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Firefighters tried to take ad-
vantage of Saturday’s cooler
temperatures as the Creek Fire
raged nearly out of control,
swelling overnight to 196,667
acres with at least 369 struc-
tures ruined, including dozens
of homes and businesses in the
Sierra National Forest’s moun-
tain communities of eastern
Madera and Fresno counties.

Containment remained at just
6% mid-day Saturday as about
1,811 firefighters battling what

already has become the 16th
largest wildfire in California’s
history. The Creek Fire erupted
Sept. 4 near Big Creek and Hun-
tington Lake.

“We’re still trending in a very
good condition,” U.S. Forest
Supervisor Dean Gould told
reporters late Friday.

But as progress was expected
Saturday, authorities also were
bracing for winds to pick up
again Sunday and refuel stub-
born flames.

Smoke helped keep temper-
atures cooler in the mountains
but hampered visibility, forcing
firefighters to ground aircraft at

least through the early part of
Saturday.

Evacuation warnings and
orders, meanwhile, remained
the same in Fresno and Madera
counties, officials said.

The cause remained under
investigation. Full containment
isn’t expected until mid-Octo-
ber.

The Creek Fire is one of 28
major wildfires racing through
California, including 13 new
fires that erupted Friday, Cal
Fire said Saturday. More than
16,000 firefighters are battling
flames statewide.

FIREFIGHTERS BATTLING
MULTIPLE SPOT FIRES TIED
TO CREEK FIRE

Dead trees and wild brush
fueled the Creek Fire’s slow
burn into Blue Canyon on Sat-
urday, “raising concern that it
could become established and
make a run into Shaver Lake,”
Cal Fire reported.

Firefighters on Saturday were
developing plans to attack the
fire and protect Shaver Lake.

“Crews are working around
the structures looking for hot
spots and mopping them up. 

ERIC PAUL ZAMORA ezamora@fresnobee.com

A vehicle charred by the Creek Fire sits across the street from Pine Ridge Elementary School near Highway 168 in Pineridge on Friday.

Cooler weather slows Creek Fire;
stronger winds expected Sunday

BY BRYANT-JON ANTEOLA
bjanteola@fresnobee.com

SEE CREEK FIRE, 5A

Last of a series of stories for the
Fresno Voices project.

Angie Barfield worked hard
and earned good grades as a top
student in the late 1970s at Gib-
son Elementary School in Fresno.

The racism she faced made
her school years the worst expe-
riences of her life.

“I was placed into a class-
room with a teacher who I re-

member vividly saying,’ There
is no way that this Black child is
at grade level to be in my
class,’” the Fresno native said.

Barfield, now 48, said that
moment stayed with her over
the years and made her feel
unsafe and unwelcome.

“Having white teachers tell
me that I’m not smart, that I
shouldn’t be here, constantly
making me a trouble child, it
was horrible,” Barfield said. “I
think to be an intelligent Black
child in this city can get you

marginalized, devalued, dehu-
manized to the point where you
don’t want to be in school, and
you do act out.”

The Gibson campus sits in
north Fresno, snuggled between
Bullard High and Lincoln Park.
During the late 70s and early
80s, the population was mostly
white. Barfield remembers few
Black students and even fewer
Black teachers.

That hasn’t changed much 

FRESNO VOICES

Schools in Fresno need more
Black teachers in classrooms
BY MONICA VELEZ
mvelez@fresnobee.com

JOHN WALKER jwalker@fresnobee.com

Lauren Beal teaches at Edison High School. Her future in education
was influenced in a big way by Modella Jones, Beal’s first-grade
teacher and first Black teacher. She strongly feels that having Black
educators in school systems is vital.SEE FRESNO VOICES, 10A

The Creek Fire, rampaging
in the Sierra National Forest
in eastern Fresno and Madera
counties, has charred an esti-
mated 196,667 acres as of
Saturday and devastated
dozens of homes and busi-
nesses in the mountain com-
munities. 

Yet after only a week, the
Creek Fire, along with at least
four other major wildfires in
California, is the largest re-
corded wildfires in the state’s
history.

As of Friday, the fire was
already ranked by Cal Fire as
16th among the 20 biggest
wildland fires dating to the
1930s. And within the past
week it became the largest
fire ever fire to burn in the
Sierra Nevada mountain ar-
eas of central California in
Mariposa, Madera, Fresno
and Tulare counties.

In the Sierra National Forest,
millions of trees weakened by
drought over much of the past
decade and killed by bark
beetles are providing plenty of
fuel for the fire – in a state
already battling dozens of
other wildfires that so far this
year have burned more than 2
million acres.

According to data from Cal
Fire and the National In-
teragency Fire Center in
Boise, Idaho, the Creek Fire
has covered more acreage in 

Creek Fire
ranks among
the largest
wildfires in
state history

BY TIM SHEEHAN
tsheehan@fresnobee.com

SEE WILDFIRE, 5A
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THE BUZZ

George R.R.
Martin’s plan 
for ‘medieval
castle’ nixed

It was not quite as dra-
matic as Daenerys mount-
ing her last living dragon
to destroy a rival kingdom.

But this week the Santa
Fe Historic Districts Re-
view Board crushed a
proposal by “Game of
Thrones” author George
R.R. Martin to construct
a 24- to 26-foot, seven-
sided tower with battered
stucco walls on his proper-
ty in the New Mexico city.

The edifice, complete
with an elevator and a
roof deck, was designed to
house Martin’s vast li-
brary. It was to be named
the “Water Garden Keep.”

But the board said the
size and design were out
of scale with the tradition-
al, low-lying Southwestern
architecture typical of
Santa Fe.

“It is so clear that this is
not an adobe building,”
Frank Katz, the vice chair-
man of the review board,
said at a meeting Tuesday.
“It is a medieval castle,
and I don’t understand
how we could possibly
approve it in its style.”

— NEW YORK TIMES

Pandemic chases
‘Wonder Woman
1984’ to Dec. 25

Warner Bros. has
pushed back the release of
“Wonder Woman 1984.”

As Hollywood continues
to make adjustments in
response to the ongoing
COVID-19 pandemic, it
was announced Friday the
theatrical release date of
the DC superhero sequel
starring Gal Gadot has
shifted once again – this
time from Oct 2. to Dec.
25.

“Patty [Jenkins] is an
exceptional filmmaker and
with ‘WW84’ she has deliv-

ered an incredibly dynamic
film that moviegoers of all
ages around the world will
absolutely love,” said War-
ner Bros. Pictures Group
Chairman Toby Emmer-
ich in a statement. “We’re
very proud of the film and
look forward to bringing it
to audiences for the holi-
days.”

“First and foremost let
me say how much Gal and
I love all our devoted
Wonder Woman fans
around the world, and
your excitement for
‘WW84’ couldn’t make us
happier or more eager for
you to see the movie,”
added Jenkins.

— LOS ANGELES TIMES

Invision/AP file

Author George R.R. Martin won’t be able to build a
castle-style library at his compound in Santa Fe, N.M. The
city’s Historic Districts Review Board denied a request
Tuesday to let Martin exceed the building height limit. 

Birthdays
Actor Barbara Bain is 89. Actor Eileen Fulton (TV: “As
the World Turns”) is 87. Actor Jacqueline Bisset is 76.
Actor Jean Smart is 69. Olympic gold medal runner
Michael Johnson is 53. Actor Louise Lombard is 50.
Singer Fiona Apple is 43. Actor Mitch Holleman is 25.
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On this date

Today in history
In 1788, the Congress of the Confederation authorized
the first national election, and declared New York City
the temporary national capital. 

In 1814, during the War of 1812, British naval forces began
bombarding Fort McHenry in Baltimore but were driven
back by American defenders in a battle that lasted until
the following morning. 

In 1962, Mississippi Gov. Ross Barnett rejected the U.S.
Supreme Court’s order for the University of Mississippi to
admit James Meredith, a Black student, declaring, “We
will not drink from the cup of genocide.” 

In 1971, a four-day inmates’ rebellion at the Attica
Correctional Facility in western New York ended as police
and guards stormed the prison; the ordeal and final
assault claimed the lives of 32 inmates and 11 hostages.

In 1993, at the White House, Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin and PLO chairman Yasser Arafat shook hands after
signing an accord granting limited Palestinian autonomy.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

WhiteStar has been in
talks with the city for
about a year, he said.

“We expect they will
take action sometime
within the next 30 days or
so,” Bishop said about city
officials.

If all goes well, the
purchase will be complete
in about 90 days, he said.

Arias said city officials
have signed a letter of
intent to enter negotia-
tions, but he expects his
council colleagues will
have many questions and
do their due diligence to
ensure the immediate
investment makes sense
in the current “budget
crisis” and will offer long-
term savings.

The property could
potentially house depart-
ment of public utility
operations, Arias said.

The city of Fresno is
considering buying the
former Fresno Bee proper-
ty as a way to keep utility
rates low and electrify its
fleet in the future.

Jim Bishop, president
and CEO of WhiteStar
Advisors, LLC, in Florida,
said on Friday his firm is
on the path to enter into
negotiations with the city
to buy the building at
1626 E St.

Fresno City Council
President Miguel Arias
also confirmed to The Bee
the city is considering the
purchase.

WhiteStar manages the
real estate assets for the
McClatchy pension fund,
which owns the building.

Currently, city plans call
for the construction of a
new $87 million facility
that would translate to a
significant rate hike for
customers. Moving into
the E Street building
would be much cheaper.
He estimated the city
could potentially purchase
the building, modernize it
and centralize public util-
ity operations for under
$10 million.

Plus, the city expects to
move toward electrifying
its bus and garbage truck
fleet in the coming years.
The former Bee property
offers the electricity infra-
structure needed to oper-
ate such vehicles.

“This potential trans-
action would allow our
city to relocate heavy
industrial city services
from residential neigh-

borhoods into a central-
ized industrial area with
access to our freeway
system, improving the
quality of life for several
of our neighborhoods by
reducing pollution and
wear and tear of our resi-
dential city streets and set
us up to proceed with
modernizing our city fleet
toward electric in coming
years,” Arias said.

HOT PROPERTY
Bishop said there’s been

quite a bit of interest in
the property, but because
of confidentiality agree-
ments he couldn’t say how
many or what type of
other entities expressed
interest. 

The Fresno Bee began
operations in 1922 in a
building at 1545 Van Ness
Ave., which now is home
to CMAC.

The E Street location
was built in the early
1970s as a production
facility. It housed the
pressroom and circulation

departments. 
An extensive multimil-

lion-dollar addition in the
1990s added a state-of-
the-art flexographic print-
ing press and a packaging
center. The second floor
over what was the old
press bay and packaging
center was renovated in
2000 to house the news-
room.

The building is 295,000
square feet and sits on
approximately 12 acres.

The Bee relocated its
printing operations in
2016.

The Bee in early March
moved its operations to
the newly remodeled
Bitwise 41 building in
downtown, but moved out
this month. Employees
continue to work remotely
during the coronavirus
pandemic.

Brianna Calix:
559-441-6166,
@BriannaCalix

City of Fresno considering
purchase of former Bee building
BY BRIANNA CALIX
bcalix@fresnobee.com

drifting south to the cen-
tral San Joaquin Valley
from multiple fires, in-
cluding the SCU Lighting,
CZU August Lightning,
LNU Lighting, SQF, Au-
gust and the North com-
plex fires, according to the
San Joaquin Valley Air
Pollution Control District. 

Until fires are extin-
guished, air quality alerts
are active across the
Valley, warning residents
to stay inside and avoid
outdoor activity to reduce
harmful effects of breath-
ing pollution.

Air quality was in the
very unhealthy range for
particulate matter and
ozone midday Saturday in
Merced, Madera and
Fresno counties, and un-
healthy for children and
seniors in Kings and Tu-
lare counties. 

A dense smoke advisory

A thick haze blanketing
the central San Joaquin
Valley is expected to con-
tinue through the week-
end, as smoke from
massive West Coast fires
drifts over the region. 

The Creek Fire in the
mountains east of Fresno
had burned 196,667 acres
as of Saturday, according
to Cal Fire, sending up
clouds of smoke, ash and
dust — but that was not
the only reason for the
grayish-yellow sky.

The layer of haze over
the valley is a result of
several fires up and down
the coast, as wind pushes
smoke into a large plume
that swirls over the West
Coast. 

Smoke is ultimately

is in effect until Sunday
night in eastern Sierra
counties into Nevada,
creating unhealthy air
quality and reduced vis-
ibility, according to the
National Weather Service.

IS THE AIR QUALITY
SAFE WHERE YOU LIVE?

Some towns experience
worse air quality than
others depending on wind
patterns and additional
sources of particulate
matter.

To view the air quality
in your region or town
based on data from gov-
ernment monitors, visit
gispub.epa.gov/airnow.

To see air quality and
smoke patterns specifical-
ly from wildfire smoke,
visit fire.airnow.gov.

To see real-time air
quality measurements at a
neighborhood level, visit

purpleair.com/map.

HOW TO PROTECT
YOURSELF AND FAMILY
FROM BAD AIR
QUALITY

Exposure to wildfire
smoke can cause serious
health problems, partic-
ularly for children, seniors
and adults with existing
heart or lung problems. 

It can cause asthma,
bronchitis and can aggra-
vate lung disease,
according to the
California Air Resources
Control Board. 

Particulate matter is
tiny particles small
enough to travel past your
upper respiratory system
into your lungs and car-
diovascular system. 

Pollution considered
PM 2.5 can cause perma-
nent damage in devel-
oping lungs, or can trigger

heart or respiratory in-
cidents.

Here’s what public
health officials recom-
mend as protection:

A If faced with heavy
smoke and ash from a
nearby fire, consider
leaving the area.

A Stay indoors if the sky
looks hazy from wildfire
and avoid strenuous
activity outside. That
means don’t let the kids
play outside and don’t
go running.

A Close doors and
windows. Consider
purchasing a portable
air cleaner or efficient
HVAC system. Or,
consider the cheaper
DIY alternative with a
homemade filtered fan.

A If you must go outside,
wear an N95 respirator
mask.

Learn more at
bit.ly/2ZwBvQt.

Monica Vaughan:
@MonicaLVaughan

Plume from fires affects
valley’s air quality forecast
BY MONICA VAUGHAN
mvaughan@fresnobee.com

An Imperial County
man was arrested at Cor-
coran State Prison on
Thursday night on suspi-
cion of killing his cell-
mate.

California Department
of Corrections and Reha-
bilitation officials reported
that Adrian Rodriguez Jr.
44, of Riverside County,
was battered in the unit he
shared with Daniel San-
tos, 29. Officers interced-
ed with pepper spray to
stop the attack and CPR
was initiated immediately
afterward, but Rodriguez
died of his injuries.

The Kings County Coro-
ner will determine the
cause of death in the hom-
icide.

Rodriguez has been in
state custody since 2007,
when he began serving a
three-year sentence for
attempting to evade a
peace officer. He was
sentenced to nine addi-
tional years in 2009 for
assault with a deadly wea-
pon on another prisoner in
a Kings County case, and
then was found guilty in
Del Norte County in 2013
of possession of a deadly
weapon and given two
additional years.

Santos was sent to pri-
son for seven years in
2018 for discharging a
firearm from an inhabited
dwelling, vehicle or air-
craft.

The Corcoran prison
houses approximately
3,300 minimum-, medi-
um-, maximum- and high-
security custody inmates. 

Jim Guy: 559-441-6339

Prison
inmate
suspected
of killing
cellmate
BY JIM GUY
jguy@fresnobee.com

THE KINGS
COUNTY CORONER
WILL DETERMINE
THE CAUSE OF
DEATH IN THE
HOMICIDE.

See an error or another
problem with content in
this edition? Report it by
going to fresnobee.com
/customer-service or by
calling 1-888-905-2036.
To report delivery or
account issues, call
800-877-3400.

CORRECTIONS AND
CLARIFICATIONS
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Fresno’s Community
Regional Medical Center
will not lose its elite desig-
nation as a Level I Trau-
ma Center, the Fresno
Emergency Medical Serv-
ices Agency said late
Thursday.

The critical status had
jeopardized this week
after health department
officials said the hospital

had until 5 p.m. Friday to
restore top-level neuro-
surgical on-call services.
Those on-call services
were suspended at the
hospital last week amid
tense contract
negotiations between
CRMC and the Central
California Faculty Medical
Group.

In the statement, the
Fresno EMS officials said
the hospital on Thursday
morning reported that
“on-call Neurosurgical

Services will resume in
full operation beginning at
5:00 p.m. on Friday.”

“Thus EMS Agency has
stopped any action to
suspend Level I Trauma
Center designation.”

However, the dispute
between CRMC and the
CCFMG remained un-
solved on Thursday eve-
ning.

News of CRMC keeping
its status intact came on
the heels of an announce-
ment earlier Thursday

that the hospital had
brought on outside neuro-
surgeons to temporarily
fill in the gaps left by the
absence of CCFMG neu-
rosurgeons.

“Two new neurosurge-
ons are on site today
(Thursday) and will begin
seeing patients Friday,”
CRMC’s Michelle Von
Tersch, senior vice presi-
dent for communications
and legislative affairs, said
Thursday morning in a
bullet-point statement to

The Bee. 
Lynch said the hospital

has brought in a few doc-
tors from Locum, a com-
pany that provides short-
term and long-term serv-
ices to hospitals. He said
CRMC also retained a
local neurosurgeon who
will assist with neuro-
surgical on-call coverage
in the evenings.

The hospital plans to
bring in two more doctors
on Monday or Tuesday,
he said.

“They are going to have
a group of individuals who
are going to take calls on a
24/7 basis,” he said.

From the EMS’s stand-
point, he said, his agency
needs to make sure the
hospital provides those
services, whatever the

hospital’s specific ar-
rangements.

“They do have some
sort of a dispute between
CCFMG and the hospital
administration,” he said.
“We have chosen to stay
out of whatever that fight
is.”

Lynch said EMS is glad
to see critical services will
resume.

“This is a great resource
for the community, and
other hospitals, that’s
badly needed in our area,”
he said. “It’s going to
benefit our entire commu-
nity and the other hospi-
tals in our area.”

Yesenia Amaro:
559-441-6144,
@YeseniaAmaro

Fresno CRMC hospital to
restore top trauma services
BY YESENIA AMARO
yamaro@fresnobee.com

Fresno State students
will get at least one more
semester of working pri-
marily online after Cali-
fornia State University
Chancellor Tim White
announced Thursday that
the 23-campus system
would not go back to in-
person classes in spring
2021.

White’s decision came
“after extensive consulta-
tion with campus presi-
dents and other stake-
holders, and careful con-
sideration of a multitude
of factors – regarding the
pandemic and its conse-
quences, as well as other
matters impacting the
university and its oper-
ations,” he wrote in a
letter to CSU students,
staff and faculty.

White said he made the
announcement three and

a half months before the
start of the spring semes-
ter to give families time to
prepare. His letter details
more of the decision-
making process for plan-
ning around the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. White
said since there is no vac-
cine and cases continue to
be higher than when cam-
puses closed in the spring,
it is the right decision.

Fresno State President
Joseph I. Castro sent a
message to students shortly
after the announcement,
saying he understood the
disappointment of not
returning to campus.

“I fully understand this
decision may be difficult
to process initially and, for
some, to accept,” he
wrote. “But I also contin-
ue to believe the best way
to weather challenges is to
first know what we are
facing. By knowing now,
in early September, what
we can expect in the

spring semester, we can
each process the ram-
ifications for us person-
ally, and then begin plan-
ning accordingly.”

He said although he did
not have many answers
about the spring semester,
he is pulling again on his
planning task force to
develop and release a
spring 2021 plan as they
did for the fall, which
would detail how many
classes can be held on
campus and which em-
ployees will remain work-
ing from home.

White said each campus
still retains flexibility and
could implement addi-
tional in-person courses if
local health departments
allow. Graduation cere-
monies, which largely did
not take place for the class
of 2020, will be decided
beginning in January.

The Education Lab is a
local journalism initiative
that highlights education
issues critical to the ad-
vancement of the San Joa-
quin Valley. It is funded by
donors. Read more from
The Bee’s Education Lab
here.

Fresno State, CSU
online for spring 2021
BY ASHLEIGH PANOO
apanoo@fresnobee.com

A seventh-grade online
class was hacked Friday
morning with an explicit
message, Fresno Unified
officials confirmed.

The class at Computech
Middle School was in-
terrupted around 10 a.m.,
Trustee Terry Slatic told
The Bee. Slatic received a
screenshot of the message
seen by students in the
virtual class that he
shared.

The message included a
string of profanity, sexual
language, and the phrase
“go kill yourself.” District
officials couldn’t immedi-
ately say whether the
message was directed at
anyone in particular.

Fresno Unified was
aware of the incident, and
Computech officials were

investigating, district
spokesperson Amy Ids-
voog said in an email. The
hacking occurred while
the class was using a
third-party application
and the teacher “immedi-
ately” eliminated the
hackers’ access, she said.

“The vast majority of
engagements occurring in
virtual classrooms are
positive,” Idsvoog said.
“It’s disappointing that
someone would feel the
need to go to this length
to disrupt class. The
teacher took the opportu-
nity with the class to dis-
cuss digital citizenship
and site administration
has been in contact with
parents.”

Slatic said dozens of
parents have told him
about multiple incidents
of hacking into online
classes. He said he didn’t
know whether the district

had protocols in place to
respond to such incidents.

“What is our protocol
when students get ex-
posed to stuff they should
not be exposed to? Every-
thing needs to be trans-
parent and accountable,
and this is an example
that is neither transparent
or accountable,” Slatic
said.

District administration
officials did not respond
to a question about proto-
cols.

Incidents of hacking
and Zoombombing have
become a more significant
issue for schools around
the county, as the coro-
navirus pandemic forced
thousands of schools to
move classes online.

These incidents expose
one of the many techno-
logical challenges in the
new era of distance learn-
ing.

Monica Velez:
559-441-6412,
@monicavelez21

Fresno seventh-grade
class hacked with
explicit message
BY MONICA VELEZ
mvelez@fresnobee.com
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the central Sierra Nevada
than other major blazes:

The Rough Fire – From
its start on July 31, 2015,
until it was snuffed more
than three months later,
the Rough Fire burned
almost 152,000 acres in
the Sequoia National For-
est and Sequoia/Kings
Canyon National Park.

The McNally Fire –
After an abandoned
campfire got out of hand
near the Tulare County
mountain settlement of
Roads End on July 21,
2002, the McNally Fire
burned more than
150,000 acres in the
Sequoia National Forest in
Tulare and Kern counties

before it was vanquished
about five weeks later.

The Ferguson Fire –
After the Ferguson Fire
broke out on July 13, 2018,
it encompassed almost
97,000 acres before it was
contained about five weeks
later, but it wasn’t fully
extinguished until the
following January. It
burned in the Sierra Na-
tional Forest and Stanislaus
National Forest as well as
Yosemite National Park.

THE STATEWIDE SCOPE
Statewide, three of the

five largest wildfires in
California history – and
four of the top 10 – are
currently burning in
northern California. That
includes the August Com-
plex, which is now the
largest ever in the state,
having burned almost
750,000 acres as of Fri-
day in Tehama County
since it began on Aug. 16.

Within days of the igni-
tion of the August Com-

plex, the SCU Lightning
Complex and LNU Light-
ning Complex fires also
began and are now the
third and fourth largest
wildfires on the historic-
fires list. The SCU Com-
plex fire started on Aug.
18 and involves almost
400,000 acres in Stanis-
laus, Santa Clara, Alame-
da, Contra Costa and San
Joaquin counties.

The LNU Complex has
burned almost 365,000
acres in Sonoma, Lake,

Napa, Yolo and Solano
counties since it started
on Aug. 17.

In Plumas County, the
North Complex fire began
Aug. 18 and is estimated at
more than 250,000 acres.

Statewide, the largest
fire now burning is the
August Complex in Tehe-
ma County.

Tim Sheehan:
559-441-6319,
@TimSheehanNews

FROM PAGE 1A

WILDFIRE

Similar operations are
taking place near homes
in the Huntington Lake
and Shaver Lake commu-
nities,” Cal Fire reported
in a mid-morning update
Saturday.

Firefighters said the
Auberry situation was
improving Saturday as
they built lines on the
fire’s edge from the San
Joaquin River east to
Highway 168.

Flames south of Mam-
moth Pools were spread-
ing northeast into the
wilderness.

Firefighters built lines
around at least seven spot
fires burning east of Hun-
tington Lake and were
also assessing a new spot
fire near Bald Mountain.

CALIFORNIA WILDFIRE
SMOKE BRINGS BAD,
GOOD NEWS

Air quality remains an
issue around California,
even in communities un-
touched by fires.

The layer of haze over
the valley results from
several fires up and down
the coast, as wind pushes
smoke into a massive
plume that swirls over the
West Coast.

Smoke ultimately drifts
south to the valley from

multiple fires, including
the SCU Lighting, CZU
August Lightning, LNU
Lighting, SQF, August,
and the North complex
fires, according to the San
Joaquin Valley Air Pollu-
tion Control District.

Until fires are extin-

guished, air quality alerts
are active across the val-
ley, warning residents to
stay inside and avoid
outdoor activity to reduce
the harmful effects of
breathing pollution.

A dense smoke advisory
is in effect until Sunday
night in eastern Sierra
counties into Nevada,
creating unhealthy air
quality and reduced vis-
ibility, according to the

National Weather Service.

FRESNO-AREA TV
NEWS LOSES SIGNAL

At least one local news
station’s signal was in-
terrupted Saturday in
connection with the blaze,
ABC30 reported.

The interruption’s cause
remained unclear, but Cal
Fire spokesman Daniel
Ramey told The Bee fire-
fighters are “confident”
flames did not damage
the transmitters. He said
there is “no active fire”
around the transmitters,
which are located near
Meadow Lakes.

Ramey said it was pos-
sible the interruption was
tied to a contractor work-
ing on the transmitters but
couldn’t immediately
elaborate.

It also wasn’t immedi-
ately clear whether other
area television and radio
signals were affected.

Meadow Lakes is home
to most Fresno-area TV
and radio transmitters,
including ABC30, Uni-
vision 21, NBC 24, CBS
47, Telemundo 51, and
radio stations KVPR, KMJ,
KFCF, La Buena 105.1,
KSKS, and KFMO.

“If you usually watch us
over the air, please tune to
channel 26.7. Some view-
ers may need to re-scan
their channel lineup to be
able to tune to this chan-
nel,” the station reported

on its website.
Viewers with cable or a

digital streaming televi-
sion service were not
affected.

Multiple stations lost
power earlier this week in
connection with the Creek
Fire.

KINSMAN FLAT, OTHER
FOREST AREAS CLOSED
AS FIRE PRECAUTION

The California Depart-
ment of Fish and Wildlife
on Saturday closed nearly
50 state-controlled wild-
land areas, including the
Kinsman Flat Wildlife
Area of the Sierra Nation-
al Forest in Madera Coun-

ty.
The move comes a day

after the U.S. Forest Serv-
ice shuttered all federally-
controlled forests in Cali-
fornia due to “unprece-
dented and historic fire
conditions throughout the
state.”

FROM PAGE 1A

CREEK FIRE

THE CREEK FIRE 
IS ONE OF 28
MAJOR WILDFIRES
RACING THROUGH
CALIFORNIA,
INCLUDING 13
NEW FIRES THAT
ERUPTED FRIDAY,
CAL FIRE SAID
SATURDAY. 
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The California
Department of Public
Health reported 59 new
cases of COVID-19 in
Fresno County on Friday,
which brings the county
total to 26,783.

To prevent a double
whammy of flu and coro-
navirus infections, county
health officials on Friday
announced a countywide
effort to get residents
vaccinated ahead of the
flu season, warning that
individuals can contract
both illnesses simultane-
ously.

“We can’t stress strong-
ly enough how important
it is to get your flu shot
this year, and that’s just
because with COVID,
there’s so many un-
knowns,” said Fresno
County Interim Health
Officer Dr. Rais Vohra. “It
can look a lot like influ-
enza. It may actually co-
occur with influenza, in
some patients, and there’s
just so many unknowns.
We don’t want to take that
chance.”

Health officials recom-
mend residents visit their
primary health provider or
a pharmacy to receive a
vaccine, but are also roll-
ing out between 14 and 15
vaccination clinics across
the county to provide flu
shots. County leaders are
also relying on communi-
ty-based organizations
and federally qualified
health clinics to assist in
distributing vaccines. This
year, county clinics will
also be screening individ-
uals for the coronavirus.

“We want to vaccinate
at least 1% of our pop-
ulation, and we strive for
that every year,” Depart-

ment of Public Health
Educator Leticia Berber
said. “It’s going to be a
little different because we
are going to be screening
for COVID-19 symptoms.
If you do have those
symptoms, you will be
forced to go back home.”

Under the state’s new
blueprint for tracking
cases, Vohra on Friday
said Fresno is poised to
move from its standing as
a purple-designated coun-
ty to the second-tier red
stage within the next week
or so.

Under the purple desig-
nation, many indoor busi-
nesses, deemed non-
essential by the state,
remain closed. The county
needs to remain in the
second-stage red tier for
at least two weeks before
opening schools.

To enter the red stage,
the county will need to
lower its rate of new cases
from 12.6 per 100,000
residents to seven or few-
er. The county’s positivity
rate as of Friday was
9.6%, slightly higher than
the state’s required 5-8%
to reopen schools.

“I’m just hoping that
everyone continues to be
very mindful about health
and safety and that these
good trends continue,”
Vohra said.

As of Friday, Fresno had
122 confirmed cases in
hospitals, including 29
patients in intensive care
units. The hospitals also
have an additional 25
suspected cases, including
4 in ICUs, according to
the state health
department.

The Fresno County
Department of Public
Health reported no new
deaths on Friday, keeping
the total number of deaths
due to COVID-19 as 326. 

Fresno health officials
are urging flu shots 
BY NADIA LOPEZ
nlopez@fresnobee.com

Immanuel Schools in
Reedley stepped up its
legal fight against Fresno
County on Friday by ac-
cusing county officials in a
complaint of denying the
school’s students their
constitutional rights to an
education.

The school’s cross-
complaint is in reply to
Fresno County’s attempts
to force it to stop in-per-
son teaching. The com-
plaint comes days after
the California State
Supreme Court this week
denied a request by
Immanuel and other pri-
vate schools to force the
state to abandon it’s dis-
tance learning policy.

The cross-complaint

alleges distance learning
does not provide an ade-
quate education to stu-
dents and that young
people are a low risk for
contracting the virus. 

It also says the students
are being denied their due
process rights, in violation
of the 14th Amendment,
by: “mandating distanced-
learning in most circum-
stances, which effectively
provides no or unequal
access to education.”

Although a Fresno Coun-
ty Superior Court judge on
Aug. 25 denied the coun-
ty’s request for a temporary
restraining order against
Immanuel Schools, the
county is still pursuing a
preliminary injunction
against the school. That
hearing will take place on
Sept. 15 in Judge. D. Tyler
Tharpe’s courtroom.

Fresno County officials
declined to comment
about the cross complaint.
And Immanuel Schools
along with its attorney
Jennifer Bursch issued a
statement.

“We believe we must
take this legal action to
assure that we have the
opportunity to put all of
our arguments in front of
the court,” the statement
said. 

They also said that in
the four weeks the school
has been in session and
holding in-person classes
there has not been a sin-
gle case of COVID-19. 

“Our families are reg-
ularly telling us how they
are seeing improvements
in their child’s academic
motivation, while also
watching their physical,
emotional, and spiritual

health improve. These are
undisputed benefits as to
why on-campus instruc-
tion is needed and desired
by most parents for their
children,” the statement
said. 

The county and the
private, faith-based school
have been tangled in a
legal battle over the issue
of in-person teaching. The
state’s health department
has forbid schools in Fres-
no County and many
other counties from re-
turning to the classroom
until they are off the
state’s COVID-19
monitoring list for 14
consecutive days. 

But Immanuel Schools
has opposed the state’s
order and reopened to
in-person teaching on
Aug. 13. That same day,
the Interim Health Officer
Dr. Rais Vohra ordered
Immanuel Schools to
immediately halt all in-
person classroom teaching
until the county was off of
the state’s monitoring list. 

Immanuel Schools file complaint
against county over online classes
BY ROBERT RODRIGUEZ
rrodriguez@fresnobee.com

Fresno-area hotels –
once nearly empty as
coronavirus walloped the
travel industry – are now
overflowing with guests. 

But it’s a boom in busi-
ness nobody wants to
celebrate.

The hotels are nearly full
with evacuees and fire-
fighters from the Creek
Fire, which is burning
about 70 miles northeast of
Fresno. The fire has burned
more than 175,000 acres
near Shaver Lake and
thousands of people have
left their homes.

The La Quinta Inn &

Suites by Wyndham on
Clovis Avenue is sold out
this weekend, a drastic
change from the weeks
before when people
weren’t traveling because
of COVID-19, said general
manager Shivam Patel. 

“This is a complete
180,” he said. Before, “it
was just me and one or
two residents in the ho-
tels. Now it’s completely
the opposite. We’re strug-
gling to find enough
rooms to fit people into.”

Half the hotel is full of
evacuees. The other half is
full of firefighters, he said.

It’s a similar story at
most hotels in the area. 

The Red Cross is paying
for 1,200 people to stay in

hotels from Mariposa to
Tulare counties. 

In years past, the organi-
zation would have housed
evacuees in traditional
shelters with lots of people
under one roof, said Taylor
Poisall, spokeswoman for
the American Red Cross of
the Central California.

But since they’re trying
to avoid the spread of
coronavirus, evacuees are
being housed in hotels
instead. Donations and a
partnership with Fresno
County pay for the rooms. 

The Red Cross also
supplies people staying in
hotels with three meals a
day, snacks, medication
and other supplies. 

More than 1,000 fire-

fighters are also working
on the Creek Fire, some of
them staying at area hotels.

Some residents who
have left home to get
away from the fire book a
hotel room for the night
themselves, usually be-
cause they’re traveling to
friends or family in other
parts of the state. 

The Hotel Piccadilly on
West Shaw Avenue in
Fresno is one of a few
pet-friendly hotels in
town. It has about six
rooms that are set aside
for pets and is adding
more, said general man-
ager Paula Flores. 

“Those have been sold
out every night,” she said.
“We definitely didn’t
want to turn away anyone
who had pets.”

The influx in business is
a turnaround from when
the shutdowns first hap-
pened in the spring.

Despite COVID-19, Fresno-area
hotels sold out due to Creek Fire
BY BETHANY CLOUGH
bclough@fresnobee.com
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The Creek Fire is on
target to become one of
the most destructive fires
in the central Sierra in
recent history, already
burning over 175,000
acres. More than 45,000
people have been evacuat-
ed across Fresno and
Madera counties, with
more under evacuation
watches as the fire grows. 

