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Student death
reported in
Sicomoro Hall
By CHRISTINA MANUEL
Managing Editor

The Bronco community
suffered a loss on the early
morning of March 28 as
19-year-old Caleb Lee was
found unresponsive in his
room located in Sicomoro
Hall (Building 73) and was
pronounced dead shortly
after.
“L.A. County Fire
personnel responded to the
call and confirmed that the
student had passed away,”
said Eileen Sullivan, interim
vice president for Student
Affairs at Cal Poly Pomona.
As reported by San
Gabriel Valley City Watch
on March 29 and confirmed
by Sullivan, Lee’s death was
ruled a suicide, according to
the public coroner records.
“While the cause of
death is a matter for the
coroner, we can assure the
community that the campus
remains safe,” Sullivan said.
The Poly Post reached
out to Lee’s family for a
comment; however, the
family declined to do so.
An email to only students
living in the residence hall
was sent out on March 28,
informing the residents of
the student death and to
explain the reason behind
the extra emergency
personnel on and around
the area.
With the university
only informing residents,
this seemed to raise some
concern. The CPP official
Twitter (@calpolypomona)
responded to a concerned
student
voicing
frustration regarding the
lack of university-wide
communication of the
on-campus tragedy.
“When a member of
our community dies, it is
distressing. We notified
the students who live in
Sicomoro Hall that morning.
In the interest of family
privacy and because there
was no threat to campus,
the email was not sent to
the entire campus,” stated
the CPP tweet posted on
April 2.
Students in need of
guidance regarding this
tragedy can reach out to
the CPP Counseling and
Psycological Services at
(909) 869-3220 for support.
Reach Christina Manuel at

managing@thepolypost.com
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COVID-19 sweeps nation
University confirms first student coronavirus case

SARAH HAN | THE POLY POST

New York, New Jersey and California are the top three leading states with the highest number of confirmed cases in the United States,
according to the John Hopkins Center or Systems Science and Engineering.

See COVID-19 Page 3

Yu and Singh discuss COVID-19, plans for future
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Lucy Yu and Manshaan Singh were elected as ASI president and vice president for the 2020-2021 academic year on March 12.

By NICOLAS HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer
Prior to the university’s
transition
to
virtual
instruction for the rest of
the spring and summer
semesters, the student body
elected Lucy Yu, a third-year
hospitality management
student, and Manshaan Singh,
a third-year environmental
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Students get creative at home
amid ‘Safe at Home’ order

READY TO MOVE BEYOND YOUR

BACHELOR’S

DEGREE?

biology student, as its next
Associated Students, Inc. (ASI)
president and vice president,
respectively.
Yu and Singh, who
currently serve in ASI student
government, discussed the
impact of the COVID-19
pandemic on students, as
well as their plans for the
next academic year, with The

OPINION

Poly Post on March 31 through
Zoom.
How have you felt about
the university’s response to
the COVID-19 pandemic so
far, and what do you think
ASI can do to help students
struggling right now?
Yu: Currently, I’m working
with MDPR (Marketing,
Design & Public Relations),
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Zoom, work, sleep,
repeat
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Track & field canceled due to
COVID-19 pandemic

our marketing department, to
create a virtual engagement
center. I want to create a hub
on our ASI page for different
links and different branches
to help people. To give you a
little context, what it’s going
to look like is one part of the
website is going to be for our
student-parents and different
See Q&A / Page 4
WWW.THEPOLYPOST.COM
@THEPOLYPOST

THE DEADLINE TO
APPLY IS JUNE 1ST
Visit www.ceu.cpp.edu/ready
for more information
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Spring commencement postponed, not canceled
By MICHAEL ACEVEDO
Staff Writer
On March 17, Cal Poly
Pomona President Soraya M.
Coley informed the university
community in a campuswide
email that the commencement
scheduled for May 2020 would
be postponed to ensure the
safety of students and their
guests due to the global
COVID-19 pandemic.
Commencement will be
rescheduled for a future date,
but is not canceled.
The decision follows the
March 11 campuswide email
from President Coley, which
noted CPP will follow social
distancing recommendations
and cancel all events with more
than 100 people. However, as
the pandemic progresses, all
on-campus events have been
postponed or canceled.
CPP’s commencement
homepage lists an update that
states, “We understand that
commencement is an important
part of the Cal Poly Pomona
experience and we want to
honor our students’ significant
milestone. While the formal
pomp and circumstance will
not take place in May, we will
work to create an experience
that honors the commitment
and sacrifice made by you and
your family.”
With no date set for the
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future, the webpage only
ensures students and families
will have plenty of time to plan
for the ceremony when a date
is agreed upon.
Maribelle Gonzales, a fourthyear liberal arts student, is
the first of 18 grandchildren
expected to graduate in her
family. Gonzales says her
family is heartbroken as they
will not be able to celebrate
this milestone.
“Commencement
was
something I was definitely
looking forward to. It’s the
finish line to the long and

hard journey you go through,”
Gonzales said. “It’s something
special that will forever leave
a mark and to not have one, I
feel, is extremely devastating
and heartbreaking.”
Currently, Gonzales does
not have alternative plans
to celebrate and is just one
of thousands of students
who were expected to attend
commencement this year.
Gonzales, like all graduating
seniors, will have to continue
waiting to properly close this
chapter of their lives until
further announcements are

postponing commencement
and appreciates the university’s
safety-first approach.
“It being postponed, I can
work with,” Lopez said. “They
can have our ceremony at a
later date just as long as they
do not cancel it.”
Lopez has already planned
a celebration in place of
commencement that will be
accompanied by her family and
friends.
Casey Fleckenstein, a sixthyear anthropology student,
has been lucky enough to
experience commencement
once before as her sister
graduated in 2017. Although
Fleckenstein may not get to
attend her own originally
scheduled commencement, she
has decided to make the best of
her situation.
“We are already planning a
‘front porch commencement,’
and we are going to set up our
own commencement ceremony
in our front yard,” Fleckenstein
said. “My family will live stream
it on Facebook for other friends
and family to join in on the
celebration.”
For more information
regarding commencement
updates, visit https://www.cpp.
edu/commencement/index.
shtml.

made.
Prior to the March
17
commencement
announcement, a petition was
created by students with hopes
of rescheduling the event and
has over 300 documented
signatures. Although the
petition has yet to reach
the goal of 500 signatures,
students are relieved that the
administration decided to
postpone and not completely
cancel the celebration.
Katherine Lopez, a fourthyear anthropology student,
Reach Michael Acevedo at
understands the reasoning for managing@thepolypost.com

Student residents encouraged to return home
By ANELEA MIKI-HAN
Staff Writer

University Housing Services
(UHS) and the University
Village strongly encouraged
students to return home on
Mar. 20 in response to the
Los Angeles County “Safe
at Home” order due to the
COVID-19 pandemic. UHS
will remain open to students
who choose to stay, but they
must abide by new rules and
guidelines.
For students still living on
campus, resources available
to them have limited
hours now. Centerpointe
Dining Commons and the
Vista Market are the only
on-campus dining options for
students, both with takeout
options only. Centerpointe
Dining Commons now only
allows 10 people to receive
their food at a time. Other
customers must wait by the
door for their turn.
As well, the UHS office
has limited hours. The main
UHS office is open 8 a.m.
to noon, Monday through
Friday. For package pickups,
Secoya (Building 74) is open
from noon to 5 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
UHS residents are not
allowed to have visitors within
their rooms and suites, due to
Gov. Gavin Newsom’s “Safe at
Home” order. The only visitors
that are allowed are those
helping a resident move out.
For some students, the
recommendation for students
to move out of their dorms did
not come as a surprise.
“I kind of figured that the
school was going to be closed
based on the other schools,”
said Kyle Recker, a secondyear architecture student and
resident of Vista Sol in the
residential suite. “It wasn’t a
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UHS is strongly encouraging students living on campus to return home as most campus services are now available online.

big surprise.”
College
campuses
nationwide have adhered
to COVID-19 prevention by
transitioning students to
online classes and sending
them home. Students at CPP
expected the campus would
follow the same pattern in
order to slow the spread of
COVID-19 and ensure the
well-being of the community.
Although
students
understand the severity of the
situation, some are upset. The
transition from moving out
and continuing classes online
has been difficult for some.
“I’m kind of upset due to
not wanting my last semester
at CPP ending like this,” said
Damar Blanchet, a fourth-year

kinesiology student and
resident of Vista Bonita in
the residential suites. “I was
ready to enjoy the last few
weeks with my friends and
then all of a sudden we had
to say goodbye with knowing I
might not see them anymore.”
In order to accommodate
students who decided to
leave, UHS will send partial
refunds through those
students’ Bronco accounts.
As well, UHS employees are
still available to answer any
concerns student residents
have, whether they still live
on campus or not.
UHS has also been
accommodating
and
understanding toward its
student employees.

