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A LIFELINE LEVELED
NORTH COMPLEX WEST ZONE FIRES

Berry Creek store impacted not only a family, but an entire community

»
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Crowd
mourns
Ginsburg
with vigil
By Carin Dorghalli
cdorghalli@chicoer.com

DYLAN BOUSCHER — EAST BAY TIMES

Enterprise-Record photographer Carin Dorghalli mourns the loss of her immigrant father’s store, Village Market on Saturday, Sept. 12 in
Berry Creek. It was the only store in town.

I called with trepidation, knowing the news I had to break
could leave my father with tears streaming down his face.
The Bear Fire had just begun its ravage of
mountain communities. As a photojournalist
for the Chico Enterprise-Record, I drove toward
Berry Creek, but stopped short of the flames.
Fear kept me from inching forward. I captured
Carin
Dorghalli
the apocalyptic sky, then hurriedly escaped.
I wish. But seeing my dad’s
hard work mutated to little more than smouldering rubble broke me. I paced
back and forth, breathing
too deeply the toxic smoke. I
could no longer tell whether
my tears were caused by
flecks of ash or my grief.
All that stood of the small
market was the gate. Its black
bars were silhouetted against
a red haze emanating from
the center of the property. Behind the gate laid distorted
counters, shelves and freezers. The roof that once held
snow in the winter was indistinguishable from the walls.
With that store, my dad
supported not only his family,
but an entire town. I didn’t
know that. My family lives
in Chico. I only visited Berry
Creek twice a year or so. Each
memory I have there, I’m
fond of. We’d spend the whole
day in the forested community. The people were kind.

My restlessness kept me up
that night. The blaze was still
raging. The story was unfinished. At 3 a.m. I drove back.
This time, with a fellow journalist.
I knew what I would see
down Bald Rock Road, but
the foreknowledge didn’t prepare my emotions for the site.
Embers floated like snowfall around me. The road
was laden with fallen trees
and power lines. Explosions
throbbed in all directions.
Mitch Dorghalli, my dad,
immigrated to the U.S. from
Syria to build a better life for
himself and his future family.
He worked in various stores,
saving as much as he could.
In 1993, he purchased Jerry’s
Market in Oroville. In 2006,
he purchased Village Market
in Berry Creek. It’s the only
store in the entire town. Or
was.
The sight dizzied me. I’m
no stranger to disasters. I’ve
covered more wildfires than

MARKET » PAGE 10

From behind her glasses, she
saw more than the physical world.
She saw potential. Supreme Court
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
fought for gender equality. She
breathed one last time on Friday.
Her passing inspired a candlelight vigil in her honor.
About 150 people gathered in
the City Plaza to mourn her death
and celebrate her life on Saturday
evening. The event was hosted by
Women on Reproductive Defense.
The Notorious RBG elicited spirits ready to demand equality.
“She was a trailblazer for
women,” Sandra Scholten, event
host said. “I know that people are
feeling overwhelmed by all of this
and feeling defeated. We’re going
to ask you to be like Ruth and dig
deep in honor of her fight.”
Ginsburg attended Cornell,
Harvard and Colombia. The female law student found herself
as a minority everywhere she
went. In her college years, she
met a man who cared more for
her brain than her appearance,
Martin Gibsburg. They wed. He,
too, studied the law.
Being a woman was an impediment to her in finding a position
at a law firm. Once she gained
her bearings in the profession,
VIGIL » PAGE 7
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CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Mitch Dorghalli is weary on Sept. 18 in Chico. His store, Village
Market, burned to the ground. It was the only store in Berry
Creek.

Evacuation
warning lifted
for area near
Lake Oroville
Spot fire near Forbestown
Reservoir increases
By Justin Couchot
jcouchot@chicoer.com

The North Complex
West Zone fires have not been
active along many areas, including the northeast, and has held
within much of its western line.
There is no anticipated growth
near Lake Oroville.
However, firefighters are being
challenged to the southeast of the
fire east of Forbestown Reservoir
as the fire continues to push west,
said Cal Fire Deputy Operations
Section Chief Ron Bravo during a
press conference Saturday night
at the Silver Dollar Fairgrounds
in Chico.

OROVILLE >>

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Village Market, the only store in Berry Creek was reduced to little
more than rubble on Sept. 12 in Berry Creek.
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TODAY IN HISTORY

1873

Panic swept the floor
of the New York Stock
Exchange in the wake of
railroad bond defaults
and bank failures.

1881

Chester A. Arthur was
sworn in as the 21st
president of the United
States, succeeding the
assassinated James A.
Garfield.

1995

In a move that stunned
Wall Street, AT&T Corporation announced it
was splitting into three
companies.

2001

During an address to a
joint session of Congress, President George
W. Bush announced a
new Cabinet-level office
to fortify homeland
security and named
Pennsylvania Governor
Tom Ridge its director.

2015

Pope Francis met with
Fidel Castro after urging
tens of thousands of
Cubans to serve one
another and not an
ideology during a Mass
in Havana’s Plaza of the
Revolution.

2017

Hurricane Maria, the
strongest hurricane to
hit Puerto Rico in more
than 80 years, struck
the island, wiping out as
much as 75 percent of
the power distribution
lines and causing an
island-wide blackout.

Birthdays
Actor Sophia Loren
is 86. Rock musician
Chuck Panozzo is 72.
TV news correspondent
Deborah Roberts is
60. Rock musician Ben
Shepherd is 52. Actor
Jon Bernthal is 44.
Singer The-Dream is 43.

Star report
Emmy award
show will include
$2.8M donation
Every Emmy Award
handed out Sunday will
come with something
extra — a $100,000
donation to fight child
hunger. The Television
Academy announced
that each network and
streaming service competing on the telecast
has pledged the donation for every Emmy
they win. With 23
Emmys being handed
out and the academy
committing $500,000,
that will mean a donation of $2.8 million to
No Kid Hungry, a group
working to relieve
child hunger brought
on by the coronavirus
crisis. The 72nd Emmy
Awards air tonight at 5
p.m. on ABC.
— The Associated Press

LOTTERY
WINNING NUMBERS

Daily 3 Afternoon:
4, 2, 9
Daily 3 Evening:
3, 6, 5
Daily 4: 5, 6, 7, 4
Fantasy 5:
2, 6, 10, 24, 25
Daily Derby
1st: 9, Winning Spirit
2nd: 6, Whirl Win
3rd: 12, Lucky Charms
Race Time: 1:41.65
SUPER LOTTO PLUS

Saturday’s drawing:
4, 5, 13, 22, 23
Mega Number: 24
Wednesday’s estimated
jackpot: $11 million
MEGA MILLIONS

Friday’s drawing:
26, 29, 41, 52, 64
Mega Number: 11
Tuesday’s estimated
jackpot: $22 million
POWERBALL

Saturday’s drawing:
11, 14, 23, 47, 57
Mega Number: 14
Saturday’s estimated
jackpot: $20 million

TEMBLOR

Magnitude 4.5 earthquake
rattles Southern California
The Associated Press

A magnitude 4.6 earthquake
struck Southern California late Friday night, according to the U.S. Geological Survey.
The earthquake hit
around 11:40 p.m., about 2
miles outside of South El
Monte, near Los Angeles,
the agency reported. Pre-

SOUTH EL MONTE >>

liminary reports indicate
it was about 11 miles deep.
There were no immediate reports of damage.
The epicenter of Friday
night’s earthquake was
close to the location of the
Whittier Narrows earthquake in 1987, which was a
magnitude 5.9, seismologist
Lucy Jones tweeted. The
Whittier Narrows earthquake killed eight people.
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BUTTE COUNTY

FAQs and resources for COVID-19
Staff reports

The outbreak of COVID-19 has rapidly changed
everyday life in Butte
County. It is a quick-moving situation in which it is
important to stay informed.
This is a list of basic information and resources. It
will be updated.
Last update: 5:15 p.m.
Friday

By the numbers
(through Friday)
Butte County: 2,688 confirmed cases (increase of 14
from Thursday) with 2,532
recoveries, 13 hospitalized, 35
deaths (increase of two from
Thursday). 45,932 total tests.
Glenn County: 550 confirmed cases (increase of
two from Thursday) with
525 recoveries, one hospitalized, three deaths. 4,590
total tests.
Tehama County: 483 confirmed cases (increase of
one from Thursday) with
459 recoveries, one hospitalized, four deaths. 10,481
total tests.

