to
discuss the day-to-day operations
of a U.S. Representative.
Once this meeting adjourned,
we had one last stop on Capitol
Hill: the Library of Congress.
With over 168 million items, the
Library of Congress is the largest
library in the world. In addition
to the library itself, we got to
enjoy various exhibits, including
one on Rosa Parks and the
women’s rights movement, and
another being Thomas Jefferson’s
personal library. Once we had
finished exploring the library, it
was time for us to leave Capitol
Hill and meet up with the rest of
the Close Up participants.
Once we were reunited with
the rest of the Close Up program,
we were bussed to the JFK Center
for Performing Arts where we
watched a play to end the day. The
play was called “Shear Madness,”
which was an interactive murder
mystery story. Throughout the
play, the audience was able to
point out key details to the cast
and even accuse certain people
of committing the crime. Once
the curtains drew to a close,
we headed back to the hotel for
a little bit of social time and a
good night’s sleep for yet another
eventful day.
Thursday started with waking

up and eating breakfast at the
usual time of 8:00, and then at
9:00 we had a workshop. Today’s
workshop was about sustaining
democracy. In the workshop, we
talked about the role of a citizen
in a democracy. These involved
things like voting and protests.
After the workshop, we went to
the White House. It was smaller
than we thought, but the real
interesting part was the man
who has been protesting nuclear
weapons since 1981. That makes
it the longest protest ever. We
visited some citizen action sites at
10:45, then at 11:45, we went to a
neighborhood for lunch.
For lunch, we were given a
choice of all these different places,
but most people ended up at Ben’s
Chili Bowl. That was one of the
best restaurants many of us have
ever been to. The food was great!
Many said the next time they are
in Washington, D.C., they will
definitely revisit that place.
At 1:45 the bus took us to the
National Portrait Gallery, where
they keep photos and paintings of
the presidents and other historical
figures. At 2:45 we were taken to
Arlington National Cemetery.
The Cemetery is huge, currently,
624 acres are being used and they
are adding over 70 more. We saw
the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier
guard switch, which is something
worth seeing. After the ceremony,
we saw a few memorials, most
notably JFK’s immortal flame.
At 5:15 we headed back to the
hotel and had our final workshop.
The final workshop was a
discussion about what we learned,
mixed with a little celebration of
sorts. At 7:45 we had the Farewell
Banquet, at 9:00 there was a
dance, and at 11:00 we had a room
check, and prepared to head back
to San Francisco the next day.
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Coed transition progresses as school begins new era
By Steven Rissotto ’20
and Antonio Maffei ’20

In late January, Archbishop
Riordan High School announced
their plans to become coed
starting in the Fall of 2020.
After being known as San
Francisco’s oldest all-boys school,
the board of trustees voted 14-4
in favor of the decision and there
was also support from alumni
and current students. The move
came shortly after Riordan’s
sister school, Mercy High School,
announced their intention to close
after the 2019-2020 school year.
To accommodate the addition
of new students is the addition
of new staff hires. An additional
Dean of Students, sports coaches,
counselors, and teachers will be
hired for the upcoming year.
In the meantime, there is work
to be done in order for the campus
to be appealing to young women.
Construction began on June 12 to
work on updating the locker rooms
and bathrooms, all of which were
designed solely for young men.
Recently, Riordan released
an online blueprint of how the
final product will look. On their
website, a goal of $500,000 has
been posted in order to help with
the pricing.
Due
to
the
COVID-19
pandemic, the orientation for new
students was held online via Zoom
in early May. Aside from talking
about quarantine activities and
binge watching shows, the young

Photo by The Crusader Staff
On June 11, construction began on the weight room, as well as girls’
and boys’ locker rooms, working toward the mid-August deadline.
ladies were brought up to speed
on important information.
Incoming
transfer
from
Mercy, Lindsay Wray ’21, said,
“The first orientation was great.
The staff on it did a great job
answering questions and giving
us information about what the
fall is going to look like.”
“It was very comforting
getting to know Mrs. Nagar and
Mrs. Martinez before going into
Riordan, because now I have
staff I am familiar with,” Wray
said.
“If I need someone to talk to
in the fall, I definitely feel like
I could approach either one of
them with confidence.”
The boarding department is
also expected to grow over the

upcoming
years
with
the
integration. Due to the pandemic,
a lot is unknown for future
applications.
According
to
Residential Program Supervisor
David Lin ’99, the boarding
department will have a “small
number” of young women during
the 2020-2021 school year.
While it is still not certain how
the House System will look like
under the new coed model, one
thing is for certain, and that is
the school will be different. School
Captain elections will be held in
the fall, when school resumes. As
for student activities, many expect
the clubs to receive a rush of new
members as young women become
a part of the school community.
Another aspect of the coed

transition raising questions is
technology. According to the
Riordan administration, they are
requiring that students have an
iPad Air (2013) or an iPad Pro
(2015) or above. They are no longer
recommending that students use
an iPad mini due to the smaller
screen size. Administration is
also requiring that the iPad
needs to be running the latest iOS
software at all times.
However, there are some
exceptions.
First,
transfer
students are allowed to use
Apple MacBooks or Google
Chromebooks. Otherwise, they
encourage them to purchase an
iPad. Engineering students are
also allowed to have an exception
as they are not required to have
an iPad, but have a MacBook, at
the minimum a MacBook Air with
8GB of RAM.
A big change next year will
be the new bell schedule, with
later start times for Block 1 at
8:00 a.m., and later dismissal
times ranging from 2:30 p.m. to
2:40 p.m. The new bell schedule
also includes double lunches and
earlier munches.
In a memo to the Riordan
community, President Dr. Andrew
Currier released statistics for the
2020-21 school year, saying that
it will be the biggest Riordan
student body since 1985, with
820 students. Out of the 800 plus
students, 181 of them will be
young women.

Third Annual Crusader Games goes virtual
By Levis Rodriguez ’20

The Third Annual Crusader
Games were held in a two-week
online competition rather than
the traditional Crusader Games
on the campus of Archbishop
Riordan. Through the difficult and
unusual times of the COVID-19
pandemic, student parliament
managed to adapt to a new
Crusader Games.
Benny Willers ’08, Joey Klobas
’07 and student parliament
worked around the pandemic
closure of schools to allow the
Archbishop Riordan community to
finish the year off strong through
friendly competition. Taking a
different approach for such an
anticipated event was definitely a
new obstacle student parliament
had to overcome.
Willers explained the virtual
Crusader games that took place
from May 4 to May 18. “Because
we are going online for the first
time ever, Joey and I decided
that it would be best to take this
approach. Instead of your usual 50
plus games, you will get a select
amount that focuses on different
categories!”
Questions arose from how the
participation would affect the
Crusader Games this year.

The concern for
participation was
definitely in the
back of all the
student parliament
members’
minds,
but School Captain
Michael Gray ’20
believed
social
media
helped
keep the Riordan
c o m m u n i t y
together. “I think
it’s hard to honestly
say that we have
higher levels of
intensity and hype
for the Crusader
Games this year due
to
the
inherently
apathetic nature of the
quarantine,” Gray
said. “However, I think we’ve
made progress in terms of using
social media platforms in order
to increase awareness and
involvement. I think given the
circumstances, I see a reasonable
amount of excitement.”
Going into the Crusader
Games, Bolts held the lead at
1465 points. The three categories
that the Crusader Games were

Photo by The Crusader Staff
E.J. Odocayen (top left), Zachary Charlton (top right),
Danilo Herger (bottom left) and Will Miller (bottom right)
were this year’s seniors chosen to compete in The Gauntlet.
divided into included, Athletics,
Arts, and Video Games.
After two weeks of competition,
the final results came in with
Bolts taking home the Crusader
Games trophy, finishing at 484
points. The remaining standings
were: Cana in second at 316,
Russi with 234, and Pilar with
231.
In The Gauntlet, Cana’s EJ

Odocayen came in first, followed
by Will Miller for Russi, Zachary
Charlton for Pilar, and Danilo
Herger representing Bolts.
Bolts also took home the
Chaminade Cup with 1,949
points, followed by Cana with
1,720, Pilar at 1,692, and
defending champion Russi with
1,684.
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Ring embraces new opportunity at Olympic Club Foundation
By John McQuaid ’22

John Ring, Riordan’s Director
of Development, has been working
to improve the school for five years
now. This summer, he planned to
move on to serve as the Executive
Director of the Olympic Club
Foundation.
Ring has been an incredible
addition
to
Riordan’s
Administration throughout his
years here. He was responsible for
making many of the most recent
fundraising drives successful, the
Maker Space, and new field. He
also provided great leadership
to the Development Team and
offered advice and wisdom to
many others at Riordan.
Director of Communications
Victoria Terheyden described him
as “a collaborative and thoughtful
leader.” She said that “he believed
that teamwork and hard work
were the pillars of success, and
backed that up with action.”
Ring stated that he is very

proud
of
everything
he
accomplished, especially the Field
Project, and feels that completing
all the tasks laid out when he was
hired marks this as the right time
for him to go. Ring also made a
point of saying that his time at
Riordan was exciting and he
expects our school to continue to
thrive and become “the best coed
school in the region.”
In May, he announced that
he will remain closely connected
to Riordan as a member of the
Board.
Ring is excited to be moving on to
his new job at the Olympic Club,
and he hopes to stay active in the
Riordan community as a parent,
and possibly more. He is happy
with the direction the school is
taking and he wants the students
at Riordan to know that they
should “embrace change and to do
everything they can to welcome
the young ladies who will come to
campus in the fall.”

riordanhs.org

John Ring’s impact as Director of Development has been instrumental
at Riordan, as many big projects were completed with him at the helm.

Purple and Gold Gala raises $270k for scholarships, tuition assistance
By Aysaiah Radoc
Manrique ’21
Archbishop Riordan High
School’s biggest fundraiser, the
annual “Purple and Gold Gala”
was held on Saturday, Feb. 29.
The event was hosted at
Bimbo’s 365 Club, with cocktails
and a silent auction beginning at
6:00 p.m. Beginning at 7:30 p.m.,
the event continued with dinner,
a live auction, and dancing with
live music from the Dick Bright
Orchestra. Tickets to attend the
Purple and Gold Gala were $200
for a single ticket, $400 for a
couple’s ticket, and $2000 for a
table of 10 people.
Attendants of the gala, and
sponsors or advertisers unable to
attend the event, were also able to
promote and advertise a business
or simply offer congratulations to
certain coaches, faculty members,
staff, or even students partaking
in the 2020 Purple and Gold Gala
Program.
The cost of advertisements on
the program ranged from $200
for a business card ad to $2,000
for an inside front cover ad. The
Gala also accepted donations for
live and silent auctions, such
as restaurant gift certificates,
Warriors, 49ers, Giants, and
Raiders tickets, hotel stays, and
vacation homes.
This year, the fundraiser was
held in support of Archbishop
Riordan’s Tyrone L. McGraw
Scholarship.
McGraw,
an
exceptional student athlete of the

Photo by Nano Visser
Class of 2006, achieved great
accomplishments at Riordan,
which earned him a full
scholarship to Stanford University.
At Stanford, he participated on
athletic teams such as track and
field and football, while excelling
academically. After his college
career, he became a legislative
staff member at the California
State Capitol, a teacher, and an
intern at the White House.
After a three year battle with
cancer, Tyrone McGraw died at
the age of 29 in 2017. He still lives
on as the Riordan community still

Dominic Borrego ’20 and Tomizo Callejas ’20 were members of the
band who performed during the annual Purple and Gold Gala.

recalls his speech during
Riordan’s
Class
of
2016
graduation. Tyrone’s message
was to “commit yourself to find a
way and never give up,” no matter
the obstacles in one’s way. The
scholarship was then established
in his honor “to uphold his mission
of serving the underserved.”
According to Karin Haskell,
Director of Special Events and
Planned Giving, the total raised

at the gala was $270,000, with
$120,000 going toward the
Tyrone McGraw scholarship.
The remaining $150,000 will be
reserved for tuition assistance.
By supporting the 2020 Purple
and Gold Gala, participants will
help ensure future Crusaders
will attain Riordan’s education
by providing the needs to offer
students at Archbishop Riordan
financial aid.
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LIFE Team celebrates 50 years of living in faith
By Jordan Noeuku ’21

Student bonding and leadership
training in the Marianist life have
taken on another level with the
gathering of various LIFE Teams
this summer, July 10-19, in San
Antonio, Texas to commemorate
50 years of LIFE Team leadership.
The program exists in various
institutions all over the world,
giving students an opportunity
to expand their knowledge and
share their faith with other people
around the world.
Leo Magnaye ’05, Campus
Ministry leader, said, “I was a
LIFE Team member as a student
and it was the strongest I’ve ever
felt in faith and bonding with
my friends. I still keep in touch
with several of my LIFE friends
from other schools. In fact, I even
went to a LIFE friend’s wedding.
I started working at Riordan and
wanted to reconnect with the
Marianists and be hands-on with
the student impact at Riordan.”
In addition, “The event this
summer will be new and exciting
since we never have one national
retreat! We usually have three
locations and each location holds
the retreat and trains certain
groups specifically. This summer
we have students from Hawaii,
Puerto Rico, and everywhere in
between PLUS students from
Ireland! I’m excited for the
opportunity to share our faith, the
uniqueness of our cultures and
styles, and to bond with people
from so many different places.”
Magnaye explained what the
team does every year, saying, “We
do: MLCs, yearly prayer services,
Christmas on Campus (a special
program for a local kindergarten
school), present Riordan’s student
life and faith to special guests and
committees that come to observe
our school, lead the school in daily
prayer, and prayer during special
events.”
He added, “We are called upon
to represent Riordan at special
Masses and memorials and