POLICE BLOTTER

Petty theft
1:20 p.m., March 4
Building #72, Centerpointe,
72 Kellogg Drive, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/Suspended

Hit & run
2:15 p.m., March 10
Parking Lot M, beat 1, University
Drive/Camphor Lane, Pomona
Disposition: Information only
Vandalism
Reported 4:02 p.m., March 11

Building #20, F2, 3400
Poly Vista, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/Suspended
Petty theft
10:33 p.m., March 11
Building #54, Estrellas beat,
54 Kellogg Drive, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/
Suspended
Sexual Battery, felony
8:25 p.m., March 11
University Village, 3400

Poly Vista, Pomona
Disposition: Cleared by arrest
False Imprisonment
with Violence
8:25 p.m., March 11
University Village, 3400
Poly Vista, Pomona
Disposition: Cleared by arrest
Vandalism
8:00 a.m., March 18
Building #73, Sicomoro Hall
B, 73 Kellogg Drive, Pomona

“Housing was very good
and understanding of the
situation of their workers,”
said Kyle Jackson, a secondyear business student and
business services student
assistant for UHS. “Many
(student employees) were
working in person and I heard
about online work coming
soon.”
UHS student employees’
jobs usually include answering
students concerns, handling
clerical work for the UHS
office and tending to the
needs of residents.
Due to most employees
moving back home, UHS will
offer its student employees
the option to work from home
soon as well. It has yet to be

Disposition: Inactive/Suspended
Burglary
12:00 p.m., March 20
Building #211, A & B Agriscapes,
4102 University Drive, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/suspended
Rape: victim incapable
of consent
2:00 p.m., March 23
3400 Poly Vista, University
Drive, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/suspended
Sex Penetration:

object with force
2:00 p.m., March 23
3400 Poly Vista, University
Drive, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/suspended
Petty theft
2:03 p.m., March 28
Building #9, College of
Engineering, University
Drive, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/
suspended
Vandalism
2:03 p.m., March 28

decided what kind of work
will be offered or when it will
become available.
Despite some student
housing employees returning
home, essential residential
advisors and student
assistants continue to work
on campus.
They still perform their work
in person and help students
that remain in housing while
taking sanitary precautions.
Students still have the
option to move out of their
university housing.
To cancel a housing
contract, students need to
log in to their housing portal
and fill out the “Petition to
Cancel” form.
Reach Anela Miki-Han at

managing@thepolypost.com

Building #9, College of
Engineering, University
Drive, Pomona
Disposition: Inactive/
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COVID-19: Social distancing
order extended to April 30
By SARAH HAN
Staff Writer
A Cal Poly Pomona student
tested positive for the coronavirus,
being the first confirmed case on
campus.
The student was last on campus
on March 11, Associate Vice
President for Student Affairs
Leticia Gutierrez-Lopez stated
in an email sent to all active
university members on April 1.
After receiving medical attention,
the student has recovered and
was cleared to return to normal
activities.
As a precautionary measure,
CPP has extended virtual
instruction to the summer
semester, the Office of Student
Success stated in a universitywide email on March 30.
The announcement, however,
was a disappointment for students
who were looking forward to
returning to campus.
“I have had a lack of motivation
lately given our current situation
and I feel really down hearing
that summer classes will be
virtual as well,” said Julia Pruitt,
a third-year history student. “I
miss the experience of being in
a classroom.”
CPP has also closed the
University Library and the 24-hour
Computer Lab until further
notice, as announced on March 29
by Emma Gibson, interim dean of
the University Library. Due dates
for checked out materials will be
extended to May 22.
Students who need access to
a computer can borrow a laptop
by emailing the Office of Student
Success at studentsuccess@cpp.
edu.
Due to the limited number of
laptops, students are encouraged
to contact the office as soon as
possible using their CPP email
address along with their Bronco
ID number.
The university is also discussing
the possibility of offering a credit/
no credit option for all courses.
More updates will be made when
the administration reaches a
decision.
On a global level
Surpassing China and Italy, the
United States now leads the world
in the number of COVID-19 cases.
As of April 5, there are 337,072
confirmed cases and 9,619 deaths
in the U.S., according to the John
Hopkins Center for Systems
Science and Engineering.
With the spike of reported cases
in the U.S., President Donald
Trump has extended the national
social distancing guidelines until
April 30.
“The more we commit ourselves
now, the sooner we can win the
fight and return to our lives,”
President Trump said during a
press briefing on March 30.
According to the Department
of Labor, a record 6.6 million
Americans filed for unemployment
insurance as of March 28 — hitting

the highest number of jobless
claims in U.S. history.
To p r o v i d e e m e r g e n c y
assistance for those financially
impacted by the pandemic,
President Trump signed into
law a $2.2 trillion relief package
on March 27. The legislation,
known as the Coronavirus Aid,
Relief, and Economic Security
(CARES) Act, will offer relief to
state and local governments,
businesses, healthcare providers
and individuals.
Taxpayers earning under
$75,000 a year will receive
a $1,200 check, and married
couples earning under $150,000
will receive $2,400. Families will
also receive an additional $500
for every dependent child under
17. Direct deposit payments are
expected to be delivered by April
17, said Treasury Secretary Steven
Mnuchin on CBS News’ “Face the
Nation.”
College students who are filed
as dependents under their parents
are ineligible to receive a check.
However, the bill allows a
temporary pause on monthly
payments for student loan
borrowers through Sept. 30
without any penalties.
In California, there are 13,438
confirmed cases and 319 deaths
as of April 4, according to the
California Department of Public
Health. Its database shows that
more than half of the cases in
California are from young adults
ages 18–49.
In Los Angeles County, there
are 5,940 confirmed cases and 132
deaths as of April 5, according to
the L.A. County of Department of
Public Health (LACDPH).
On April 3, L.A. County opened
a drive-thru COVID-19 testing
center at the Pomona Fairplex,
through Gate 17.
Testing is open from 9 a.m. to
6 p.m. daily and is only available
for those with appointments.
To book an appointment, visit
coronavirus.lacity.org/Testing.
To slow the spread of the virus,
the county issued two new orders
regarding self-quarantine and
self-isolation measures on March
25.
Anyone exposed to a patient
diagnosed with coronavirus must
quarantine themselves for 14 days.
Those that are diagnosed with or
show symptoms of the virus must
also self-isolate themselves for at
least three days until symptoms
are no longer visible.
On March 27, the LACDPH
made amendments to the “Safe
at Home” order, enforcing a
temporary closure of all public
beaches, public trails and
trailheads.
L.A. County officials warned
through its website that “failure
to comply with the order is a crime
punishable by fine, imprisonment
or both.”
Reach Sarah Han at

managing@thepolypost.com
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Virtual instruction
becomes new norm
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By ZUVANNY MACIAS
Staff Writer
Face-to-face classes
were temporarily paused
beginning March 13 through
March 17, which has posed
different challenges and
efforts on both parts for
instructors and students.
In an email to the campus
community, Cal Poly Pomona
President Soraya M. Coley
announced March 17 that all
classes would be moved to
an online format beginning
March 18 due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic.
Students and faculty are
still adjusting to a university
that is now offering all
instruction completely
online.
Some classes have been
reformatted entirely due to
the move.
As an example, several
courses in the theater and
new dance department at
CPP were affected when
production was canceled a
week before opening night.
“We are exploring virtual
reality (VR) and how it could
convey and/or enhance
presentational modes of
student work this semester,”
said Bernardo Solano, the
chair of the Department of
Theatre and New Dance.
“Students
will
be
participating in online
workshops and seminars