What’s open and
what’s closed?
Gov. Gavin Newsom issued a new tiered system to
determine restrictions that
went into effect Aug. 31.
Butte and Glenn counties
are classified in the “purple”
or widespread tier. Under
the purple tier, restaurants
and gyms may only operate outdoors, however, barbershops, salons and malls
may open for inside operations with modifications.
Bars, concert venues, distilleries and tattoo parlors
must stay closed. Tehama
County moved to the “red”
tier Tuesday, meaning restaurants, places of worship,
shopping centers, retail businesses, gyms and fitness centers and movie theaters are
able to reopen for indoor operations with modifications.
For a complete list to
see what is open in which
county visit https://covid19.
ca.gov/safer-economy/.
Newsom issued an order
June 18 requiring all Californians to wear face coverings or masks in most public settings, including while
shopping and seeking medical care.
More information, including guidance for each

The Butte County Public
Health dashboard displays
the results of viral tests that
look for an active infection.
That includes tests done by
hospitals, medical practices
and the testing center at the
Silver Dollar Fairgrounds. It
does not include antibody
tests.
Butte County Public
Health’s website is www.
but t e c ou nt y.ne t/publ ichealth. There are also regular video updates posted
on the Department’s Facebook page. The Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention website is www.
cdc.org. The California Department of Public Health’s
website is www.cdph.ca.gov.
More demographic and
location data about the
cases is in an online dashboard at tinyurl.com/ButteCOVIDDashboard.

How do I get tested?
To set up an appointment
to get tested by OptumServe at the Silver Dollar
Fairgrounds, visit https://
lhi.care/covidtesting or call
1-888-634-1123. No payment
is necessary; your insurance will be billed or, if you
have no insurance, the cost
is picked up by the state.
In addition to the Silver
Dollar Fairgrounds, Glenn
County opened an OptumServe site at Orland Memorial Hall, located at 320
Third St., on July 21.
All are eligible for testing, with higher-risk populations given priority for
appointments. Read more
about eligibility online.
Coronavirus testing also
available at Immediate Care
in Chico, 376 Vallombrosa
Ave., 891-1676; and also at
all Ampla locations. The
number in Chico is 3424395 and the number in
Oroville is 534-7500.

For more questions:
Butte County has a COVID-19 information help

How do I get help?
For groceries and other
essentials:
See the North State
Food Bank’s schedule of
food giveaways at points
throughout the region on
its website at buttecaa.com.
Volunteers from the Democratic Socialists of America Chico and the North Valley Mutual Aid are taking
requests to fetch and deliver groceries and other essentials for those who are
staying at home. Call or text
645-2028.
Butte County Department of Employment and
Social Services launched a
Delivery Task Force for individuals who have been
told by a medical professional to isolate or quarantine. The initiative can deliver basic necessities, such
as groceries and prescriptions. Call 2-1-1 or 552-3050.
The Boys and Girls Club
of North Valley is providing
evening curbside pick-up of
meals for children in Chico,
Magalia and Hamilton City.
More information is available on their Facebook page.
The Butte Humane Society is delivering food
for pets from its Pet Food
Pantry throughout Butte
County. People can call
530.966.2902 to set up a delivery appointment. Donations are accepted at 2580
Fair Street in Chico.
For unemployment:
The California Employ-

ment Development Department is taking claims. The
best way to apply for benefits is to sign up online at
the state Employment Development website.
Local help with benefits
or jobs available through
Alliance for Workforce Development’s website www.
afwd.org or 961-5125. The
website has a live chat feature active during business
hours.
The Chico Chamber of
Commerce maintains a list
of employment-related resources.
The city of Chico is helping small businesses connect
with emergency financial aid
and planning at 896-7299.
For mental health needs:
The Northern Valley
Talk Line now provides
non-crisis peer to peer
telephone service to the
community 7 days a week
from 11:30 a.m. to 9:30
p.m. The toll free number
is 855-582-5554. Northern
Valley Talk Line works in
partnership with Butte
County Depar tment of
Behavioral Health as well
as Tehama County Health
Service Agency.
Alcoholics Anonymous
Fellowship of Butte, Glenn
and Southern Tehama
Counties is holding meetings on Zoom temporarily.
Visit http://aabutte-glenn.
org/ or call 530-342-5756
for more information.

How do I help?
United Way of Northern
California has established
a fund to help local groups
help people struggling. Donate at www.norcalunitedway.org or text CORONANORCAL to 91999.
The North Valley Community Foundation has established a fund to respond
to COVID-19, and has already started distributing
grants. Donate at www.nvcf.
org. There are also funds
set up at the foundation for
small local businesses.
The North Valley Food
Bank is taking donations
and volunteers. Visit www.
buttecaa.org or call 7122600, Option 3.
The pandemic is affecting blood supply. Consider donating if you are
not sick. Call 893-5433 to
check hours and set up an
appointment at Chico’s Vitalant center at 555 Rio
Lindo Ave.

Helpful information for fire victims, others
Staff reports

Here’s a roundup of information to help with fire recovery and more.
Mail pick up locations
were changed Wednesday

www.ChicoER.com

by the U.S. Post Office for
residents of fire-impacted
areas.
Berry Creek residents
can pick up their mail at the
Ophir Post Office, 2359 Myers St. in Oroville. Mail pick
up hours are 8:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. Monday through

Friday.
Feather Falls residents
should go to the Oroville
Post Office, 1735 Robinson St. Office hours are
8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday
through Friday and 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday.
Residents of Forbestown
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What we know and
what we don’t know
about confirmed cases

line at 530-552-3050, available 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday.
The city of Chico has
an information website at
http://www.chico.ca.us/covid/.
Residents in Butte,
Glenn, Shasta and Tehama
counties can dial 2-1-1 anytime to get information on
the crisis and get connected
to resources as they become available. Residents in
those counties, along with
Lassen, Siskiyou and Trinity, can also receive information by texting CORONAVIRUS to 211-211.
Enloe Medical Center has
launched a hotline for COVID-19 questions at 3329540 to provide information about staying safe and
seeking medical attention.
Choosing option 2 connects
people with nurses or emergency physicians in their EnloeAnywhere department.

NORTH COMPLEX WEST ZONE

Mail

News+Features: Dan Reidel..................news@chicoer.com, 896.7761
Sports Desk ........................................sports@chicoer.com, 896.7779

sector, can be found at
http://www.buttecounty.
net/publichealth/buttereopens.
See an online list at bit.ly/
ButteEarlyShops of which
grocery stores in the Chico
area have set aside hours for
senior and at-risk shoppers.
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2396 Esplanade

1695 Mangrove Ave.

530.343.3968

530.895.1195

www.kalicokitchenchico.com

www.cozydinerchico.com

7AM-7PM

Health & Safety

6AM-2PM

PROMISE

From Our Family to Yours.
1)

We are social distancing by seating customers
in every other booth.
2)
Hand sanitizer is placed in the front entrance,
waitress and cook station.
3)
Employees are required to wear a mask
and gloves.
4)
Paper menus are used once.
5)
We sanitize the table and booth after each use.
6)
Each week the restaurant is sanitized with
industrial Lysol.
7)
UV Light - Used to kill all viruses and bacteria
on register, adding machines and precheck machine.
8)
Doors, handles and counters are
disinfected regularly.
9)
Plexiglass guard at the register.
10) New dividers between the booths.
11) We check our employees temperature every day.

and Clipper Mills can go to
the Rackerby Post Office,
7417 LaPorte Road. Mail
pick up hours are 8 a.m. to
4 p.m. to Monday through
Friday and 8 a.m. to noon
on Saturday.
Challenge and Strawberr y Valley residents
should go to Brownsville
Post Office, 8975 Frenchtown Ext. Hours are 8 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Monday through
Friday.
Customers must provide
identification to get their
mail.