Because of COVID-19,
relief workers are taking
extra precautions to avoid
settings which can poten-
tially spread the coro-
navirus. For example,
evacuees are increasingly
being housed in hotel
rooms, not shelters. 

Here are ways you can
immediately help.

DONATE CASH
Financial donations of

cash are the most direct
way to help relief workers
meet the needs of eva-
cuees and first respon-
ders.

A Make a $10 cash
donation to the Red
Cross by texting
CAWILDFIRES to
90999 or visit
redcross.org/donate/
donation.html.

A Make monetary
donations at
ccadt.org/donate to the
Central California
Animal Disaster Team
for the care of the pets
and small animals
owned by evacuees.

A Donate at
ccfoodbank.org to the
Central California
Community Food Bank
to help feed fire
evacuees.

A Donate at

gf.me/u/yxm338
through PINC
(Philanthropy Inspired
by the Needs of our
Community) Fresno
which is organizing
monetary donations for
the Shaver Lake Fire
Department, whose
rescue equipment was
damaged in the fire.

DONATE GIFT CARDS

A Drop off gift cards from
Target, Walmart, Costco
or Old Navy at the
donation box at the
front reception desk of
the Fresno County
Superintendent of
Schools, located at 1111
Van Ness Ave., Fresno
(indicate the amount on
the card and the school
district you want to
receive the gift card).

A Drop off $25 gift cards
from Target, Walmart or
gas stations and items
for first-responders and
evacuees at the
Unitarian-Universalist
Church of Fresno,
located at 2672 E.
Alluvial Ave., Fresno.

A Drop off gift cards to
Walmart, gas stations,
or fast food restaurants
to The Well Church,
North Campus, between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m.
Monday through
Thursday, located at
2044 E. Nees Ave.,
Fresno.

A Drop off gift cards for
groceries, gas, or
batteries at Clovis Hills
Community Church
between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m., located at 10590
N. Willow Ave., Clovis.

DONATE SUPPLIES

A Drop off donations at
the tent at Fresno
Acura, 7250 N Palm
Ave, Fresno. Please
donate wire cages for
cats and dogs, unused
blankets and pillows,
hay, dog and cat food,
kitty litter, pajamas of
all sizes and socks of all
sizes. Also, monetary
donations can be made
to ellena-woodhams via
Venmo. 

A Fresno volunteer
Yasmin Mendoza is
organizing supply drives
for first responders and
evacuees. For more
information, visit her
Instagram page at
@fresyasss.

A Donate shelf-stable
food, water, personal
hygiene products, pet
food and batteries at
Clovis Hills Church,
North Campus, located
at 10590 N. Willow
Ave., Clovis.

A Drop off water, food,
toiletries and adult
socks at Honey Hair at
365 N. Willow Ave.
Suite 140, Clovis for
first responders.

A Donate personal
hygiene products
through Better Period, a
Fresno-based
organization. For more
information, email
infobetter.period
@gmail.com or visit
their Amazon wish list
on their Instagram
account at
@better.period.

A Donate new clothing
now until Sept. 18 from
5 a.m. to 9 p.m. at any
of the two no-contact
drop-off sites located at
2320 E. Holland Ave.
Fresno, and 515 W.
Antonio Dr. Clovis. 

SUPPORT LOCAL
EFFORTS
A Buy a Sierra National

Forest/Fresno Strong
flag from Oso Y Que
and all of the proceeds
will go toward Red
Cross Creek Fire relief
efforts. 

A Purchase a “Land that I
love” or “Sierra
National Forest” T-shirt
from the local Fresno
brand KLSD and they
will donate all proceeds
to families impacted by
the Creek Fire.

A Buy from Fresno Street
Eats food truck pop-ups
through Sept. 13 to
support Creek Fire relief
efforts. They will donate
a portion of all sales. For
locations, visit shor.by/
fresnostreeteats.

A Buy from Two Cities
Coffee Roasters, located
at 608 4th St., Clovis,
through Sept. 12 for
Creek Fire relief. They
will donate a portion of
their sales. 

A Donate $25 or more and
get 20% off your
purchases at Behr Laser
& Skin Care Center,
1125 E. Spruce Ave.
Suite 207, Fresno. Those
who donate less than
$25 receive 10% off. 

VOLUNTEER

A Volunteer to help with
relief efforts at the
American Red Cross of
Central California by
visiting redcross.org/
local/california/
central-california/
volunteer.html.

A Volunteer at
ccadt.org/volunteer
with the Central
California Animal
Disaster Team to help
with evacuees’ animals.

Know of an ongoing relief
effort? Share it by email to
news@fresnobee.com.

Many ways to help people
and pets hurt by Creek Fire 
BY DAYANA JISELLE
djiselle@fresnobee.com

SAN FRANCISCO 
They lived more than

500 miles from each oth-
er – one in the wooded
foothills of the Sierra
Nevada, northeast of
California’s capital, Sacra-
mento, the other in a
thickly forested canyon
east of Oregon’s capital,
Salem.

Josiah Williams, 16.
Wyatt Tofte, 13.
They were young lives

cut short, victims of the
great western wildfires of
2020.

The arrival of fire sea-
son in the American West
always brings fear of fatal-
ities, especially among the
elderly and infirm, unable
to escape the flames.

But the deaths of Josiah
and Wyatt, two athletic
teenagers, speaks to the
speed and the ferocity of
the fires that this year
have burned a record
number of acres, 4 million
in California and Oregon
combined.

With thick smoke blan-
keting large parts of
Washington, Oregon and
California and tens of
thousands of people evac-
uated, the fires have been
the worst in decades,
exacerbated by climate
change. By Saturday, fires
in California had burned
26 times more territory
than at the same time last
year.

Across the West this
weekend, law enforce-
ment authorities were
scouring incinerated com-
munities for missing per-
sons. An emergency man-

agement official in Ore-
gon said Friday that the
state was bracing for a
“mass fatality incident.”

The known death toll
from fires in the three
states stood at 28 by Sat-
urday afternoon and was
expected to rise sharply,
according to Associated
Press reports. Most of the
deaths were in California
and Oregon. Dozens of
people were still missing. 

And peak fire season is
only beginning in many
parts of the West.

Among those who have
died was a 1-year-old boy,
Uriel, killed when his
parents became trapped
by fire while visiting their
property in Okanogan,
Washington. They were
rescued by the side of a
river with serious burns
after attempting to escape
with the baby in a truck. A
77-year-old woman died
when flames overtook her
home and her car in the
Sierra Nevada foothills.

Although fires in pre-
vious years have proved
more deadly – a firestorm
in 2018 that decimated
the town of Paradise in
California killed more
than 80 people in a single
night – the numbers ob-
scure the trauma that each
death brings to the small
communities where wild-
fires have caused such
terror.

The fires this year have
mostly burned in less
populated areas, keeping
the death toll relatively
low, although the fires in
Oregon are inching near
Portland’s suburbs. Cli-
mate change caused by
the burning of fossil fuels
like coal and oil has wors-
ened the fires, experts say.

As West Coast 
burns, each death
tears at a community 
BY THOMAS FULLER AND
GIULIA MCDONNELL NIETO
DEL RIO
New York Times
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A high-speed rail junc-
tion near Chowchilla to
connect Gilroy and San
Jose with the Central Val-
ley was approved Thursday
by a state board – more
than eight years after ap-
proval of the rest of the
proposed route between
Fresno and Merced.

The California High-
Speed Rail Authority’s
board of directors certi-
fied the environmental
analysis for the junction,
officially called the Cen-
tral Valley Wye.

The certification locks in
the choice of an east-west
line along the north side of
Highway 152, with a north-
south connection running
along Road 11 west of
Chowchilla. The Y-shaped
junction will join the route
coming to and from Gilroy
with a north-south line
near Highway 99 between
Fresno and Merced.

Thursday’s unanimous
votes were a three-part
process: certifying the
environmental analysis
required under state law,
formally adopting the
Highway 152/Road 11
option from among four
alternatives under consid-
eration, and approving the
environmental analysis
and route approval under
federal law.

“Today’s approval by
the board represents an-
other major milestone for
this project,” authority
CEO Brian Kelly said
following the votes. “We
now have completed the
environmental reviews for
the entire 171-mile stretch
between Merced and
Bakersfield.”

The authority originally

adopted its Merced-Fresno
route in May 2012. At that
time, however, no consen-
sus could be reached over
how to connect the east-
west line from the Bay
Area to the north-south
route, considered part of
the “backbone” for what
was at that time envisioned
as a system linking San
Francisco and Los Angeles
by way of Fresno, Bakers-
field and the Valley.

Officials at that time
carved out a box around
Chowchilla for more de-
tailed analysis – a process
that has taken eight years
as rail planners try to
balance the concerns of
the city of Chowchilla,
residents of the unin-
corporated community of
Fairmead, and farmers in
the surrounding country-
side of Madera and
Merced counties.

In January 2017, the
board dubbed the High-
way 152 / Road 11 option
as the “preferred alterna-
tive” to be studied in
detail for the environ-
mental analysis.

Chowchilla officials have
long been worried about
the potential for routes to
disrupt traffic circulation in
and around the city; in
2011, then-mayor David
Alexander decried the
consideration of more than
a dozen potential options
for the wye junction as a
“spaghetti bowl” of lines
on a map.

CONCERNS REMAIN
The Highway 152 align-

ment for the bullet-train
tracks approved Thursday
has Chowchilla leaders
concerned about affecting
traffic access from the
highway to a new indust-
rial park at the south edge
of the city. Additionally,

there is uncertainty over
plans by the rail authority
to connect nearby Fair-
mead to Chowchilla’s city
wastewater system.

Residents of Fairmead,
in the meantime, are wor-
ried about the sweeping
arc of the rail line as it
crosses east of Highway
99, effectively dividing
the core of the small com-
munity from its northern
end, as well as displacing
residents in the path of
the rail line. 

But in the face of those
concerns, the Highway
152 / Road 11 option was
deemed to “strike the best
balance” among the com-
peting interests and repre-
sent the “least environ-
mentally damaging practi-
cable alternative,” said
Gary Kennerly, the agen-
cy’s director of projects
for Northern California.

“There are benefits that
being adjacent to main
transportation reduces
impacts,” Kennerly told
the rail board members in
their teleconference. “We
do recognize that 152 will
displace a greater number
of businesses. … It is a
factor of looking at two
transportation corridors”
along Highway 152 and
Highway 99.

Among Thursday’s
package of votes was
approval of a plan to offset
some of the effects of the
rail route on the city of
Chowchilla, its school
system, and the Fairmead
community. That included
calling for relocation as-
sistance for residents and
businesses that must
move to make way for the
tracks; establishment of a
new community center in
Fairmead, and providing
connections for Fairmead
to Chowchilla’s sewer

system and a Madera
County water system.

Chowchilla City Admin-
istrator Rod Pruett told
the rail board Thursday
that while he has appre-
ciated the authority’s
willingness to work with
the city to resolve issues,
“we feel that our concerns
were not properly or ade-
quately addressed.” 

Pruett urged the board
to delay a vote until there
were signed agreements
over solving the problems.
“We believe the right
thing to do is to have
mitigation measures in
place for the city of Chow-
chilla before approval” of
the environmental docu-
ments,” he said.

WHAT COMES NEXT?
Representatives from

Fairmead, which has a
population of about 1,500
people, also said they’re
thankful for the rail au-
thority’s engagement in
discussions, but said
they’d like to see a greater
commitment by the au-
thority to support an in-
crease in affordable hous-
ing in the community. 

Without it, some of the
families who must move
because of the rail route
would likely leave the
community rather than
staying. “Our vision has
always been to make Fair-
mead a better place to
live,” said Vickie Ortiz, a
leader of the nonprofit
group Fairmead Commu-
nity & Friends. 

“Affordable housing
would help regenerate the
community with old and
new residents. We’ve
made progress over the
years, but affordable
housing is a priority for
Fairmead.”

Tim Sheehan:
559-441-6319,
@TimSheehanNews

Chowchilla, Fairmead worry
over high-speed rail route
BY TIM SHEEHAN
tsheehan@fresnobee.com

Fresno City College is
joining the growing num-
ber of colleges, universi-
ties, and other institutions
across the nation in re-
naming facilities after The
Fresno Bee revealed the
namesake of the college’s
baseball park was a mem-
ber of the Ku Klux Klan.

Fresno City College
President Carole Gold-
smith said the college plans
to rename its baseball
facility, Euless Park, after
learning John Euless was a
prominent KKK leader in
Fresno in the 1920s.

“Given the work that the
college has been and is
doing around equity and
race, having a building or
facility associated with a
racist is not in keeping with
our mission and vision,”
Goldsmith said in a state-
ment to The Bee. “As the
first community college in
California, our goal is to
strive for educational excel-
lence while creating a
welcoming, validating, and
affirming environment for
all of our students.”

The decision to rename
the baseball field at 1101
E University Ave. came
after Bee metro columnist
Marek Warszawski uncov-
ered old news articles
outing Euless as a mem-
ber of the white suprema-
cist organization. The
story was first reported in
1922 by the Fresno
Republican, naming
Euless on a Fresno KKK
chapter membership list
seized by police during a
raid in Inglewood.

School officials are as-
sembling a task force to

find a new name. The task
force will also review the
names of all other facilities
at the college that could
potentially have racist ties.

“Like many others, I was
deeply disturbed and sad-
dened to learn that one of
the facilities in the State
Center Community Col-
lege District had potential
ties to a member of the
KKK,” Board Trustee An-
nalisa Perea told The Bee.

The task force, which
will begin meeting in the
next few weeks, will be
made up of the college’s
academic and classified
senates, student govern-
ment representatives, and
Black and brown commu-
nity members. 

The board will ultimate-
ly vote on approving or
rejecting the new name.

“I must confess, I did
not know the origin of the
name of this baseball
park, nor a few other
names of buildings at
Fresno City College,”
Goldsmith said. “We may
also need to examine the
origins of other areas
across the entire District.”

Perea said the new task
force would be doing
meaningful work.

“The purpose of this
task force is to ensure that
our approach is measured
and thorough so that we
can continue to do our
part in addressing racial
inequities,” Perea added.
“From a board member
perspective, I’m person-
ally looking forward to
swift action being taken
based on the findings that
come from the task force
work.”

Home to the Fresno 

Fresno City College
will change ballpark
name tied to KKK
BY NADIA LOPEZ
nlopez@fresnobee.com

SEE NAME, 11A
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during the 2017-18 school
year with the highest per-
centage of Black students
were all in southwest Fres-
no, a historically Black
neighborhood in the state’s
fifth-largest city that’s been
disenfranchised by
systemic racism for dec-
ades.

Out of the 40 teachers
at Gaston Middle School
that year, six were Black,
and nearly 18% of the
student population was
Black. Four of the 25
teachers at King Elemen-
tary were Black, and the
Black student population
was about 26%.

Over the last 21 years,
Chris Finley, one of the
Black teachers at Edison
High, has worked as a
math and science teacher
and said he’s seen teach-
ers’ unconscious bias creep
into the classroom. There
was a bomb threat on cam-
pus one day, Finley said,
and he heard a teacher
make a comment that
insinuated people in the
Edison area weren’t smart
enough to make a bomb.

“Some of my African-
American students had him
(as a teacher) and ex-
pressed frustration with his
lack of concern about the
African American experi-
ence,” Finley said. “I grew
up five blocks from Edison.
In his mind now, this is
how he sees students sit-
ting before him. I would
say a lot of teachers have a
perspective they bring into
the classroom, and they’re
not aware of how it’s af-
fecting students.”

BLACK PRINCIPALS
One way to get more

Black teachers on campus-
es is to have more Black
principals, said Dr. Daren
Miller, a Fresno native
who’s been a local educa-
tor for 30 years. He’s been
a principal, vice-principal,
advisor, counselor, teach-
er, and adjunct professor.

Miller completed his
dissertation in 2019 that
focused on Black male
principals in the San Joa-
quin Valley and found the
number of Black male
principals has declined
over the last 30 years. At
one point, Fresno Unified
had up to 13 Black male
principals, Miller’s re-
search found.

Now, five of the dis-
trict’s principals are Black,
according to Tobaise
Brookins, the principal at
Kirk Elementary.

“Black administrators
whether it be male or
female are usually getting
into education adminis-
tration because it’s a pas-
sion because they see
themselves as a leader,
they see themselves as
wanting to make change
and institute change holi-
stically,” Miller told The
Bee. “Some of the non-
African American admin-
istrators are getting into
administration because
it’s a profession.”

The 10 principals Miller
spoke with for his research
all said they had Black
mentors when they were in
grade school that led them
to a career in education.

“I thoroughly believe
that being a principal is
about providing service,”
Miller said. “It’s not just
about your service as an
individual, as a principal,
it’s about the school system
and school site you have
and the services it is pro-
viding. Ethnic principals
provide a different founda-
tion than some of our non-
ethnic principals.”

He noted south Fresno
neighborhoods are di-
verse, with Black, Hispan-
ic, and Southeast Asian
communities. Serving
those communities, he
said, requires “some un-
derstanding and some
sensitivities to culture.”

The district’s Black
principals have been
working to create path-
ways for Black people who
want a career in educa-
tion. African American
Principals United are
seeking out people they
can mentor and support,
Brookins said.

“We’re making sure … to
open doors and as a sys-
tem, we are not being a
block but an escalator for

people interested in the
field who might not know
how to get into the field
and don’t know how to
navigate the waters of
being an African American
educator which does come
with a lot of pressure when
you think of even the cli-
mate we are in right now,”
said Brookins, who is also a
minister in Fresno.

MICROAGGRESSIONS
Although Beal consid-

ered herself lucky to have
a Black teacher in ele-
mentary school, that
didn’t shield her from the
microaggressions and dis-
crimination she endured
from white teachers.

In tenth grade, she ran
out of a classroom crying
because a white teacher
said Black people “have
everything.”

“I remember my teacher
saying, ‘They have their
own schools and their own
TV channel,’” Beal said. “I
couldn’t argue with the
teacher because I was so
upset. We have our own
schools because we were
not able to attend white
schools. We have our own
TV channel, Black Enter-
tainment Television, be-
cause white stations
wouldn’t play our music on
TV.”

Black students suffer
trauma that not every
teacher takes the time to
understand or empathize
with, Beal said. Black stu-
dents are often put into
situations where they be-
come the “Black authority
in the classroom and are
always being asked about
Black issues,” she contin-
ued.

Beal said one of her
Black students passed her
in the hallway once and
told her how happy she
was to be taught slavery
by a Black educator.

“She said it off the cuff,
and I definitely think that
for Black kids, a lot of
trauma is so off the cuff
and so normalized stu-
dents probably don’t real-
ize what they’re express-
ing is trauma,” Beal said.

Often, Black teachers
have the extra burden of
carrying student trauma
along with their own.
There have been times
when colleagues have
asked Beal to talk to one
of their Black students
even though they are not
in her class. She said she’s
happy to provide a safe
space on campus for Black
students, something she
also wanted growing up.

“Is it just about having
Black teachers, or is it
having teachers to work for
Black students? You don’t
need to be Black to em-
pathize,” Beal said. “A lot
of times, Black teachers are
doing the work because we
were those students. It’s
building a pathway where,
if it’s a Black issue, the
Black teacher will solve it
rather than the systemic
support of solving it.”

‘HIGH EXPECTATIONS’ 
Bringing more Black

teachers into Fresno Uni-
fied classrooms is a pri-
ority, Idsvoog said. 

“We want adults to be
able to look like the kids
that we’re serving,” he
told The Bee. “If a student
feels understood and
connected to that adult,
hopefully, that means we

said it’s essential for stu-
dents to have role models
who understand the trau-
ma the comes with being
Black in Fresno.

Barfield said she still
hears stories from stu-
dents that remind her of
her own experiences at
Gibson Elementary.

“I’ve seen good in all of
our districts,” said Bar-
field, who now works at
the Fresno County Office
of Education. “But this
anti-Black sentiment em-
bedded in each of them
has to be broken. Being a
Black educator in Fresno,
it’s stressful. They want us
to save the world, but they
don’t want to support
what our needs are.”

Black students have one
of the lowest graduation
rates in Fresno Unified. In
the 2017-18 school year,
81% of Black students
graduated, according to
the state Department of
Education. That number
dipped in 2018-19 to 77%.

In 2017-18, nearly 87%
of white students gradu-
ated, 83% of Hispanic
students graduated, and
90% of Asian students
graduated.

“All Black lives don’t
matter in this system be-
cause this system was
never designed for these
children,” Barfield said.
“Now everybody wants to
check the box and say
Black Lives Matter, but
what are you going to do?”

BLACK TEACHERS
Edison High School

teacher Lauren Beal said
she is often the first Black
teacher some of her Black
students ever have. 

She teaches high school
seniors.

“It’s a wild thing to
think about,” she told The
Bee. “At Edison, in partic-
ular, we are lucky to have
multiple Black educators.”

In the 2017-18 school
year, Edison High had the
most Black teachers out of
all Fresno Unified schools.
Out of the 107 teachers,
eight were Black. The high
school’s Black student
population was 13.5%,
which made it the high
school in the district with
the most Black students.

Beal, who grew up in Los
Angeles, said her mother
put her in a private ele-
mentary school so she
would have Black teachers
early on. She said it “defi-
nitely” made a difference
in her education.

Black educators who
spoke with The Bee said
having a Black teacher
helped motivate them and
gave them someone on
campus they felt they could
trust. Research also shows
when Black students have
a Black teacher early on,
they are more likely to go
onto higher education.

Black students who had
just one Black teacher by
third grade are 13% more
likely to enroll in college,
findings from John
Hopkins University and
American University
researchers showed. The
students that had two
Black teachers are 32%
more likely to enroll in
college.

Another study headed by
the same researchers found
the higher the expectations
teachers have of their Black
students, the more likely
they will finish college.
Both reports, published in
2018, concluded that it’s
beneficial for students to
have teachers who are the
same race. For Black stu-
dents, in particular, the
research found that having
a role model can have
positive effects that last
into adulthood and could
help shrink the educational
attainment gap.

“It’s very important to
see someone who is mir-
roring you,” Beal said.
“Having a Black teacher
in first grade, the way I
did, (changed) how I saw
the role of a teacher and
the way I saw how a
teacher was changed.”

Like Edison High, the
elementary and middle
schools in Fresno Unified

over the years.
Gibson Elementary’s

student population in 2017-
18 was 12.5% Black, and
there were no Black teach-
ers, according to the most
recent data from the Cali-
fornia Department of Edu-
cation.

The Bee compiled data
from the 2017-18 school
year on the number of
Black teachers and stu-
dents at each Fresno Uni-
fied School District cam-
pus, including charter
schools.

Fresno Unified, the
third-largest school district
in California, employed
3,626 teachers in 2017-18,
and 165, or 4.6%, were
Black. Out of about 73,000
students that year, 8%
were Black, and just under
10% were white. Yet about
57% of the district’s teach-
ers were white.

“Kids are looking for
someone who looks like
them, but it’s difficult to
find them,” said Barfield,
who has been an educa-
tional specialist and coach
at various Fresno-area
schools, including Clovis
Unified, Central Unified,
and Fresno Unified.

In the 2017-18 school
year, nearly 28% of Fresno
Unified’s teachers and
68% of students were
Hispanic, and about 10%
of teachers and students
were Asian.

According to data pro-
vided by Fresno Unified, as
of Aug. 15, the district
staffs 3,666 teachers and
4.39% are Black, which is
just about 0.3% lower than
in the 2017-18 school year.

The California Depart-
ment of Education has not
released updated data on
teacher demographics
since the 2017-18 school
year.

Fresno Unified expects
the percentage of Black
teachers to increase in the
coming weeks because not
all new hires have been
accounted for, said Paul
Idsvoog, the chief of hu-
man resources and labor
relations at Fresno Uni-
fied. About 9% of man-
agement in Fresno Uni-
fied is Black, he added.

Fresno Unified is doing
better than the county as a
whole. Idsvoog said in the
2018-19 school year,
about 2.4% of teachers
were Black county-wide.

‘HAS TO BE BROKEN’
Felicia Quarles Tread-

well, who is Black and
works for Fresno Unified’s
human resources depart-
ment, said there wasn’t a
large enough Black pop-
ulation in Fresno to have a
Black teacher on every
campus.

The white student pop-
ulation is only 1.6% higher
than the Black student
population, and there are
white teachers on every
campus.

According to the state
department of education’s
2017-18 data compiled by
The Bee, out of the 99
schools in Fresno Unified,
there were 63 campuses
that had at least one Black
teacher. The district has
Black teachers at 66 cam-
puses as of August 15, said
Nikki Henry, a district
spokesperson.

Of the seven charter
schools within Fresno
Unified’s boundaries, only
one campus — the School
of Unlimited Learning —
has a Black teacher, the
2017-18 data found.

Henry said, “the intent
of Felicia’s comment was
really referring to the fact
that we have come a long
way and that the majority
of our schools do have
Black teachers – and all of
our school sites have Black
staff members. What Fel-
icia was getting at is that
our pipeline is growing;
however, there is still a
large lack of Black educa-
tors working through the
education system.”

Educators who spoke
with The Bee said bringing
more Black teachers into
local classrooms would
help Black students suc-
ceed at higher rates. They

can set that high expecta-
tion for that student.”

Idsvoog said classified
employees — janitors,
cafeteria workers, bus
drivers, and office aides -
are more reflective of the
student population, which
is about 90% non-white.
That’s an opportunity for
Fresno Unified to create a
pipeline that leads classi-
fied employees to teach-
ing jobs, he said.

Within the district’s
prospective teacher pipe-
line, 9.9% are Black, said
Teresa Morales-Young,
who oversees teacher
development for Fresno
Unified. The district starts
recruitment at the student
level. She said Fresno
Unified has a program for
training prospective in-
structional aides, and 13%
of those enrolled are
Black.

Fresno Unified also
partners with local uni-
versities in a teacher cre-
dentialing program with
19% Black enrollment,
Henry said. 

“Those teachers then
become new teachers in
our system, and we’ve seen
our newer teachers, those
that move through the
pipeline, they’re actually
more apt and ready to
move into leadership posi-
tions,” Morales-Young
said. “So our African Amer-
ican percentage rate has
really increased moving
into the leadership pipe-
line.”

Fresno State is the larg-
est local recruitment
source for teachers, Henry
said. In the fall of 2019,
just 2.7% of the students
were Black. The universi-
ty’s Kremen School of
Education’s Black student
population was 2% in the
fall of 2019.

“This speaks to the im-
portance of growing our
own pipeline all throughout
our system,” Henry said in
an email to The Bee. “As
mentioned, we still have
much work to be done, but
our trends are moving in
the right direction, and we
are increasing representa-
tion every year.”

Fresno Unified has also
worked with local Black
organizations and histor-
ically Black universities to
recruit teachers, said Kim
Collins, who works in the
district’s human resources
office.

Cultural proficiency
training for all employees
is also in the works.

“Every single person in
our district needs to be
ready to work with all our
children, all our Black
children, and all our Latino
children,” Quarles Tread-
well said. “That doesn’t
come easy for everybody if
that’s not your experience,
and that’s just reality. But
you can learn.”

NOT ENOUGH
It’s more complicated

than just hiring Black
teachers, Beal said, it’s
about retaining Black
teachers.

“It’s not just the idea of
having Black teachers,”
Beal said, “does your
district respect Black
teachers? Are you being
respected in your posi-
tion? Are we acknowl-
edging they are coming
with another layer of trau-
ma as a Black teacher?”

Fresno Unified has an

African American network-
ing group meant to support
and help retain Black
teachers, Idsvoog said.

“We want to be better
for our city, and we want
Fresno to be the leader of
these changes , and we
can be, and we have great
people trying to do that,”
Idsvoog said. “We have
kids that need (Black)
adults ... as much if not
more than any other city
in the country.”

Beal said she’s had
moments where she’s felt
depressed, exhausted, and
has questioned why she’s
still teaching. She’s said
she’s seen Fresno Unified
protect teachers who say
racist things or discrimi-
nate against Black and
brown students.

“I felt moments like,
‘Why am I doing this?’ I
spent all this money and
have a career to be treated
like this and see students
being treated like this,”
she said.

Soon after George Floyd
died at the hands of Min-
neapolis police officers,
there were various racist
incidents involving Fresno
Unified teachers and other
employees in June. One
teacher at Kings Canyon
Middle School wrote posts
on social media criticizing
the protests sparked by
Floyd’s death.

Another incident hap-
pened at an end-of-the-
year virtual celebration for
Hoover High staff. At
least one employee ap-
peared to mock Floyd’s
death. That same month,
a Design Science Middle
College High School staff-
er came under fire for
comments made on
Twitter in 2017 and 2018
related to immigration
and the Deferred Action
for Childhood Arrivals
program.

Fresno Unified officials
haven’t said whether they
are disciplining the staff.
Officials have said the
people involved had been
talked to, but it’s unclear
if the district can do any-
thing about it.

“I think it’s important for
people to understand ..
there are teachers and
principals and counselors
and educators who really
care about Black students,
but we can’t protect the
ones who don’t, and if the
district continues to do
that, then they continue to
uphold a racist system,”
Beal said.

Many Black people are
“pushed” out of education
positions because they are
“burnt out,” the system
isn’t set up to support
them, and “we cannot do
the modeling of anti-racist
work alone if you expect
Black teachers to stay in
your district and at your
school site.”

Read more from this pro-
ject and watch a replay of
the community forum at
fresnobee.com/fresno-voices

The Education Lab is a
local journalism initiative
that highlights education
issues critical to the ad-
vancement of the San Joa-
quin Valley. It is funded by
donors. Read more from
The Bee’s Education Lab
here.

Monica Velez:
559-441-6412,
@monicavelez21
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Lauren Beal teaches her students at Edison High School remotely due to the pandemic.
“At Edison, in particular, we are lucky to have multiple Black educators,” she said.
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JAMES WILLIAM MATTES

Our beloved husband and father,
James William Mattes, unexpect-
edly left his earthly life on July 17,
2020 at his ranch in O'Neals,
California. Jim was born on January
27, 1958, in Manteca, California,
and he was the husband of Kristann
Silkwood Mattes, the father of
Robert and Shyann, the son-in-law
of Luanne Silkwood, and the
youngest child of Ronald and Helen
Mattes, both of whom preceded
him to heaven
Jim grew up on a farm and was a

rancher all of his life. He married
Kristi in 1989, and they shared ma-
ny wonderful life adventures to-
gether. He was a devoted family
man, and his deepest love and
greatest sense of pride and joy were
as husband to Kristi and father to
Bobby and Shy. Jim attended East
Union High School in Manteca,
Delta College in Stockton, and gra-
duated from California State
University Fresno with a Bachelor of
Science degree in agriculture. He

possessed encyclopedic knowledge
of all livestock, raising cattle, sheep,
goats, pigs, chicken and rabbits
with his family. Jim was a lifelong
member of the Future Farmers of
America, and he and Kristi were in-
strumental in establishing the
Minarets FFA chapter in O'Neals
and leading it to unrivaled success.
Jim helped raise prize-winning ani-
mals for FFA students and took
great pleasure in their success over
the years.
Jim was a man's man in the best

sense of the word, and he would
give a friend the shirt off his back if
he was in need. He was incurably
positive and happy with an easy
smile and a quick wit. He was truly
at home on his ranches, and he
both loved working his livestock and
sharing his joy with family and
friends alike. Jim was generous, loy-
al, helpful, hard-working, astute,
tough when needed, but most of all
he was kind and big-hearted. He will
be dearly missed by his family and
many friends, but he will be forever
in our hearts.
Jim is survived by his wife, Kristi,

his children, Bobby and Shy, his
mother-in-law, Luanne Silkwood,
and his siblings, Kathy Franco,
Roger Mattes, and Doug Mattes.
A Celebration of Life Service will

be held on October 3, 2020, at the
Big Blue Barn located at 47697
Road 200, O'Neals, CA 93645; call
Rae Pulido at (559) 868-6398 for
the time of the service.
If you would like to make a re-

membrance contribution in Jim's
memory, please send donations to
your favorite local FFA Chapter, 4-H
Club, or to the O'Neals-Minarets
FFA Chapter, P.O. Box 186, O'Neals,
CA 93645 or Spring Valley Ag
Boosters, P.O. Box 43, O'Neals, CA
93645.

LUDRIE M. SOUZA

Ludrie M. Souza went to her heav-
enly home on September 4, 2020 at
the age of 90. She was born Ludrie
Mary Costa on October 10, 1929 to
Portuguese immigrants Joe and
Mary Costa. She was the youngest
of 11 children and was raised on the
family farm in Lemoore.

Ludrie met the love of her life, Joe
Souza in 1947. He proposed to her
at the Festa in Riverdale that sum-
mer while she was reigning queen.
They married on Feb. 4, 1948 and
that union welcomed 3 beautiful
children. In 1949 Joe and Ludrie be-
gan their own dairy in the Kerman
area. While her husband grew his
dairy business, Ludrie tended to her
home and children. She also was ac-
tive in the CPDES Portuguese club
and a member of St. Jude's Catholic
Church.

In 1965 they relocated the dairy to
the Easton area, which is still in op-

eration. This is where they built
their very first home in 1968. This
home saw the addition of 7 grand-
daughters and 17 great grandchil-
dren. Ludrie resided in her home un-
til the day of her death.

She is preceded in death by her
husband Joe of 47 years, her eldest
son Steven, granddaughter
Stephanie, and all of her siblings.

She is survived by her daughter,
Sandra Tavares and son, Dan Souza
and his wife Joyce; six granddaugh-
ters; lots of great grandchildren and
many nieces and nephews. Ludrie
took great pride and joy in her fami-
ly.

Ludrie was a very loving and sup-
portive mother and grandmother.
She was happiest when visiting with
friends and family. She was known
as a social butterfly whose sweet
and kind demeanor endeared her to
everyone she met.

Visitation and viewing will be held
at Jay Chapel, 1121 Roberts Ave. in
Madera on Monday 9-14-20 from 3
to 8 pm, and also 30 minutes prior
to the Funeral Mass which will be
celebrated on Tuesday 9-15-20 at 9
am at St. Jude's Catholic Church,
208 W. Jefferson in Fresno. Private
Interment will be at Fresno
Memorial Gardens.

Remembrances may be made to
the C.P.D.E.S. Hall, 172 West
Jefferson Ave. Fresno, Ca, 93706 or
Donor's favorite Charity.

To share condolences and sign the 
guest book, please visit

www.jaychapel.com

JAY CHAPEL
1121 Roberts Avenue

Madera, California (559)674-8814

A plastic surgery center
in Fresno that promotes its
doctors as artists in body
sculpting has been sued at
least 10 times in the past
four years over allegations
that patients were left
permanently scarred, in
pain and disfigured.

Athenix Body Sculpting
Institute at Herndon and
Maple avenues in north-
east Fresno has its share
of positive reviews on
social media. But there
are also troubling accusa-
tions of medical mal-
practice, negligence and
sexual harassment.

