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Pediatric patients 

6 months and older 

welcome in all clinics

Easy access to
the care you need
when you need it

For treatment of colds, flu, minor injuries, and other common conditions, 

rely on Stanford Express Care and the Stanford Walk-In Clinic. 

With extended hours and multiple locations, they give you easy 

access to precisely the right care at the right time in the right place.

Stanford Express Care

Palo Alto

Same-day appointments

211 Quarry Road, Suite 102

Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.736.5211

visit: 7 days/week

 9:00am–9:00pm

Stanford Express Care

San Jose

Same-day appointments

52 Skytop Street, Suite 10

San Jose, CA 95134

call: 669.294.8888

visit: 7 days/week

 9:00am–9:00pm

Stanford 

Walk-In Clinic

No appointment needed

211 Quarry Road, Suite 402 

Palo Alto, CA 94304

call: 650.497.3940

visit: Monday–Friday

 3:30pm–11:00pm

stanfordhealthcare.org/carechooser
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Why Vote Yes On Measures G & H? 
Support Foothill And De Anza Colleges!
The cost to attend California’s public universities has risen to FIVE times that of attending a community college. 
 
YES on G & H increases opportunities for local students to earn college credits, certifications, job skills or  
transfer to a university at a reasonable price at Foothill or De Anza College. 

League of Women Voters Endorse YES on G & H 
as comprehensive, accountable education plans.
For full texts of both measures and Oversight Committee Reports, visit: fhda.edu/MeasuresGandH

Paid for by Friends of Foothill-De Anza CCD for Yes on Measures G & H – FPPC# 1424567.  Committee major funding provided by the 
Foothill-De Anza Community Colleges Foundation and Hon. Franklin P. Johnson, Jr.

www.YesonGandH.com
@yesongandh2020 @yesongandh2020 @yesongh2020

The League of Women Voters 
Cupertino – Sunnyvale 

ADRIAN FINE  
Palo Alto Mayor

LIZ KNISS  
Palo Alto  

City Councilmember

PEARL CHENG, President,  
Foothill-De Anza  

Community College District
Board of Trustees

MELISSA BATEN CASWELL  
Palo Alto Unified School 
District Board Member

JENNIFER DIBRIENZA  
Palo Alto Unified School 
District Board Member

ENDORSED BY: 

ADRIAN FINE LIZ KNISS

L CHENG Pres A BATEN CASW NIFER DIBRIEN

Betsy Bechtel, Former Mayor, Palo Alto • Judy Kleinberg, Former Mayor, Palo Alto 

Nancy Shepherd, Former Mayor, City of Palo Alto • Steven Lee, Palo Alto Human Relations Commissioner 

Dana Tom, Former Board Member, Palo Alto Unified School District • Pat Burt, Former Mayor, Palo Alto 

Julie Jerome, Former Board Member, Palo Alto Unified School District
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Upfront
Local news, information and analysis

From left, state Senate candidates Josh Becker, Michael Brownrigg, Alex Glew, Sally Lieber, Shelly Masur, Annie Oliva and John 
Webster offered their positions on housing, transportation and other hot-button issues at a Feb. 5 forum at the Palo Alto Art Center.

PARKING

ELECTION 2020

Senate candidates clash over 
housing policies, PG&E’s future

Some say it’s time for state to take over struggling utility,  
others decry too much government control

by Gennady Sheyner

T he seven candidates vying 
to succeed state Sen. Jerry 
Hill in Sacramento tried 

to set themselves apart from 
the pack at a Palo Alto forum 
Wednesday night as they clashed 
over housing, transportation and 
a new proposal to have the state 
take ownership of PG&E.

The candidates, who include 

five Democrats, one Republican 
and one Libertarian, are all look-
ing to represent Senate District 
13, which stretches from South 
San Francisco to Sunnyvale. 
The top two vote-getters in the 
March 3 primary will move on 
to a showdown on Election Day 
in November.

The debate, which was spon-

sored by The Almanac, Palo 
Alto Weekly, Palo Alto On-
line, Mountain View Voice and 
CalMatters, brought a standing-
room-only crowd of about 200 
people to the Palo Alto Art Cen-
ter to hear the seven candidates 
— Josh Becker, Michael Brown-
rigg, Alex Glew, Sally Lieber, 
Shelly Masur, Annie Oliva and 

John Webster — make their 
respective cases.

With the exception of Web-
ster, a Libertarian who believes 
that government is the problem 
and who likened education 
spending to “socialism,” each 
candidate indicated Wednes-
day that they believe the state 
has an important role to play 
in solving California’s housing 
and transportation challenges, 
though they offered different 
takes on what that role should 
be.

Becker, a Menlo Park en-
trepreneur and creator of Full 
Circle Fund, an organization 
that provides grants to non-
profits, argued that the state 
should require tech companies 

(continued on page 8)

In hunt for housing, city brings back divisive zoning 
Council votes to restore ‘planned community’ tool  

to encourage new residential developments
by Gennady Sheyner

annual retreat on Saturday, coun-
cil members stressed the impor-
tance of both making progress on 
the city’s housing goals (as out-
lined in the Comprehensive Plan) 
and in creating housing for teach-
ers, service workers and other 
employees who are struggling to 
afford to live in the city.

Planning Director Jonathan 
Lait noted at the onset of Mon-
day’s presentation that despite 
an extensive Housing Work Plan, 

the city is not on pace to meet the 
goal of the Comprehensive Plan, 
which calls for producing about 
343 units annually.

“It is also anticipated that items 
in the Housing Work Plan will not 
get you there either, not without 
additional changes to our devel-
opment standards or other condi-
tions that make housing produc-
tion more feasible,” Lait said.

E ager to pull the city out of 
its prolonged housing rut, 
the Palo Alto City Council 

agreed on Monday to resurrect a 
zoning tool that has been used in 
the past to produce some of the 
city’s most significant — and 
contentious — developments.

Two days after the council 
agreed to make housing a top 
priority for 2020, members voted 
unanimously to bring back the 
“planned community” zoning 
process to stimulate more hous-
ing construction. The council had 
agreed to stop using the planned 

community process in 2013, just 
after voters overturned in a ref-
erendum the last project to rely 
on that zoning designation — a 
60-apartment building for low-in-
come seniors and 12 single-family 
homes on Maybell Avenue.

On Monday, much as at their (continued on page 12)

Cal Ave. 
feeling the 
pain — and 
waiting for 
the gain 

Garage construction 
hampers retailers, which 
are seeing revenues drop

by Sue Dremann  
and Elena Kadvany

T en months into the con-
struction of a 630-space 
parking garage in the Cali-

fornia Avenue business district in 
Palo Alto, business owners and 
managers who lobbied for it say 
that foot traffic and sales have 
declined by whopping percent-
ages — as much as 30% in the 
last year.

The garage is replacing a park-
ing lot on Sherman Avenue be-
tween Birch and Ash streets,  
eliminating those 100 parking 
spaces during construction. Re-
tailers say that customers are hav-
ing a harder time finding a place 
to park, which is discouraging 
them from coming. 

Restaurant owners are among 
the hardest hit.

“Year over year until last year, 
we had grown pretty much every 
year. This year we’re off more 
than 20%. Lately we’ve been 
off more than that, even. It’s re-
ally significant,” said Peter Katz, 
owner of The Counter, which spe-
cializes in custom-made burgers.

Almost all of the decline coin-
cided with the start of the garage 
construction, he said. The Coun-
ter is probably affected more than 
others because the construction is 
taking place is directly behind the 
restaurant, he said.

(continued on page 10)
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK

Around Town
AWKWARD TRANSITION ... 
Few elections in Palo Alto are 
as suspenseful, rancorous and 
polarizing as the Planning and 
Transportation Commission’s 
annual selection of its chair and 
vice chair. For those who enjoy 
hyperlocal political intrigue, this 
year’s election of officers on Jan. 
29 didn’t disappoint. Residents 
read aloud a public letter, signed 
by about 50 endorsers, listing a 
set of principles they would like 
to see in the top two leaders. 
These include a “selfless interest 
in serving the public good,” “zero 
tolerance for bullying or disparaging 
a member of the public from 
the dais” and compliance with 
“complete disclosure at the dais 
of any conflict of interest” — a 
veiled reference to Commissioner 
Michael Alcheck, who has been 
criticized for not recusing himself 
during commission hearings that 
pertained to garages and carports 
while he was moving ahead with 
two projects that involved garage 
construction. Some expected 
Alcheck, who came into the 
meeting as vice chair, to assume 
to the chair’s seat. He quickly 
quashed those expectations by 
nominating Carolyn Templeton as 
chair. His colleagues unanimously 
supported the nomination, with 
Commissioner Doria Summa 
noting that she was thinking 
about throwing her own hat into 
the race for chair but was happy 
to support Templeton. They 
maintained that spirit of unity for 
a whole 30 seconds until things 
got awkward when they chose 
a vice chair. Commissioner Ed 
Lauing supported Summa for the 
role, touting her two decades of 
active engagement in city issues 
and three years of commission 
experience. Alcheck then 
nominated Giselle Roohparvar, 
who joined the commission last 
year. Commissioner Barton 
Hechtman, who was appearing in 
his first meeting, abstained from 
the vote, noted that he didn’t have 
sufficient knowledge of either 
nominee. Outgoing Chairman 
William Riggs took a shot at 
Summa for not participating in 
a team-building exercise at a 
commission retreat last year and 
then abstained from the vote. 
Roohparvar prevailed by winning 
three votes from the seven-
member commission. She gained 
supporting votes from Templeton, 
Alcheck and herself. Roohparvar 

said she believes the position 
should “transcend politics.” “It’s 
not about coming here and arguing 
your point. It’s about making sure 
everyone is heard and has a fair 
chance, and making sure there is 
civility and decorum that’s always 
maintained,” she said.

EXPANDING THE PARK ... Ventura 
residents will have a reason to 
celebrate on Monday, Feb. 10, 
when the City Council formally 
expands Boulware Park by 
dedicating as parkland a 0.64-
acre parcel that the city recently 
bought from AT&T at 3350 Birch 
St. The site is about the only thing 
that has gone according to plan in 
the neighborhood, where the city 
is now in the midst of preparing 
a “coordinated area plan” that 
envisions a huge influx of housing 
— a plan that is being undermined 
by waning enthusiasm from the 
property owner over the most 
promising housing location: the 
former site of Fry’s Electronics. 
The park addition, by contrast, 
represents a modest success 
story. According to a new report, 
the city is setting up meetings with 
neighboring residents to discuss 
the recent purchase and plan 
for further improvements for the 
parkland.

READ ALL ABOUT IT ... Students 
at Los Robles-Ronald McNair 
Academy in East Palo Alto have 
nearly 1,000 brand new books and 
cozy furniture in their school library 
thanks to Access Books Bay Area, 
a nonprofit that provides books 
to schools where at least 90% of 
students live at or below the poverty 
line. Seventy-two volunteers spent 
Saturday, Feb. 1, refurbishing the 
library, sorting through gently used 
books for classrooms and painting 
literacy-themed murals on the 
walls. “California has no dedicated 
funding for school libraries, which 
impacts schools in low-income 
neighborhoods the most because 
there is no ability to fundraise with 
the families, as schools in wealthier 
neighborhoods are able to do,” 
Access Books Bay Area board 
member Linda Forrester said. 
“Research shows that access to 
pleasure reading books helps to 
mitigate the effects of poverty and 
raises scores in all school subjects. 
School libraries especially matter 
for these kids because most don’t 
have access to reading materials 
outside of school.” 

In general, people are scared of 
parking on California Avenue.

—Zareen Khan, owner of Zareen’s restaurant, 
on parking woes in the California Avenue business 
district. See story on page 5. 
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DIGITAL SALES MANAGER
Be Part Of Our Digital Future

The Peninsula’s leading media company, Embarcadero Media, is 
seeking a dynamic digital sales professional to join our growing 
sales team, lead digital sales growth, be a part of pioneering new 
digital sales products and make a big impact on company revenue. 
If you thrive in a community-focused environment where you 
can offer creative solutions and truly deliver value to your clients, 
consider joining the Embarcadero Media team.

S/he is responsible for digital revenue generation on Embarcadero 
websites, email newsletters, sponsored content, email marketing 
blasts, and other digital products under development. In addition, 
the Digital Sales Manager assists in developing sales and marketing 
strategies to build lead-generation, influence customer life cycle, 
and increase client retention. This position reports to the Vice 
President of Sales & Marketing.

The perfect candidate will have the following:

• 3+ years of digital sales experience

•  Strong track record of closing digital sales business

•  Expertise in digital marketing

•  An interest in leading and managing others

•  History of exceeding sales targets

•  Proven ability to drive revenue through long-term relationships. 

Compensation includes base salary plus commission, health benefits, 
vacation, 401K and profit sharing. We offer a culture where 
employees are respected, supported and given the opportunity to 
grow as we innovate in today‘s local media environment. Please email 
a cover letter and resume to tzahiralis@embarcaderopublishing.com.

We’re looking for talented,  
highly-motivated and dynamic people

Join our team!

Learn more at embarcaderomediagroup.com/employment

O N L I N E

Sign up for the only 
food newsletter  

on the Peninsula at 
paloaltoonline.com/

expressBY  E L E N A  K A DVA N Y

Food reporting you won't  
find anywhere else. 
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Upfront

Two cases of coronavirus 
confirmed in county

Public health leaders: Both people traveled from 
Wuhan, China, and are in isolation

by Sue Dremann and Jamey Padojino

PUBLIC HEALTH

T he widespread coronavi-
rus that has infected tens 
of thousands of people 

around the world and killed 565 
has reached Santa Clara County, 
where two people have tested 
positive for the disease, accord-
ing to the county’s Public Health 
Department.

Coronavirus, better known as 
“novel coronavirus,” is a respi-
ratory illness that has been re-
portedly linked to a seafood and 
animal market in Wuhan City, 
China, but has since been passed 
between people, according to the 
U.S. Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC). Symp-
toms of coronavirus include fever, 
cough and shortness of breath that 
appear two to 14 days after expo-
sure. It can lead to pneumonia 
and, in some infections, death.

County public health leaders 
alerted the public to the first case 
on Jan. 31 and the second on Feb. 
2; the cases don’t appear to be 
related.

County Public Health Direc-
tor Dr. Sara Cody said during a 
press conference on Friday, Jan. 
31, that in the first case, a man 

arrived from China on Jan. 24 at 
the Mineta San Jose International 
Airport and immediately isolated 
himself at home. He became ill 
after his return. He had been trav-
eling in China and had been to 
Wuhan and Shanghai, Cody said.

The man only left his home 
twice to seek medical attention at 
a local medical clinic and a hos-
pital, where he received outpatient 
care. Cody declined to identify 
the medical facilities or what city 
he lives in. He was never sick 
enough to require hospitalization, 
she added.

The man had little contact with 
others during his trip back to the 
U.S. — potentially airline em-
ployees, medical center staff and 
household members, Cody said. 
County health officials are work-
ing to monitor them while they re-
main in self-isolation for 14 days.

“We’re quite lucky in this case 
that the list of contacts is very 
short,” she said.

The second case was reported 
on Sunday. A woman came to the 
county from Wuhan on Jan. 23 to 
visit family and has stayed at the 
home since her arrival, with the 

At Stanford University on Feb. 3, Kevin Chen wears a mask because he has a slight cold and said he 
doesn’t want to put other people at risk of catching it.
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CITY COUNCIL ...  The council plans to pass a proclamation honoring 
the 100th anniversary of the League of Women Voters of Palo Alto and 
recognize firefighters who responded to Sonoma and Ventura fires in 
2019. The council will then go into a closed session to discuss existing 
litigation, ABG-PACT Owner vs. City of Palo Alto, and to consider 
a claim against the city by Julio Arevalo. Then, in an open session, 
the council will hold a TEFRA hearing to approve issuance of bonds 
for the Wilton Court development; consider next steps for the city 
auditor’s office; and schedule its summer break and winter closure 
for 2020. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Monday, Feb. 10, in the 
Council Chamber at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. The closed session 
is scheduled to take place from 6:15 to 7:45 p.m., with the rest of the 
meeting following immediately after.

BOARD OF EDUCATION ... The school board will hear a report on 
the coronavirus, discuss a resolution in support of Foothill-De Anza 
Community College District parcel tax and bond measures as well 
as conceptual designs and contracts for new buildings at JLS Middle 
School and Palo Verde Elementary School, among other items. The 
meeting will begin at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 11, at the district office, 
25 Churchill Ave.

PLANNING AND TRANSPORTATION COMMISSION ... The commission 
will discuss amendments to standards for wireless communication 
facilities; and discuss the city’s Annual Comprehensive Plan progress 
report.  The meeting will begin at 6 p.m. on Wednesday, Feb. 12, in the 
Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave.

HISTORIC RESOURCES BOARD ... The board plans to review potential 
topics for its annual retreat. The meeting will begin at 8:30 a.m. on 
Thursday, Feb. 13, in the Council Chambers at City Hall, 250 Hamilton 
Ave.

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION ... The commission is scheduled 
to meet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Feb. 13, in the Community Meeting 
Room at City Hall, 250 Hamilton Ave. The agenda was not available by 
publication deadline.

Public Agenda
A preview of Palo Alto government meetings next week

exception of two occasions when 
she sought outpatient medical 
care, public health staff said. Her 
family members also have been 
isolated and have received food 
and other necessities through the 
Public Health Department.

“She has been regularly moni-
tored and was never sick enough 
to be hospitalized,” the depart-
ment stated in a press release.

There have been two cases of 
human-to-human transmission of 
the disease in the U.S., according 
to multiple media outlets, which 
report a total of 12 cases in the 
country. One case was recently 
found to have been transmitted 
in Illinois between spouses and 
another also between spouses in 
San Benito County, which is south 
of Gilroy.

“Based on what we know today, 
the risk to (the) general public re-
mains low,” Cody said in a press 
release on Sunday. “A second case 
is not unexpected. With our large 
population and the amount of 
travel to China for both personal 
and business reasons, we will 
likely see more cases, including 
close contacts to our cases.”

When people are required to be 
in isolation, they can be watched 
in one of two ways: by a fam-
ily member or, if there isn’t one, 
through public resources, she said.

Cody stressed that there is much 
still unknown about this strain of 
coronavirus, hence it is called 
“novel.” She warned the public to 
take precautions to stay at home 
if they are ill and to seek medi-
cal care. Everyone should be vac-
cinated for the flu, which is still 
circulating and has similar symp-
toms to the novel coronavirus.

“We know we have 36,000 
deaths from influenza in the Unit-
ed States every year,” she said. 
It’s far more likely for people to 
become sickened by the flu, she 
added.

In January, the Public Health 
Department activated its Emer-
gency Operations Center to pro-
vide regular communications to 

the public and health care provid-
ers and to handle reports of poten-
tial novel coronavirus infection.

On Tuesday, the county Public 
Health Department announced 
five workers from Good Samari-
tan Hospital in San Jose were 
sent home and were instructed 
to stay home until Feb. 11 after it 
determined they were exposed to 
coronavirus.

Meanwhile, Stanford University 
is restricting all travel to China 
to prevent a spread of the coro-
navirus and is requiring anyone 
who has traveled to the country 
to quarantine themselves for 14 
days before they attend classes or 
on-campus activities.

The restrictions and quarantine 
requirements were announced 
on Jan. 24 and 30 and follow the 
CDC’s warnings regarding travel 
to and from mainland China.

Requests for travel exceptions 
must be fielded by a university 
vice president, provost or dean 
and then forwarded to the Pro-
vost’s Office, the university said.

Employees who traveled to Chi-
na have been instructed to notify 
their supervisor and to call the 
Occupational Health Center for a 
phone consultation appointment 

with a physician. Students return-
ing from China are being instruct-
ed to contact the Vaden Health 
Center for a phone consultation. 
The date of return to work or class 
will be determined after the medi-
cal review, university leaders said.

Supervisors are also being en-
couraged to adopt flexible work 
arrangements by allowing em-
ployees to telecommute and tele-
conference from their home while 
in self-quarantine.

Stanford classes, events and 
other campus activities are con-
tinuing without interruption, but 
the university has recommenda-
tions for groups hosting events.

The situation is rapidly chang-
ing, so the public is encouraged 
to visit the Public Health De-
partment’s website for updated 
local information at sccphd.org/
coronavirus. The CDC has more 
information about novel corona-
virus that can be found at cdc.gov/
coronavirus. 

Bay City News Service contrib-
uted to this report.

Staff Writer Sue Dremann and 
Digital Editor Jamey Padojino 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com and jpadojino@
paweekly.com, respectively. 

The City Council of the Town of Atherton, at its meeting of February 19, 
2020, will consider the adoption of an Ordinance of the City Council of 
the Town of Atherton, State of California, Amending Chapter 15.40.110, 

The full text of the proposed Ordinance is available for review or purchase 

(650) 752-0529
/s/ Anthony Suber 
____________________________
Anthony Suber
City Clerk
Town of Atherton
Dated:  February 7, 2020

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE 
PROPOSED ADOPTION BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF ATHERTON
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Upfront

to match their job growth with 
new housing. He attributed the 
Bay Area’s housing crisis in part 
to the exponential growth of com-
panies like Facebook and Google 
since the early 2000s.