about VR and will develop
presentations discussing
how they would create
VR-based content using this
specific production as a test
case,” Solano said.
Some students are
embracing the change to
online courses with open
arms, especially commuter
students who don’t have to
struggle with finding parking
and long drives to school.
“I was never a fan of the
traditional schooling system
of showing up to class,
enduring class, then going
home and self-teaching,”
said Davis Dilanchian,
a fifth-year mechanical
engineering student. “Faceto-face lectures were never
that useful for me anyway, so
the transition to online has
largely been positive … not
having to deal with traffic,
carpool and parking has also
been fantastic.”
However, not all students
are having an easy time
with the transition to online
classes.
Students who would study
on campus or took advantage
of resources provided by the
university are struggling
with the transition.
“I rely on the school
library, office hours and other
students to be able to learn
properly and get my work
done,” said Cody Farlow,
a fourth-year mechanical

engineering student. “I know
that Zoom exists and it’s a
great resource, but I struggle
to study at my house and
there’s no libraries or coffee
shops nearby that I can go
to study.”
One of the main struggles
professors are having during
this transition is the lack of
response from students.
While in a face-to-face
class, a professor can easily
read if a student understands
the material or even if they
find their jokes funny.
“Personally, it hasn’t
been too bad because all of
my lectures are already in
a PowerPoint presentation
format and I’m already
familiar with most of the
technology like Zoom.
I know how to upload
videos to YouTube,” said
Paul Nissenson, associate
professor in the epartment
of mechanical engineering.
“I think the most difficult
thing has been trying to
figure out how to read if the
students are understanding
what I’m saying.”
Summer courses will
also be offered through
online methods, and faceto-face courses have been
suspended, as stated in an
email from the Office of
Student Success sent March
30.
Reach Zuvanny Macias at

managing@thepolypost.com

ASI expedites approval
for COVID-19 paid leave
By NICOLAS HERNANDEZ
Staff Writer
The Associated Students, Inc. (ASI)
Board of Directors elected to suspend
usual procedure and unanimously approve
a recommendation from ASI Human
Resources to provide administrative leave
to full-time and part-time ASI employees

affected by the COVID-19 pandemic.
Originally scheduled only as a discussion
item, College of Letters, Arts and Social
Sciences Senator Alexis Ruiz motioned
to suspend the normal procedure, which
would have mandated waiting until the next
board meeting to vote on the proposal, to
See ASI/ Page 5
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Q&A: ASI Resolution on Campus Climate to tackle inclusivity concerns
Continued from Page 1
links to entertain the kids, or games
with the kids to keep (them) occupied
at home during this time (when) they
can’t go outside, they can’t see their
friends and they can’t go to school. I
want another branch to be different
resources that the school is putting out,
whether it is their updates on what’s
going on with (COVID-19) and what
they’re doing to help our students or
student services, and if you do need
assistance, if you do need help, what are
our campus resources for that. Another
one’s also going to be more individual,
what are you doing at home to help
yourself, whether it’s like meditating
or home workouts, it would be links
to different YouTube videos of, like
I said, meditations, home workouts,
workshops on like adulting 101, and
those are some examples.
During the debate, Lucy, you
mentioned that you felt there was a
lack of respect from the university
concerning discrimination and
campus climate. What do you think
the university could be doing better
right now to tackle these issues?
Yu: I think something that the
university could be doing better is
listening and having conversations. We
have to work together; nothing is going
to get done at the end of the day (and)
nobody’s going to be happy at the end
of the day if we don’t work together.
And I’m not saying just students aren’t
going to be happy, the administration
isn’t gonna be happy either. So, I think

that sitting down and listening to our
students …. I’m gonna be honest, I
don’t understand why they haven’t
seen it before, or why we haven’t seen
action from their side before, but I
think that, hopefully, this resolution
(ASI Resolution on Campus Climate)
will push them to have a click in their
brain of, ‘Oh shoot. OK, let’s really get
on this now because formal documents
are now coming out.’
In your action plan, you talked
about issues that ASI has full control
over, like more funding to the Poly
Pantry and establishing longer
hours for the library, but you also
mentioned issues that you want to
advocate for but that are ultimately
in the university’s purview. Could
you talk about what those issues and
proposals are and how you are going
to make the university adopt those?
Singh: Those issues are: emergency
housing, alternative transportation,
the orientation club fair, the anti-bias
trainings, which is kind of contingent
on whether or not the unions put it
in their contracts this semester, and
then also better class times and better
classroom technology.
With emergency housing, we do
already have an emergency housing
program. Right now, it operates on a
grant from the state government. So,
there’s nothing actually coming from
the university funding for it .... What
we’d like to see is greater support for
the emergency housing program, or the
emergency cash program too by really

advocating for the university to change
the way they’re funding the entire
university, like putting more money
towards these emergency programs.
Alternative transportation I
think we might have better luck on
because the new Executive Director of
Transportation & Planning Danny Wu
is kind of on the same page in terms
of what we’d like to see for better
alternative transportation, especially
with more shuttles going to and from
overflow parking lots. He’s pretty down
for more shuttles in general.
The anti-bias training, what we’d like
to do is get that on our campus next
year, but it’s contingent on whether the
unions put that in their contract this
summer, so that’s why we’re passing a
resolution at CSSA (Cal State Student
Association) for the anti-bias training
in the union contracts.
The orientation club fair. That’s
something that, that’s just basically
working with orientation on all
throughout next year. It’s too late for
this summer, I don’t even know how
orientation is going to look like for this
summer, to be honest.
For the better class times ... we were
able to access data for which classes
are the hardest for each major …. A lot
of those classes aren’t even offered
every semester. So we’re going to give
that data to our academic senators
and really empower them to advocate
properly using data as to which classes
need to have better class times and
more class sections.

Lastly, classroom technology
would be utilizing the SPICE (Special
Projects for Improving the Classroom
Environment) Committee to get better
software and just classroom technology
in general, there’s a committee that
controls the funding for that, and we
really want to utilize that committee.
A major concern of students every
year is parking. The university’s
estimating a 1.15% increase in
enrollment, yet students already
feel that there isn’t enough
parking, so what are your ideas on
transportation to alleviate some of
those concerns?
Singh: It would encourage students
to take the bus if they can, because the
Class Pass is basically a free bus pass
for Foothill Transit, and basically what
students can do is if they live near or
around (the campus), they can just take
the bus for free. It’s actually kind of
already in the works, the university
is basically down for that, it’s just
working on finding the funding for it.
We’re just really pushing for that to
pass without impacting student fees
by using existing fees.
Yu and Singh lobbied students to
apply for student government positions
for the next academic year. Those
applications are set to be up on the
ASI website in the coming weeks. They
also encouraged communication with
students on their Instagram accounts:
@lucyjyu and @manshaansingh.
Reach Nicolas Hernandez at

managing@thepolypost.com

Students share their spring break
plans amid ‘Safe at Home’ order
Cal Poly Pomona students have endured drastic changes in the past few weeks.
With classes transferring to online only, CPP faculty, staff and students have been
forced to adapt quickly.
Spring break is typically a time student look forward to, to be able to take a break
from the stresses of school and life. CPP students were asked how the COVID-19
pandemic has changed their plans for spring break and what they did to occupy their
time instead. Photos are courtesy of each individual student.
Photos and quotes compiled by staff writers Desiree McClean and Jannett Diaz.

Devon Lilley | Third-year hospitality
management student
“I planned to come home to
Sacramento for spring break anyway,
but now that’s just been extended.
Quarantine definitely changed my
plans because I love to hang out with
my friends when I come home, and
now we’re all back from college and
can’t see each other, which is really
difficult. I have a lot of friends still
in SoCal I really miss, so we’ve been
doing a lot of Zoom calls to see each
other.”