At the center of several
of the malpractice lawsuits
filed in Fresno County is
Dr. Kevin Ciresi, an Athe-
nix surgeon certified by the
American Board of Plastic
Surgery and the American
Board of Surgery. 

Ciresi and Athenix did
not respond to requests
from The Fresno Bee to
comment on the suits and
allegations.

Ciresi, who is on proba-
tion, is currently allowed to
practice medicine, accord-
ing to the medical board.

Since 2009, according
to Athenix’s web page,
Ciresi has performed
plastic, reconstructive and
vascular surgery at Kern
Medical Center in Bakers-
field. Before that he was
in private practice in San
Ramon. He has served as
assistant clinical professor
at the University of Cali-
fornia, San Francisco, as
well as chief of surgery
and chief of staff at the
San Ramon Regional
Medical Center.

Court records, however,
show another side of the
63-year-old plastic sur-
geon. From 2004 through
2018, Ciresi has been
arrested for driving drunk
five times in various Cali-
fornia cities, ranging from
communities in the Bay
Area to Orange County.

In all of those cases,
police found his blood
alcohol concentration to
be more than double the

legal limit to drive of .08,
according to records from
the Medical Board of
California. 

PATIENT SUITS 
Ciresi has been named

in at least nine lawsuits
from former patients. One
malpractice lawsuit was
filed by the family of a
Selma woman who
stopped breathing during
a face and neck lift in
October 2016. 

Once the patient’s heart
stopped, Ciresi tried for
seven minutes to revive her
but was unsuccessful. Para-
medics were called and she
was stabilized and trans-
ported to a local hospital,
the lawsuit states.

The woman underwent
intensive medical care
and rehabilitation for a
brain injury because of the
loss of oxygen to her
brain. The case was set-
tled two years later with
the victim and her family
receiving $3.9 million,
court records show. 

One of the more recent
cases against Ciresi was
filed on Aug. 6 by Shelby
Lowery of Modesto. 

Lowery, who had her
first child at 17 and breast
fed for several years, want-
ed a breast augmentation.
She told The Bee her body
wasn’t the same as it was
before children and she
wanted to change it.

But Lowery said her
breast augmentation
didn’t go as planned. She
alleged that Ciresi gave
her the wrong sized im-
plants — much bigger than
what she wanted. After
the surgery her breasts
were misshapen and she
was in severe pain.

She allegedly com-
plained to Ciresi, who
agreed to redo the proce-
dure after six months. But
the results were even worse
after that procedure, she
said. She developed an
infection and was left with
significant scarring. Her
implants also seemed to
shift to her sides when she
laid on her back. 

She filed a complaint
with the medical board
and a civil lawsuit against

Athenix and Ciresi. 
Lowery said she will

likely have to undergo
another surgery to fix the
problem. She cried when
she talked about what she
has gone through. “I just
wanted my body to be
normal,” she said through
tears. “And now I can’t
even pick up my kid with-
out feeling pain.”

RECORD OF
DISCIPLINE

In court documents,
Ciresi has denied wrong-
doing. When reached at
his Athenix office in Fres-
no, he declined to com-
ment on the lawsuits,
other than to say, “I will
have to call you back.” He
never did. 

Officials with the Med-
ical Board of California are
familiar with Ciresi, having
disciplined him several
times since 2002 for va-
rious violations, including
driving drunk, incompe-
tence and disobeying the
board’s orders.

In October 2015, the
board suspended his phy-
sician’s and surgeon’s
certificate, but still al-
lowed him to practice
under strict conditions.
Those conditions includ-
ed: no taking drugs or
drinking alcohol and
agreeing to drug and alco-
hol testing.

Under the conditions
there must also be a work-
place monitor to ensure
his compliance. 

Ciresi failed to comply
with some of those condi-
tions, according to the
board. And in November
2016, the board revoked
his physician and surgeon’s
certificate. That revocation
was put on hold and Ciresi
was placed on seven years
probation. As part of his
punishment, he agreed to:
no drugs or alcohol, drug
testing, a workplace mon-
itor, attend substance
abuse support meetings,
enroll in an ethics course,
and undergo a psychiatric
evaluation. 

During that same period,
Ciresi was sued by a form-
er staff member who was
selected to be his work-

place monitor. The former
staff member alleged Ciresi
was acting inappropriately
toward her and the female
staff members. 

“Ciresi made comments
to female coworkers that ‘I
would pay to see your
boobs,’” the lawsuit states.
“Ciresi has a pattern and
practice of approaching
female employees from
behind and giving them
reverse hugs, in order to
make contact with and
squeeze their breasts.”

In May 2016, Ciresi
approached the former
workplace monitor at the
nurse’s station and said,
“You don’t know how bad
I want to pull the top of
your dress down right
now,” the lawsuit states. 

The case was later set-
tled and the plaintiff’s
attorney, Larry M. Kazan-
jian of Sacramento, de-
clined to comment. 

Ciresi tested positive for
alcohol during a routine
drug test on Jan. 30, 2019.
And by Feb. 19, 2019 the
medical board issued a
cease practice order for-
bidding Ciresi from prac-
ticing medicine until he
completed a clinical diag-
nostic evaluation and
provide 30 days worth of
drug and alcohol free
biological fluid tests.

He met those require-
ments on March 20, 2019
and was allowed to con-
tinue practicing medicine
with restrictions. 

But Ciresi violated the
conditions once more and
was placed back on proba-
tion for seven more years,
starting on July 25, 2019.
He will remain on proba-
tion until June 2026. 

Medical Board spokes-
man Carlos Villatoro said
the board had the choice of
revoking Ciresi’s medical
certificate but chose to
place him on probation
with conditions and re-
strictions. 

OTHER SUITS
Kelly Coulter of Visalia,

who is also suing Athenix
Body Sculpting Institute
and a doctor from South-
ern California, says she
didn’t want Ciresi to be

her doctor after looking
him up on the Medical
Board of California’s web-
site and seeing the dis-
ciplinary action taken
against him.

She went to Athenix in
July 2018 for a “micro
conturing” procedure for a
flatter stomach. Since she
didn’t want Ciresi, the
center sent up a doctor
from Newport to do the
surgery. 

Ciresi is not a defendant
in Coulter’s lawsuit. 

Almost immediately
after the surgery, she could
see severe external burns
on her abdomen area and
left hip area. The areas
became blackened and had
open and oozing wounds,
according to her lawsuit.

She had to have a drain
put into her abdomen be-
cause of the fluid buildup.

Although Coulter didn’t
want Ciresi performing
the procedure, he did
handle her followup care. 

“About a week later I
went in to see Dr. Ciresi
and he didn’t seem con-
cerned at all,” Coulter said.

Coulter said she has a
scar on her abdomen the
size of an iPhone and she
still has numbness in her
stomach area. She also
has about a 12-inch scar
inside her body from her
rib cage to her hip that
limits her range of move-
ment. 

“I feel like this was the
worst choice of my life,”
she said. “I put a lot of
trust in the doctors and
they let me down. Of
course, I totally felt it was
my fault this happened,
but then I realized that
this was not an accident,
this was negligence. And
there should be conse-
quences.”

Coulter’s lawyer Mon-
rae English said it’s not
unusual for clients of
plastic surgeons to feel
some guilt about filing a
complaint against their
doctor. 

“At first they are nerv-
ous and excited with the
promise of looking a little
better, more youthful,”
English said “And when
the procedure does not go
well, they blame them-
selves. But Kelly is a sweet
person and what hap-
pened to her was not
right.”

Robert Rodriguez: (559)
441-6327, @fresnobeebob

Fresno plastic surgeon sued
over alleged botched surgeries
BY ROBERT RODRIGUEZ
rrodriguez@fresnobee.com

City Rams baseball team,
the ballpark is one of the
city’s most notable base-
ball field and former
headquarters of minor-
league baseball from the
early 1940s to the late
1980s.

Euless, who was a well-
known businessman and
real estate broker, was
known as “Mr. Baseball”
by sportswriters of the era
for being instrumental in
the construction of a base-
ball stadium for the minor-
league team the Fresno
Cardinals.

Several trustee mem-
bers condemned the
name’s racist ties.

Board Trustee Bobby
Kahn said the board is
“very serious” about ad-
dressing the name change
and is confident the prop-
er steps will be taken to
rename additional facil-
ities if the task force un-
covers any other contro-
versial ties.

Board Trustee Eric
Payne echoed those senti-
ments and said he was
“taken aback” by the
finding.

“Race and racism is a
reality that so many of us
grow up learning just to
deal with, but if we ever
hope to move past it, it
can’t just be on people of
color to deal with it,” he
said, quoting Michelle
Obama. “It has to be up to
all of us.”

But while Euless’ KKK
membership may have
been news to the current
generation of college
officials, the park’s trou-
bling namesake wasn’t
exactly a secret.

The issue emerged as
far back as 1991 by yet
another longtime Fresno
Bee writer, Bob McCar-
thy, who noted the racist
links to Euless’ past. In
the column from nearly
30 years ago, McCarthy
suggested renaming the
park for retired Rams
coach Len Bourdet.

Warszawski also sug-
gested Ron Scott, the
Rams’ head baseball
coach for more than three
decades.

Nadia Lopez: (559)
417-0998
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Edward Lane
December 2, 1936 ~ September 6, 2020

Edward Lane, alias "Fast Eddie" (his tennis
nickname), was born in San Francisco, California,
December 2nd, 1936 to parents Colonel Frank
Lane M.D. and Carmen Lane R.N. He passed
away September 6th, 2020, at the age of 83.

Ed always considered Fresno home even
though some of his grade school years were
spent in Riverside California, Luke Field Arizona,
and Hickam Field Honolulu, Hawaii. His father's
military career had the family frequently on the
move but always returning to Fresno where he
graduated from San Joaquin Memorial in 1954
and Fresno State College in 1958 with a degree in
marketing.

Life was an interesting journey for Ed starting
with his "brush with history" in 1941. His father
was in charge of the military hospital at Hickam
Field, Hawaii when WWII broke out. His home was
on the base two blocks from Pearl Harbor and
survived a hit by an anti-aircraft shell that landed
in the corner of their house but did not explode.
Telling the "December 7th story" was an annual
event for the family. In 1981, the 40th anniversary
of the attack, Ed had the foresight to tape a two-
hour interview of the events with his parents to
share with future generations. As he is consid-
ered a Pearl Harbor survivor, in 2016 he was
thrilled to attend the 75th anniversary of the at-
tack at a ceremony at Hickam Field.

Ed always felt that thanks to his wonderful par-
ents and caring big brother, Mike, he acquired
some good people skills and a work ethic that
served him well. These skills were pivotal in ad-
vancing his 36-year career with a large California
state agency where he was appointed by the
governor's office to an upper management posi-
tion. He often said, "strive to make your job a la-
bor of love, then everyone wins."

Ed's life was well divided between work, play,
and hopefully some good deeds. Thanks to his
father's influence he almost always had a job,
from shining shoes and setting pins at a bowling
alley on the military base where his father was
stationed, to driving the small train at Roeding
Park Playland, to working in the cafeteria at St.
John's school, to working in a fruit packing shed,
and selling shoes on Fulton Street. Ed enjoyed it
all.

Sports were a big item for Ed, both doing and
watching. Fortunately, his wife was often a part-
ner in this. They were season ticket holders for
over 60 years to "The Bulldogs" football and bas-
ketball games and they rarely missed a home
game. They both graduated from Fresno State
College in the '50s. On the "doing side" he played
high school and "City League" basketball till he
was 49. Ed's big commitment and passion was
tennis, captaining and playing on several teams
from his second home, Fig Garden Swim &
Racquet Club. He served a term as club president
and was active on and off the court for over 47

years. Two teams he played on, as well as
captained, won national championships. He was
also a regular on the Northern California Tennis
Association's senior circuit.

Ed's most special moment was the day he and
Jeannie stood at the altar of Saint John's Church
on December 26th, 1959, and exchanged wed-
ding vows. He truly felt he was marrying the pret-
tiest girl he had ever met...and confirmed over
the years that she was even prettier on the in-
side, and she's Italian! Ed's calm and compas-
sionate demeanor was the perfect complement
to his unsinkable, feisty, and energetic "Jeannie."
Before they got married they took a compatibility
test at the college's counseling center--they
flunked--after 60 years, test be damned!

Speaking of special moments, ask Jeannie
about entering the Eagle Field dance contest.
She was reluctant, but Ed insisted they enter. His
home office, filled with trophies and plaques, is a
reminder of good times, including a 2nd place
dance trophy. Jeannie always said Ed's freestyle
moves were hard to follow, but yes he "looked
good."

Ed was a proud father to Brian, Valerie, and
David and grandfather to Michael, Nicholas, and
Alyssa. Some of the best childhood discussions
took place around Dad's precious little bar
throwing dice and having Shirley Temples. This
tradition extended to Martinis and Manhattans
for daughter-in-law Lucy and son-in-law Vince.
"The Bar" was equipped with an entertaining col-
lection of wind-up, sparkling toys, which were put
on hold when anyone had a more serious point to
make.

Ed retired after 36 years of state service with
the Employment Development Department. A
"Resolution" presented by then State Senators
Jim Costa and Ken Maddy underscored his nu-
merous career contributions as: "becoming the
first manager of the newly created Service
Center Program in 1962, serving as the Project
Director for Media/Public relations for 185 man-
agers and supervisors statewide, responsible for
programs in 10 offices throughout coastal
California." He worked to establish EDD as an im-
portant and active asset in communities through-
out the state and maintained his belief in the pos-
itive power of government to respond to the
needs of individuals and the community at large.
During his career, Ed was much more than a col-
league to those with whom he worked. He be-
came a source of inspiration and guidance and a
solid foundation during periods of change, but
most importantly and yet simply put, he was a
good friend whose presence will be sorely
missed.

Ed's love of animals was a big part of his nature.
He always had pets ranging from dogs and cats
to a small rhesus monkey his father brought
home from South America, Zombie, and a wild
bird, Cole. His current dog, Lily, and cat, Trudy,
sense he's gone and they miss their "dad."

He leaves behind his wife and best friend for
over 60 years Jean Lane, children Brian, Valerie,
and David, grandchildren Michael, Nicholas and
Alyssa Bavaro, son-in-law Vince Bavaro and
daughter-in-law Lucy Gonzalez.

Due to COVID 19, a private service will be held
and burial will be at the Sanger cemetery.

An online guestbook can be found at:
wallinfuneralhomes.com. Remembrances may
be made to the Public Broadcasting Station
(PBS), to the Society for the Prevention of
Cruelty to Animals (SPCA), or the donor's charity
of choice.

Thank you to our many dear friends for your
heartfelt remembrances and expressions of af-
fection for Ed and all our family.

MARCELLE JESSIE BANDY

Marcelle J. Bandy of Fresno
passed away on September 8, 2020
at the age of 102. She was born in
Stockton to Gilbert and Ethel
Clement on April 28, 1918. Marcelle
was a lifelong Fresno resident, gra-
duating from Roosevelt High
School.
Marcelle met Vernon Bandy, Sr.,

at Holmes playground in Fresno af-
ter Vernon finished a game of base-
ball. He and Marcelle married
September 20, 1940 in Reno. They
had two sons, Vernon Jr. and Bert.
She spent more than 30 years

baking for the students at Fort
Miller Junior High School. She also
enjoyed knitting and playing bridge.

She was preceded in death by her
husband, Vernon Sr., and son, Bert.
Marcelle is survived by her brother

Gerald Clement of Fresno; son
Vernon Bandy, Jr. and his wife,
Frances, of Fresno; daughter-in-
law, Nicci Bandy of San Jose; grand-
sons - Dan Bandy and his wife,
Cara, of Clovis; Rod Bandy and his
wife, Melissa, of Madera; Brett
Bandy of San Jose; Mike Bandy and
his wife, Angelique, of Roseville; and
Rich Bandy of Gilroy. Great grand-
sons include - Tyler Bandy and his
wife, Brittany, of Clovis; Jaron
Bandy and his wife, Ana, of Madera;
Darren Bandy of San Diego; and
Ryan Bandy and Matthew Bandy,
both of Roseville. Great grand-
daughters are - Danelle Dettman
and her husband, Brent, of Clovis;
Erin Bandy of Fresno; and Michelle
Smith and her husband, Pat, of
Madera. She also is survived by her
great-great-grandchildren - Mason
Dettman, Jaxon Dettman, Landon
Bandy, Preston Bandy, Olivia
Bandy, Emma Smith, and Wesley
Smith.
Visitation will be held at Stephens

and Bean Funeral Chapel on
Wednesday, September 16, 2020
from 2-6 p.m. A burial service will
be held at Fresno Memorial
Gardens.
Remembrances of Marcelle can be

made to St. Paul's Methodist
Church, 2435 N. Thesta St., Fresno,
CA 93703, or to the donor's favorite
charity.

InLovingMemoryOf
BigJoeSouza

August2,1926
September10,1995

We can't believe
you've been gone 25
years. We still miss

you every day.

Your loving family

Complimentary death
notice listings are provided
by funeral homes and in-
clude name, age, residence,
date of passing and funeral
home in charge of arrange-
ments.

Castro, Guillermo, 70,
Sanger, Sept. 5, Wallin’s
Sanger Funeral Home 

Colman, Lester, 68,
Fresno, Sept. 1, Jesse E.
Cooley Jr. Funeral Service
Inc. 

Estrada, Maria Gua-
dalupe, 82, Reedley, Sept.
1, Reade and Sons Funeral
Home 

Ferrer-Lacson, Maria
Theresa Guillermo, 58,
Clovis, Aug. 10, Boice
Funeral Home 

Fields, Daniel, 79,
Tulare, Sept. 8, Peers-
Lorentzen Funeral Service 

Huddleston, Carl
Wayne, 73, Lindsay, Sept.

8, Myers Funeral Service
and Crematory 

Jessing, Nadine, 93,
Fresno, Aug. 30, Stephens
and Bean Funeral Chapel 

Kamine, Kumiko, 78,
Fowler, Sept. 6, Wallin’s
Fowler Funeral Home 

Littlejohn Jr., Delvin,
19, Fresno, Sept. 3, Jesse
E. Cooley Jr. Funeral Serv-
ice Inc. 

Lopez, Alma Ale-
jandra, 28, Fresno, Aug.
13, Reade and Sons Funer-
al Home 

Quadros, James, 59,
Tulare, Sept. 11, Peers-
Lorentzen Funeral Service 

Reagan, Marjorie, 79,
Fresno, Sept. 9, Wildrose
Chapel & Funeral Home 

Wagner, Jack Dean,
89, Fresno, Aug. 24, Cher-
ished Family Funeral
Home 

Workmon, Lizabeth
Keswick, 70, Fresno,
Sept. 5, Serenity Funeral
Services

DEATH NOTICES

WASHINGTON
President Donald

Trump and Democratic
rival Joe Biden both say
they want to pull U.S.
forces out of Iraq and
Afghanistan. But their
approaches differ, and the
outcome of the Nov. 3
election will have long-
term consequences not
only for U.S. troops, but
for the wider region.

During his election
campaign four years ago,
Trump pledged to bring
all troops home from
“endless wars,” at times
triggering pushback from
military commanders,
defense leaders and even
Republican lawmakers
worried about abruptly
abandoning partners on
the ground. In recent
months he has only in-
creased the pressure,
working to fulfill that
promise and get forces
home before Election
Day.

More broadly, Trump’s
‘America First’ mantra
has buoyed voters weary
of war and frustrated with
the billions of dollars
spent on national defense
at the expense of domes-
tic needs. But it has also
alienated longtime Euro-
pean partners whose
forces have fought along-
side the United States,
and has bruised America’s
reputation as a loyal ally. 

Biden has been more
adamant about restoring
U.S. relations with allies
and NATO, and his stance
on these wars is more
measured. He says troops
must be withdrawn re-
sponsibly and that a resid-
ual force presence will be
needed in Afghanistan to
ensure terrorist groups
can’t rebuild and attack
America again. That ap-
proach, however, angers
progressives and others
who believe the U.S. has
spent too much time,
money and blood on bat-
tlefields far from home.

“We’re getting out of
the endless wars,” Trump
told White House report-
ers recently. He said the
“top people in the Penta-
gon” probably don’t love
him because “they want
to do nothing but fight
wars so that all of those
wonderful companies that
make the bombs and
make the planes and
make everything else stay
happy.”

He continued: “Let’s
bring our soldiers back
home. Some people don’t
like to come home. Some
people like to continue to
spend money.”

Biden, the former vice
president, has sounded
less absolute about troop
withdrawal. In response to

a candidate questionnaire
from the Center for For-
eign Relations, he said
some troops could stay in
Afghanistan to focus on
the counterterrorism mis-
sion.

“Americans are rightly
weary of our longest war; I
am, too. But we must end
the war responsibly, in a
manner that ensures we
both guard against threats
to our homeland and
never have to go back,” he
said.

While both talk about
troops withdrawals, each
has, in some ways, tried
and failed.

Trump came into office
condemning the wars and
declaring he would bring
all troops home. When he
took over, the number of
forces in Afghanistan had
been capped at about
8,400 for some time by
his predecessor, President
Barack Obama. But within
a year that total climbed
to about 15,000, as
Trump approved com-
manders’ requests for
additional troops to re-
verse setbacks in the
training of Afghan forces,
fight an increasingly dan-
gerous Islamic State group
and put enough pressure
on the Taliban to force it
to the peace table.

Biden was part of the
Obama administration’s
failed effort to negotiate
an agreement with Iraqi
leaders in 2011, and as a
result the U.S. pulled all
American forces out of
that country. That with-
drawal was short-lived.
Just three years later, as IS
militants took over large
swaths of Iraq, the U.S.
again deployed troops into
Iraq and neighboring Syria
to defeat IS.

With an eye toward the
election, Trump has accel-
erated his push to bring
troops home. Gen. Frank
McKenzie, the top U.S.
military commander for
the Middle East, said in
recent days that by No-
vember, the number of
troops in Afghanistan
could drop to 4,500, and
the number in Iraq could
dip from about 5,000 to
3,000.

John Glaser, foreign
policy director at the Cato
Institute, is skeptical of
both candidates. He said
Biden, if elected, will
struggle with pressure to
pull troops out, but will be
drawn to getting things
back to normal, “which
means being there for
allies, reupping our com-
mitment to NATO.”

Glaser said he believes
Trump really wants to pull
troops out, but is driven
by his electoral self-in-
terest. “He wants to get
out but he doesn’t know
how to do so in a way that
doesn’t feel like tucking
tail and running.”

ELECTION 2020

Election will
matter for US
forces overseas
BY LOLITA C. BALDOR
Associated Press
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Anita Lopez
December 18, 1924 - September 4, 2020

Anita Mendoza Mayorga Lopez was born December 18, 1924 to Josefa Largaespada Mayorga and
Alberto Trinidad Mendoza in Nagarote, Nicaragua. She passed away peacefully into the arms of our
Heavenly Father on September 4, 2020, with her loving family by her side.
Anita's story is one that actually begins about twelve years before her birth. In 1912, a physician by

the name of Arturo Pallais, and his wife Josefa Espinoza, migrated from Nicaragua to the United
States. As part of the migration, they traveled with a young woman by the name of Petra Mayorga
and settled in Calexico, CA. The immigration documents list Petra as a servant for the Pallais family.
Petra worked for the Pallais family for many years before she married, eventually owning her own
property and farm land in Brawley, CA. Upon the passing of her husband, and without children of her
own, Petra decided to return to Nicaragua to visit family.
While in Nicaragua and visiting with her sister and brother-in-law, Petra asked if she could invite one

of her nieces to live with her back in the United States, as she needed help caring for her home. The
niece who was selected for the opportunity was Anita. Anita's father told Petra that he would allow
her to take his daughter, but only for three years, and then she would need to return home. Petra
agreed and on June 2, 1947, at the age of 22 years old, Anita's new adventure began. As a result of her
Tía Petra's American citizenship status, Anita received permanent residency upon entry to the United
States.
Soon after her big move, Anita met a handsome young man who happened to be a hired-hand, work-

ing for her Tía Petra as well. His name was Flavíano Lopez and he was from El Límon, Jalisco, Mexico.
Well, their time working for Tía Petra was short-lived as they quickly fell in- love, married in 1949 and
then began their new life together. Unfortunately, Tía Petra wasn't very keen on the marriage, so
Flaviano and Anita decided to forge their own American journey by heading north to the Central
Valley, working in the fields as migrant farm workers.
They soon welcomed their children, Amelia, Ernesto, Sally, Rosie, and Lorenzo. Life was challenging

as they labored in the fields to provide for their growing family. In 1955, Flaviano and Anita realized
their American dreams by purchasing a small home on three quarters of an acre of land for $800 on
the northwest side of Fresno, CA. The family finally had a place to settle and enjoy the fruits of their la-
bor.
Many special memories were made in the home as the Lopez children went on to attend Teague

Elementary and Central Union High School. Anita always ensured her children had a hearty breakfast
in the morning and burritos de frijoles in their lunch bags. Anita was a hard worker and loving mother
to her five children. She enjoyed tending to her beautiful garden and always had a warm meal ready
for any guests who entered her home. As her children married and grandchildren were born, she was
always there for every milestone in their lives. She had a fondness for family gatherings and knew
everyone's birth dates and anniversary dates by memory. She made the best chicken mole, tortillas,
and taquitos. Anita enjoyed watching her novelas and chatting on the phone with her comadres, who
were affectionately known as the "golden-girls."
After several years of conducting family research, Anita's granddaughter was able to locate her sib-

lings in Nicaragua whom she had not seen or spoken with in 60 years. In 2007, Anita made a momen-
tous trip to visit her siblings in Nicaragua. It was a celebratory time of reunification, but after a few
days, Anita was ready to return to her cherished home in Fresno. Anita continued to stay in contact
with her siblings by phone and would often share updates about her many grandchildren and great-
grandchildren.
After the passing of her husband in 2009, she continued to live independently in her home.
Throughout her remaining years, her children served as her caretakers and were dedicated to en-

suring that she had everything she could ever need to keep her comfortable. Anita was all about fa-
mily and nothing brought her more joy than to have family visiting in her home.
She is survived by her brother Geronimo and sisters Sophia and Delfina Mendoza Mayorga, all of

Nagarote, Nicaragua; daughter Amelia Miramontes and her husband Rafael of San Jose; son Ernesto
Lopez and his wife Emelda of Fresno; daughter Sally Flores and her husband Pete of Fresno; daughter
Rosie Manzo and her husband Jose of Santa Clarita; son Lorenzo Lopez of Fresno; 10 loving grand-
children Yolanda Lemus and her husband Jesus of Morgan Hill; Emy Phillips and her husband Les of
Fresno; Tina Lopez of Fresno; Elisha Lopez of Fresno; Enette Lopez of Scottsdale, AZ; Erica Chaffee
and her husband Patrick of Sanger; Peter Flores and his wife Lisa of Fresno; Matthew Flores and his
wife Brianne of Huntington Beach; Leticia Lopez of Fresno; and Jouessa Manzo of Santa Clarita; and
10 great-grandchildren Tyesen and Camren Rogers of Fresno; Bryant Zavala of Sanger; Brooklyn
Lopez-Bogan of Scottsdale, AZ; Elijah Phillips of Fresno; Peter and Bobby Flores of Fresno; Journey
Lopez of Fresno; Aryanna Holland of Fresno; Baby Chaffee due in February; and countless friends and
extended family.
The family would like to give a special thank you to Dr. Katherine Flores for her wonderful care of

Anita over the years.
Due to COVID-19 restrictions, a private viewing will only be held for the family at Yost and Webb

Funeral home on Monday, September 14, 2020. A private funeral service will be held at Saint Mary's
Catholic Church on Tuesday, September 15, 2020 and interment to follow at St. Peter's Memorial.
Remembrances and flowers may be sent to the Yost and Webb Funeral home.

JoAnn Price
December 29, 1942 - September 2, 2020

JoAnn Price, 77, passed away peacefully with
her family by her side, on Tuesday, September 2,
2020. She leaves behind her husband, Don Price;
daughter JoNelle Teevens and her husband
Perry; daughter Jennifer Erasmus and husband
Morne, granddaughters Megan, Kate, Erin, and
grandson Timo.

JoAnn was born December 29, 1942, in Fresno,
California to Lewis and Bernice Kincheloe. She
married her high school sweetheart, Donald Lee
Price, August 25, 1962. JoAnn had a long, suc-
cessful 38-year career in banking, beginning in
1974 as a teller with Crocker Bank, and retiring in
2013 as Senior Vice President with California
Bank & Trust.During these years, JoAnn always
made time to give back to her community. She
served on several boards and was involved with
many charities (United Cerebral Palsy Board of
Central California, State Center Community
College District Board, Valley Medical Center
Foundation, American Heart Association, Nancy
Hinds Hospice, Roeding Park, Fresno Chaffe Zoo,
and recognized as one of Margaree Mason's Top
Ten Women of the Year).

JoAnn's life was a living example of love, kind-
ness, selflessness, and compassion. No matter
what was happening in her own life, she always
made time to help and be there for others. She
was a woman who had many friends, even her cli-
ents considered her a friend. She had a knack for
making people feel special, whether dropping off
little gifts, notes, or her favorite treats. She al-
ways thought of the smallest details which made
big impacts on everyone she touched. She is the
best person we know and we are blessed to call
her wife, mom, nana, aunt, cousin, and friend.

Patricia Hull Rusch
October 27, 1946 - April 8, 2020

Patricia (Pat) Ann
Rusch (Hull) died peace-
fully in her home on
April 8, 2020 in Morgan
Hill, CA at the age of 73.

Pat is survived by her
husband, Grape Rusch,
her daughters Cary
Williamson from Orange
County and Sandra
Jamison from Morgan
Hill, siblings Richard
Hull from Oregon and

Joanne Hull from Dublin, CA, four grandchildren
Clayton Lobel (19) and Dakota Lobel (14) from
Orange County and Jett Jamison (9) and Austin
Jamison (4) from Morgan Hill, CA. She is prece-
ded in death by her parents Dr. Donald B. Hull
and Jeanne Hull of Laguna Niguel, CA.

Pat was born on October 27, 1946 in Long
Beach, CA to Donald B. Hull and Jeanne Hull.
She grew up in San Marino, graduating from
San Marino High School in 1964, California
State University, Los Angeles in 1969 and then
obtained her Master's in Public Health from
UCLA in 1971. She first married Dale Williamson
in 1969. After moving to Fresno, Patricia started
her own business Dietary Directions with her
partner Mary Vestor as Dietetic Consultants.
Patricia then married Grape Rusch in 1987 and
enjoyed 33 years of marriage and life with him.

She was a talented and outgoing individual
who loved her family and who was passionate
about her hobbies. Pat was an avid traveler who
traveled the world during her lifetime and
visited every continent in the world. She was a
master needle pointer and national needlepoint
judge. She was talented in many arts such as
stitching, embroidery, beading, bobbin lacing,
drawing, gourd making, and many other crafts.
She was an active and dedicated member of the
American Needlepoint Guild (ANG) and one of
her original designs was featured on the cover
of ANG's magazine. She authored several nutri-
tion guides while a partner of Dietary Directions,
Inc for use in healthcare facilities nationwide.

The family will have a celebration of life on
September 16, 2020 at 1:00 via Zoom. Friends
and family are welcome to attend
HTTPS://zoom.us/J/7623026705.

Jay Michael Milles

December 29, 1943
August 21, 2020

Jay Milles was born
in San Diego, CA. He
is survived by his wife
of 23 years, Judy
Milles of Clovis, sons
Tom Mills of
Barnsdall, OK, and
Ken Mills of Faliston,
MD, stepson Rick
Mullins of Visalia,
daughter-in-law
Marcela Mullins of
Visalia, stepchildren
Sandra McCutcheon
and her husband Jim
of Caliente, Stacey
Red and her husband
Ron of Fresno and
grandson Giovanni
Mullins of Visalia.
Jay enjoyed gar-

dening, reading, foot-
ball and cooking.
Most of his jobs
evolved around sell-
ing some type of
product. He believed
in making his cus-
tomers friends and
then tried to fill the
needs they had.
He loved serving his

Lord at church by
ushering, cooking
meals, and helping
Judy with projects
she was involved in.
Memorial Service

will be on the outside
patio of: Trinity
Community Church
12168 N. Willow,

Clovis
Tuesday Sept 15th

10 AM
Hawaiian attire

suggested

BARBARA J.
PANSAROSA

Barbara Jean Pan-
sarosa was born in
Exeter, California on
March 15, 1931. She
passed on Friday,
September 4, 2020.
Her family moved
several times during
her childhood even-
tually settling in
Fresno.
She graduated from

4C Business College
and went on to work
for Canners Grocery
store where she met
the love of her life,
Charles Pansarosa.
They married Dece-
mber 3, 1951.
Barbara worked for

FUSD as a Library
Tech. She was the
first person to earn
an Associate of Sci-
ence degree in
Library Technology.
She is survived by

her children Charles
and Judith Pan-
sarosa, Catherine
Self; her grandchil-
dren, Samantha and
Adam Rieders, CJ
Pansarosa and John
Pansarosa.
Visitation will be

held at Stephens &
Bean Chapel on Thu-
rsday, September 17,
2020 from 4:00-7:00
p.m.
A private family ser-

vice will follow.
In lieu of flowers

and honoring her love
of animals, donations
can be made to
Valley Animal Center,
Cats on the Kings or
Chaffee Zoo.
www.stephensandb

ean.com

Robert E Coon

August 31, 1953
Sept 1, 2020

Robert will be
missed by his wife
Sharon, their family
and friends. Owner of
"All American Mobile
RV Repair", Robert
touched many lives.
A gathering in his me-
mory will be held
post-pandemic.
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Sports 2 GIANTS-PADRES
GAMES POSTPONED
AFTER POSITIVE VIRUS
TEST 3B

INSIDE

SANTA CLARA, CALIF.
The pain from a fourth-quar-

ter Super Bowl collapse remains
acute as the San Francisco
49ers are set to start their quest
for a title once again.

As much as the Niners may
want to avenge that loss in their
first game in more than seventh
months, they know they first
must endure the long process of

the regular season starting with
the opener at home Sunday
against Arizona.

“We can’t necessarily get
ahead, because as soon as you
start getting ahead, that’s when
you lose focus and lose sight of
what the actual goal is, to win
the championship,” running
back Raheem Mostert said. “So
for us, we have unfinished busi-
ness. That’s our motto. That’s
what we believe in. But at the
same time we’re looking Week 1
against the Cardinals. That’s

our main objective right now.”
In order to get back to where

they were on Feb. 2 when their
20-10 lead over Kansas City
with less than seven minutes to
play ended in a 31-20 loss to
Patrick Mahomes and the
Chiefs they must first survive an
improved NFC West.