Evacuation changes
The Butte County Sheriff’s Office has opened a call
center for residents without
internet access to call and
ask questions about evacuation notices.
The call center members
can also look up damage
assessment maps for those
without access. Member of
the Community Emergency
Response Team will be answering calls.
The number is 530-5523010, and calls will be taken
from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. daily.
The Butte County Sheriff’s home page buttecounty.
net/sheriffcoroner/ shows a
map is available of the current evacuation warnings
and orders with the ability to type in an address
to see the latest information. Fire information and
evacuation notices are also
posted on the sheriff’s Facebook page www.facebook.
com/bcsonews and Butte
County website www.buttecounty.net
The Berry Creek Community Association has established a new website to help
victims of the Bear Fire.
According to association
president William Cotter,
the site includes links to
various agencies that are
FIRE INFO » PAGE 7
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Rotary accepting names, donations
for Chico High Veteran’s Ring of Honor

Violence Suppression
Unit formed to combat
uptick in violent crimes

Project scheduled to be unveiled Veterans Day and will honor past and future military vets

By Will Denner
wdenner@chicoer.com

By Justin Couchot
jcouchot@chicoer.com

When students
come back to Chico High
School and fans return to
Panther Stadium, a new
monument honoring Chico
High School alumni who
served in the United States
military will be just outside the gates of the football field.
On Wednesday, Nov. 11,
Veteran’s Day, the Chico
High Veteran’s Ring of
Honor will be unveiled just
outside of Panther Stadium.
The names of Chico High
veterans will be inscribed
on the wall, and the listings are free. However, the
Chico Noon Rotary club
still needs help.
Project manager and coordinator Tim O’Connell is
trying to spread the word to
find as many veterans who
are Chico High alumni as
possible.
The walls of the memorial will be surrounded
by bricks honoring veterans. Bricks 4×8 inches
are available for purchase
for $125 for Chico High
alumni and are customizable. There will be different levels in different areas of the monument and
are available for purchase.
The money from these will
go towards paying for the
monument.
Named the “Ring of
Honor,” bricks located in
the center ring are reserved
for those who went to Chico
High School. However, the
school is not limiting the
monument to Chico High
graduates.
“If you’d like to honor
any veteran — your relative,
friend — please buy them a
brick and we will memorialize them and they will go
on a break in between the
walls,” O’Connell said. “It is
a Chico High Veterans Ring
of Honor but its actually a
veterans ring of honor honoring all veterans.”
Though the cutoff date is
Oct. 25 for the Veteran’s Day
unveiling, names will continually be added throughout the years.
In order to register to
have one’s name on the
Chico High Veteran’s Ring
of Honor, alumni can enter their information at:
https://www.chicoveterans.
org/register/register-chicohigh/.
A similar project was finished three years ago sponsored by the Chico Noon
Rotary Club at Pleasant Valley High School, called the

Citing an increase
in violent crimes, among
others, during the COVID-19 pandemic, the
Chico Police Department
has created a new unit to
address the upward trend.
Referred to as the Violence Suppression Unit,
the transition was announced and took effect
on Thursday, said Chico
Police Chief Matt Madden
in a press release.
The VSU will be a “hybrid” unit of sorts, responsible for on-scene and follow-up investigations as
well as “proactive enforcement” of crimes, which
will include patrols, traffic stops, as well as probation and parole checks,
according to Chico Police
Sgt. Omar Peña.
The Chico Police Department hasn’t identified
one particular cause of the
trend during the past six
months, though Peña said
the rise in shootings and
assaults be attributed to
the pandemic itself, specifically, the lost job opportunities, anxiety and
angst people are experiencing. Peña also said
that, due to the pandemic,
the California State Prison
system has released an increasing number of inmates into the population
by parole and the Post Release Community Supervision program.
“I’m not sure if we can
attribute to that, (or) if we
can attribute it exclusively
to the pandemic,” Peña
said. “The fact remains, at
least anecdotally and some
of the statistics that the department has been looking
at, that we have seen an increase in violent crime.”
It is a change from the
depar tment’s existing
Gang Unit, Peña said, from
only focusing on gang-related activity to now focusing on all types of streetrelated violent crimes. The
previous Gang Unit consisted of a sergeant (Peña)
and two detectives, before
adding two patrol officers
as detectives.
In the past, Peña said
the unit’s role was more
reactive and investigative, such as in the case of
a shooting, where the unit
would take over as detective, and in cases involving gang members, parallel investigations would
also take place.
“The problem with that Contact reporter Will
is, with limited to detec- Denner at 530-896-7774.
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THOMAS PHELPS — CONTRIBUTED

An artist rendering by architect Thomas Phelps shows the Chico High Veteran’s Ring of
Honor organized by the Chico Noon Rotary Club.

JUSTIN COUCHOT — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

The cement base has been poured for the Chico Veteran’s
Ring of Honor at Chico High School and is pictured outside
Panther Stadium on Saturday.

TIM O’CONNELL — CONTRIBUTED

The plaque with the 72 names of Chico High graduates who
died in World War II is pictured at Chico High School. The
plaque will be moved to the Chico High Veteran’s Ring of
Honor for the unveiling of the monument on November 11.
Veteran’s Glen.
For Pleasant Valley High
alumni looking to register
for their name to be added
into the wall at their alma
mater, the link to register is https://www.chicoveterans.org/register/register-pv-high/. Registrations
for both schools will be re-

In 2018-19, then president of the Chico Noon Rotary Leanne Chrisman committed $10,000 to begin the
process of the Veteran’s appreciation area at Chico
High.
While the initial cost
to begin the project was
funded by the Rotary club,
the organization is looking
for fundraising help from
the public to conclude the
financing. It is important
to the organization that
the etchings in the wall be
free to veterans, according
to O’Connell.
The project is being managed by Modern Building
in Chico, Chico Electric is
managing all electric needs
and Chico Noon Rotary
Club, O’Connell and current
president Rotary President
Mark Francis are overseeing the project.
In addition to the names,
bricks and benches around
the memorial, three plaques
will be moved from the
halls of Chico High to the
monument, including the
names of the 72 Chico High
veterans who died in World
War II.
O’Connell said that one
did not need to graduate
from Chico High to be in
the Ring of Honor, as many
students did not conclude
high school at the time and
chose instead to go into the
military service.
“If you look at the last
names you’re going to see
streets and other things
from around Chico that you
will recognize,” O’Connell
said. “That’s a piece of
Chico history right there.
This is really a Chico history project.”

viewed by the project’s committee to ensure accuracy.
Immediately upon the
conclusion of the project
at PV, veterans from Chico
High School, which was
founded in 1903, began
wondering about a Veteran’s memorial of their own Contact reporter Justin
at Chico High.
Couchot at 530-896-7720.

GOVERNMENT

Official: Envelope addressed to White House contained ricin
By Michael Balsamo
The Associated Press
WASHINGTON >> Federal officials intercepted an envelope addressed to the White
House that contained the
poison ricin, a law enforcement official told The Associated Press on Saturday.
The letter was intercepted at a government
facility that screens mail

addressed to the White
House and President Donald Trump, the official said.
A preliminary investigation
indicated it tested positive
for ricin, a poison found
naturally in castor beans,
the official said.
The official was not authorized to discuss the ongoing investigation publicly
and spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Federal investigators
were working to determine
where the enveloped originated and who mailed it.
The FBI, the Secret Service
and the U.S. Postal Inspection Service were leading
the investigation.
A Navy veteran was arrested in 2018 and confessed to sending envelopes
to Trump and members of
his administration that

contained the substance
from which ricin is derived.
Authorities said the
man, William Clyde Allen III, sent the envelopes
with ground castor beans

tives, you really spent most
of your time in the office,
and it was hard to get out
and be proactive,” Peña
said. “We’re still going to
have an investigative role,
where we’re going to take
over some of these types
of investigations, but with
the additional two detectives, we’re going to be able
to be out and be more proactive.”
Part of the VSU is also
the reassigned “C team,”
which was responsible for
patrolling the south Chico
State campus and downtown areas during the academic term, while transitioning to street level
crimes during the summer months.
When college students
return to campus, Peña
said the department sees
an increased demand for
resources, particularly on
weekends, to respond to
unruly gatherings, medical emergencies due to
intoxication, and other
crimes during the latenight hours.
Due to the pandemic,
Peña said the drain on
those resources has been
somewhat a llev iated,
which allowed the department to shift resources toward the VSU and focus on
street crimes.
“We’ve got big city problems, and there’s plenty of
non-college work for our
officers to be doing,” Peña
said. “It’s still a challenge
to do that kind of work
and not just solely be reactive, but actually try to
get ahead of that. So that’s
what we’re trying to do as
we can — take a proactive
stance and try to prevent
some of this violence.”
According to the press
release, the VSU will work
with the department’s Patrol Division, Target Team,
and Detective Bureau, in
addition to county agencies such as Butte County
Probation, the Butte
County Sheriff’s Office and
Butte County District Attorney’s Office.
“The mission of the Violence Suppression Unit
is to bridge the gap between the Patrol and Detective Units by rapidly
responding to these types
of crimes. The goal is to
achieve successful investigations, apprehend violent criminals, and reduce
violent crime in the City of
Chico,” Madden said in a
statement.

to the president, FBI Director Christopher Wray, along
with then-Defense Secretary Jim Mattis, then-CIA
Director Gina Haspel and
others.

Editor’s notes
Mike Wolcott’s “Editor’s
notes” column will return
next Sunday.
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Thank You
The following businesses,
the Chico Enterprise-Record & Oroville Mercury-Register
thank our firefighters & first responders.
To You Who
Answered
the Call
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S lutions
Insurance Services

CA DOI License #0H64774

The protection
you need & the
service you want.