Members of the 2019-2020 LIFE Team represent Campus
Ministry at a retreat in Occidental in June of 2019.
Archdiocesan events. We support
all Campus Ministry teams,
participate as Crusader Mentors,
and lead retreats for sophomores,
juniors, and those who already
went on KAIROS, and can go as a
peer leader.”
Alex Datoc ’87 said, “I am
excited for the celebration this
summer. I look forward to seeing
over 250 students get together
and be excited for their CatholicMariansit faith, especially our
Riordan students. I also look
forward to seeing many Marianist
friends from all over the United
States.”
Datoc added, “The most
important activity carried out
by the LIFE Team is to create
small Christian communities on
campus through the MLCs. These
retreat-like
meetings/activities
take a lot of planning and offer
ways for students to strengthen

their faith in fun and creative
ways. In addition, the LIFE Team
often represents our school at
outside events like Archdiocesan
Masses, special prayer services,
and alumni events.”
Antonio Maffei ’20 said “It’s an
amazing experience unlike any
other on campus. To be able to
plan MLCs and lead the school in
its faith experience is something
truly incredible!”
“My experience was amazing!
Through the LIFE Team, I was
able to meet new life long friends
that I will never forget. My favorite
moment of the LIFE Team was
definitely the summer retreat.
Through that summer retreat, I
met my amazing girlfriend, some
new friend which I know will for
sure attend my wedding, and be
there for me through life!” He
added, “It’s tough not being able
to fully finish our mission. I

To read The Grail, scan this code:

Photo by Andrew Trapsi ’15

know my brothers and sisters
from Hawaii, LA, and St. Louis
are very bummed about it as well
because I’ve been keeping my
LIFE family together! But we will
persevere through the flames that
the virus has thrown at us and
make the best of what has been
given to us because that’s what
we do!”
He added, “I would give this
piece of advice to the next LIFE
team! Go into it with an open
mind, You never know what
you’ll get out of it! Create fun
and interactive activities for our
school community and get them
tuned with their faith. Know
that the former LIFE Team is
with you through all this and
your moderators, Mr. Magnaye
and Mr. Datoc are there for you
always and for anything! I send
all my love and blessings to next
year’s team!”
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The show must go online

Cast of ‘Spelling Bee’ performs school’s first Zoomical
By Michael Gray ’20

While COVID-19 canceled
practically every event under the
sun, the Riordan spring musical
found a way to survive and
thrive. The play, a rendition of
the critically acclaimed musical
comedy, “The 25th Annual
Putnam County Spelling Bee,”
was set to be performed this
spring before the announcement
of the shelter in place ordinance.
While many considered the
quarantine would have put an
end to the play, the industrious
theatre crew fashioned a unique
solution in an effort to continue
their passion.
“We had the idea of recording
individual videos that could be
edited, maybe not for anyone at
Riordan, but just something that
we could have to remember,” said
Jonathan Torrea ’21, an integral
member of the theatre program.
While the theatre troupe’s
full
performance
required
modification in order to present,
this is not the first time they have
been robbed of the opportunity
to adequately display their hard
work and talent. Just last year,
the fall play was cut short due to
the extensive wildfires ravaging
the state, which resulted in poor
air quality, and residents were
advised to stay home.
Thinking back to these
additional cancellations, Torrea
replied, “It really stinks because
we put all that effort in and are
just unable to show it. For the
most part though, we’re still
happy to have the experience
of putting it together… I think
what’s great about our drama
group is that we’re still willing to
put in the effort even if we don’t
have as much to show for it.”
The performers were not the
only individuals affected by the
cancellation, however, as theatre
fans were disappointed as well.
Thankfully, the news of the online
play gave some solace to fans
disheartened
from
constant
COVID-related cancellations.
In the words of Miles Poon
’20, an avid Riordan Theatre fan,
“I was really looking forward to
watching the play in person. I

know that the
actors
worked
really hard on
it and it’s sad
that they can’t
perform it live,
but
I
think
that this online
form is super
interesting.
I’ve
never
really heard of
anything like it
before, so I was
looking forward
to it!”
Eager drama
fans were not
disappointed.
The
play’s
The Crusader Staff
premise, which
Despite the obstacles with the pandemic, Riordan’s Drama
consists of a
Department performed an amazing show for the community.
diverse group of,
Reflecting on the conclusion
shall
we
say,
interesting individual characters, which is
grade school students, is aptly not only aesthetically pleasing, of the play, cast member Alec
supported by quality editing, but unique to digital format as Douglas ’21 stated, “It took a lot
of time and dedication from all
acting, singing and direction. well.
Audience
member
Jamar the cast members, and thanks
Every actor and actress played
their parts convincingly, bringing Kittling ’20 noted, “I think the to JT’s fantastic editing, I truly
their characters to life on the musical turned out remarkably believe we made this the best
well,
especially
considering show it could be.”
small screen.
the
circumstances….
the vast
Although
there
were
The acting is so convincing, in
fact, that the viewer easily slips majority of the story, spicy humor, significant obstacles blocking the
into the play’s world of spelling- and overall production were on completion of the performance,
the cast and crew were able to
obsessed adolescents and adults, point.”
The
cast
certainly
had
a
long
overcome and continue pursuing
a collective group so word-focused
they make Noah Webster look haul, but through a valiant show this project, resulting in an alllike a babbling toddler. Perhaps of resilience, they were able around enjoyable and rewarding
for
the
drama
unreasonably, the characters to construct a very enjoyable experience
department and viewers alike.
steadily grow in favorability, performance.
albeit not relatability, with the
audience. Don’t let the goofy
closure of Riordan by an extra
“COVID-19,”
and lighthearted exterior of the
three days, but with it took
continued
from
page
1
show fool you, however; beneath
out the plans for the Junior
the play’s surface lies a hungergames style spelling deathmatch with the Archdiocese of San Retreat. 				
As cases of COVID-19 continued
rife with cheating, lascivious Francisco and the San Francisco
to
rapidly increase, Mayor London
Health
Department,
made
the
conduct, messages from Jesus,
Breed
of San Francisco made an
and arguably, attempted murder. decision to cancel classes and
The immersive feeling of the play, school-related activities for two announcement on March 16 that
even through a smaller electronic weeks, with hopes of resuming San Francisco and five other
counties would institute a shelterdevice, is a testament to the classes on March 23.
With that announcement came in-place order until April 7. This
hard work and talent of all those
the
cancellation of the Varsity order would later be extended to
involved.
basketball
team’s road to a State the beginning of May.
While the normal boxes
On the first day back from
of a performance piece are Championship, the Sophomore
Easter
Break, Lyons officially
Retreat,
and
the
annual
Mothersatisfactorily checked, special
announced
what a majority of
Son
Dance.
props must be given to the
students
had
feared, Archbishop
Dean of Academics Michael
wonderful
editing.
Every
musical number is assisted by O’Brien was going to lead the Riordan High School wouldn’t
Sophomore Retreat and stated, reopen for the remainder of the
transitioning framed boxes of
“It’s devastating for the program. 2019-2020 school year, bringing
It looks like we’re not going to the historic school year to a close,
be able to pull it off this year.” but many are still looking forward
O’Brien said that the retreat to another historic year in the fall.
Frankie Ryan ’20, stated, “I feel
program has been hit the hardest
like I lost so much of my senior
from the closure.
One
day
after
the year. I am hopeful though that the
announcement of the two week school will have a ceremony that
closure, Superintendent of the we will never forget and this virus
Archdiocese of San Francisco, will bring us closer as a class.”
Though Archbishop Riordan
Pamela Lyons, announced that all
Archdiocesan schools would be High School didn’t return for
closed through March 25 with the the rest of the year, school spirit
hope of returning to campus on among the Crusaders was still
March 26. This extended the
very much alive.
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Petition recommends Seagrave for sainthood status
Beloved priest and Riordan alumnus could be school’s first saint

By Brandon Vargas ’20

Fr. Thomas Seagrave’s priestly
service of more than 40 years,
along with his outreach in the
Bay Area, earned him the honor
of receiving Archbishop Riordan
High School’s annual Chaminade
Award in 2011. Now, a group is
seeking his canonization.
Canonization in the Catholic
Church refers to the official
admission of a deceased individual
into sainthood. His generous
deeds and sacrifices make him a
valid candidate for canonization.
Fr. Tom, as he was referred to,
was born on April 30, 1942 in San
Francisco and died on Dec. 18,
2015 in San Mateo. He grew up
in Bernal Heights in the Mission
District of San Francisco, and he
went on to attend ARHS.
Shortly after graduating in
1960, he attended seminarian
school and was ordained May
17, 1968 by Archbishop Joseph
T. McGucken. He worked at
several parishes, including St.
Peter’s (1976-1985), St. Paul’s
(1985-1992), and St. Emydius
(1994 -1995), among many others,
before retiring in 2011 because of
health concerns.

Miguel Bustos ’89 came up
with the idea to seek Fr. Tom’s
canonization at his funeral. At
the funeral, Bustos noticed that
Fr. Tom “...has touched so many
people’s lives.”
Fr. Tom, according to Bustos,
“met people where they were.”
Bustos added, “He was just a
humble priest just wanting to do
God’s work, and that’s it.”
Fr. Seagrave’s efforts and
commitments to the Catholic
Faith are perpetuated at ARHS
as well, as the Chapel is named
in his honor.
Fr. John Jimenez, who served
with Fr. Seagrave for two years
at the Church of the Visitacion,
speaks highly of Fr. Tom. “Fr.
Seagrave was a person who put
himself out for people,” Fr. John
said.
According to Fr. John, Fr.
Seagrave would make every
effort to comfort families in need.
“He took his old Volkswagen
1978 Beetle… and went to visit
this family in crisis… hours
later, in the quiet of the morning
around 3 am, I hear his old, red
Beetle rattle into the driveway,
he comes inside and goes to bed,

Supporters of Fr. Seagrave
are seeking sainthood for him.
then gets up a few hours later
and says 7 am Mass,” Fr. John
mentioned.
“What made him so great,”
said Bustos, “was that he truly
believed in people… He believed
in you even if you didn’t believe
in yourself.” Fr. Seagrave’s
dedication to not only the Catholic
Church, but to his community,
demonstrates
the
level
of
compassion he had for everyone

he met.
One of the requirements
of canonization is to have
three miracles attributed
to the individual who is
nominated for sainthood.
Bustos stated that there
was one instance in which
a sick woman prayed to
Fr. Tom and recovered the
next day. Though this may
only be a slight instance of
a miracle, Bustos and the
group of supporters soon
hope to discover more
miracles.
Bustos plans to send in
documents,
testimonies,
and stories of Fr. Tom from
other people to the Vatican by
Dec. 1, 2020. He encourages
everyone who knows Fr. Tom to
send in documents that support
the campaign for canonization.
According to Bustos, Fr.
Tom “would never want this.”
However, Fr. Seagrave’s obvious
commitment to those in need
serves him well in the efforts
to achieve canonization for
him.
Fr. John said, “His work was
the service of people, to help
them have hope in the Lord.”

National journalism convention canceled for first time since inception
By Steven Rissotto ’20

For the first time since 1973,
high school writers across the
country were unable to meet at
the annual JEA/NSPA National
High
School
Journalism
Convention, which was canceled
due to the COVID-19 outbreak.
The event was slated to take
place in Nashville at the Gaylord
Opryland Resort and Convention
Center from April 16-18.
The Journalism Education
Association and the National
Scholastic Press Association
released a statement regarding
the cancellation saying, “With
the overwhelming concerns of
COVID-19, which have prompted
schools to ban travel and/or
to close for extended periods
of time, we want to give our
members the ability to focus on
the greater challenges awaiting
them at home, in their schools,
and in their communities.”
This announcement came
shortly after the national
pandemic was made official. As
of now, the fall convention in
mid-November is still scheduled
to happen. The next spring
convention is on the calendar for
April of 2021 in Seattle.
The event has occurred every
spring and every fall, never being
postponed or canceled, not even
after the Sept. 11 attacks in 2001.

nashville.journalismconvention.org
JEA/NSPA have hosted high school conventions for more than 45 years,
but for the first time ever, the spring convention, to be held in Nashville,
was canceled. Seven Riordan journalism students were scheduled to
attend the four-day event that included workshops and contests.

At the convention, students
attend seminars, workshops,
meetings, and guest speaker
sessions in an effort to learn
more about the media industry.
Students can also partake in
numerous different activities, like
write-offs and award ceremonies.
College representatives are
also situated around the hotel to
advise students about majoring in
journalism at their school.

It’s always a tough task for
schools to find flights and hotel
rooms, but this particular year it
was challenging to a larger extent.
After a rogue tornado ruined
parts of Nashville in early March,
residents were racing to book
hotels as they recovered from the
ruin. This trend left virtually no
chance for advisers to find a hotel
anywhere near the already booked
Gaylord Opryland.