Perhaps the most active team
in the offseason was the Cardi-
nals, who are looking to build
on last season’s improvement in
the first season under coach
Kliff Kingsbury and quarterback

Kyler Murray.
Arizona improved its scoring

by 8.5 points per game and went
5-10-1, hanging tough in two
losses to San Francisco. Now
they’ve added a dynamic No. 1
receiver in DeAndre Hopkins
and a versatile defensive play-
maker in rookie Isaiah Simmons
to close the gap.

“They were 10 minutes away
from winning the Super Bowl
and really looked very dominant
during the playoffs for much of
the time, except that last 10

minutes against the Chiefs
when did his thing and the
Chiefs were rolling,” Kingsbury
said. 

“So, they’re one of the best
teams in the league, one of the
most talented teams in the
league, one of the best-coached
teams in the league. They’ve got
it rolling, and I know they have
high expectations this season.
So, to roll in there Week 1
against them, we’ll definitely
find out where we’re at in a
hurry.”

MUSCULAR MURRAY
Murray is back after an en-

couraging rookie season. The
2019 No. 1 overall pick gained
some weight during the offsea-
son by hitting the weight room,
adding some muscle that he
hopes can help him absorb the
pounding of a 16-game NFL
season. The 5-foot-10, 207-

49ers try to move past Super
Bowl loss in opener vs. Cards
BY JOSH DUBOW
Associated Press

NFL

SEE 49ERS, 2B

For the Clippers, winning a
game at this point in the season
has been impossible – forever.
The franchise that spent dec-
ades best described as woebe-
gone has never reached the
conference finals, now 0-6 in
games where they could clinch
a spot in that round after losing
to Denver in Game 5 of their
Western Conference semifinal
series.

Game 6 is Sunday, when the
Clippers will once again try to
get to a level of the playoffs that

LAKE BUENA VISTA, FLA.
Doc Rivers is fully aware of

the adage that says the hardest
games to win in the NBA are the
ones where one team can end
another’s season.

He’d like to amend that
theory.

“Just winning a game in the
NBA is hard,” the Los Angeles
Clippers’ coach said.

they’ve never reached before.
They’ll take a 3-2 series lead
into the matchup, after wasting
a 15-point second-half lead and
falling 111-105 to the Nuggets in
Game 5.

“We gave a game up,” Clip-
pers forward Paul George said.
“Game 6, we’ve got to come in
and put them away. That’s the
emphasis in the series, Game 6.
We’ve got to do our job and do
our job better.”

Kawhi Leonard’s 3-pointer
with 1:25 left in the third put the

Clippers up 80-67. They got
outscored 44-25 the rest of the
way, shooting 7 for 27 in that
span – while Denver was 7 for 9
from 3-point range and 12 for 19
from the floor overall in those
minutes.

The Nuggets are now 4-0
when facing elimination this
season, after rallying from 3-1
down against Utah in the first
round. No NBA franchise has
ever pulled off a pair of 3-1
comebacks in the same decade,
much less the same season, but
Denver still has life.

Paul Millsap sparked the rally
by Denver by scoring 14 points
in the third quarter, and Nikola
Jokic was 4 for 4 from the field
in the fourth to help the Nug-
gets finish the win off.

“We believe in ourselves,” 

MARK J. TERRILL AP

The Clippers' Kawhi Leonard, left, and the Nuggets' Nikola Jokic chase down a loose ball Friday in Lake Buena Vista, Fla. Game 6 is Sunday,
when the Clippers will once again try to get to a level of the playoffs that they’ve never reached before.

Clippers set to try, again, to
reach the conference finals

NBA

BY TIM REYNOLDS
Associated Press

SEE CLIPPERS, 3B

CHARLOTTE, N.C.
Raiders general manager

Mike Mayock has no idea what
to expect from the Carolina
Panthers on Sunday.

Nor does his coaching staff.
The Panthers have a new

head coach and two new coor-
dinators — all coming from the
college level — and a new quar-
terback. With no preseason
games, the Raiders staff doesn’t
have game tape to watch, no
tendencies to focus on and thus
no clear picture on how to game
plan for Carolina.

“You start to try to meld all of
that together to guess what you
might be seeing. That’s a difficult
challenge,” Mayock said. “It’s a
huge challenge for any team
Week 1, but when you’re talking
about a college coach coming in,
some pro coaches, other college
coaches, new personnel, I think
our coaching staff has one of the
toughest challenges in Week 1.”

The Panthers hired Matt Rhule
away from Baylor as head coach,
and he brought defensive coor-
dinator Phil Snow — and several
other Bears assistants — along
with him to Carolina as part of a
rebuilding project. On offense,
the Panthers hired coveted coor-
dinator Joe Brady, who helped
LSU to a national championship
last season.

Raiders coach Jon Gruden said
his staff has spent time watching
past game film of the Baylor
Bears and LSU Tigers, but adds
it’s still going to be a challenge.

“No preseason, no history 

Raiders
uncertain
what they’ll
see from
Panthers
BY STEVE REED
Associated Press

NFL

SEE RAIDERS, 4B

Dustin Johnson capped off a
torrid stretch of golf at just the
right time. He had at least a
share of the 54-hole lead in four
straight tournaments, turned
two of them into victories, re-
turned to No. 1 in the world and
ended the PGA Tour season by
winning the FedEx Cup.

It was worthy of a big cele-
bration and time to relax, ex-
cept there was no time for that.

The U.S. Open was right
around the corner.

“Get back to grinding,” said
Johnson, who was expected at
Winged Foot six days later to
start preparing for what figures
to be the toughest test of the
year.

The U.S. Open is all about
location, and the history of

Winged Foot says plenty. 
Of the 750 players in the five

previous U.S. Opens at Winged
Foot, only two of them complet-
ed 72 holes under par. That was
in 1984, when Fuzzy Zoeller and
Greg Norman each finished at
4-under 276 – Curtis Strange
was five shots behind – and
Zoeller beat him in an 18-hole
playoff the next day.

The 1974 U.S. Open became
known as the “Massacre at
Winged Foot” when Hale Irwin
won at 7-over par. Geoff Ogilvy
won the most recent U.S. Open
on the A.W. Tillinghast design
at 5-over par, and most remark-
able is that hardly anyone com-
plained.

This year, however, location
has just as much to do with the
calendar.

Evidence of a year gone amok
from the COVID-19 pandemic is
a U.S. Open moving to Septem-

ber. Golf was shut down on
March 13 and didn’t resume
until one week before the U.S.
Open was supposed to be
played. Instead, the USGA
found a suitable date on Sept.
17-20 in Mamaroneck, New
York, about 5 miles from one of
the early hot spots of the coro-
navirus.

There will be no spectators.
Golf is used to that by now,
though it will be no less eerie.
There are U.S. Open fans and
U.S. Open fans in New York.
There will be no hospitality
tents to spare a wild Phil Mick-
elson tee shot on the 72nd hole.

And for players, there is no
letting up.

Players like Johnson, Jon
Rahm and Justin Thomas – the
top three players in the world
going into the 120th U.S. Open –
will be playing for the sixth time
in eight weeks, all big events, all

against the strongest fields.
“This is weird for every one of

us,” said Tiger Woods, who at
least was allowed two weeks off
from not making it to the Tour
Championship.

The last time the U.S. Open
was played in September, it
turned out to be one of the most
significant moments in Amer-
ican golf. Francis Ouimet, a
20-year-old amateur, beat Brit-
ish greats Harry Vardon and
Ted Ray in a playoff and put
golf on the front of U.S. newspa-
pers for the first time.

What does this U.S. Open
have in store?

Mickelson has the most scar
tissue of the 14 players who
were at Winged Foot for the
2006 U.S. Open. 

He had a one-shot lead play-
ing the final hole when he tried 

GOLF

US Open all about
location at Winged
Foot, on calendar
BY DOUG FERGUSON
Associated Press

SEE GOLF, 3B
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TODAY’S HIGHLIGHTS
CYCLING Time Channel

Tour de France 4 a.m. (Mon.) CNBC, NBCSN

GOLF

Euro: Portugal Masters 5:30 a.m. GOLF

LPGA: ANA/Dinah Shore 11 a.m. GOLF

PGA: Safeway Open 3 p.m. GOLF

Champions: Sanford International (taped) 6:30 p.m. GOLF

INTERNATIONAL SOCCER

Primera: Tijuana vs. Cruz Azul 7 p.m. FS1

MLB BASEBALL

Philly at Miami, Game 1 10 a.m. MLB

Chicago Cubs at Milwaukee 11 a.m. TBS

Oakland at Texas 11:30 a.m. NBCSN-CA

San Francisco at San Diego 1 p.m. NBCSN-BA

Philly at Miami, Game 2 1 p.m. MLB

Houston at L.A. Dodgers 5 p.m. ESPN

MOTORSPORTS

IndyCar: Honda Indy 200, Race 2 10 a.m. NBC

F1: Tuscan Grand Prix (taped) 2:30 p.m. ESPNEWS

NBA BASKETBALL

L.A. Clippers vs. Denver 10 a.m. ESPN

NFL FOOTBALL

Seattle at Atlanta 10 a.m. FOX

Las Vegas at Carolina 10 a.m. CBS

Arizona at San Francisco 1:25 p.m. FOX

Dallas at L.A. Rams 5:20 p.m. NBC

NHL HOCKEY

Tampa Bay vs. N.Y. Islanders Noon NBC

TENNIS

ATP & WTA tournaments 6 a.m. TENNIS

U.S. Open: Men’s Final 1 p.m. ESPN

WNBA BASKETBALL

Dallas vs. New York 9 a.m. CBSSN

Las Vegas vs. Seattle Noon ABC

SPORTS ON TV

FOOTBALL
NFL 
WEEK 1
Thursday’s Games
Kansas City 34, Houston 20
Today’s Games
Seattle at Atlanta, 10 a.m.
Cleveland at Baltimore, 10 a.m.
N.Y. Jets at Buffalo, 10 a.m.
Las Vegas at Carolina, 10 a.m.
Chicago at Detroit, 10 a.m.
Indianapolis at Jacksonville, 10 a.m.
Green Bay at Minnesota, 10 a.m.
Miami at New England, 10 a.m.
Philadelphia at Washington, 10 a.m.
L.A. Chargers at Cincinnati, 1:05 p.m.
Tampa Bay at New Orleans, 1:25 p.m.
Arizona at S.F., 1:25 p.m.
Dallas at L.A. Rams, 5:20 p.m.
Monday’s Games
Pittsburgh at N.Y. Giants, 4:15 p.m.
Tennessee at Denver, 7:10 p.m.

COLLEGE
THURSDAY’S RESULT
Miami (FL) 31, UAB 14
FRIDAY’S RESULT
SMU at TCU, ppd.
SATURDAY’S RESULTS
TOP 25
No. 1 Clemson at Wake Forest, late
Missouri St. at No. 5 Oklahoma, late
No. 10 Notre Dame 27, Duke 13
UTEP at No. 14 Texas, late
Tulsa at No. 15 Oklahoma St., ppd.
No. 18 North Carolina 31, Syracuse 6
FIU at No. 21 UCF, ccd.
Louisiana 31, No. 23 Iowa St. 14
SOUTHWEST
UTSA 51, Texas St. 48 (2OT)
Houston Baptist at Texas Tech, late
Louisiana Tech at Baylor, ppd.
Missouri St. at No. 5 Oklahoma, late
Tulsa at No. 15 Oklahoma St., ppd.
UTEP at No. 14 Texas, late
MIDWEST
Arkansas St. 35, Kansas St. 31
Louisiana 31, No. 23 Iowa St. 14
No. 10 Notre Dame 27, Duke 13
Coastal Carolina at Kansas, late
SOUTH
App State 35, Charlotte 20
Ga. Southern 27, Campbell 26
No. 18 North Carolina 31, Syracuse 6
No. 1 Clemson at Wake Forest, late
FIU at No. 21 UCF, ccd.
Georgia Tech at Florida St., late
Marshall at East Carolina, ppd.
NC State at Virginia Tech, ppd.
The Citadel at South Fla., late
Tulane at South Alabama, late
Western Ky. at Louisville, late
EAST
Army West Point 37, ULM 7
Pittsburgh 55, Austin Peay 0
West Virginia 56, Eastern Ky. 10

BASEBALL
American League
East W L Pct GB L10
Tampa Bay 29 16 .644 — 5-5
Toronto 24 20 .545 41⁄�2 6-4
New York 24 21 .533 5 4-6
Baltimore 20 24 .455 81⁄�2 5-5
Boston 16 30 .348 131⁄�2 4-6
Central W L Pct GB L10
Chicago 28 16 .636 — 7-3
Minnesota 28 18 .609 1 8-2
Cleveland 26 19 .578 21⁄�2 5-5
Detroit 20 24 .455 8 3-7
Kansas City 18 28 .391 11 4-6
West W L Pct GB L10
Oakland 28 15 .651 — 6-4
Houston 22 23 .489 7 2-8
Seattle 19 25 .432 91⁄�2 6-4
Los Angeles 18 28 .391 111⁄�2 6-4
Texas 15 29 .341 131⁄�2 2-8
National League
East W L Pct GB L10
Atlanta 26 19 .578 — 5-5
Philadelphia 22 20 .524 21⁄�2 5-5
Miami 21 20 .512 3 5-5
New York 21 24 .467 5 6-4
Washington 17 26 .395 8 5-5
Central W L Pct GB L10
Chicago 26 20 .565 — 4-6
St. Louis 19 19 .500 3 5-5
Milwaukee 20 22 .476 4 5-5
Cincinnati 20 25 .444 51⁄�2 5-5
Pittsburgh 14 28 .333 10 4-6
West W L Pct GB L10
Los Angeles 32 13 .711 — 7-3
San Diego 29 17 .630 31⁄�2 8-2
San Francisco 23 22 .511 9 7-3
Colorado 21 23 .477 101⁄�2 4-6
Arizona 17 29 .370 151⁄�2 3-7
Friday’s Games
Philadelphia 11, Miami 0, 7 inn/1st gm
Washington 8, Atlanta 7 (12)
N.Y. Mets 18, Toronto 1
Cincinnati 3, St. Louis 1
Tampa Bay 11, Boston 1
Miami 5, Philadelphia 3, 7 inn/2nd gm
Milwaukee 1, Chi. Cubs 0
N.Y. Yankees 6, Baltimore 0, 7 inn/1st gm
Oakland 10, Texas 6
Kansas City 4, Pittsburgh 3
N.Y. Yankees 10, Baltimore 1, 7 inn/2nd
gm
Minnesota 3, Cleveland 1
Chi. White Sox 4, Detroit 3
Colorado 8, L.A. Angels 4
Arizona 4, Seattle 3
S.F. at San Diego, ppd
Saturday’s Games
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees, late
Oakland at Texas, 1st gm
Atlanta at Washington, late
Philadelphia at Miami, late
N.Y. Mets at Toronto, late
Boston at Tampa Bay, late
Pittsburgh at Kansas City, late
Chi. Cubs at Milwaukee, late
Detroit at Chi. White Sox, late
Cleveland at Minnesota, late
Houston at L.A. Dodgers, late
L.A. Angels at Colorado, late
Seattle at Arizona, late
Cincinnati at St. Louis, late
Oakland at Texas, 2nd gm
S.F. at San Diego, ppd.
Today’s Games
Atlanta at Washington, 9:35 a.m.
Baltimore at N.Y. Yankees, 10:05 a.m.
Boston at Tampa Bay, 10:10 a.m.

Philadelphia at Miami, 10:10 a.m., 1st gm
Pittsburgh at Kansas City, 11:05 a.m.
Chi. Cubs at Milwaukee, 11:10 a.m.
Cleveland at Minnesota, 11:10 a.m.
Detroit at Chi. White Sox, 11:10 a.m.
Cincinnati at St. Louis, 11:15 a.m.
Oakland at Texas, 11:35 a.m.
N.Y. Mets at Toronto, 12:07 p.m.
L.A. Angels at Colorado, 12:10 p.m.
Seattle at Arizona, 1:10 p.m.
Philadelphia at Miami, 1:40 p.m., 2nd gm
Houston at L.A. Dodgers, 5:08 p.m.
S.F. at San Diego, ppd

From Friday
Colorado 8, L.A. Angels 4
Los Angeles AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Simmons ss 5 0 0 0 0 1 .299
Walsh 1b 4 2 2 1 0 0 .256
Trout cf 3 1 2 0 1 0 .303
Rendon 3b 4 0 1 0 0 0 .296
Upton lf 4 0 1 1 0 2 .194
Adell rf 0 0 0 0 0 0 .173
Ohtani dh 4 0 0 0 0 1 .189
Ward rf-lf 4 0 1 0 0 1 .264
Bemboom c 4 1 1 1 0 1 .194
Rengifo 2b 3 0 0 0 1 1 .138
Totals 35 4 8 3 2 7
Colorado AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Tapia lf 5 1 2 0 0 1 .300
Story ss 4 1 2 2 1 2 .297
Blackmon rf 4 1 2 5 0 0 .331
Arenado 3b 4 0 1 0 0 1 .269
Pillar cf 4 0 1 0 0 0 .200
Kemp dh 4 0 0 0 0 1 .253
McMahon 2b 4 1 1 1 0 2 .216
Fuentes 1b 4 2 2 0 0 1 .333
Wolters c 2 1 0 0 1 2 .214
Murphy ph 0 1 0 0 1 0 .250
Totals 35 8 11 8 3 10
Los Angeles 200 000 011 — 4 8 0
Colorado 002 010 005 — 8 11 1

Two outs when winning run scored.
E—Story (6). LOB—Los Angeles 6,

Colorado 5. 2B—Story (11), Fuentes (4).
3B—Story (3). HR—Walsh (4), off Givens;
Bemboom (2), off Bard; McMahon (7), off
Buttrey; Blackmon (6), off Quijada.
RBIs—Upton (17), Walsh (9), Bemboom
(3), Story 2 (24), Blackmon 5 (35),
McMahon (19). SB—Tapia (5), Pillar (2).
SF—Blackmon.

Runners left in scoring position—Los
Angeles 2 (Ward, Rendon); Colorado 4
(Arenado 2, Blackmon, McMahon).
RISP—Los Angeles 2 for 6; Colorado 2 for
11.

Runners moved up—Blackmon.
GIDP—Rendon, Kemp.

DP—Los Angeles 1 (Simmons, Rengifo,
Walsh); Colorado 1 (Story, McMahon,
Fuentes).
Los Angeles IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Canning 52⁄�3 7 3 3 1 5 99 4.57
Mayers 11⁄�3 0 0 0 0 3 18 2.60
Pena 1 1 0 0 0 1 12 3.80
Buttrey, L,
1-3, BS, 5-9

1⁄�3 2 3 3 1 0 10 6.04
Quijada 1⁄�3 1 2 2 1 1 15 7.36
Colorado IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Marquez 7 6 2 2 1 5 91 4.35
Givens, BS,
0-1 1 1 1 1 1 0 21 6.35
Bard, W, 3-2 1 1 1 1 0 2 16 3.79

Inherited runners-scored—Mayers 1-0,
Quijada 2-2. IBB—off Buttrey (Murphy).
WP—Canning.

Umpires—Home, Cory Blaser; First,
Adam Hamari; Second, Gabe Morales;
Third, Chris Guccione. T—3:08.

Oakland 10, Texas 6
Oakland AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
La Stella 2b 4 2 2 2 1 0 .282
Kemp 2b 0 0 0 0 0 0 .257
Semien ss 5 2 2 0 1 0 .219
Laureano cf 3 1 0 0 2 1 .222
Olson 1b 5 1 2 5 0 2 .200
Canha rf 3 0 0 1 1 1 .246
Grossman lf 4 2 2 1 1 0 .258
Davis dh 5 0 1 0 0 1 .174
Machin 3b 5 1 1 0 0 0 .204
Murphy c 4 1 2 1 1 1 .235
Totals 38 10 12 10 7 6
Texas AB R H BI BB SO Avg.
Taveras cf 4 1 1 0 1 2 .226
Kiner-Falefa 3b 5 0 1 0 0 1 .316
Solak lf 3 1 0 1 1 0 .268
Gallo rf 4 0 1 0 0 2 .184
Andrus ss 4 1 2 1 0 1 .190
Odor 2b 3 2 1 2 1 1 .144
Guzman 1b 3 1 0 0 1 1 .279
Huff c 3 0 0 0 1 2 .000
Tejeda dh 4 0 2 0 0 1 .290
Totals 33 6 8 4 5 11
Oakland 431 001 001 — 10 12 0
Texas 100 000 320 — 6 8 2

E—Taveras (1), Andrus (3). LOB—
Oakland 10, Texas 5. 2B—Semien (5),
Gallo (6). HR—Olson (13), off Garcia;
Murphy (5), off Lyles; Grossman (5), off
Lyles; Andrus (3), off Fiers; Odor (4), off
McFarland. RBIs—Olson 5 (36), Murphy
(10), Canha (22), La Stella 2 (6), Gross-
man (17), Solak (20), Andrus (7), Odor 2
(14). SB—Taveras (4). SF—Canha, La
Stella.

Runners left in scoring position—
Oakland 6 (Machin, Davis, Olson 2,
Semien); Texas 1 (Andrus). RISP—Oakland
4 for 15; Texas 0 for 3.

Runners moved up—Laureano, Kiner-
Falefa, Solak, Tejeda. GIDP—Tejeda.

DP—Oakland 1 (La Stella, Semien,
Olson).
Oakland IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Fiers, W, 5-2 6 6 4 4 2 5100 5.06
Wendelken 1 0 0 0 2 1 15 1.37
McFarland 1 1 2 2 1 3 24 2.65
Soria 1 1 0 0 0 2 15 2.41
Texas IP H R ER BB SO NP ERA
Garcia, L, 0-2 0 1 4 4 3 0 23 8.59
Herget 1 0 0 0 1 1 19 3.07
Lyles 7 9 5 5 2 5115 7.80
Chavez 1 2 1 1 1 0 19 7.71

Inherited runners-scored—Wendelken
2-2. WP—Wendelken. PB—Huff (1).

Umpires—Home, Tom Woodring; First,
Marvin Hudson; Second, Brian Knight;
Third, Mike Muchlinski. T—3:22.

BASKETBALL
NBA PLAYOFFS 
All games in Orlando, Fla. 
CONFERENCE SEMIFINALS
(Best-of-7); x-if necessary)
Eastern Conference 
Boston 4, Toronto 3
Aug. 30: Boston 112, Toronto 94

Sept. 1: Boston 102, Toronto 99
Sept. 3: Toronto 104, Boston 103
Sept. 5: Toronto 100, Boston 93
Sept. 7: Boston 111, Toronto 89
Sept. 9: Toronto 125, Boston 122 (2OT)
Friday: Boston 92, Toronto 87

Western Conference
L.A. Lakers 3, Houston 1
Sept. 4: Houston 112, L.A. Lakers 97
Sept. 6: L.A. Lakers 117, Houston 109
Sept. 8: L.A. Lakers 112, Houston 102
Sept. 10: L.A. Lakers 110, Houston 100
Saturday: at L.A. Lakers, late
x-Monday: at Houston, 6 p.m.

L.A. Clippers 3, Denver 2
Sept. 3: L.A. Clippers 120, Denver 97
Sept. 5: Denver 110, L.A. Clippers 101
Sept. 7: L.A. Clippers 113, Denver 107
Sept. 9: L.A. Clippers 96, Denver 85
Friday: Denver 111, L.A. Clippers 105
Today: at Denver, 10 a.m.
x-Tuesday: at L.A. Clippers, 6 p.m.

Late Friday
DENVER 111, CLIPPERS 105

DENVER (111)—Grant 3-7 2-2 10,
Millsap 5-11 6-8 17, Jokic 9-17 2-4 22,
Harris 3-4 0-0 7, Murray 9-25 3-3 26,
Craig 2-3 0-0 4, Porter Jr. 1-3 4-4 7,
Plumlee 2-3 2-2 6, Morris 5-8 2-2 12.
Totals 39-81 21-25 111.

L.A. CLIPPERS (105)—Leonard 12-24
7-7 36, Morris Sr. 4-10 1-1 12, Zubac 2-8
1-2 5, Beverley 4-8 0-0 10, George 8-18
6-6 26, Mann 0-0 0-0 0, Green 1-1 0-0 3,
Harrell 3-7 0-1 6, Shamet 1-2 0-0 3,
Williams 2-10 0-0 4. Totals 37-88 15-17
105.
Denver 23 21 29 38 — 111
L.A. Clippers 28 28 24 25 — 105

3-Point Goals—Denver 12-27 (Murray
5-7, Grant 2-5, Jokic 2-6, Harris 1-2,
Porter Jr. 1-2, Millsap 1-3), L.A. Clippers
16-42 (Leonard 5-12, George 4-10, Morris
Sr. 3-6, Beverley 2-6, Shamet 1-2,
Williams 0-5). Fouled Out—Denver 1
(Harris), L.A. Clippers None. Rebounds—
Denver 44 (Jokic 14), L.A. Clippers 41
(Leonard, Zubac 9). Assists—Denver 20
(Murray 7), L.A. Clippers 22 (George 6).
Total Fouls—Denver 22, L.A. Clippers 22.

WNBA
Eastern W L Pct GB
x-Chicago 12 10 .545 —
x-Connecticut 10 12 .455 2
Washington 7 13 .350 4
Atlanta 7 14 .333 41⁄�2
Indiana 6 15 .286 51⁄�2
New York 2 18 .100 9
Western W L Pct GB
x-Seattle 18 3 .857 —
x-Las Vegas 16 4 .800 11⁄�2
x-Los Angeles 15 6 .714 3
x-Minnesota 13 8 .619 5
x-Phoenix 13 9 .591 51⁄�2
Dallas 7 14 .333 11
x-clinched playoff spot
Friday’s Games
Atlanta 82, Connecticut 75
Chicago 95, Dallas 88
Seattle 83, Phoenix 60
Saturday’s Games
Washington at New York, late
Las Vegas at Los Angeles, late
Minnesota at Indiana, late
Today’s Games
Dallas at New York, 9 a.m.
Las Vegas at Seattle, noon
Washington at Atlanta, 2 p.m.
End of the Regular Season

CYCLING
TOUR DE FRANCE 
Overall Standings
(After 13 Stages)

1. Primoz Roglic, Slovenia, Team
Jumbo-Visma, 56:34:35; 2. Tadej Pogacar,
Slovenia, UAE Team Emirates, :44; 3. Egan
Arley Bernal Gomez, Colombia, Ineos
Grenadiers, :59; 4. Rigoberto Uran,
Colombia, EF Pro Cycling, 01:10; 5. Nairo
Quintana, Colombia, Team Arkea-Samsic,
01:12. 

6. Miguel Angel Lopez Moreno, Col-
ombia, Astana Pro Team, 01:31; 7. Adam
Yates, Britain, Mitchelton-Scott, 01:42; 8.
Mikel Landa Meana, Spain, Bahrain
McLaren, 01:55; 9. Richie Porte, Australia,
Trek-Segafredo, 02:06; 10. Enric Mas
Nicolau, Spain, Movistar Team, 02:54.

ALSO—20. Sepp Kuss, USA, Team
Jumbo, 0:33:30; 39. Neilson Powless,
USA, EF Pro Cycling, 01:08:33; 97. Teyjay
Van Garderen, USA. EF Pro Cycling,
02:28:00.
Saturday, Late Results
14th Stage—A 194 kilometer (120.5
miles) from Clermont-Ferrand to Lyon.

GOLF
PGA TOUR
Safeway Open 
Late Friday Scores
At Silverado Resort and Spa North
Napa, Calif.
Yardage: 7,166; Par: 72
Purse: $6.6 Million
Second Round - Top 10, plus ties
S. Burns...................................64-65—129
H. Higgs...................................69-62—131
C. Percy ...................................64-68—132
R. Knox....................................63-69—132
D.J. Trahan ..............................67-65—132
J. Hahn ....................................68-65—133
D. Ghim ...................................67-66—133
P. Perez ...................................65-69—134
R. Oppenheim..........................68-66—134
T. Hoge....................................66-68—134
B. Stuard .................................67-67—134

LPGA TOUR
Women’s ANA Inspiration
Late Friday Scores
At Mission Hills Country Club
Rancho Mirage, California
Purse: $3.1 million
Yardage: 6,865;Par: 72
a-amateur
Second Round - Top 10, plus ties
N. Korda ..................................66-67—133
M. Lee .....................................70-65—135
L. Thompson............................70-67—137

N. Koerstz Madsen...................68-69—137
K. Tan ......................................68-70—138
I. Gee Chun .............................67-71—138
K. Kirk .....................................72-67—139
G. Ruffels (a) ...........................71-68—139
M. Fernanda Torres ..................70-69—139
C. Kim......................................70-69—139
M. Hyang Lee...........................69-70—139
S. Young Kim ...........................69-70—139
M. Reid ....................................69-70—139
B. M. Henderson ......................68-71—139
Y. Liu .......................................68-71—139
D. Kang....................................68-71—139

HOCKEY
NHL 
Stanley Cup 
CONFERENCE FINALS
(Best-of-7; x-if necessary)
At Edmonton, Alberta
EASTERN CONFERENCE 
Tampa Bay 2, N.Y. Islanders 1
Sept. 7: Tampa Bay 8, N.Y. Islanders 2
Sept. 9: Tampa Bay 2, N.Y. Islanders 1
Friday: N.Y. Islanders 5, Tampa Bay 3
Today: at N.Y. Islanders, noon
Tuesday: at Tampa Bay, 5 p.m.

WESTERN CONFERENCE 
Dallas 2, Las Vegas 1
Sept. 6: Dallas 1, Las Vegas 0
Sept. 8: Las Vegas 3, Dallas 0
Sept. 10: Dallas 3, Las Vegas 2, OT
Saturday: at Dallas, late
Monday: at Las Vegas, 5 p.m.

MOTORSPORTS
NASCAR
Monster Energy
Schedule
Saturday - Federated Auto Parts 400,
Richmond, Va., late results

Xfinity Series
Go Bowling 250
Late Friday Results
At Richmond Raceway
Richmond, Va.
Lap length: 0.75 miles
(Start position in parentheses - Top 10)
1. (16) J. Allgaier, Chevy, 250 laps, 56 pts.
2. (10) Justin Haley, Chevrolet, 250, 50.
3. (29) Kyle Busch, Toyota, 250, 0.
4. (7) Austin Cindric, Ford, 250, 48.
5. (1) Ross Chastain, Chevrolet, 250, 49.
6. (20) Brett Moffitt, Chevrolet, 250, 0.
7. (9) Michael Annett, Chevrolet, 250, 36.
8. (4) Noah Gragson, Chevrolet, 250, 32.
9. (24) Kaz Grala, Chevrolet, 250, 38.
10. (8) Riley Herbst, Toyota, 249, 27.

Schedule
Saturday - Virginia is for Racing Lovers
250, Richmond, Va., late results

Gander RV & Outdoors Truck
Series
Schedule
Sept. 17 - UNOH 200 presented by Ohio
Logistics, Bristol, Tenn.

SOCCER
MLS
Saturday’s Games
Columbus at Chicago, late
New York at D.C. United, late
Cincinnati at New York City FC, late
New England at Philadelphia, late
Miami at Orlando City, late
Atlanta at Nashville, late
Houston at FC Dallas, late
Colorado at Real Salt Lake, late
Today’s Games
Minnesota at Sporting K.C., 5:30 p.m.
Montreal at Vancouver, 6:30 p.m.
Portland at Los Angeles FC, 8 p.m.
LA Galaxy at San Jose, 8 p.m.

NWSL
Saturday’s Games 
Chicago at Washington, late
Houston at N. Carolina, late
Reign FC at Portland, late

TENNIS
US OPEN
Late Wednesday Results
(seedings in parentheses):
Men’s Singles
Late Friday
Semifinals

Alexander Zverev (5) d. Pablo Carreno
Busta (20), 3-6, 2-6, 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.

Dominic Thiem (2) d. Daniil Medvedev
(3), 6-2, 7-6 (7), 7-6 (5).

Today’s Final
Alexander Zverev (5) vs. Dominic Thiem

(2), 1 p.m.

Women’s Singles
Late Saturday

Victoria Azarenka vs. Naomi Osaka (4),
late results

Doubles Final
Late Friday

Vera Zvonareva and Laura Siegemund d.
Xu Yifan and Nicole Melichar (3) 6-4, 6-4. 

TRANSACTIONS
BASEBALL
American League

BALTIMORE ORIOLES—Activated RHP
Alex Cobb from the 10-day IL.

BOSTON RED SOX—Placed LHP Josh
Taylor on the 10-day IL retroactive to
Sept. 8. Selected the contract of RHP
Domingo Tapia from alternate training
site. Transferred RHP Colten Brewer from
the 10-day IL to the 60-day IL.

CLEVELAND INDIANS—Designated RHP
Dominic Leone for assignment. Recalled
RHP Cam Hill from alternate training site.

DETROIT TIGERS—Optioned RHP Beau
Burrows to alternate training site.

KANSAS CITY ROYALS—Activated C
Salvador Perez from the 10-day IL.
Optioned C Maibrys Viloria to alternate
training site.

MINNESOTA TWINS—Placed INF Luis
Arraez on the 10-day IL retroactive to
Sept. 9. Recalled LHP Devin Smeltzer from
alternate training site.

NEW YORK YANKEES—Recalled RHP
Brooks Kriske from alternate training site.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Recalled INF
Donovan Walton from alternate training
site. Placed SS J.P. Crawford on the
bereavement list. Outrighted OF Mallex
Smith to Triple-A Tacoma. Recalled RHP
Brady Lail from alternate training site.
Placed 2B Shed Long Jr. on the 10-day IL
retroactive to Sept. 10.

TORONTO BLUE JAYS—Activated RHP
Ken Giles from the 60-day IL. Recalled
RHP Jacob Waguespack from alternate
training site. Selected the contract of C
Alejandro Kirk from alternate training site.
Optioned RHP Sean Reid-Foley to alternate
training site. Designated C Caleb Joseph
and LF Billy McKinney for assignment.
National League

ARIZONA DIAMONDBACKS—Activated
LHP Caleb Smith. Optioned RHP Kevin
Ginkel to alternate training site.

CHICAGO CUBS—Recalled LHP Rex
Brothers from alternate training site.
Optioned RHP Adbert Alsolay to alternate
training site.

CINCINNATI REDS—Placed RHP Tyler
Thornburg on the 10-day IL. Recalled RHP
Jose De Leon from alternate training site.

LOS ANGELES DODGERS—Activated LF
Joe Pederson from the paternity list.
Optioned 1B Matt Beaty to alternate
training site.

MIAMI MARLINS—Selected the
contract of RHP Johan Quezada from
alternate training site. Recalled RHP
Robert Dugger from alternate training site.
Released RHP Justin Shafer.

PHILADELPHIA PHILLIES—Optioned
RHP Connor Brogdon to alternate training
site. Selected the contract of INF Ronald
Torreyes from alternate training site.
Recalled RHP Ramon Rosso from alternate
training site. Activated LHP Adam Morgan
from the 10-day IL. Designated 1B Neil
Walker for assignment.