Sonia Aery
345-2351

CA Ins Lic #OK39488

BARNETT WALLPAPER & PAINTING

Heartfelt
THANKS to Our
First Responders
for Your Selfless
Service to Our
Communities.

FRIENDLIER, BETTER
CHEAPER

HUGE THANKS TO All OUR
FIRST RESPONDERS
(530) 321-5603
tbarnettpaint@gmail.com
www.barnettpaint.com • Lic. #821614

Butte
Count
First
Respo y
ROCK nders
!

To Our
Fearless, Courageous
Dedicated, Amazing,
FIREFIGHTERS

A Heartfelt Thanks from the Crew at…

Residential

Commercial

n
ha

T
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Firefighters
Are OUR HEROES!
From
Deanna
Angela, Linda & Jen at

513-6519 www.ChicoHearingAidCenter.com

530-514-7738 • 1200 W East Ave, Ste 200, Chico

!
u
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k
n
a
h
T
Fireﬁghters and
First Responders

T hank You

Firefighters and
First Responders

www.PrestigeCare.com

Prestige Assisted Living at Oroville • Ph: 530-534-8160
400 Executive Parkway, Oroville, CA 95966

CHICO

2001 Esplanade • 530.774.2475

OROVILLE

3008A-Olive Hwy • 530.533.5141
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Firefighters &
First Responders

The following businesses,
the Chico Enterprise-Record & Oroville Mercury-Register
thank our firefighters & first responders.

State Contractor
License #309313
A, B, C36

389 Connors Ct Ste F

673-2489

530-872-3627

FLETCHERSPLUMBING.NET
SENIOR & MILITARY DISCOUNTS

Performance
Plumbing

Your home deserves
THE BEST.
Your home deserves

530-892-1848
752 Mangrove Ave
Chico, CA 95926

Chico 343-0330 • Oroville 534-1500
Paradise 872-7900 • Orland 865-9010
Corning 824-2300

Thank you
first responders!

178 East 7th Street - Downtown Chico

530.342.7163
178 East 7th Street
- Downtown Chico
530.342.7163
Now open
at the Chico Mall
Mon-Sat: 10 am-9 pm Sun: 11 am-6 pm

530.809.4151

www.shuberts.com

POWER & MANUAL
WHEELCHAIRS
966 Kovak Ct,
Chico, CA 95973

(530) 342-7002

www.countryvillagecare.com

800-350-7033
WE ACCEPT MEDICARE,
MEDI-CAL, AND MOST
INSURANCES!

Visit us Today at

mychair.freedomhme.com

Thank
you
to the
heroes
of the
North State!
-Your Friends at
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WILDLIFE

Fish reported dying at Teichert Ponds
Lack of oxygen from
recent ash is the
cause, says official
By Justin Couchot
jcouchot@chicoer.com

Over the last week
the city of Chico has received several calls from
nearby residents informing
staff members of dead fish
floating in Teichert Ponds
near Highway 99 in Chico.
The Park and Natural Resource Manager for Chico
and Butte County Linda
Herman confirmed the
dead fish being reported
are on the back side of the
pond near the fresh water
area, saying the fish have
succumbed to lack of oxygen in the water due to a
thick layer of ash that has
formed atop many parts of
the pond.
Eight-year-old Khloe Alexander lives on Ridgebrook Way in Chico near
the pond and said she visits the area with her family frequently. They began
to see the dead fish a little
over a week ago.
“The birds have started
eating them so there’s not
as many as there was before,” Alexander said.

CHICO >>

A dead fish floats above the waters of Teichert Ponds
Thursday in Chico. The fish were found to have died after
a layer of ash formed over parts of the ponds leaving no
oxygen for the fish to breathe.

PHOTOS BY JUSTIN COUCHOT — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Khloe Alexander, 8, points towards a dead fish floating in Teichert Ponds Thursday after
being asked to point where she saw the first dead fish at Teichert Ponds in Chico.
Herman said her office
contacted the California
Department of Fish and
Wildlife Department after
hearing, and later confirming the reports. Herman
said her staff confirmed
roughly 100 dead fish in the
ponds, however an official
number was not counted.
Herman said that she
was told by the DFW that
the dead fish themselves are

not believed to pose a threat
to the community with any
sort of poison or toxin.
Butte County is being
told by the Fish and Wildlife not to worry about the
floating fish, as they will
become part of the natural
ecosystem. Birds and other
animals will eat them, however Herman and her team
are prepared to use nets or
other equipment necessary

if the fish become a hazard
to the community.
“I’m not a biologist, but
that was our understanding,” Herman said. “It is
unfortunate but we’re just
hoping that the natural water system will get to the
point that it’s OK. We were
surprised too but that’s
what we were told that with
the poor air quality it is just
a lack of oxygen for them to
breath.”
The fish, most believed to
be bass, are not native to the
ponds, Herman said. Bass,

which typically need cold
water to survive, were not
effected by any water temperature changes caused by
nearby fires upstream. Instead it was the ash that
formed a layer atop the water, suffocating the fish due
to lack of oxygen, state officials told Herman.
The fish were once
planted by humans and
have reproduced over the
years, becoming a popular
catch-and-release spot for
local fisherman. The water
for Teichert Ponds is fed underground with runoff from
the Chico Mall and filled by
storm water.
Teichert Ponds was created in 1965 during the
construction of Highway

99 when crews were mining for gravel, according to
Chico Creek Nature Center’s
website. When construction
crews accidentally hit a water line, the mine filled up
with water, later becoming
a home for fish, birds, turtles, river otters and occasionally beavers.
The ponds have not
closed. However Herman
said the public should still
be aware, although not to
worry. There were no other
areas, including Horseshoe
Lake, that had reports of
fish being impacted by ash
or other air quality concerns.
Contact reporter Justin
Couchot at 530-896-7720.

MICHIGAN

Official: Toilet display mocking voting a crime
The Associated Press

A Michigan
resident’s apparent joke
showing disdain for voting
by mail is no laughing matter for one election official.
The resident put a toilet
on their lawn with a sign
that says, “Place mail in ballots here.”
Barb Byrum, the Democratic clerk of Ingham

MASON, MICH. >>

September 18, 2020
Bear/North Complex Fire Impacts Oroville
Butte County’s Bear Fire, now named “North Complex - West Zone Fire”, has burned over 78,000 acres with 43
percent containment as of Friday, Sept. 18. The fire has severely damaged communities around Lake Oroville,
including several Lake Oroville State Recreation Area (LOSRA) facilities.

County, filed a complaint
with police over the display,
saying it could mislead people who aren’t familiar with
the voting system.
“It is a felony to take illegal possession of an absentee ballot,” Byrum said
Friday.
“Elections in this country are to be taken seriously
and there are many people
who are voting by mail for

the first time this election,”
she said.
Police told the AP that
the complaint is being investigated.
President Donald Trump
has repeatedly warned that
voting by mail could lead to
fraud and spoil the election,
making distorted claims
that elections officials fear
could cause anxiety and
confusion among voters.