Stephanie Servano | Fourth-year food
science and technology student
“For spring break, I caught up on
my schoolwork after procrastinating
a little, but mostly I worked. I work
at Gilead Sciences in San Dimas(/)
La Verne. My company is currently
manufacturing remdesivir, which
will hopefully prove to be an
effective antiviral treatment against
COVID-19 so it has been fulfilling
work.”

Gaby Flores | Fourth-year Spanish student
“I had originally planned to take a
mini-road trip with my friends, but it
obviously did not happen. As a result,
I ended up staying home behind a
pile of homework and final projects
to complete. Despite all the chaos
happening and my plans getting
sabotaged for spring break, I’m very
thankful for being healthy and mostly
the fact of having all of my family with
me.”

Cristina Orozco | Fourth-year gender,
ethnicity & multicultural studies student
“I just worked, with this current
climate, I didn’t feel comfortable
going anywhere special. I have to be
responsible for my health and how
it could affect others. I had plans to
go to the beach, maybe San Diego
for a couple days to relax and clear
my mind, but with the quarantine,
it’s just been a tense, stressful
atmosphere. There is nowhere to go
with everything closed.”
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ASI: Paid leave includes those with
symptoms who cannot work in office
or remotely, or those caring for
Continued from Page 3
vote on the item within
the same meeting. With
no dissent from the board,
this recommendation was
unanimously approved.
Director of Human
Resources Daniesha
Lawrence explained
that this time off policy
was mirrored after
the California State
University’s (CSU) recent
provisions that provided
employees with up to 128
hours of leave until the
end of the year but did
not include “auxiliaries”
such as ASI.
ASI’s policy similarly
provides 128 hours
of leave for full-time
employees as well as
64 hours for part-time
student assistants.
However, according to
the document, these
hours are only available
for use up until June 30.
Similar
to
the
CSU provisions, ASI
employees may use these
hours if they themselves
have COVID-19 related
illnesses, if they are
caring for a family
member with illnesses,
if they are instructed
not to come to the
workplace and are unable
to work remotely, or if,
due to school or daycare
closure, they must care
for a dependent or child
and are unable to work
remotely.
Lawrence confirmed
that these hours will “not
affect any employees
who are already on leave”
and that those who use
the hours will be paid at
their usual hourly rate.

With this approval, the
hours of paid leave may
be used by ASI employees
beginning April 6.
During the board
meeting, there was also
discussion on a senate
resolution recommended
by the Rules and Policies
Committee on campus
climate.
The Resolution in
Opposition to Racial
Profiling and Harassment
on the Campus of
California
State
Polytechnic University,
Pomona sets out several
objectives within ASI’s
purview but also requests
action from the university
administration.
Within ASI, the
resolution calls for
creating a form on the
ASI website to “report
campus climate issues,
either anonymously
or identifiably” for
incidents that occur
in the Bronco Student
Center and the Bronco
Recreational Intramural
Complex, as well as
committing to a review
of ASI’s operations to “to
rectify for any possible
discriminatory practices
within ASI departments.”
The resolution also
calls for the university
to establish a database of
all reports from several
organizations
and
offices in the university,
to create a “studentmajority subcommittee
under the Inclusive
Excellence Council to
review processes for
reporting harassment”
whose membership must

meet guidelines of at
least one “Social Justice
Leader” from each of
the six cultural centers,
one “Immigrant Justice
Leader” from the Bronco
Dreamer’s Resource
Center (BDRC), as well
as one additional student
from the cultural centers
and the BDRC, and to
increase the proportion
of student membership
within the larger
Inclusive Excellence
Council.
“The reasoning behind
this was after the series
of racial profiling
incidents that happened,
we had a period within
a six-month period in
which four different
black students had the
police called on them
for simply being students
on campus,” said Micah
Parker, who serves as
the senator-at-large for
the Student Interest
Council, as well as the
vice president of the
Black Student Union.
ASI Vice President
Rachel Hunter, a fourthyear political science
student, encouraged
the board members to
carefully consider the
resolution.
“Any resolution we
pass is a representation
of our collective voices
and the voices of our
28,000 students, so this is
a pretty big deal to pass a
resolution,” Hunter said.
The board is scheduled
to vote on the adoption
of this resolution during
the next board meeting.
Reach Nicolas Hernandez at

managing@thepolypost.com
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CPP earns WSCUC accreditation
By ZUVANNY MACIAS our strengths as a
Staff Writer
university,” said Laura
Massa,
associate
The
We s t e r n
vice president for
Association of Schools
Academic Programs and
and Colleges Senior
accreditation liaison
College and University
officer. “Essentially,
Commission (WSCUC)
WSCUC has recognized
reaffirmed Cal Poly
that we operate with
Pomona’s accreditation
integrity, our decision
for 10 years on Feb. 14
making is driven by our
after a visit from the
mission and informed
WSCUC review team.
by evidence and that we
During fall 2019,
are deeply committed
students,
faculty
to student learning and
and staff were able
success.”
to participate in the
A benefit of the
accreditation process by
accreditation is that it
attending open sessions
will allow the university
held between Oct. 21-23,
to offer students
2019. In these sessions,
federal financial aid.
attendees were able to
Unaccredited colleges
answer questions from
do not qualify for
the review team.
government funding.
Being accredited by the
The federal Pell Grant,
WSCUC means that CPP
which provides financial
meets the Commission’s
aid to 7.2 million
Core Commitments
students, according to
and Standards of
the National Association
Accreditation.
of Student Financial Aid
The WSCUC has three
Administrators, is one
core commitments that
of the federal financial
institutions must prove
aid programs that is
they are striving for in
provided.
order to be accredited.
Accreditation is also
The first commitment
important because it
is to student learning
means that if students
and success; the
want to transfer units
second is to quality and
from the university, they
improvement; and the
can do so with ease.
third is to institutional
“(The accreditation)
integrity, sustainability
gives our degrees value,
and accountability.
it allows us to transfer
Reaffirmation is
our coursework to other
usually granted for
accredited institutions
a period of between
and allows the school
seven to 10 years,
access to federal funds
which is the maximum
used for financial aid
length of time any
purposes, which many
institution may receive
students require for
for accreditation. After
academic success,” said
the 10 years are up,
Favian Rodriguez, a
the WSCUC will check
fourth-year chemistry
that the university is
student.
continuing to uphold
The reaccreditation
the standards.
has been in the works
“This speaks to

since spring 2017, with
an institutional report
written by the Steering
Committee.
“The
Steering
Committee
shall
identify and support
units and departments
that address identified
concerns, collect and
analyze data to measure
progress, liaison with
the Chancellor’s Office
and provide periodic
reports to the campus
and to the Chancellor’s
Office,” states the CPP
website.
CPP received the
formal notification of
accreditation on Feb. 26.
In the letter, the
WSCUC scheduled a
mid-cycle review to
begin May 1, 2025
and a special visit in
spring 2023 to address
items like diversity
and inclusion issues
and turnover in key
leadership positions.
The
successful
accreditation of CPP
ensures that students
are receiving quality
education according to
the WSCUC standards,
and that degrees earned
at the university won’t
be invalid.
“Reaccreditation is a
word thrown around in
high school, community
college and now here
(at) Cal Poly,” said
Henry Ly, a third-year
music industry studies
student.
“There’s a sense
of security to know
that where you attend
for schooling can be
accredited for delivering
a quality education.”
Reach Zuvanny Macias at

managing@thepolypost.com
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CPP students get creative at home and generate eccentric projects
In light of the quarantine and social distancing response to the COVID-19 pandemic, which prompted off-campus virtual instruction as
of March 18, Cal Poly Pomona students are finding new ways to cope with the situation and keep busy with their newfound free time at
home. From spending more time with old hobbies, exploring new ones or learning new skills and tricks, students are using different ways
of creating and expressing themselves in modes that they didn’t have time for before. Photos are courtesy of each individual student.
Zareen Ahmed | Third-year mechanical engineering student
“I didn’t make anything physical, but I did start a henna tattoo account (@zareens.
mehndi on Instagram). Henna is usually done in my culture prior to celebrations, but
finding someone to do my henna in America wasn’t always the easiest thing to do; we
would have to drive all the way to the Orange County or Los Angeles area, so I decided
to learn myself and have been practicing ever since. I’ve just been tattooing on my hand
throughout quarantining … (and) recently decided to start an (Instagram) account so I
could post the designs I’ve done, and I’m hoping that maybe after quarantine, this could
turn into a little side gig for me.
“I just bought a henna tube and started practicing random designs on my arms. I never
really painted or drew, and I guess I would always have to do my henna for occasions,
so much that it became something I enjoyed and was comfortable doing. I am also oddly
better at doing henna than I am at drawing or painting I guess, even though looking at it,
it should seem harder. I made it to 100 followers, and it was like the highlight of my week.”