“For big tech companies — for 
every job they create, they should 
have to fund a unit of housing,” 
Becker said. “It’s not going to 
solve the problem, but it will stop 
the problem from getting worse 
— which is a first priority.”

Others called that proposal un-
realistic and onerous. Masur, who 
serves as Redwood City’s vice 
mayor, noted that it costs about 
$600,000 to create one housing 
unit. Requiring businesses to 
build housing to match their jobs 
is “not sustainable,” she said. A 
more effective method, she said, is 
to rely on the impact fees that cit-
ies collect from builders through 
development agreements.

Annie Oliva, a Realtor who 
serves on the Millbrae City Coun-
cil, also said she believes Becker’s 
plan is flawed.

“I think it’s pretty unrealistic to 
believe that if we’re going to be a 
business-friendly space, to come 
in and spend $600,000 for hous-
ing unit,” Oliva said.

Brownrigg, a former diplomat 
who has spent 10 years on the 
Burlingame City Council, of-
fered another ambitious proposal, 

which borrowed from the carbon-
credit market. Under his plan, a 
developer who creates housing 
would earn credits that can then 
be sold to commercial develop-
ers. That type of system, he said, 
would create incentives for new 
housing and ensure that commer-
cial developers are part of the so-
lution without requiring them to 
spend $600,000 per unit.

One area on which most of the 
candidates found some common 
ground was opposition to Sen-
ate Bill 50, a proposal that would 
have required cities to relax height 
and density limits for housing 
projects in, respectively, transit-
friendly and jobs-rich areas (the 
bill failed in the state Senate last 
week). Masur was the only can-
didate who said she supported 
SB 50, whose author, Sen. Scott 
Wiener, is among her high-profile 
endorsers.

“As a local city councilwoman 
and a former school board mem-
ber, I’m all about local control,” 
Masur said. “In this instance, 
he’s really jump-started the con-
versation and made us all pay 
attention.”

Lieber, who served in the state 
Assembly between 2002 and 2008, 
alluded numerous times through-
out the debate to her history of 
championing progressive causes, 
including efforts to tackle home-
lessness and to invest in public 
transit. While she didn’t endorse 
SB 50, she also credited the bill 
for sparking a critical conversation.

“What’s important is that it’s 
kicked off a discussion that is so 
far overdue — that is the account-
ability of cities to not just plan for 
but actually see that affordable 
housing — extremely-low income 
and low-income housing and sup-
portive housing is actually built,” 
Lieber said.

Oliva argued that each munici-
pality should be allowed to plan 
for its own needs and used as an 
example the residential and com-
mercial developments around her 
city’s transit hub.

“We do not need to solve the 
housing crisis by disrupting our 
single-home neighborhoods,” 
Oliva said.

Glew, for his part, called SB 50 
an “abomination.” Housing policy, 
he said, should be handled by city 
councils and local commissions.

“We want the state to help us, 
not control us,” Glew said.

The candidates largely con-
curred on transportation policies, 
with everyone agreeing that Cali-
fornia’s high-speed-rail project 
was a massive failure in the way 
it was executed. Most candidates 
said they support investing more 
funding in grade separations at 
rail crossings and other Caltrain 
improvements.

Masur said she would like to 
see better coordination among 
the Bay Area’s 27 transit agencies 
and used as an example the Port 
Authority of New York and New 
Jersey, an agency that is charged 
with making sure that the various 

Stanford pediatricians, now in your neighborhood 
at Peninsula Pediatrics Medical Group

Access to Excellence.

genpeds.stanfordchildrens.org

Debate
(continued from page 5)

transit services are working to-
gether effectively.

There was somewhat less con-
sensus on the subject of PG&E 
and Wiener’s proposal to have the 
state take over the utility. Masur 
noted that the takeover would not 
be legal under existing law, while 
Glew, an engineer who is the lone 
Republican in the field, said he 
opposes a public takeover of the 
utility.

Instead, Glew said, PG&E 
should be segmented, with differ-
ent utilities serving the state’s ru-
ral areas and its high-population 
hubs. He also suggested that the 
utility is now overregulated.

“PG&E is a business,” Glew 
said. “If they’re going to fail, let 
them fail.”

Becker, Brownrigg and Lieber 
all said they would support hav-
ing the state take over the utility. 
Brownrigg said that while he has 
no problem with investor-owned 
utilities in general, he does have a 
problem with PG&E in particular. 
Making the company public, he 
said, would allow the state to take 
the company’s 10% profit margin 
and invest it in infrastructure.

“The current structure isn’t 
working,” Brownrigg said.

After Glew suggested that reor-
ganization may be a better option, 
Lieber noted the company has al-
ready completed a management 
changeover. The former execu-
tives, she said, “jumped off PG&E 
like rats off a sinking ship the mo-
ment their misdeeds came to the 
public.” The state needs to plan for 
publicly owned, renewable and lo-
cally resourced energy, she said.

Becker agreed.
“They disproved the notion of 

‘too big to fail,’” Becker said of 
PG&E. “Because they’re too big 
and they’re failing.”

Becker and Brownrigg also 
fielded questions about large do-
nations that their campaigns have 
received, in some cases from in-
dependent committees. Becker 
received $500,000 from Reid 
Hoffman, co-founder of Linke-
dIn, through an independent com-
mittee, while Brownrigg received 
a donation of $460,000 from his 
mother, Linda Brownrigg, also 
through a committee.

Becker said he has worked with 
Hoffman at Full Circle Fund, 
which makes grants to nonprof-
its, and that he was “shocked” by 
Hoffman’s contributions. He also 
noted, however, that Hoffman is 
spending $2 million to oppose 
President Donald Trump.

“I don’t have money from tech 
companies, but I do have money 
from individuals and they want 
something we all want — they 
want great schools, great public 
transportation systems and they 
want California to be the nation-
al and global leader on climate 
change,” said Becker, who is lead-
ing the field in fundraising.

Brownrigg and Lieber also 
talked about their decisions to 
contribute to their own campaigns. 
Brownrigg said he was told by his 
advisers that he would have to 
spend about three hours per day 
on the phone trying to get funds to 
get his message across the broad 

senate district. Instead, he opted to 
participate in house parties in cit-
ies throughout the district to talk 
politics, a decision that required 
him to rely on his own funds.

Brownrigg also said he was “in-
credibly touched” by his mother’s 
donation, which came in the after-
math of her losing her partner of 
45 years.

“The most my mom will ask 
of me is that I’ll come visit more 
often,” Brownrigg said. “And that 
will happen anyway.”

Masur and Oliva were also 
asked about the major contribu-
tions that they have received from 
teachers’ unions and Realtors, 
respectively. Both said that while 
they are grateful for the donations, 
they are not coordinating with 
these donors.

“I’m very humbled and honored 
that they noticed my work and I’m 
very grateful for their support,” 
Oliva said when asked about the 
$409,000 she had received from 
the California Association of 
Realtors.

Lieber said she’s had to use her 
own money in every campaign 
she’s run. That, she said, has to do 
with the fact that most big-money 
interests aren’t keen on donating 
to her “progressive campaign,” she 
said.

“I think I’d get agreement that 
I’m the most progressive (candi-
date),” Lieber said. “That’s not 
something that special interests 
appreciate. Having been in Sac-
ramento, I’ve seen the emotional 
toll it takes on you to have to call 
lobbyists for money, when you’re 
voting on a bill that they’re lobby-
ing on and that they’re concerned 
about.”

The tensest moment in the de-
bate came during the discussion of 
charter schools, when candidates 
were asked what they would do to 
make sure these schools are ac-
countable to the taxpayers who 
fund them. While Masur, a for-
mer Redwood City school board 
member, touted recent efforts to 
require charter schools to have 
open meetings and to make their 
records accessible to the public, 
Lieber broadly criticized charter 
schools, which she said should be 
ended.

“I have never voted for any 
charter school at any point in time 
and, frankly, that’s a difference we 
have,” she said, alluding to Masur.

Masur responded by noting 
that Lieber had never served on a 
school board and, as such, didn’t 
have an opportunity to vote for a 
charter school. Lieber then took 
a shot at Masur for supporting 
Rocketship, a chain of charter 
schools that has run into trouble 
over the past year for charter viola-
tions relating to inadequate finan-
cial reporting.

“Sometimes you just have to 
kick the ball downfield and try 
as hard as you can to block a 
troubled entity from coming into 
a school district,” Lieber said. 

Read profiles of each of the 
seven candidates on page 30 of 
this edition.

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com. 
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THE 
EPITOME 
OF HOME

 
 

Rare opportunity to live in 
desirable Old Palo Alto in a 
home originally built in the 
gracious architectural style 

restored and remodeled 
to include modern systems 

appointments throughout 
harmonize with the original 
architectural style and create 
an ambiance that succeeds 
for both formal and casual living.

The home is sited on a rare 

into one of Silicon Valley's 
most desirable neighborhoods. 
Public rooms open to sprawling 
terraces that serve as an 
extension of living space and 
are ideal for outdoor enjoyment.

A distinctive aspect is the 
convenient lifestyle just blocks 

Palo Alto and major employers. 
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“The farther away you get, there 
are other parking areas. We’re 
ground zero,” he said.

Michael Ekwall, co-owner of 
La Bodeguita del Medio, which is 
a block west of The Counter, said 
his lunch business has declined by 
20%, though at night, the impact is 
not as significant. 

“Amongst other things, people 
are just not willing to drive around 
for however long it takes them to 
find a spot if they have a limited 
time for lunch,” he said.

The restaurant has always 
grown for 21 years, he said, but 
“last year was the first year we 
noticed a significant impact.”

Restaurants also have faced 
mandatory wage increases and 
other challenges. 

“For us that significant increase 
in minimum wage — it’s 60% in 
four years — that’s huge. To add 
onto it a decrease in foot traffic is 
a little bit challenging,” he said.

At Zareen’s, which is next to 
The Counter, owner Zareen Khan 
said she estimates her business is 
off about 10%, but she’s hopeful 
that fortunes will change once the 
garage opens. That’s scheduled for 
late summer or early fall. 

“In general, people are scared 
of parking on California Avenue. 
Even before (the garage construc-
tion), they said: ‘It’s easier to come 
to your Mountain View location 
than to keep looking for park-
ing.’ The impact was there and 
now there’s a little more impact. 
But once the parking lot is there, 
hopefully people’s mindset will 
change,” she said.

Like Khan, Ekwall and Katz 
said they support having the new 
garage.

“We lobbied for more parking 
and the city approved it. Every-
body’s thrilled with that,” Katz 
said.

But then, “it became obvious it 
was going to be an 18-month proj-
ect, and we got very concerned,” 
he said.

The restaurants aren’t the only 
ones suffering.

Blossom Birth Services’ Execu-
tive Director Dominique Vincent 
said that since construction began 
the nonprofit has experienced 
a 30% hit to its bottom line, the 
equivalent of about one month of 
revenue.

“That’s a significant amount 
of money over last year. We were 
on track for growth, and last year 
there was no growth,” she said. 

Many mothers who come for 
classes arrive late because they 
can’t find parking. 

Anthony Haggard, store manag-
er at FedEx Office, said his busi-
ness has been hit by a confluence 
of factors, including the garage 
construction. 

The parking lot directly behind 
the store, which is a block east of 
The Counter, was initially used for 
parking construction equipment 
and vehicles. That prevented cus-
tomers from coming in FedEx’s 
back door, which is how 75% of 
customers enter, he said. On top of 

that, the store was doing a remodel 
at the same time.

“Last year we missed $500,000 
from our bottom-line sales,” he 
said. “Customers in Palo Alto 
don’t like to be inconvenienced.”

Businesses with dedicated park-
ing behind their stores, such as 
Summit Bicycles and California 
Paint Company, are faring better, 
however.

Jeff Davidson, owner of Califor-
nia Paint Company, said that from 
11 a.m. to 1 p.m., every parking 
space is taken on the street and 
public lots and garages. The five 
dedicated parking spaces behind 
the store are a saving grace.

“Without that, I couldn’t have 
a paint store here. Painters won’t 
drive around looking for a spot,” 
he said. 

Rory Shannon, sales manager 
at Summit Bicycles, noted that 
while his store hasn’t seen a de-
cline, he understands the impact of 
long-term construction projects on 
small businesses. In San Francisco 
where he lives, the street has been 
torn up for four years.

“I’ve seen many, many busi-
nesses close,” he said.

Startups are also being affected. 
Kelli Mullen, office manager for 
BitGo, which is located a half-
block from the construction site, 
said there is constant hammer-
ing and loud noise. Parking is a 
huge problem if one doesn’t get 
to the area by a certain time, and 
city parking-enforcement officers 
relentlessly ticket people if they 
overstay the two-hour time limit, 
she said.

“We always ask customers to 
come in a half hour early and give 
them a parking pass,” she said

The passes are only good for a 
particular day, though, so each day 
Mullin must go down to City Hall 
in downtown Palo Alto to get new 
passes, she said.

Ekwall said the impact mirrors 
that of the streetscape work that 
took place six years ago when 
parking was also limited. Ekwall 
said business did recover, but 
slowly. 

“When you have a reduction in 
your sales, whether it’s 5 to 10%, 
it could be basically all of your 
profitability. I think that’s pretty 
significant,” he said of smaller 
businesses.

Jessica Roth, owner of The Cob-
blery, wondered whether custom-
ers who are going elsewhere dur-
ing construction will ever come 
back.

“Fingers crossed they don’t 
form new habits. That’s a concern 

Parking
(continued from page 5)
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FedEx Office store Manager Anthony Haggard says that construction of the parking garage on Sherman 
Avenue between Birch and Ash streets — and the resulting lack of parking spaces — has harmed his business.
for small businesses,” she said, 
adding that “there’s a lot of busi-
nesses that would appreciate peo-
ple coming down.” 

Katz said: “Parking really isn’t 
bad but the perception is that it’s 
bad. If you have one bad experi-
ence and come down and search 
for parking for awhile and don’t 
find it, you just don’t come back.”

Those customers visiting the 
district have a more forgiving 
outlook on the construction. On 
Wednesday during the bustling 
lunchtime, customers told the 
Weekly they weren’t perturbed 
by the construction. Many said 
they take alternative transporta-
tion such as Uber or Caltrain to 
come to the area and others said 
they live within walking distance.

“I leave the house a little early,” 
Deanna Wong said. The parking 
issue caused by construction is “a 
temporary obstacle. I still love this 
community,” she said.

Barbara Stephik, who was en-
joying lunch outdoors with her 
husband, Mark, said she has a 
“parking  goddess.”

“We’ve been very lucky. When 
we come here, we just get spots,” 
she said, pointing to their car, 
which was just steps from their 
table.

Mark Stephik said parking is-
sues won’t deter them from con-
tinuing to frequent California 
Avenue businesses.

“At Stanford Shopping Center 
and Town & Country everything 
is very pricey. This street is more 
affordable and has a more inter-
esting mix of things,” he said.

City spokeswoman Meghan 
Horrigan-Taylor said staff at-
tends monthly meetings of the 
California Avenue Business As-
sociation to update the group on 
the construction progress and 
discuss ideas for minimizing 
construction impacts. The city 
is leasing Santa Clara County’s 
parking lot at the corner of Grant 
Avenue and Birch for public park-
ing, reconfiguring the lot behind 
FedEx (between Birch and Park 
Boulevard on Sherman) to add 
more parking, obtaining 44 day 
permits for construction person-
nel to park in the Caltrain parking 
lot and is offering free valet park-
ing from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. in the 
lot behind FedEx.

The city is also installing 

temporary signage to direct mo-
torists to the available parking and 
has a free shuttle bus, SPRGo!, 
from Stanford Research Park, she 
said in an email.

Retailers are hunkering down 
for the long term, though. Come 
the fall, following the comple-
tion of the new garage, the city 
will start construction of the new 
public safety building in the lot 

behind FedEx. That’s expected to 
end in 2023. 

The new garage should provide 
adequate parking during the po-
lice headquarters’ construction, 
Horrigan-Taylor said. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com. Staff Writer 
Elena Kadvany can be emailed 
at ekadvany@paweekly.com.

City Council (Feb. 3)
Housing: The discussed the Housing Work Plan and agreed to bring back 
the “planned community” process, which would only be applied to residential 
projects. Yes: Unanimous
Finances: The council discussed and accepted the Fiscal Year 2021-2030 
Long Range Financial Forecast. Yes: Unanimous

Utilities Advisory Commissions (Feb. 5)
Review: The commission heard presentations reviewing the utilities’ actions in 
2019 and looking forward into 2020. Action: None

Architectural Review Board (Feb. 6)
Objective standards: The board held a study session to discuss updates to 
objective standards for reviewing residential projects and mixed-use projects 
that include a residential component. Action: None 

CityView
A round-up       of Palo Alto government action this week

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk 
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

‘ Parking really isn’t 
bad but the perception 
is that it’s bad. If 
you have one bad 
experience and come 
down and search for 
parking for a while 
and don’t find it, you 
just don’t come back.’

– Peter Katz, owner,  
The Counter

Stanford ER now providing rape kits
People who are sexually assaulted in northern Santa Clara 

County will no longer have to travel to San Jose to undergo a medi-
cal forensic exam — as of Tuesday, such exams, often referred to 
as rape kits, will be offered around the clock at the new Stanford 
Hospital by specially trained nurses.  (Posted Feb. 5, 12:43 p.m.)

Walgreens agrees to $7.5M settlement
Pharmacy giant Walgreen Co. has agreed to pay $7.5 million to 

settle a consumer protection lawsuit alleging that it put people’s 
health at risk by allowing a phony pharmacist to handle more 
than 745,000 prescriptions in the Bay Area, prosecutors said on 
Monday.  (Posted Feb. 4, 9:01 a.m.)

Life-saving drugs could be subsidized
Three life-saving drugs costing hundreds of dollars a month 

could potentially be subsidized to patients in Santa Clara County. 
The Board of Supervisors voted unanimously on Tuesday to in-
vestigate a pilot program to cut costs for insulin, epinephrine auto-
injectors (EpiPens) and asthma inhalers.  (Posted Jan. 30, 6:05 p.m.)

Online This Week
These and other news stories were posted on Palo Alto Online 
throughout the week. For longer versions, go to www.PaloAlto 
Online.com/news.
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Smooth sailing for Stanford caucus
On Monday, Stanford University hosted one of the first out-of-

state “satellite,” or remote, caucuses that brought 30 Iowa voters 
and a diverse crowd of curious observers.

Out of the 11 candidates that currently stand for the Democratic 
presidential nomination in November, only five candidates were 
represented at the Stanford caucus: Joe Biden, Amy Klobuchar, 
Bernie Sanders, Elizabeth Warren and Andrew Yang.

Thirty registered Iowa voters gathered at Stanford Universi-
ty’s Haas Center for Public Service to participate in the caucus, 
a hands-on voting process where participants discuss and group 
together to help their party candidate grab delegates.

There are subtle differences between satellite and in-state pre-
cinct caucuses, but the overall process is the same: registered vot-
ers show up to a designated location to express their candidate 
preference by splitting into groups — known as the first alignment 
— and then regroup based on which candidate didn’t qualify from 
the first round with enough supporters. 

In Monday night’s caucus, all candidates needed at least five 
voters to remain in the final round of grouping.

Based on the Iowa Democratic Party’s delegate selection plan, 
the results of the Stanford caucus each gave Warren and Sanders 
two delegates and Klobuchar one delegate. 

—Lloyd Lee
City considers full hearings for big-ticket items

Despite their role as stewards of public money, members of the 
Palo Alto City Council are prone to swiftly approving, without a peep 
of debate, big-ticket contracts that sometimes exceed $10 million.

On Saturday Councilman Greg Tanaka took issue with the long-
standing practice of approving large contracts on the consent cal-
endar, a list of items that get approved with a single vote and 
without discussion. And after some debate, he and his colleagues 
agreed to explore a possible solution: setting a money limit on 
items that can go on consent.

Others don’t see the practice of approving large contracts on 
consent as particularly problematic, given that the city runs its own 
utilities and that some items that show up on the agenda pertain 
to expensive but regular tasks like power-purchase agreements or 
maintenance of gas pipelines. Those who oppose changing the 
rules argued that council meetings already tend to go late, with 
the council consistently postponing important items because of 
the late hour.

Currently, the mayor and the city manager set the agenda and 
decide what amounts to an action item and what should go on 
consent. Both Fine and Councilman Eric Filseth, last year’s mayor, 
agreed that the system works just fine.

Their colleagues didn’t feel particularly strongly about the issue, 
but agreed it’s at least worth exploring. Vice Mayor Tom DuBois 
said he isn’t sure what the threshold would be, but argued that there 
probably is “some dollar levels where it serves the council (well) 
to have oversight.”

 Concerned about efficiency, the council voted 4-3 to retain the 
three-member threshold for pulling consent calendar items, with 
DuBois, Tanaka and Councilwoman Lydia Kou dissenting. 