Locations along the North Fork of Lake Oroville, as well as areas on the Middle and South Forks remain an active
fire zone. The Bidwell Canyon Marina and Lime Saddle Marina have not sustained damage and there are currently
no risks to Oroville Dam or its related structures. Due to continuing fire behavior, many LOSRA facilities are currently closed. (See more recreation information below.)
The Department of Water Resources (DWR) continues to monitor the fire’s status and is actively working with
CALFIRE, local law enforcement partners, and California State Parks (CA Parks) staff to ensure employee and public
safety. CA Parks staff are providing support to firefighters by boat from Lake Oroville, and a camp for fire support
has been established at the Loafer Creek recreation area – which is still closed to the public. DWR’s water delivery
and other critical operations are ongoing with essential staff on site.
Oroville Recreation Closures Update
Due to fire impacts and continued danger to the public from the North Complex – West Zone fire, many Lake Oroville State Recreation Area (LORSA) facilities are closed until further notice, including boat launches, day use areas,
and trails. The Bidwell Canyon and Lime Saddle marinas are open only for houseboat owners who may access their
houseboats with proof of ownership. No overnight houseboat stays or boating is allowed on Lake Oroville.
Oroville Dam Crest Road across the top of Oroville Dam is open to bicyclists and pedestrians. Although the Spillway
Boat Ramp and Day Use Area are closed, the newly opened Brad Freeman Trail down to the Thermalito Diversion
Pool may be accessed from the new gravel parking lot at the north side of the Spillway Day Use Area. The Diversion
Pool is now open to non-motorized watercraft. All other trails around Lake Oroville are currently closed. The Dan
Beebe Trail on the south side of the Diversion Pool; the North and South Forebay Recreation Areas; and the Clay
Pit State Vehicular Recreation Area are all open. The Forebay Aquatic Center at the North Forebay is temporarily
closed.
The Oroville Wildlife Area, including the Thermalito Afterbay remain open from 1.5 hours before sunrise to one
hour after sunset. Current recreation facility information is available on DWR’s Lake Oroville Recreation webpage
at https://water.ca.gov/Programs/State-Water-Project/SWP-Facilities/Oroville/Lake-Oroville-Recreation, the LOSRA
webpage at https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=462, and the California Department of Fish and Wildlife webpage
at https://wildlife.ca.gov/Lands/Places-to-Visit/Oroville-WA. Please see below for information about the Feather
River Fish Hatchery.
Chinook Salmon Return to the Feather River
Chinook salmon are completing their life cycle and returning home to the Feather River to lay eggs for the next
generation of salmon. The Feather River Fish Hatchery opened the fish ladder on Sept. 14 to begin hatchery
spawning operations which enables millions of Chinook salmon to be released to the river every spring. In order to
protect public health, the Hatchery will not be open for tours this year. Visitors can still enjoy seeing salmon climb
the fish ladder at the Viewing Area near the Feather River’s fish diversion dam north of the Hatchery.
Oroville’s annual Salmon Festival has been scaled down to protect public health with only a few activities scheduled, including kayak ‘floats’ organized by the Forebay Aquatic Center to watch salmon in the Feather River Sept.
26 and 27. Information about the Festival, and a link to sign up for the kayak ‘floats’, can be found on the Oroville
Area Chamber of Commerce website at https://www.visitoroville.com/salmon-festival.html.
Learn About Salmon – DWR’s Water Wednesdays
The Feather River Fish Hatchery is closed, but you can still learn about salmon this month through DWR’s Water
Wednesdays program at 1 p.m. on DWR’s YouTube channel. These family-friendly programs are designed for kids
10 to 14 but are appropriate for anyone who would like to learn more about California’s water resources. The fall
season began Aug. 26 with a five-part look at the lifecycle of the Chinook salmon that spawn in the Feather River,
travel downriver, through the Delta, and finally to the ocean. Interested participants can pre-register through Zoom
which will allow them to ask real time questions of the speaker.
Visit the DWR Events webpage at https://water.ca.gov/News/Events to join or register for next Wednesday’s chat.
Information will also be posted on DWR’s social media pages at @CA_DWR (Twitter) and @CADWR (Facebook).
Water Wednesdays began in May 2020 and previous episodes are available on DWR’s YouTube channel at https://
www.youtube.com/user/calwater - just enter Water Wednesdays in the search bar.
Diversion Pool Trails and Area Roadways to Close for Utility Work
Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E) crews are scheduled to remove three conductors from the Caribou-Palermo 115KV
transmission line that crosses the Thermalito Diversion Pool September 18 through 25. Visitors and area residents
will see helicopter activity in the area during conductor removal.
Portions of the Brad Freeman Trail north and south of the Thermalito Diversion Pool; the Dan Beebe Trail; and
areas around the trailhead on Lakeland Boulevard on the south side of the Diversion Pool will close for various
periods Sept. 18 to Sept. 25. Traffic on Lakeland Boulevard west of Reyman Street will also experience temporary
delays when work is occurring on the conductors crossing the road. Signage regarding upcoming work will be
posted on area trails in advance of closures. Visitors are reminded to be safe and obey access restrictions.
Bidwell Canyon Boat Ramp Improvement Project
The Bidwell Canyon Boat Ramp Stage Two Improvement Project was temporarily halted due to the North Complex
– West Zone fire. The project plans to resume work in the upcoming week. Kelly Ridge and Arroyo Drive residents
can expect to see large construction equipment, as well as rock and concrete deliveries, in the area from 7 a.m.
to 7 p.m. weekdays as the contractor works to complete the project by mid-November. This is a continuation of a
project that started in Fall 2018 to expand the Stage Two parking area and provide two additional Stage Two boat
ramp lanes to 700 feet.
Current Lake Operations
The elevation of Oroville’s reservoir is about 749 feet and storage is about 1.67 million acre-feet. Daily average inflows to the lake have ranged between 1,963 cfs (cubic feet per second) to 2,653 over the past week. Temperatures
continue to be relatively moderate into the week of Sept. 21 as the temperatures are forecast to be in the 80s. The
Northern Sierra Basin rainfall totals remains below average for the year, at 62 percent of normal.
The total releases to Feather River continue at 2,100 cfs to meet downstream Bay-Delta water quality and flow
standards. The Feather River flows consist of 800 cfs through the Low Flow Channel adjacent to the City of Oroville,
and 1,300 cfs from the Thermalito Afterbay Outlet for a total of 2,100 cfs for the Feather River’s high flow channel
downstream of the Outlet.
All data as of midnight 9/17/2020

CAL FIRE — CONTRIBUTED

An updated map of the North Complex West Zone fire is shown on Saturday night.

Fires
FROM PAGE 1

What started as a spot
fire Friday night, the fire
has now reached 150 acres.
A 1 a.m. wind event promoted spread, though the
fire above the Lost Creek
Drainage is currently being held within containment lines. Bravo said that
the communities of Forbestown, Clipper Mills and
other northern communities are threatened and
should be alert if an evacuation warning or order is
issued.
On Saturday crews were
able to fly fixed-wing aircraft as well helicopters to
drop water and retardant
on the front lines of the fire
as light winds gave some
smoke clearance overnight.
“This is a substantial
fire,” Bravo said, nothing
the substantial dry and
heavy fuel in front of the
wire as well as dry winds
in the forecast.
The North Complex West
Zone fire has now grown to
79,850 acres and is 50 percent contained. The fire did
not grow overnight, however, crews were able to
finish making contingency
lines in the Cherokee Contingency Branch as containment grew by three percent.
Butte County Sheriff
Kory Honea announced
Saturday that the evacua-

tion warning for the area
of Cherokee Road from
Thompson Flat Road, north
to Highway 70 and east to
Lake Oroville has been
lifted as of 10 a.m.
There have also been
three first responder injuries since the start of the
lightning-started fires.
The Butte County Sheriff’s Office lifted an evacuation warning for a part of
Oroville near the Thermolito Diversion Pool Saturday
morning.
For a list of complete
evacuation orders and
warnings in Butte County,
visit www.buttecounty.net/
sheriffcoroner.
For Plumas County evacuation orders and road closures visit www.facebook.
com/plumascountysheriff.
There are still animal
services in Butte County,
with small animals being
taken at 521 Cal Oak Rd. in
Oroville, and large animals
being accepted at Camelot
Equestrian Center located
at 1985 Clark Road in Butte
Valley.
The Butte County Sheriff call center for evacuation
information is still open at
552-3010.
The North Complex West
Zone fires have now destroyed 1,393 structures as
well as damaged an additional 85.
While the West Zone has
burned 79,850 acres, the
North Complex Fire as a
whole has burned 289,981

acres and is 62 percent contained.
Weather officials are not
expecting warmer temperatures Sunday and into the
start of next week.
National Weather Service Incident Meteorologist trainee Steve Hannah
said that hazy skies will
continue for the near future as no large weather
events are forecasted. Hannah said that the air quality has improved greatly
since last week, and that
winds at night time should
pickup slightly to continue
to slowly clear the remaining smoke in the air.
Butte County Recover y Manager said Saturday that a local assistance center will be opening Tuesday at the Oroville
Gymnastics Academy, 1875
Feather River Blvd. It will
rema in open Monday
through Friday from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. for at least
three weeks.
The center will provide
those affected by the North
Complex West Zone fires
with assistance on how to
replace important documents like drivers licenses,
social security cards, deeds
to homes and tax documents. Sifting kits will be
available so when residents
are permitted back to their
property they can search
through the rubble.
Contact reporter Justin
Couchot at 530-896-7720.
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not yet been identified.