Peter Lupercio | First-year mechanical engineering student
“I made a couple (of custom shoes) .... Honestly I was bored, and I like shoes, so I’m
trying to get better at customizing them, and hopefully I’ll start selling them in the
future. So far, I’ve only done Air Force 1’s and Vans. The first ones are ‘Rick and Morty’themed because (it’s) one of my favorite shows, and the second one was a request from
someone, and that’s what she wanted. I just use an airbrush, paint brushes and Angelus
Acrylic Leather Paint.”

Jennifer Edwards | First-year mechanical engineering student
“I have been making a plague doctor mask during the quarantine. Once spring break
arrived, I found that I had nothing to do, so I started looking up crafts that I could do
with stuff I had at home since most craft stores are closed. I was joking around with
some friends from high school and they suggested that I should dress up as a plague
doctor for April Fools’ Day.
“I had EVA foam, various black fabrics left over from Halloween costumes, and a pair of
steampunk goggles I could take the lenses from. I found the idea funny in an ironic sense
because of everyone being quarantined. I find that finding any sort of humor in a bad
situation is a good way to keep myself from being sad about it. I usually can’t find the
time to (make things like this), but since I can’t go outside, and I got bored of my video
games, I felt the urge to get crafty!”

Kevin Jackson | Fourth-year computer engineering student
“I’m a YouTuber and I have been making videos for over six years, even recording some
around campus. One of my viewers came up to me a few months ago and suggested that
I take my channel in a different direction, making more informative videos. In creating
this new series, I noticed that a lot of my peers listened to podcasts. As the weeks
went on, coronavirus hit and affected all aspects of our lives. Since this was a topic on
everyone’s mind, and people were consuming more entertainment, I decided to launch ...
‘It’s Corona Time’ (anchor.fm/itscoronatime).
“The quarantine motivated me to narrow down an idea and start the podcast. On the
show, I talk with various guests, either peers, friends or fellow YouTubers about their
personal journeys in life and take a look at the current cultural and societal climate
which right now is the coronavirus.”

Photos and quotes compiled by staff writer Amber Li.

5 movies for self-isolation: Through a fictional lens
By ANDY FOREMAN
Staff Writer

As we all get adjusted to
the new normal of social
distancing and nonessential
businesses being shut
down, indulging in art
can be a hugely beneficial
way of keeping things in
perspective and being able
to relate to characters in
similar situations. Films can
show us, even through the
lens of the fiction genre,
how other people deal with
situations similar to those we
are currently experiencing in
real life. These are five films
that deal with the quarantine
scenario in surprising and
unique ways.
‘The Thing’ (1982):
John Carpenter’s cosmic
horror masterpiece tells
the story of a number of

research scientists in an
extremely remote outpost
who are forced to question
their own humanity when a
shape-shifting alien hides
in the camp. The alien force
can imitate any biological
material, and the scientists
must question who among
them is still human, and
who is the titular “thing”
in disguise. The monster
is brought to life with
stunning practical effects
by Rob Bottin (also known
for his work on the original
“RoboCop”), and sets a new
standard for monster design
in horror cinema.
‘The Lighthouse’ (2019):
The most recent addition
to this list stars Robert
Pattinson and Willem Dafoe
as two lighthouse keepers
in the late 1800s who are
trapped on a remote island

during a terrible storm. As
they await help and time
drags on, they both begin
to question their sanity and
grow suspicious of each
other. The film is shot on
black-and-white film and
presented in 1.19:1 aspect
ratio, a look that evokes the
silent-era classic horror films
that influenced it.
‘10 Cloverfield Lane’
(2016): This film stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead as a
young woman who awakes
from a car crash in a bunker
owned by a doomsday
prepper, played by John
Goodman. He tells her that
there has been a terrible
event that has occurred that
has rendered much of the
United States, and possibly
the world, inhospitable. She
must find out if he is telling
the truth, or if it is merely

a story meant to keep her
locked in with him.
‘The Mist’ (2007): Based
on a Stephen King story of the
same name, the film follows
a group of small-town Maine
citizens who are trapped in
a supermarket after a dense
mist rolls into town. Within
the mist are horrifying and
indescribable monsters,
which attack anyone who
attempts to leave. When
supplies run low, tempers
flare and suspicions run high,
causing the inhabitants of
the supermarket to question
just how far they are willing
to go to survive.
‘The Shining’ (1980):
Also based on a Stephen
King book, this Stanley
Kubrick-directed classic
follows the story of Jack
Torrance, played by Jack
Nicholson, a recovering

alcoholic who takes a job as
the winter caretaker of the
remote Overlook Hotel in
Colorado. He, along with his
wife and young son, begin to
experience strange visions,
leading the audience to
question whether the hotel
is haunted, or whether the
strange occurrences are
a result of the family’s
declining mental state
caused by isolation.
Each one of these films
provides a unique and
striking look at the mental
toll that social isolation
takes on a person. Though
they are told through the
lenses of the science fiction
and horror genres, they are
strikingly relevant to what we
are currently experiencing
around the world.
Reach Andy Foreman at
ae@thepolypost.com
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Heartbroken Broncettes
cancel annual showcase

COURTESY OF CPP BRONCETTES

The Broncettes gathered for their team photo shoot at the beginning of the season.

By ANELA MIKI-HAN
Staff Writer
Many supporters of
CPP’s dance team, the
Broncettes, attend its
annual showcase in
May to enjoy a night of
fun and witness various
dance routines. But the
unexpected ended the
Broncettes’ season in a
flash and canceled their
show.
Due to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic,
the Broncettes had to
unfortunately cancel
their sixth annual
Broncette Showcase that
was originally scheduled
for May 1 in the CPP
University Theatre.
All the dancers are
devastated by this
decision, especially the
seniors. For the three
seniors on the team,
their career was cut
short and they could not
finish the season with
the showcase they have

prepared for all year.
Abby Formanowicz, a
fourth-year mathematics
student and president of
the Broncettes, is among
the seniors who had their
dance careers end so
suddenly. Formanowicz
joined the Broncettes
her freshman year to
continue her passion for
dancing and to meet new
friends.
“I have met many
lifelong friends and
was able to experience
many things I otherwise
would not have been
able to,” Formanowicz
said. “It has been a lot
of hard work but was so
rewarding.”
Instead of finding
friends, Formanowicz
found a family. Sadly,
the last few months she
thought she had with this
family were ripped away
from her. Her teammates
understand the hurt the
seniors had to endure
with this sudden ending

no one saw coming.
“It hurts me more for
those seniors because
this would have been
their last time dancing
… and performing,”
said teammate Austin
Hernandez, a third-year
psychology major. “I am
truly sorry this had to
happen to (the seniors).”
Hernandez also feels
sorry for the rest of the
team, since the members
have been working
hard preparing for this
showcase since late
October and planned
to do all types of dance
routines, such as jazz,
hip-hop, lyrical and
more.
Te a m m a t e
Mia
Palmieri, a first-year
architecture student,
expressed
how
devastating it is that the
team will not be able to
see its hard work pay off.
“People outside of the
Broncettes don’t see how
hard we work,” Palmieri