The Crusader newspaper
adviser, Susan Sutton, has been
attending the convention for
20 years as a teacher, and also
when she was in high school.
“I was surprised at how
difficult it was to get flights and
hotel rooms,” she said. “I have
never had such a difficult time
planning for the convention, and
then, once everything seemed to
be falling in line, the tornado
hit, followed by the coronavirus.
It’s like it was not meant to be.”
“I was looking forward
to seeing another state that
is incredibly different from
California,” said staff reporter
Andrei Lynch ’22. “I was
intrigued by the fact that I was
scheduled to compete in the
feature writing write-off.”
Archbishop Riordan High
School’s newspaper staff has
attended the convention for the
past two years, in San Francisco
in 2018 and Anaheim last spring.
They were set to be present at
the Nashville Convention before
the outbreak and spread.
“I wasn’t surprised it was
canceled due to what was going
on with the pandemic,” Lynch
added. “I was very disappointed
because I was very excited to
go.”
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Decades old Stonestown Galleria reinvents itself with significant additions
By Juan Carlos Campos ’22

On the last day, the shelves
were empty and the employees
outnumbered the shoppers.
Nordstrom, a mainstream
store that had been located at
Stonestown mall since April
1988–after the renovation that
enclosed the mall–shut its
doors forever on Sept. 19, 2019.
Stonestown has been open since
July 1952 and with the economy
changing, they have had to
change as well.
With Nordstrom declining in
popularity, this caused Target’s
takeover of the property, with
Target becoming a popular store
across the city and the nation.
Since the economy is changing
very quickly, Stonestown has
done the same by closing down
less popular stores and bringing
in new, up to date ones that are
bringing in more shoppers.
On
May
5,
Nordstrom
announced it will close 16 more
stores across the nation.
“I think it’s a sign of the
times… the stores are trying
to catch the foot traffic of the
younger generation by switching
away from the older generation
stores to the likings of the younger
generation,” said Economics
teacher David Elu.

Some of the new stores
coming to Stonestown
include Whole Foods,
Sports Basement, and
even another movie
theater.
“I think these new
stores being put in and
even the movie theater
is helping Stonestown
become more popular
and fun to go and hang
out at,” said Emilio
Cruz ’22.
It is also becoming
very hard for companies
to keep their “brick and
mortar” stores open
as
online
shopping
becomes bigger. Online
stores such as Amazon
have
caused
other
mainstream stores to

become more digital, which
Photo by Steven Elsner ’20
makes it easier to buy the
The Stonestown Galleria enters a new era, as construction is underway
products consumers need,
on new businesses, including a movie theater and Sports Basement.
and have them shipped to
their home.
Stonestown is bringing in over time to meet the popularity time were restaurants (for dineanchor stores like Target and of the economy. This has out only), Target, Trader Joe’s,
Whole Foods to take over more already happened to two stores: Pet Food Express, and medical
space to appeal to the market Nordstrom and Macy’s.
services. Many are hoping
today. As much as Stonestown
After the mandated closures the reopening of businesses,
has changed from being a small of many businesses to prevent coinciding with the completion of
outdoor mall (much like Westlake the spread of COVID-19, the construction projects, will spur a
in Daly City is) to how many only stores at Stonestown that resurgence for the nearly 70-yearknow it today, it will still change remained open during this
old mall.

BART phases out tickets in favor of Clipper cards
By Michael Portillo-Ortega ’21

Bay Area Rapid Transit, also
known as BART, will be phasing
out the paper tickets and replacing
them with Clipper cards.
BART has already removed
paper tickets in 19th Street,
Embarcadero, Powell Street, and
Downtown Berkeley and hopes to
enact a systemwide expansion in
the latter half of 2020.
Giovanni Estrada ’21 said, “I
was afraid my paper card would
be worthless but luckily I am
able to use the last of the paper
tickets.”
People may be worried about
not being able to use paper tickets
they already bought, but they are
able to use their cards to enter
and exit through the fare gates.
A Clipper card costs $3.00;
commuters then have to add more
money to the card to be used as
fare. There is also an “autoload”
option where commuters can link
the Clipper card to their bank
card, and have it add money
whenever it falls below a certain
amount, which cuts down on time
at the machine loading dollar bills
into the sometimes picky slots.
The Clipper card is worth
three adult BART tickets, since
an adult paper card is worth 50
cents, so the Clipper card would
pay for itself within three round
trips.
In addition to BART, the card

Photo by Jamar Kittling ’20
BART continues to phase out paper tickets at their stations in favor of Clipper cards.
works for most Bay Area public
transit and offers discounts on
different transit agencies.
Religion teacher Kenneth
Swan said, “I find the Clipper
card to be incredibly convenient.
I can use it on BART, for both the
transit and my parking, and on

MUNI when I catch it in the early
morning by Balboa Station.”
If someone loses the card, they
will be able to retain the balance,
but pay the nominal fee for a new
Clipper card.
Jose Gonzalez ’21 said, “I lost
my Clipper card that had $20 on

it and I went on the Clipper
website, and was able to get a new
Clipper card with my balance.”
Along with the many benefits
of the Clipper card, BART wants
to reduce the waste of paper and
introduce a more durable card.
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Biden poised to face off against Trump in November presidential election
By Joseph Zuloaga ’23

Democrats are ready to take
on President Trump and win the
White House back.
This year’s Democratic primaries
have been the biggest and most
diverse field ever seen with
authors, congressmen, mayors,
and businessmen attempting to
become the Democratic Party’s
nominee for president.
At the beginning of the election
season in mid-2019, there were
around 20 major candidates. As
of press time, Joe Biden is the
only candidate left and will take
on Donald Trump in the general
election in November.
Of this 2020 election season,
U.S. History teacher Christopher
Fern stated, “ … it has been a very
interesting primary season, with
a very crowded field of candidates
that were historically diverse to
start, but ended up being down
to a race between … older white
men.”
Emilio Gorog ’20 agrees and
stated, “ … the Democratic
primaries have been chaotic, with
no clear answer as to who should
run against Donald Trump in
November. Sure, the process has
been complicated by the rise of
COVID-19, but it is clear that
the party is divided between
its moderate and progressive
members.”
On Feb. 3, the first contest
in the nation was held, the Iowa
Caucus. After a 26-day delay
because of “inconsistencies” in
the votes and problems with the
new app, which recorded votes
in every single precinct, the Iowa
Democratic Party declared Pete
Buttigieg the winner.
Next, came New Hampshire.
Here, there were no debacles,
and Sanders and Buttigieg were
declared the winners. Biden
finished in a disappointing fifthplace, which astounded many
people as he was at first thought of
as the front-runner. Biden wasn’t
concerned and had all his hopes
on South Carolina, counting on
the African American vote to
boost his campaign.
Sanders continued to gain
momentum by winning Nevada. A
week later, Joe Biden delivered on
his promise and won the Palmetto
State. Pete Buttigieg and Amy
Klobuchar both dropped out of the
race because of poor showings in
these first three states. To unite
moderate Democrats, Buttigieg
and Klobuchar both endorsed
Biden, aiming to slow the
momentum Sanders had going
into Super Tuesday.

JoeBiden.com
Former Vice President Joe Biden will take on President Donald Trump this November.
On Tuesday, March 3, the
day when the greatest number
of states hold primaries and
caucuses, Joe Biden had a big
night by winning in 10 states
including Texas. Sanders won
four states including California,
the biggest prize of the night,
and Michael Bloomberg only won
the territory of American Samoa.
Spending more than $500 million
in Super Tuesday states and only
winning one contest, Bloomberg
dropped out and quickly endorsed
Biden.
Elizabeth Warren also dropped
out but signaled she was not
planning on endorsing any
candidate. Warren was Fern’s
pick for president but after the
end of her candidacy, Fern hoped
that “Biden will pick her as his
running mate, especially now
that he has committed to picking
a woman.”
Of this potential Biden-Warren
pairing, Fern said, “I especially
like this pairing because I feel like
the Democratic Party has been
kind of pulled apart between the
more moderate and progressive
wings, and I hope that a pairing
like this could help them build
bridges together and make
actionable change that leads
us forward and helps the most
Americans.”
As the primaries continued,
Joe Biden continued his winning
spree, racking up important
states
and
extending
his
delegate lead over Sanders. On
the other hand, Sanders had
struggled to win states because
of the lost momentum on Super
Tuesday.
		 On March 19, the last
woman in the race, Tulsi Gabbard,
dropped out and endorsed Joe
Biden. Gabbard was considered

a “long-shot,” especially since she
had extremely poor showings in
many primaries.
On April 8, Bernie Sanders
suspended his campaign after
losing plenty of states after Super
Tuesday; this made Joe Biden
the presumptive Democratic
nominee. Because of this, Biden
has racked up three important
endorsements: Bernie Sanders on
April 13, Barack Obama on April
14, and former rival Elizabeth
Warren on April 15. She also has

As we grow closer to Election
Day, Fern expects “ … a pretty
good voter turnout in November,
presuming that we are all able
to go outside again by then,
but maybe this will be the
opportunity to have online
voting actually happen! In all
seriousness I think that both
sides will have a large number of
people who are motivated to try
to have this election go the way
that they want, the big issue, of
course, will be the swing states

“I think that both sides will have a large number
of people who are motivated to try to have this
election go the way that they want.”
-Chris Fern
Social Science Department Chair

told the press that she would be
Biden’s running mate if asked.
House Speaker Nancy Pelosi and
Hillary Clinton both endorsed
Biden on April 27 and 28,
respectively.
The coronavirus pandemic has
also affected the election season.
In total, seven states postponed
their primaries until mid-May
and June in an abundance of
caution so people wouldn’t get
infected with COVID-19.
The states that decided to still
vote amid this disease have taken
extra precautions by wiping down
everything in the polling booths
and having hand sanitizer and
wipes ready for voters to use.
The
Democratic
National
Convention, where the nominee
was to be selected, was postponed
until mid-August instead of midJuly, as of press time.

that decide the presidency.”
Gorog agreed and said, “I
do expect a big voter turnout
in November. A large portion
of the population is sick of the
administration currently in
power. I have some statistics
to back this up. According to
FiveThirtyEight, as of March
19th, 2020, Trump has an
approval rating of 43.3 percent
and a disapproval rating of 52.6
percent.”
“Plus,” he added, “this
election, in my opinion, is the
first general election in which
the country is deeply divided, a
division not seen since the Civil
War era. If these factors are any
indication, there will be long
lines at the polls come Election
Day.”
Voters will have their say in
November.

Voting Information

*Those who will be 18 or older by election day need to register to vote 15 days before the election.
*Those who are 16 or 17, may pre-register to vote, and will automatically be registered to vote by their 18th birthday.

https://registertovote.ca.gov
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VR game lets gamers answer question: What would Jesus do?
By Ian Martin ’20

Virtual reality is the new
frontier of gaming. Many
major and independent game
developers are currently trying
their hand in this field.
The goal of virtual reality
is to immerse the player into
the game and make it feel like
real life. This technology is
still relatively new and it is
constantly being updated to
enhance the experience.
Game developer SimulaM
has been working on a new VR
experience unlike any other
known as, “I Am Jesus Christ.”
In this game, the player will be
in control of Jesus Christ and
perform miracles, exorcisms,
and even have a face off with the
devil in the desert.
There has been some concern,
however, about how this game
may be labeled sacrilegious
because the developers are
adding features like a “realistic
fight with Satan.”
“Any game about Jesus and
using His powers will present
unique difficulties because He
literally has the power to do
anything. For example, if He
battles a demon, it would seem
to show that He and the demon
have the same power or are on
an even footing, which would
definitely conjure up ideas of
heresy and disrespect for God,”

store.steampowered.com
A new virtual reality game allows players to experience the life of Jesus through his miracles.

said religion teacher Joshua
Keeney.
“I think, however, there are
plenty of holes in the lifetime
of Jesus that would allow the
developers a certain artistic
creativity in developing Jesus’
story,” added Keeney.
While the game has yet to be
released, it has been the focus
of some drama. Some Catholics
believe this game needs to be
stopped because the developers
would be profiting off of Jesus’
image just like the “Walking on
Water” Jesus Air Max Nike shoes,
which had Holy Water in them.
“Profiting off the image of

Jesus in this video game should
not present a moral conundrum for
people. Simply using an animated
version of Jesus in this video
game wouldn’t differ from using
an animated version of Jesus in
a cartoon or movie, or one could
even say using the image of Jesus
on a crucifix or religious imagery.
Those items are sold for money
as well, but the intention of the
seller or maker is not simply to
amass a fortune, but to educate
and provide a beautiful piece of
artwork glorifying God, unlike
the ‘Walking on Water’ Jesus Air
Max Nike, which sold holy water
as part of their item and charged

thousands of dollars per pair,”
stated Keeney.
There is a lot of concern about
the release of this game, but
the developers have even stated
that they are actively working to
ensure the players that their game
will be historically accurate. The
development team has even been
traveling to Israel to get the feel
for the landscape and design the
game after the actual locations in
real life.
SimulaM will continue to work
on this game and they are hoping
that their other Biblical game in
development, “Noah’s Ark,” will
not be a source of drama.

PS5 versus Xbox Series X: A new challenger approaches
By Jonathan Godoy ’21

The next generation of gaming
consoles is now in development.
With the constant battle for king
of the hill for the title of best
console, Sony and Microsoft have
announced the PS5 and the Xbox
Series X.
PlayStation,
Xbox,
and
Nintendo have been the three
most prominent consoles, and
since their development they
have evolved greatly.
The Xbox Series X has been
announced to be released around
the holidays in 2020, with the
PS5 following soon after. 		
		 The previous consoles in
the Sony and Microsoft lineups
were the PS4 and the Xbox One,
and each of these had its different
variants. In the battle when these
two were first released in 2013,
the PS4 came out triumphant.
Joseph McAlpin ’21 said, “I
really enjoyed it when the PS4
was first released because I got to
be able to play with all my other
friends and have a lot of fun, so I
am excited to see if the PS5 will

live up to it.”
In
addition,
the
new
generation consoles will be able
to be backwards compatible
with your favorite Xbox one
or PS4 games. Both consoles
will also include a AMD Ryzen
processor and Navi graphics
chipset, which helps load
games a lot faster and easier.
Moreover, the PS5 will
include a solid-state drive in
place of a hard drive, which
will not only make the console
faster, but also increase the
efficiency of the storage system
to house more applications
and games on the console. The
consoles will also make the
move to 4K Blu-Ray player
due to the rise of many new
televisions moving to 4K and to
compliment the TVs.
On the other hand, the Xbox
series X is built more like a
computer tower and resembles
more of a computer-like
system, but still has the same
functionality as the PS5. It is
also universally known in the

Xbox.com

PlayStation.com
gaming community that computer
gaming reigns dominant over
consoles; Xbox trying to resemble

a PC is a sign of the transition
to a more cloud based system for
consoles.
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Superheroes, villains battle for dominance in roller coaster showdown
By Grayson Salomon ’22
and
Cameron Bevan-Abel ’22

Summer is here, and with that
comes fun trips to amusement
parks with friends. A favorite
place for students to visit is Six
Flags Discovery Kingdom in
Vallejo, which has some of the
most thrilling rides available,
including coasters like Medusa,
Joker, and Wonder Woman: Lasso
of Truth.
Medusa is a floorless coaster
and the longest and highest in
Northern California, standing at
3,937 feet with a 150-foot hill drop.
This coaster is really smooth and
will have you screaming at the
top of your lungs. Nevertheless,
it’s super fun, and the first roller
coaster that took away my fear. It
gets a 10 out of 10.
Up next is Joker, a wooden
roller coaster. The coaster sends
you out of the station fast, then
going up a hill that seems like
forever, but don’t look down. This
hill leads to a crazy 78 degree
drop that makes it feel like you
could possibly get launched out of
the seat, but trust us, you won’t.
The drop takes you through
inversions and barrel rolls going
at a max speed of 53 mph. Joker
is a fun ride, but the wait can take
forever. If the line is short, give it
a shot but if it’s super long, come
back later. I give it a good 8 of 10.
Next is another personal
favorite, Wonder Woman: Lasso
of Truth.