—Gennady Sheyner
Bill aims to integrate Bay Area transit 

A newly introduced piece of state legislation seeks to integrate 
the more than two dozen separate and independent Bay Area tran-
sit agencies into one “seamless” system.

Assembly Bill 2057 by Assemblyman David Chiu, D-San Fran-
cisco, seeks to eliminate the barriers to ridership created by things 
like the differences in fare structures between systems, the unco-
ordinated schedules that can make transferring from one system 
to another frustrating, and the confusing muddle of transit maps 
that don’t allow passengers to easily plan their trips when using 
multiple systems.

Currently, 27 different transit agencies run buses, trains and 
ferries in the nine-county region and each has its own fares, sched-
ules, smartphone apps, discounts and planning processes.

This has led to a situation where, despite the region’s horrendous 
traffic congestion and abysmal commute times, transit ridership 
actually dropped by 5.2% between 2016 and 2018, according to 
information from Chiu’s office.

Initially, Chiu’s bill would establish a universal bus fare, estab-
lish uniform transfer and discount policies for all bus systems, 
create a single Bay Area transit map, standardize apps and develop 
real-time transit information delivery to passengers.

It would also seek to create a taskforce charged with integrat-
ing fares and schedules across all systems as well as coordinating 
spending and project development.

The bill could get a hearing in the Assembly Transportation 
Committee this spring. 

—Bay City News Service

News Digest

LET’S DISCUSS: Read the latest local news headlines and talk 
about the issues at Town Square at PaloAltoOnline.com/square

Raped 45 years ago, woman  
returns to bring attacker to justice  

— for another woman’s murder
John Arthur Getreu to stand trial for 1973 cold-case murder at Stanford

by Sue Dremann

CRIME

Editor’s note: This article 
contains graphic descriptions of 
crime that some readers may find 
disturbing.

F or more than four decades, 
“Diane Doe” has tried to 
bury memories of the rape 

she survived as a teenager in her 
parents’ Palo Alto home.

Now 62, on Tues-
day in a Santa Clara 
County courtroom, she 
came face to face with 
the man responsible. 
But Doe wasn’t fac-
ing down John Arthur 
Getreu for his crime 
against her. Instead, she 
had made the trip from 
her out-of-state country 
home to try to testify 
in the case of another 
woman’s murder, a 
woman she never even knew.

Looking at her assailant, now 
75, wheelchair-bound and in 
shackles, even after 45 years 
she recognized him, she told the 
court.

Now the pieces she fought so 
hard to bury were coming back, 
she said. She had survived his 
hand around her throat, a squeeze 
that could have choked the life 
from her.

“This is the nightmare that has 
lasted for years. Not being able 
to scream out, not being able to 
breathe,” she said. She didn’t 
know why she survived the attack, 
she said during an interview with 
the Weekly last year.

Leslie Marie Perlov, the woman 
Getreu is charged with killing in 
1973 in the Stanford foothills, 
was found strangled and partially 
clothed. Her undergarments and 
stockings were crammed into her 
throat, prosecutors said. When 
they asked her to testify in Per-
lov’s case, Doe agreed to face 
him again to try to bring him to 
justice.

She was an 18-year-old Scout 
Explorer in January 1975. Her 
parents were on a vacation when 
she and three boys in their troop 
decided to go to a midnight movie 
and then buy pizza. Their parents 
would only allow a late-night out-
ing if they were accompanied by 
an adult, and one of the boys had 
suggested they invite Getreu. He 
was their troop leader, along with 
his then-wife, Sue.

After the movie, around 3-3:30 
a.m., Doe drove the boys and 
Getreu to their respective homes. 
Returning to her residence, Doe 
said, she heard a knock on the 
door and opened it to find Getreu, 
who said the other boys were still 
wide awake and were planning to 

meet at her house.
The boys never came, however. 

As they waited, Getreu began to 
question her about her relation-
ship with one of the boys and 
talked about her experiences with 
kissing. 

“That was as far as I had ever 
gone with a boy,” she said.

Getreu wanted to know about 
her best friend and 
other boys in the 
troop, asking similar 
questions about their 
relationships.

“I was getting un-
comfortable,” she told 
the court on Tuesday.

Since her birthday 
was around that time, 
Getreu asked her if she 
wanted her “birthday 
spanking.” It wasn’t 
unusual in the 1970s to 

give someone a birthday spank-
ing, and the Scouts would chase 
each other through the forest on 
outings to give someone their 
birthday spanking, she said.

She let Getreu give her two light 
taps on the buttocks over his knee. 
When she got up, he began to kiss 
her.

“Think of Sue,” she recalled 
telling Getreu. “Think of your 
wife.”

Getreu told her they were hav-
ing troubles and weren’t getting 
along. He continued to kiss her 
and gently pushed her back onto 
the sofa. With her younger brother 
asleep in the bedroom, she pro-
tested and tried to get up, but he 
grabbed her by the throat and be-
gan to tighten his grip. He told her 
to be quiet and said he could hurt 
her, she recalled.

With Getreu on top of her, un-
dressing her below the waist and 
eventually raping her, most of 
the time he kept one hand firmly 
around her throat, she testified. 
As she struggled against him, 
she recalled that the boys in their 
troop had talked him up as “an 
amazing leader.” They often said 
he was very strong; he had taken 
martial arts.

“I stopped resisting,” she said.
“Why?” asked Santa Clara 

County Deputy District Attorney 
Michel Amaral.

“Fear,” Doe said.
After he left, Doe went to a 

friend’s house where she told the 
friend and the friend’s parents 
about the rape. Getreu was ar-
rested the same day and pleaded 
not guilty to charges of sexual 
perversion and rape by threat of 
great bodily harm, according to 
1975 court documents. The court 
later added a charge of statutory 
rape, requested by prosecutors, 

after Getreu’s attorney asked for 
all charges to be dismissed.

In June 1975, Getreu agreed to 
a plea deal and admitted to the 
statutory rape. He received a six-
month sentence in county jail, a 
$200 fine and two years of proba-
tion but served only 30 days in jail 
on weekends, according to court 
documents.

With her voice shaking, Doe 
said she was still bringing forth 
repressed memories. As her story 
spilled out, she began to cry.

“I lost all my friends. I changed 
schools. The ‘70s were rough, and 
I didn’t want to subject myself 
again” to the experiences she had 
repressed.

In court on Tuesday, Getreu did 
not show any emotion. He claims 
he didn’t have contact with Leslie 
Perlov, whom he allegedly stran-
gled nearly 47 years ago, but his 
statements appeared to be con-
tradicted by DNA evidence from 
under her fingernails. Perlov’s 
body was found Feb. 16, 1973, 
under an oak tree near what is 
now “The Dish” in the Stanford 
foothills.

During Tuesday’s preliminary 
hearing at the Santa Clara County 
Hall of Justice in San Jose, Santa 
Clara County sheriff’s investiga-
tors described how they reopened 
the cold case in November 2016 
and sent clippings taken from 
Perlov’s fingernails to the sher-
iff’s office’s crime lab to look for 
DNA evidence. Kevin Kellogg, a 
lab criminalist, testified that he 
extracted DNA from two indi-
viduals: Perlov and an unidenti-
fied male.

The male’s DNA was a signifi-
cant finding, Kellogg said. It’s not 
that common to find another per-
son’s DNA as a “major contribu-
tor” under a victim’s fingernails; 
DNA from someone other than 
the victim is found less than 20% 
of the time, he said.

The presence of another per-
son’s DNA — which in this 
case matched Getreu— can’t be 
explained “by a handshake or a 
pat on the back,” Kellogg said. It 
would have been from physical 
contact with skin cells or bodily 
fluids, such as semen, he said.

“I would not expect it from a 
significant other or from consen-
sual relations,” he said.

Under ordinary circumstances, 
a dominant DNA profile from 
another individual other than 
the victim would also tend to de-
grade within 24 hours because 
of handwashing or nail groom-
ing, he said, citing a 2007 study 
published in the academic journal 

(continued on page 14)

John Arthur 
Getreu
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Subscribe to our websites to receive our weekly deals!

WEEKLY SPECIALS: Valid through Feb. 14, 2020

Cupertino Market 
19725 Stevens Creek Blvd
Cupertino, Ca 95014
(408) 777-9111
CupertinoMarket.com

Felipe’s Market
1101 W. El Camino Real
Sunnyvale, Ca 94087
(408) 720-8111
FelipesMarket.com

Foothill Produce
2310 Homestead Rd Ste. D
Los Altos, Ca 94024
(408) 735-7775
FoothillProduce.com

Organic & Conventional Produce/ Local Dairy/
Imported Cheese/ European & Mediterranean Specialties

Visit us at any of our three locations!

Felipe’s

Markets

10% OFF
your entire produce purchase
Valid through February 14, 2020

Bananas

49¢
per lb.

California
Almonds

$4.99
per lb.

Roma 
Tomatoes

99¢
per lb.

Organic
Fuji Apples

99¢
per lb

Organic

2020

VOICES FOR A
SUSTAINABLE WORLD

Learn about the intersections between
today’s social and environmental challenges.

 
 

  

Visit openspacetrust.org/lectures for tickets.
All lectures take place at the 

Mountain View Center for the Performing Arts.

SPONSORED BY

KEVIN FEDARKO 
& PETER MCBRIDE

FEBRUARY 18

ERIN BROCKOVICH
MARCH 17

CHEF JOSÉ ANDRÉS
APRIL 21

The planned community zone, 
which allows builders to exceed 
development standards such as 
height and density limits in ex-
change for negotiated public ben-
efits, is the most dramatic of the 
new tools under consideration.

In the past, it has been used 
by residential and commercial 
builders with varying degrees of 

success. The tool has been effec-
tive in creating affordable-hous-
ing developments such as Alma 
Place at 753 Alma St. and the 
Treehouse at 788 W. Charleston 
Road. City staff estimated that 
planned community projects and 
development agreements (which 
similarly allow builders to negoti-
ate with the city over zoning stan-
dards) accounted for about 64% 
of Palo Alto’s housing units in the 
past 20 years.

The zoning tool has also 

Housing
(continued from page 5)

sparked some of Palo Alto’s most 
bitter and prolonged community 
disputes, with most of them cen-
tering on “public benefits” the de-
velopers had promised to provide 
but then failed to deliver. There 
was the redeveloped Edgewood 
Plaza, where the developer prom-
ised to restore a historic building 
but destroyed it instead. There 
was the public plaza near Sheri-
dan Apartments, a public benefit 
that effectively became the patio 
dining area for Caffe Riace.

The most recent — and egre-
gious — example is the College 
Terrace Centre, a development 
at El Camino Real and College 
Avenue that won approval a de-
cade ago and that included as its 
primary benefit a grocery store. 
Once built, however, the develop-
ment has had trouble keeping the 
grocery tenants, with two shutter-
ing after only months, leaving the 
market space vacant. Khoury’s 
Market closed shop last month, 
and the city is preparing to start 
fining the building owner for 
violating the terms of the zoning 
agreement.

The new planned community 
zone that Lait proposed would 
differ from past ones in several 
critical ways. It would only allow 
residential projects and mixed-use 
developments that provide enough 
housing to offset the jobs they 
produce. And the public benefit 
would be, exclusively and in all 
cases, housing.

“I say that with a little bit of 
hesitation, because I know that 
term generates a certain amount 
of reaction from folks in the com-
munity,” Lait said of the planned 
community zone. “But as we 
think about housing production, 
the concept here is to introduce 
for the council an idea where 
we’re not negotiating public ben-
efits with property owners in ex-
change for certain development 
standards.

“The idea is that housing in 
and of itself — the production of 
housing units, including afford-
able-housing units — would in 
fact be a public benefit.” 

While council members have 
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The Tree House in Palo Alto offers 33 affordable studio apartments and was built by Palo Alto Housing 
under planned community zoning.
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The Almanac, an award-winning community newspaper and 
online news source that covers the towns of Menlo Park, 
Atherton, Portola Valley and Woodside, is looking for an 
enterprising full-time news reporter with a passion for local 
journalism.

The ideal candidate will have experience covering local 
government and community news, and the skills to dig up and 
write engaging news and feature stories for print and online. 
Our reporters produce monthly cover stories that highlight 
issues and people in our community.

We’re seeking someone who is motivated, eager to learn, able 
to quickly turn out finished copy, and who lives in or near the 
Almanac coverage area. Social media skills are a plus. 

This is a fully benefited position with paid vacations, health 
and dental benefits, profit sharing and a 401(k) plan. 

To apply, send a cover letter, resume, and three samples 
of your journalism work to Editor Renee Batti at editor@
AlmanacNews.com. 

We’re Hiring
Full-Time News Reporter

Give blood for life!
b l oodcen t e r. s t a n f o rd . edu

attacked planned community 
zoning in the past (Councilwom-
an Lydia Kou, Vice Mayor Tom 
DuBois and Councilman Eric 
Filseth all opposed the Maybell 
Avenue development in 2013), 
they agreed on Monday that it’s 
time to give the tactic another 
chance. Councilwoman Liz Kniss 
pointed to the dearth of housing 
proposals that the city has seen 
since 2013.

“We put (planned community) 
on hold ... we hesitated to deal 
with it again. In the meantime, 
the only affordable housing (proj-
ect) that (has) gone through is one 
— and that’s drained our coffers 
dry. We don’t have anything else,” 
Kniss said, referring to the 59-unit 
development called Wilton Court, 
which the council approved last 
year and which is slated to break 
ground in the fall.

Mayor Adrian Fine, who made 
the motion to bring back the 
planned community process, 
noted that staff is currently work-
ing on about two dozen housing 
programs and is not getting any 
tangible results. A more effec-
tive approach, he said, could en-
tail asking developers to come 
in with proposals and have them 
work with staff to overcome the 
zoning hurdles that in many cases 
make residential developments fi-
nancially infeasible to construct. 
These, according to Lait, typi-
cally involve parking standards 
that many developers say are too 
onerous.

In proposing the new program, 
the council is seeking to meet 
both its own housing targets and 
the increasingly stringent and am-
bitious state mandates for residen-
tial production.

Palo Alto is almost certain to 
fail to meet its regional alloca-
tions for low-income housing, 
which means that the city will be 
subject to Senate Bill 35. The 2016 
state law creates a streamlined 
approval process for developers 
looking to build in cities that fail 
to meet their housing allocations.

By failing to meet its quota for 
below-market-rate units, housing 
projects in Palo Alto that offer 
at least 50% of their units at that 
level would have a right to win ap-
proval within 60 days.

If the city fails to meet its al-
location for “above moderate” in-
come units, consequences would 
be even more severe. In that case, 
the streamlining provision of SB 
35 would start to apply to projects 
that designate just 10% of their 
units for affordable housing.

To avoid that eventuality, the 
city must generate 587 units in 
the “above moderate” income 
category in the 2015-2022 cycle 
of the state’s Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation process. So far, 
the city has permitted 423 units.

In restoring the planned com-
munity zone, council members 
underscored its new residential-
centric function by renaming 
it the “planned housing zone.” 
Filseth and Kou both stressed the 

importance of making sure a sig-
nificant number of housing units 
can accommodate residents with 
low and moderate incomes — 
those making up to 120% of area 
median income (AMI). For a four-
person household in Santa Clara 
County, 120% equals $157,680. 
For an individual, 120% AMI is 
$110,400.

“I think given the need for the 
300 units a year and the focus on 
trying to attenuate the flight of 
120% AMI workers, I think this 
is a reasonable direction,” Filseth 
said.

Council members also indi-
cated Monday that they are also 
willing to invest more money in 
affordable housing. Having al-
ready contributed $20.5 million in 
loans to the 59-unit Wilton Court 
projects, which is geared toward 
low-income residents and adults 
with a disability, council members 
agreed to explore a tax to raise 
additional funding for affordable 
housing.

DuBois said he would like 
to see a portion of the council’s 
planned business tax go to af-
fordable housing. Councilwoman 
Alison Cormack said she would 
prefer to see a parcel tax.

“I think it’s eminently appropri-
ate for people who own property 
here to participate in making it 
more affordable for others,” Cor-
mack said. 

Staff Writer Gennady Sheyner 
can be emailed at gsheyner@
paweekly.com.

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
JULIE ART LESSONS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN662678 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Julie Art Lessons, located at 2800 West 
Bayshore Rd., Palo Alto, CA 94303, Santa Clara 
County.  
This business is owned by: An Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
JULIE ANN KOTHMAN 
510 Lakeview Way 
Redwood City, CA 94062  
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on 
05/01/2014. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
January 17, 2020.  
(PAW Jan. 24, 31; Feb. 7, 14, 2020)

WILD COAST QIGONG 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN662793 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Wild Coast Qigong, located at 174 Archer Way, 
Ben Lomond, CA 95005, Santa Cruz County. 
The principal place of Business is in Santa 
Cruz County and a current Fictitious Business 
name statement is on file at the County Clerk-
Recorder’s office of said County.  
This business is owned by: An Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
MARCY LYNN REYNOLDS 
174 Archer Way 
Ben Lomond, CA 95005  
Registrant began transacting business under 
the fictitious business name(s) listed above on 
01/22/2020. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
January 22, 2020.  
(PAW Jan. 31; Feb. 7, 14, 21, 2020)

JUST4KIDS CHILD CARE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: FBN662765 
The following person (persons) is (are) doing 
business as: 
Just4Kids Child Care, located at 4350 Miller 
Avenue, Palo Alto, CA 94306, Santa Clara 
County. 
This business is owned by: An Individual.  
The name and residence address of the 
registrant(s) is(are): 
SORINA PRISACARU 
4350 Miller Avenue 
Palo Alto, CA 94306 
Registrant has not yet begun to transact 
business under the fictitious business name(s) 
listed above.  
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of Santa Clara County on 
January 22, 2020.  
(PAW Jan. 31; Feb. 7, 14, 21, 2020)

997 All Other Legals
NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE TS No. CA-19-
869316-AB Order No.: DS7300-19005616 
YOU ARE IN DEFAULT UNDER A DEED OF 
TRUST DATED 11/23/1998. UNLESS YOU TAKE 
ACTION TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT 
MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU NEED 
AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE 
PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU, YOU SHOULD 
CONTACT A LAWYER. A public auction sale to 
the highest bidder for cash, cashier’s check 
drawn on a state or national bank, check 
drawn by state or federal credit union, or a 
check drawn by a state or federal savings and 
loan association, or savings association, or 
savings bank specified in Section 5102 to the 
Financial Code and authorized to do business 
in this state, will be held by duly appointed 
trustee. The sale will be made, but without 
covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, 
regarding title, possession, or encumbrances, 
to pay the remaining principal sum of the 
note(s) secured by the Deed of Trust, with 
interest and late charges thereon, as provided 
in the note(s), advances, under the terms of the 
Deed of Trust, interest thereon, fees, charges 
and expenses of the Trustee for the total 
amount (at the time of the initial publication 

of the Notice of Sale) reasonably estimated to 
be set forth below. The amount may be greater 
on the day of sale. BENEFICIARY MAY ELECT 
TO BID LESS THAN THE TOTAL AMOUNT DUE. 
Trustor(s): George H. Marshall, Jr. and Emily A. 
Marshall Recorded: 12/8/1998 as Instrument 
No. 14537825 of Official Records in the office 
of the Recorder of SANTA CLARA County, 
California; Date of Sale: 3/4/2020 at 9:00 AM 
Place of Sale: At the Gated North Market Street 
Entrance to the Santa Clara County Superior 
Courthouse. 191 N. First Street, San Jose, CA 
95113 Amount of unpaid balance and other 
charges: $185,172.11 The purported property 
address is: 2330 PRINCETON ST, PALO ALTO, 
CA 94306 Assessor’s Parcel No.: 137-04-045 
NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are 
considering bidding on this property lien, 
you should understand that there are risks 
involved in bidding at a trustee auction. You 
will be bidding on a lien, not on the property 
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee 
auction does not automatically entitle you 
to free and clear ownership of the property. 
You should also be aware that the lien being 
auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are 
the highest bidder at the auction, you are 
or may be responsible for paying off all liens 
senior to the lien being auctioned off, before 
you can receive clear title to the property. You 
are encouraged to investigate the existence, 
priority, and size of outstanding liens that may 
exist on this property by contacting the county 
recorder’s office or a title insurance company, 
either of which may charge you a fee for this 
information. If you consult either of these 
resources, you should be aware that the same 
lender may hold more than one mortgage 
or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE TO 
PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on 
this notice of sale may be postponed one or 
more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, 
trustee, or a court, pursuant to Section 
2924g of the California Civil Code. The law 
requires that information about trustee sale 
postponements be made available to you 
and to the public, as a courtesy to those 
not present at the sale. If you wish to learn 
whether your sale date has been postponed, 
and, if applicable, the rescheduled time and 
date for the sale of this property, you may 
call 800-280-2832 for information regarding 
the trustee’s sale or visit this Internet Web site 
http://www.qualityloan.com, using the file 
number assigned to this foreclosure by the 