said. “The showcase
is an event where the
community really gets
to see the skills we have.”
Palmieri joined the
team this year as a
freshman to further her
dance career. She was
injured in the middle of
the season, yet she was
able to overcome the
injury to perform with
her team. Now, her hard
work throughout this
year will not result in the
reward she was looking
forward to.
The entire team
wanted to have the
chance to present the
product of months of
practicing these routines
and its members are
heartbroken that they
won’t. But regardless
of the situation, the
Broncettes are a family
and are helping each
other get through this
difficult time.
Since the show is
canceled, the team does
not practice through
any outlet. Instead,
the members keep in
contact through their
group chats to support
each other through this
difficult time.
The Broncettes are
now looking toward
the future as the team
looks for next season’s
dancers. The team
recently announced on
its Instagram that video
auditions will be the new
platform for choosing
future Broncettes. More
information about
auditions will be posted
on the team’s Instagram,
@cppbroncettes.
Reach Anela Miki-Han at
ae@thepolypost.com
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Review: ‘Doom
Eternal’ – one hell
of a great game
By NICHOLAS
TALAMENTE
Staff Writer
“Doom Eternal,”
released on March 20,
is the sequel to the
critically acclaimed
“Doom” (2016) and
the latest entry in the
“Doom” video game
franchise. Just as the
original “Doom” defined
the first-person shooter
genre back in 1993,
“Eternal” demonstrates
why developer Id
Software knows exactly
what makes not only a
great action game, but
a near masterpiece of a
shooter.
In “Doom Eternal,”
players assume the role
of the series’ iconic,
silent protagonist,
“The Doom Slayer” aka
“Doomguy,” and it is up
to you to rip and tear your
way through demonic
hordes to stop the
literal forces of hell from
conquering a futuristic
Earth. “Eternal’s” epic,
science-fantasy, action
movie plot strikes the
perfect balance of not
getting in the way of
gameplay while offering
a fun and interesting
story for those that seek
it out.
As the Slayer, you
are armed to the teeth
with a diverse arsenal of
weapons, equipment and
abilities, all of which,
combined with a variety
of movement options,
make you a one man
army that not even hell
itself can stop.“Doom
Eternal” is an extremely
well-developed game
and nothing exemplifies

this more than its
masterful gameplay.
“Eternal” pays homage
to the classic “Doom”
games while building
upon and improving
the formula with the
modern standards set by
its 2016 predecessor as
a foundation. “Eternal”
then cranks the quality
and intensity up to
11. The game runs
extremely smoothly, and
controls feel as tight as
ever.
The game’s creative
director Hugo Martin
described “Eternal” as a
“fantasy combat puzzle”
where every combat
encounter is a unique
challenge that players
must solve using every
tool at their disposal.
The game throws a
wide variety of enemies
and hazards at the
player, aggressively and
constantly. There is no
time to stop and think,
and players are forced
to assess unique threats
and respond using
individual skill and
their understanding of
the game’s mechanics,
all while running and
gunning.
For example, at the
core of the gameplay
is the “Unholy Trinity”
system of resource
management. Health,
armor and ammo are
vital to players. The
primary way to regain
all three is by brutally
killing demons and
harvesting
these
resources from them.
Players are constantly
losing and refilling all
three in the middle
See DOOM / Page 8
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Good reads to escape solitary during quarantine
By JOANNE GUNITU
Staff Writer

As we find ourselves
completely unaware of what
day of the week it is, drowning
in piles of homework and
staying in our pajamas
all day, take a break from
staring at a screen and pick
up a book. Although many
bookstores are temporarily
closed, booksellers still offer
shipments of books to your
door and access to digital
copies. Here, I bring to you
some captivating and aweinspiring books to add to
your must-read book list.
‘All the Bright Places’
*TRIGGER WARNING* This
book contains references to
suicide and mental health.
“All the Bright Places”
(2015) is the best-selling
novel by Jennifer Nirven.
This young adult book sends
a powerful and compelling
message about love and
personal battles. Violet and
Finch are two high schoolers
from opposite ends of the
ends of the social spectrum
who find each other at the
top of the bell tower. They
learn that they need each
other more than anything
and relationships can sprout

				

Taking a break from the screen and reading a good book is a healthy way of allowing your mind to escape.

from the most unusual of
times. This book is now a
major motion picture and
available to watch on Netflix.
‘The Outsider’
For all thriller and horror
fanatics, Stephen King
brings to you another one
of his most talented works.
“The Outsider” (2018) is
a wild goose chase and a
murder mystery all in one.

This book is about a young
boy who was found cruelly
murdered in a small town.
Tips and evidence come
in, pointing to the town’s
well-known English teacher
and soccer coach, Terry
Maitland. Detective Ralph
Anderson has no choice but
to publicly arrest Maitland.
The real question is, “Does
Terry really have a dark side

that no one knows about
him, or is he innocent?” This
book will leave you digging
for more answers, and, of
course, King brings his usual
eerie and supernatural style
to this story.
‘The 7 Habits of Highly
Effective People’
If you are looking for that
motivation and change in
your life, this is the self-help

Poly predictions: Aries 2020
By KELCIE HARTLEY
Staff Writer
Sign of the Ram:
For those born between
March 21 to April 20,
your sun sign is Aries, the
first sign in the zodiac.
The ram is the symbol
for the Aries sign. Ariesborn people, just like
the ram, are known for
charging head-on toward
any challenges they face.
Aries is one of the
three fire signs, along
with Leo and Sagittarius.
People who are born
into a fire sign are
usually associated with
passionate, spontaneous
and
outspoken
characteristics.
Aries personality
traits:
Those who feel
a connection with
their sign know that
Aries people can have
strong personalities.
Just like the ram,
Aries are headstrong,
independent, energetic,
leading and assertive.
These traits allow Ariesborn people to make
themselves known to
others easily.
“We (Aries) are the
first of the zodiac and

JOANNE GUINTU | THE POLY POST

book for you. Stephen Covey
shares his insight about how
changing your patterns
in life will positively
change your mentality and
relationships in life. This
book, originally published
in 1989, encourages you to
make a shift in perspective
and apply these lessons to
your work life, relationships,
time management, mentality
and more. This book is not a
light read, but one that will
have you highlighting and
leaving notes in it.
‘I Hope You Stay’
“I Hope You Stay” is
C o u r t n e y Pe p p e r n e l ’s
newest poetry book released
this year. This book is a
collection of poetry with
words of light in times of
darkness, heartbreak, hope
and healing. It will move
you and touch your heart.
This book feels like a friend
giving you a hug or a warm
blanket wrapped around
you.
Getting lost in a book
will make your time in
quarantine go by so fast
and become much more
enjoyable.
Reach Joanne Guintu at
ae@thepolypost.com

‘Doom’: A game
that is one of a kind
Continued from Page 7

COURTESY OF EDUARDO RANGEL

we have a playful energy
to live life to the fullest,”
third-year criminology
student Jizelle Morando
said. “Aries are risky,
impulsive and spurof-the-moment types,
but who doesn’t like
things on a whim? Aries
people are always up for
a challenge and have a
fun outlook on life. Who
wouldn’t want to be
around an Aries?”
Typical weaknesses
of the Aries sign can
be
stubbornness,
impulsiveness,
selfishness
and
arrogance.
Not every Aries
considers
certain
characteristics to be

a weakness. Secondyear gender, ethnic and
multicultural studies
student LJ Frazier
recognizes stubbornness
to be a positive quality
for her.
“I am stubborn, but I
don’t see it in a negative
way because it makes me
more determined to get
to my goals,” Frazier said.
Family and friends:
Aries have strong
connections to friends
and family and put
all their energy into
those relationships.
Sometimes Aries can
push others away with
their competitiveness
and stubbornness, but
those closest to them

know that no harm is
meant by it.
“My brutal honesty can
sometimes translate to
blunt and rude behavior,”
said Carolin John, a firstyear computer science
student. “While my
honesty can socially
hinder me, it’s usually
more beneficial because
(it) allows me to cut off
toxic people. However,
this also allows my few
close relationships to be
incredibly intense and
genuine as my friends
know I do not hide my
feelings.”
Love
and
relationships:
COVID-19 precautions
have limited all in-person