This
is
not
your
traditional coaster. It is
essentially a big “swing”
that swings you back
and forth, going at a
max speed of 73 mph
going as high as 147 feet
in the air, leaving you to
feel weightless all while
spinning.
I personally love this
ride, but it tends to give
you a headache or to
make you feel nauseous
after the ride comes to
a stop. I suggest that if
you have a sensitive

Six Flags Discovery Kingdom’s Joker ride is no joke.

Honestly, the Lasso of Truth is not for the faint of heart.
stomach, skip this ride or if you
feel like you can handle it, go
ahead.
Wonder Woman gets a good 10
out of 10.
The Superman ride in Six
Flags Vallejo is an exhilarating

SixFlags.com

and electrifying experience for
all thrill-seekers. Throughout
the park, there are many roller
coasters and rides associated
with a certain superhero or
supervillain, but the Superman
ride might be the closest roller

SixFlags.com

coaster you can get to
feeling like Superman.
Before the ride starts,
you hop in a cramped cart
and you don’t know what to
expect. As the ride starts,
the cart goes through a
tunnel and slowly goes up,
then rushes backward in
a heap past the starting
location. It appears as if
it is going to keep going
backwards, but then in a
full head of steam it rushes
(up to 62 mph) through the
starting location and keeps going
up through a corkscrew, then goes
straight down and hits a speedy
loop-the-loop simultaneously with
another corkscrew.
The ride lasts only for 45
seconds, but the experience will
be remembered and reminisced
for a lifetime.

Toliver’s debut album features a dozen songs for saints and sinners
By Grayson Salomon ’22

Don Toliver released his
anticipated debut album “Heaven
or Hell” on March 13. The
Houston artist first really hit our
ears when he scored a feature on
Travis Scott’s Grammy nominated
“ASTROWORLD”
album
in
2018, on the song “CAN’T SAY,”
leading him to sign to Cactus
Jack Records, Travis Scott’s label,
soon after. Toliver started to gain
popularity after his single, “No
Idea” started to gain popularity
on the social media app “Tik Tok”
causing many to stream the hit.
In
December
2019,
the
anticipated Cactus Jack album
“JACKBOYS” was released. Many
fans said that Toliver “carried”
on the album with songs such
as “HAD ENOUGH,” “GANG
GANG” and “WHAT TO DO.” At
this point, everyone should’ve had
an idea who Toliver was, and now
he was ready to release his debut
album.
“Heaven or Hell” consists of
12 songs with three of said songs
being previously released such as
“No Idea,” “Can’t Feel My Legs,”
and “Had Enough.” Toliver also
released his highly anticipated
song “Cardigan” on the album,

Album cover art by Matthew McCormick
Don Toliver’s debut album is titled Heaven or Hell.
teasing it prior to the album
and even performing it live at
“ASTROWORLD Festival” in
November 2019. The album has
features from Travis Scott, Sheck

Wes, Kaash Paige and two of the
Migos, Quavo and Offset.
Don Toliver sings on most of
the tracks such as “Euphoria”
featuring Travis Scott and

Kaash Paige, and “Company” and
is extremely good at it, leaving you
in a state of “euphoria.”
Other songs such as “Had
Enough,” featuring Quavo and
Offset, and “After Party” have a
more upbeat sound, are extremely
fun to listen to and will have you
up and dancing.
The other songs on the album
are still very good, and all the
songs have great beats, perfect for
hanging out with friends and just
bumping your head to.
Out of 10, I give “Heaven or Hell”
by Don Toliver a good 9.5. This is
because of how catchy some of the
songs are and how I think that he
did well for his debut album. I give
it a -0.5 due to the fact that he put
three songs that were previously
released on his album.
Also, the song “Spaceship,”
which is a good song, was slightly
ruined by Sheck Wes after he tried
to add his own flow and kinda
messed up the song.
Luckily, Toliver did well on
it. Overall, I think this is a
great album and would totally
recommend anyone to listen to it,
and it might appear on my Top 5
Albums of the Year for 2020 at the
end of the year.
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Dimming star Betelgeuse sparks interest among astronomers
By John McQuaid ’22

Within the past months, the
star Betelgeuse has grown
extremely dim, causing some
wild speculation about the
possibility that it is about to go
supernova. Immediately, these
theories were squashed by many
notable astrophysicists, but that
doesn’t mean the dimming we see
is uninteresting.
The star Betelgeuse (commonly
pronounced Beetlejuice) is found
in the armpit of the constellation
Orion. This is where it gets its
name, which comes from Arabic
and could mean one of several
things, including “Armpit of
Orion.” It is considered a variable
star, meaning that its brightness
regularly
and
irregularly
increases and decreases.
Physics teacher Tony Dunn ’82
is unconcerned with the unusual
dimness, stating that the star is
probably fine and the “Media’s not
gonna miss out on an opportunity
to dramatize any kind of story.”
Science Department chair
Colleen O’Rourke also found
the coverage to be unnecessary.
O’Rourke specifically pointed out
that, “at 700 light years away,

Betelgeuse is far enough that
the exploding corona of radiation
will be largely diffused by the
time it reaches our solar system,”
meaning that the explosion will
not affect us on Earth.
Even further, O’Rourke
stated that the dimming of the
star was more likely caused by
a perfectly normal phenomenon.
For example, the star may be
dimming naturally as multiple
dimming cycles coincide, or it
could be a large cloud of gas that
happened to obscure the star
slightly. This is supported by
recent events.
Astronomers Emily Levesque
and
Philip
Massey
have
determined that the star’s
dimming cannot be due to a drop
in temperature. Because the
star has not cooled significantly
enough to explain the dimming,
it is assumed that a cloud of dust
is simply limiting the light we see
from the star.
Regardless, as science teacher
Michael Hickam put it, “all stars
have a shelf life,” and Betelgeuse
will eventually blow.
Unluckily
for
supernova
enthusiasts, most astrophysicists

have put its
remaining life at
100,000 years at
least.
Nevertheless,
some
media
outlets, “got in
on the hype”
as Dunn put
it,
printing
rather dramatic
h e a d l i n e s
that seem to
contradict
the
opinions
of
the
scientific
c o m m u n i t y.
These headlines
are almost all
clickbait,
and
should not be

Photo by Herschel Space Observatory

This infrared photo shows the star Betelgeuse, in the
shoulder of Orion, about to collide with a nearby gas cloud.
taken seriously. Additionally, the
dramatized headlines have begun
dropping off, and more accurate
ones have appeared as new
information surfaces.
As O’Rourke put it, “The death
of stars is the birth of life, since it
creates and scatters the heavier

elements necessary to form the
basis of living things… To see
it happen would be a solemn
reminder that while the life
of our own sun will also end
someday, in its way it may create
something new and wondrous
from the ashes.”

Earth’s uncovered second moon departs from orbit
By Jamar Kittling ’20

Common knowledge dictated
that the Earth had a single
relationship with its one and
only iconic natural satellite, none
other than the Moon. However,
because of increased astronomical
technology
and
observation,
astronomers discovered that this
unique relationship may have
had a recent natural interloper.
On Feb. 15, astronomers
Kacper Wierzchos and Theodore
Pruyne of the Catalina Sky
Survey in Arizona discovered an
object using the Mount Lemmon
Observatory that did not match
anything kept in astronomical
records. After submitting it to
the International Astronomical
Union’s Minor Planet Center
(MPC) and conducting followup observations, it was revealed
on Feb. 25 that the object was
captured into Earth’s orbit three
years ago, making it another
satellite of the Earth.
However, most astronomers
hold back from calling it a fullfledged moon. On astronomical
scales,
the
object,
named
2020 CB3, is extremely small.
According
to
earthsky.org,
scientists estimate its diameter to
be 6 to 12 feet, or around 1.5 to
3.9 meters, about the size of a car,
giving it the designation of “minimoon.” Its small size and dimness
make it visible only to the most
powerful telescopes.
Secondly, because of its
incredibly small size, astronomers
are having trouble definitively
identifying whether it is an

asteroid or man-made object, but
most agree it is of natural origin.
As Physics teacher Tony
Dunn ’82 pointed out, “2020 CD3
was actually discovered a few
weeks before being reported in
the media. Astronomers were
debating whether or not it was an
actual asteroid, or space junk left
over from a space mission.”
Weirchoz told the Atlantic
that its orbit does not match that
of any known man-made object
according to the records of the
MPC. However, to be sure of the
object’s origin, scientists observed
its density.
Dunn
explained,
“Real
asteroids are much more dense
than space junk. Space junk
is easily pushed around by
solar radiation pressure, while
asteroids are not.”
The object does not seem easily
influenced by solar radiation,
suggesting it has the density of an
asteroid rather than space junk.
However, astronomers are
still erring on the side of caution,
as Weirchoz told space.com,
“The possibility it is artificial
still exists, so I am trying to be
cautious with every statement.”
It’s stay is only temporary,
Dunn explained. “Unfortunately,
2020 CD3 was discovered only a
few months before it will escape
orbit. Had it been observed
shortly after capture, we would
have had years to make detailed
observations.”
2020 CD3 is only in Earth’s
orbit temporarily because of its
chaotic orbit due to the pulling

forces of both the Earth and Moon.
Astronomers estimated that 2020
CD3 would leave Earth’s orbit
and return to orbiting the Sun in
April, and it did so on May 6.
Tracking the retreating object’s
orbit is a difficult task that requires
multiple observations over a
course of days for accuracy. Using
his program and the observations
made by astronomers, Dunn was
able to map out an accurate orbit
of the new mini-moon.
“My orbit simulator uses data
provided by several sources:
the Minor Planet Center, Jet
Propulsion
Laboratory,
and
Project Pluto, to construct
position and velocity vectors in
3-dimensional space. It then uses
Newton’s laws of motion and
gravity to advance these vectors
into future or past positions, thus
mapping out entire orbits.”
Wierzchos used Dunn’s orbit
simulator in a tweet after the
announcement of the discovery.
This will be only the second
time an asteroid was discovered
in Earth’s orbit. The first minimoon was discovered in 2006,
also by the Catalina Sky Survey.
Labeled 2006 RH120, it stayed in
orbit until June of 2007.
Both 2006 RH120 and 2020
CD3 are expected to swing by
Earth again. 2006 RH120 makes
close approaches to Earth every 20
years, where it has the potential to
be recaptured. Bill Gray, creator
of the Guide astrometry software
used to track Near-Earth Objects,
tells the Atlantic that our new
planetary interloper will return

back to Earth in 2044, but will
most likely not be recaptured
until the far future.
However, these discoveries
open up the possibility of many
more Temporary Captured Objects
evading our detection, according
to Dunn. “It is theorized that at
any given time, Earth may have
several mini-moons, but they’re
very small, and they spend most of
their time hundreds of thousands
of
kilometers
from
Earth.
Therefore, they go undiscovered.”
Spotting these objects is no
easy task. The Catalina Sky
Survey team hopes that with
advancements
in
technology
these mini moons and Near-Earth
Objects will be discovered more
frequently as countless numbers
may be evading our view.
However, the implications of
the elusive mini-moons introduce
mysteries and hypotheses for the
solar system. One such mystery
is their origin. Dunn argues they
may occasionally impact with the
Earth because of their similar
orbits and close proximity, slowly
depleting their abundance.
“Is something replenishing the
supply of asteroids capable of
being captured into Earth’s orbit?
Some astronomers hypothesize it
may be Lunar ejecta. The Moon
gets hit by asteroids, as evidenced
by all its craters. Ejecta from
these collisions will have Earthlike orbits around the Sun.”
For now, we can appreciate our
one and only completely visible
iconic Moon, and celebrate it for
lighting up the night sky.

Summer 2020

The Crusader
Archbishop Riordan High School

Environment

15

Proposal to plant 20 million trees takes root
By Jamar Kittling ’20
and Mauricio Granera ’23

Last
October,
internet
influencer Jimmy Donaldson,
also known as MrBeast, decided
to plant 20 million trees.
Donaldson, a YouTuber known
for his philanthropy and videos of
his expensive stunts, originally
made the claim to celebrate
reaching 20 million subscribers
on YouTube after his subscribers
suggested it.
To assist with this goal,
Donaldson
partnered
with
former NASA engineer and
fellow YouTuber Mark Rober
and the Arbor Day Foundation,
a
nonprofit
conservation
organization
dedicated
to
planting and caring for trees.
From
this
partnership
spawned the program and
fundraiser TeamTrees, in which
the Arbor Day Foundation has
vowed to plant one tree per U.S.
dollar donated to the website.
The Arbor Day Foundation
started planting trees in January
and plans to finish no later than
December 2022.