PITTSBURGH PIRATES—Placed RHP
Tyler Bashlor on the 10-day IL. Selected
the contract of LHP Austin Davis from
alternate training site.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS—Signed RHP
Akeem Bostick to minor league contract.
Recalled RHP Nabil Crismatt from al-
ternate training site. Placed RHP Giovanny
Gallegos on the 10-day IL.

SAN DIEGO PADRES—Placed LHP Matt
Strahm on the 10-day IL. Activated RHP
Luis Perdomo from the 10-day IL.

WASHINGTON NATIONALS—Recalled
LHP Ben Braymer from alternate training
site. Placed LHP Sean Doolittle on the
10-day IL.

BASKETBALL
NBA

LEAGUE—Announced that Houston
Rockets F Danuel House is leaving the NBA
campus and will not participate with the
Rockets team in additional games this
season for violation of campus health and
safety protocols.

FOOTBALL
NFL

ARIZONA CARDINALS—Placed WR
KeeSean Johnson on the reserve/COVID-19
list.

CAROLINA PANTHERS—Signed DB T.J.
Green to practice squad.

CLEVELAND BROWNS—Signed DTs Joey
Ivie and Tanzel Smart to practice squad.
Released T Brady Aiello and RB Benny

LeMay.DENVER BRONCOS—Agreed to terms
with K Brandon McManus on a four-year
contract extension through 2024.

MIAMI DOLPHINS—Waived DB Nate
Brooks from injured reserve with a
settlement.

NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS—Released C
Corey Levin from practice squad.

NEW ORLEANS SAINTS—Released De
Anthony Lanier from injured reserve with a
settlement.

SOCCER
MLS

FC CINCINNATI—Mutually agreed to
part ways with F Adrian Regattin due to
personal matter.
NWSL

CHICAGO RED STARS—Signed G Kelsey
Daugherty, D Camryn Biegalski, M Aerial
Chavarin and F Dani Rhodes to short-term
contracts.

ORANGE COUNTY SC—Signed F Alexis
Cerritos and M Raymond Drai.

LATEST LINE
Home team in CAPS

BASEBALL
National League
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
WASHINGTON -185 Atlanta +170
MIAMI Off Philadelphia Off
MIAMI Off Philadelphia Off
MILWAUKEE -125 Chicago +115
ST. LOUIS -105 Cincinnati -105
SAN DIEGO Off San Francisco Off
American League
NEW YORK -210 Baltimore +190
TAMPA BAY -185 Boston +170
CHICAGO Off Detroit Off
Oakland -128 TEXAS +118
MINNESOTA -125 Cleveland +115
Interleague
KANSAS CITY -149 Pittsburgh +139
LA DODGERS Off Houston Off
TORONTO -140 NY Mets +130
LA Angels -143 COLORADO +133
ARIZONA -141 Seattle +131

NBA
FAVORITE LINE (O/U) UNDERDOG
LA Clippers 81⁄�2 (2131⁄�2) Denver
Tuesday
Boston 11⁄�2 (211) Miami

NHL
FAVORITE LINE UNDERDOG LINE
Tampa Bay -145 NY Islanders +135

NFL
FAVORITE LINE (O/U) UNDERDOG
NEW ENGLAND 7 (411⁄�2) Miami
BALTIMORE 71⁄�2 (48) Cleveland
BUFFALO 61⁄�2 (391⁄�2) NY Jets
Las Vegas 3 (471⁄�2) CAROLINA
Seattle 11⁄�2 (49) ATLANTA
Philadelphia 51⁄�2 (42) WASHINGTON
DETROIT 21⁄�2 (42) Chicago
Indianapolis 8 (45) JACKSONVILLE
MINNESOTA 21⁄�2 (45) Green Bay
LA Chargers 3 (411⁄�2) CINCINNATI
SAN FRAN. 7 (48) Arizona
N. ORLEANS 31⁄�2 (471⁄�2) Tampa Bay
Dallas 2 (511⁄�2) LA RAMS
Monday
Pittsburgh 6 (46) NY GIANTS
Tennessee 3 (41) DENVER

SCOREBOARD

pounder proved during his
rookie season that his
short stature wasn’t a
problem. Murray had
some of his best games of
2019 against San Francis-
co: He completed more
than 70 percent of his
passes over the two games
and threw four touch-
downs with no intercep-
tions.

COMEBACK KID
Few players have been

awaiting the opener as
long as 49ers left tackle
Trent Williams. After
sitting out last season
because of injuries and a
dispute with the front
office in Washington, the
seven-time Pro Bowler is
excited to get back on the
field as Joe Staley’s re-
placement in San Francis-
co.

“It’s probably the first
thing on my mind when I
get up and the last thing

on my mind when I go to
sleep. How is Week 1
going to be,” he said.

HAPPY HOPKINS
Hopkins makes his

much-anticipated debut
with the Cardinals after
the blockbuster trade with
the Texans that brought
him to the desert. The
6-foot-1, 212-pound veter-
an is a three-time All-Pro
who has been one of the
NFL’s most durable and
productive receivers over
his seven seasons. 

He’s also added a little
cash to his bank account:
The Cardinals announced

on Tuesday that Hopkins
agreed to a two-year con-
tract extension worth a
reported $54.5 million.
The deal keeps him in
Arizona through 2024.

QUIET PLEASE
Niners coach Kyle Sha-

nahan said the team was
playing with different
decibel levels for the
background noise at the
stadium but wouldn’t
reveal what the final deci-
sion was in order to keep
the Cardinals guessing.
The league is allowing
teams to play background
noise between 70 and 75

decibels. Whatever the
final decision is, Shanahan
doesn’t expect to like it.

“I think it’ll be a huge
adjustment for everyone
out there,” he said. “You
don’t realize just what
constant noise is like. It’s
not about being loud or
too low. It’s about just
constant. I mean, usually
when the play starts, you
get to hear the pop and
you get to hear football.
When things aren’t going
on, you can have con-
versations with people
and stuff. So just the con-
stant noise, it’s a little
tough to deal with, but

fans won’t be having to
deal with it. That’ll just be
us.”

REBUILT DEFENSE
Arizona’s defense will

look much different than
it did in 2019. The Cardi-
nals hope it performs
better, too, after giving up
the most total yards in the
NFL last season. The
Cardinals added versatile
linebacker Isaiah Sim-
mons with the No. 8 over-
all pick. They were also
active in the free agent
market, signing line-
backers De’Vondre Camp-
bell and Devon Kennard.
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to hit 3-iron over a tree,
struck the tree, caught a
plugged lie in the bunker
and made double bogey to
lose by one. He wasn’t
alone in his misfortunes.
Colin Montgomerie made
double bogey from the
fairway and was runner-
up, while Jim Furyk
missed a 5-foot par putt to
also finish one behind.

Mickelson stands out
because of his six silver
medals as runner-up,
when a gold medal is what
he needs to complete the
career Grand Slam. Now
he’s 50, still good enough
that William Hill said one
bettor has placed $45,000
on Lefty to win at 75-1
odds, a potential payout of
$3,375,000.

Johnson comes in as the
betting favorite based on
recent form and over-
whelming talent. His only
major was four years ago
in the U.S. Open at Oak-
mont, reputed to be
among the toughest cours-

es in America. 
“Those are the courses

that I like,” Johnson said,
already brimming with
confidence. “The harder
the better. All my wins
come on the hardest golf
courses I’ve ever played.”

That he has only one
major stands out. But for
all his mishaps, Johnson is
in the mix more often
than most at the U.S.
Open.

He had a three-shot
lead in 2010 at Pebble
Beach until that disap-
peared in one hole and he
shot 82. He was a 12-foot
eagle putt away from
winning at Chambers Bay
in 2015 until he three-
putted on the bare green
and finished one shot
behind Jordan Spieth. And
then two years ago at
Shinnecock Hills, he had a
four-shot lead going into
the weekend until he shot
77 on Saturday to fall into
a four-way tie for the lead
and Brooks Koepka

wound up winning.
Koepka won’t be around

to extend his amazing run
– victories at Erin Hills in
2017 and Shinnecock Hills
in 2018, and pushing Gary
Woodland to the finish
line at Pebble Beach last
year before finishing sec-
ond. Koepka’s left knee
hasn’t been right all year,
and he finally decided to
take enough time off until
it heals. That led to him
withdrawing last week.

A U.S. Open without
Koepka isn’t nearly as
bizarre as a U.S. Open
without qualifiers.

Having to move the U.S.
Open from Father’s Day
to the start of the NFL
season was bad enough.
The greater effect of the
pandemic on the U.S.
Open was having to elim-
inate qualifying, a staple
of this major for nearly a
century. The USGA is
proud to say every year
that roughly half the field
had to go through qualify-
ing. 

Because of more than
100 courses involved in
two stages of qualifying,
those were scrapped in

favor of an all-exempt
field.

It still has 13 amateurs,
and plenty of non-PGA
Tour players, typical of
any U.S. Open. The field
has been reduced from
156 to 144 because of the
September date that pro-
vides about three fewer
hours of daylight.

But the shutdown came
one month after the USGA
rolled out a new brand
campaign called, “From
Many, One.” The idea was
that more than 9,000
players enter the U.S.
Open, and after local
qualifying around the
country, sectional qualify-
ing around the world, a
36-hole cut, enormous
pressure on Sunday, one
champion emerges.

The last two elements
are still in place.

Still to be determined is
what kind of test the win-
ner will have to pass.
Woods and Justin Thomas
took a scouting trip to
Winged Foot a month ago
and while it was soft that
day, Woods said it was
ready for a U.S. Open.
Rahm went two weeks ago
and it didn’t take long to
figure out what he would
be facing.

“I’m not shocked that
the winning score last
time was 5-over par,”
Rahm said.

Also getting some atten-
tion were the words of
Steve Radibeau, the direc-
tor of golf courses at
Winged Foot. According
to The Journal News, he
kept saying, “Plus 8, plus
8, plus 8,” indicating an
ideal winning score to
“cap a very difficult sum-
mer.”

Such a score would fit
the reputation of Winged
Foot. This is where the
late Sandy Tatus of the
USGA so famously said in
1974, “Our intention is not
to embarrass the greatest
players in the world but to
identify them.”

At Winged Foot, it’s
usually a little of both. 

AP file

The U.S. Open returns to Winged Foot next week, held in September for the first time
since 1913. 
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GOLF

Nuggets coach Michael
Malone said.

A look at Sunday’s
game:

CLIPPERS VS. NUGGETS
Los Angeles leads 3-2.

Game 6, 1 p.m. EDT,
ESPN.
NEED TO KNOW: It’ll
make for a big sports day
in Los Angeles, with the
Clippers starting at 10
a.m. local time, the Char-
gers playing their NFL
opener at Cincinnati at
1:05 p.m. locally and the
Rams at home for their
opener against Dallas at
5:20 p.m. Pacific. The
Denver Broncos don’t
open their season until
Monday night.
KEEP AN EYE ON: How
the Clippers finish. Other

than Leonard, the Clip-
pers were 0 for 9 from
3-point range in the final
13 minutes of Game 5 and
4 for 19 from the field.
Leonard had 16 of the
Clippers’ final 28 points –
yes, he’s a two-time NBA
Finals MVP, but even he
needs more help than
that.
INJURY WATCH: Will
Barton (right knee) re-
mains out for Denver.
PRESSURE IS ON: The
Clippers. If they let this
thing go to Game 7, Den-
ver’s confidence won’t be
able to fit inside the arena
where they would play the
deciding game on Tues-
day night. There will be
an absolute urgency from
the Clippers to finish the
job on Sunday.
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CLIPPERS

SAN DIEGO
The game between San

Francisco and the San
Diego Padres was post-
poned minutes before the
scheduled first pitch Fri-
day night after someone
in the Giants organization
tested positive for CO-
VID-19.

Saturday night’s game
at Petco Park also was
called off. The teams were
scheduled to play through
Sunday.

This was the first post-
ponement due to CO-
VID-19 for both teams.
There have been 45 major
league games postponed

this season because of
coronavirus concerns.

Both teams lined up for
a moment of silence for
the victims of the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks and
then the national anthem.
But the Padres didn’t take
the field and the team
announced the game had
been postponed. 

Players from both teams
lingered in and around the
dugouts well after Garrett
Richards was scheduled to
throw the first pitch.

About a half-hour after
the game was to have
started, the Padres an-
nounced the reason for
the postponement. A few
minutes after that, the
Padres filed into the
stands for a team meeting.

MLB

2 Giants-Padres
games postponed
after positive test
BY BERNIE WILSON
Associated Press

Tampa Bay at New Or-
leans: In the first-ever
matchup of 40-plus quar-
terbacks, Tom Brady
makes his Bucs debut
against the younger Drew
Brees. It’s the first game
since 1998 (Dan Marino
and John Elway) featuring
the 1-2 career yards pass-
ing leaders. 
Dallas at Los Angeles
Rams: Welcome to Sofi
Stadium. The Cowboys
bring an all-world offense
of RB Zeke Elliott, QB
Dak Prescott, WR Amari
Cooper and a stout line.
They also bring a ques-
tionable defense. LA
keeps spending money on
stars (CB Jalen Ramsey),
but also sent away one of
its biggest (RB Todd Gur-
ley).
Green Bay at Minnesota:
The Vikings are 23-9 at
home in the regular sea-
son since 2016, tied for
the NFC’s best mark dur-
ing that span. But the
Packers are 47-18-1 in
games QB Aaron Rodgers
has played against NFC
North teams, 6-0 last
year. 
Miami at New England:
Three of the Dolphins’

eight captains are new-
comers who came from
the Patriots: center Ted
Karras, linebacker Kyle
Van Noy and linebacker
Elandon Roberts. Coach
Brian Flores was a defen-
sive assistant in New Eng-
land. Other than Julian
Edelman, new Pats QB
Cam Newton’s receiving
group is suspect.
Philadelphia at Washing-
ton: Washington’s Ron
Rivera was hired to
change the culture of a
franchise plagued with
off-field issues. Philly’s
Doug Pederson also is an
elite coach, managing –
along with QB Carson
Wentz – to get a banged-
up team into the 2019
postseason. The Eagles
have questions at O-line,
receiver and secondary. 
Cleveland at Baltimore:
Lamar Jackson comes off
an MVP season. The Rav-
ens’ defense is so poten-
tially formidable that
cutting safety Earl Tho-
mas shouldn’t hurt. Cleve-
land is talented, but big
egos and immaturity dam-
aged the Browns last year.
Kevin Stefanski now is in
charge. The Browns are
1-19-1 in Week 1 since
1999. 
Arizona at San Francisco:

The 49ers are in the
league’s toughest division,
but no team returns more
snaps. Arizona has the
makings of an exciting
team now that perennial
All-Pro receiver DeAndre
Hopkins is aboard. The
49ers swept the series last
year after losing the pre-
vious eight meetings. 
Las Vegas at Carolina:
Trips east don’t always
agree with the Raiders,
but they face perhaps the
NFC’s worst squad in the
midst of a total rebuild
under new coach Matt
Rhule. 
New York Jets at Buffalo:
Third-year quarterbacks
Josh Allen and Sam Dar-
nold will battle, but look
for this one to be decided
by the defenses. That
should give an edge to the
Bills given that the Jets’
two best defenders from
last year, safety Jamal
Adams (dealt to Seattle)
and LB C.J. Mosley (opted
out) are absent.
Seattle at Atlanta: The
Falcons’ Matt Ryan and
Julio Jones remain formid-
able, but the defenses
could be the deciding
factors. Both sides up-
graded their units.
Chicago at Detroit: The
Lions need a strong re-

cord to give coach Matt
Patricia job security. The
Bears need a solid season
to give QB Mitchell Tru-
bisky the same. The Bears
are 4-0 under coach Matt
Nagy against Patricia. 
Indianapolis at Jackson-
ville: Philip Rivers debuts
with the Colts. He comes
off a poor season and
should get more help in
Indy. He’s 7-2 in nine
starts against the Jaguars,
who got rid of huge sala-
ries (Nick Foles, Calais
Campbell, A.J. Bouye,
Marcell Dareus). 
Los Angeles Chargers at
Cincinnati: Top draftee
Joe Burrow takes over at
QB for the Bengals. He
hopes to avoid pass-rush-
ing fiend Joey Bosa. 
Tennessee at Denver
(Monday): Von Miller’s
ankle injury is massive.
But the Broncos are 30-7-1
in home openers. 
Pittsburgh at New York
Giants (Monday): Steelers
QB Ben Roethlisberger is
back from a lost year
(elbow surgery). Pitts-
burgh has a defense with
Steel Curtain capabilities.
Giants rookie coach Joe
Judge hopes to find some
defense.

— ASSOCIATED PRESS

NFL MATCHUPS

THOUSAND OAKS, CALIF. 
Just four years ago last

week, Brandon Staley was
preparing for the opening
game of his third season
as the defensive coor-
dinator at Division III
John Carroll University.

On Sunday, Staley will
be the defensive coor-
dinator of the Los Angeles

Rams in the first game
ever played at $5 billion
SoFi Stadium.

The journey from 5,416-
seat Don Shula Stadium on
the campus of a small
school in the Cleveland
suburbs to the most expen-
sive football arena ever
built is an awfully long trip.

To make it in the space
of just three football sea-
sons is nothing short of
remarkable, but the Rams
believe they’ve got an

extraordinary coach when
they host the Cowboys in
their season opener.

Although Staley can get
loud on the practice field,
he isn’t betraying any
extremes of emotion as he
prepares for his debut.

“It’s certainly an oppor-
tunity of a lifetime, but
that’s the way I felt four
years ago at John Carroll,”
Staley said. “I felt like that
was an opportunity of a
lifetime. I’m just fortunate

to be a part of the Rams. I
love coaching here. I love
our coaching staff. I love
our players. I love this
organization.”

The 37-year-old Staley’s
rapid rise has happened
under the watch of two
head coaches born two
generations apart.

Vic Fangio picked Staley
to be his outside line-
backers coach with the
Bears in February 2017,
and Fangio took Staley
with him to Denver a year
later. Sean McVay, him-
self the youngest head
coach in modern NFL
history when he was hired
in 2017, then made his
surprising move for Staley
last winter.

NFL

Rams defensive guru Staley
took fast track to NFL
BY GREG BEACHAM
Associated Press
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88/79
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77/56
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89/75
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Denver
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Today

84°

Hazy sunshine

and smoky

Tonight

64°

Hazy and smoky

93° 64°

Monday

Smoky with

dimmed sunshine

95° 64°

Tuesday

Smoky with

dimmed sunshine

92° 64°

Wednesday

Warm and smoky

with dimmed

sunshine

90° 64°

Thursday

Plenty of

sunshine

86° 62°

Friday

Plenty of

sunshine

85° 62°

Saturday

Plenty of sun

Acapulco 87 76 t 86 76 t
Amsterdam 70 53 s 79 58 s
Baghdad 116 82 pc 115 82 pc
Barcelona 83 67 s 82 67 pc
Berlin 76 53 s 84 60 s
Bogota 67 45 pc 68 46 pc
Cairo 96 76 s 94 74 s
Calgary 71 46 pc 60 41 pc
Cape Town 60 51 sh 59 46 pc
Dublin 71 53 pc 68 57 c
Geneva 82 59 pc 85 61 s
Havana 86 73 t 89 74 t
Helsinki 61 43 pc 64 46 pc
Hong Kong 89 79 sh 88 80 sh
Jerusalem 86 69 s 87 70 s
Lisbon 83 64 pc 78 66 t
London 75 52 s 82 61 s
Madrid 92 64 pc 87 62 t
Mexico City 74 53 t 70 57 t
Montreal 68 52 t 62 43 c
Moscow 65 47 r 60 47 r
New Delhi 100 80 pc 97 79 pc
Paris 83 59 s 93 65 s
Rio de Janeiro 86 73 s 88 72 s
Rome 89 68 s 87 67 s
Stockholm 60 46 r 65 51 s
Sydney 76 54 pc 70 56 s
Tokyo 87 72 pc 81 73 t
Toronto 76 54 sh 64 45 s

Anchorage 59 44 s 60 47 pc
Atlanta 87 72 t 88 72 r
Boise 97 62 s 94 61 pc
Boston 73 65 pc 77 51 pc
Charlotte 85 69 t 85 65 t
Chicago 76 60 pc 74 56 s
Cincinnati 83 62 sh 79 55 s
Dallas 88 68 pc 85 69 pc
Denver 85 54 s 88 55 s
Detroit 77 56 sh 70 50 pc
Honolulu 88 74 pc 88 75 s
Houston 89 75 t 92 75 c
Indianapolis 79 59 pc 78 54 s
Las Vegas 100 77 s 101 78 s
Los Angeles 85 63 pc 89 65 s
Memphis 85 71 sh 86 69 pc
Miami 88 79 t 89 79 pc
Minneapolis 73 55 pc 78 64 s
Nashville 81 70 t 86 64 pc
New Orleans 90 80 t 87 77 t
New York City 77 67 c 78 54 s
Oklahoma City 83 57 c 79 61 c
Philadelphia 80 69 c 80 56 s
Phoenix 105 83 s 105 82 s
Portland, OR 74 58 pc 75 62 c
San Diego 79 65 pc 80 66 s
San Francisco 69 56 pc 71 59 pc
Seattle 70 58 pc 73 61 c
Washington, DC 82 71 c 82 58 pc

High: 101°, Palm Springs, CA

Low: 20°, Daniel, WY

High: 118°, Abadan, Iran

Low: -16°, Summit Station, Greenland

Sunrise today 6:40 a.m.

Sunset tonight 7:09 p.m.

Moonrise today 2:07 a.m.

Moonset today 5:06 p.m.

New First Full Last

Sep 17 Sep 23 Oct 1 Oct 9

Eastman Lake 150,000 11,246 7.5%

Hensley Lake 90,000 13,060 14.5%

Huntington Lake** 89,400 86,842 97.1%

Lake Kaweah 185,600 12,177 6.6%

Lake Success 82,300 7,455 9.1%

Mammoth Pool Res.** 122,563 90,489 73.8%

McClure 1,024,600 469,075 45.8%

Millerton Lake 520,500 197,411 37.9%

Pine Flat Reservoir 1,000,000 205,273 20.5%

San Luis Reservoir* 2,041,000 965,139 47.3%

Shaver Lake** 135,411 116,542 86.1%

Bass Lake** 45,480 43,652 96.0%

Grass low

Trees low

Weeds low

Mold low

Monterey

1st 9:19 a 2:25 a

2nd 7:47 p 1:48 p

San Simeon

1st 9:00 a 2:09 a

2nd 7:35 p 1:33 p

Pismo Beach

1st 8:52 a 2:02 a

2nd 7:27 p 1:26 p

Carmel Cove

1st 9:16 a 2:21 a

2nd 7:44 p 1:44 pForecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc.©2020
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24 hours ending 2 p.m. yest. 0.00”

Month to date (normal) 0.00” (0.07”)

Season to date (normal) 7.63” (11.47”)

Last season to date 11.85”

High 81°

Low 61°

Normal high/low 92°/62°

Last year high/low 96°/63°

Record high/low 105° (1898) / 48° (1952)

Fresno through 2 p.m. yesterday

Today MondayToday Monday

82/59

Tomorrow morning, the waning crescent moon and Venus

are about five degrees apart and just below the large Win-

ter Hexagon, a roughly football-shaped asterism through

which part of the Milky Way passes (though the Milky Way

itself is visible only away from city lights).

Natural flow at Piedra 102

Actual release 662

Calculated natural flow 221

Millerton Lake inflow 221

San Joaquin 221

Friant-Kern Canal 1,075

Madera 0

Data from 7 a.m. yesterday

PLANETS

Mercury: 8:24 a.m. 7:57 p.m.

Venus: 3:11 a.m. 5:05 p.m.

Mars: 8:54 p.m. 9:41 a.m.

Jupiter: 3:54 p.m. 1:34 a.m.

Rise Set Rise Set

gives you very little
chance to do the standard
preparation — but we have
to adapt,” Gruden said.

Panthers’ 1,000-yard
receiver D.J. Moore said
the element of surprise
may be an advantage for
Carolina early in the sea-
son.

“Nobody knows what
we are going to come out
and do — and that’s the
scary thing for an oppos-
ing team,” Moore said. 

But Gruden added: “But
we’ve added players of
our own that they haven’t
seen either.”

One thing the Raiders
can expect is a full dose of
Christian McCaffrey, the
most used running back in
the league over the past
three seasons. 

Carolina’s All-Pro run-
ning back became the
third player in NFL history
to surpass 1,000 yards
rushing and receiving in
the same season in 2019
and established himself as
one of the most dynamic
players in the league.

“They’re going to get
the ball to him any way
they can,” Gruden said. 

Here are some things to
watch on Sunday:

BRIDGEWATER’S DEBUT
Teddy Bridgewater

finally has a permanent
starting job again in the
NFL four years after a
devastating knee injury,
replacing Cam Newton in
Carolina. He has some
solid playmakers to work
with including McCaffrey,
who caught a franchise-
record 116 passes last
season, Moore, and speed-
sters Curtis Samuel and
ex-Jet Robby Anderson.
Carolina’s offense should
resemble that of the
Saints, with Bridgewater
looking to get the ball out
quickly to his playmakers
thus nullifying the oppo-
nent’s pass rush. 

Brady coached Bridge-
water in New Orleans in
2018, but he is sure to add
a few wrinkles from his
time at LSU. McCaffrey
said it was fun to watch

what Brady did at LSU
and he’s “extremely excit-
ed” to see how he calls
plays in Carolina.

RELIABLE CARR
Derek Carr is set to start

his seventh straight sea-
son opener at quarterback
for the Raiders, the long-
est streak in franchise
history. Carr is coming off
a season when he set
career highs in completion
rate (70.4%), yards
(4,054), yards per attempt
(7.9), and passer rating
(100.8). But the Raiders
scored fewer than 20
points per game for the
third straight year, joining
Buffalo and Miami as the
only teams to do that. “I
have a lot to prove to
myself. I have a lot to
prove to my organiza-
tion,” Carr said. “I am
going to be completely
honest with you, I’m tired
of being disrespected.”

ROOKIE RECEIVERS
The Raiders are set to

start a pair of rookie re-
ceivers for the first time
since 2009. With Tyrell
Williams out for the sea-
son with a shoulder injury,
third-rounder Bryan Ed-

wards joins first-rounder
Henry Ruggs III in the
projected starting lineup.
The only other time the
Raiders started two rookie
receivers in the opener
was in 2009 when Darrius
Heyward-Bey and Louis
Murphy did it. 

RAIDERS’ OVERHAULED
DEFENSE

The Raiders have five
new projected starters on
a defense that has strug-
gled at all levels since
Paul Guenther took over
as coordinator in 2018.
The Raiders rank 31st in
points per game allowed
(28.7) and last in yards per
play allowed (6.21) in that
span. Maliek Collins was
signed to bolster the in-
side rush, first-round
cornerback Damon Ar-
nette steps in as a starter
and Johnathan Abram is
back at strong safety after
a season-ending injury in
last year’s opener. The
biggest changes came at
linebacker where Cory
Littleton and Nick Kwiat-
koski were brought in to
help improve the coverage
against running backs and
tight ends. “It looks like
day and night, truthfully,”
Abram said. “We’ve got-
ten faster on every single
position on offense and
defense. But the line-
backer core does stick
out.” 

PANTHERS, TOO
The Panthers allowed a

league-high 5.2 yards per
carry last season and an
eye-popping 32 touch-
downs on the ground.
That prompted the Pan-
thers to part ways with
defensive tackles Gerald
McCoy, Dontari Poe and
Vernon Butler and pass
rush specialist Mario Ad-
dison. They also spent all
seven draft picks on de-
fensive players. Carolina
gets two-time defensive
tackle Kawann Short back
from a shoulder injury in
2019 and will pair him
with rookie first-round
draft pick Derrick Brown
inside.

JOHN LOCHER AP

Derek Carr, who is set to start his seventh straight opener as the Raiders quarterback,
said, “I am going to be completely honest with you, I’m tired of being disrespected.”

FROM PAGE 1B

RAIDERS

being released on a DUI
charge early Saturday
morning. Wilson, the No.
29 pick overall in April out
of Georgia, currently is on
the reserve-COVID list for
the second time.
Chargers: Los Angeles’
offensive line could be
down three starters for
Sunday’s opener against
the Cincinnati Bengals.
Center Mike Pouncey is
out after not practicing all
week due to a lingering hip
injury, while right guard
Trai Turner and right tack-
le Bryan Bulaga are listed
as questionable. Turner did
not practice on Friday
because of a knee injury
after practicing the past
two days. Bulaga was listed
as limited Thursday and
Friday due to a hamstring
problem.
Bills: Buffalo has ruled out
cornerback Josh Norman
from its season opener
against the New York Jets
on Sunday. Norman did
not practice this week and
has missed much of the
past three weeks since
hurting his left hamstring.
The Bills signed the ninth-
year player to a one-year
contract in March after
Norman was released by
Washington.
Cardinals: Arizona has
placed receiver KeeSean
Johnson on the Reserve/
COVID-19 list two days
before its season opener.
The list is used for players
who either test positive for
the coronavirus or have
been in close contact with
an infected person. John-
son is the first player put
on the list by the Cardi-
nals this season.
TV ratings: An estimated
19.3 million fans turned
on NBC to watch the
NFL’s season kickoff
between the Kansas City
Chiefs and Houston Tex-
ans, or 13 percent fewer
viewers than 2019’s open-
ing game. The Nielsen
company said last year’s
matchup between the
Green Bay Packers and
Chicago Bears was seen
by 22.2 million people.

— WIRE SERVICES

WR Kupp reaches
3-year extension
with Rams

Wide receiver Cooper
Kupp has agreed to a
three-year contract exten-
sion through 2023 with
the Los Angeles Rams.

Neither the team nor
Kupp’s management im-
mediately disclosed the
financial terms of the deal
reached Saturday, a day
before the Rams’ season
opener against the Dallas
Cowboys in brand-new
SoFi Stadium. He is mak-
ing $2.37 million this sea-
son.

Kupp was Los Angeles’
top pass-catcher last sea-
son, leading the team with
94 receptions for 1,161
yards and 10 touchdowns.
He has caught 196 passes
for 2,596 yards and 21
touchdowns in 39 career
games, including 28 starts
for the Rams.
Browns: Quarterback Bak-
er Mayfield has changed
plans and will stand for the
national anthem. Mayfield
had said during the offsea-
son he intended to kneel in
protest of racial injustice,
but Saturday announced on
Twitter that he intends to
stand for both the “Star-
Spangled Banner” and
“Lift Every Voice and
Sing,” which will be played
before every NFL game
this season. Mayfield, who
is a member of the Browns’
11-player social justice
committee, said he'll re-
spect whatever decisions
his teammates make as far
as protesting during the
anthems.
Titans: Tennessee rookie
offensive lineman Isaiah
Wilson has been arrested
and charged with drunken
driving after he was spot-
ted doing “donuts” in an
intersection before crash-
ing into a concrete wall.
Wilson was arrested Fri-
day night and booked into
the Davidson County Jail
in Nashville, Tenn., before

NFL IN BRIEF 
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their attorneys have identified
thousands of pensions that are
based partly on the kinds of pay
that must be excluded, and they
are recalculating monthly pay-
ments as a result, according to
interviews and public meeting
agendas.

The reductions could affect
retirees and employees from 20
counties that run pension sys-
tems regulated by the County
Employees Retirement Law of
1937. The court’s decision won’t
affect state workers or retirees
from local governments that
contract with CalPERS, which is
regulated by a different state law.

The ruling, issued in Alameda
County Deputy Sheriff’s Associ-
ation v. Alameda County Em-
ployees’ Retirement Associ-
ation, is ushering in rare reduc-
tions to pensions that many

County-run pension systems
up and down California are
preparing to reduce some reti-
rees’ income based on a recent
state Supreme Court decision
that disqualified certain kinds of
pay from pension calculations.

The court’s July 30 decision
upheld a 2012 state law in-
tended to stop public workers
from inflating their pensions by
manipulating their pay at the
end of their careers. The ruling
is guiding decisions about what
kinds of special pay, such as
on-call pay and vacation cash-
outs, must be excluded from the
calculations that set pension
amounts.

Local pension boards and

public employees in California
consider sacrosanct. 

The court generally upheld
the so-called California rule,
which protects pensions from
any reductions without corre-
sponding new benefits, but it
allowed a specific set of changes
identified in the Public Employ-
ees’ Pension Reform Act, often
called PEPRA. The law, cham-
pioned by former Gov. Jerry
Brown and approved by the
Legislature in 2012, went into
effect on Jan. 1, 2013.

Sacramento County retirees
are among those facing reduc-
tions.

The county’s retirement sys-
tem is preparing to reduce the
pensions of former Sheriff’s De-
partment officers who received
extra pay to take care of police
dogs; plant operators and engi-

neers who worked at 24-hour
facilities and received standby
pay; and employees who sold
back two weeks’ worth of vaca-
tion time in their final year of
work, rather than the one week
per calendar year the county
allows, according to the system’s
website.

“The decision was made for us
by the Supreme Court and we are
complying with the court direc-
tive to administer the law as the
Legislature intended it to be
administered,” said Eric Stern,
chief executive officer of the
Sacramento County Employees’
Retirement System. “That
doesn’t provide any comfort to
anyone, but that’s the role we
play.”

The changes vary from coun-
ty to county, based partly on
how each system chose to im-
plement PEPRA when it was
passed. In Sacramento and
Stanislaus counties, reductions
are expected to range from 1 or
2 percentage points to up to
about 10%.

Some systems moved imme-

diately in 2013 to make the
changes. Among them were the
Alameda system at the center of
the lawsuit, along with Merced
and Contra Costa county sys-
tems, which also were sued.

Some systems made partial
changes, while others waited
until the lawsuits played out,
which ended up taking more
than seven years. Those systems
are now proposing the biggest
changes. 

The Kern County Employees’
Retirement Association waited
for the court’s decision and is
now preparing to exclude 29
types of pay that have been
counted toward pensions, accord-
ing to a list on the system’s
website. The types of pay that
could be excluded range from
on-call pay to special stipends for
things like bomb detail, SWAT
team physical fitness and canine
care. Also to be excluded are
payments workers could receive
if they didn’t buy health insur-
ance through their employer.

State Supreme Court ruling
forces pension cuts for retirees
BY WES VENTEICHER
wventeicher@sacbee.com

SEE PENSIONS, 4C

The Creek Fire – now one of
the largest wildfires burning in
California – had just ignited at
the start of Labor Day weekend
as many departed into the Sier-
ra Nevada, expecting three days
of mountain bliss.

Instead, unaware backpackers
without cell service faced an
exploding wildfire that has
grown by thousands of acres
daily in eastern Fresno and
Madera counties since Friday
night.