of combat, creating a
persistent metagame
players must account for.
The game offers
excellent replay value.
Whether it’s the game’s
unique 2 vs. 1 multiplayer
mode, or the plethora of
in-game collectibles and
secrets to find, the game
incentivizes players to
keep coming back while
making each repeated
playthrough feel just as
fun and engaging as the
first.
Mick Gordon returns
to compose “Eternal’s”
interactions until further
notice. Luckily, there are
plenty of ways online to
find love and romance
during quarantine and
social distancing. @
CPP.tinder is a popular
account on Instagram
that helps CPP students
connect with each other.
Isolation, however,
isn’t a problem for Aries,
who enjoy independence
from others. Time alone
isn’t a bad thing and can
be beneficial for selfreflection and relaxation.
Sometimes, the most
important relationship to

soundtrack, delivering yet
another incredible heavy
metal score to accompany
players on their brutal
journey.Eternal offers
the best experience of
any “Doom” game before
it and one of the single
best shooter experiences
to date in the gaming
industry.
“Doom
Eternal”
is available now for
PlayStation 4, Xbox
One, PC and will launch
at a later date for the
Nintendo Switch.
Reach Nicholas Talamante at
ae@thepolypost.com

work on is with yourself.
To those looking
for love, website Café
Astrology says, “Your
attractions are impulsive,
you can be attracted to
many different types of
people. However, if you
are going to share much
time with someone, a
rather independent type
is best for you. Close
sharing and intimacy
can sometimes try your
patience, and a whining
or dependent partner will
wear you out quickly.”
Reach Kelcie Hartley at
ae@thepolypost.com
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Online class
works for me
By STEVEN EVERETT
Staff Writer

Long story short, I’m
loving this.
Obviously, the reason
we’ve all switched to
online classes is severe.
Really, what kind of
warped human being
would gladly wish a global
pandemic to be the cause
of something they’ve
wanted for a long time?
Yes, the world’s current
situation is grim, but I
appreciate the switch to
online classes and the
easing up of certain class
assignments.
I am not fully
comfortable in public
places that have high
occupancies. Now that
we’re in the middle of
a pandemic, everyone
ought to have such an
apprehension.
Switching to online
classes has been a great
help to me personally.
Removal of the need
to come to campus
eliminates the need to
use money to commute
there, allowing me just
under $15 extra per week.
Certain assignments
have also been modified
to require less travel,
which, again, is an ease on
my income since there’s
less reason to commute.
The biggest benefit is
also the simplest one: the
fact that I don’t have to be
in a classroom for the rest
of the semester.
I don’t hate the
classroom environment.
It’s a nice social place
most of the time. But
what negatives it has are
pretty serious for me: the
possibility of bad seating
arrangements (especially
in
those
tightlypacked lecture halls),
malfunctioning tech in
the room causing a delay
in the lecture (it’s as much
a headache for students as
it is for instructors) and,
naturally, contagious
attendees.
Being free of that last
problem is actually very
helpful to me as a student.
In addition to my usual
gripes with the contagious
population, possibly sick
people also pose a threat
to my concentration in
class. There have been so
many times I’d be working
on classwork or homework
and the sound of a cough,
sneeze or even a loud
sniffle would make me
lose track of the sentence
I was writing. None of my
homework assignments
were ever finished in
class, and that’s the exact
reason why.
In general, I’ve adapted
perfectly to Zoom. It’s
basically a mix between
the best features of Skype
and Discord. Experiences
with the switch to online
classes differ from student
to student.
There might be certain
obstacles such as weak
network connections, lack
thereof or professors who
aren’t tech savvy.
However, despite the
technical difficulties
professors and students
might
face
with
online classes, socially
distancing ourselves for
the remainder of the
semester is key to keeping
COVID-19’s threat to a
minimum.
Reach Steven Everett at
editor@thepolypost.com
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Zoom, work, sleep, repeat
By KRISTY RAMIREZ
Staff Writer
My first taste of freedom
and the sense of self I
developed in college is
gone because some people
refuse to stay home and
help flatten the curve of
coronavirus cases.
I’ve never been able
to focus at home, and
I’m sure I’m not alone in
that. Before the pandemic,
I would spend my time
anywhere but home.
I realized that home
wasn’t for me during
my first year of college
when I first experienced
complete freedom.
In high school, I was
so confined. If I wanted
to go out, I had to give
my parents a list with
everyone’s full name,
their phone numbers,
their parents’ names,
their parents’ phone
numbers and later send
them a photo of me with
everyone I was with. They
made sure I gave them
proof of where I was and
with whom.
My first year at Cal Poly
Pomona felt like the best
year of my life, and every
year since then has topped
it. I hit the highest point in
my life, so far, emotionally
and physically.
I did my work at coffee
shops, libraries, parks
and any where that
wasn’t my dorm. I took
the bus everywhere and
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met fascinating people.
I ventured out to other
campuses for fun and
expanded my network.
Ever since CPP has gone
digital, I’ve been placed
back into confinement,
coincidentally enough, at
my parents’ house.
I returned home in
fear of not keeping up
with my payments at
my apartment in Walnut
because of the closure
of my workplace at the
Bronco Recreational and
Intramsural Complex.
Although I’m fortunate
to have the option of

working from home, I
don’t know what a whole
semester of this will do to
my sanity.
I’m glued to my
computer for eight hours
nonstop sometimes,
sitting through my Zoom
lectures and my shifts
at work. My eyes burn.
My head hurts. Staying
inside and staring at
screens for too long is
making me emotionally
and physically exhausted.
Realizing that I have to
wake up to do it all over
again devastates me a
little more each day.

Going digital can’t
possibly be doing
anything to relieve our
concern and health during
these troubling times.
I wonder what we’re
all going to be like once
we can go out with one
another again.
I like to picture what
the first hangout after
quarantine is going to be
like. Just picture it. It’s
bound to be one for the
books.
At the same time, I can’t
help but think, what if
everyone is too lifeless to
go out anymore by then?

Being stuck indoors,
behind a screen, with only
three people to talk to can
really take a toll on you.
The end of this pandemic
is unpredictable. We may
emerge from quarantine
into a grand celebration
or a post-apocalyptic
nightmare.
I resonate with the
dread that comes from
staying indoors, but our
ability to stay indoors can
have a significant effect
on the outcome of this
pandemic.
Reach Kristy Ramirez at

editor@thepolypost.com

Is graduating in 4 years a myth?
By ANDY FOREMAN &
DENNIS ERTURK
Staff Writers

Every Cal Poly Pomona
student knows how
stressful the registration
period is.
You’ve talked to your
advisor, you’ve selected
your classes that fit
with your schedule, and
everything is in your
shopping cart ready to go.
Your registration period
might begin at five in the
morning, or it could start
during your shift at work.
Regardless, BroncoDirect
has the uncanny ability
to make registration
appointments at the
most inconvenient times
possible.
But that doesn’t matter
now. You’ve got your
laptop or phone ready to
go, everything is selected
as the minutes tick down
until registration begins.
As soon as the clock
hits that designated time,
you click “enroll” as fast
as you can!
As your device loads
the new webpage, you tell
yourself if there were ever
a time when you needed
your Wi-Fi to be as fast as
possible, this is it.
Then the new page
loads, and your heart
sinks as you see those
infuriating
yellow
triangles, telling you
that your schedule for
the next semester is more
than likely ruined.
Now, you must e-mail
the professor quickly
for an add code or find
new classes, which are
inevitably going to be
at either eight in the
morning or eight at night.
As CPP students, the
least of our problems are
our actual classes – it is
getting our classes.