TeamTrees.org
TeamTrees came through with its promise to plant 20 million trees.
The fundraiser was remarkably
successful. Since the start of the
fundraiser on Oct. 25, 2019, more
than 800,000 people donated over
$22 million to the TeamTrees
program. MrBeast uploaded a
video on Dec. 28 announcing the
success of TeamTrees and

expressing his gratitude.
According to MrBeast, 20
million trees spaced 8 feet apart
has the potential to wrap around
the circumference of the Earth.
The Arbor Foundation has
strategic projects to plant trees
around the globe. The areas that

are being targeted are ones that
will restore the ecosystem to
benefit the wildlife and people.
Among these projects includes
planting 100,000 trees in the
Willamette Basin in Oregon
and 50,000 trees in the Bladen
Lakes State Forest in North
Carolina, which are already
underway.
Other significant
projects include Australia and
the Amazon Rainforest in Brazil,
which has recently seen massive
conflagrations and deforestation.
A future project includes
California because of the 2018
wildfire season that devastated
much of the state. The Arbor Day
Foundation has plans to plant
100,000 trees between July and
December of this year.
What was a joke turned into
an effort of global proportions.
TeamTrees is still accepting
donations, planting a tree for
every additional dollar. The
current top donor who beat Elon
Musk by a dollar, is billionaire
and entrepreneur Tobi Lutki, who
stated his $1,000,001 donation
was: “For the Lorax.”

Increasing demand for toilet paper wipes out forests
By Lucas Chow ’23

To have or not to have fluffy
toilet paper? That is the question.
According to green campaign
researchers, society’s affection
for delicate, soft, and cloud-like
bathroom toilet paper has led to
a substantial negative impact on
the environment.
While an increasing number
of organizations and companies
are going paperless, less reusable
paper resources are incorporated
into the generation of bathroom
tissue because of consumer
demand for high-quality ultrasoft, thick and fluffy toilet paper.
Thus, pulp manufacturing
is expanding, requiring the
increased utilization of virgin
wood—untreated
pulp
from
forest trees—to manufacture
fluffy toilet paper. It has been
estimated that Americans use an
average of 7 billion rolls of toilet
paper a year.
In addition, a typical tree
provides about 1,000 rolls of
toilet paper, translating to the
deforestation of 7 million trees
just for maintaining our high
standards of bathroom hygiene.
This has created the call
to decrease deforestation to
protect trees and their delicate
ecosystems. Other than providing
wildlife a thriving habitat, trees
are one of the Earth’s most
important consumers of carbon
dioxide. Together, the forests
store more energy than any other
terrestrial ecosystem.
When many trees are cut, the
land generates heat, leading to
increased production of carbon

dioxide levels, causing global
warming. Also, trees are a great
source of oxygen. On average, one
tree produces nearly 260 pounds
of oxygen each year.
Thus,
widespread deforestation causes
a decrease in oxygen, which would
negatively affect the ecosystem
and the environment.
Johnnie Pena Muir ’23 stated,
“I would prefer fluffy toilet paper,
but if it came down to a choice in
saving the environment, I would
choose recycled toilet paper
because using fluffy toilet paper
causes more trees to be cut down.”
Joseph Zuloaga ’23, expressed
a similar opinion: “I’m down for
both, but overall, I would use
fluffy toilet paper because of its
texture. If the number of trees
became relatively limited, then I
would use recycled toilet paper.”
In
comparison,
Michael
Hickam, a biology teacher, stated,
“I myself would prefer recycled
toilet paper because it’s better for
the environment.”
So, what is an environmentally
conscious consumer to do? One
choice is to buy toilet tissue made
from recycled paper. The Natural
Resources
Defense
Council
estimates that if every household
in the United States replaced a
single roll of virgin fiber toilet
paper with a roll from 100 percent
recycled paper, the wood saved
would add up to 423,900 trees.
The drawback is that recycled
paper yields shorter fibers than
virgin wood, making toilet paper
feel coarser and less fluffy.
Recycled toilet paper is also less
costly. For example, on Amazon,

Photo by Jamar Kittling ’20
The demand for toilet paper has threatened forests worldwide.
the cost of Cottonelle fluffy toilet
paper is 41 cents per 100 sheets
compared to 12 cents per 100
sheets for the Scott Recycled
Fiber toilet paper.
Another option to protect
the environment is by donating
to TeamTrees.org where $1
donation leads to the planting of
a tree.
At the beginning of shelterin-place orders because of
the
coronavirus
pandemic,
consumers started to hoard toilet
paper, leaving store shelves bare.
In March, Bloomberg reported,
“Georgia-Pacific has increased
shipments of its Quilted Northern
and Angel Soft brands by about
120 percent above its normal
capacity, according to company
spokesman Eric Abercrombie.”

In addition, “Procter & Gamble
Co. will make as much Charmin as
Americans think they’ll need, said
Rick McLeod, vice president of
product supply for the company’s
family care unit.”
And,
“Kimberly-Clark
Inc.
said its Scott brand will remain
plentiful and that the company is
both accelerating production and
reallocating inventory to meet
demand.”
Bloomberg
also
reported,
“Nielsen data shows sales rose 60
percent in the week ending March
7 — has led to higher retail prices.”
For individual health, and
that of the global community,
environmentalists
recommend
consumers consider switching from
fluffy toilet paper to other options
such as recycled toilet paper.
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New prayer app designed to enhance spirtual connection
By Aidan Murtagh ’20

Developers from Click to
Pray have released a new
interactive rosary bracelet and
an accompanying app that aims
to make prayer easier and more
accessible for users.
The Click to Pray eRosary is
a bracelet that is composed of
10 beads (to represent a decade
of the rosary) that are connected
on each end by a cross, which, as
the Click to Pray website puts it,
symbolizes “the ever enduring
human faith.”
The bracelet is a Bluetooth
device that comes with a free
downloadable app, and the
bracelet’s technological data is
stored within the small cross of
the bracelet. The bracelet and
app guide users through several
variations of the rosary and also
has visual and audio features
to assist users in their prayer.
For example, the app has audio
files that explain the mysteries
in between each decade of the
rosary, better preparing its users
to reflect on this mystery during
the subsequent decade.
The bracelet also serves as
a personal health assistant,
keeping track of daily activity,

including steps taken, calories
burned, and meters traveled.
With its multi-purpose nature,
the bracelet costs a little under
$110 on Amazon’s Italian website.
The bracelet unlocks all
features on the app, but for those
who cannot afford the bracelet,
there are still limited features
offered that help users pray the
rosary.
Joshua Keeney, a Religious
Studies instructor at Archbishop
Riordan High School, shared, “The
app does have usability and allows
the user to keep up with praying
their rosary as well as praying for
the monthly intentions of Pope
Francis. Since the user of this app
would have to buy the e-beads for
the rosary to connect to the app, I
believe there are better options to
support prayer during this time of
quarantine.”
Keeney added, “The app we
already use for many of the religion
classes, Laudate, provides users
with many additional prayers
including an interactive and
audible rosary. Some other prayer
apps include the Pray, which is a
novena app, Formed, which is a
Catholic version of Netflix that

Click to Pray has created an interactive
10-bead rosary bracelet with an app.
has quality movies, books, and
audible prayers. and ClickToPray,
which shows messages from
people
around
the
world
asking and praying for specific
intentions.”
Zachary Phillips ’20 shares
Keeney’s appreciation for the
utility of the app, saying that “The
app was very helpful in making
praying the rosary accessible. In
turn, that has really changed my
life and gave me a boost in my
prayer life. The app I use gives

ClickToPray.org

me descriptions of each mystery
and that was helpful for me
because I was a beginner to
praying the rosary.”
The Click to Pray eRosary
allows anyone to continue their
faith journey through devotion
to Mary.
The rosary provides a way to
reach Jesus through the help of
the Blessed Mother Mary, and
with this new electronic rosary,
she is now more accessible than
ever.

Reunification of Catholic, Orthodox Churches faces roadblock to repairing Great Schism
By Jamar Kittling ’20

According to OrthoChristian.
com, last November, the highest
authority
in
the
Eastern
Orthodox Church, Patriarch
Bartholomew of Constantinople,
announced
that
the
long
awaited reunification with the
Roman Catholic Church is now
inevitable. This comment was
made behind closed doors during
a meeting with abbots at Mt.
Athos in Greece. His reasoning
was that Orthodox Christianity
and Catholicism have no dogmatic
differences.
The divide between the
Eastern Orthodox Church and
the Roman Catholic Church
dates back to the early Middle
Ages. Disagreements concerning
certain doctrines such as filioque,
which stated the Western belief
that the Holy Spirit proceeded
from both the Father and the
Son instead of the Father alone,
caused longstanding conflict
between
the
Roman
pope
and the Eastern patriarchs.
Eventually, this culminated into
Pope Leo IX and the Patriarch
of
Constantinople,
Michael
Cerularius, to excommunicate
each other in 1054 C.E. in an
event known as the Great Schism.
In recent history, ecumenical
efforts have been made to reconcile
this ancient divide and promote
reunification. In 1965, Pope Paul
VI and Patriarch Athenagoras I
revoked the excommunications
left by their predecessors.

Photo by Steven Rissotto ’20
The Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Church on Brotherhood Way.
Today, good relations between
Pope Francis and Patriarch
Bartholomew make reunification
seem like an approaching reality.
However, recent political and
ecclestial conflicts within the
Orthodox Church are dashing
these hopes.
The Eastern Orthodox Church
is dividing over one primary issue:
the recognition of the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church. TheTrupet.com
reports that as a previous part
of the Soviet Union, the Russian
Orthodox Church views Ukraine
as under their jurisdiction.
Therefore, Patriarch Kirill of
Moscow opposes recognition of

the Ukrainian Orthodox Church
as independent.
Tensions sparked when, on
Jan. 5, Patriarch Bartholomew
recognized
the
Ukrainian
Church
as
independent.
Along with the Patriarch of
Constantinople, the Orthodox
Churches of Egypt and Greece
also recognized the Church.
These actions essentially divided
Orthodoxy into two factions: one
that supports the Ukrainian
Orthodox Church and another
that finds its allegiance with
Moscow. These conflicts within
the Orthodox Church coincide
with conflicts between the

Russian Orthodox Church and the
Catholic Church. Angelusnews.
com chronicles the ongoing bad
blood between the Russians
and the Catholics. Ecumenical
attempts have been made by
Pope John Paul II, which include
giving the Madonna of Kazan,
a copy of a sacred relic of the
Russian Orthodox Church, back
to Moscow. Despite these efforts,
the Patriarchate of Moscow still
maintains a hostile relationship
with the Catholic Church.
“The Eastern Orthodox Church
is pretty fractured right now,”
said Adam Kolokotrones ’20, a
member of the Greek Orthodox
Church. “People don’t want to
be ruled by someone away in
Turkey… The parishes are much
more independent.”
Another member of the Greek
Orthodox
Church,
Georgios
Tsokas ’22, believes Christian
reunification is not necessary
because of Christianity’s shared
mission: “At the end of the day,
Jesus’ mission was to spread the
word of God and because the
Orthodox Church believes in God,
I believe it would be fine as is.”
Antony Tartakovskiy ’22, a
member of the Russian Orthodox
Church, supports unification.
“It will be a bigger community.
More people will be able to come
together to practice.”
While Patriarch Bartholomew
is hopeful in his mission to unite
the Christian world, he may be
alone in his optimism.
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Celebrating 70 years of Crusader Brotherhood

1990s: The Trendsetters
By Antonio Maffei ’20

Dr.
Claiborne
Childs
graduated
from
Archbishop
Riordan High School in 1998, and
has been on the frontlines of the
most recent pandemic. Dr. Childs
was born in San Francisco and
grew up in the Ingleside district
near Riordan. His mother was
a principal in the San Francisco
Unified School District while his
father was a SFMTA streetcar
conductor.
During his time at Riordan,
Dr. Childs was heavily involved,
serving as the junior class
president and student body vice

president while being a devoted
member of the National Honor
Society, CSF, the Riordan Band,
the Marianist LIFE Team, and
the African American Student
Union.
He
said,
“My
favorite
memories at Riordan have to be
the junior ring ceremony, making
that cross into upperclassmen,
but the KAIROS retreat may top
that a little bit.”
Dr. Childs credits his success
in the fight against COVID-19
to his skills learned at Riordan
saying, “Riordan has prepared
me a lot, especially in student

leadership, to be
comfortable where
you
are
most
uncomfortable.”
Dr.Childs
brought
those
leadership skills
with him from
Riordan to Yale
where he graduated with a
bachelor’s degree in Biology and
African American Studies. He
then moved on to teach high
school biology in Queens, NY
before going to Georgetown where
he earned his medical degree.
In light of COVID-19, Dr.

Childs has been providing care for
multiple patients who are freshly
coming out of the Intensive Care
Unit in Philadelphia.
Dr. Childs had one thing to
say in regards to graduating from
Archbishop Riordan High School,
“I’m a proud alumnus.”

states when his
deployment was
over, he noticed
a divide in the
country with the
way the war was
being covered.
Conclara said, “After the
invasion of Iraq in 2003, my
deployment in 2006, and the
years after, I really noticed
the difference in reporting and
programming between cable
news like Fox versus CNN,
versus MSNBC.”
As a result, he decided to
pursue a career in broadcasting
and journalism, earning a
Bachelor’s degree in Broadcast
and Communication Arts with
an emphasis on Broadcast
Journalism from San Francisco
State University.