Some are still unaccounted
for. Fresno County Sheriff’s
Office spokesman Tony Botti
said he thought approximately
10 hikers still hadn’t been locat-
ed, but weren’t officially consid-
ered missing as of Thursday
afternoon. Hiker Heather Craig,
reported missing by her father,
is among them.

“Their families may or may
not have heard from them,”
Botti said. “So we keep in touch
with them for updates and cross
them off the list if they check
in.”

The sheriff’s office is plan-
ning to deploy aircraft with
thermal imaging to search for
hikers, what might begin Friday,
Botti said.

Of those who have made it
safely home, here are six of
their escape stories, including a
caravan through flames and
some young, brave adventurers
forced to cross the Sierra Neva-
da for the first time.

1. THROUGH SHAVER LAKE
FLAMES FROM CHINA PEAK

On Sunday – the day after a
group surrounded by fire at
Mammoth Pool Reservoir was
flown to safety – there were still

many hikers in the mountains,
including Pam Geisel Plem-
mons.

It was the sixth day of what
had been a beautiful backpack
trip into Evolution Valley.
Smoke became visible Saturday,
but didn’t seem like a big deal.
By Sunday, it made the after-
noon feel like midnight, Plem-
mons said.

She and a friend made it back
to their cars at a trailhead above
Huntington Lake. The roads

were eerily empty as they drove
down the mountain.

“The smoke is getting thicker
and the sky is getting redder
and redder. … Why isn’t anyone
here and stopping us?” Plem-
mons asked herself.

They finally hit a road block
at China Peak Mountain Resort
and were instructed to wait in a
parking lot with around 50
other cars and people. Some
seemed to be partying. Not
Plemmons.

“My legs were shaking I’m so
scared,” she recalled. “You
could see the fire was about
three to five miles away, and it
was just going to come over the
ridge.”

She was told to sign her name
on a sheet and wondered if it
would be used to notify relatives
of her death. She was told hel-
icopters were coming for them –
and then they weren’t. Fire and
sheriff officials vowed to keep
them safe as they waited for a
break.

An opportunity surfaced that
evening and they all convoyed
down the mountain, escorted by
fire trucks.

Sides of the road were aflame
around the dam at Shaver Lake.
Burning trees reminded her of
firing rockets.

“The saddest part was seeing
all the animals,” Plemmons
said. “There were a lot of live-

stock on the road.”
Out of the fire zone, she

stayed with her daughter in
Fresno, then returned home to
Chico – which now sits between
the even-more-massive August
and North Complex fires.

2. CAL POLY FIRST-TIME
BACKPACKER FORCED TO
CROSS MOUNTAINS

Maycee Ballew, 20, was on
her first ever backpack trip with
five friends and fellow Cal Poly
students when she learned from
a Forest Service ranger that a
massive wildfire was blocking
their exit out Highway 168. He
advised them and a number of
other hikers, 16 in all, to cross
the mountain range to the East-
ern Sierra, instead.

One route would add 25
miles, requiring an extra day of
hiking, what Ballew and her
friends didn’t have enough food
for. They opted for a shortcut
that would shave off 10 miles,
but with a catch: Climbing
13,400-foot Mount Lamarck. As
they left McClure Meadow for
Bishop via the more strenuous
route, Ballew wished one of her
friends a happy 21st birthday as
a 16-mile “death march” began.

“It wasn’t really even a trail,
it was just a shortcut people had
taken before,” Ballew said. “We
knew we weren’t on the PCT or
JMT. A lot of it was literally just
bouldering, choose your own
adventure. Just pick the rock
that looks the most stable and
go for it.” 

Many tears were shed as the
hikers reached the summit of
Mount Lamarck and were able
to call parents and wives.

“It was both pride and a little
bit of panic,” Ballew said of her
tears as she stood upon the
mountain looking at a smoke-
filled valley with many miles
still to go.

Ballew and her friends had
help from the ranger from
McClure Meadow, who caught
up with them up the trail, along
with a group of men who were
also, coincidentally, from San
Luis Obispo. They “literally
saved our lives,” Ballew said, by
helping carry backpacks and
being so “physically and emo-
tionally strong” throughout the
trek that took over 12 hours.
Ballew wasn’t the only first-time
backpacker on the journey.

As the sun set, headlamps
illuminated raining ash as they
descended into the Eastern
Sierra hungry, thirsty and ex-
hausted. The ranger had re-
turned to his station after guid-
ing them to the summit. It “felt
very end of days” as they
pushed through the final miles
of their unexpected detour,
finally taking them to a camp-
ground outside Bishop late
Sunday night.

She called the trek “light-
years different” in difficulty
from the backpack trip she had
originally planned.

Ballew had a satellite commu-
nicator, used by some back-
packers where cell service is
minimal or non-existent, that
enabled her to keep in contact 

SEAN THOMPSON Special to The Bee

Maycee Ballew, pictured in center in dark red, rests with a group of backpackers she crossed the Sierra Nevada with to flee the Creek Fire
burning in eastern Fresno and Madera counties. 

Hikers tell of harrowing
escape from Creek Fire 
BY CARMEN GEORGE AND JIM GUY
cgeorge@fresnobee.com
jguy@fresnobee.com

CLAY STEWARD Special to The Bee

Clay Steward, left, and friend Brent McNelis share the view of
Evolution Valley before the Creek Fire started. 

SEE HIKERS, 4C
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W hen Fresno County
District Attorney
Lisa Smittcamp
decided not to

bring criminal charges against
four local restaurants for vio-
lating state COVID-19 rules, it
was not necessarily an applause-
worthy decision, but an under-
standable and right one.

Meaning this: Smittcamp
could not, under the require-
ments of criminal law, prove
that the restaurants were crimi-
nally liable.

That is not to say they did not
earn the violations that the state
has accused them of, and that
they could still have to answer
for. They may still have to ap-
pear before an administrative
law judge to face complaints
over things like allowing indoor
dining at a time when only out-
door services are allowed.

But restaurant owners and
managers won’t have to go to
Superior Court because, as
Smittcamp explained in an in-

terview with The Bee, she sim-
ply did not find enough evi-
dence to warrant misdemeanor
charges. Her decision was based
on what could she prove with
the evidence she was given by
state Alcoholic Beverage Con-
trol investigators.

That she had to determine the
issue at all suggests that the
restaurant operators — Pismo’s
Coastal Grill and Culichi Town
in Fresno, House of JuJu and
Luna’s Pizzeria in Clovis — were
not operating under the limita-
tions they must to maintain
public health in a time of a his-
toric pandemic.

WHO TO CITE
For one thing, Smittcamp said

it was not clear in some of the
cases who was to be charged,
and criminal law requires an

identifiable defendant.
In other ways, the evidence

itself was unclear or unconvinc-
ing, she said. The restaurants
might have violated the gover-
nor’s order, Smittcamp said, but
not in egregious ways. “It was
not like a frat party. It wasn’t
some big party hall. People were
spaced out,” she said of custom-
ers spread out in dining areas.

Also significant to her was the
fact that the restaurants were
working with county health
officials to come into compli-
ance.

Rather than bring criminal
charges, she pushed the cases
back to the state for civil ac-
tions, like fines. Smittcamp
noted that escalating fines
brought by Fresno officials
against the Waffle House res-
taurant ultimately got that own-

er to quit indoor dining for the
indefinite future.

In the end, district attorneys,
like the cop on the street, are
given discretion under the law.
The cop can pull a driver over
and decide to issue a warning or
write a ticket. Smittcamp weighs
a host of factors in her decision
making, not the least of which is
that she has 100 prosecutors
who have to review more than
40,000 cases a year.

DID SHE POLITICIZE IT?
In her news release announc-

ing her decision, Smittcamp also
referred to the illogical acts of
letting criminals convicted of
murder out of prison because
they might contract COVID-19
vs. her having to charge small
business owners for breaking
pandemic orders.

In the interview she did not
back away from that critical
tone leveled at California’s
Democrat-dominated politics.

“We have a Legislature that
has outlawed plastic straws for
the environment yet are giving
people heroin needles. We have
decriminalized violent crime,
theft crime, drug crime, yet they
want to prosecute business
owners.”

IT’S ABOUT PUBLIC HEALTH
Politics aside, there are fun-

damentals for dealing with the
coronavirus pandemic that
should be non-negotiable to
everyone: Stay home and avoid
social gatherings, especially if
one is elderly or with compro-
mised health. Wear masks in
public, and stand apart from
others.

To the degree that the restau-
rants did not honor those basics,
they should face judgment, in
whatever form that takes.

Here’s hoping that no Fresno
eatery so flaunts the rules that
Smittcamp will have ample
reason to prosecute.

EDITORIAL

BY THE FRESNO BEE 
EDITORIAL BOARD Fresno DA right not to charge

restaurants over health order

Trump backers
know his flaws 

I read with interest two
recent Letters to the Edi-
tor supporting President
Trump. 

I found it interesting
that in each letter there
were statements about the
president, and I quote,
“even with his difficult
personhood” and “While
our president has his flaws
and sometimes disap-
points us.” Even his sup-
porters acknowledge the
flaws of the president, and
it is not the first time I
have see such statements
in support of this man. I
do not think I have ever
seen such statements in
support of any other presi-
dent. 

Maybe we should look
at the quality of this man
and his morality when
deciding whether he de-
serves a second term. 
– Lawrence Samora, Madera 

Former Marine
reacts to bounty 

As a former U.S. Ma-
rine, I am appalled at the
report that Russia is pay-
ing the Taliban to kill U.S.
troops. The thought that

our troops are being
turned into prey and hunt-
ed for money should in-
furiate every man and
woman who has ever
served. 

But what is even more
disheartening is the ab-
sence of a response from
our commander-in -chief,
or even an expression of
outrage. 

Our No. 1 job has been
to protect our country. Is
it too much to ask our
leaders to protect us in
return? 

– Robert Wilson, Fresno 

On The Bee’s
opinions and voice 

After reading the recent
op-eds by Kevin
McClatchy and Craig
Forman, outgoing
McClatchy board chair-
man and CEO, one walks
away with the impression
all is smiles in paradise
and positive as well. But
“Paradise Revisited” begs
important questions about
salient political positions
that will be passed down
to the various McClatchy
newspapers serving their
readers. 

The parable of the “

....small bird and the little
boy...” is not telling us
more than it could be a
crap shoot, if you will,
which way my Fresno Bee
will adopt to tell the story.
Most national newspa-
pers, if you will, again,
The New York Times,
Washington Post, L.A.
Times, Chicago Tribune,
even the Miami Herald,
have fought, and take the
good fight, to the clown in
office. 

Like Superman’s mis-
sion and battle for truth
and justice, hopefully, The

Fresno Bee editorial staff
and local journalists will
keep pace with the transi-
tional times America is
heading to. Truly difficult
in the middle of a right-
wing Valley with the likes
of Devin Nunes. 

One realizes a newspa-
per’s task is to give news
— that is why they are
titled as such. The other
task is giving voice to facts
, obviously, but to take a
stand about, “Doing the
right thing.” 
– Jess Sanchez Barroso, Fres-

no 

Editor’s note: The Fresno
Bee’s opinion is its own,
determined by its editorial
board, whose members are
identified on the opinion
page. The Bee’s opinion has
not, and will not be, dictat-
ed by any corporate head-
quarters.

Propaganda lesson
from WWII 

When I was 18, I was
stationed in Wiesbaden

West Germany. The 1st
battalion 70th Armour
was stationed on the front
lines of the Fulda Gap. No
one was between the west
and the Soviet empire but
the 1st and 70th. This
battalion was so important
to the defense of democ-
racy that if a soldier did
not qualify in the top 2%
of the U.S. Army they
were transferred out. 

In other words, when it
came to tanks we were the
best of the best. I drove a
Jeep for the Battalion S-3
officer, I had a security
clearance and was reg-
ularly trained on recog-
nizing and avoiding Rus-
sian propaganda. I held
the battle plans that pro-
tected Western civiliza-
tion from the communist
Soviets in my lap and had
control over secured com-
munications for the battal-
ion. 

I say this because I see a
lot of propaganda from
both sides all over social
media. So many things
that look good are meant
to divide; this is what
propaganda is, my friends.
Let’s not fall into the trap. 

Please be careful. Don’t
trust anything unless you
verify the site and person. 

– Dana Bobbitt, Fresno 

The Fresno Sunrise Movement,
the Central California Environ-
mental Justice Network and
99Rootz recognize every person’s
right to a safe, healthy, and livable
environment, and as a result sup-
ported AB 345 in the 2020 legisla-
tive session. This bill would hold
the Newsom administration and
state agencies legally accountable
to creating common sense health
and safety buffer zones between
oil and gas sites and homes,
schools, and health-care facilities.
As of now, Gov. Newsom’s ad-
ministration’s only commitment
to creating setbacks lies in a sim-
ple but non-binding press release.

As constituents, we were dis-
appointed to see Sen. Anna Ca-
ballero joining Republican’s “No”
vote, and were especially sur-
prised to see her misinforming
op-ed in The Fresno Bee, given

her virtual silence in the days
leading up the decision.

With this vote, Caballero furth-
er solidifies herself among the
ranks of other San Joaquin Valley
Democrats like Rudy Salas,
Melissa Hurtado, and Henry T.
Perea with long histories of cater-
ing to the fossil fuel industry un-
der the banner of economic
growth for the region. While recit-
ing several industry talking points
as to why she voted “No’, it is
especially disheartening that our
senator ignores that the fossil fuel
industry has converted our com-
munities into sacrifice zones for
the state economy. 

While our state is on fire and
burning in every corner, most of
the oil drilling occurs in low-in-
come communities of color that
are potentially explosive. In addi-
tion they risk daily exposure to gas
leaks and flaring, which directly
threatens the health of pregnant
women and babies.

At least since the 1970s, the

fossil fuel industry has lied about
the negative impact of greenhouse
gases to the United States govern-
ment while wreaking havoc on the
San Joaquin Valley’s environment
and people. We have already
proven that climate change is
driving utility bills higher each
summer and is the most signif-
icant long-term public health
threat to low-income communi-
ties. 

On Aug. 20, journalist Dan
Bacher published an article that
revealed Caballero has received
over $15,000 in campaign contri-
butions from the fossil fuel indust-
ry and nearly $88,000 from labor
unions expressing opposition to
AB 345. One quick glance at the
Senate Natural Resources Com-
mittee analysis of AB 345 further
reveals Caballero’s argument is
based on industry talking points
from groups with long histories of
supporting Republicans and the
fossil fuel industry. For example,
the analysis reads, “the Western
States Petroleum Association
writes in opposition that ‘AB 345
will result in a significant loss of
jobs’” and that the California
Chamber of Commerce identifies
this bill as one of its “job killer’

bills” while entirely ignoring the
actual people that climate kills and
impacts.

Caballero tried to justify her
vote by a rhetorical argument of
urban vs rural communities, but
here’s the bottom-line: Central
Valley low-income neighborhoods
and communities of color are
worthy of health, safety and jus-
tice, regardless if they are rural or
urban.

Fresno Sunrise, CCEJN and
99Rootz represent a working class
and environmental justice move-
ment of San Joaquin Valley youth,
farm workers, and low-income
families who advocate for the
Green New Deal and for a Just
Transition.

After seeing our loved ones toil
their lives away, we will no longer
settle for just any jobs. We’ve seen
the same industries that Caballero
champions regularly prioritize
multinational agencies over the
farm workers who have been
forced to work in the most toxic
air pollution in the world. During
this pandemic, our families have
only been supported with a few
masks and sporadic food dis-
tributions while multinational
corporations demand more tax

breaks and policy loopholes that
exacerbate our existing problems.

This lack of leadership on cli-
mate is unacceptable and we
demand accountability from our
senator. If Sen. Caballero is truly
not “bought off” and if she genu-
inely supports a strong economy
and environmental protections,
she can publicly commit to two
things:

A Immediately issue a public
statement announcing her dis-
tancing from the fossil fuel indust-
ry and to immediately returning
the aforementioned campaign
contributions;

A Commit to a just transition
away from fossil fuels in the state
Legislature to secure training and
a jobs guarantee to allow Cali-
fornians employed by the fossil
fuel and other industries to benefit
from a modern, sustainable econ-
omy.

If these common-sense requests
cannot be met, Sen. Caballero has
failed us all.

Pedro Hernández, is hub
coordinator of the Fresno Sunrise
Movement; Crisantema Gallardo is
director of 99Rootz; Nayamin
Martinez is director of CCEJN.

Farm workers need safety
zones from oil drilling 
BY PEDRO HERNÁNDEZ,
CRISANTEMA GALLARDO
AND NAYAMIN MARTINEZ
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“We have to get out
of here today,” my
sister buzzed around
in her Bass Lake

cabin kitchen while our
kids played and dogs ran
around outside. It was
around 8:30 am. Sunday.
Her husband was already
making neighborhood
rounds to help a 90-plus-
year-old couple collect
their things from down
the street. 

The Creek Fire had
already burned up Big
Creek and forest near
Shaver Lake, and by the
looks of it was headed
toward us.

My husband stood at
the back door with coffee
and looked up at the red
(yes, red) sky. “This is not

good,” he said to me.
There were no official
evacuation orders in
place, but everyone need-
ed to leave. Right then. 

“Get the kids dressed
and loaded up,” I told my
husband. My sister and I
walked down to the dock
to protect equipment and
property. No flames could
be seen from anywhere,
but ashes were falling like
rain. The second we blast-

ed ash away with her leaf
blower, it piled up again.
It was useless. We (mostly
she, as I didn’t know what
the heck to do and basi-
cally just followed her
instructions) covered and
anchored a boat. We then
rolled up and carried one
of those crazy-heavy
“Neptune’s Island” water
mats back up the hill to
her cabin. Because — save
the lake mat, right?

Strange things happen
in your brain when you’re
scared but trying to re-
main calm.

The kids were ready to
go and my oldest daugh-
ter’s eyes were wide with
worry. “Is the fire coming
here? Is the house going
to burn?” Here we go, I

thought. “We are all safe,
just do what we say.” Bags
were loaded. Kids were
loaded. The fridge was
unloaded. “We are taking
all this food back with us!”
my sister asserted. (I
didn’t push back ... the
brisket my brother-in-law
made the night before was
too good to leave.) 

As we drove away from
what was supposed to be a
fun family weekend, I
looked at their American
flag and literally prayed
for there to be a “next
time” — for everyone
affected in the area, for
longtime friends and
strangers I’d never meet.
The kids kept asking ques-
tions as we drove down
the hill and back onto

Highway 41. I kept saying
“We are all safe,” and
then continued to add,
“Do I look worried? (No.)
So if I’m not worried, then
why are you worried?” But
man, was I worried.

Just fake it for the kids, I
thought, because that’s
what parents do. Don’t
cry, panic or scream until
there’s really something
to cry, panic or scream
about. (Note: At the time
of this writing, everything
is still standing and re-
portedly safe in that spe-
cific area.)

I am thankful for our
safety. I am heartbroken
seeing pictures of the
tragic devastation and
reports about how so
many people lost so much
in other areas. I am still
worried, because I know
that this will likely happen
again to all of us — in
another area, at another
time, concerning live-
lihoods and properties
that might next time per-
sonally belong to me.

(Which explains why I
promptly packed bags of
sentimental items and
made a “things to grab”
list as areas in Southern
California are burning
near to me now, too.) 

And while I’m willing to
fake feeling in-control of
it all for the kids, I refuse
to fake any respect to-
wards decades-long, state-
wide leadership (or lack
thereof) whose accumu-
lated poor policies contin-
ue to cause too many of
these tragedies. That, I
tell my kids the truth
about. 

Jill Simonian was born and
raised in Fresno and is
creator of
TheFabMom.com. She is a
Los Angeles based
TV/media contributor and
author of book ‘The FAB
Mom’s Guide’ for first-time
pregnancy. Connect with
Jill on Facebook and
Instagram @jillsimonian.

Fresno native flees Bass
Lake due to Creek Fire 

BY JILL SIMONIAN

Y ou might say the
project was born
from devotion
and support of the

United States Postal Serv-
ice, but in reality, its birth
was staged strictly for
self-preservation purposes
during month five of CO-
VID as I began climbing
the walls and hanging on
by jagged, unpolished
fingernails. 

By then closets and
cupboards were immac-
ulate and purged of ex-
cess. Dan bought a tread-
mill and weight machine
to keep our flab at bay
while I channeled my
inner Julia Child, eventu-
ally growing weary from
baking Bundts, breads and
zucchini casseroles. One
morning I woke up need-
ing fewer carbs and more
human connection. 

A writing colleague
messaged me about a
project which, in a nut-
shell, consisted of writing
100 letters to people near

and far, from all walks/
eras of life, whose in-
delible imprint was stirred
and reawakened during
this seemingly endless
period of social isolation.
There was also a short list
(unfinished business, you
might say) of people
whose hurtful stings had
left blistering scars (i.e.,
the man calling my col-
umns “drivel” in a Bee
comments box; a child-
hood classmate who nick-
named me “dirty Armo;”
and a publisher who liked
my writing but wished I
came from somewhere
besides Fresno, the armpit
of California). 

The 100-letter project, I

decided, would also carry
me through November
election angst — another
topic altogether, although
I’ve seriously contemplat-
ed sending one of the
letters to “current occu-
pant” at 1600 Pennsylva-
nia Ave. NW, Washington,
DC 20500. We’ll see if he
makes the cut. 

And so began the obvi-
ous: love letters to those
nearest and dearest: my
husband, daughter, the
grandkids, sisters, de-
ceased parents and my
grandmother Zarouhi, her
ancient face still visible in
my mind’s eye, the smell
of mothballs and chicken
soup flooding my senses,
her backyard overflowing
with sunflowers — a cher-
ished past now resembling
Nirvana. 

I love you more than…
Remember the time we…
I love the way you...
I love you even when

you…
I may have never shared

this but…
Never forget…
Next came letters to

humans who had changed
the course of my life and
whose influence has been
both life-changing and
transformational: the
90-year-plus woman from

Princeton and our chance
meeting in Barcelona;
Claire, my literary agent;
Robert Setrakian, the man
who brought the Saroyan
Festival to Fresno in 2001;
Doug Rice, my CSU Sum-
mer Arts writing profes-
sor; and a special band of
angels who have had my
back and been fierce,
loyal back-up singers
through the “Woe is me”
and “Hallelujah” choruses
of my life. 

… Thank you for daring
me to live out loud, for
fueling my journey. P.S.
You were right, a bit of
madness is key. 

I should add here that a
few letters were penned to
inanimate objects, like the
tree shading my sorrow or
the coffee-stained mug
responsible for reviving
me most mornings. In an
effort to boost creative
metabolism, I opted for
such playfulness — writing
to both the real and imag-
ined. 

Dear Suitcase, I had
hoped by now you might
courageously find your way
out of the closet. I had such
plans for you this summer.
It saddens me to inform
you I have placed you on
suicide watch until further
notice. Please remember it’s

normal to feel empty, de-
void of purpose and un-
needed during times like
these.

Crafting notes to old
school chums, first crush-
es and beloved teachers
came next and seemed
perfectly timed given that
this year, 2020, marks the
class of ’69 turning 69.

Dear Seth Atamian…
Dear Larry Smith…
Dear Diane Maliani…
Dear Dan Pessano…
And finally, I’m writing

to friends waging battles
against stage IV cancers or
alcoholism, to those with
estranged children or
deceased spouses, to
those with partners diag-
nosed with dementia.
These are by far the most
challenging — hunting
down the right words,
infusing hope and opti-
mism without unneces-
sary sugarcoating. 

… After shouting suffi-
cient profanity to get my
mouth washed out with
soap, I write sending love
and support, suddenly
acutely aware that we have
all entered that fragile
chapter of life when any-
thing can (and will) hap-
pen.

A few nights ago, “Real
Time” talk show host Bill

Maher suggested a
#FreeUpTheMail effort
imploring viewers not to
use the mail for anything
but ballots until the elec-
tion is over on Nov. 3. In
his usual comedic style,
he lampooned the deluge
of credit-card offers, real
estate post cards, Bed
Bath & Beyond coupons
and miscellany that clog
the mail system. Hand-
written letters included. 

So what to do? I’ve
mailed a few already, but
will stockpile the rest for
the sake of American
democracy. But come
Nov. 4, their “essential”
purpose will be fulfilled as
they make their way out
into the universe — carry-
ing messages of love,
hope, gratitude and hu-
man connectivity. 

Armen D. Bacon of Fresno
has authored three books
and recently completed
“The Words Between Us – A
Pandemic Abecedarius”
with co-author Phyllis
Brotherton. This fall she is
teaching “Memoir Writing
During COVID: If Not
Now, When?”
https://fresnostate.edu/olli.
Write to her at
armenbacon@gmail.com,
@Armen Bacon

Fresno author
handles COVID-19 by
starting letter project

BY ARMEN BACON

essence, a Joe Biden victo-
ry would be the unmaking
of the nation. 

At several points during
the summer, the president
has mused that the only
way the Republican party
(and by extension, him-
self) could lose the elec-
tion would be through a
massive voter fraud cam-
paign by the Democrats.
Trump has even gone so
far as to suggest that the
only acceptable election
outcome was one where
he was declared the vic-
tor, implying that he
would contest any other
result. 

This dangerous and
over-the-top character-
ization of a political rival
and rejection of the ideal
of the peaceful transfer of
power that this nation’s

politics is based on is one
of several norms in our
modern politics broken by
the Trump presidency. As
dangerous as this moment
is, it is also worth remem-
bering that it can get
worse from here. There
was another moment in
our nation’s past when
members of one part of
the American political
system came to not just
mistrust, but also refuse to
accept the results of elec-
tions and it culminated in
the shattering of our na-
tion. It was the 1860 elec-
tion.

After that election,
many white southerners
(and even some in the
North) decried the victory
of Abraham Lincoln and
the “Black Republicans.”
White southerners in

T he most troubling
aspect to emerge
from this year’s
Republican Na-

tional Convention may be
the depiction presented by
the GOP of the Democrats
and their candidate for
president, Joe Biden. 

Throughout the course
of the event, Republican
after Republican railed on
the extremist nature of
the other party and the
radical policies they
claimed their opponents
would impose on the na-
tion should they win in the
fall elections. In some
ways this is standard polit-
ical rhetoric as the Demo-
crats did something simi-
lar (although not to the
same extent) to Mitt Rom-
ney in the 2012 election.

However, the presi-
dent’s acceptance speech
on the final night of the
convention threatened to
heighten the already acri-
monious atmosphere to
outright hatred and fear of
one part of America for
another based solely on
their political views. 

In his speech, Trump
proposed several times —
with a veritable forest of
American flags behind
him — that the Republican
party was the defender
not of just conservative
values but of American
values. He intimated that
the Democratic party was
un-American and a threat
to the continued existence
of the country. That, in

particular refused to ac-
cept the outcome of the
election, and even before
the Electoral College
declared Lincoln the offi-
cial winner, these souther-
ners were holding meet-
ings about seceding from
the Union. South Carolina
held its special convention
on secession in December
of 1860, and six other
slave states of the Deep
South would follow early
in 1861. The statement
issued by this special
convention of South Car-
olina declared that Lin-
coln’s election and the
rise of the Republican
party was “hostile to the
South, and destructive of
its peace and safety.” 

What comes next is the
crucial parallel to our
modern problems: In

order to shore up support
among other slave-hold-
ing states, the first seven
seceding states that
formed the Confederacy
and sent out commission-
ers to convince the other
slave-holding states to
join them. Historian Char-
les Dew, in his book
“Apostles of Disunion,”
explains the import these
commissioners had on the
secession crisis and most
illuminatingly the argu-
ment they used to encour-
age other slave states to
follow suit. Almost uni-
versally these commis-
sioners depicted Lincoln
and Republicans as a dire
threat to the South and its
way of life, claiming that
Republicans would not
only abolish slavery in the
South but would also en-

courage a race war, mis-
cegenation and ultimately
the destruction of the
white race in the South
simply to gain political
control of the country. 

The same level of ran-
cor, distrust and mischar-
acterization runs through
today’s Republican party.
Much like white souther-
ners in the run-up to the
Civil War, Republicans
now claim not to just
represent a conservative
take on the liberal ideol-
ogy of democratic govern-
ment, but rather the entire
nation and its ideals. They
portray themselves as the
party of patriotism wrap-
ping themselves in the
American flag, declaring
themselves the bulwark of
“law and order,” the last
line of defense for democ-
racy, capitalism and free-
dom against socialism and
totalitarianism that they
claim is espoused by their
political opponents. 

Much like the South
after Lincoln’s election,
today’s Republicans can
only see Democrats as
dangerous enemies that
must be stopped at all
costs, even if it means
breaking norms that have
stood for generations. For
them, the ends definitely
justify the means.

The next step in their
progression is to follow
the example of their
southern predecessors and
contest any elections that
allow their opponents a
chance to govern — up to
and including breaking
the nation in order to
“save it.”

Vernon Creviston is a
lecturer in the history
department at Fresno
State.

Associated Press photos

Former Vice President Joe Biden and President Donald Trump 

Divisions between Republicans,
Democrats threaten US unity

BY VERNON CREVISTON
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MONEY & MARKETS

NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH.

AbbVie 89.70 +.05
AMD 76.34 -2.64
Agenus 4.99 -.20
AlkidoP h .58 -.07
Altria 43.59 +.24
AmAirlines 12.95 -.06
AEagleOut 13.79 +.61
AmIntlGrp 28.40 +.24
Amyris h 2.33 -.81
Annaly 7.43 +.08
AnteroRes 2.71 +.06
Apache 11.89 -.13
Apple Inc s 112.00 -1.49
ApldMatl 55.00 -.12
Avingr .37 -.05
BkofAm 25.50 +.36
BarrickGld 29.75 -.36
Biofront 8.78 +1.40
Biolase .30 +.00
Boeing 160.23 +2.54
BrMySq 58.99 +.70
CVS Health 57.40 -.60
Carnival 17.69 -.19
CntryLink 10.65 +.10
ChckPnt 3.32 +.52

Chewy 53.81 -5.88
Cinedig h .91 +.19
Cinemark 12.04 -.70
Cisco 39.88 +.31
Citigroup 51.00 +.05
CitizFincl 27.11 +.39
ClevCliffs 6.08 -.03
ClovisOnc 6.04 +.32
CoDiagn 13.71 +2.09
CocaCola 51.06 +1.06
Comcast 44.67 +.65
CorbusPhm 1.88 -.39
Corning 31.94 +.06
Coty 3.51 -.15
DaveBuster 16.53 -1.49
DeltaAir 31.70 -.09
DevonE 8.97 +.21
DiamndP 24.68 +3.58
DocuSign 197.94 -8.01
DraftKin 41.46 -1.08
EKodak 6.40 +.47
EgyTrnsfr 5.86 -.10
EntProdPt 17.06 -.06
EvofemBio 2.10 -.62
ExxonMbl 36.90 -.10

Facebook 266.61 -1.48
FordM 7.00 +.09
FrptMcM 16.27 +.50
FuelCell 2.17 ...
GenElec 5.95 -.05
GenMotors 30.46 +.29
Gevo .84 -.05
GileadSci 65.58 +1.81
GlobusM .13 +.01
HP Inc 19.29 +.28
Hallibrtn 14.27 -.01
HancJaff h .56 +.15
HP Ent 9.24 +.02
HostHotls 11.13 -.27
HuntBncsh 9.68 +.10
iBio 1.94 -.05
InovioPhm 10.08 +.36
Intel 49.28 +.32
IntraCellu 27.65 -3.38
Invesco 10.70 +.44
JPMorgCh 101.07 +1.24
Keycorp 12.36 +.07
Kimco 11.66 -.47
KindMorg 12.82 -.09
Kinross g 8.80 -.11

Lyft Inc 30.76 +1.25
MFA Fncl 2.73 -.01
MGM Rsts 22.73 -.11
Macys 7.05 -.35
MarathnO 4.47 +.11
MarathPt 31.25 +.98
MicronT 46.09 +1.22
Microsoft 204.03 -1.34
MorgStan 50.35 +.06
MurphO 10.03 +.01
NanoX n 64.19 +15.88
NwGold g 1.78 -.08
NikeB 118.00 +3.21
Nikola 32.13 -5.44
9F Inc 1.01 -.27
NobleEngy 9.17 -.07
Nordstrm 14.47 -.48
NthnO&G .58 +.06
NortonLife 21.13 -1.34
NorwCruis 17.51 -.42
Novan .47 -.06
Nvidia 486.58 -5.89
OasisPet .38 -.04
OcciPet 10.22 +.03
Onconv h .24 -.01

OpkoHlth 2.99 -.07
Oracle 57.00 -.33
Overstk 65.15 -9.35
PayPal 184.00 -6.09
PelotnIntr n 84.04 -3.71
PnnNtGm 59.19 -3.27
Pfizer 36.07 +.42
Pinterest 34.11 -.58
PlugPowr h 11.71 -.41
RaythTch 60.65 +1.13
SalemMda 1.28 +.33
SatsumaP 4.83 -.79
Schlmbrg 17.87 +.16
SiriusXM 5.48 -.10
SlackTc 25.66 -.24
SnapInc A 24.19 +.88
SorrentoTh 6.32 +.15
SwstAirl 38.95 +.01
SwstnEngy 2.34 -.07
Square 137.45 -3.62
Taopng hrs 3.03 +.23
Tapestry 16.15 +.35
Technip 6.79 -.10
TeckRes g 13.00 +1.27
Tesla Inc s 372.72 +1.38

Transocn .99 -.04
TrilliumTh 14.05 +.11
TurqHillRs .85 -.02
Twitter 38.93 -.02
Uber Tch 36.98 +1.00
UndrArm 11.32 +.58
UnAr C wi 9.90 +.42
UtdAirlHl 36.07 -.38
VascuBio 1.35 +.21
Vaxart h 5.30 +.52
VerizonCm 59.79 +.26
CBS B 29.28 -.02
VirgnGal 16.56 -.89
Visa 200.68 -.86
WPX Engy 4.33 -.01
WalMart 136.70 -.11
WalgBoots 34.70 +.03
WellsFargo 24.27 +.32
WmsCos 20.23 +.05
Workhrs rs 23.69 +1.30
Yamana g 6.02 -.13
Yum China 51.36 +.70
Zomedica .11 -.00
ZoomVid 383.00 -1.48
Zynga 8.35 -.15

MOST ACTIVE STOCKS

DOW 27828.82 27448.15 27665.64 +131.06 +0.48% -3.06%
DOW Trans. 11364.33 11162.08 11282.64 +103.67 +0.93% +3.50%
DOW Util. 802.17 792.76 799.93 +3.59 +0.45% -9.01%
NYSE Comp. 12827.86 12683.34 12773.04 +66.35 +0.52% -8.19%
NASDAQ 11033.04 10728.03 10853.54 -66.05 -0.60% +20.96%
S&P 500 3368.95 3310.47 3340.97 +1.78 +0.05% +3.41%
S&P 400 1867.66 1839.64 1854.87 -2.28 -0.12% -10.09%
Wilshire 5000 34375.40 33761.74 34072.72 -23.34 -0.07% +3.61%
Russell 2000 1515.97 1484.95 1497.27 -10.48 -0.70% -10.26%

 HI GH LOW CLOSE CHG. %CHG. YTDINDEXESSTOCKS OF LOCAL INTEREST

AT&T Inc 29.00 +.09
Ametek 99.91 +1.98
BP PLC 20.06 +.15
BerryCp 3.36 -.42
CalifWtr 43.71 -.55
CntlVyCm 11.63 -.29
Chevron 77.69 -.46
Comerica 39.62 +.42

ConstellA 188.81 +.08
Costco 339.13 -.40
EdisonInt 50.63 +.13
Gap 16.64 -.35
GraniteC 17.43 +.08
HSBC 20.67 -.04
HeartFn 31.88 -.25
Kroger 34.37 -.37

Lindsay 97.06 -.13
LithiaMot 239.24 -4.29
Mondelez 57.55 +.45
PG&E Cp 9.06 +.06
PPG 127.10 +1.36
Patterson 23.92 +.08
Primerica 120.77 +.66
QstDiag 110.33 -.17

S&WSeed 2.93 +.14
SierraBc 17.52 +.06
SkyWest 34.66 +1.06
SCEd pfB 25.55 ...
UnionPac 195.94 +2.86
USecBcCA 6.00 -.03
ValeroE 46.39 +.76
WAmBcp 56.69 -.72

NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH. NAME LAST CH.  Currency Daily
 in US $ Chg. %Chg.

