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A haunting American Holocaust is 
claiming new victims every day in 
the most frightful and dangerous 
way.

Out of sight and invisible.
Indigenous women are statistically the 

most murdered members of our society, 
killed with such regularity that victims are 
vastly undercounted.

Native American women are allowed to 
disappear three times, advocates charge: in 
life, in the media and in the data. It is like 
they never disappeared. It is like they never 
existed.

They did exist. 
Data is shocking. 
Native American women face murder rates 

10 times the national average.
Homicide is the third leading cause of 

death of American Indian females aged 
15-34.

More than 95 percent of the cases 
were never covered by the American or 
international news media.

The lack of data is also shocking.
Of the 5,712 cases of murdered or missing 

women in 2016, only 116 were logged into the 
Dept. of Justice database.

Hundreds of law enforcement agencies 
have no category for Native American crime 
victims and lump them in with White 

victims.
Hundreds of known murder victims 

and disappeared women appear in no law 
enforcement records whatsoever.

No law enforcement or Native American 
advocates will even take an educated guess 
at how many women have been killed or 
disappeared in recent years. All fear the 
number is staggering, but no one is counting.

Were it not for a single DOJ study of 
the problem we would have no empirical 
evidence to describe a problem that we know 
anecdotally exists on a horrifying scale.  

Alaska Senator Lisa Murkowski and 
Nevada Sen. Catherine Cortez Mastro 
are members of a bipartisan group of 
lawmakers concerned about America’s 
missing and murdered Indigenous women. 
They introduced the “Not Invisible Act” 
this month in an effort to bring forward 
meaningful recommendations from law 
enforcement, tribal leaders, federal agencies 
and victims. 

A previous bill, Savanna’s Act, was signed 
into law in October. It is a small step in the 
right direction. Introduced by former North 
Dakota Senator Heidi Heitkamp in 2017, 
the legislation bears the name of 22-year-
old murder victim Savanna LaFontaine-
Greywind of the Spirit Lake Nation. She was 
eight months pregnant when she was killed 
by a neighbor. 

SAVANNA’S ACT aims to:
• Train law enforcement how to record tribal 

enrollment of victims in federal databases;
• Educate the public on the National Missing 

and Unidentified Persons System;
• Make it easier for Native American tribes and 

organizations to enter crime information into 
the system;

• Train law enforcement to better respond 
to cases of missing or murdered Native 
Americans;

• Track and report statistics on missing or 
murdered Native Americans in an effort to 
develop a federal database;

Crimes against Native American women 
are not isolated to remote reservations. 
Health care advocates report that thousands 
of women living in urban centers are also 
victimized, but fall through the bureaucratic 
cracks. Canadian and Mexican women 
face the same dark fate. Some of America’s 
most cosmopolitan cities have some of the 
highest crime rates against Indigenous 
women, according to The Urban Indian 
Health Institute. Wealthy, well-run cities like 
Seattle, San Francisco, Tucson, Sacramento, 
Albuquerque and Anchorage are among 
the urban centers with high rates of murder 
and other forms of violence against Native 
women and girls.

Other cities almost certainly have 
comparable or worse records, but again, 
there is little or no data. Part of the reason 
is likely incompetence by law enforcement 
record keepers, but some of the blackout is 

intentional. Many jurisdictions refused or 
slow-walked Freedom of Information Act 
requests by government researchers and 
journalists. Some of the worst offending 
cities were Bakersfield, Gallup, Billings, 
Portland, Kansas City, Salt Lake City, 
Fairbanks, Ketchikan and Flagstaff.

America’s news media shoulders much 
of the responsibility for this stealth tragedy. 
To say that coverage of Native American 
women murdered and missing is pathetic 
would be generous. We have been too busy 
salivating over Donald Trump’s deranged 
Tweets, the kooky Kardasians and COVID 
deniers at motorcycle gatherings to give 
any meaningful attention to the barbaric 
treatment of our Native sisters.

America is rightfully convulsed with a 
reckoning about its dreadful treatment of 
African-American men, Latinas and our 
LGBTQ community. Hope glimmers on the 
horizon. A case could be made that Native 
Americans are the most mistreated of all 
people in this country. While other people 
were enslaved, sublimated, terrorized, 
marginalized and abused, Indigenous 
People alone were exterminated. There is a 
reason they make up just 2.09 percent of the 
population.

Native Americans are the powerless in 
this country, and need us to add our voices 
to theirs. Native American women are 
disappearing without a trace. They need our 
voices most of all.
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