“I wanted to be part of this field
to try and keep some sanity among
the American people,” Conclara
said. “I did not like how there was
this division among Americans
being caused by these opinionated
anchors.”
When his internship at ABSCBN International was over, he
was hired by the company to cover
his Filipino heritage full-time.
Recently, Conclara launched “The
Last Piece Podcast,” where he
interviews Filipino influencers.
The podcast can be found on
Spotify and SoundCloud.

D u r i n g
his time in
Oklahoma, he
achieved
the
basic training in
what Go called,
a “rigorous” 54
week training program. One of
the basic skills he learned was
how to fly four feet away from
another aircraft. In the end,
it was all worth it, as he was
awarded “wings of silver.”
Before getting the honor of
flying the prestigious F-15, he
was sent to Wichita Falls, where
he had his first official taste
of the fighter pilot tactics and
culture. After returning back to
Oklahoma and two and a half
years later, he was sent to the
493rd fighter squadron, or “The
Grim Reapers,” in the United
Kingdom where he is stationed.
Go said, “My motivation for
getting up every day is the fellow

Airmen and women I serve with.
Actually, it was quite comparable
to the ‘Brotherhood’ that I
experienced at Riordan. Being a
first generation American, first
generation service member and
aviator, intimidating was an
understatement.”
Even after everything he has
learned, Go always circles back to
Riordan.
“The
Brotherhood
that
was formed during my time is
something I have yet to experience
again,” Go said. “Although the
military does scratch that itch,
nothing truly compares to the
bonds made and solidified during
my time at Riordan.”

2000s: The Innovators
By Steven Rissotto ’20

Rommel Conclara ’03 is
a reporter and Bay Area news
correspondent
for
Balitang
America, an ABS-CBN network
product. Prior to his career as
a broadcaster and journalist,
Conclara enlisted in the United
States Marine Corps, serving a
tour of duty in Iraq in 2006.
He flourished as a student,
involving himself in a number of
clubs and activities.
“I was an all-around student,”
Conclara remembered. “I was
an active member of the Pilipino
American Coalition (PAC) and
founding member of its tinikling
performing team.”
It was then that he embraced
his Filipino culture, which he
took with him to his career in
the media. Conclara was also a
varsity cross-country runner and
track star. In the band he shined,

playing the flute. During his
senior year, he was student body
vice president.
In
September,
Conclara
returned to the Riordan community
to lead the annual fall Kairos for
seniors. As a student, he was also
very involved in Campus Ministry
and the LIFE team.
To say that Conclara was an
outgoing student would be an
understatement. Directly after his
high school graduation, he knew
he was destined to help people.
During the second semester
of his senior year, tensions in the
Middle East were heating up.
The United States of America and
three other countries invaded Iraq,
which prompted the beginning of
a war that lasted more than eight
years. Conclara made a decision
to enlist in the United States
Marines Corps to help serve the
country. Upon coming back to the

2010s: The Visionaries
By Steven Rissotto ’20

Abe Go ’12 is an active duty
officer serving in the United
States Air Force as a fighter
pilot flying an F-15 Eagle. He
is currently stationed at RAF
Lakenheath in the United
Kingdom. As a result of his
active duty, Go has had the jaw
dropping opportunity to travel
around the world, to countries
like Iceland, Spain, Italy, and the
Netherlands, and over almost all
50 states in the US.
As a matter of fact, travel
and change are not new to Go.
From scoring a game-winning
layup during his first freshman
year basketball game against St.
Joseph Notre Dame High School
to performing with the band
during the San Francisco Giants
World
Series
championship
parade in 2010 down Market
Street, Go has had his fair share
of the Riordan experience.
Reminiscing about his time as
a Crusader, Go stated,

“Riordan was without a doubt,
one of the best decisions that I
made. The school allowed me
multiple avenues to focus on
skills in which I lacked in middle
school. Not only was I able to
focus academically, but I also
played multiple sports, led the
marching band, and participated
in Campus Ministry.”
Post-Riordan, Go was off to
the University of California
at Berkeley’s
Air
Force
Reserve Officers’ training corps
detachment program. Shortly
after receiving his commission,
he was assigned to Vance Air
Force Base in Oklahoma for
undergraduate pilot training.
“Being born and raised in the
Bay Area, I really did not know
what to expect, especially moving
out to Oklahoma,” Go remembers.
“However, it was those men and
women, hearing their stories,
that gave me the utmost respect
for them.”
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Past decade’s legends remembered for contributions to sports, art, science, literature
previous week.

By Joseph Zuloaga ’23

We lost many celebrities this
past decade. Many actors and
singers, among others, died in the
decade of the 2010s.
Music
An iconic singer from the
1970s, David Bowie, was born
in England in 1947. He formed
his first band when he was 15
years old and played guitar-based
rock and roll. His first hit was the
song “Space Oddity” in 1969. He
was inducted into the Rock and
Roll Hall of Fame in 1996. Bowie
impacted the world by making it a
more diverse place, both literally
and figuratively. He died of
cancer on Jan. 10, 2016, two days
after releasing his final album,
Blackstar (2016).
Whitney Houston, also known
as “The Prom Queen of Soul,” was
also a famous figure we lost in this
past decade. She was born in 1963
in New Jersey. She released her
debut album at the age of 22 and
scored three No. 1 singles. She is
known as one of the best-selling
female artists of all time — and
one of the most popular musical
acts of the 1980s and 1990s. One
of her famous hits is “I Wanna
Dance with Somebody” released
in 1987. A fan of ’80s music, Band
teacher Kyle Hildebrant, stated,
“Whitney Houston is a big part of
that ’80s sound. Without her, the
’80s would not sound the same.
She definitely had an impact and
was very popular, considering
her first four or five albums sold
over 80 million copies each. It is
unfortunate that she suffered
from substance abuse during that
’90s into the 2000s, however she
surprisingly did not let that get in
the way of her career.” Whitney
Houston died from accidental
drowning in a hotel on Feb. 11,
2012.
Prince was born in Minnesota
in 1958, as Prince Rogers Nelson.
His early music career saw the
release of his albums Prince, Dirty
Mind, and Controversy, which
drew attention for their fusion
of religious and sexual themes.
Proof of Prince’s successful career
is that he is a seven-time Grammy
winner. Because of his success,
the music careers of other singers
were impacted, including Justin
Timberlake, Pharrell, and Gwen
Stefani. Prince died on April 21,
2016, from an accidental drug
overdose.
Entertainment
Robin
Williams
was
born in Illinois in 1951. After
developing his style as a standup comedian, Williams landed his
own television show, “Mork and
Mindy,” and moved into leading
parts in films like “Popeye.” He
played numerous film roles, and

Wikimedia Commons
Maya Angelou, Dwight Clark, Steve Jobs, Nelson Mandela, Prince,
and Robin Williams were some of the legends we lost in the 2010s.
after three previous nominations, Bloopers and Practical Jokes,
he won an Academy Award for among others. One of his most
best supporting actor in the film famous shows, Dick Clark’s New
“Good Will Hunting.” “I use Robin Year’s Rockin’ Eve, began in 1972
Williams in my Acting class, as and is still running every year
an example of amazing vocal on Dec. 31 with Ryan Seacrest
elements when in the studio, currently hosting. Clark died on
recording for animations,” said April 18, 2012, at age 82.
Drama teacher Valerie O’Riordan.
“He is also an inspiration in
Sports
terms of the range of work he
Muhammad
Ali,
“The
did in his career. Comedy and Greatest,”
born
in
1942,
improv was definitely his strong became one of the most famous
suit, but he was also a master professional boxers of the 20th
of drama (“Patch Adams,” “Good century. He became an Olympic
Will Hunting,” “Good Morning gold medalist in 1960 and the world
Vietnam”) and that depth in his heavyweight boxing champion
work often seemed to catch us in 1964. He was diagnosed with
off-guard, as we were so used to Parkinson’s disease in 1984. In
his comic genius. Every time I his retirement, Ali devoted much
head north over the Golden Gate of his time to philanthropy. Ali
Bridge I say a little ‘hello’ to the had nine children, including boxer
man I remember as Mork on the Laila Ali. He supported many
‘Mork and Mindy Show’, back foundations including the Makein the late ’70s. The Rainbow A-Wish foundation. Even though
Tunnel is dedicated to Williams, he is not a huge boxing fan,
so people the world around are Strength and Conditioning coach
reminded of his sweet soul when Ryan Jones ’09 said, “Ali was
they pass through. I’m sure that more than just one of the greatest
stand-up comedians are inspired boxers to ever live, he used his
by him and how he could think platform and fame to stand up
of crazy and funny things off the against social, political and racial
top of his head and leave people injustice. He was a juggernaut
laughing and laughing. Finally, in the ring, winning multiple
he had a serious impact on those heavyweight titles, putting him
who suffer from depression and amongst the greatest to ever step
seem to be the ‘life of the party’ into the ring. He stood up for
but have painful demons that racial discrimination and openly
haunt them, deeper than what we protested against the Vietnam
see on the surface of their genius.” war.” Muhammad Ali died in 2016
In August of 2014, Williams because of a respiratory issue.
was found dead in his home in
Tiburon, California.
Willie McCovey, known as
“Stretch,” “Mac,” and “Willie Mac”
Stan Lee was born in NYC played with the San Francisco
in 1922. A comic-book creator, Giants as a first baseman for
he co-launched superheroes like 19 seasons. Among many other
the Fantastic Four, Spider-Man, awards, he was a 6-time All-Star
Doctor Strange, and the X-Men and 3-time National League home
for Marvel Comics. Stan Lee went run leader. He was inducted into
on to work for the company that the National Baseball Hall of
would eventually become Marvel Fame in 1986. When the Giants
Comics. He died on Nov. 12, 2018. were playing in Candlestick Park,
McCovey launched 231 home
Born in 1929, Dick Clark runs, the most hit in that park by
was a TV personality known for any player. McCovey died in 2018
the shows American Bandstand, at Stanford Hospital after being
$25,000 Pyramid and TV’s
hospitalized for an infection the

Dwight Clark was a wide
receiver who played nine seasons
with the San Francisco 49ers.
He was part of the 49ers first
two Super Bowl championship
teams. He had a total of 506
receptions and 6,750 receiving
yards during his career. Clark
caught the famous pass from
Joe Montana during the NFC
Championship game against the
Cowboys in 1981. Immortalized
as “The Catch,” this propelled
the 49ers to their first Super
Bowl championship. The cause of
the death for Dwight Clark was
ALS, also known as Lou Gehrig’s
disease.
Literature
JD Salinger was a writer who
is best known for his novel The
Catcher in the Rye. The book was
published in 1951 and became
an immediate popular success.
It was widely read despites its
controversial themes. He followed
this by a short story collection and
novellas. Salinger died in 2010 at
age 91 from natural causes.
Maya Angelou was a poet,
singer, memoirist, and Civil Rights
activist. She published seven
autobiographies, three books of
essays, several books of poetry,
and is credited with a list of plays,
movies, and television shows
spanning over 50 years. The first
of her autobiographies, I Know
Why the Caged Bird Sings (1969),
tells of her life up to the age of
17 and brought her international
recognition and acclaim. Her
books center on themes such
as racism and family. “Maya
Angelou was very impactful in
the field of literature because her
style of writing is straightforward
and can be understood by many.
She is also socially influential in
terms of being a powerful, and
yet, still relatable public figure.
She did much public speaking
and her addresses were positive
and inspirational. She left behind
a prolific legacy, which will
continue to be honored,” stated
English Department Chair Mary
Dalton. Angelou died in 2014 at
age 86 due to poor health.
Toni Morrison was a novelist,
essayist, book editor, and college
professor. Her first novel, The
Bluest Eye, was published in
1970. Then, Song of Solomon
(1977) brought her national
attention and won the National
Book Critics Circle Award. She
won the Pulitzer Prize for her
book Beloved, and the Nobel
Prize in Literature in 1993. She
earned the Presidential Medal of
Freedom from President Obama.
She died in 2019 in NYC.