Trustee: CA-19-869316-AB. Information about 
postponements that are very short in duration 
or that occur close in time to the scheduled 
sale may not immediately be reflected in the 
telephone information or on the Internet Web 
site. The best way to verify postponement 
information is to attend the scheduled sale. 
The undersigned Trustee disclaims any liability 
for any incorrectness of the property address 
or other common designation, if any, shown 
herein. If no street address or other common 
designation is shown, directions to the 
location of the property may be obtained by 
sending a written request to the beneficiary 
within 10 days of the date of first publication 
of this Notice of Sale. If the sale is set aside for 
any reason, including if the Trustee is unable 
to convey title, the Purchaser at the sale shall 
be entitled only to a return of the monies paid 
to the Trustee. This shall be the Purchaser’s 
sole and exclusive remedy. The purchaser shall 
have no further recourse against the Trustor, 
the Trustee, the Beneficiary, the Beneficiary’s 
Agent, or the Beneficiary’s Attorney. If you 
have previously been discharged through 
bankruptcy, you may have been released of 
personal liability for this loan in which case this 
letter is intended to exercise the note holders 
right’s against the real property only. Date: 
Quality Loan Service Corporation 2763 Camino 
Del Rio South San Diego, CA 92108 619-645-
7711 For NON SALE information only Sale 
Line: 800-280-2832 Or Login to: http://www.
qualityloan.com Reinstatement Line: (866) 
645-7711 Ext 5318 Quality Loan Service Corp. 
TS No.: CA-19-869316-AB IDSPub #0159733 
1/31/2020 2/7/2020 2/14/2020

NOTICE OF PETITION TO ADMINISTER ESTATE 
OF: 
RUSSELL EDWARD TEASDALE 
Case No.: 20PR187502  
To all heirs, beneficiaries, creditors, contingent 
creditors, and persons who may otherwise 
be interested in the will or estate, or both, of 
RUSSELL EDWARD TEASDALE.  
A Petition for Probate has been filed by: 
RUSSELL GRAHAM TEASDALE in the Superior 
Court of California, County of SANTA CLARA.  
The Petition for Probate requests that: RUSSELL 
GRAHAM TEASDALE be appointed as personal 
representative to administer the estate of the 
decedent.  
The petition requests authority to administer 
the estate under the Independent 
Administration of Estates Act. (This authority 

will allow the personal representative to take 
many actions without obtaining court approval. 
Before taking certain very important actions, 
however, the personal representative will be 
required to give notice to interested persons 
unless they have waived notice or consented 
to the proposed action.) The independent 
administration authority will be granted unless 
an interested person files an objection to the 
petition and shows good cause why the court 
should not grant the authority.  
A HEARING on the petition will be held on 
February 19, 2020 at 9:01 a.m. in Dept.: 13 of 
the Superior Court of California, County of 
Santa Clara, located at 191 N. First St., San Jose, 
CA, 95113.  
If you object to the granting of the petition, 
you should appear at the hearing and state 
your objections or file written objections with 
the court before the hearing. Your appearance 
may be in person or by your attorney. If you 
are a creditor or a contingent creditor of 
the decedent, you must file your claim with 
the court and mail a copy to the personal 
representative appointed by the court within 
the later of either (1) four months from the date 
of first issuance of letters to a general personal 
representative, as defined in section 58 (b) of 
the California Probate Code, or (2) 60 days from 
the date of mailing or personal delivery to you 
of a notice under section 9052 of the California 
Probate Code. Other California statutes and 
legal authority may affect your rights as a 
creditor. You may want to consult with an 
attorney knowledgeable in California law. You 
may examine the file kept by the court. If you 
are a person interested in the estate, you may 
file with the court a Request for Special Notice 
(form DE-154) of the filing of an inventory and 
appraisal of estate assets or of any petition or 
account as provided in Probate Code section 
1250. A Request for Special Notice form is 
available from the court clerk. 
Petitioner: 
Russell Graham Teasdale 
369 Moana Pl. 
Pacifica, CA 94044-2828 
(650) 738-9555 
(PAW Jan. 31; Feb. 7, 14, 2020)

Public Notices

Call Alicia Santillan at  
650-223-6578 or email asantillan@
paweekly.com for assistance with 

your legal advertising needs.
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On November 20, 2019, longtime Palo Alto 
resident Troy W. Barbee, Jr. passed away at his 
home in Los Altos, California, aged 82 years.

Born in San Diego to Anita Barbee and Troy 
W. Barbee, Sr. at the end of the Great Depression, 
Troy was a man of humble beginnings gifted with 
considerable athletic ability and a brilliant mind. 
Fueled by a relentless drive 
to learn and create, he lived 
a robust life, accumulating 
a remarkable collection of 
achievements, accolades and 
memories along the way.  

An enrolled member of the 
Quechan Indian Tribe, Fort 
Yuma Indian Reservation, 
Winterhaven, California, he 
was raised by his mother, 
grandmother and maternal 
great-grandmother while his 
father served as a Warrant 
Officer in the US Navy during 
and after WWII. When asked 
about his time living on the reservation, Troy often 
shared memories of scorching hot summer days 
eased by the sweetness of ice-cold watermelon, 
castoff fruit given to them by the workers at a 
local produce packing facility, of swerving to miss 
jumping tarantulas, well camouflaged by their 
coloring, as he rode his bike along the dusty dirt 
roads. He also spoke of the times his elders made 
sure he and his cousin Gene ate while they went 
without. His early experiences in Yuma and San 
Diego fostered in him a formidable work ethic and 
a deep interest in the natural world.

At Hoover High School in San Diego, drive 
and talent brought him notice as a football player, 
earning him an athletic scholarship to Stanford 
University, and making him the first person in 
his family to attend college. While at Stanford 
he played three years of varsity football at tackle, 
playing on both offense and defense in most 
games. Troy earned three degrees at Stanford -- 
a B.S. in Physical Metallurgy from the School of 
Earth Sciences in 1959, and an M.S. and a Ph.D. 
in Materials Science and Engineering from the 
School of Engineering in 1962 and 1965.  During 
his undergraduate years, he also met his first wife, 
Ann Hagey, with whom he raised four children 
while living in Palo Alto.

After earning his Ph.D., Troy worked as a 
materials scientist at the Stanford Research 
Institute before becoming the associate director 
of the Center for Materials Research at Stanford. 
It was during his time at the Center for Materials 
Research that Troy was first recognized by 
the Materials Office of the National Science 
Foundation for the making of new materials with 

multilayer synthesis technology. After 25 years at 
Stanford, Troy then joined the scientific staff of 
Lawrence Livermore National Labs, directing a 
research lab there for the next 30 years.

During a career spanning more than 50 years, 
Troy published over 300 peer-reviewed journal 
articles, edited two books, was awarded 28 patents 

and received four R&D 100 
awards. He was a gifted 
inventor and remained at the 
forefront of multilayer and 
nanotechnology research 
until his retirement in 2015. 
The materials and processes 
he developed led to new 
optical instruments for soft 
X-rays, with applications from 
astronomy to semiconductor 
manufacturing.

Outside the research lab, 
Troy’s life focused on family 
and being an active member 
of the Stanford community. 

An avid Stanford Cardinal fan and supporter, and 
a member of the alumni association, Stanford was 
always his home away from home. Recognizing the 
accomplished elder and alumnus he was, the Native 
American Cultural Center at Stanford honored 
him by inducting him into its Multicultural 
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2015. His love of the 
outdoors and family showed during his entire life 
-- from Yosemite backcountry camping with his 
children (all younger than 10!) to celebrating more 
recent birthdays with extended family at Lake 
Tahoe.

Towards the end of his life he was known to 
pause and wonder at the depth and breadth of the 
life he had lived, saying,  “Look at what that young 
kid from San Diego managed to do.”

Troy was preceded in death by his first wife, Ann, 
and his cousin Gene Moore. He is survived by his 
children, Troy W. Barbee III of Sunnyvale, Michael 
G. Barbee of La Manzanilla, Mexico, Christopher 
A. Barbee of Sunnyvale, Rebecca A. Barbee of Palo 
Alto; his second wife, Wendy Smith of Palo Alto, 
their son Jacob J. Bowland of Anderson, South 
Carolina, and four grandchildren.  We will miss 
his sense of humor and boundless love for vanilla 
ice cream.

A private family service has been held. A 
celebration of Troy’s life will be held on the 
Stanford campus on Sunday, March 15, 2020 at 
2pm at Jimmy V’s Sports Cafe, located at 641 
Campus Drive, Stanford, CA.  All are welcome.  
In lieu of flowers, the family suggests donations 
in his memory to the Native American Cultural 
Center at Stanford (http://nacc.stanford.edu) or 
the Yosemite Conservancy (http://yosemite.org).

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Troy W. Barbee, Jr.
July 7, 1937 - November 20, 2019

Forensic Science International. So 
the contact would have happened 
within 24 hours of Perlov’s death 
he said. 

After Kellogg established the 
DNA profiles for Perlov and the 
unknown male, investigators 
identified Getreu as a potential 
suspect. Investigators have previ-
ously stated they used an outside 
firm to seek a match through fa-
milial DNA databases.

To get Getreu’s DNA, Santa 
Clara County sheriff’s Detective 
Noe Cortez said he and another 
detective followed the Hayward 
resident and his wife and re-
trieved disposable coffee cups 
they threw into a trash bin. DNA 
tests on Getreu’s cup and a cheek 
swab taken from him after his 
arrest matched the DNA found 
under Perlov’s nails, Kellogg 
testified.

The probability of the DNA 
found under Perlov’s right hand 
nails coming from anyone else 
other than Getreu is 1 in 65 sep-
tillion, he said. The probability 
of the DNA found under Perlov’s 
left hand nails coming from an-
other contributor other than Get-
reu is 1 in 10 billion. 

At Tuesday’s hearing, Presiding 
Judge Linda R. Clark ruled there 
was enough evidence to hold Get-
reu for trial on charges of murder 

and charge of murder with the 
intent of perpetrating a rape or 
sexual assault.

Getreu pleaded not guilty to 
the charges in December. He re-
mains in the county’s Main Jail 
in San Jose without bail. His next 
court date is Feb. 18, when he 
will appear for arraignment on 
the charges.

Getreu is also facing a murder 
charge in San Mateo County for 
the 1974 strangulation death of 
Janet Ann Taylor, whose body 
was found on Sand Hill Road in 
a ditch on Stanford University 
property. He pleaded not guilty 
to Taylor’s murder in June 2019. 
A judge in San Mateo County 
Superior Court last December 
found there was enough evidence 
to hold him for trial.

He was also convicted of rape 
and murder in 1964 for the 1963 
rape and murder of Margaret 
Williams, a teenager in Ger-
many, where their fathers were 
stationed on a military base, ac-
cording to news stories from that 
time. Getreu, who was 18, was 
sentenced to 10 years in prison. 
He returned to the United States 
in the late 1960s, living in Ft. 
Bragg, North Carolina, before 
moving to the San Francisco Bay 
Area in 1969 or 1970, according 
to San Mateo County sheriff’s 
detectives. 

Staff Writer Sue Dremann 
can be emailed at sdremann@
paweekly.com.

Getreu
(continued from page 11)

Foothill College joins county challenge:  
House 100 homeless students in 100 days

Local residents interested in housing students can participate
by Elena Kadvany

HOUSING

F oothill College announced 
Wednesday new partner-
ships that the community 

college hopes will help Santa 
Clara County achieve an ambi-
tious goal: finding housing for 100 
homeless students in the next 100 
days.

The Los Altos Hills commu-
nity college is partnering with the 
Bill Wilson Center in San Jose 
and Catholic Charities of Santa 
Clara County to find homes for 
students, including through house 
sharing with local residents.

Foothill is joining the county’s 

“100 Day Challenge,” which cit-
ies, counties and states across the 
country are also participating in. 
Locally, the Bill Wilson Center, 
San Jose State University, West 
Valley-Mission Community Col-
lege District and Airbnb are in-
volved in the effort.

“The high cost of living in 
the Bay Area is a real barrier to 
college students successfully 
completing their studies,” April 
Henderson, Foothill College’s di-
rector of Extended Opportunities 
Programs & Services and the col-
lege’s Foster Youth and Homeless 
Student Programs, said in an an-
nouncement. “These partnerships 
are just one way for us to serve 
students facing housing insecurity 
and get them the services that they 
need.”

According to a survey, 49% 
of Foothill students experienced 
housing insecurity and 19% expe-
rienced homelessness in the past 
year. Foothill students said they 
were sharing rooms or moving in 
with other people due to financial 
constraints at a higher rate com-
pared to the national rate.

Statewide, nearly 1 in 5 com-
munity college students are either 
homeless or do not have a stable 
place to live, according to a 2019 
survey conducted by the California 
Community Colleges Chancellor’s 
Office and The Hope Center for 
College, Community, and Justice.

Student-advocates have been 
pressing Foothill to address the 
rise in students experiencing 
housing insecurity. In response, 
the community college hosted 
last June a summit on student 
homelessness to discuss possible 
solutions to the housing crisis 
with students, faculty, adminis-
trators, local elected officials, 
nonprofit leaders and others.

To support students’ basic 
needs, Foothill offers a campus 
food pantry (which serves about 

100 students every week), free 
and low-cost health services and a 
$15,000 scholarship for homeless 
or housing-insecure students to 
transfer to a four-year university.

Foothill encouraged students 
who need housing services from 
the Bill Wilson Center and Cath-
olic Charities to contact Hender-
son at AboutHousing@fhda.edu. 
Students can also refer them-
selves to the Bill Wilson Center 
by filling out an online form.

The Bill Wilson Center also 
offers meals, showers, laundry, 
transitional housing programs, 
counseling and one-time fund-
ing for young people between 
the ages of 18 and 24 years old 
who are homeless or at risk of 
homelessness and don’t have the 
financial means to find housing, 
among other services.

Local residents who have an 
available room in their home 
can also apply to host a student 
through Catholic Charities’ 
house-sharing program. The 
nonprofit screens and matches 
applicants through background 
checks, preference checklists and 
personality profiles.

Interested community mem-
bers can learn more at an infor-
mation session hosted by Foot-
hill and Catholic Charities on 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, from 6:30 
to 7:30 p.m. in the Toyon Room 
at Foothill College, 12345 El 
Monte Road, Los Altos Hills. Or 
they can call Catholic Charities 
directly at 408-325-5134. 

Staff Writer Elena Kadvany 
can be emailed at ekadvany@
paweekly.com.
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POLICE CALLS
Palo Alto
Jan. 31-Feb. 5
Theft related
Attempted residential burglaries. . . . . . 2
Fraud . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Grand theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Identity theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Shoplifting. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 7
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 6
Vehicle accident/prop damage. . . . . . . 3
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Under influence of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Miscellaneous
Animal call . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Lost property . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Misc. penal code violation . . . . . . . . . . 4
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9
Possession of stolen property . . . . . . . 1
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 3
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Warrant/other agency. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Menlo Park
Jan. 30-Feb. 4
Theft related
Petty theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle related
Abandoned auto. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Attempted theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . 4
Auto theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Bicycle theft . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Driving w/ suspended license. . . . . . . . 5
Hit and run . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Parking/driving violation . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Theft from auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vehicle accident/minor injury . . . . . . . . 4
Vehicle tow . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Alcohol or drug related
Driving under influence . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Drunk in public . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Possession of drugs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Possession of paraphernalia . . . . . . . . 3
Miscellaneous
Found property. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Info. case . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Located missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Missing person . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2
Other/misc. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7
Psychiatric subject . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Resisting arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Suspicious circumstances . . . . . . . . . . 1
Trespassing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1
Vandalism . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Warrant arrest. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Welfare check . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Pulse
A weekly compendium 
of vital statistics

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Loren A. Stein
June 12, 1957 – January 27, 2020

Loren Andrea Stein, 62, award-
winning journalist, writer, 
researcher and editor; loving wife 
to Hal Plotkin, adoring mother 
to Keira Plotkin, and affectionate 
sister to Ross, Sharon, and Allison 
Stein, died on January 27, 2020, of 
leukemia.

Loren graduated from U.C. 
Berkeley and earned an M.S. from 
Columbia. Her thesis, on regulation of genetic engineering, was 
awarded top honors and selected for special recognition by the 
Columbia School of Journalism. She worked at the Center for 
Investigative Reporting, Pacifica Radio, Metro Silicon Valley, 
Palo Alto Weekly, and as a freelancer. She sang in several jazz 
choirs, was a Big Sister in Big Brothers/Big Sisters program and 
volunteered at Planned Parenthood. Her investigative reporting 
appeared in California Lawyer, Christian Science Monitor, 
Sacramento Bee, National Law Journal, Pacific News Service, 
Time-Life News Service, PBS Lehrer NewsHour, KQED-TV, 
Columbia Journalism Review, Mother Jones, The Recorder, and 
Infoworld.

She was a researcher for the award-winning TV documentary 
series on climate change, “The Years of Living Dangerously.” She 
received first place in the 2002 California Newspaper Publishers 
Association’s Better Newspapers Contest for her Metro cover story 
“Jagged Little Pill.” She was nominated by The Boston Herald in 
the 1989 Pulitzer Prize competition for “Mothers Behind Bars.”

Loren, her husband, Hal Plotkin and daughter Keira Plotkin lived 
in Palo Alto, except for a 5-year period in Washington. D.C., a time 
they all loved, when Hal joined the Obama Administration. Loren 
was lively, happy, creative, incisive, adventurous, intellectually 
curious, kind, and deeply interested in others.

The family requests donations in Loren’s memory be made to: 
National Resources Defense Counsel (NRDC.org) or to a charity 
of your choice.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Betty was Born in Hobbs New 
Mexico October 28, 1931. She 
passed away in her home with 
her family by her side on January 
27, 2020. 

She met and married Tom 
Plemons the love of her life June 
11,1950 in Fresno.They had two 
children Brenda and Scott. They 
would be married 70 amazing 
years. She loved her family so 
much, and did everything in 
her power to make them all feel 
special. 

 They moved to Palo Alto in 1961 and started Plemons 
Construction together. Betty was active in the community 
and an avid volunteer for Children’s Hospital at Allied Arts 
Guild for over 35 years. She volunteered at the Palo Alto 
Food Closet distributing food to the homeless.

As a long time member of Palo Alto Women’s Golf 
Association, she worked on the Board and planned many 
events, luncheons and birthday celebrations. 

 Betty and Tom loved to travel and golf all over the world. 
She loved golf, sports, entertaining, traveling, decorating, 
playing bridge and going to Las Vegas. Friends describe her 
as feisty, generous, energetic, a vivacious beautiful person.

 Betty was a loving gracious wife, mother, grandmother, 
aunt and friend. She loved life and all of its celebrations, Tom 
and Betty hosted many parties and events in their home. 

 Betty is survived by her husband Tom Plemons, son Scott 
Plemons and wife Siobhan , daughter Brenda Davis and 
husband Lynn, grandchildren Kelly Davis, Derek Plemons, 
Jason Plemons and Jordon Plemons, her Sister Robbie 
Stinson and many beloved nieces and nephews. She is 
proceeded in death by her sister Audrey Barker and brother 
Ogden Thompson. She was truly loved and will be dearly 
missed.

 Betty loved to party and requested a party in her honor be 
given at Sharon Heights Golf and Country Club. The party 
will be on Thursday, February 13, 2:00-6:00 pm at Sharon 
Heights Golf and Country Club, 2900 Sand Hill Road, 
Menlo Park, CA 94025.

 Light food and drinks will be served. In lieu of flowers 
please consider a donation to Lucile Packard Children’s 
Hospital Stanford https://supportlpch.org/

Betty Nell Plemons
October 28, 1931 – January 27, 2020

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Fred Dorn
March 28, 1940 – December 25, 2019

Fred Dorn, a 35-year 
resident of East Palo Alto, 
died on Christmas Day, 2019, 
of heart failure. Fred was 
born in Baltimore, Maryland 
and grew up in Houston, 
Texas. After graduating from 
the University of Texas with 
a BA In Anthropology, Fred 
joined the Peace Corps in 
1965 where he met his wife, 
Midge. He taught English and 
learned to read and write Thai 
in a small town in northern Thailand. When he returned 
to the United States, he became a technical writer and 
worked for several Bay Area technology companies. He 
retired in 2001.

Fred was always curious and had many interests 
including photography, music, ham radios, building 
computers, and traveling to Mexico to study Spanish. He 
also enjoyed being in community theater productions at 
Menlo Players Guild including Bus Stop, Once Upon a 
Mattress and Annie Get Your Gun. He particularly loved 
performing in musicals and often sang the songs at home. 
Fred loved his family and they all enjoyed spending time 
together, sharing lots of laughter.

In 2017 Fred and Midge moved to Davis, California. 
In the last year, he had several falls eventually leading to 
his death. He is survived by his wife of 51 years and his 
daughters, Lisa and Erin.

There will be a memorial service for friends and family 
from 2 to 4 PM February 22 at Yolo Hospice, 1909 Galileo 
Court, Davis.