That is the hardest part
of the CPP experience.
Between getting into
classes and finding a
parking spot, it almost
seems that CPP is going
out of its way to make
sure that we are here
as long as possible.
With tuition at $3,000
a semester (plus books,
parking passes, etc.), do
we really have to wonder
why?
According to College
Factual, only 15% of firsttime, full-time students
at CPP graduated in four
years, compared to the
nationwide average of
33.3%.
The percentage of
first-time, full-time CPP
students who graduated
in six years stood at
62.9%, compared to the
nationwide average of
46.2%.
Perhaps the most
shocking discovery is that
a higher number of firsttime, full-time students
at CPP (71.1%) graduated
in eight years.
It is also worth noting
that the school website
listed the two-year
graduation rate for
transfer students at a
mere 32.3%.
In the same report,
CPP’s data on graduation
rates showed the fouryear graduation rate for
transfer students to be
at 80%.
The Office of Student
Success website lists its
campuswide goals as
follows:
“1) to use data
dashboards to identify
students who are closest
to graduation and provide
additional support
2) provide additional
funding
to
open
bottleneck courses

3) use degree audits
and analytic tools to
align class schedule with
student demand
4) address and reduce
the number of courses
with high failure rates
with redesign
5) execute targeted
interventions to students
who are at risk of derailing
their paths to graduation
6) expand support for
student programs aimed
at eliminating the equity
gaps.”
Sadly, it appears that
even for CPP’s full-time
students, the goal of
graduating in four years is
becoming more and more
unreachable. This isn’t
even factoring in other
life variables like work or
family commitments that
students must plan their
course schedules around.
The lack of available
class sections does
not help the situation
students face when they
need to balance both
school and life.
Even if a student
dedicated his or her full
attention and time (and
realistically, who’s able
to do that?) to finishing
school in four years,
the current state of
CPP’s registration and
availability of classes is
making that more and
more difficult.
If you are a CPP student
who is stressed about
how long you are going
to be here, please don’t
feel like you are alone.
We’re all in the same
boat, and even if it
feels like you are falling
behind, just know that
everyone else is staring
at those yellow triangles
on BroncoDirect too.
Reach Andy Foreman &
Dennis Erturk at
editor@thepolypost.com
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Track & field canceled due to COVID-19

Courtesy of CHUCK UTASH

Freshman Kailen Smith started his 2020 season jumping 1.93 meters in the high jump at the Rossi Relays on Feb. 22.

Courtesy of CHUCK UTASH

Freshman Skye Lattimore jumped 5.11 meters in the long
jump at the Rossi Relays on Feb. 22 to kick off her outdoor
season.

By NOUK
KEOVYPHONE
Staff Writer

The
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pandemic has impacted
many sports and stripped
the athletes short of their
successes. The men and
women’s track and field
season was in its prime
when the coronavirus
first struck, leaving
many athletes with the
question of, “What if?”
The Broncos were
looking forward to

attending three different
meets the weekend of
March 13-14, as the
team split up to travel
to different locations
to showcase its talents.
Some of the Broncos
anticipated the Ben
Brown Invitational at
Cal State Fullerton to
secure more provisional
and national marks,
while others were
supposed compete in the
Occidental Spring Break
Classic at Occidental
College in Eagle Rock on

March 14. The third meet
was set for sophomore
Ay a n a
Fields
to
compete at the National
Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA)
Indoor Championships
in Birmingham, Alabama.
After finding out
that these meets were
canceled due to the
coronavirus in an email
from head coach Chris
Bradford, the news got
worse for the Broncos.
Their entire season
came to a sudden end in
the span of three to four
hours.
Fields was beyond
excited to compete
against the best of the best
competitors at the NCAA
Indoor Championships.
She heard the devastating
news in person from her
coaches the day before

she was supposed to
compete at nationals.
“I was disappointed
because the outdoor
season just started, and I
knew my team and I were
going to do some great
things this season,” Fields
said. “This journey isn’t
over yet, and I’m going to
come back with twice as
much energy.”
With Fields being
a sophomore, she is
fortunate to say she is
able to compete again for
the Broncos.
On the other hand, the
seniors don’t get the same
chance for redemption as
this was their last season
to push themselves to
their greatest abilities.
The women’s track
and field season started
before the men’s since
they had the opportunity

to have an indoor season
this year, but it didn’t
make it any less hard for
the women.
“It took me a while for
me to accept that my
senior season was gone,
and I would most likely
never compete again,”
senior Imani Williams
said. “I’m taking it day
by day and just focusing
on my classes now. I know
that it was cut short for
good reasons, and there’s
bigger things going on.”
The men’s season had
barely started, which left
many of them distraught.
Not only has it affected
the whole track and field
team emotionally, but
physically as well.
“Because I am a senior,
this was my last year and
… it wasn’t even possible
to get that year back, so

pretty much my senior
season was done after
two meets,” senior Ryan
Peacock said. “Dealing
with the season being cut
off has been hard for me
because I’m an athlete,
we are constantly outside,
around people and most
importantly active.”
The
coronavirus
pandemic has left the
whole track and field team
with a lot of “what ifs,”
but the communication
between the coaches
and the team has made
it easier to take it day by
day for the team. As of
now, the season has been
left with deep sorrows,
but hopes for a chance
of redemption for next
season.
Reach Nouk Keovyphone at
sports@thepolypost.com

Baseball cut short 21 games into season
By CARLOS OLIVARES
& DENNIS ERTURK
Staff Writers

The 2020 baseball
season has been canceled
for the Broncos, in
accordance with the Cal
Poly Pomona Department
of Intercollegiate
Athletics and the
California Collegiate
Athletic Association
(CCAA) president’s and
chancellor’s boards.
The decision to
officially cancel all
competition, nonconference
and
conference
sport
competitions, as well as
CCAA Championships
through the end of
the 2019-20 academic
calendar, was made
due to continuing
developments related
to the coronavirus
(COVID-19) pandemic.
The CCAA additionally
prohibited all countable
athletic-related activities
for all sports as well as
both on- and off-campus
in-person recruiting
until May 31.
The decision to
terminate the season
for intercollegiate
athletics came as no
surprise after essentially
all professional sports
postponed their seasons
or canceled them.
For the seniors on the
baseball team, the end
of their college careers,
as well as some of their
baseball careers, ended in
a way that nobody could
have ever predicted.
However, with the health

Courtesy of CPP ATHLETIC DEPARTMENT

The baseball team had an overall record of 13-8 and a conference record of 11-5 before the remainder of its season was terminated due to the
coronavirus.

and safety of the public
as a number one priority,
seniors sadly understood
the complications that
the virus has had on their
season.
Senior
infielder
Matt Manskar was
disappointed with how
his senior season ended,
but understands the
decision made to cancel.
“It’s an uncanny
feeling to have your
senior season canceled,”
Manskar said. “It’s
very upsetting to have
something that you’ve
worked for tirelessly be
suddenly taken away

from you. The way we
had been performing, I
can’t help but wonder
what could’ve been if we
had played.”
The Broncos had eight
seniors on the roster for
the 2020 season, and now
that it has been canceled,
senior pitcher Gavin
Velasquez shared his
teammate’s sentiment.
“There are still some
things that our coaches
are trying to figure out
as far as what the ruling
on eligibility from the
(National Collegiate
Athletics Association) is
going to be,” Velasquez

said. “We truly believe
that we had something
special with this group
of guys. Unfortunately
there is nothing we can
do about this situation,
so we have to move on.”
The Broncos only
played 21 games out of
their 50-game season,
not including both
the CCAA and NCAA
tournaments.
For senior infielder
Ryon Knowles, not being
able to have his talents
recognized this season
has him questioning his
future and appreciating
baseball substantially

more.
“I felt good and the
team felt good, so from
going 100% to just
nothing was kind of a
shock,” Knowles said.
“I know a lot of the guys
were depressed about
it for a few days. It was
tough knowing all the
hard work that you just
put in kind of doesn’t
mean anything, so it was
hard one to swallow.”
“If baseball is not in my
future, I’m going into the
real world, so it has given
me that aspect of life and
to not take the game for
granted since it can all

be over in the blink of an
eye,” Knowles said.
To be a senior athlete
fully capable to play
in your last season of
the sport you love, but
be unable to due to
a virus outbreak, is a
detrimental situation
for these seniors and
others across the world.
One could only imagine
the pain these seniors
feel and the speculations
going through their
minds.
Reach Carlos Olivares &
Dennis Erturk at
sports@thepolypost.com