Please see “Legends”
on page 20
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Ice cream stores melting under economic pressure
By Andrei Lynch ’22

Summer is here and in
anticipation of the hot summer
days, unless you live in San
Francisco, people are starting
to think about cooling off with a
delicious scoop of ice cream once
the shelter in place orders are
lifted.
There’s bad news for those
planning to go to Shaws, an ice
cream parlor in West Portal.
Shaws closed in February after
its 89 year reign. The store was
located at 122 West Portal.
Douglas Shaw, the founder of
Shaws, opened the store in 1931
under the name “Karamel Korn.”
Shaw would eventually open 40
stores all over the Bay area. The
West Portal Shaws was the last
remaining one in the Bay Area.
According to San Francisco
Eater, “SFist commenters say
that in recent years, Shaws has
‘been experiencing a slow and
painful demise,’ with empty
shelves and stock that was less
than fresh. But now, the shop is
nearly empty, its phone number
is disconnected, and a ‘for rent’
sign is on the door.”
Shaws was a hotspot for ice
cream enthusiasts, and also
served truffles, fudge, and
amazing milkshakes. Shaws was
an amazing place, and customers
clearly remember the feeling of
just stepping into the shop.
Susan Sutton, English and
journalism teacher said,
“It
always smelled sweet! It was
like I found a Golden Ticket and
was stepping into Willy Wonka’s
Chocolate Factory.”
Ice cream parlors have
come and gone in the Bay Area.
Among the many favorites that
have left are Baskin Robbins,
which
had
many stores in
San
Francisco,
including ones in
West Portal and
the
Excelsior.
Those stores are
also gone, with
the only Baskin
Robbins in the
area being the
one in Daly City’s
Westlake.
F o r m e r
Excelsior Baskin
Robbins employee
and
Riordan
alumnus Ernesto
Castillo ’87 said,
“It was my first
real job when
I was a junior
at
Riordan.
I
learned a lot about
responsibility and
as you might imagine, a lot
about ice cream and the various
flavors.”
While these are gone, there
are others that remain strong
like St. Francis Fountain

(formerly St. Francis Creamery)
in the Mission, open since 1918.
Recently however, Peter Hood,
the owner, stated that the parlor
may close indefinitely because
of unfair treatment of small
businesses in this City.
According to SF Gate, Hood
said, “We were already undergoing
an extinction level event for small
businesses, first in metropolitan
areas, and spreading out across
California,” and also stated “We
could survive a pandemic. The
deeper question is why? Why
even try in a city that has been
actively driving small businesses
out of business for over a decade?”
When you walk into St. Francis
it looks like “something out of
the 1950s” according to Armando
Castillo, Spanish teacher. He also
stated that he liked St. Francis

Photo by Grayson Salomon ’22
Mitchell’s Ice Cream continues to scoop out delicious frozen desserts.

because of “the people
that worked there. They
are friendly and nice
and of course for the ice
cream.”
Others
include
Smittens, a popular
place on Valencia Streeet
which originally opened
in
2007.
Smittens’
website
states,
“We
started by inventing our
own ice cream machine
— the only one of its
kind that can churn the
freshest, creamiest scoop
right in front of you in 90
seconds.Then we made
sure our ingredients are
just as fresh.”
Mitchell’s, a family
business on San Jose
Photo by Christian Ramirez Cortes ’22 Avenue, not too far from
Riordan, has been open
St. Francis Fountain is the oldest ice cream store in San Francisco.
are an everyday occurrence, but
according to Castillo, this happens
“because it is so good.”
Ghirardelli was founded in
1852 in San Francisco and has
stores located all over the US. The
store is known for its chocolate,
but also has ice cream. The store
is famous worldwide.
Ice cream parlors struggle
to keep up with the availability
of buying ice cream in major
markets, so Mitchell’s makes
its products available in local
stores. During the shelter-inplace because of the coronavirus,
a Mitchell’s employee stated, “Ice
cream is more popular than ever
now since we are in a crisis and
people love to take comfort in
a bowl of refreshing ice cream.
There is nothing like a little
sweetness to calm the nerves.”
Ice cream is a beloved treat for
any age, and can turn a bad day
Photo by Ian Martin ’20
into a good day.
Although many stores have
Shaws in West Portal recently closed after 89 years.
closed, many remain. Jalen
Woods ’22 said, “It’s a nice cold
treat on a hot day, or even a cold
day, it doesn’t matter.”
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Death of Riordan alumnus shrouded in mystery
By Steven Rissotto ’20

It’s always a difficult task to
plan a high school reunion. Some
people may be living in different
areas, living busy lives, or even
not willing to attend altogether.
For Riordan’s 1976 planners,
there is always someone missing
for a reason not completely
known.
In 1988, Riordan alumnus
Lester Garnier was a freshfaced 30-year-old working as an
undercover vice cop for the San
Francisco Police Department.
Well-liked by his friends and coworkers, Garnier’s reputation
and image as an undercover cop
was shaped by his unsuspecting
mustache and ability to succeed
in difficult situations, like
working in vice, which included
prostitution and drug cases. He
was destined for greatness in his
field, many believed, and he had
a unique way of thriving.
On the morning of July 11,
1988, Garnier was found dead
in a Walnut Creek parking lot.
It was abrupt and unlikely,
especially since he was still
seatbelted into his blue Corvette.
When a local security guard
found the disturbing scene, he
called Garnier’s colleagues to
take a look.
As backup arrived, so did the
morning light. Investigators
determined that Garnier was
shot to death with an AMT-380,
and it wasn’t any simple crime.
This appeared like an executionstyle act right off the bat. Right
away, the assumptions, theories,
rumors, and speculations of what

“Legends,”
continued from page 18
Science and Technology
Steve Jobs was a business
magnate, industrial designer,
investor, and media proprietor. He
was the chairman, CEO and cofounder of Apple Inc., the chairman
and majority shareholder of Pixar,
a member of The Walt Disney
Company’s board of directors
following its acquisition of Pixar,
and the founder, chairman, and
CEO of NeXT. Jobs presented
the iPhone to the world on June
29, 2007. He resigned as CEO of
Apple in 2011 because of health
issues after he was diagnosed
with cancer. Antonio Maffei ’20
said,“Steve Jobs has changed the
way we use technology. He made it
more simple but yet effective. Not
only did he do that, but he also
innovated the movie industry with
Pixar. Jobs forever changed music,
animated movies, smartphones,
personal computing, and retailing
industries. Apple continues to
put out products that Steve
worked on before he passed and
will continue his revolutionary
legacy.” Jobs died in 2011 due to
neuroendocrine cancer, six weeks
after stepping down from Apple.

Photo by Lance Yearbook 1976

Lester Garnier 1958 - 1988
happened arose, but have never
been resolved.
Again, Garnier had experience
working on a couple of different
cases regarding prostitution, so
the first assumption was that one
of his former suspects had some
kind of grudge against him. It’s
possible, one theory proposed, that
the undercover detective angered
someone when they found out the
truth of his occupation.
Undercover officers have the
opportunity to see civilian life
more in-depth than on-duty public
officers who may make some of
the accused uneasy. Garnier’s
nonchalant attitude was a clear

indication that he was ideal for
the position.
There were a couple of theories
as to who might have wanted
Garnier dead, and why, but
they have remained just that—
theories.
So what happened to Lester
Garnier and who was responsible
for the shooting of a young man
with a bright future in the law
enforcement industry?
The most realistic and logical
suspect, according to the Walnut
Creek
Police
Department
website, was was a woman
named Catherine Kuntz, who was
allegedly working in Concord as a

Steven Hawking was an
English theoretical physicist,
cosmologist, and author who was
director of research at the Centre
for Theoretical Cosmology at the
University of Cambridge at time
of his death. Hawking was
the first to set out a theory of
cosmology explained by a union
of the general theory of relativity
and quantum mechanics. He
was the Lucasian Professor of
Mathematics at the University
of Cambridge between 1979
and 2009. His health declined
in 2018 and his resting place is
Westminster Abbey in London.

NASA scientist.”
She
was
awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom in 2015 by Barack
Obama. She was portrayed by
Taraji P. Henson in the 2016 film
“Hidden Figures.” Johnson died
in February at age 101.

Katherine Johnson was
an American mathematician
whose calculations of orbital
mechanics as a NASA employee
were critical to the success of the
first and subsequent U.S. crewed
spaceflights. During her 35-year
career at NASA, she earned a
reputation for mastering complex
manual calculations and helped
pioneer the use of computers to
perform the tasks. The space
agency noted her “historical
role as one of the first AfricanAmerican women to work as a

Heroes
Neil Armstrong was an
American
astronaut
and
aeronautical engineer, and the
first person to walk on the Moon.
He was also a naval aviator, test
pilot, and university professor.
His famous words on the Moon
were, “That’s one small step
for man, one giant leap for
mankind.” Jamar Kittling ’20
stated, “Armstrong had an
immense contribution to the field
of astronomy. Neil Armstrong
and Edwin Aldrin’s success in the
Apollo 11 mission secured a victory
in the Space Race, bolstering
NASA’s reputation and opening
up the possibility for future space
missions and endeavors that had
more discoveries. Armstrong’s
pioneering
leadership
and
initiative assisted in securing the
future of space exploration.” He
died in 2012 at age 82.

prostitute around the same time
as Garnier’s detective work.
When a report was released 20
years later, Kuntz’s fingerprints
appeared as a partial match.
That was enough evidence,
right? Not so fast. Kuntz was
never charged by Contra Costa
prosecutors because of the
partiality of the print. That didn’t
mean Kuntz was off the hook. In
later years, she was serving in a
Florida jail for cocaine possession
and a failed test. In 2009, she
was deported back to her home
country of Scotland.
According to ABC7 News,
Walnut Creek Police Lt. Tim
Schultz said in a news conference
in the early 2000s, “We don’t have
a motive. We have no murder
weapon.”
The Walnut Creek Police
Department considers this an
open case. Anyone who has
information is encouraged to call
WCPD at 925-943-5868.
In addition, San Francisco
has offered a reward of $250,000
for any information that leads
to the arrest and prosecution of
the person(s) responsible for the
murder of Officer Lester Garnier.
This is a prime example of a
cold case—one that is looked into
every once and a while, but is
never solved. It may continue to
be that way for 30 more years, but
we’ll never know for sure.
We do know one thing:
graduates of the Class of 1976 will
continue to have an empty seat at
the table for one of their own, a
man who was simply trying to do
his job, and trying to do it well.

Nelson Mandela was a
South African anti-apartheid
revolutionary, political leader,
and philanthropist who served
as President of South Africa from
1994 to 1999. He was the country’s
first black head of state and the
first elected in a fully democratic
election. His government focused
on dismantling apartheid. After
leading a campaign against the
government, he was arrested
and sentenced to life but was
released in 1990 after mounting
international pressure. Mandela
died in 2013 in South Africa.
John Glenn was a Marine
Corps aviator, engineer, astronaut,
businessman, and politician. He
was the first American to orbit
the Earth, circling it three times
in 1962. Following his retirement
from NASA, he served from
1974 to 1999 as a United States
senator from Ohio, and, in 1998,
flew into space again at age 77 in
Space Shuttle Discovery. Glenn,
the oldest and the last surviving
member of the Mercury Seven,
died in 2016 at the age of 95.
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Riordan Athletics to offer nine sports for incoming girls
By Sebastian Elsner ’23

Starting in the fall of 2020,
girls will be a part of the Riordan
community in every way, and this
includes sports.
In the fall, Riordan will offer
tennis, cross country, volleyball,
and golf. In the winter, soccer,
basketball, and wrestling. Spring
sports available in 2021 will be
track and field and swimming.
According to Athletic Director
Bob Greene, “For the first year, the
girls will play as an independent
in many of the team sports
(Volleyball, Basketball, Soccer,
Tennis) and compete within the
WCAL in individual type sports
(Golf, Cross Country, Track &
Field, Wrestling).”
For the most part, single-person
sports might not have any conflict.
For the team sports, there will
be some changes, like managing
time and field or court space for
several teams, but the athletic
department is working to ensure
that all Crusader athletes have
the same experience representing
the Purple and Gold.

Illustration by Kotas Pantaleoni Architects
This illustration of the women’s locker room by Tony Pantaleoni ’70
shows the design for one aspect of the new multi-room athletic facility.
As for managing time and
space, Brian Kelly, Dean of
Student Affairs, said, “There will
have to be some rearrangements
of schedules, and looking at
outside facilities to make sure all
our teams had a place to practice.
The Archbishop Riordan Athletic
Program will always strive to
make sure every team is treated
with fairness.”

Greene added, “No doubt
managing practice space will be a
challenge. We’ll use the space we
have as much as humanly possible
and operate off models other coed
schools have used previously that
we’ve evaluated.”
With a new field, revitalized
gym, and remodeled locker rooms
for all athletes, Greene noted,
“Athletics play a vital role in a

student’s high school experience,
so it will be important that we
offer our girls a solid athletic
experience to help make the coed
transition that much better for
them as new members of our
school community.”
He added, “With that thought,
we are striving to reach that goal
in the same way we have over the
years with male athletics —create
an inclusive, family environment,
get great coaches and staff to
teach them, meet them where
they are, help them grow, and
provide each girl a platform to
have fun and be challenged to
have a great experience and reach
their potential.”
Track and field athlete Coral
Shafer ’21 said, “I’m excited to
meet new teammates and train
with a new coach.”
Claire Ibalio ’22, who plans
to participate on the tennis and
swim teams, said, “I am excited
for the new opportunities and
experiences, and having the
ability to make an impact for
future girls at Riordan.”

Cole catapults his way to pole vaulting success
By Jordan Maralit ’21

Cole Anderson ’22 attended
the Main National Pole Vault
Summit, which was organized by
UCS Spirit that took place on Jan.
18 to 19 at Reno-Sparks Livestock
Events Center.
The event featured the best
vaulters in the United States, who
were encouraged to raise their
personal best, and learn how to
do this by attending sessions from
top coaches.
Anderson was grateful for
the opportunity that was given
to him. He said, “My experience
at the 2020 National Pole Vault
Summit was like no other. I was
surrounded by so many people
who shared the same passion
as me. I got to learn from other
coaches, do things out of my

comfort zone, and vault, which is
what I love most.”
Anderson said that his main
influence was a 2019 graduate
who encouraged him to do pole
vaulting. He continued, “I started
pole vaulting because Patrick
O’Brien said I should try it. I had
no idea what pole vaulting was,
but I do not know what I would
be doing without it. Within an
hour of the first practice I fell in
love with it and I would never go
back.”
He added, “Being the only
Riordan student at the convention
made me feel lonely because
nobody else was there, but after
only being there for a couple
Photo provided by Cole Anderson ’22
hours I met so many people part
of the pole vaulting family that Cole Anderson ’22 met Armand “Mondo” Duplantis, world record
holder for the pole vault, at the National Pole Vault Summit in Reno.
made me feel at home.”

Tokyo to host 2020 Summer Olympic Games in 2021
By Michael Conefrey ’21

After initially stating that the 2020
Olympic Games in Tokyo, Japan would
not be canceled due to the emerging
coronavirus outbreak,the International
Olympic Committee has gone back on
their statement and officially postponed
the 32nd Games of the Olympiad until
2021.
The IOC delayed their announcement
for longer than most expected,
considering almost every major sporting
event had been officially canceled or
postponed weeks before. The Italian
Olympic Committee, which is the
governing body for all Italian Sporting
leagues, was the first western nation
to cancel all of their Athletic events,
most notably Serie A, the Italian first
tier soccer division. The NBA was the
first American professional league to
postpone their season after the Utah

Olympic.org
The 2020 Tokyo Olympics is postponed until 2021.