Go to  
PaloAltoOnline.com/ 

calendar

Looking  
for something 
to do?

Check out the Weekly’s  
Community Calendar  
for the Midpeninsula.

are going on in your city!
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Patricia Joanne  
Clay Marquis

Patricia Joanne Clay Marquis, a 
public health nurse, died on Jan. 26 
due to complications from a stroke. 
She was 90.

Born on April 4, 
1929, in Lansing, 
Michigan, she and 
her sister Priscilla 
Harden were raised 
by their biological 
mother, Dorothy 
Linebaugh Gibbs, 
during her early childhood. Later, 
due to economic pressures of the 
Great Depression, she was adopted 
by her mother’s first cousin, Ethelyn 
Clay and husband, Darwin Clay. 

After she graduated from nursing 
school she earned a master’s degree 
with a focus in maternal child health 
and nutrition from the University of 
Michigan. There, she met John Mar-
quis and married him in 1959.

When her husband was offered a 
job at the Veteran’s Administration, 
they moved to California. Their 
three children were born in Palo 
Alto.

During the 1970s, she opened the 
Blue Corn Indian Arts Store, but 
after it closed, she tried to return to 
nursing. Unable to find work as a 
registered nurse, she and her friend 

were motivated to start a nonprofit 
Options for 50 Plus, which assisted 
older workers in fnding employ-
ment. She also ran her nephew’s 
Indian jewelry store and helped run 
an online business.

She and her husband were life-
long social activists. They par-
ticipated in the anti-war movement 
during the Vietnam War, joined 
the Watchdog Committee of the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
and helped found the Ecology Cen-
ter in Berkeley. They also formed 
the Behavior Change Corporation 
to research ways to help individuals 
learn to drink moderately. And as 
a fervent feminist, she taught pro-
gressive muscle relaxation classes 
to pregnant women. She also vol-
unteered for the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services Head 
Start program, teaching kids how to 
cook a nutritious breakfast.

Beyond social activism and vol-
unteering, she reglularly traveled 
with her family. In her community, 
she was the president of the Stanford 
Faculty Women’s Club and chair of 
its mystery book club and cuisine 
club.

In June 2019, she reconnected 
and remained in touch with her 
eldest daughter, Martha Hardin 
Thompson, whom she had given 
up for adoption prior to meeting 

her husband.
Predeceased by her husband in 

2016, she is survived by her four 
children, Martha Thompson of 
Sugarloaf Key, Neil Marquis of 
Berkeley, Priscilla Marquis of San 
Francisco and Paul Marquis of 
Palo Alto; daughter-in-laws, Janine 
Marquis of Berkeley and Amanda 
Marquis of Palo Alto; son-in-
law, Kim Thompson of Sugarloaf 
Key; six grandchildren; and seven 
great-grandchildren.

A celebration of her life will be 
held at her home, 3511 Ross Road, 
Palo Alto, on Saturday Feb.15. In 
lieu of flowers, donations can be 
made to the ACLU, MoveOn.org or 
Planned Parenthood. 

Mark Harris Georgia
Mark Harris Georgia, industrial 

designer and longtime Palo Alto 
resident, died on Dec. 21. He was 81.

Born on Nov. 11, 
1938, in Bingham-
ton, New York, he 
received a degree 
in industrial design 
from the University 
of Bridgeport after 
serving the U.S. 
Army. He worked 
as a product and industrial designer 
for Creative Playthings and Tupper-
ware, then moved to California 
where he worked at various design 
firms and in sales and management.

A gifted artist, he designed and 
built many scale models. At home, 
he created porches, decks and gar-
den walls, completing many home-
improvement projects. 

In 1976, he married his wife, Ro-
mola, and later became a devoted 
parent to his two daughters Annette 
and Gaelyn.

He also constantly volunteered, 
lending a hand to his wife’s work, 
designing and building a memorial 
bench for former colleague, lead-
ing the “Worms Eat My Lunch” 
composting project at Ohlone El-
ementary School and working on 
the straw bale building that greets 
visitors at Hidden Villa farm in Los 
Altos Hills. In addition, he designed 
and laid out the new offices for lo-
cal nonprofits Common Ground and 
Connexions.

All who spent time with Mark 
were touched by his humor, joy, 
warmth, kindness and enthusiastic 
friendliness, according to his family. 

In 2014, after several years of 
neurological difficulties, he was 
diagnosed with a rare form of Al-
zheimer’s disease.

He is survived by his wife, Ro-
mola Georgia; brothers, Charles, 
Richard, Stephen and Chip Georgia; 
sister, Constance Georgia; daugh-
ters Annette and Gaelyn and their 
spouses; and three grandchildren.

A memorial celebration will be 
held on Feb. 16, 3 p.m., at the Uni-
tarian-Universalist Church, 505 E. 
Charleston Road, Palo Alto.

In lieu of flowers, memorial con-
tributions can be made in Mark’s 
name to the ToDo Institute (todoin-
stitute.com) in Monkton, VT. 

Transitions
Births, marriages and deaths

Lauretta Rose Cappiello
February 20, 1922 – January 28, 2020

Lauretta (Laurie) Cappiello, 
age 97 (just shy of her 98th 
birthday) died on January 
28th, at her home in Palo 
Alto. Laurie was born in 
the Bronx, NY, to Anthony 
Cappiello and Maria 
Cappiello (nee Porcelli), the 
4th of 6 children. With only 
a high school education and 
limited college vocational 
training in bookkeeping, she 
and her sister Ginny went on 
to run two very successful 
businesses. The first, The Laurie Gene Shop, they 
opened in Yonkers, NY, after the war, was a lingerie 
shop that they sold for a profit when they moved out 
to California. In 1947, Laurie moved with her sister 
and parents and settled in Palo Alto, CA. In 1948, they 
purchased an existing office supply business and began 
University Art Center. Struggling at first, Laurie held 
an accounting job in order to help pay bills and keep 
food on the table. In 1957, their father passed away and 
Ginny got married and started her family and Laurie 
shouldered on building the business. When Ginny 
returned in the 1970’s, the two worked to build the 
business to 5 thriving locations. During this heyday, 
they were admired as pioneers in the art materials 
industry and Laurie became the first women elected 
to the board of directors of the National Art Materials 
Trade Association in 1977, and was elected into the 
Hall of Fame in 1990. University Art and all who have 
worked, and continue to work there became Laurie’s 
love and family of which she has always been fiercely 
protective until the end. Laurie loved travelling, the 
beach, photography, painting and gardening. Laurie was 
not only a pioneer in business, but in how she lived her 
life. She turned to homeopathy early in life after suffering 
from an illness that caused temporary paralysis. She was 
an early “juicer”, she took daily supplements, exercised 
and did yoga. She never married and never had children, 
but became godmother to most of her nieces and nephews 
and adopted many stray humans and dogs that needed 
help or a home.

Laurie is predeceased by her parents Anthony and 
Maria Cappiello and her siblings: Matt Cappiello 
(Felicia), Marie Mayfield (Frank), Stan Cappiello 
(Lee), Virginia Biondi (Raymond), Joseph Cappiello 
(Barbara). She is survived by her many nieces, nephews, 
grand nieces, grand nephews, employees and her dog 
Missy.

Funeral services are through Cusimano Mortuary 
in Mountain View. In place of f lowers, donations  
may be made to Catholic Charities of Santa Clara 
County; Palo Alto Art Center Foundation; San Jose 
Museum of Art.
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Mary Ann Southam (Currie)
On January 20, 2020, Mary 

Ann Southam, age 79, passed 
away at Sunrise Palo Alto due to 
complications of liver cancer. She 
was born in Bagley, Minnesota, 
to Archibald and Lillian Currie. 
Due to her father’s rising career as 
an educator, the family moved to 
Mahtomedi, Evansville, and Garden City, Minnesota, before 
relocating, in 1954, to Tustin, California.

After graduation from Tustin Union High School, Mary 
attended UCLA, where she earned her BS and MS degrees in 
kinesiology. She spent the following years as a teacher and 
school administrator before entering Stanford University and 
obtaining her PhD in Behavioral Healthcare. This led to a 20-
year career as Vice-President at ALZA/Johnson and Johnson 
in Palo Alto, California, where she oversaw the clinical 
development of the world’s first transdermal fentanyl drug 
delivery product. Mary is credited with 12 publications and 14 
patents. She has been retired since 2004.

In August 2019, Mary and her best friend and loving husband 
James Southam celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary. 
They have enjoyed a life filled with the pleasures of world travel, 
good food and fine wine, dancing, Stanford football tailgate 
parties, theater, opera and loving friends. Mary was an avid 
supporter of the Stanford women’s basketball team. In fact, she 
attended her last game a week before her death, despite flagging 
energy and difficulty with ambulation.

Mary is survived by her loving husband Jim, sister Margaret 
Wegner (Stan Wegner), niece Anne Harding, and nephew 
Robert Wegner.

At Mary’s request, no services are planned. A celebration of 
life will be scheduled later this spring. Donations may be sent 
to the American Cancer Society or to a charity of your choice.

The City Council of the Town of Atherton, at its meeting of February 19, 
2020, will consider the adoption of an Ordinance of the City Council of 
the Town of Atherton, State of California, Amending Chapter 8.04.050, 
Residential Alarm Fees.
The full text of the proposed Ordinance is available for review or purchase 

(650) 752-0529.
/s/ Anthony Suber 
____________________________
Anthony Suber
City Clerk
Town of Atherton
Dated:  February 7, 2020

NOTICE OF ORDINANCE 
PROPOSED ADOPTION BY THE 

CITY COUNCIL OF THE TOWN OF ATHERTON
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PALO ALTO $25,000,000

PALO ALTO   $9,025,000

LOS ALTOS  $8,600,000

Sold! 
exceptional views! 6BD/6.5BA on one of the largest lots in
Palo Alto. Sold with multiple offers.

PALO ALTO $6,800,000

Set on a quiet clu-de-sac on one of the most desirable streets in 

MENLO PARK   $5,895,000

Coming Soon! Elegant tri-level home on a sought-after street in 

MENLO PARK  CALL FOR PRICE

PALO ALTO   $12,000,000

Coming Soon! 
contemporary new custom construction in sought after Sharon 

MENLO PARK   CALL FOR PRICE

Compass Winter Campaign

Carol Carnevale 
& Nicole Aron

650.740.7954

00952657

John Forsyth James 

Dana McCue

DRE # 01749772

Elizabeth Elliott 
Maulick

e.maulick@compass.com

Mandy Montoya & 
Monica Corman

650.465.5971

Vic Thadhani 
650.505.8665

vic.thadhani@compass.
com

DRE # 02072511

Derk Brill
650.814.0478

derk@derkbrill.com

Coming Soon! New Modern Napa style farmhouse completed in 

Sold! 
Represented 

buyer.

Dana McCue
 

dana.mccue@compass.
com
DRE # 01749772

Sold! East Coast inspired estate set on a rare 1/2 acre lot. 

Sherry Bucolo & 
Christy Giuliacci

01506761



Coming Soon! Quintessential Leland Manor Home! 5 bedrooms 

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! New home blending classic Mediterranean outside with 
chic contemporary design inside. All built with extraordinary 
construction methods rarely found in Palo Alto.

PALO ALTO   $4,800,000

Sold! 

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 
in Green Gables area. Updated kitchen. Master suite w/ vaulted 
ceilings. Represented buyer.

PALO ALTO   $4,600,000

Jane Wei
650.788.7861

jane@janewei.com
DRE # 01994669

Coming Soon! 

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Julie Tsai Law
650.799.8888

julie@julietsailaw.com

Sold! 
boasts a stunning view of the bay and surrounding hillside. This 

square foot lot off a serene street.

LOS ALTOS HILLS  CALL FOR PRICE

Julie Tsai Law
650.799.8888 

julie@julietsailaw.com

compass.com
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Sold! Sophisticated elegance in prime Community Center location. 

Compass Concierge program makes it easy and hassle-free to 
sell your home for TOP dollar.

PALO ALTO   $4,900,000 PALO ALTO   $4,398,000

Nadr Essabhoy
650.248.5898

nadr.essabhoy@
compass.com

Sophie Tsang
 

sophie@compass.com 

Jenny Teng
650.245.4490 
jenny.teng@compass.com

Arti Miglani
650.804.6942
arti@artimiglani.com
DRE # 01150085

Sherry Bucolo & 
Christy Giuliacci

01506761
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Coming Soon! 

SAN CARLOS   CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! 
spacious bedrooms and two baths. Recently remodeled and 

garage. Paly High School.

PALO ALTO  $3,895,000

Sold! Charming Home in Green Gables Neighborhood with 

PALO ALTO   $3,888,000

Coming Soon! 
lot. perfect for remodel or build new.

MENLO PARK  CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 

PALO ALTO  $3,750,000

Sold! 

Chef’s kitchen. Spacious great room with private balcony.

PALO ALTO  $3,600,000

Coming Soon! 

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! 

Meticulously maintained.

LOS ALTOS   $3,800,000

Compass Winter Campaign

Alan Dunckel
 

alan.dunckel@
compass.com

Greg Celotti & 
Candi Athens

Kathleen Wilson

kathleen.wilson@
compass.com

Umang Sanchorawala

usanchor@compass.com

Charlene Chang
 

Harry Chang
 

Alan Dunckel
 

alan.dunckel@
compass.com

Kathleen Wilson

kathleen.wilson@
compass.com

Adela Gildo-
Mazzon

amazzon@compass.com



Shari Ornstein

shari.ornstein@compass.
com

 
cul-de-sac has coveted schools.

MENLO PARK  CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! 

PALO ALTO CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 

PALO ALTO   $3,400,000

Sold! Award-Winning home in desirable Professorville 

outdoor entertaining. 

PALO ALTO   CALL FOR PRICE

Supriya Gavande

supriya.gavande@
compass.com

Sold! 

PALO ALTO  $3,300,000

Denise Simons

denise.simons@compass.
com

Sold! 

an all cash offer and closed within 10 days.

PALO ALTO   $3,195,000

Arti Miglani

arti@artimiglani.com

compass.com
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Sold! Charming new construction near California Ave. Quality 

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! 

PALO ALTO   CALL FOR PRICE

Sophie Tsang

sophie@compass.com

Carol Li
 

cli@compass.com

Leika Kejriwal
 

Arti Miglani
 

Denise Simons
 

Umang 
Sanchorawala
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Sold! 

garden. Perfect for entertaining. Represented buyer.

ATHERTON   CALL FOR PRICE

Stephanie Hewitt
650.619.7885
stephanie.hewitt@
compass.com
DRE # 00967034

Sold! 

Professorville neighborhood. 

PALO ALTO  $3,095,000

Supriya Gavande
650.556.3890
supriya.gavande@
compass.com
DRE # 01856590

Sold! Located in Sought after Old Palo Alto.  Brand new 4 
bedroom and 3 bathroom home with modern high-end luxurious 

and top-rated schools.

PALO ALTO   CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 
overlooking the greenbelt.

PALO ALTO  $3,000,000

Carol Carnevale 
& Nicole Aron

650-465-5958
CarolAndNicole@

compass.com 

00952657

Coming Soon! Elegantly remodeled & expanded home near 

PALO ALTO  $2,999,000

Coming Soon! 

REDWOOD CITY   $2,938,000

Sophie Tsang
650.687.7388

sophie@compass 
DRE # 01399145

bathroom home perches on a quiet street walkable to Redwood 

REDWOOD CITY   $3,100,000

Sold! This updated home is located on a desirable quiet street 

backyard perfect for entertaining family and friends.  

SAN CARLOS CALL FOR PRICE

Compass Winter Campaign

Lori Buecheler
650.387.2716

lori.buecheler@compass.
com

DRE # 01859485

Julie Tsai Law 
650.799.8888

julie@julietsailaw.com 
DRE # 01339682

Anna Park
650.387.6159
anna.park@compass.
com
DRE # 01473188

Liz Rhodes & 
Michele Harkov

650.773.1332
lizandmichele@compass.
com



Adela Gildo-Mazzon
650.714.0537
amazzon@compass.com 
DRE # 01371327

Sold! Charming farmhouse-style home perfectly located in Los 
Altos near top schools and shopping areas. 3 bedrooms and 3 full 

LOS ALTOS   $2,900,000

Alan Dunckel
650.400.0327
alan.dunckel@compass.
com
DRE # 00866010

Coming Soon! 

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Arti Miglani
650.804.6942
arti@artimiglani.com
DRE # 01150085

Coming Soon! 

room and a family room. Remodeled Kitchen and bathroom. A 
MUST SEE!

PORTOLA VALLEY   $2,750,000

in peaceful setting.

WOODSIDE   $2,749,000

Siobhan 
O’Sullivan 

650-776-5445
sos@osullivanteam.com 

DRE # 01298824

Sold! Beautiful prime Midtown home nestled on a quiet tree lined 

PALO ALTO   CALL FOR PRICE

sq ft lot.

PALO ALTO $2,700,000

compass.com
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Coming Soon! 

outstanding schools!  

PALO ALTO   $2,895,000

with natural setting!

PALO ALTO  $2,700,000

Greg Celotti & 
Candi Athens

650.504.2824

01973120

Carol Carnevale 
& Nicole Aron

650-465-5958
CarolAndNicole@

compass.com 

00952657

Supriya Gavande
650.556.3890

supriya.gavande@
compass.com

DRE # 01856590

Stacey Woods
650.793.4583 

DRE # 02002137

Ray Hogue
650.964.3722  

DRE # 01980343
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Sold! 
bedroom home is surrounded by mature trees in a very private setting 
with award-winning Los Altos schools.  Represented buyer.

LOS ALTOS   $2,670,000

Tasneem Fatima
650.799.0404
tasneem.fatima@
compass.com
DRE # 00916894

Sold! Spacious 6 bedroom home in Saratoga with top Cupertino 
schools. Represented buyer.

SARATOGA  $2,611,000

Coming Soon! 
home on 1.17 acres in a private and serene setting with spectacular 
views!

REDWOOD CITY   CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 
Alto. Boasting lots of natural light and beautiful garden and patios 

PALO ALTO   $2,600,000

Sold! 

windows providing abundant natural light.

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! Entering the home from the landscaped fenced in front yard 
you are greeted with soaring ceilings and open living space. Kitchen 
and family room take up the back of the open living area along with 
beautiful view.

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! Desirable Midtown location. Beautiful ranch style home with 

dining. 

PALO ALTO  CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 

MOUNTAIN VIEW  CALL FOR PRICE

Compass Winter Campaign

Supriya Gavande

supriya.gavande@
compass.com
DRE # 01856590

Lori Buecheler

lorib@compass.com
DRE # 01859485

Greg Celotti & 
Candi Athens

Nancy Mott 
& Jennifer 

Buentrostro

Julie Tsai Law 
650.799.8888

julie@julietsailaw.com

Anna Park
 

anna.park@compass.
com

Anna Park
 

anna.park@compass.
com



Derk Brill
650.814.0478 
derk.brill@compass.com

Sold! Charming 40’s era bungalow updated to today’s standards. 

schools.

MENLO PARK  $2,385,000

Michele Harkov

michele.harkov@
compass.com 

roses line the driveway culminating in a front spacious courtyard 

REDWOOD CITY   $2,298,000

Coming Soon! Exceptional executive family home on prestigious 
Nevada Ave in walking distance to downtown Willow Glen.

SAN JOSE   $2,295,000

Sold! 

MENLO PARK  $2,200,000

Sold! 

PALO ALTO  $2,125,000

Sold! 

Stanford and commute routes.

MENLO PARK  $2,055,000

compass.com
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Sold! 

MENLO PARK   $2,300,000 PALO ALTO  $2,150,000

Ted Paulin

ted.paulin@compass.com

Jean-Luc Laminette

jllaminette@compass.
com 
DRE # 01847917

Nancy Mott 
& Jennifer 

Buentrostro

Mandy Montoya & 
Monica Corman

650.465.5971

Denise Simons 
 

denise.simons@
compass.com

Derk Brill 
650.814.0478 

derk.brill@compass.
com
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Coming Soon! 

MOUNTAIN VIEW   CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! 

baths.

FOSTER CITY  $1,998,000

Coming Soon! 
bedroom. Excellent location and tastefully updated. Enjoy great 

MOUNTAIN VIEW   CALL FOR PRICE

Charming custom built home in Cupertino School District. Close 
to all three public schools plus Hebrew Day School. Excellent 

SUNNYVALE   $1,898,000

Pat Kalish 
 

pat.kalish@compass.com

Coming Soon! 

SAN JOSE  $1,700,000

Sold! 

MENLO PARK   $1,700,000

in the building and one of the few with a coveted expansive patio.

PALO ALTO  $1,998,000

Fantastic Cupertino duplex. Close to all the conveniences and 
Apple campuses. Excellent Cupertino Schools. Each unit offers 

CUPERTINO  $1,890,000

Compass Winter Campaign

Shelly Roberson
 

shelly.roberson@
compass.com 

Mandy Montoya & 
Monica Corman

Harry Chang

Charlene Chang

Lynne Mercer
 

Lmercer@compass.com 

Sophie Tsang

sophie@compass 

Liz Rhodes & 
Michele Harkov

com

Vic Thadhani 
650.505.8665

vic.thadhani@compass.
com



Sold! 