FROM PAGE 2

Chico-based Golden Valley Bank has contributed
$25,000 for relief efforts
with the North Complex
West Zone fire.
Bank President Mark
Francis is encouraging
other businesses to donate
as well.
The bank contribution
will be going to the nonprofit Golden Valley Bank
Community Foundation
that supports various programs in the areas of financial literacy, the environment, health, human and
family services, and best
practices for small nonprofit organizations.
Information is available
online at www.goldenvalley.bank or at 530-894-1000.
Ba ker s Birken st ock
stores in Chico and Paradise are having fundraisers for Bear Fire survivors.
Through Saturday, the
stores will donate 20% of all
sales to Bear Fire survivors,
along with fall and winter
items. The Chico store is at
333 Broadway, and the Paradise store is at 961 Fir St.
Owner Celeste Baker lost
her Paradise store during
the Camp Fire but reopened
it last year.
Financial donations are
welcome by the North Valley Animal Disaster Group,
which is helping rescue and
care for animals during the
fires.
Contributions can be
made online at www.nvadg.
org or by mailing a check to
NVADG, PO Box 441, Chico
CA 95927.
North Valley Community
Foundation in Chico has a
Wildfire Relief and Recovery Fund that can help victims of the latest wildfires.
Go to www.nvcf.org/
wildfire to donate money
or call 530-891-1150.
The nonprofit is also suggesting “compassion cards,”
which are gift cards that the
public buys and gives to the
foundation to pass to partner organizations that will
distribute them.
Financial contributions
are welcome because the
American Red Cross relies
solely on donations to operate. Currently it is only accepting monetary gifts. By
calling 1-888-SA-HELP1 information on how to donate
or find out where The Salvation Army is serving is
available. This information
is also available at gosalarmy.org.

accepting donations that
will be used to help fire
victims. It also has information about registering
with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency.
The site is www.berrycreekbrave.com

FEMA
Fire survivors, no matter
their status, should be contacting the Federal Emergency Management Agency
to register.
Registering with FEMA
opens the door to apply for
federal assistance, following the declaration of disaster in Butte County.
In addition to connecting with a household’s insurance provider, residents
can go to www.disasterassistance.gov, or download
the FEMA app on their
smartphone or tablet, or
call 1-800-621-3362.
FEMA’s individual assistance program provides
grants to help eligible survivors with financial assistance that may include rent,
home repair, home replacement and other disaster-related needs such as childcare, medical and dental expenses.

CodeRED
Butte County residents
are encouraged to sign up
for Code Red alerts, which
sends out notifications regarding emergencies by
emails, text message, or
phone calls at https://public.coderedweb.com/CNE/
en-US/BFA19C579EA5
If a Butte County resident would like to sign up
for CodeRED and does not
have access to the internet,
they can call 530-538-7321
for help.
Contact the Butte County
Sheriff’s Office by email at
infosheriff@buttecounty.
net if you have trouble registering for notifications.

Business assistance
Along with registering
with FEMA, small businesses can get other local
assistance too.
Business computer access: If a business needs
access to a computer for
any type of business activity to assist their business
they can contact the Alliance for Workforce Development to schedule an appointment to utilize their
computer lab. Chico: 530961-5125, 500 Cohasset Rd,
Suite 30; Oroville: 530-5387301, 78 Table Mountain
Blvd. They can also schedule a time through the chat
function on the website
www.afwd.org
SBA business physical disaster loans: Businesses destroyed or damaged in the
North Complex Fire may
be eligible for assistance
through SBA. Interested
businesses can contact the
Butte College Small Business Development Center
for assistance with the application process at 530895-9017 or www.buttecollegesbdc.com .
Unemployment assistance: If a business has
closed due to the North
Complex Fire, the owner
can send their employees
to the Alliance for Workforce Development for help
related to unemployment
assistance. Chico: 530961-5125, 500 Cohasset Rd.
Suite 30. Oroville: 530-5387301, 78 Table Mountain
Blvd.

Damaged property
CalFire Damage Assessment Teams will continue
the documentation of the
destroyed and damaged
structures. Reports will
be posted at tinyurl.com/
y3jmzxnj
Field damage inspection
is still ongoing and subject to change. The points
shown in this map are being updated regularly. Data
is subject to change as information is gathered and
verified. The icons on the
map indicate the current
known status of the structure. If your structure is not
identified by an icon, it has
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Ways to help

School fund
Financial contributions
can be made to a fund set
up by the Butte County Office of Education for firedisplaced students, teachers and staff.
The fund, Butte County
Schools Long Term Recovery Fund, is being handled
by North Valley Community
Foundation, but contributions can be made via the
Office of Education www.
bcoe.org
Students and teachers from the fire-impacted
schools are being asked to
check in that they are safe,
which can be done at buttecounty.net

Feeling panic?
Emergency assistance
resource Butte 2-1-1 has
posted this information:
Butte County residents
can reach out to the free
national Disaster Distress
Helpline for support at
1-800-985-5990. The hotline provides immediate
crisis counseling to victims
of disasters.
Butte 2-1-1 can help callers find free and low-cost
community resources in
Butte and Glenn counties.
From outside these counties, dial 1-866-916-3566
to reach the 2-1-1 Center in
Chico.

Register yourself safe
Evacuees can register
themselves safe at American Red Cross websiteÂ
safeandwell.communityos.
org
Loved ones can search
the site as well. Click on
search registrants to find a
loved one’s name and a brief
message.

PHOTOS BY CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Eileen Robinson takes her chance to speak into a
megaphone about the importance of equality during a
Lyndall Ellingstin leads the crowd in song during a
candlelight vigil to honor the late Supreme Court Justice, candlelight vigil to honor the late Supreme Court Justice
Ruth Bader Ginsburg, on Saturday in Chico.
Ruth Bader Ginsburg on Saturday in Chico.

Vigil
FROM PAGE 1

she immediately sought
change. Her focus was on
gender equality.
Alex Smith took the
microphone to show his
gratitude for the late justice.
“I feel g r ieved because I owe my life to
this woman,” he said. “If
my mother did not have
the rights she has today, I
would not be here. I would
not be here if my mom
would not have aborted
the child that was a product of rape that was forced
upon her in her workplace.
I would not be here, so I
owe my life to this woman.
Ginsburg was reserved,
serious. Marching and
demonstrating weren’t
her thing. The law was.
The 70’s women’s rights
movement was raging.
Her husband chose to
spend more time at home
caring for their children
so his wife could be as involved with the movement
as possible.
“She fought so tirelessly,” Lyndall Ellington said during the vigil.
“Our work in the present

A crowd of 150 gathered for a candlelight vigil to honor
the late Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg in
the City Plaza on Saturday in Chico.
is what defines us. I think
that she really embodied
that, and it’s inspired all
of us.”
Ellington took the microphone and led the
crowd in a song, repeating the lines, “We who believe in freedom cannot
rest. We believe in freedom cannot rest until it
comes.”
Ginsburg made her
first argument to the Supreme Court in Frontiero
v. Richardson. Sharron
Frontiero was in the Air
Force, but did not receive
a housing allowance like
the men around her did.

Her superiors told her she
was lucky to be in the Air
Force to begin with.
In front of the court,
Ginsburg explained what
it’s like to be a second
class citizen. The audience was captivated.
There, she famously requested, “I ask no favor
for my sex. All I ask of our
brethren is that they take
their feet off our necks.”
She won the case.
Ginsbug believed gender discrimination hurt
everyone, not just women.
Stephen Wiesenf ield’s
wife died during childbirth. He sought social se-

curity to allow him to be
home with his newborn
son more, but found he
couldn’t because he was a
father, not a mother. Ginsburg fought on his behalf.
A gain, she won the
case.
In the early ‘90s, she
became a justice nominee
for the Supreme Court.
Her husband called all
his connections to help
make that happen. Within
15 minutes of speaking to
her, President Bill Clinton
knew she was right for the
high role.
Her first women’s rights
case on the Supreme
Court was U.S. v. Virginia.
The Virginia Military Institute was a 150-yearold military school. It
was the last male statesupported college in the
whole country. A female
high schooler wanted to
attend there. The case
worked in her favor. The
next year, the school welcomed its first class with
women.
Ginsburg lost her husband in 2010. She spent
t i me g r ie v i n g , t hen
jumped right back into
her work, never wavering. The work, according
to goers of the vigil, will
not end.
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PREPARING FOR
A PUBLIC SAFETY
POWER SHUTOFF
Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) is a statewide effort to prevent wildfires by proactively
turning off power to communities when severe winds and dry weather conditions are
forecast. While turning off the power helps prevent wildfires, we also know it will disrupt
lives and cause hardship for our customers. That’s why PG&E does not make this
decision lightly and will only call a PSPS to help keep customers and communities safe.

HERE ARE 5 WAYS TO PREPARE FOR A PSPS:
pge.com
pge.com/mywildfirealerts

PSPS Updates

Make sure PG&E can
reach you before a
PSPS by updating your
contact information
at pge.com/
mywildfirealerts.

Pack or restock
your family’s
emergency kit
including food, water,
batteries, masks, radio
and a first aid kit.

2

3

Practice manually
opening your
garage door
(if you have
a garage).

Ensure any
backup power
sources are ready
and safe to
operate.

For translated
support in over
200 languages,
please contact
PG&E at
866-743-6589.

1

4

5

Make preparations
for anyone in your
family who depends
on electricity for
medical needs.