Jazz’s star center Rudy
Gobert tested positive for
the virus, and every major
sporting league has since

followed suit.
This is not the first time
the Olympics have been
postponed, or even the first

time the Tokyo Olympics have been
canceled. Both the Winter and
Summer Olympics were scheduled
to be held in Japan in 1940, but the
Japanese invasion of China in 1937
prompted the IOC to cancel Japan’s
rights to host the games. Japan
eventually got the opportunity to
host the 15th Olympiad in 1964.
The IOC’s announcement came
days after the Canadian Olympic
Committee said they would not
send athletes to Japan unless the
games were postponed until 2021.
Australia’s
Olympic
Committee
followed up Canada’s announcement
by pulling out all of their athletes. If
the IOC had not decided to postpone
the games, it is presumed that many
other nations would have followed in
Australia and Canada’s footsteps.
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Senior golfers tee off on the green for final time
By Massimo Hoffmann ’20

In March 2020, the country
was effectively restricted from
having events that would bring
big crowds due to COVID-19. This
meant that all schools would be
closed as well as athletics, which
accounts for a big part of student
athletes’ lives.
The 2020 school year started
out for many on a good note.
Football was in full effect, and
a promising basketball season
was expected for Riordan. Then,
Photo collage by Chris Constantine
schools nationwide closed in A trio of golfers from the Class of 2020 represented Riordan’s golf team.
March, leaving thousands of
spring athletes without a sport
“I was feeling really good about
to compete in during their senior had lost something.
One
senior
on
the
Riordan
the
season. We had some new
year.
golf
team,
Aidan
Horgan
’20,
was
teammates
who really made us
The pandemic left many
athletes wondering what to do hoping for a good season before the better as a whole and there was
a good chance we would win a
next as it has taken a whole pandemic changed everything.
Aidan,
a
four-year
golfer
at
few matches this season,” said
season away from seniors who
had something to prove this year. Riordan, was awaiting his senior Horgan.
This was a feeling that many
For many, it came as a shock, year to shine and finally show
what
he’s
been
working
on
for
the
seniors
faced. Horgan, being one
and even for those not playing at
past four years.
of the more influential seniors,
a college level still felt that they

was able to work with the team
and show many the ropes and
why he loves the game.
“Throughout
this
entire
experience I have learned how
important golfing is to me. During
quarantine, I realized how great
of an opportunity I have had
playing at amazing courses, that I
may never play on again,” he said.
This statement highlights
what most athletes truly lost in
this time of crisis and for athletes
like Horgan, who won’t continue
playing in the fall, their time was
cut short. Although he will not
be playing golf in college, this
Crusader will be attending SF
State in the fall to continue his
studies and play golf on the side.
“I probably won’t play on a
school team, but will definitely
play golf as an extracurricular.”
While the pandemic ruined the
season, it did not ruin his love for
the game.

Crusader tennis team calls game, match, set
By Ethan Vargas ’23

After the 2019 season, the
Archbishop Riordan Tennis team
was looking to start the new
2020 season successfully. Due to
the cancellation of all sporting
events because of the COVID-19
pandemic, they were not able to
play.
Cristopher Navarrete ’20, a
member of the tennis team, said,
“I am disappointed that the

season had to end the way it
did, because it was the time of
the year that I was really looking
forward to, since it’s when I’m
the most involved in school.”
Even
though
Cristopher
doesn’t feel that he has left a
mark on the team, his leadership
role has led the team a long way.
He stated, “I am grateful that
I got the chance to say I was
involved.” For now, with the

season over, he says that he’s been
holding on and hopeful that the
future will turn things around for
the team.
Cristopher looks back at how far
he and his teammates have come.
“I couldn’t tell how well everyone
was playing during the times we
were at games or practices,” he
mentioned, “but throughout the
seasons everyone has improved
and found their places on the

team.” He went on to say, “Seeing
how far everyone has come, I can
say that I’m sure the tennis team
will have more success in the next
season.”
While all sporting events at
Riordan have shut down for the
rest of the school year, everyone
is hopeful for even better seasons
to come as we rise out of this
pandemic and come out looking
forward to a brighter future.

Riordan’s two-member swim team dives under the radar
By Jordan Noeuku ’21

Increasing opportunities
arise as Riordan High School
increases extracurricular activity
opportunities, enabling students
to be involved in the community
while bonding with their friends
and
classmates.
With
the
introduction of the swimming
club this spring, students found a
new way to be involved and learn
new skills.
Julián Moll ’21, the captain of
the team, said, “Swimming, to me,
has always seemed relaxing and
somewhat of a stress reliever. I’ve
enjoyed competitive swimming
since I was around 10 years old,
but I stopped swimming freshman
year since Riordan didn’t offer
swimming as a team sport.”
Moll added, “However, at the
beginning of my junior year, I
decided to speak with the Athletic
Director about letting me swim
competitively for Riordan and
that’s how this club started.
Mercy SF had a swim team and
due to their closure, there is talk
of a Riordan swim team next
year.”
He also said, “The club doesn’t
practice together. We actually
practice with our private club

teams, which are away from
school. I can’t speak for the
other members of the club, but I
practice five days a week for two
hours. For competitions, I would
attend the meets with the SHC
team. Meaning, I would follow
their schedule and go to their
competitions against other teams.
I’ve only had one competition so
far and it was SHC vs. Bellarmine.
However, I was placed in some of
the varsity events for Riordan.”
Moll said, “What I’m most
thrilled for is the possibility of
transforming this club into a
team next year.”
Dean of Student Affairs
Brian Kelly said, “We will have
a swim team next year (men’s
and women’s). We currently have
two swimmers on our team and
we partner with the SHC Swim
Program where our swimmers
practice with the Irish.”
He added, “We will welcome
more swimmers to come out next
year. If our numbers grow to the
point where we outgrow our partnership with SHC, we will explore
hiring our own coach and look for
a pool to practice in.”
Kyle Xiao ’23 said, “I joined the
swim club because my sister,

Krystal
Xiao-Rao,
participates in SI’s
Women’s Swimming.
She encouraged me to
partake in high school
swimming.”
“So far, I have
had only one meet
and it was so much
fun. It was against
Bellarmine and SHC.
I swam the 100 Back
and 200 IM. They
were both off my
personal best times.
It was also fun that
I got to see my club
teammate who goes to
SHC.
It’s sad that the
season was so short
because it would’ve
been awesome.”
He added, “As a
freshman, this is my first year Photo provided by Kyle Xiao ’23
swimming for the Riordan Swim
Team, but I currently swim Kyle Xiao ’23 emerges from the
competitively year-round at the water at a swim meet this year.
Olympic Club. Unfortunately,
due to the coronavirus, the
season has been canceled. The your heart out for the Crusaders.
high school meets are different I hope that I get the opportunity
from club meets. They are way to continue the swim club next
more exciting and you’re racing
year.”
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Pandemic steals season from baseball team, but not brotherhood
By Anthony Wierzba ’23

As the season was cut short
for Riordan’s Baseball program,
the seniors must soon move on
to college. Some may continue
playing baseball, while others will
go on to pursue new dreams.
The seniors: Brandon Vargas,
Carter Carlson, Jarell Taylor,
Danilo Herger, Mateo Guittap,
Randy Aberouette, Steven Elsner,
Steven Rissotto, and Will Miller
saw their high school baseball
career come to an end, but they
will not be forgotten.
Their determination, passion,
and love for the game are obvious
to all who watched them practice
and play. They played with great
energy, never having a dull
moment when together. They
stood by one another, helping each
other when one fell down, and
celebrating together when they

succeeded.
Although they only played
four games, two of which were
scrimmages,
these
seniors
managed to have a 1-1 record
before it was cut short. “My
favorite moments are when I’m
together with my teammates.
They’re one of the reasons I play
and there’s nothing I’ll miss
more,” said Rissotto.
The bond that these seniors had
with each other was something
different from any other. It was
a great influence on the fans,
as the Coach Brandon Ramsey
said, “The seniors were the most
committed group I’ve ever seen.
They worked so hard and they
were just an amazing group of
young men.”
Alex Robinson ’23 said, “The
players were great people. They
helped everyone off the field, and

Photo collage by Chris Constantine
Fielding a team of their own, the senior baseball players only
played a few games before the season ended abruptly in March.
were great to watch on the
field.” Even with this tough
ending to this year’s high school
baseball season, they will still
always have the memories of the

fun plays and practices, the bus
rides to away games, and their
strong connection of brotherhood
that kept them together as they
move forward.

Runners stopped in their tracks as season never leaves starting blocks

By Christian Ramirez Cortes ’22
On April 3, the California
Interscholastic
Federation
released a statement regarding
2020
spring
sports.
The
decision was to cancel spring
Section, Regional, and State
Championship events in response
to the COVID-19 pandemic. The
WCAL, in a follow-up to the
decision made by the CIF, also
confirmed the cancellation of all
spring events for this school year.
This significant decision came
as bad news for all Riordan spring
athletes, including the senior
track and field athletes who were
looking forward to one final race,
throw, or pole-vault.
Kyle De Asis ’20 said, “Finding
out that I wasn’t able to race this
season was devastating news. I
worked my hardest during the
off season and it kills me that I
couldn’t show my true potential.
I was really looking forward to
seeing how fast I can be.”
The
novel
coronavirus,
COVID-19, has affected many
sports, events, and people around
the world. Before the CIF

Photo collage by Chris Constantine
and WCAL canceled all 2020
spring sports, the NCAA had also
decided to cancel remaining winter
and spring championships due to
coronavirus concerns. However,
on March 30, the Division 1
Council voted on allowing schools
to provide spring-sport studentathletes an additional season of
competition and an extension of
their eligibility period.
The
Archbishop
Riordan
track and field team was looking
forward to a successful season,
especially the senior athletes.

Some were looking to break
records and improve their
personal best, while others were
planning on using the season as
a proving ground in order to test
their potential.
EJ Odocayen ’20 explained,
“This last season was going to be
a proving ground for me to see if I
could qualify for big invitationals
like Arcadia and the Central
Coast Section Championships. It
was definitely valuable to me in
that it was my last shot to prove
how competitive I truly can be.”

		 James Yu ’20 stated, “I
mostly miss competing with
others, pushing each other to be
better, and improving ourselves.”
The future is uncertain for
the seniors. They will continue
to train, but will focus on their
college education. Odocayen is
planning to walk on to Santa
Clara University’s team in hopes
of running for the Broncos.
The
cancellation
of
the
2020 track and field season is
heartbreaking for the seniors.
However, the past three years
brought them good memories and
life-long relationships.
Aside from the athletes, the
Riordan coaches were also looking
forward to this season.
Coach Benny Willers ’08 said,
“To all the seniors who have lost
their last high school season and to
all the athletes who lost a season
in general: Keep your heads up
high. Cherish the moments you
had and understand that you
will have many more moments in
your life to cherish. Whether they
involved sport or not, all moments
are what we make of them.”

Sole senior on lacrosse team exemplifies leadership
By Brandon Vargas ’20

Archbishop Riordan’s Lacrosse Team went 5-6
in their 2019 season. Arguably their best season
yet, and the Crusaders hoped to perpetuate that
energy for the 2020 season under captain Connor
Rapier ’20. 		
With the cancellation of events and activities,
Rapier looked back on his past seasons and talked
about how his leadership affected the team.
After the 2019 season’s promising record,
Rapier, along with the other captains, noticed
strengths within their group. He said, “As a
team, our strengths are in the teaching abilities
of our returning players. Not only myself and the
other captains, but every skilled player on our
team is tasked with helping out the new guys.”
Going into the 2020 spring season, Rapier
looked forward to training the new recruits.
With the cancellation of spring sports, however,
Rapier does not have the opportunity to exert

his influence over the young team.
Coach Brooks Thoroughgood mentioned that
despite the cancellation of the season, “[Connor]
is still very influential now and going forward. I
will talk with him about how he can be positive
with the other players and encourage off-season
play…”
Despite these losses, Rapier remains hopeful
for his teammates. He stated, “Every shot we take
on goal during a game, hit or miss, is a success
I relish and a moment showing the potential
talent on our team.”
Furthermore, despite not being able to help
the team in the ways he imagined, Rapier looks
hopeful for the team moving forward. He hopes
to leave a legacy on the team, as he is the only
senior on the team. “I want to leave this program
as a whole bigger and better than it was when I
started,” Rapier said, “and I value every second I
spend on the field playing.”

Photo by Prestige Portraits
Connor Rapier ’20 was a leader for
the lacrosse team on and off the field.
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Top 10 Special Edition: Coronavirus stories
San Francisco residents, businesses
adapting to shelter in place ordinance

Crusaders remain hopeful amid cancellations

By David Dorantes ’21

By Antonio Maffei ’20

Gov. Newsom announces task force,
California Volunteers website . . .

Life just threw us a curveball

By Alex Ruivivar ’20

Shelter tales: pet adoptions
increase during pandemic
By Steven Rissotto ’20

Some boarding students continue
to shelter in place on campus
By Jordan Noeuku ’21

COVID-19 cuts college courses
short, creates ghostly campuses
By David Dorantes ’21

By Steven Rissotto ’20

First responders battle COVID-19
with compassion, medicine, support
By Matt Balmy ’21

COVID-19’s silent symptoms
perpetuate need for precautions
By Steven Rissotto ’20

COVID-19 pandemic redirects Crusader
marching band’s spring break plans
By Jordan Maralit ’21