MOUNTAIN VIEW   CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 

PALO ALTO   CALL FOR PRICE

New listing: luxurious and convenient lifestyle condo with 1756 

MILLBRAE   $1,590,000

Coming Soon! 

REDWOOD CITY  CALL FOR PRICE

Sold! 

REDWOOD CITY  $1,499,000

Sold! 

SARATOGA  $1,430,000

compass.com
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Sold! 
baths. 

SUNNYVALE   $1,625,000

carpet.

LOS ALTOS  $1,530,000

Lynne Mercer
 

Lmercer@compass.com 

Adela Gildo-
Mazzon

Julie Tsai Law 
650.799.8888
julie@julietsailaw.com 

Karen Young 
 

karen.young@
compass.com 

Greg Celotti & 
Candi Athens

Shelly Roberson
 

shelly.roberson@
compass.com 

Adela Gildo-
Mazzon

Ling Lau

ling.lau@compass.com
DRE # 01177889
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Coming Soon! Just perfect 2/2 one story Townhome.

PALO ALTO   $1,400,000

Sold! Fabulous home in the Willows neighborhood. 2 bedrooms 
and 1 bath. 

MENLO PARK  $1,338,000

Andrea Schultz
650.575.3632
andrea.schultz@
compass.com
DRE #01196243

Coming Soon! 

expansion.

SAN CARLOS   CALL FOR PRICE

PACIFICA  $1,298,000

in the heart of downtown Palo Alto. Adults 55+ enjoy amenities 
of a 5-star resort.

PALO ALTO   $995,000

Sold! 

SAN JOSE  CALL FOR PRICE

Coming Soon! Enjoy luxury living at The Hamilton in downtown 

luxurious community for adults 55+ offers world class amenities 
while being just steps to vibrant University Avenue.

PALO ALTO $1,350,000

Coming Soon! 3 bed/2ba Cambrian starter home close proximity 

SAN JOSE   CALL FOR PRICE

Compass Winter Campaign

Pam Page
650.400.5061
pam.page@compass.
com
DRE # 00858214

Adela Gildo-
Mazzon
650.714.0537
amazzon@compass.com
DRE # 01371327

Michele Harkov 
& Liz Rhodes

650.722.3000

01179852

Stacey Woods
650.793.4583 

DRE # 02002137

Ray Hogue
650.964.3722  

DRE # 01980343

Mandy Montoya & 
Monica Corman

650.823.8212 
650.465.5971

Stacey Woods
650.793.4583.

stacey.woods@compass.
com

DRE # 02002137

rancher has what you’re looking for. Conveniently located in close 

a quick commute to nearby San Francisco or Silicon Valley.

Sherry Bucolo & 
Christy Giuliacci

650.380.5989

01506761
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T he Bay Area has an afford-
ability crisis, with Palo Alto 
businesses closing their 

doors or relocating to more afford-
able markets, as seen in daily news 
stories and empty storefronts. Yet, 
the cost of doing business in Palo 
Alto could get more expensive, 
since the City Council has been 
exploring options to place a busi-
ness tax measure on the November 
2020 ballot. 

At its meeting on Jan. 27, the 
City Council directed city staff 
to develop a detailed tax proposal 
based on an employee headcount 
approach, which in essence will 
be a tax on jobs in Palo Alto. This 
tax structure would affect all busi-
nesses but would disproportion-
ately impact smaller businesses 
that only operate in Palo Alto. By 
taxing businesses based on their 
Palo Alto headcount, larger com-
panies may choose not to hire lo-
cally in Palo Alto. Small and me-
dium sized businesses would have 
an extra financial burden. 

Our local businesses will inevi-
tably add this additional tax cost 
to their prices, so ultimately Palo 
Alto residents will be adversely 
affected, too. Small businesses 
that cannot pass along additional 
costs might have to close their 
businesses entirely. And a busi-
ness tax would impose a costly 
compliance burden on Palo Alto 
businesses and significant admin-
istrative costs on the city. 

A reduction in business vitality 

across all sec-
tors will have 
negative effects 
for everyone, 
including resi-
dents. Instead 
of exploring op-
tions to tax local 
businesses, the 
council should 
support a stable 
business environment which is 
crucial to our local economy and 
a necessary component to ensur-
ing everyone has the opportunity 
to thrive.

It is an odd time for the City 
Council to pursue a business tax 
because the city’s finances are in 
very good condition. Palo Alto’s 
long-range financial forecast that 
was released at the end of last year 
indicated city revenues would rise 
by 7%, or $9.8 million, in the up-
coming fiscal year. This dramatic 
growth is due in part to tax rev-
enue generated by businesses. 

The business community is 
making substantial contributions 
to the fiscal health of the city. 
Stephen Levy, director and senior 
economist of the Center for Con-
tinuing Study of the California 
Economy in Palo Alto, reviewed 
the fiscal impact study prepared 
for the city’s Comprehensive Plan 
and found that “Most sales tax rev-
enues come from visitors and busi-
nesses, not residents. In 2015 the 
study reports 48% of sales tax rev-
enue came from visitor spending, 

41% from local employees and 
business spending and 11% from 
local households.” Additionally, 
Levy wrote, “Although it was 
not covered in the fiscal study, it 
is true that the recent growth in 
infrastructure funding has come 
from the increase in the transient 
occupancy tax paid mainly by 
businesses and visitors.” A busi-
ness tax could jeopardize this sig-
nificant and consistent source of 
revenue. 

Another concern for Palo Alto 
taxpayers is the city’s poor track 
record of managing taxpayer 
funds. The City Council made the 
case to voters in 2014 and 2018 
that it needed to pass hotel taxes 
to fund critical infrastructure up-
grades, including a new downtown 
parking garage. In February 2019, 
the City Council ignored its prom-
ise to construct the parking garage 
and decided not to honor its com-
mitment to the voters. The parking 
garage would have been pivotal for 
addressing our community’s traf-
fic congestion and parking issues. 
This history raises the question 

of whether the 
funds generated 
by a new busi-
ness tax would 
in fact fund 
these projects. 

We have ob-
served this 
process that be-
gan in the City 
Council in April 

2019, where most of the council’s 
focus has been on designing a tax 
rather than on assessing city needs 
that would justify a specific level 
of additional business taxes. The 
city is generating budget surpluses 
due to a strong local economy and 
significant taxes already in place. 
In this process the City Council 
has authorized additional spend-
ing up to $179,125 to conduct poll-
ing and outreach in order to design 
a business tax system that is most 
likely to be acceptable to enough 
voters to pass, yet without identi-
fying the need it is trying to meet. 
If the council had started with a 
focus on opportunities to improve 
the business climate in Palo Alto, 
there would be a much better 
chance of gaining the support of 

the business community and vot-
ers as well.

Ultimately, if the City Council 
moves forward with placing the 
tax on the ballot, the voters will 
have the chance to weigh in. This 
is not the first time the council 
has pursued a similar jobs tax. 
In 2009, Palo Alto voters over-
whelmingly rejected a similar 
measure that would have taxed 
companies based on employee 
headcounts. The council should 
take note of that election result 
and realize that Palo Alto voters 
do not want to burden the busi-
nesses in their city with higher 
costs that will only be passed 
along to them.

Instead of rushing to place a 
business tax on the ballot, the City 
Council should invest its time in 
working with diverse stakehold-
ers on alternatives that could 
strengthen our local economy by 
supporting and retaining our lo-
cal businesses. We strongly urge 
the City Council to forego placing 
a business tax on the November 
2020 ballot. Our community de-
serves a solution that works for 
everyone, not just City Hall. 

Guest Opinion
Business tax will harm Palo Alto

by Judy Kleinberg, Dan Kostenbauder and Brad Ehikian

The trench option

Editor,
Kudos and thanks to XCAP 

(the Expanded Community Ad-
visory Panel) for their thought-
ful proposals and the countless 
hours they have spent in re-
searching, analyzing and dis-
cussing the different rail grade 
separations.

Water flows from the foot-
hills towards the Bay. Visualize 
an underground dam parallel to 
Alma (also known as the trench 
option). What will that do to the 
water flowing towards the Bay? 
Block it, of course. Flood risk 
will increase for properties west 
of Alma. With less water flowing 
underground, properties east of 
Alma could face a dying canopy 
and landscape.

The trench option requires that 
the creeks and stormwater that 
flow to the Bay be pumped over, 
under or diverted around the 
trench. This requires additional 
infrastructure. 

A good comparison between 
the different rail grade separa-
tion options should include the 
energy cost and environmental 
impacts of pumping water 24/7, 
365 days a year plus the cost 
of the infrastructure, including 
maintenance, to do so. The city 
and residents should also keep 
in mind the heightened possibil-
ity of flooding due to a power 
outage and/or insufficient pump 
capacity during a severe storm. 

Additionally, trenching or tun-
neling underground will require 
permits from Valley Water, the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 

Caltrans and who knows what 
other agencies. With all these 
agencies involved, it could be 
years before any project is ap-
proved. In the meantime, we’ll 
have gridlock. Thanks to the 
City Council for considering the 
new proposals.

Esther Nigenda
Garland Drive, Palo Alto

No on Measure G
Editor,

Measure G on the March 3 bal-
lot is a $898 million bond for the 
Foothill-DeAnza Community 
College District. While I support  
meeting critical needs for schools, 
this is not the way to do it. The 
Silicon Valley Taxpayers Associa-
tion explained in its ballot rebut-
tal how the measure is a “blank 
check” and fiscally dangerous. 

Requests for additional taxpayer 
money should be specific and 
gated. Agreeing to vague spend-
ing that will take place over de-
cades isn’t prudent.

A major point not raised by 
the association is the unfair tax 
mechanism associated with Mea-
sure G. It would tax homeowners 
$160 a year for every $1 million 
in assessed value (not market 
value) every year until 2054. 
This approach effectively doubles 
down on Proposition 13. People 
who bought property decades ago 
would pay very little tax for Mea-
sure G, further incenting them to 
hold on to their property and thus 
constraining supply of homes. 
Recent homebuyers would be 
disproportionately burdened, 
and would-be-buyers would have 
an even harder time affording a 

first home. (And don’t forget all 
these taxes are generally non-
deductible given recent tax law 
changes.) 

When I asked a Foothill board 
member why he chose the bond 
measure, his honest answer was 
it only requires a 55% approval, 
whereas a more fair parcel tax 
approach (where everyone pays 
the same) is a higher 66% thresh-
old requirement. It’s riskier and 
harder to pass.

I don’t think that’s a good rea-
son to adopt what is essentially an 
anti-housing tax initiative. 

I will not support any bond that 
exacerbates the housing shortage. 
It’s non-specific and is fiscally 
reckless given how it’s structured. 
Vote “no” on Measure G. 

Chris Robell
Emerson Street, Palo Alto

Spectrum
Editorials, letters and opinions

Letters

Judy Kleinberg is the president of the Palo Alto Chamber of 
Commerce and a former mayor of Palo Alto. Dan Kostenbauder 
is the vice president, tax policy for the Silicon Valley Leadership 
Group. Brad Ehikian is chairman of the Palo Alto Downtown 
Business and Professional Association and co-owner of Premier 
Property Management Inc. Kleinberg can be reached at Judy@
paloaltochamber.com; Kostenbauder can be emailed at 
dkostenbauder@svlg.org.
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Josh Becker, a venture capitalist for 
green businesses, a former CEO of the 

legal analytics firm Lex Machina and a 
philanthropist, has had a varied career 
path. He said it’s that very path he’s cov-
ered, one that marries experiences in the 
nonprofit, for-profit and government sec-
tors, that’s led him to run for office. 

After college, he went into consulting 
before he left to work on the ground in 
war-torn Guatemala and El Salvador. 
There, he helped rebuild homes, open a 
market and build a school.

“That experience, for me, made me 
want to make my life about service,” he 
said.

He later returned to the U.S., where he 
worked in the Washington, D.C., political 
world as a press secretary before head-
ing to Stanford, where he completed a 
joint law and business schools program. 
While there, he helped create the “Board 
of Fellows” program, which trains MBA 
students to serve on nonprofit boards.

In 2000, he created the Full Circle 
Fund. The fund focuses on making grants 
to innovative nonprofits throughout the 
Bay Area working on housing affordabil-
ity, economic opportunity, education and 
technology and which now also supports 
health and the environmental programs.

Becker’s not new to local politics. He 
ran unsuccessfully for the state Assembly 

in 2010, then started campaigning again 
in 2016 for the District 24 Assembly seat. 
He dropped out of the race after his fa-
ther fell ill. His father later died of brain 
cancer, and afterward, Becker helped to 

start a biotech company to research can-
cer cures.

He said he’s a collaborator and an in-
novator who, over the years, has taken on 
a number of varied challenges facing the 
state. He is a founding trustee at the Uni-
versity of California at Merced, serves 
on the San Mateo County County Child 
Care Partnership Council, is an appointee 
to the California State Workforce Devel-
opment Board, and is a board member of 
the local environmental nonprofit Menlo 
Spark. 

Becker said he wants to be the environ-
mental leader in the Senate, in a state he 
thinks should be a leader not only in the 
nation but the world. 

“I think what we do here has an impact 
well beyond our borders, if we get people 
like me up there who have been part of 
innovative technologies and innovative 
policy in this area,” he said.

He’s crafted a detailed environmen-
tal policy plan, saying he would push 
to make state agencies carbon neutral 
by 2030; propose incentives for people 
to buy the cleanest electric vehicles and 
disincentives to discourage people’s pur-
chase of the worst polluting vehicles; sup-
port more bike lanes; protect “community 

Josh Becker

“I’m running to be not just a 
good vote on climate change 
but to be the environmental 

climate leader in the  
state Senate.” 

O n March 3, and in the weeks 
leading up to it, the voters 
of California’s 13th Senate 

district will have a tough task. With 
seven candidates vying to become the 
district’s next Senate lawmaker, voters 
will decide which two will move on to 
the November general election ballot.

And that election will determine 
who will represent an area that has a 
vibrant population of nearly 1 million 
and is home to many of Silicon Valley’s 
largest companies. The Senate seat is 
now held by former San Mateo County 
Supervisor Jerry Hill, who is being 
termed out of office.

The candidate pool offers voters five 
Democrats, a Republican and a Liber-
tarian, though their perspectives, when 
it comes to how they would tackle the 
issues facing the region, are more nu-
anced than party lines might suggest.

They have unique areas of expertise 
and policy goals that they aim to take 
with them to Sacramento, based on past 
career, civic, nonprofit or philanthropic 
efforts.

These are among the top priorities of 
each candidate:

Josh Becker, a Democrat from Menlo 
Park, wants to help California become 
a national and international leader in 
environmental innovation.

Michael Brownrigg, a Democrat 
from Burlingame, wants to take up 
the fight for an inclusive brand of lo-
cal control that permits community 
growth.

Alex Glew, a Republican from Los 
Altos, wants to push the government to 
invest in infrastructure and get back to 
the basics of doing things people can’t 
do for themselves.

Sally Lieber, a Democrat from 
Mountain View, wants to dig into anti-
poverty policymaking in support of 
society’s underdogs.

Shelly Masur, a Democrat from 
Redwood City, wants to tackle school 
funding problems and expand afford-
able health care access.

Annie Oliva, a Democrat from Mill-
brae, spurred by a family member’s ex-
periences on the streets, wants to end 
homelessness in California.

And John Webster, a Libertarian 
from Mountain View, wants the gov-
ernment to get out of the way and let 

the free market dictate community 
outcomes.

Under California’s “top-two” prima-
ry system, the two candidates with the 
most votes, regardless of party, will ad-
vance to the general election on Nov. 3. 

The voter registration deadline for 
the primary election is Feb. 18. Regis-
ter to vote at registertovote.ca.gov. 

There are 40 state Senate districts, 
and District 13 is particularly diverse 
and multifaceted. It covers 23 cities 
and 13 unincorporated areas from 
South San Francisco to Sunnyvale and 
along the coast between north of Pa-
cifica and Año Nuevo State Park. It’s 
home to some of the world’s largest 
tech companies, venture capital firms 
and billionaires but also to coastside 
farmworkers and a growing number of 
residents struggling to make ends meet. 

Politically, it’s a Democratic strong-
hold. As of last October, 50.48% of the 
district’s voters were registered Demo-
crats, 15.05% were registered Republi-
cans, and 30.44% declared “No party 
preference,” according to the Califor-
nia Secretary of State Office. 

About 82% of the district’s residents 

live in San Mateo County, though 
the district’s most populated  city — 
Sunnyvale, with about 153,000 resi-
dents — is in Santa Clara County. 

One of the most significant tensions 
between Peninsula communities and 
their elected representatives in Sacra-
mento has been over Senate Bill 50, a 
proposed law that would have required 
cities to have relaxed zoning standards 
for housing development near transit 
and in jobs-rich areas. Although the 
bill died on the Senate floor last week, 
it raised deep questions about gover-
nance and what should be done to fix 
the problems that have come with the 
explosive job growth and stunted hous-
ing production on the Peninsula. 

Should the state intervene in local 
communities’ governance to ensure 
housing growth? To tackle homeless-
ness? To reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions? If so, how, and how forcefully?  

Those questions aren’t going any-
where. They remain at the heart of the 
District 13 race this year and ripple 
across the unique and varied priorities 
and policymaking goals each candidate 
hopes to take to Sacramento. 

Key issue: Environment
Age: 50
City: Menlo Park
Education: Williams College, 
B.A.; Stanford University, J.D., 
M.B.A.
Career: former CEO at Lex 
Machina; founder of the Full 
Circle Fund; co-founder of New 
Cycle Capital
Years in district: 20
Family: wife; two children
Key endorsements: Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, U.S. Sen. Ed Markey, 
State Sen. Jerry Hill
Campaign funds raised: 
$932,379
Independent spending: $500,000 
from Reid Hoffman through the 
Committee for a Positive Change 
in Support of Josh Becker for 
Senate 2020 

(continued on page 36)
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Mike Brownrigg is a former diplo-
mat and venture capitalist who 

now works in social impact investing 
and sits on the Burlingame City Council. 

He’s running, he said, because as a 30-
year resident of the district, “I love this 
place, and I don’t think we’re on a good 
trajectory.” 

Brownrigg grew up in Los Altos Hills 
before attending Williams College and 
later entering the foreign service. After 
working as a diplomat in Syria and Hong 
Kong, he returned to the Bay Area with 
wife Marty, a pediatrician, and they’ve 
raised their four children in Burlingame. 
He worked in finance and investment, 
most recently at Total Impact Advising, 
which he’s taken a leave of absence from 
while he’s campaigning. 

Over the past 18 years, he’s become 
more involved in local politics, first 
serving eight years on the Burlingame 
Planning Commission before beating 
incumbents to gain a City Council seat. 
He’s now in his 10th year on the council. 

His campaign strategy has involved 
meeting constituents at nearly 100 
house parties across the district, in line 
with his campaign hashtag on Twitter, 
#NeighborhoodStateSenator.

On the City Council, he’s seen the city 
through times thick and thin: He talks 
about how, early in his tenure, during 
the recession, he negotiated with labor 
groups to defer raises to bridge the eco-
nomic downturn and got the community 
to step up philanthropic contributions to 
support the library.

More recently, he said, he and his 

council colleagues worked to implement 
new zoning for a new neighborhood and 
supported an affordable housing develop-
ment in the heart of downtown Burlin-
game. The city is now on target to expand 
its housing stock by 20% over the next 
decade, he said, adding, “That’s a pro-
found accomplishment for any city.”

Seeing Burlingame through tough 
times gives him an edge over competitors 
who have led only in times of growth, he 
asserted. “We’re in the 10th year of the 

largest bull market ever, and I think there 
are a certain number of legislators who 
have never seen hard times, and I think 
hard times will come,” he said.

Based on the success of his efforts to 
add new housing in Burlingame, he’s a 
vocal proponent of local control and op-
posed SB 50.

“Nobody will push harder for respon-
sible local control than I will because I 
have 10 years of pushing back against 
bad ideas from Sacramento,” he said.

He said he emphasizes the word “re-
sponsible” because all stakeholders need 
to step up to address the housing crisis, 
and Sacramento needs to help. “I think 
local officials are not unfairly demon-
ized, but we are made to be the only 
scapegoat of the housing crisis, and that’s 
not right.”

“If we don’t get more help to invest in 
quality-of-life investments, like transit, 
like housing, like child care, then I worry 
that the Peninsula that I grew up on, that’s 
been this home of innovation and pros-
perity, will erode,” he said. “And we need 
more help from Sacramento, not less.”

For example, he said, the state could 
offer jurisdictions low- or no-cost infra-
structure money.