To learn more ways to prepare for a PSPS and any emergency, visit safetyactioncenter.pge.com

“PG&E” refers to Pacific Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of PG&E Corporation. ©2020 Pacific Gas and Electric Company. All rights reserved. Paid for by PG&E shareholders.
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Cartoonist’s take

Latest twists with
needle distribution
And with one 7-0 vote for one thing and another 4-3 vote for something else, the Chico
City Council settled business on needle
distribution Tuesday night.
At least, for the time being. We suspect this story is a
long way from being over, as
evidenced by the wide range
of emotions at the meeting —
and, especially, because there’s
an election coming up.
Long story short, depending how the voting goes in November, there could be an entirely different resolution for
the subject in a few months.
Which is good, because there
should be.
We’ve been against the
state-approved needle access
program in Chico from its beginning. While fully recognizing the benefits espoused by
both Northern Valley Harm
Reduction Coalition and Butte
County Public Health — most
notably a reduction in the risk
of disease for intravenous drug
users — we didn’t think that
outweighed the bigger picture,
which was an increased risk of
exposure to the entire community (and neighboring communities) as well as environmental damage to both public and
private property in the area.
Eventually, that’s what got
it shut down. The state, which
had recently lost a similar lawsuit in Orange County, appeared all-too-eager to settle a
lawsuit filed by a group of local businesses and residents
complaining that the program
failed “to satisfy even the most
basic requirements of an environmental impact review,” according to the group’s attorney, Rob Berry.
From there, many Chicoans
— eager to make sure a similar
program didn’t return in the future — let the city council know
they wanted an outright ban
on needle distribution in Chico,
just as many neighboring cities
and towns had already done.
That item was on the
agenda Tuesday night. It was
prefaced by several minutes of
political theater that were so
Chico, it probably belonged on
a billboard somewhere.
First, Berry, who has informed the city of the potential
of another lawsuit alleging it
is not protecting its parks and
lands, had been promised 10
minutes to speak by Mayor Ann
Schwab on the needle program.
But, after some people objected
that Berry shouldn’t get 10 minutes while other speakers from
the floor got only three, the
council voted 5-2 to limit Berry
to three minutes. And then, citing the existing “other speakers wait outside during coronavirus” policy, they wouldn’t let
Berry stay in the room to listen
to NVHRC’s presentation. Reaction to these moves fell along
the predictable lines.

The vote ended up being
4-3 against banning needle
distribution in Chico. Schwab
joined councilors Sean Morgan and Kasey Reynolds with
“yes” votes.
On the other hand, the
council did take a step toward
better managing needle waste
should there be another distribution here in the future —
and this time, it was Randall
Stone who led the way.
We dinged Stone a few
weeks back in this space for
his candidate statement saying
he had “fought hard to restrict
needle distributions and mandating used needles are not
dumped into our creeks and
streams” in Chico. We didn’t
agree with that assessment, especially for the period the distributions were actually taking
place. However, he did ask city
staff to produce a report on approaches to needle waste management, which he pointed out
he had also asked for in 2018
from Internal Affairs. (So, as
promised at the time, we applaud him for this move.)
Tuesday, Stone’s motion for
staff to come forward with a
report on managing needle
waste passed 7-0, marking one
of the few times the council
had agreed unanimously on a
hot-button topic.
On this topic, we also wonder
if it might be the last time. As
it stands, NVHRC or any other
group could get needle distribution started up here again if
it completes the required environmental review program
(which, we’d hope, would include a more logical place to
host the distribution). And depending what the council does
with its report on managing
needle waste, there is likely to
be another, even more-hotly
contested debate out it.
But … there’s a good chance
it’ll be another council that
makes that decision.
Stone, who voted against
banning distribution Tuesday,
is up for re-election. So is Morgan, who voted for it. Schwab
(voted yes), also running, is in
the same newly formed district as Karl Ory, who voted
no but isn’t seeking re-election. And then there’s District
7, where candidates Rich Ober
(supports pro-harm reduction
programs, according to his
webpage) and Deepika Tandon
(anti-needle access, according
to hers) appear to have opposing views on the topic.
Check back after the Nov.
3 election. The results should
provide a clear picture of what
the future of needle access
programs — if any — will look
like in Chico.

Your opinions
Defending the number
of deaths from COVID

Learn your lesson so
government learns theirs

I am responding to a letter written on Sep. 9 from Tom
Blodget. I found it so disturbing
I needed to respond.
I believe his point is that COVID is really not responsible for
all the deaths being reported
because people had co-morbidity factors, or they were very
old. He implies these people
should not count toward COVID
deaths. People with co-morbidity who take care of their health
can and do live long happy lives.
So, if they contract COVID and
then die, they most certainly
died from COVID.
I know we have many old
people in our community, because I am one of them. There
are many people in our country with co-morbidity factors.
This group has a responsibility to take extra care to stay
away from crowds and to wear
a mask. But we also have a responsibility to not infect them.
We know this is a very communicable disease and is spread in
the air, so just wear a mask and
keep your distance. How hard
can that be.
He says that mainstream media did not make these co-morbidity facts known on Aug. 27,
which implies they are hiding
these facts. That is nonsense.
This has been discussed since
the beginning of this virus.
Perhaps he needs a new news
source.
Tom says he suffers from
emotional, physical, and psychological problems. Perhaps he
can put a mask on and go seek
some counseling. Yes, Tom deep
down we all know something is
very, very wrong.
— Kay Perkins, Chico

Local, state, and federal authorities are drunk on their
new powers of control. Our
constitutional rights have
been diminished by one degree or another, if not eliminated completely, and we just
keep accepting this new tyranny.
Recently, local government
“allowed” restaurants to have
dine-in service at 25% capacity and two days later rescinded
that allowance. The question is,
who gave them this sense of authority to control when, where,
how and with whom to conduct
private business? We did! We
are so lucky to vote in our own
personal tyrants. Government
does not have our best interest
in mind and waiting to vote every few years is costing businesses millions.
If you are a restaurant, salon, gym, church, retail, etc.
… “voting” stopped working
a long time ago. It is time to
up your game, because government has upped theirs and
they are winning handedly.
The solution is for businesses
to pool their money together
and begin a class action, Tort,
or civil case. Government will
never learn their lesson until
you learn yours, and until that
happens, there’s not much empathy left for businesses who
refuse to stand up for themselves.
I miss your food, but now
I cook more at home. I miss
your haircuts, but I’ve learned
to cut my own hair, I miss
your merchandise, but now I
buy from Amazon. I miss your
church service, but now I go
to youtube. I don’t recognize

my life from one year ago… do
you?
— Darren Taylor, Chico

Thanks, and a plea,
to local journalists
I am writing in regard to this
newspaper’s push to “save local
journalism”. I could not agree
more with the importance of local journalist, print, radio and
television. In this day when all
have an affiliation to large national media organizations, this
business model must be what
works in the state of technology
and current economy. We need
local journalists who don’t just
repeat a party’s talking points
or push one party’s narrative.
The Democrats use this Marxist
tactic effectively and we need
local journalists to dig deeper
and break the chain of lies.
Of course the Associated
Press continues the lies as do
the networks our radio and
television stations use. Over the
last 15 years we have heard, if
you like your doctor you and
keep him, your insurance cost
will go down $2,500 per year,
the Tea Party was a violent
group, Obama did not sell guns
to the Cartel, Trump is an agent
of Russia and “peaceful protest”
or 100 other “Big Lies.” When
the truth comes out, no apology or retraction, just on to the
next lie.
It is no wonder the Democrats tell such “whoppers.” They
know the media will repeat
them and sell them to the public. I would ask our local journalists to take pride in their
work. Ask themselves is what I
am reporting truthful and accurate.
— Terry Cleland, Chico