FOREIGN EXCHANGE

Australian Dollar 1.3748 -.0014 -.10
British Pound .7818 +.0007 +.09
Canadian Dollar 1.3193 +.0010 +.08
Euro .8453 -.0003 -.04
Japanese Yen 106.11 -.01 -.01
Mexican Peso 21.2904 -.1548 -.73
Swiss Franc .9096 -.0004 -.04

Crude Oil (bbl) 37.33 37.30 +0.08 -38.9

Ethanol (gal) 1.31 1.31 ... -5.0

Heating Oil (gal) 1.09 1.08 +0.67 -46.2

Natural Gas (mm btu) 2.27 2.32 -2.32 +3.7

Unleaded Gas (gal) 1.09 1.10 -0.26 -35.2

FUELS CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD

Gold (oz) 1937.80 1954.20 -0.84 +27.5

Silver (oz) 26.74 27.16 -1.56 +50.0

Platinum (oz) 939.60 941.00 -0.15 -3.3

Copper (lb) 3.03 2.99 +1.57 +8.6

Palladium (oz) 2313.10 2307.40 +0.25 +21.2

METALS CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD

Cattle (lb) 1.06 1.05 +0.40 -15.4

Coffee (lb) 1.32 1.32 +0.57 +2.1

Corn (bu) 3.65 3.57 +2.17 -5.9

Cotton (lb) 0.64 0.64 +0.16 -7.2

Lumber (1,000 bd ft) 948.00 939.00 +0.96 +133.7

Orange Juice (lb) 1.17 1.18 -1.18 +20.0

Soybeans (bu) 10.06 9.85 +2.08 +6.6

Wheat (bu) 5.34 5.40 -1.16 -4.5

AGRICULTURE CLOSE PVS. %CH. %YTD

Energy prices 
were mixed, with 
U.S. crude oil
rising slightly. 
Gold and silver 
prices fell. In 
crops, soybean 
prices rose
noticeably.

More online: For a complete stocks and mutuals report, including live quotes, go to fresnobee.com/stocks.

(Previous and change figures reflect current contract.)

COMMODITIES

The data below is from close of day Friday, and ran online in our Saturday eEdition. It is repeated here as a courtesy to print readers who follow the markets.

BILLS OR REFUNDS?
Many questions remain

about how each system
will apply the court’s rul-
ing. Decisions by local
pension boards could have
big impacts on retirees.

Among the most press-
ing questions is whether
pension systems will force
retirees to return the
money that was improper-
ly paid to them since
2013. Kern County reti-
rees got notices raising
that possibility, but Brown
said the system’s board
was still weighing options
Wednesday.

So far, retirement sys-
tems are deciding against

clawing back overpay-
ments. Along with Sacra-
mento, systems in San
Bernardino, Mendocino
and Stanislaus counties
have decided not to seek
repayment, according to
interviews and board
meeting materials.

Staff at the Sacramento
County system have rec-
ommended against claw-
ing back the overpay-
ments. The system’s
board meets Sept. 16.

The systems could re-
verse course if the In-
ternal Revenue Service
orders them to collect the
money, according to
meeting materials. 

Conversely, there are
questions over whether
pension systems might
owe retirees refunds. 

Workers contribute a
percentage of their pay
toward their pensions, and
they contribute extra for
special pay that is pen-
sionable. Cutting off pen-
sion benefits “might entit-
le employees to a partial
refund” to account for the
contributions they made
toward canceled benefits,
the Supreme Court said in
a footnote to its decision.

Lower courts, which the
Supreme Court left to
work out some of the
details, also could address
clawbacks or refunds.

“That’s a big un-
known,” Rick Santos,
executive director of the
Stanislaus County Em-

ployees’ Retirement Asso-
ciation, said of retroactive
adjustments.

WHO IS AFFECTED
The timing and the

extent of upcoming
changes vary by county.
Representatives of the
systems said they are
beginning to notify work-
ers and retirees who will
be affected.

The Stanislaus County
system has already pro-
cessed the changes, San-
tos said. 

The system’s board
decided in 2012 to ex-
clude from pensions all
types of special pay except
for on-call pay, he said.
After the court’s decision,
the system recalculated
pensions back to the be-
ginning of 2013 to exclude

on-call pay.
The reductions will

affect 74 of the $2.2 billion
system’s 4,000 retired
members, Santos said. He
said the reductions aver-
age 4% and will take ef-
fect Oct. 1.

Most other systems,
including those in Sacra-
mento and Kern counties,
are finalizing the changes
they will make and then
have to process them.
Both systems anticipate
making the changes in the
next few months.

Stern, from the Sacra-
mento County system,
said he expects the
changes to affect “a few
hundred to a few thou-
sand” retirees and em-
ployees. The $10 billion
system has about 12,700
active members and about

12,400 retired members. 
He said reductions,

which will correct pension
payments dating to the
beginning of 2013, could
amount to as much as
10% for some.

Fresno County’s system
has determined it won’t
have to recalculate bene-
fits, since it has adhered
to the 2012 law’s guide-
lines since the law went
into effect, according to a
board meeting agenda.

The San Luis Obispo
County Pension Trust
won’t make changes be-
cause it has always ex-
cluded all varieties of
special pay from pension
calculations, said the
trust’s executive director,
Carl Nelson.

FROM PAGE 1C

PENSIONS

with her parents, Angela
and Rob Ballew. They
drove from Clovis to Bish-
op on Monday morning to
get them, then drove the
San Luis Obispo group
back to the Central Coast
– 750 miles in all.

Angela is very proud of
her daughter. 

“She blew all of us away
who have backpacked,”
she said of her youngest
child, who bested her
mother’s backpacking
feats the first time out in
summit elevation, miles
walked in one push, and
completing a trans-Sierra
hike.

“What strength of char-
acter, what calm, what
endurance,” Angela said.
“She just amazed me. I’m
so proud of her. She’s
such a sweetheart and
such a genuine, kind per-
son, but on that trail she
proved she was also really
gutsy and really strong.”

3. DROPPING INTO
‘MORDOR’ DARKNESS
AFTER FAILED FISHING

As the sky grew darker
and smokier Saturday
afternoon, Brad Johnson
feels embarrassed now to
admit that he thought,
“Let’s go fishing!” 

“I had to use a head-
light to tie the fly,” the
40-year-old said. It was 4
p.m. at Sadler Lake.

“The lake is covered in
ash and the fly hit a scum-
my film of ash and imme-
diately sunk,” Johnson
said. “I did not catch any
fish.”

The smoke didn’t feel
like an imminent danger
to the avid hiker at the
time. Neither did the
thunder he now knows
was created by the mas-
sive Creek Fire. Not even
when blackened chunks of
wood started falling from
the sky.

Johnson camped over-
night and awoke to more
ominous changes. 

“I looked downslope
and saw this black cloud.
It looked like Mordor, it
really did,” he said, refer-
encing the evil wasteland

from “The Lord of the
Rings.”

“I don’t know what’s
down there, but I don’t
want to go down there,”
he thought. “Whatever it
is is not good.” 

But down he would go
until he reached cell serv-
ice along a rocky section
of the Isberg Trail. He
called the Madera County
Sheriff’s Office and
learned roads below were
closed because of the fire.
He also ran into a packer,
Tracy Terzian, leading a
group on mules who
called his wife and the
Forest Service for more
information.

Johnson learned he
could continue down to
Beasore Meadows and
drive out along bumpy,
remote roads, which he
did. That he’d make it out
at all was unknown when
he first started dropping
into “Mordor.” In hind-
sight, he regrets not hav-
ing hiked up into nearby
Yosemite National Park
instead.

Descending into the
smoky darkness, Johnson
said, “either we were
going to make it out or we
weren’t.”

The Berkeley man is a
former wilderness guide
who also used to work for
the Sierra Club. But for all
his experience, Johnson
said he and other hikers
on that trail had a hard
time knowing what to do
when confronted by mon-
ster fire. Johnson knew
the recommendations for
dealing with every other
backcountry danger, but
not this. It was the only
time, aside from a former
rock climbing expedition,
when he thought he might
die in the wilderness. 

“There’s a lot to learn
from these disasters about
how to stay safe in the
new West.”

4. PACKER GETS
SURPRISE HELP TO
SAVE MULES, HORSES

As Johnson made his
way to a trailhead, Terzian
returned to Minarets Pack

Station at Miller Meadow
in the Sierra National
Forest. Terzian was
leading an overnight pack
trip at Cora Lake when
things turned bad.

“The thunder was un-
believable,” he said of
weather created by the
fire. “It was like a summer
storm without the rain.”

He and his group decid-
ed to come down the
mountain because they
didn’t have enough food
to take longer routes out
and were concerned about
potential fire activity
along another trail.

Upon arriving at the
pack station clear of fire,
he and a couple employ-
ees and family members
went to work rounding up
their stock, about 30
mules and horses. Many
were waiting in the Miller
Meadow near the station.
Terzian’s wife, Mikki, let
them loose the previous
day when she had to
evacuate.

Terzian then herded
them down Minarets Road
for a 12-mile ride to Chi-
quito Bridge, where a road
block was in place. They
all happily followed the
mares.

“I was tickled to death,”
he said of the cooperative
mules, equally eager to
get out of there.

When they reached
Chiquito Bridge, a convoy
of cowboys with horse
trailers were there wait-
ing, organized by Ter-
zian’s son. One of them
was a member of the fam-
ily who owned Wagner’s
Store at Mammoth Pool,
which burned the previous
night, he said.

“His wife and daughter
were trapped back there at
Wagner’s Store when it
burned down and he’s
there helping us,” Terzian
said. “It was amazing.”

More than a dozen
strangers showed up to
help. Terzian knew just
one person in the group of
compassionate volunteers.
He said he’s overwhelmed
by the amount of support
and cooperation.

“It’s amazing how when
a crisis strikes, we all tend
to work together.”

5. BOY AND DOG
AMONG OTHERS WHO
CROSSED SIERRA
NEVADA

Clay Steward’s High
Sierra fishing trip with his
friend Brent McNelis
turned into a dogged slog
to Bishop after the pair
spotted a towering mush-
room cloud that was the
Creek Fire.

Steward and McNelis,
both 42, abruptly found
the megafire blocking
their return to the Edison
Lake area.

Instead, they found
their only escape was an
arduous, high altitude,
20-mile trek in the oppo-
site direction.

They teamed with Greg
and Vanessa Cooper of
Clovis, their 6-year-old
son Gregory and Diego,
an 11-year-old Labrador
mix, to arrive safely in
Bishop on Monday, ex-
hausted, hungry and walk-
ing gingerly on blistered
feet.

Steward and McNelis
were planning on fishing
in Evolution Lake in Kings
Canyon National Park
when word of the fire
began to circulate Sat-
urday among hikers.

Steward’s car was
parked at the Florence
Lake trailhead, and the
pair just wanted to get to
it and head down the hill.
But at the John Muir trail,
more disturbing details
were swirling: Highway
168 was closed. More and
more hikers were heading
away.

Steward and McNelis
opted to do the same
when they crossed paths
with the Coopers, who
were abandoning plans to
get back to their brand-
new car, parked near the
fire, and instead head for
Piute Canyon and then to
Bishop. Together, the
newly formed group hiked
about six miles before
sleeping on the ground
that night, too tired to set
up camp. They trekked all
the next day.

“Sunday night was the
worst,” said Steward.
“We’d hiked 18 miles. Ash
was falling like snow. You
couldn’t see the moon. It
was just awful.”

Monday, they crossed

11,500-foot Piute Pass.
Diego, the 11-year-old Lab
mix, was struggling; the
family carried him part
way.

But 6-year-old Gregory
“was an absolute troop-
er,” said Steward, as he
scrambled up and down
the trail.

They encountered other
groups and families mak-
ing their way east and met
a man with a satellite
texter, who helped by
sending a message to
Steward’s wife, Emily,
directing her to Bishop.

There was no official
greeting party when they
finally reached the trail-
head on the east side.

“It was just abandoned.
No one there,” said Stew-
ard.

But the group ended up
catching a ride to Bishop,
where they met up with
Emily at a rendezvous in a
Bishop brewery. All re-
turned to the Fresno area
in Steward’s SUV.

Steward still has to get
back to Florence Lake to
recover his Subaru Out-
back. Sheriff’s deputies
tell him the parking lot is
a “complete mess,” and
not to even think about
returning before next
week.

And call first to check.

6. WILDFIRE CUTS
EASTERN SIERRA
ADVENTURE SHORT
FOR MOUNTAINEER

The air was “perfectly
clear” when Taylor Stan-
ton, a self-described “an-
noying leave-no-trace
guy” with a passion for

mountains, went to sleep
Saturday when it was still
light out, anticipating an
early start the next day to
summit a peak near Bish-
op.

The 30-year-old woke
up earlier than expected
in the middle of the night,
coughing and sneezing.
He turned on the light to
find air that resembled
“pea soup … just a wall of
white smoke.”

He fortunately had a
N95 mask in his pack
because of the COVID-19
pandemic and put that on.
He packed up his camp
and started to hike the
handful of miles back to
his vehicle in the dark, not
knowing where the fire
was.

“Visibility was nil,”
Stanton said. “It was a
weird, slow-going slog.”

He reached the trail-
head around 3 a.m. Sun-
day and drove to the But-
termilks, a popular boul-
dering destination, to try
to see what was happen-
ing. It was a concerning
sight when the sun rose.
Everyone there quickly
left, too.

Stanton said he visits
Yosemite and the Eastern
Sierra almost every week-
end. In the immediate
future, he’s planning to
take a break from such
regular visitation, hanging
out at his home in the Bay
Area more.

In the process, he’ll be
missing one of his favorite
places on Earth. A place
that’s hard to see burn.

“It’s almost like watch-
ing the Notre Dame burn
down, but for me worse
because I see it as a place
of mental health and de-
tox and a home away from
home,” Stanton said.
“There is such a close
personal connection to the
place. It just feels like
watching a sacred build-
ing burn down.”

Carmen George:
559-441-6386,
@CarmenGeorge
jim guy profile:
559-441-6339
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HIKERS ‘‘SUNDAY NIGHT
WAS THE WORST.
WE’D HIKED 18
MILES. ASH WAS
FALLING LIKE
SNOW. YOU
COULDN’T SEE 
THE MOON. IT
WAS JUST AWFUL.
Clay Steward
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Rankings reflect sales for the
week ending Saturday, Aug. 29.

FICTION
1. THICK AS THIEVES, by

Sandra Brown. (Grand Central)
Arden Maxwell returns home to
uncover the truth about her
father’s involvement in a heist
that went wrong 20 years ago.
(Weeks on list, 1)

2. SQUEEZE ME, by Carl
Hiaasen. (Knopf) A dead dowag-
er, hungry pythons and occu-
pants of the winter White House
shake up the Palm Beach charity
ball season. (1)

3. THE VANISHING HALF, by
Brit Bennett. (Riverhead) The
lives of twin sisters who run
away from a Southern Black
community at age 16 diverge as
one returns and the other takes
on a different racial identity but
their fates intertwine. (13)

4. WHERE THE CRAWDADS
SING, by Delia Owens. (Putnam)
In a quiet town on the North
Carolina coast in 1969, a young
woman who survived alone in
the marsh becomes a murder
suspect. (103)

5. EMERALD BLAZE, by Ilona
Andrews. (Avon) The latest
installment in the “Hidden
Legacy” series. Catalina Baylor
overcomes heartbreak to team
up with Alessandro Sagredo. (1)

6. THE GUEST LIST, by Lucy
Foley. (Morrow) A wedding
between a TV star and a maga-
zine publisher on an island off
the coast of Ireland turns dead-
ly. (13)

7. SOMEONE TO ROMANCE,
by Mary Balogh. (Berkley) The
seventh book in the “Westcott”
series. Gabriel Thorne’s intention
to wed Lady Jessica Archer
misses its mark at first. (1)

8. ROYAL, by Danielle Steel.
(Delacorte) In 1943, the 17-year-
old Princess Charlotte assumes
a new identity in the country
and falls in love. (2)

9. AMERICAN DIRT, by Jea-
nine Cummins. (Flatiron) A
bookseller flees Mexico for the
United States with her son while
pursued by the head of a drug
cartel. (32)

10. THEN SHE WAS GONE, by
Lisa Jewell. (Atria) Ten years
after her daughter disappears, a
woman tries to get her life in

order but remains haunted by
unanswered questions. (9)

11. TRUTH AND JUSTICE, by
Fern Michaels. (Zebra) The 31st
book in the “Sisterhood” series.
A con artist is behind a scheme
involving fertility clinics. (1)

12. 28 SUMMERS, by Elin
Hilderbrand. (Little, Brown) A
relationship that started in 1993
between Mallory Blessing and
Jake McCloud comes to light
while she is on her deathbed
and his wife runs for president.
(11)

13. THE EXILES, by Christina
Baker Kline. (Custom House)
Three young women are sent to
the fledgling British penal
colony of Australia in the 1840s.
(1)

14. THE MIDWIFE MURDERS,
by James Patterson and Richard
DiLallo. (Grand Central) A single
mom teams up with an NYPD
detective to solve a case in-
volving misdeeds at a hospital. (3)

15. LITTLE FIRES EVERY-
WHERE, by Celeste Ng. (Penguin
Press) An artist upends a quiet
town. (81)

NONFICTION
1. HIS TRUTH IS MARCHING

ON, by Jon Meacham. (Random
House) The Pulitzer Prize-
winning biographer creates a
portrait of Rep. John Lewis, the
late civil rights leader and
congressman for Georgia’s 5th
Congressional District. (1)

2. HOAX, by Brian Stelter.
(One Signal/Atria) The CNN
anchor examines the inner
workings of Fox News and its
relationship with President
Donald Trump. (1)

3. CASTE, by Isabel Wilker-
son. (Random House) The
Pulitzer Prize-winning journalist
examines aspects of caste
systems across civilizations and
reveals a rigid hierarchy in
America today. (4)

4. UNTAMED, by Glennon
Doyle. (Dial) The activist and
public speaker describes her
journey of listening to her inner
voice. (25)

5. LIVE FREE OR DIE, by Sean
Hannity. (Threshold Editions) The
Fox News host offers his assess-
ment on what is at stake in the
2020 election. (4)

6. TOO MUCH AND NEVER

ENOUGH, by Mary L. Trump.
(Simon & Schuster) The clinical
psychologist gives her assess-
ment of events and patterns
inside her family and how they
shaped President Donald
Trump. (7)

7. WHITE FRAGILITY, by
Robin DiAngelo. (Beacon Press)
Historical and cultural analyses
on what causes defensive moves
by white people and how this
inhibits cross-racial dialogue.
(23)

8. HOW TO BE AN ANTIRAC-
IST, by Ibram X. Kendi. (One
World) A primer for creating a
more just and equitable society
through identifying and oppos-
ing racism. (18)

9. BETWEEN THE WORLD
AND ME, by Ta-Nehisi Coates.
(Spiegel & Grau) Winner of the
2015 National Book Award for
nonfiction. A meditation on race
in America as well as a personal
story, framed as a letter to the
author’s teenage son. (70)

10. EDUCATED, by Tara
Westover. (Random House) The
daughter of survivalists edu-
cates herself enough to leave
home for university. (125)

11. BORN A CRIME, by Trevor
Noah. (Spiegel & Grau) A mem-
oir about growing up biracial in
apartheid South Africa by the
host of “The Daily Show.” (71)

12. THE WARMTH OF OTHER
SUNS, by Isabel Wilkerson.
(Vintage) An account of the
Great Migration of 1915-70, in
which nearly 6 million African
Americans abandoned the
South. (5)

13. SO YOU WANT TO TALK
ABOUT RACE, by Ijeoma Oluo.
(Seal) A look at the contempo-
rary racial landscape of the
United States. (15)

14. VESPER FLIGHTS, by
Helen Macdonald. (Grove) A
collection of observational
essays by the nature writer on
themes of captivity, immigration
and freedom. (1)

15. THE SPLENDID AND THE
VILE, by Erik Larson. (Crown) An
examination of the leadership of
Prime Minister Winston Churchill.
(26)

NEW YORK TIMES BEST-SELLERS

COLUMBUS, OHIO
Deva Rashed-Boone

thought moving north of
her southeast Texas home
meant escaping blatant
racism and white suprem-
acy.

In 2015, a job opportu-
nity brought her northeast
to Columbus, where she
was confronted with the
same reality. 

Just a year later, 13-
year-old Ty’re King was
shot and killed by the
Columbus Division of
Police.

Rashed-Boone was able
to work through some of
those emotions in her
contribution to “Black in
the Middle: An Anthology
of the Black Midwest,”
released last week by Belt
Publishing. Edited by
Terrion L. Williamson, the
collection explores the
experiences of Black Mid-
westerners through per-
sonal narratives, com-
mentaries, poetry, photog-
raphy and more.

“There is no latitude or
elevation at which the
potentially deadly dangers
of racism and white su-
premacy can be escaped,
unless its propagators
elevate their understand-
ing of what constitutes
true humanity,” Rashed-

Boone wrote in her essay,
“Columbus: Different
Latitude, Same Plati-
tudes.” She has since
moved back to Texas to
be closer to her mother.

In “Black in the Mid-
dle,” Williamson asserts
that Black life everywhere
is “conditioned by precari-
ty.” However, she argues
that Black Midwesterners’
stories have been over-
looked in the national
narrative.

“Even as electoral cam-
paign cycles mobilize …
around the plight of heart-
land laborers, the dis-
proportionate and specific
consequences of dein-
dustrialization, population
loss, and economic de-
cline on Black Midwestern
communities remains
conspicuously unad-
dressed,” she writes.

It’s an issue that
sparked the inaugural
Black Midwest Symposi-
um, also titled “Black in
the Middle,” hosted by
the Black Midwest Initia-
tive in 2019 at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota. That
event led to the book,
which includes some of
the participants, along
with new voices.

Chicago native Mark V.
Reynolds wrote about the
persistence of segregated
neighborhoods in his
essay, “Cleveland and
Chicago: A Tale of Four
Cities.”

“I think Black people
obviously are aware of
(the current segregation),”
said Reynolds, 61, who
lived in Cleveland for
years before returning to
the Windy City. “I’m not
sure that everyone else is
— or maybe they just take
it for granted as the way
things are. And that’s one
of the pernicious things
about segregation and
racism is that it’s become
so ingrained that people
don’t question it.”

Reynolds said the Mid-
west isn’t often refer-
enced as a place where
“the Black experience”
happens. 

He hopes other Black
Midwesterners will find
validation in “Black in the
Middle,” and that others
will realize the region
includes populations be-
yond the white working
class.

“There is a shared expe-
rience of both struggle
and achievement and
joy,” he said. “There’s a
lot of stuff happening here
in the Midwest that res-
onates throughout the
country, and the experi-
ence of Black people is
part of that.”

BOOKS

New anthology
examines Black
life in Midwest 
BY ERICA THOMPSON
The Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch

EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND
Francesca Moody spent

August the way she always
does: in darkened rooms
in Edinburgh, watching
some of the best new
theater and comedy the
world has to offer.

All that was missing
were the hundreds of
thousands of other people
who usually do the same
in Scotland’s capital.

“It’s strange to be in a
city that you’re so used to
being saturated with cul-
ture and arts and people,”
Moody, a theater produc-
er, said backstage at the

city’s shuttered Traverse
Theatre.

Usually the venue is a
hub for performances at
the Edinburgh Fringe, the
vast performance festival
that helps turn the city
into a global creative hub
every summer – drawing
crowds, generating buzz
and filling the coffers of
hoteliers, pub-owners,
shopkeepers and tour
guides. 

Every summer except
this one. The Fringe, the
high-toned Edinburgh
International Festival, the
Edinburgh International
Book Festival, the Art
Festival and the city’s
bagpipe-swirling Military
Tattoo were all casualties

of the U.K.’s coronavirus
lockdown. Their cancella-
tion was a body blow to
Britain’s thriving creative
economy, and to Edin-
burgh’s booming tourism
sector. 

But there are glimmers
of light in artists’ and
organizers’ determination
that the festivals will re-
turn – even if it’s in a
smaller, more digital
form.

Moody knows all about
the power of the Fringe.
At the 2013 festival she
produced “Fleabag,” a
one-woman show by
Phoebe Waller-Bridge that
went on to become an
Emmy-winning TV series.
She is trying to keep the

festival’s chemistry alive
with the Shedinburgh
Fringe, a series of theater
and comedy shows per-
formed in sheds erected
on theater stages in Edin-
burgh and London and
beamed to ticket-buying
viewers around the world.

Moody, who watches
the shows live in an other-
wise empty theater, is
trying to see the upside of
this digital necessity.

“Prior to this, I think
that the arts community
was talking a lot about
how we make our work
digital,” she said. “This
has sort of galvanized that
exploration. Which in the
end, will be a good thing.
Because the great thing

about digital is that it
democratizes the work. It
makes it way more acces-
sible.”

The number of people
visiting central Edinburgh
in May and June was
down 90% from 2019.
And though shops, restau-
rants, pubs and museums
have begun welcoming
visitors again as lockdown
eases, there is still ample
space to stroll along the
Royal Mile, the cobbled
street that runs from crag-
gy Edinburgh Castle to
Holyrood Palace, Queen
Elizabeth II’s Edinburgh
home. Usually it is
crammed with tourists,
buskers and performers
during Fringe.

“It’s terrible. We’ve got
no guests,” said Luca
Vettori, owner of walking
tour company Little Fish.
“This time last year, we
were having about 150
people a day” – many of
them Americans from the
cruise ships that, pre-

pandemic, regularly
docked in Edinburgh. 

Edinburgh has been
synonymous with arts
festivals since 1947, when
the Edinburgh Interna-
tional Festival was found-
ed to revive the war-weary
city. The Fringe sprang up
as a democratic alterna-
tive to the invitation-only
main festival, and soon
came to dwarf it in size.
Last year more than 3.1
million tickets were sold
to almost 4,000 Fringe
shows during the three-
week event.

Anyone can perform at
the Fringe if they pay a
registration fee and find a
venue. Over the decades it
has helped launch the
careers of comedians
including members of
Monty Python, Stephen
Fry, Hugh Laurie and
Emma Thompson, and
spawned hit stage shows
including “Black Watch”
and “Jerry Springer: The
Opera.” 

Fringe chief executive
Shona McCarthy said the
decision to cancel for the
first time in 73 years was
“profoundly sad, because
you knew the ripple effect
it would have on so many
other people.”

“It’s not just for the
artists and the technicians
and what happens on
stages,” she said. “It’s the
small graphic design com-
panies, it’s the postering
companies, it’s the wee
cafes and restaurants. The
impact on this city is just
enormous.”

Artists and organizers
have been resourceful in
response. Some Fringe
performers have put their
shows online, and the
festival has held Zoom
gatherings to help retain
some of the event’s com-
mercial and creative buzz.
The International Festival
also broadcast some pro-
ductions online, and the
book festival ran live-
streamed talks by authors
from around the world.

McCarthy says such
digital offerings will play a
bigger role in the Fringe’s
future, though “nothing
but nothing will replace
the live experience of
Edinburgh in August.”

“It’s just not the same
sitting in your own house
with a laptop,” she said.

DAVID CHESKIN AP

A woman scans her smartphone outside the Fringe Shop on the Royal Mile in Edinburgh, Scotland, on Aug. 21. 

Artsy Edinburgh looks
ahead to the recovery
BY JILL LAWLESS
Associated Press
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Dear Mr. Wolff: My 
partner and I have been 
considering taking 
up Texas transfers in 
response to one-no-
trump openings. Is this 
a good idea?

— Everything’s Bigger, 
Manhattan, N.Y.

ANSWER: Many play 
that a red-suit (or four-
of-a-minor) response to 

either a one-no-trump 
or two no-trump open-
ing, or a natural overcall 
of either, is a transfer to 
a major. You often want 
to reach your contract as 
soon as possible while tak-
ing away the opponents’ 
bidding space. Only do 
this when you have no 
slam aspirations, or when 
you have a drive to slam 
(i.e., you are planning to 
bid Blackwood or show a 
void next), with at least six 
of your major.

Dear Mr. Wolff: Which 
card do you think it is 
right to lead from king-
nine-eight-low against 
no-trump contracts? We 
would usually lead the 
fourth-highest, but oth-
ers seem to prefer the 
nine.

— Capture the Flag, 
Palm Springs, Calif.

ANSWER: Sometimes 
the nine costs a trick, 
but it may also be the 
correct technical card 
to allow your side to 

continue the suit when 
dummy has A-10-x 
and declarer has Q-7-x. 
Leading fourth-highest 
instead would freeze 
the suit, even if partner 
worked out to play low 
from jack-third. Since 
the nine is rarely led 
from long suits in normal 
methods, it can be a use-
ful agreement to lead the 
nine from this holding.

Dear Mr. Wolff: You 
pick up SPADES K-J-7-

4, HEARTS A-Q-J-7-5, 
DIAMONDS A-9-5, 
CLUBS 10 and see 
partner open one 
spade. What would you 
bid?

— Jacoby Jaunt, 
Midland, Mich.

ANSWER: I would like 
to have a Jacoby two-
no-trump call available, 
game-forcing with at 
least four-card spade 
support. This hand has 
a bit too much playing 
strength for a splinter 

bid of four clubs, which 
should be reserved for 
slightly weaker hands. 
(In general, space-con-
suming calls should be 
well-defined.) I intend to 
follow up with a cue-bid 
at my second turn, but it 
might depend on what 
partner shows.

Dist. by Andrews McMeel for UFS

ACES ON BRIDGE 

By Bobby Wolff 

Each box gets a number depending
on the grid size (for a 6x6 puzzle, use
numbers 1-6). Do not repeat a
number in any row/column. Numbers
in each heavily outlined set of
squares (called cages) must combine
to produce the target number in the
top left corner using the mathematical
operation indicated. Single digits in
single cages should be written in first.
A number can be repeated within a
cage as long as it is not repeated in
the same row or column.

KENKEN

Solution to today’s  puzzle at left.

Each 3-by-3 box, each row and each
column must contain all of the
digits 1 to 9. For Sudoku
instructions and tips, go to
www.fblinks/sudoku.

SUDOKU

ACROSS
1 Willing to do
6 Is indebted to
10 One may have soft arms
14 Minor altercation
18 “SNL” producer Michaels
19 See 115-Down
20 Came up
22 Continental currency
23 Money doesn’t grow on them
24 Half a sextet
25 French word of gratitude
26 Advanced degs. for some 

painters
27 Sandwich with corned beef 

and sauerkraut
29 “My treat!”
31 Pranksters’ presents
33 Putting two and two together?
35 Demeter’s daughter
38 “We’re through!”
40 Apt rhyme of “crude”
41 Exchanged
44 Style for a research paper, 

often (Abbr.)
46 Naked
47 Half a Hawaiian fi sh
49 Lion group
50 “Summertime Sadness” singer
54 Like an upright crate
56 Digitize
57 Oklahoma city
58 You may clap after one at a jazz 

club
59 Word with “shish”
61 First-aid expert, briefl y
62 Given the current situation
64 Strict precision
67 Wheat type
69 Had a rest
71 Forty-___ (Gold Rush fi gure)
73 Shows the way
77 Married again
79 Gossip mag topic
81 Kind of acid in lemonade
82 Elected representative, slangily
85 Some Muslim mystics
87 Notion
89 Island in the Dutch Caribbean
90 Marital vows
92 Theorize
94 Parka place
96 Namely
98 Kitchen gadget brand
99 Prefi x with “morph” or “plasm”
100 There are typically 40 in a 

working wk.
101 “Am so!” comeback
103 Have an inclination
105 Roof tile
108 Aristocrat’s social asset
111 Certify, as a college
114 Like arteries and veins
116 Doorway curve
118 Raspy
119 Rights org.

120 Soiled
123 Bass and Chimay brews
125 Share a view
126 Fuss
127 Call to mind
128 Disappointing stocking fi nd
129 ___ “Milkman” Dead III (“Song 

of Solomon” protagonist)
130 Wrapper’s need
131 God whose name anagrams to 

that of a romantic fl ower
132 Countercurrent
133 Reconsiders, editorially

DOWN
1 Extremely, informally
2 Scrutinized, with “over”
3 “Oh, yeah? You’re just in 

denial!” and such?
4 In any way, shape or form
5 Puts back to the defaults
6 Choose
7 Fact-checker’s cause?
8 Activist Brockovich
9 Walk heavily
10 “Dancing With a Stranger” 

singer Smith
11 Mined resource
12 Bronze bust?
13 BMI rival

14 Many graduate courses
15 Breakfast in a clear liquid diet?
16 “I smell ___!”
17 Discard
21 Number that shares a key with *
28 Weeping mother of mythology
30 Slithery fi sh
32 Trail mix
34 Shapes with no corners
36 San ___, Italy
37 Posh
39 Catch with a rod
42 Dutch cheese
43 Bad impression?
44 Vow locale
45 Stop temporarily
48 Ready to bloom
51 John Jacob ___
52 Speakers’ platforms
53 Like some poses
55 Greek column style
60 Interment
63 Make certain, as a victory
65 Number that shares a key with !
66 Object at a shrine, perhaps
68 Parisian transit option
70 Crusoe creator
72 Makes over
74 Routed a Houston college?
75 Rome’s river

76 Improvises vocally
78 Panicky feeling that all your 

data is gone?
80 “This Hawaiian road is coming 

to an end!”?
82 Gyro holder
83 Reason to take out the trash
84 Berth that isn’t as high up?
86 Command to an attack dog
88 Upper house?
91 Undemanding job
93 Vocal quality
95 Shell that can function as a horn
97 Vegan protein
102 Squiggly diacritic
104 Genetic material
106 Brides’ partners, often
107 Accept with enthusiasm
109 Unsophisticated
110 Go over in art class
112 “This ___ a test”
113 Future twentysomethings
114 Great in extent
115 With 19-Across, role-play
117 Chunk of turf
121 Possible boxing outcome, 

briefl y
122 Word that may make you a 

fi ancee
124 Foxlike

CATCH A FALLING STAR
By David Alfred Bywaters, 
edited By David Steinberg

UNIVERSAL 
CROSSWORD

© Andrews McMeel Syndication9/13

Olivia Mitra Framke, of Jersey City, N.J., is an 
academic adviser at the New School’s College 
of Performing Arts in Manhattan. She describes 
herself as a fl utist, dog lover and “all-around 
gaming nerd” (video games, board games, role-
playing games, you name it). This is her seventh 
crossword for The Times, including her third 
Sunday. Like her previous Sunday puzzles, this 
one has a visual element. — W.S.