“It’s pretty tough politically to go to 
your residents, none of whom say, ‘I want 
more big buildings and traffic; sign me 
up for that!’ ... But you can get people 
to the point where they realize we have 
to do this because we need a place for 

The sole Republican candidate in a 
predominantly Democratic district, 

Alex Glew is an engineering consultant 
who sits on the Los Altos Design Review 
Commission and is part of the South Pen-
insula Area Republican Coalition. 

He’s also not a newcomer to local poli-
tics: In 2018, he ran for the District 24 
state Assembly seat and lost to Marc Ber-
man, with Berman earning about 76.6% 
of the votes.

Glew said his guiding principles are 
his values of freedom, liberty and choice 
and that he believes problems should “be 
first addressed by the people closest to 
the problem.”

A big part of choice, he said, is getting 
to choose one’s neighborhood.

“People buy into a neighborhood and 
raise their kids there or retire there based 
on choices, but these choices are being 
removed for them,” he said. He said that 
cities should be able to control their own 
densities — voicing opposition to the 
premise of the controversial housing bill 
SB 50.

The state should be investing in big 
infrastructure projects, like dams, trains 
and highways, he said. 

Talking about the high-speed rail proj-
ect, he said: “That a government the size 
of California ... can’t figure out how to 
plan for a train speaks to the inability of 
the government to think in a long-term 
and disciplined manner. ... It would be 
laughable if it weren’t our state and our 
people and our problems and so much 
money. It’s just sort of sad.”

Sacramento, he asserted, is out of 
touch with what people like — cars, 
single family homes and lower taxes —, 
and it spends too much time on “minus-
cule things that sort of pander to popular 

culture” rather than “the basics” of invest-
ing in transportation and water systems.

“People like cars; politicians say cars 
are bad. People like single-family homes; 
politicians say single-family homes are 
bad. People want lower taxes; the politi-
cians really don’t listen,” he said.

The lack of investment in infrastruc-
ture, even while cities have continued to 
grow, he said, has worsened the quality of 
life and made the average commute in the 
Bay Area more than an hour each way.

“Now, as all of this degrades the qual-
ity of life for the people, it affects the 
industry and it affects the economy,” 
he said. “People eventually get tired of 
commuting two hours a day and move to 
Texas or another state.

“California has a net outflow of peo-
ple who were born and raised here,” 
Glew said. “They just get fed up with 
the low quality of life. It attracts people 

who are used to a much lower quality of 
life, you know — we have a vast number 
of immigrants coming here. For them, 
this is perhaps heaven. But for the people 
who are here, it’s not.”

Regarding private sector growth, he 
said that the state and counties need 
to have clearer plans for infrastructure 
investment.

Cities continue to attract more jobs 
without creating that infrastructure, he 
noted. “The big companies are smarter 
than the local municipalities; they seem 
to always come out ahead on the deals,” 
he said.  

“I’m a Republican. I run a business. 
I’m very pro-business. But I don’t believe 
that there is a unbridled right to increase 
population just to feed workers to these 
entities.”

If a county doesn’t have an infrastruc-
ture plan to accommodate job growth, 
then another county should be eligible 
for that growth, he said.

He favors the state staying out of 
health care, preferring a marketplace ap-
proach. Citing “The Cure that Works,” a 
book by economics professor Sean Fly-
nn, he supports widespread health sav-
ings accounts and more competition to 
give people choices about where to seek 
medical services. Those services should 
come with clear price tags to help people 
make decisions about how and whether 
to save costs in seeking health services, 
he added. 

Some of his other policy goals include 
changing the state pension system to a 
defined contribution program that func-
tions more like a 401(k) system and to 
allow PG&E to face more competition. 

Alexander 
Glew

“I’m a Peninsula kid, born and 
raised. I’ve seen the changes 

and I think I know what makes 
this place special, and I think 
that gives me an advantage as 
we start to think about how 

to grow in a way that protects 
what’s special, and yet makes 
room for people, which is the 

most important thing.” 

“I’m a Republican. I run 
a business. I’m very pro-

business. But I don’t believe 
that there is an unbridled 

right to increase population 
just to feed workers  
to these entities.”  

Key issue: Local control
Age: 58
City: Burlingame
Education: Williams College, 
B.A.
Occupation: Burlingame City 
Council member, former diplomat, 
managing director at Total Impact 
Advisors (on hiatus during the 
campaign)
Years in district: 30
Family: wife; four children 
Key endorsements: Central 
County Firefighters, California 
Refuse Recycling Council 
Northern District, San Mateo 
County Supervisor David Canepa
Campaign funds raised: $815,203
Independent spending: $460,000 
from his mother, Linda Brownrigg, 
through Californians Supporting 
Brownrigg for Senate 2020

Key issue: Infrastructure
Age: 56
City: Los Altos
Education: U.C. Berkeley, B.S. and 
masters in Mechanical Engineering; 
Stanford University, masters and 
Ph.D. in Materials Science and 
Engineering
Career: Engineer
Years in district: 25
Family: Wife and three golden 
retrievers
Key endorsements: California 
GOP, Santa Clara County GOP and 
San Mateo County GOP
Campaign funds raised: $3,100
Independent spending: None
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Sally Lieber, former Mountain View 
City Council member and state as-

semblywoman, stands out among the 
candidates as the only candidate with 
experience as an elected official in the 
state Legislature. She served in the As-
sembly from 2002 to 2008. 

Her path there was a nontraditional 
one: She worked as a wallpaper hanger 
in Michigan and San Francisco for 10 
years, earned a GED and attended com-
munity college at San Francisco City 
College and Foothill Community Col-
lege before attending Stanford. She won 
a seat on the Mountain View City Coun-
cil in 1998.

During this period, she said, the state 
experienced major budget shortfalls and, 
since funding was so lean, the Assembly 
was “a slaughterhouse for good bills.”

Serving in the Assembly during that 
time taught her that a crisis can strike 
and throw off one’s legislative goals. 
“You can have the best-laid plans and an 
earthquake could happen during your 
term of office. Experience counts for a 
lot.”

Still, she said, she became known as a 
collaborator with other Assembly mem-
bers and learned from more senior poli-
cymakers such as Jackie Speier, now a 
member of Congress.

“Being there for six years was an edu-
cation,” she said. “It taught me a lot about 
the policy process.”

She set the stage to raise the minimum 

wage, worked to create the San Francisco 
Bay Restoration Authority and authored 
the state’s first bill on human traffick-
ing, the California Trafficking Victims 
Protection Act. That law made human 
trafficking a felony and assisted victims. 
Shifting funding from prosecuting wom-
en for prostitution to considering them 
to be victims of sex trafficking, she said, 
was one example of a policy shift that 
can both save the state money and yield 
better outcomes.

“There’s a lot of that that needs more 
work,” she added.

While working on statewide issues, 

she also focused on helping individuals 
in her district of about 440,000 constitu-
ents. For example, she once got Caltrans 
to remove tread marks on the road that 
a constituent believed resulted from her 
husband’s fatal car accident and found 
traumatizing.

If elected to the  Senate, she said, her 
first bill would be an anti-poverty mea-
sure. “It doesn’t do anyone good to have 
so many kids growing up in poverty in 
our state,” she said.

Regarding housing, she said she didn’t 
support SB 50 because there wasn’t 
enough affordable housing tied to it. But 
she wants to focus on other policies that 
don’t “suck all the air out of the room.”

The service workers who are now 
commuting in from the Central Valley 
and south Santa Clara County won’t al-
ways be so willing to endure the schlep, 
she asserted.

“At some point, Stockton, Fresno and 
Merced are going to become more at-
tractive for the support workers of our 
society to go ahead and work there, and 
we’re going to be in real trouble trying to 
recruit health care and home care work-
ers,” she said. “We can’t solve all of our 
housing needs by having spillover into 
agricultural areas of the Central Valley.”

A good start would be to invest in rail 
infrastructure so it takes less than two 

Redwood City Vice Mayor Shelly 
Masur brings to the candidate pool 

unique credentials as an education ex-
pert with a background in public health. 
She holds a master’s degree in public 
health and worked early in her career 
to support women’s reproductive rights. 

As founding CEO of the Californians 
Dedicated to Education Foundation, 
which she led for five years before leav-
ing earlier this year to run for office 
full time, Masur said she’s built rela-
tionships in Sacramento and regionally 
in the education sector. 

Before that, she spent 10 years on 
the school board of the Redwood City 
School District. If elected, she said, she 
hopes to work on the Senate’s educa-
tion committee. 

Education represents about half the 
state’s budget, she noted, adding that in 
the Legislature, “I think it’s important 
to have people who understand educa-
tion policy and are able to invest and 
work in it.”

“I really believe that our schools are 
the foundation for our economy and 
our democracy, and we have to invest 
in them,” she asserted. “In California, 
we’ve changed almost everything in 
education in the last eight years. We’ve 
changed how we fund our schools, how 
we assess students, how we look at how 
schools are doing.”

Yet California continues to chroni-
cally underfund its schools, she said.  

“We’ve got to continually work to-
ward moving from the bottom 10 to 
the top 10 in public education,” she 
emphasized. 

But at the same time, rather than work 
on creating new education programs 
right now, she said, the state should 
continue to pay down pension liabili-
ties for teachers and other government 
employees. When the state shifted pen-
sion costs to cities, school districts and 
employees, it created “havoc for all of 

us in local government,” she said. “It’s 
the responsibility of the state to come 
back and fund what it took away.”

As a council member in Redwood 
City, a community that has become 
a Peninsula leader in housing pro-
duction, Masur said that another key 
priority for her is getting affordable 
housing built to address the region’s 
housing crisis. 

The intersection of housing and ed-
ucation strikes home for Masur: Her 
daughter, a first-year teacher, is cur-
rently living at home because she can’t 
afford the cost of local housing.

Masur stood apart from the other 
candidates as the sole supporter of the 
revised version of SB 50.

She said that the bill’s author, Sen. 
Scott Wiener, who has endorsed her, 
was responsive to her input and that of 
other leaders in Peninsula cities when 

he made a revision to allow cities to 
develop within two years their own 
zoning plans to allow increased hous-
ing, as well as to not exempt the less 
populous counties.

Another way the state could help 
communities to build more housing is 
to offer affordable housing tax credits 
and increased support for construction 
of middle-income housing, which is 
generally difficult to finance, she said.

To tackle homelessness, Masur said, 
she favors a “housing first” approach, 
which provides housing to homeless 
people without requiring that they 
adhere to regulations such as being 
clean, sober or employed. 

“If you don’t have a home, how are 
you going to go to a regular appoint-
ment with a therapist? How are you 
going to make sure you take your 
meds every day? How are you going 
to make sure you have regular food? 
... The list is endless because you have 
to spend all your energy to think about 
where you’re going to be.” 

Masur, who has served as Redwood 
City’s representative on Caltrain’s Lo-
cal Policy Maker Group, said that one 
of her priorities is to fund grade sepa-
rations, for traffic and safety reasons

“It’s a critical piece of the puzzle 
in terms of getting people around and 
not just people who live directly on the 
Caltrain line,” she said. 

Masur said she also wants to declare 
a climate crisis and move up the state’s 
goal to reach zero carbon emissions by 
2030. She also wants to make health 
care more affordable and accessible.

“California is the fifth largest econ-
omy in the world. We should be able to 
move forward in ensuring that every-
one has access to health care in some 
way,” she said. “We all benefit when 
everyone has access to health care and 
when we don’t defer health needs. ... 
It’s just cheaper.” 

Sally Lieber

Shelly Masur

“I’m to a point in my political 
service that political footsie 

is not what I want to do 
anymore. I’m not angling for 
higher office. My interest is 
in policy and trying to make 
the machine of government 

operate better.”

“We have some of the 
wealthiest people in the world, 
and we have some very, very 
poor families. And how we 

continue to build communities 
that value everybody and 
make space for everybody 

— that’s a challenge, but it’s 
something that I’m committed 

to, that I have worked on  
my whole life.” 

Key issue: Tackling poverty
Age: 58
City: Mountain View
Education: Attended City College 
San Francisco and Foothill 
College; Stanford B.A.
Occupation: Volunteer and 
consultant with community 
organizations
Years in district: 26 
Family: husband, dog
Key endorsements: National 
Nurses United - California Nurses 
Association, SEIU California, 
Sierra Club California
Campaign funds raised: $252,085
Independent spending: None

Key issue: Education
Age: 55
City: Redwood City 
Education: Macalester College, 
BA; City University of New York-
Hunter College, masters in Public 
Health
Occupation: nonprofit executive 
(on hiatus during the campaign) 
Years in district: 21 
Family: husband; three adult 
children; two dogs 
Key endorsements: Scott Wiener, 
state senator; Marc Berman, 
state assemblyman; California 
Democratic Legislative Women’s 
Caucus 
Campaign funds raised: $429,460
Independent spending: $5,526, 
Fund Her PAC

(continued on page 36)

Cover Story



www.PaloAltoOnline.com • Palo Alto Weekly • February 7, 2020 • Page 35

A nnie Oliva’s drive to run for office, 
she said, is inspired in part by her 

family’s experience with homelessness. 
Her son has been homeless and 

struggled with mental health and ad-
diction problems. 

“When those bring you down, they 
bring you all the way down,” she said. 
After her son got on board with her run 
for office, Oliva proposed a seven-step 
approach for tackling homelessness in 
California.

Key among these policy proposals 
are to expand conservatorship, through 
which  people in some situations would 
be required to live in shelter or undergo 
treatment, and to promote transitional 
jail-diversion programs that give low-
level offenders who are mentally ill 
or struggle with substance abuse the 
option to receive treatment instead of 
being incarcerated.

Homeless people in California are 
unsheltered at nearly twice the rate of 
the rest of the country, and the numbers 
of people experiencing homelessness 
are up in San Mateo County by 21% 
and in Santa Clara County by 31% 
since 2015, Oliva said.

Another component of tackling 
homelessness is decreasing the cost of 
building housing, she said. She favors 
streamlining permitting and project re-
view processes at the city level to ex-
pedite development and reforming the 
California Environmental Quality Act 
to limit when people can file lawsuits 
over development proposals as part of 
the environmental review process.

“It’s pretty incredible to think that it 
takes an IPO to put a down payment on 
a home today,” said Oliva, a San Bruno 
real estate agent who said she’s carved 
a niche in her practice by appealing to 
first-time homebuyers.

Oliva took over her father’s business, 
Marshall Realty, in 2012. During a 2016 
audit, an investigator told her that the 
business was not registered under her 
real estate broker’s license, which she 

later remedied. She was also held to ac-
count for authorizing four bank transac-
tions that year, over the phone, that the 
California Bureau of Real Estate charac-
terized as careless. Her real estate bro-
ker’s license was revoked, but she has a 
restricted real estate salesperson license 
under which she continues to work.

Oliva said these incidents happened 
while she was visiting her son, who was 
receiving treatment, and the bureau re-
ported that she took a number of steps 
to ensure that it wouldn’t happen again: 
changing business practices; taking 
courses in trust fund handling, ethics, 
risk management and office manage-
ment and supervision; and getting as-
sistance from industry professionals.

“I took this very, very seriously, and 
I did everything that they told me to 
do,” she said. “Yeah, I made a mistake, 
and nobody was hurt, thankfully, and 
we fixed it. ... It was a painful time. I 
didn’t take it lightly. I still don’t take 
it lightly.”

While she’s made a name for her-
self supporting first-time homebuyers, 
when it comes to mandates from Sac-
ramento regarding the area’s housing 
problems — whether it’s the specter of 
SB 50 or renter protection provisions 
such as rent control and just-cause 
eviction requirements that passed last 
year — she’s not a believer. 

Among the Democratic candidates, 
Oliva has spoken most strongly in sup-
port of preserving property rights. She 
opposed SB 50 and favors leaving zon-
ing decisions up to local jurisdictions.

For example, she said, Millbrae’s 
height limits are, in part, tied to the 
city’s proximity to the San Francisco 
International Airport, so a “one-size-
fits-all” approach to zoning doesn’t 
work.

She opposes the state’s new laws 
that set restrictions on rent increases 
and said the reason there are so few 
rental opportunities on the market is 
because landlords are hesitant with 

the new laws.
She favors investing in transporta-

tion instead — and suggested a train 
line recommended to her by a local 
business owner, to run between San 
Bruno and Tracy. That would al-
low more workers to be able to get to 
Peninsula jobs from the East Bay and 
beyond. 

“If we can accomplish better public 
transportation for people that need to 
come into the district, and they can use 
that other than a car, I think that would 
be great for the environment as well,” 
she said.

For Oliva in particular, the call to 
reform PG&E carries personal reso-
nance. In the 2010 San Bruno pipeline 
explosion that gutted a neighborhood 
and killed eight people, several of her 
childhood schoolmates died and three 
of the agents in her San Bruno real es-
tate office were displaced, she said.

“My mom (lives) about a half-mile 
away from the explosion,” she added. 
“It was horrific. It was scary as all 
heck. So you can only imagine from 
the experience we had that night how 
I feel about PG&E. ... I can’t forgive 
PG&E for what happened. People that 
died in that explosion I went to grade 
school with. They need to be watched.”

When asked what should be done 
to reform the utility, she said, “I don’t 
want to comment on what I think the 
solution is. I think right now there’s re-
visions and that’s definitely moving in 
the right direction.”

If she were elected, the average resi-
dent in the district would be unlikely 
to see many changes except, perhaps, 
an accentuation of positive aspects of 
Peninsula life, she said. She identifies 
her politics as “very moderate.”

“Common sense, I guess, would 
be the biggest change,” she said. 
“There’s just so many laws that come 
into effect that don’t make sense, and 
I’d like to be the one that listens to 
everybody.” 

Libertarian John Webster is running 
because he wants to dramatically 

change the way the state government 
is run. His belief, he said, is that “it’s 
just as evil for the government to steal 
money from the rich and successful to 
sprinkle free benefits on everybody 
else as it is for me to steal money.”

He didn’t have concrete responses to 
a number of proposed laws, like SB 50, 
because, as he put it, “Since I’m not 
actually in the Legislature now, I don’t 
get the wording of intended laws.”

At nearly every level, he favors let-
ting the free market dictate outcomes 
for people’s lives. Webster said he 
doesn’t think homeowners should 
pressure the government to restrict the 
housing supply to elevate costs so that 
they benefit.

Instead, he favors making zoning 
easy to change and letting supply and 
demand play out.

 His positions include: People should 
have the right to build backyard granny 
flats and rent them out. People should 
be allowed to build cheaper housing or 
mini-houses. Taxation should be based 
on people’s uses of government servic-
es. Families should pay tuition for their 
children’s schooling. Parents should be 
the ones to decide at what age vaping is 
appropriate for their children.

 And the environment? He’s con-
cerned about trash in the ocean, but 
“as far as the human-caused impact of 
carbon dioxide, I think that’s being to-
tally overblown,” he said.

Things he opposes include rent con-
trol, health care for all, taxes and “too 
much democracy.”

According to his website, he also ap-
pears to oppose enforcement of child 
pornography laws.

He writes: “The original justification 
for punishing a person who purchased 
(or possessed) kiddy porn was that he 
was supporting an industry that abused 
children to produce the pictures. Once 
those laws were in place, they were 

used to severely punish people that 
took or enjoyed pictures of teenagers in 
sexy poses, etc.. In other words, those 
laws were used to enforce our culture’s 
standard of what is an appropriate de-
piction of children, even where there 
was no real ‘Child Abuse’ involved.

“The Law Enforcement agencies 
should be going after the people that 
committed the original abuse, if indeed 
there was actual abuse, and not wasting 
time and taxpayer’s money on enforc-
ing what amounts to ‘thought’ crimes.”

In addition to his overall anti-gov-
ernment stance, he appears to have 
some personal grievances with law 
enforcement. He was arrested in 1990 
in a sting operation for what he calls 
“talk-thought crimes.” In a series of 
tape-recorded conversations with a 
female undercover police officer, he 
discussed running away with her, rais-
ing children and “arranging pleasant 
sexual experiences” for them within 
the family, he said.

“I have a 15% chance of actually su-
ing the government for millions,” he 
said. “If I did that, then maybe I could 
encourage a young lady to run off with 
me and start a family again.” 

Mountain View Voice Staff Writer 
Kate Bradshaw can be emailed at 
kbradshaw@mv-voice.com. 

Annie Oliva

John Webster

“It’s pretty incredible to think 
that it takes an IPO to put a 

down payment on a  
home today.” 

“It’s just as evil for the 
government to steal money 
from the rich and successful 
to sprinkle free benefits on 

everybody else, as it is for me 
to steal money.” 

Key issue: Homelessness
Age: 60
City: Millbrae
Education: Notre Dame de Namur 
University, BS. 
Occupation: Realtor, Millbrae City 
Council member
Years in district: 60
Family: husband, three adult children
Key endorsements: San Mateo 
County Association of Realtors 
Campaign funds raised: $401,058
Independent spending: $409,000, 
California Association of Realtors

Key issue: Big government
Age: 74
City: Mountain View
Education: University of 
Washington, BSEE; Santa Clara 
University, masters in computer 
science
Occupation: Software engineer
Years in district: 12
Key endorsements: Not listed
Campaign funds raised: None
Independent spending: None
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our teachers and our young people 
and our nurses and our working 
families.”