Other views

Progressives’ new measures to inflict progress in California
WASHINGTON >> California, our
national warning, shows how unchecked progressives inflict progress. They have
placed on the November ballot
Proposition 16 to
repeal the state
constitution’s provision, enacted in
George
1996, forbidding
Will
racial preferences
in public education, employment and contracting. Repeal, which would repudiate individual rights in favor of
group entitlements, is part of a
comprehensive California agenda
to make everything about race,
ethnicity and gender. Especially
education, thereby supplanting
education with its opposite.
The 1996 ban on preferences
was not intended to, and did not,
end all measures to increase the
participation of minorities and

women in the state’s post-secondary education, or in doing
business with the state government. So, Proposition 16 should
be seen primarily as an act of
ideological aggression, a bold
assertion that racial and gender quotas — identity politics
translated into a spoils system
— should be forthrightly proclaimed and permanently practiced as a positive good.
California already requires
that by the end of 2021 some
publicly traded companies based
in the state must have at least
three women on their boards of
directors, up from the 2018 requirement of one woman. Last
month, the legislature mandated
that by the end of 2021 at least
one director shall be Black, Latino, Hispanic, Asian, Pacific Islander, Native American, Native
Hawaiian or Alaskan Native, or
identify as LGBTQ. And by 2022,

boards with nine or more directors must include at least three
government-favored minorities.
Where will this social sorting end? Proposition 16’s aim is
to see that there is no end to the
industry of improvising remedial measures to bring “social
justice” to a fundamentally unjust state, and nation. The aim
is to dilute, to the point of disappearance, inhibitions about
government using group entitlements — racial, ethnic and gender — for social engineering.
Most important, Proposition 16
greases the state’s slide into the
engineering of young souls.
Last month, Gov. Gavin Newsom signed legislation requiring
all 430,000 undergraduates in the
California State University system
to take an “ethnic studies” course,
and there may soon be a similar
mandate for all high-school students. “Ethnic studies” is an ano-

dyne description for what will be,
in the hands of woke “educators,”
grievance studies.
Coming in the context of such
measures, Proposition 16’s proposed repeal of the ban on racial
preferences should be understood
as repealing all scruples about the
government-approved groupthink
that Orwell warned against in
“1984.” In this enterprise, California progressives have company.
Writing in the British journal Standpoint, Charles Parton, with 22 years of diplomatic
experience working in and on
China, explains that President
Xi Jinping’s hostility to freedom’s prerequisites includes
root-and-branch rejection of education, understood as the development of individuals’ abilities to think critically. Xi wants
education to be, Parton says,
“collective, ideological and political.” The Chinese Commu-

How to have your say: Letters must be 250 words or fewer, signed, typed and should include a first and last name, home address and
telephone number for verification. Letters may be edited for length, taste, libel and clarity. We print letters that are accepted in the order
they are received. Anonymous letters will not be printed. We will publish no more than one letter per week from the same person. Editorials are the opinion of the editorial board. Columns and letters are the opinion of the writer and not necessarily that of the newspaper.

Email: letters@chicoer.com
Mail to: Letters, P.O. Box 9,
Chico, CA 95927
Fax: 342-3617

nist Party says education begins
by “grasping the baby,” primary
school promotes “loving” the
party, socialism and the collective, secondary schools inculcate
“the ideology of socialist builders,” and universities must be, in
Xi’s words, “CCP strongholds.”
The CCP’s and California’s indoctrinators differ somewhat
concerning the mentalities they
aim to impose. But both groups
would extinguish actual education — teaching individuals how,
as opposed to what, to think.
In 1932, U.S. Supreme Court
Justice Louis Brandeis celebrated how a single state “may,
if its citizens choose, serve as a
laboratory; and try novel social
and economic experiments without risk to the rest of the country.” Or as a warning to it.
George Will’s email address is
georgewill@washpost.com.
Twitter:
Follow and
send tweets to
@CHICOER

Facebook: Leave
comments at
FACEBOOK.COM/
CHICOER
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CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Village Market, the lone store in Berry Creek, burns on Sept. 9 from the North Complex
West Zone fires.

CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD

Village Market, the only store in Berry Creek is reduced to little more than rubble. Its gas
pumps, however, still stand on Saturday, Sept. 12 in Berry Creek.

Market

It refers to one who can
handle anything. Wind
can move trees, but not
mountains. My dad is a
FROM PAGE 1
mountain. The fire, however, is not wind. It’s an
The drive was enamoring.
earthquake. It would have
The Bidwell Bar Bridge,
crumbled any mountain.
Lake Oroville, the mounMy dad cried over the
tainside.
phone when I told him
Growing up, my dad
about the leveled store. He
often worked 80-hour
didn’t stop after I hung up.
weeks. His customers
Into the evening, he consaw him more than I did.
tinued to weep.
He has since retired and
“It was one of the worst
hired George Dorghalli,
days of my life,” he said. “I
my cousin, to manage the
DYLAN BOUSCHER — EAST BAY TIMES
CARIN DORGHALLI — ENTERPRISE-RECORD lost a piece of my heart.”
store.
Carin Dorghalli of the Enterprise-Record mourns the loss of Mitch Dorghalli is weary on Friday in Chico. His store,
It was the second time I
I understood in my
her father’s store, Village Market on Saturday, Sept. 12 in
Village Market, burned to the ground. It was the only store had seen him cry. The first
head why my dad was
Berry Creek.
in Berry Creek.
time was in 2015.
never around, but I fiI had just flown back
nally understand it in
through all the hard times.” dy’s ready?” I’m not sure
Chico and one for a town
my heart. My perspecSyria. It took time, though, into California after a
These tough seasons in- if he believes that’s the ac- for them to acclimate to
three-month study abroad
tive has evolved. Those ex- an hour away. Berry Creek
tual saying, or if he’s jokclude the spillway crisis
trip. It was the longest
is hidden. Village Market
tensive work weeks were
life in the states.
ing around.
and the Camp Fire.
had the food, the gas, the
for me. They were for my
“Nothing was easy,” my I had ever gone without
The immigrant embod- dad said.
“It was like a home,”
seeing my family. I detwo younger brothers, my company residents needed.
ies the American dream.
Kendall Hill said.
scended the escalator into
“Your dad is amazing,”
mom. And not only us, but
They missed the famHe ensures his answer can ily and friends they left
My cousin had no inbaggage claim. Across the
Weed continued. “He’s
for Berry Creek.
always be “yes” when I call behind. The cultural and
tention to leave when
room, a hand flew up. I
pretty much a staple out
I wish it didn’t take a
upon him. He paid for my language barriers were
he heard of the inferno,
looked. There he was. I
catastrophe for me to fully there.”
college tuition. He paid for difficult to bridge. Today,
but eventually surrenran. My suitcase dragged.
At the time he purappreciate my dad’s unfaldered. While evacuated, he my car. I’m 26. I can suptering devotion to those he chased the 40-year-old
they’ve successfully given I hugged my mom first.
port myself. But he simply us the life they wanted, a
When I looked up and saw
store, it was run down. He watched flames near the
holds most dear.
my dad’s scrunched face, I
I’ve spoken to dozens of transformed it during the store on live security foot- won’t let me.
life full of prosperity and
age. Just past midnight, it
was stunned.
Berry Creek evacuees over 15 years it’s been in his
love. It was all worth it.
He immigrated here
was engulfed. He’s taking
Now, his retirement is
the last few days. The con- possession. My dad tells
My mom stayed home
in 1988, and my mom in
the heartbreak better than 1992. Not long after, they
versations have wrenched me his only desire is for
to raise the kids. She made over. Though my siblings
his uncle.
and I are adults, he still
my heart. These strangers me to be happy. He consure we never missed a
met and wed. Both didn’t
My dad stands tall.
feels a deep sense of obstantly works to achieve
have taught me so much
single piano lesson, bashave much growing up,
ligation to provide for us
that goal. It seems that ex- His hair is peppered with
about my own family.
but were content. Even so, ketball practice or tutorshades of gray. His face
however he can. My dad
“The store is a lifeline to tended to denizens of the
they quickly grasped at the ing session.
holds a serious expresis going to use insurance
quaint town.
everyone in Berry Creek,”
Years ago, with a glimchance to live in the U.S.
sion, until his lips part. He
money to start a new busi“You knew if you were
Ginny Weed said. “It’s like
“It’s the best country in mer in his eye, my dad
going there to get a pack of speaks in jokes. They’re
family time when we get
told me, “I work full-time, ness in the short term.
the world, the country of
chips or just a case of beer, cheesy ones that don’t
there.”
but your mom works 24/7.” In the long term, though,
freedom,” my dad said.
Looking back, I can’t un- you were probably going to translate to English well.
There’s an Arabic figure there is something he desThey were comfortable
Somehow, that only adds
derstand how my dad man- be there for an hour,” Jaback home, but knew their of speech: “He stands as a perately wants: “It’s my
to his charm. Whenever he futures would be more
son Hill said. “He always
aged to build a gathering
mountain, unfazed by the dream to rebuild in Berry
needs me, he asks, “FredCreek.”
place for his own family in managed to keep it going
wind.”
prosperous here than in

As you rebuild your
home, Silvermark can
help you every step
of the way.
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FREE
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To learn more, call (707) 450-1243

We Build
Houses So
You Can
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Your
Home.

Losing your home is traumatic.
Rebuilding doesn't have to be.
Join us for a live 30-minute free zoom webinar as we
walk you through every step involved in rebuilding, from
talking to your insurance company, clearing your lot of
fire debris, prepping your lot for re-construction, securing
building plans and permits, negotiating pricing, signing
contracts, and timelines for rebuilding.
Pick the most convenient time for you:
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Sunday

1:30 PM or 3:30 PM
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or scan the QR code
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