ACROSS
1 Selling point?
5 “____ Catch ’Em All” 

(Pokémon theme song)
10 Gastric malady
15 Word aptly found in 

“price control”
19 Nobel laureate Morrison
20 Longtime daily TV show about 

the rich and famous
21 Mandarin greeting
22 One-named singer with 

Grammys in 1985 and 2010
23 Protected, in a way
24 Mathematical fi eld that 

includes the 81-Across
26 Irritated mood
27 Custom-made, as a suit
29 Psychic energy fi elds
30 The Sims and others
32 Regal home
33 Remains here?
34 “Ciao!”
35 Magical resource in Magic: 

The Gathering 
36 Pianist’s pace
37 Sounds of disapproval
39 7/
40 Duds
44 Actress Susan of 

“The Partridge Family”
45 Soleus muscle locale
48 “... you get the idea”
50 Course for a non-Anglophone, 

for short
51 Keebler crew
53 Worker who might check all 

the boxes?
54 What may come after you
55 Invitation from a host
56 Scrap, slangily
58 Goddess of witchcraft
59 Hall of Fame QB Dawson
60 Split
62 AL East team ... or, using the 

shaded square, what a little 
movement by this puzzle’s 
subject might cause

63 Kerfuffl  e
64 “Pitch Perfect” a cappella 

group, with “the”
66 “Let’s do this!”
67 Bound for
69 Log
71 Prefi x with -sphere
72 “You got it!”
74 Goblinlike creatures
75 Practical joke
76 Anesthetic of old
77 Tick off 
78 Pop singer known for wearing 

face-covering wigs

79 When “Laverne and Shirley” 
ran for most of its run: Abbr.

80 Visionaries
81 Subject of this puzzle, as 

suggested visually by its 
central black squares

87 Sports fi gure
90 First name in the freezer aisle
91 Southeast Asian language
92 Flowed into
93 Table scraps
97 21st Greek letter
98 Famous literary nickname, 

with “The”
99 “Catch-22” pilot
100 Spanish title: Abbr.
102 Period
103 Computer data structure
105 Up
107 Ready to crash
109 & 113 End of the defi nition
117 Assessment: Abbr.
118 “Doe, ____ ...”
119 Exchanges words, say
120 Bit of cunning
121 Repeated word in a 

Doris Day song
122 They have pointy teeth
123 Ish
124 Words of clarifi cation when 

spelling
125 Math grouping seen in curly 

brackets
126 Tolkien race
127 Handles, as an account, 

in brief
128 Eight-bit gaming console, 

for short

DOWN
1 Wild guess
2 One of 42 on a Connect Four 

board
3 Start of a defi nition of the 

81-Across
4 Baker’s container
5 Creature that can lick its own eyes
6 Half of OHMS
7 After-dinner off ering
8 Like “Waiting for Godot”
9 Convinced
10 Blue
11 Dupes, in a way
12 Stand-up comic Margaret
13 Wyatt, Morgan and 

Virgil of the Wild West
14 Rolls-____
15 Some college assignments
16 Middle of the defi nition
17 Comics dog who walks on 

two feet
18 NBA team with 

black-and-white uniforms
25 “I’m listening ...”
28 Wild Asian equines
31 Break out
35 1957 Broadway hit starring 

Robert Preston, with “The”
38 Twitch.tv user
39 Rabbit in a red dress
41 Noted 1836 battle site
42 They’re parked at national parks
43 Mate for life?
45 Cereal that changes the color 

of the milk
46 Director DuVernay
47 Clear a path for

49 Bleeps
52 Toy on a grooved track
53 Help to settle
57 Another name for Cupid
58 The last of the Pillars of Islam
61 Seeing red?
65 Not on time for
68 Temporarily adopt, as a pet
70 Pot
73 Tulsa sch.
76 Canceling key
82 Timetable abbr.
83 Traditional Valentine’s Day gift
84 Croft of Tomb Raider
85 Tiny terriers
86 NYC summer hrs.
87 Black suit
88 Does really well
89 Going rate?
94 Return to a theme, 

as in a symphony
95 Vine support
96 Bring down
98 “Ciao!”
101 Response to a puppy video, 

maybe
104 Middle black key in a group of 

three, on a piano
105 Some laptops
106 Sci-fi  moon
108 John Wayne, by birth
110 Current fashion
111 Paradise
112 Tidy
114 On an airplane, it’s fi lled with 

nitrogen rather than air
115 Assumed part of some addresses
116 Those: Sp.

N.Y. TIMES
CROSSWORD

ALL AFLUTTER
By Olivia Mitra Framke
Edited by Will Shortz

KenKen® is a registered trademark of KenKen Puzzle LLC. (c)2019
KenKen Puzzle LLC. All rights reserved. Andrews McMeel
Syndication for UFS. www.kenken.com
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BEETLE BAILEY

SALLY FORTH

BABY BLUES

PICKLES

B.C.

HAGAR THE HORRIBLE

GET FUZZY

DILBERT

ZITS

PEARLS BEFORE SWINE

PREVIOUS 

SOLUTION

WORD SCRIMMAGE

PREVIOUS SOLUTION

Directions: Each row and each column must contain the numbers 1 through 6
without repeating. The numbers within the heavily outlined boxes, called cages,
must combine using the given operation (in any order) to produce the target
numbers in the top-left corners. Freebies: Fill in the single-box cages with the
number in the top-left corner.

KENKEN

KenKen® is a registered trademark of
KenKen Puzzle LLC. (c)2020 KenKen Puzzle
LLC. All rights reserved. Andrews McMeel
Syndication for UFS. www.kenken.com

ACROSS
 1 Swift
 6 Tennis great 

who wrote 
“A Hard Road 
to Glory”

10 Business 
magnate

14 Ship section 
with a pump

15 “The Simp-
sons” bar

16 Medal recipi-
ent, perhaps

17 Hog sound
18 Spoiled child
19 Expanse
20 Result of trem-

ors at the La 
Brea Tar Pits?

23 Regret
24 James of jazz
25 Gym surface
26 Behaved like 

a considerate 
library ghost?

31 Organ that 
sticks out

32 Vladivostok’s 
country: Abbr.

33 Chocolate 
syrup brand

36 “Did you 
expect 
another person 
to do this?”

39 Noble gas 
after argon

41 Golden Age 
film star Irene

42 It’s not worn on 
Casual Friday

43 CPR provider
44 Replace a 

lavatory in 
London?

49 Like a classic 
joke

51 Makers of 
food in wax

52 Honest 
politician’s 
nickname?

53 Healthy parts 
of an outback 
animal’s diet?

57 Sneaker brand
58 Food in wax
59 Blazing
62 Bills stored 

next to fives
63 Big name in 

shoes and 
handbags

64 Determined 
to do

65 Periphery
66 Almost at
67 General 

tendency

DOWN
 1 “Notorious” 

justice’s initials
 2 ___ quality 

index
 3 Favorable 

mention
 4 Turn one’s 

back on
 5 Frustrating 

road sign
 6 Both: Prefix
 7 Raspberry or 

lemon desserts
 8 Fireplace floor
 9 Place to live 

large?
10 Spiced 

Starbucks 
offering

11 He portrayed 

Tevye in 
“Fiddler on 
the Roof”

12 Climate 
Pledge ___ 
(Seattle 
venue)

13 Family-size 
entree

21 Turns sharply
22 Calico cousin
26 Racy
27 Island with a 

state capital
28 Improper 

behavior
29 Needing to be 

returned
30 Alley-___
34 Resort lake in 

Italy
35 Preposition 

following 
“latch”

37 U-turn from 
WSW

38 Not disturb
39 Model 

builder’s buy

40 Injured ath-
lete’s program, 
for short

42 Food with a 
crispy tortilla

45 “Wine-dark 
sea” of the 
“Odyssey”

46 Item in a 
metaphorical 
haystack

47 Efficient PR 
method

48 Stoner’s joint
49 Have the Sen-

ate floor, say
50 “’Tis better to 

have ___ and 
lost ...”

54 Place for a 
bouquet

55 Dia de San 
Valentin 
emotion

56 Construction 
spot

60 Hermione’s 
husband

61 Finale

ANSWER TO FRIDAY’S PUZZLE:

UNIVERSAL CROSSWORD

O2 by Jeffrey Wechsler | Edited by David Steinberg 9/12
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Directions: 1. Words 

must be of four or more 

letters. 2. Words that 

acquire four letters by 

the addition of “s,” such 

as “bats” are not allowed. 

3. Additional words made 

by adding a “d” or an “s” 

may not be used. For ex-

ample, if “bake” is used, 

“baked” is not allowed, 

but “bake” and “baking” 

are admissible. 4. Proper 

nouns, slang words, or 

vulgar or sexually explicit 

words are not allowed.

rail

rale

real

rebel

reel

rile

rill

earl

label

labeler

lair

leer

liable

liar

libel

liberal

libra

lira

lire

able

abler

aerie

alee

bail

bailer

bale

baler

ball

bare

bear

beer

belie

bell

belle

bier

bile

bill

biller

blare

blear

brail

braille

Today’s word: 
LEISURELY

(LEISURELY: LEE-
zher-lee: In an 

unhurried manner.)

Average mark 33 
words. Time limit 45 

minutes. 

Can you find 47 
or more words in 

LEISURELY?
The list will be 

published Monday.

Yesterday’s word: 
RELIABLE

©2020, Distributed by Andrews

McMeel for UFS

WORD GAME

1 entered without a ticket (7) ___________

2 business relations (8) ___________

3 pilot’s leather jacket type (6) ___________

4 placed obstacles in the way (7) ___________

5 work of an internet pundit (8) ___________

6 Canadian singer Lightfoot (6) ___________

7 changed position (7) ___________

Friday’s Answers: 1. MULTIPLYING  2. CLEARED  3. ELSEWHERE
4. MAKESHIFT  5. ACCUSERS  6. MISSING  7. SETTING

Find the 7 words to match the 7 clues. The numbers in parentheses 

represent the number of letters in each solution. Each letter 

combination can be used only once, but all letter combinations 

will be necessary to complete the puzzle. 

 OGG 

 BER 

 IN 

 FT 

 AL 

 ED 

 BL 

 GS 

 OC 

 ED 

 GOR 

 BL 

 CR 

 KED 

 SHI 

 DE 

 BOM 

 ING 

 ASH 

 DON 
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CLUES SOLUTIONS

9/12

JUMBLE

PREVIOUS 

SOLUTION

Directions: Complete the
grid so that every row,
column and 3x3 box
contains every digit from
1 to 9 inclusively.

SUDOKU

IF YOUR BIRTHDAY IS 
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12, 
2020: Greater opportunities 
will come your way if you adapt 
to the changes going on around 
you. 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): 
Know your worth, add your com-
ments and don’t back down. 
Don’t let emotions interfere with 
common sense. 2 stars 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): 
You’ll have decisions to make 
regarding work and home and 
how you balance your time. 
Protect against illness. 4 stars 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): 
Pay more attention to your fit-
ness and diet. Protect yourself 
from risky situations that can 
affect finances. 3 stars 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): 
Say less and do more. Your repu-
tation depends on your actions, 
not empty promises. Anger isn’t 
a solution. 3 stars 

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): 
Charm, intelligence, kindness 
and common sense will be your 
tickets to freedom. Put energy 
into what matters to you. 3 stars 

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22): 
Consider what someone asks 
you to do, and then determine 
the risks. Follow the path that 
maintains your rules. 4 stars 

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): 
Do your best to get along with 
others, but not at the expense of 
going into debt or putting your 
health at risk. 2 stars 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21): 
Don’t let a change someone 
makes upset you or lure you into 
heading down the same path. Do 
what’s best for you. 5 stars 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec. 
21): Spend more time taking care 
of your financial and physical 
well-being. Avoid joint ventures 
and risky situations. 3 stars 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan. 
19): You’ll change your mind 
regarding the lifestyle you desire 
and your current situation at 
home. 3 stars 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 
18): Channel your energy into 
clearing up unfinished business. 
Look at personal investments as 
a safety net. 3 stars 

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20): 
Look for alternative ways to 
socialize that will not jeopardize 
your health or financial well-
being. 5 stars 

HOROSCOPE

By Eugenia Last

This final example of third-
hand plays is a real oddball.

Against three no-trump, West 
attacks in dummy’s known short-
ness, tabling the spade two. East 
must play the eight, as he would 
if he were leading the suit, in 
order to beat the contract. To put 
up the 10 would make it impossi-
ble to skewer South’s other spade 
honor when East gets in with the 
diamond ace; the defense would 
only come to two tricks in each 
pointed suit. By contrast, follow-
ing with the spade eight at trick 
one allows East to push the 10 
through on the second round, 
keeping the lead to pick up three 
spade tricks. Very neat.

Should East find this play 
at single-dummy? I think so. 
Assuming West has four spades 
for his lead of the two, the spade 
eight only gives away a trick 
when South has king-queen-nine-
low, or ace-king-nine-low, and if 
either of those positions exists, 
things do not look good for the 
defense anyway. The diamonds 
are going to be set up quickly, and
East has only one entry, which 
will not serve to establish enough 
spade tricks to defeat the game. 
The extra spade trick gained by 
declarer is unlikely to matter 
when dummy has a long suit and 
outside strength.

The eight is the right card to 
play whenever partner has the 
nine, not only for technical rea-
sons, but also to clarify that you 
do not have the jack-10, thus pre-
venting partner from continuing 
the suit from king-nine-fourth.

By Bobby Wolff 

ACES ON BRIDGE

THE ARGYLE SWEATERFAMILY CIRCUS

THE BRILLIANT MIND OF EDISON LEE

JUMPSTART

BLONDIE

MOTHER GOOSE & GRIMM

RHYMES WITH ORANGE

BALDO

WALLACE THE BRAVE

SPEED BUMPRUBES

The comics
and puzzles on

the previous
page and this

one were
prepared for

publication on
Saturday and
ran online in
our eEdition.

They're
repeated here
as a courtesy
for our print
readers who
follow their

favorites
throughout
the week.
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SUNDAY EVENING

7:00 7:30 8:00 8:30 9:00 9:30 10:00 10:30 11:00 11:30

 13 7.1 KAIL
Friends 
(TVPG)

Friends 
(TVPG)

ThisMinute 
(N)

ThisMinute 
(N)

King of 
Queens

King of 
Queens

Paid Pro-
gram

ConVersa-
tion

ConVersa-
tion

Paid Pro-
gram

 191 7.2 KAIL
Larger Than Life (6) 
(PG, ‘96) ★★

Flash Gordon (PG, ‘80) ★ Sam Jones, 
Melody Anderson, Max von Sydow.

Three Amigos! (PG, ‘86) ★★ Chevy Chase, 
Steve Martin, Martin Short.

 8 18.1 KVPT
Yellow-
stone

Lucy Worsley’s Royal Palace 
Secrets (N) (TVPG)

Van der Valk on Masterpiece (Premiere) 
(HD) (N) (TVPG)

Mrs. Wilson on Mas-
terpiece

 396 18.3 KVPT
Legacy List With Matt 
Paxton (TVG)

To Dine 
For

Tastemak-
ers

Tastemak-
ers

Test 
Kitchen

Test 
Kitchen

Jazzy Milk Street Milk Street

 2 21.1 KFTV
Aquí y ahora (N) ¿Quién es la máscara? (HD) (N) Vecinos 

(N)
News (N) Noticiero 

(N)

 4 24.1 KSEE
NFL Football: Cowboys at Rams KSEE 24 

News
Bulldog Insider (TVG) Dateline NBC (HD) News at 

11 (N)
Paid Pro-
gram

 387 24.3 KSEE
Saints & Sinners (6) 
(TV14)

Addicted (R, ‘14) ★ Sharon Leal. A woman with a sex 
addiction pursues a dangerous secret life.

Brown Sugar (PG-13, ‘02) ★★ 
Taye Diggs, Sanaa Lathan.

 6 26.1 KMPH
Ring of Honor Wres-
tling (TV14)

The Masked Singer 
(N) (TVPG)

Fall Pre-
view

Family 
Guy

FOX26 Ten O’Clock 
News (N)

America 
This

America 
(N)

 390 26.2 KMPH
The Living Room Home 

Again
Home 
Again

60 Minute Makeover Sell This 
House!

Sell This 
House!

Find & 
Design

Find & 
Design

 3 30.1 KFSN
America’s Funniest 
Home Videos

Celebrity Family Feud 
(TV14)

Press Your Luck: 103 
(HD) (TVPG)

Match Game (HD) 
(TV14)

News (N) Wipeout 
(11:35)

 709 30.2 KFSN
&Life 
(TVG)

Localish 
Los

Retail 
Rescue

Localish 
Bay

Local-ish: 
Hou.

More in 
Common

Best Bra 
Ever!

Best Bra 
Ever!

&Life 
(TVG)

Celebrity 
Page

 77 39.1 KMSG
Especial drama real La Resolana Ángel del silencio (NR, ‘79) Rogelio Guerra, 

Rosenda Bernal.

 10 43.5 KGMC
Coach 
(TVPG)

Coach 
(TVPG)

Dear John Dear John Murphy 
Brown

Murphy 
Brown

It’s a Liv-
ing

It’s a Liv-
ing

Alice 
(TVPG)

Alice 
(TVPG)

 375 43.6 KGMC M*A*S*H M*A*S*H Columbo: Negative Reaction (TVG) Collector Honey. V. Dyke V. Dyke

 7 47.1 KGPE
60 Minutes (HD) (N) Big Brother (HD) (N) 

(TVPG)
Love Island: The OG guys move into a sec-
ond villa. (HD) (N) (TVPG)

News (N) Relief

   47.2 KGPE
The First 48 (TV14) Crime Stories (TVPG) The FBI Files (TVPG) Crime Watch Daily 

With Chris Hansen
Crime Watch Daily 
With Chris Hansen

 9 49.1 KNXT
(Off Air) (Off Air)

 11 51.1 KNSO
Exatlón Estados Unidos (N) (HD) (TVPG) The wall (HD) (TV14) Noticias T 

(N)
TYM Zona

 5 59.1 KFRE
Mike & 
Molly

Mike & 
Molly

Fridge Wars (HD) (N) 
(TVG)

Supernatural: The 
Gamblers (TV14)

2 Broke 
Girls

2 Broke 
Girls

Vitamin D ROH

 12 61.1 KTFF
Man of Steel (5) 
(‘13) ★★

Fútbol MLS (N) A Good Day to Die Hard (NR, ‘13) ★★ 
Bruce Willis, Jai Courtney. (HD)

 27 A&E Pacific Rim (5) The Magnificent Seven (‘16) ★★ Denzel Washington. Court Court 
 62 AMC The Goonies (6:30) (PG, ‘85) ★★★ The Walking Dead The Walking Dead The Goonies (‘85)
 57 ANPL Lone Star Law Lone Star Law (N) Lone Star Law (N) Lone Star Law Lone Star Law
 162 BBCA John Wick (6:31) (R, ‘14) ★★★ X-Men: The Last Stand (8:46) ★★ John Wick (11:15)
 43 BET Acrimony (5)R,  ★ Tyler Perry’s Madea’s Big Happy Family (PG-13, ‘11) ★★ Payne Payne
 63 BRAV Housewives Housewives Housewives (N) Watch Housewives Real
 31 CMDY The Longest Yard Grown Ups 2 (‘13) ★ Adam Sandler, Kevin James. Tommy Boy (‘95) ★★

 45 CMT League-Own Overboard (PG, ‘87) ★★ Goldie Hawn, Kurt Russell. A League of Their Own (‘92)
 20 CNN Race-Whte Hse (N) State of the Union Newsroom (N) Race-Whte Hse Newsroom (N)
 54 DISN Ratatouille (G, ‘07) ★★★, Ian Holm Coop Bunk’d Bunk’d Bunk’d Bunk’d Bunk’d
 56 DSC Alaskan Bush (N) Alaskan Bush (N) Expeditn-Edge (N) Naked and Afraid Naked and Afraid
 28 E! Back to the Future Part II (6) Back to the Future Part III (PG, ‘90) ★★★ Game Face
 32 ESPN MLB Baseball SportsCenter (N) SportsCenter SportsCenter (N) (Live) Football
 33 ESPN2 Formula 1 Racing World of X Games Games World of X Games MLB Baseball
 19 FNC Warriors: 9/11 (N) Life, Liberty Revolution Warriors: 9/11 Fox News Sunday
 59 FOOD Best Thing-Ate Best Thing-Ate Halloween Wars (N) (TVG) Beat Beat 
 51 FREE Dory Toy Story 3 (7:20) (G, ‘10) ★★★, Tim Allen Bolt (9:50) (‘08) ★★★, Miley Cyrus
 35 FS1 Mexico Primera Division Soccer RollerGames RollerGames College Football
 29 FX Spider-Man Jumanji: Welcome to the Jungle (‘17) ★★★ Jumanji: Welcome
 40 FXDEP Fútbol Mexicano Primera División (N) FOX Dep La Última Palabra Central Fox (N) Fox Gol
 401 FXX Burgers Burgers Let’s Be Cops (R, ‘14) ★★ Archer Archer U2, Paid
 41 GALA Vecinos (N) (TVPG) Vecinos (TVPG) Vecinos Vecinos Vecinos Vecinos Vecinos Vecinos
 36 GOLF PGA Champions PGA Tour Golf Safeway Open, Final Round. LPGA
 161 GSN Fam Fam Fam Fam Fam Fam Idiotest Idiotest Idiotest Idiotest
 47 HALL The Secret Ingredient (‘20) Erin Cahill. Hello, It’s Me (NR, ‘15) Kellie Martin. Golden Golden
 58 HGTV Property Brothers Renovation Inc (N) Jungle Mexico Carib Carib Selling Selling
 60 HIST Apocalypse Earth (TVPG) Apocalypse Earth (N) (TVPG) Apocalypse Earth
 217 ION NCIS: Los Angeles NCIS: Los Angeles Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D. Chicago P.D.
 49 LIFE Deranged Granny Sinfidelity (‘20) Jade Tailor, Aidan Bristow. Pool Boy Nightmare (10:03) (NR, ‘20)
 17 MSNBC Meet the Press MSNBC Spec. (N) Dateline Extra (N) Dateline (TVPG) Dateline (TVPG)
 44 MTV Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic. Ridic.
 37 NBCSBA World Poker World Poker 49ers Postgame 49ers Postgame 49ers Postgame
 34 NBCSCA Ninja Warrior MLB Baseball: Athletics at Rangers A’s Post A’s Post MLB Baseball
 38 NBCSP Tour de France Ninja Warrior 2020 Tour de France Stage 15.
 53 NICK Madagascar 2 Alvin and the Chipmunks (‘07) ★★ Friends Friends Friends Friends
 48 OXY The Backyard Snapped (TVPG) Snapped (TVPG) Snapped (TVPG) Snapped (TVPG)
 39 PARMT Bar Rescue Bar Rescue Bar Rescue Bar Rescue (N) Bar Rescue
 64 SYFY San Andreas (6:30) (PG-13, ‘15) ★★ Death Wish (‘18) ★ Bruce Willis, Vincent D’Onofrio. G.I. Joe
 230 TBN Metaxas Creflo Praise (TVG) Praise (TVG) Green Behind Jordan Rubin
 24 TBS Avengers: Infinity War (‘18) ★★★ Robert Downey Jr.. Avengers: Infinity War (10:15) ★★★

 501 TCM Bright Road (NR, ‘53) ★★ Sun Valley Serenade ★★★ The Ace of Hearts (10:15) River
 55 TLC 90 Day Fiancé 90 Day Fiancé: Happily Ever After? (N) Darcey-Stacey (N) 90 Day Fiancé (N)
 25 TNT Kong: Skull Island (6:30) (‘17) ★★★ The Legend of Tarzan (‘16) ★★, Christoph Waltz Kong
 52 TOON Bare Gumball Home Burgers Amer. Amer. Amer. Rick Fam Guy Fam Guy
 61 TRAV Osbournes (N) Osbournes- Bel. Paranormal Ca. Paranormal Ca. Osbournes- Bel.
 30 TVL Two Two Two Two Two Two Two Two Two Two 
 26 USA Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Law & Order: SVU Mod Mod 
 46 VH-1 Think Like Too Love & Basketball (‘00) ★★★ Sanaa Lathan, Omar Epps. Brown Sugar ★★

 23 WGN-A Last Last News (N Same-day News (N Same-day News (N Same-day NewsNation

MOVIES

Today’s daily KenKen puzzle answer is above
left; today’s bonus puzzle answer is above right.

KENKENUNIVERSALN.Y. TIMES

ARIES (March 21-April 19):
Spend time with someone you
love. Make unique plans that
encourage a relationship that
means a lot to you to enjoy
positive growth. Don’t let anger
or discord emerge when your
life’s quality is dependent on
peace. Romance is favored.
EEEEE

TAURUS (April 20-May 20):
Keep an open mind when deal-
ing with emotional and domes-
tic matters. Listen and consider
suggestions. EE

GEMINI (May 21-June 20):
Aim to get things done on time
with the least amount of fric-
tion. If an argument erupts with
someone close to you, it will
ruin your plans. Allowing others
the right to have an opinion will
ensure you receive the same
treatment in return. EEEE

CANCER (June 21-July 22):
Partnerships will stress you out
and test your patience. Take a
step back and do your own
thing. EEE

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22): Don’t
buy into something that doesn’t
make sense. Use your charm and

intellect to navigate your way
through any situation that might
compromise you physically,
financially or emotionally. Set
goals, and do your own thing.
EEE

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22):
Keep your money in your pock-
et. Focus on offering reasonable
help, not making a donation.
Take pride in what you do, and
don’t shy away from doing your
own thing. Personal growth and
positive lifestyle changes are
favored. EEEE

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22): A
rational response is the best way
to handle an emotional sit-
uation. Sit back, relax, offer
legitimate suggestions and
focus on the changes that will
make you happy. Back away
from temptation or people who
are a terrible influence. EE

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21):
Take the lead. Find solutions
that accommodate family and
friends, and set your plans in
motion. An innovative approach
to something you want to do
will bring about positive
change. EEEEE

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21): Stay in your comfort zone.

Take precautions when it comes
to money as well as your health.
Live within your means, and
abide by the rules. You will set
an example for those feeling
pressured or uncertain or are
having trouble fighting tempta-
tion. EEEEE

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19): Emotions will rise to the
surface due to the changes you
want to make being not widely
accepted by those close to you.
Rethink your objective and
motive, and you’ll find a way to
get what you want and please
loved ones. EEE

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18):
Make meaningful relationships
priorities. Spend time with
people who are mentally stim-
ulating and undeniably fun and
thought-provoking. A mental
challenge will lead to new ideas
and solutions to pending prob-
lems. EEE

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20):
What you do to help others will
be applauded and bring about
positive change, but don’t let
your desire to be a savior put
you in harm’s way. Abide by the
recommendations put forth by
experts. EEE

— EUGENIA LAST

HOROSCOPE
Dear Amy: During the

pandemic, I started ex-
ploring my genealogy and
recently found out that I
have a half-sister, “Barb.”
We have the same father.

Barb was put up for
adoption as an infant. Our
father passed away with-
out divulging her exist-
ence.

Barb and I have been in
touch and are sharing
things about our lives.

I recently discovered
letters written by Barb’s
biological mother to our
father during her preg-
nancy. Most of the letters
are very loving, and detail
what seems like a caring
relationship between two
very young people who
were teenagers and im-
poverished students who
were not ready to raise a
child. I have shared some
information in the letters,
and would like to share
more, however the letters
are not all good. Adoption

was not the first plan for
this pregnancy, if you get
what I mean.

Should I give the letters
to Barb? Should I weed out
the unsavory ones? Should
I just give her a couple of
letters that detail the love
her biological mother had
for her new baby and the
love these two people had
for each other?

Barb has had a very
stable, loving upbringing
with her adoptive parents
and told me that she nev-
er felt like she was mis-
sing anything by not
knowing her biological
parents. Now that she is
taking this journey, I
thought she might want to
have these letters, but I
don’t want to cause her
any harm, either to her or
to our budding relation-
ship.

Your advice? – Half-
Sister

Dear Half-Sister:
I often advocate for

liberating people from
family secrets. Your sit-

uation does not qualify as
a family secret (you’ve
already uncovered and
disclosed the truth, and
have connected with your
sibling), but this falls into
the: “What good would be
served?” category.

Sharing a private letter
from many decades ago
where two very young
people discussed the pros-
pect of ending a preg-
nancy seems pointless.
“Barb” might have al-
ready assumed that termi-
nating the pregnancy was
considered before her
biological parents decided
on adoption.

I don’t quite know what
you consider “unsavory,”
but I don’t think you
should share anything
unsavory, unless the in-
formation disclosed would
have an impact on Barb’s
physical health.

You can contact Amy
Dickinson via email:
askamy@amydickinson.
com. 

ASK AMY

Dear Carolyn: My hus-
band and I have been
working from home/
home-schooling/limiting
outside contact since
March. In addition to
working, we are juggling
three kids and a dog. I’m
really tired of being
around him. Every day.
All day. He’s not doing
anything wrong. He’s just
here. All the time. With
me. How do I get back
that feeling of being excit-
ed to see him when I see
him or hear him or sense
him every moment of
every day?

-- There He Is Again
There He Is Again:

Find ways to shake things
up without rattling foun-
dations. Relax old rules,
create bizarre new ones,
change menus, make art,
upend routines -- together
or separately. Give each
other complete mornings/
afternoons/days off care-
giving duty, alternating
fairly. Brainstorm new
remote-work sites awayy-
yy from each other. Adopt
a cause, dog, cat, highway.
He’s a fixture, so redec-
orate around him.

Just be transparent that
he hasn’t done anything
wrong: “I’m sorry I’m not
myself lately, I’m just
over-everythinged and
need time in my shell.” 

Also mind your mental
health. Catch up with
friends -- seek novelty
there, going deep into
your address book -- or

adopt a yoga/meditation
practice, or other exercise,
or try therapy, or [blank]. 

Dear Carolyn: My
parents definitely need to
move. My sister is an
empty-nester and could
help. Instead, my brother-
in-law is taking an over-
seas placement for two
years (on hold now). I
have asked my sister to
delay her move six
months or so to get my
parents moved and their
house cleaned out and
sold. Then she can join
her husband. 

My mother is on board
with this plan. But my
sister is a firm no. She
definitely has time. Her
work can be done from
anywhere. 

I have small kids and an
executive job, and abso-
lutely do not have time to
take this on. My sister
needs to step up here and I
am so frustrated she will
not. Typically she will do
what we need but not this
time. Her husband could
easily make do without her.

So this is just about her
wanting to be with him
overseas, not needing to.
Whereas my parents need
her. How do I convince my
sister to do the right thing?
-- Do Not Have Time

Do Not Have Time:
Obviously it’s a huge ask
for you to “take this on”
yourself. But, for your
sister to live apart from
her husband for six
months! while she works
full time from the home
she’s packing up and sell-
ing? is a huge ask, too. 

So stop being so cavalier

about what “right thing”
someone else is “avail-
able” to “definitely” “eas-
ily” do for you.

And stop asking as if it’s
her responsibility to make
sacrifices based on your
math. Again, so cavalier.

And stop asking as if
her past offer has any-
thing to do with present
circumstances.

Instead, please see this:
After her “no,” every
reason you conjure that
she “needs to step up”
serves zero purpose ex-
cept to stoke your anger at
her. 

A rift between their
children might be the one
thing more stressful for
your parents than moving.

So, again -- stop. Stop
pushing Plan A as if your
sister’s the only option
you’ve got, because you
don’t have it.

Also stop treating Plan
B -- doing it yourself -- as
if that’s your only alterna-
tive, since it’s not a real-
istic one.

Instead, have a full-
family conference of
equals -- not just you and
Mom versus sister -- to-
ward Plan C, where you
hire out everything but a
short, agreed-upon list of
the most intimate, in-
person tasks. Holding the
family together is more
important than the way
you break down the
house.

Email Carolyn at
tellme@washpost.com or
chat with her online at
noon each Friday at
www.washingtonpost.com.

CAROLYN
HAX

Q: Q:Many people believe
that what the country has
gone through in recent
months is the beginning of
Armageddon. I find myself
longing for Heaven be-
cause the Bible promises
that those who follow
Christ have this hope.
People tell me I am just
looking for an escape.
How can I convince them
that Heaven is more than
an escape from this life? –
H.H.

A: A:Life can be confusing
and disappointing. Each
generation has watched as
great evils seem to win the
day, asking God, “Why did
You let this happen? It

doesn’t make any sense.”
But someday all our doubts
and questions will be resolv-
ed, and we will understand.
As part of this we will be
able to look back over our
lives and rejoice in God’s
goodness and grace to us
fulfilled by His promises.

Heaven will indeed be
joyous because all our
burdens will be lifted –
never to return. One of the
Bible’s most comforting
pictures of Heaven is that
it will be a place of rest
(Revelation 14:13).

The Bible tells us a final
truth about Heaven’s joy
will be expressed itself in
worshipping our Creator
and Lord. We will see our
Savior face-to-face.

It’s interesting that
many people are looking

for Armageddon yet deny
the Christ who prophesied
these things and the One
who will bring them about,
while His desire is that all
people come to know Him
as Lord.

The greatest thing we
can do in this life is to
proclaim the truth of Jesus
Christ to those who have
not yet come to know Him.
This is our great commis-
sion. “Go therefore and
make disciples of all the
nations … teaching them to
observe all things that I
have commanded … and
lo, I am with you always,
even to the end of the age”
(Matthew 28:19-20).

This column is based on the
words and writings of the
late Rev. Billy Graham.

BILLY
GRAHAM
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