Yet it’s even tougher to follow up 
after residents have allowed new 
density by asking them for another 
parcel tax to support, for instance, 
the resulting overloaded schools or 
other infrastructure, he added.

The state could also help with 
investing in transit, specifically by 
supporting Caltrain’s business plan, 
getting BART around the Bay, get-
ting another transbay rail line, sup-
porting express lanes with rapid-
transit buses, and developing better 
first- and last-mile transportation 
options. (“Because, newsflash, 
65-year-olds are not going to get 
on Lime scooters to get to BART,” 
he noted.)

Along with investments in tran-
sit to curb car emissions, he said, 
he’s on a mission to make the 

power grid greener with more 
power storage to make a switch 
to all-electric power more viable. 
He’s pushing an ambitious goal: 
for the state to go carbon-free by 
2030. That would require creating 
carbon-free energy and reducing 
demand for fossil fuels while tak-
ing aggressive steps to sequester 
carbon in the atmosphere, he said. 
To start, he wants to put together 
an 18-month blue ribbon task force 
to figure out how to create or store 
10 gigawatts of energy in seven 
years.

“If the richest, greenest govern-
ment in the world can’t get to zero 
carbon energy until 2045, then 
the rest of the country doesn’t get 
there until 2075, and the developing 
world, where most of these emis-
sions will come from, won’t get 
there until 2100. And that’s game 
over for your kids and my grand-
kids,” he said.

He also wants to require the 
meetings of public agencies that 
spend more than $50 million to 

$100 million to be televised, with 
recordings that are searchable; cre-
ate a permanent funding stream for 
early childhood education and ear-
ly child care; and add a four-year 
degree program to a community 
college in District 13. 

It’s often “a bridge too far, no 
pun intended,” for local working 
kids going to community college 
who then want a four-year degree 
to have to commute to San Jose, 
Oakland or San Francisco, he 
said. 

The state’s challenges are com-
plicated and numerous, but he be-
lieves he has the experience and 
track record to serve the district 
well, he said. He said he’s guided 
in his decision-making by asking 
himself questions such as “What 
is true north? What are we try-
ing to accomplish?” and “What’s 
best for the kids?” — giving extra 
weight to the last of those ques-
tions. “That helps you make deci-
sions. You’re not trying to solve for 
multiple variables,” he said. 

Michael Brownrigg
(continued from page 31)

choice” energy programs; support 
annual reporting of greenhouse 
gas emissions by cities of more 
than 75,000 people; and promote 
cleaner alternatives to freight 
transportation, which he said is the 
single largest contributor to diesel 
particulate matter and nitrogen ox-
ide emissions in California.

He said he favors prizes and 
incentive programs to spur 
innovation.

His first policymaking priority 
as a senator would be to create in-
centives for the development of new 
technology to remove carbon from 
the atmosphere, such as award-
ing contracts to innovative busi-
nesses, he said. One idea: Cement 
production generates about 7% of 
the world’s carbon emissions. The 
state could offer a contract to the 
first company to produce “carbon-
negative” cement, or cement made 
using carbon dioxide, he said.

On the topic of housing policy, 
he did not support the revised Sen-
ate Bill 50 and noted that it would 
likely have been litigated and, as a 
consequence, wouldn’t have taken 

effect for three or four years. 
He stands apart from other can-

didates, however, with one of the 
bolder proposals to address the 
district’s skewed jobs-housing bal-
ance: He proposes that large em-
ployers with 1,000 or more work-
ers be required to fund one housing 
unit for every job created.

One reason for the imbalance, he 
said, is that it continues to be more 
profitable for cities to support com-
mercial development over housing. 
He said he wants the state to help 
pay developer impact fees for af-
fordable housing so that cities don’t 
lose out on funding for needed 
infrastructure.

In the area of transportation, he 
said he would fight for the region 
to secure state funding for Caltrain 
grade separations — projects to 
separate the rail line from the more 
than 40 Peninsula roads that cross 
it. It’s estimated that building grade 
separations at all of those Caltrain 
crossings would cost around $11 
billion. 

Becker cites Santa Clara County 
finance documents in stating that 
only 6% of locally generated tax 
revenue comes back to the 14 cities 
of Santa Clara County.

“We need that money back for 

Caltrain grade separations,” he 
said.

If elected, he said, he’s commit-
ted to carrying on Sen. Jerry Hill’s 
work to hold PG&E accountable 
and to being accessible as Hill has 
been.

PG&E, he said, is disproving the 
concept of “too big to fail.”

“They’re too big and they’re fail-
ing,” he said.

He said he’s interested in explor-
ing a co-op model for the utility, 
with PG&E potentially becoming 
a poles-and-wires company. 

“I think the investor-owned 
utility model is broken,” he said. 
“They’ve lost the trust of the public, 
and we have to find a new model.”

He said he’s considering hosting 
regular “Java with Josh” events 
— modeled on Hill’s “Java with 
Jerry” sessions — in different 
cities. He’s also considering cre-
ating a district-wide book club to 
explore the history and problems 
facing the district — with books 
such as Richard Rothstein’s “The 
Color of Law,” Jessica Trounstein’s 
“Segregation by Design,” or Randy 
Shaw’s “Generation Priced Out,” 
he said.

“It would be an incredible dis-
trict to represent,” he added. 

Josh Becker
(continued from page 30)

Cover Story

hours to commute by BART to the 
Peninsula from the East Bay, she 
said. That includes a better con-
nection to Caltrain in the South 
Bay to better serve affordable 
housing growth in communities 
like Gilroy and Morgan Hill. 

Tech companies should permit 
more people to work remotely, she 
said, and there should be a clearer 
pathway established for how they 
can be involved in helping solve the 
problems to which they contribute. 
It shouldn’t be considered an act of 
philanthropy but rather a reliable 
source of funding, she said. And, 

just as cities today have to prove 
that there will be enough water 
available to support new growth, 
they should also be required to 
demonstrate that there is housing 
available before they permit new 
job centers to be built, she said. 

She wants the state’s surplus 
properties, particularly the surface 
parking lots of public agencies, 
studied and considered for afford-
able housing development.

One place she’s wary of develop-
ing, though, is on areas that have 
historically been part of the Bay or 
will be part of it in the future. 

“Compact development around 
Caltrain is really the answer,” she 
said. “We have to have the Bay 
wetlands as our shock absorbers 

for sea level rise.”
RVs, she added, are likely to re-

main a part of the region’s housing 
mix “for the foreseeable future,” 
so she favors the development safe 
parking facilities, as well as other 
initiatives such as Oakland’s “Tuff 
Shed” program to rapidly offer 
housing for the homeless.

Regarding health care, she said, 
she supports Medicare for all 
and expanding MediCal to cover 
undocumented adults. The state 
should also consider increasing re-
imbursement rates for community 
organizations that provide health 
care, she added. 

“I feel like we should have the 
same health care security that Ca-
nadians do,” she said. 

Sally Lieber
(continued from page 34)
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On video: Candidate debate 
and endorsement interviews

I n addition to reading these 
profiles of the seven candi-
dates for state Senate Dis-

trict 13, voters can learn more 
about the candidates through 
videos produced by PaloAl-
toOnline.com. 

A video recording of the 
lively candidates forum held 
on Feb. 5 at the Palo Alto Art 
Center is available on YouTube.
com/paweekly. The hour-and-
a-half debate covered a range 
of issues, from housing and 
transportation to education and 
PG&E. The panel was moder-
ated by Weekly Editor Jocelyn 
Dong, Mountain View Voice 
reporter Kate Bradshaw and 
CalMatters Political Reporter 
Ben Christopher. Read cover-
age of the event on page 5 of 
this edition. 

In-depth video interviews 
with six of the seven candidates 
are posted on YouTube.com/
paweekly. (A scheduling con-
flict prevented John Webster’s 
interview.) In these half-hour 
recordings, the candidates dis-
cuss the issues about which they 
are most passionate, including 
the environment, education and 
homelessness, as well as topics 
such as crime and AB5, the gig-
work law. 

Both the debate and candi-
date videos, along with these 
profiles, are also posted all in 
one place — at PaloAltoOnline.
Atavist.com. 

Next week, the Weekly will 
publish a chart comparing 
the candidates’ views on key  
issues. 

—Palo Alto Weekly Staff

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS

for the 41st Annual 

Tall Tree Awards
Nominations are due 

Friday, February 28, 2020
in the following categories:

Outstanding Business

Outstanding Nonprofit 

Outstanding Citizen Volunteer 

Outstanding Professional or Business Person

The Nomination Form is available at  
www.paloaltochamber.com

SAVE THE DATE
Tall Tree Awards

May 14, 2020
sponsored by

Questions? Call 650-324-3121 or info@paloaltochamber.com
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by Lloyd Lee

B efore former Israeli Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
shook hands with former 

Palestine Liberation Organization 
(PLO) chairman Yassir Arafat on 
the South Lawn of the White House 
on Sept. 13, 1993, the day of the of-
ficial signing of the Oslo I Accord, 
secret meetings between Israeli and 
PLO officials were orchestrated to 
negotiate the terms of agreements 
aimed to eventually end the decades 
long Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Ahmed Qurie, a PLO official, 
approached Israeli diplomat Uri 
Savir in one of the first meetings 
and, according to the New Yorker, 
candidly asked, “We are second-
rate guerilla fighters. Why are we 
a threat to you?”

A stunned Savir replied, “Be-
cause you want to live in my house.”

J.T. Rogers’ play “Oslo,” cur-
rently presented by Los Altos Stage 
Company, starts months before Sa-
vir and Qurie actually met in real 

life — the two don’t interact until 
act two — but it constantly depends 
on these types of deeply personal 
and heated dialogue to flesh out 
the abstractions of geopolitics and 
make them more tangible. 

Instead of portraying a war be-
tween two foreign bodies and its 
countless players, “Oslo” strips the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict down to 
a simple but effective stage of shift-
ing chairs, desk and large white 
double doors that constantly loom 
behind the bitter infightings of a few 
powerful but vulnerable men.

And it captures the rationale 
Norweigian sociologist Terje Rod-
Larsen, depicted by Robert Sean 
Campbell, used when he helped 
facilitate clandestine meetings 
between PLO and Israeli officials 
with Norway’s foreign affairs min-
ister and wife, Mona Juul, played 
by Tanya Marie, who makes her 
company debut with “Oslo.”

“You are trapped in a proce-
dure that is rigid, impersonal and 

incapable of building trust,” the 
impassioned sociologist shouts. 
“Establish a second channel ... not 
grand pronouncements between 
governments, but intimate discus-
sions between people.”

During the nearly three-hour 
dramatization of the true political 
saga directed by Los Altos Stage 
Comany’s Executive Director Gary 
Landis, the couple deftly maneuvers 
through conflicting cultural beliefs 
and deeply rooted psychological 
trauma from years of political perse-
cution in order to get officials from 
the PLO and Israel to sit in a room 
for a productive discussion of peace. 

But whenever members of the 
two parties do enter the same 
space, civility feels as fragile as 
their masculinity and can only 
hold together for so long. When 
Qurie, played by Mohamed Ismail, 
and Savir, played by Josiah Framp-
ton, begin to review a draft of the 
accords, it only takes a few lines 
before one of them starts to blame 
the other for the carnage that’s 
been inflicted upon their people. 

“You have killed our athletes in 

Munich, murdered our schoolchil-
dren,” says Savir right before Qurie 
reminds him that it’s the other side 
that “shoots our children for sport.”

Part of that tension is also made 
palpable with the help of Ismail’s 
towering 6-foot-plus stage pres-
ence and booming voice. And, at 
times, it’s humorously released by 
one of two characters played by Pe-
ter Mandel, Ron Pundak, who’s a 
strangely adorable junior econom-
ics professor caught in a messy dip-
lomatic crossfire.

But one of the few moments 
where the sense of urgency for 
peace talks is truly convincing is 
in Campbell’s interpretation of 
Larsen. Campbell depicts the so-
ciologist as someone who is overly 
ambitious but clumsy when actually 
dealing with sensitive relationships 
— whether it’s with the negotiators 
or his wife — because he’s so des-
perate to get things done. It’s seen in 
his eyes and his movements, which 
can be uncertain and jittery.

Some knowledge of the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict could be help-
ful for audiences (Marie’s character 
also has a few asides that provide 
context for who’s who), but it’s not 
necessary to see what emotional 
response Rogers tries to pull out 
from viewers when his characters 
tirelessly work to achieve peace 
amongst people that don’t seem to 
be prepared for it. 

It’s an admirable, albeit some-
times forced call for optimism. (At 
one point, Campbell’s character 
makes a direct, cliched request at the 
audience to look beyond the horizon 
and search for hope.)

And knowing how the real Oslo 
Accord failed to establish a peace 
agreement or a Palestinian state 
more than a quarter of a century 
after the ceremonial handshake 
in front of the White House could 
have some viewers wondering why 
they’re being asked to be optimistic 
in a play about the seemingly de-
funct agreements.

In the first act, Larsen makes 
a plea to a skeptical Yossi Beilin, 
Israeli’s deputy foreign minister, 

played by Maya Greenberg in a 
gender-reversed role, inside a Tan-
doori restaurant. Larsen can only 
hope Beilin will agree to negotiate 
with the PLO as they talk and share 
a plate of pita bread with hummus.

But Beilin calls Larsen’s request 
a farce — “It’s bulls--t.” He cites 
years of violent insurrection, hun-
dreds of deaths of men, women 
and children, topped with U.S. me-
dia scrutiny, that has disillusioned 
the Israeli government towards any 
substantive action for peace. As he 
rants, Beilin starts to experience 
sharp pangs of indigestion.

“I can’t give up the idea that sud-
denly everything will change and 
my stomach will be my friend,” 
he complains. “So you see I am 
dreaming of two peace plans.” 

Many moments like this in 
“Oslo” — there’s another scene 
where Savir dismissively says he 
needs to “take a piss” after a pro-
fessor asks to be briefed on any de-
tails for the negotiation — remind 
how the people who can change the 
course of millions of lives can be 
so utterly human.

Audiences can search those 
moments of “Oslo’’ and find 
something to be optimistic about, 
along with plenty of comic relief, 
as Rogers suggests that governing 
bodies are only made up of people 
susceptible to the same things and 
so, just like everyone else, can be 
agreeably dealt with.

But in those same moments, 
there’s a creeping reminder that 
power can often lie with an unde-
serving few, all too dangerously 
flawed.

Editorial Assistant Lloyd Lee can 
be emailed at llee@paweekly.com.

What: “Oslo.”
Where: Bus Barn Stage, 97 
Hillview Ave., Los Altos.
When: Through Feb. 16. 
Wednesdays-Saturdays at 8 
p.m.; Sundays at 3 p.m.
Cost: $20-$38.
Info: losaltosstage.org.

Los Altos Stage Company’s production of “Oslo” goes behind the scenes of the 1993 Palestinian-Israeli 
peace process. Above, Robert Sean Campbell and Tanya Marie (center) play Norwegian sociologist 
Terje Rod-Larsen and foreign-affairs minister Mona Juul, who help facilitate peace talks, while Ronnie 
Misra (far left) and Josiah Frampton (far right) depict members of the warring factions.
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Story by Monica Schreiber
Photos by Magali Gauthier

hen Steve Yen opened 
Bushido on Mountain 
View’s Castro Street a de-
cade ago, he wanted to 

expand local appreciation for the 
then-relatively unfamiliar concept 
of izakaya. Sometimes described 
as Japan’s version of a tapas restau-
rant, izakaya establishments offer a 
convivial gathering spot for shared 
plates, drinking and socializing, 
often after work.

Bushido takes its name from the 
samurai code of honor, emphasiz-
ing attributes like loyalty, compas-
sion and courage. “Flexibility” 
might not be one of the eight vir-
tues of bushido, but the quality 
seems to have served Yen well as 
a restaurateur. 

“I originally conceived Bush-
ido with the intention of showing 
people how much more there is to 
Japanese cuisine than sushi,” he 
said. “We didn’t plan to serve sushi. 
But customers just kept asking for 
California rolls.”

So he put in a sushi bar. And 
then went full throttle on sushi and 
sashimi, with an expansive, cre-
ative menu and a commitment to 

using only sustainable seafood.
“You have to adapt to what the 

customer wants,” said Yen, a San 
Francisco resident who grew up in 
Los Altos and graduated from the 
San Francisco Culinary Academy. 

Ten years on, Bushido still feels 
energetic and fresh. The place is of-
ten jam-packed, especially at hap-
py hour, when trendy cocktails run 
$6 and patrons share reasonably 
priced and generously portioned 
small plates. Live jazz during Sat-
urday dinners adds a festive vibe.

Diners are handed a stack of 
menus upon sitting down in the 
simply appointed dining room: 
happy hour food and drinks, a su-
shi menu and a full dinner menu. 
In short, there are a lot of choices 
at Bushido, from ramen to yakitori 
(including tendons, cartilage and 
chicken hearts) to the house spe-
cialty, okonomiyaki, a savory, siz-
zling, saucy pancake. There are a 
number of vegetarian, vegan and 
gluten-free options.

All meals begin with otoshi, a 
chef’s choice nibble to whet the 
appetite. One visit started with a 
diminutive bowl of sautéed cab-
bage and pear, topped with pon-
zu. At another meal, we received 
smoky, bite-sized chunks of grilled 
eggplant.

Service during all three visits was 
warm and attentive, with one server 
going above the call of duty dur-
ing a happy hour visit to ensure my 
gluten-free dining companion was 
well cared for. An elderflower sour 
cocktail made with Maker’s Mark 
whiskey, St. Germain, yuzu and 
angostura bitters ($11; $6 at happy 
hour) indeed made me happy. This 
bold, creative libation would have 
been at home in the trendiest hotel 
bar at double the price.

Sushi and sashimi might have 
been something of an add-on at 
Bushido, but Yen and his execu-
tive chef Iwao Suzuki (formerly 
of Blowfish Sushi) elevate the ex-
perience — and lessen the guilt 

— through their focus on sustain-
able sourcing. Instead of the nor-
mally ubiquitous salmon, for exam-
ple, they employ ocean trout: pink, 
delicate and sustainably farmed in 
Tasmania. Salmon is served occa-
sionally, when it is in season. They 
procure bluefin tuna from Japa-
nese purveyors that have pioneered 
methods for farm-raising the open-
ocean fish.

The harakiri roll ($13; $9 at 
happy hour) is a crunchy, fusion 
extravaganza, stuffed with crab, 
spicy tuna and shrimp tempura, 
wrapped in a delicate soy paper 
and topped with toasted rice for 
a delightful crunch in each bite. 
But be warned: This roll hides a 
devious little secret. One of the six 
pieces contains ghost pepper. The 
fun is supposed to be in seeing who 
at the table will happen upon that 
fiery morsel — and subsequently 
gulp down a half pitcher of water, 
eyes bulging, as I did.

The miso marinated cod ($24.50) 
was a far more subtle and refined 
experience. The serving was on the 
skimpy side, but the fish was deli-
cate and beautifully caramelized, 
reminiscent of Nobu’s famous (and 
much pricier) dish. A small skewer 
of tender beef tongue ($4.50) was 
met initially with trepidation but 
then appreciation around our table.

Savory and fragrant, the three-
mushroom fried rice ($10) was a fa-
vorite, studded with enoki, shiitake 
and shimeji mushrooms. Deeply 
flavorful and moist without being 
oily, the dish still could have ben-
efited from a more generous hand 
with the mushrooms.

I was far less enamored of the 
poke special ($7) on offer during 
one happy hour visit. A few mor-
sels of flavorless ahi were sprin-
kled atop corn chips — a complete 
misfire.

The house specialty okonomi-
yaki, a savory, frittata-like dish, 
is made with flour, eggs, shred-
ded cabbage and a host of other 

ingredients, fried and served on 
a hot skillet. Diners can order it 
traditional ($12) or Hiroshima-
style ($15), layered with eggs and 
egg noodles. Add-ons such as 
shrimp, kimchee, crab, bacon or 
mochi run an extra $2 to $5. Both 
versions are liberally topped with 
Japanese mayo, bonito flakes 
and other sauces. I didn’t care 
for this saucy, somewhat mushy 

pizza-pancake hybrid, but my 
hunch is okonomiyaki is a bit 
of an acquired taste. It is not a 
dish one sees often in local Japa-
nese restaurants, and it certainly 
speaks to Yen’s original goal of 
showcasing lesser-known Japa-
nese specialties. 

 Freelance writer Monica 
Schreiber can be emailed at 
monicahayde@yahoo.com.

Lively Bushido offers Japanese cuisine both familiar and daringely Bushido offers Japanese cuisiiine both familiar and ddaring

From top to bottom: Grilled chicken hearts, bacon-wrapped 
enoki mushrooms and chicken cartilage at Bushido. General 
manager Stephanie Vo makes sake sangria. Bushido’s specialty is 
okonomiyaki, a savory pancake topped with a soy- and vegetable-
based sauce, mayonnaise and bonito flakes.

Bushido, 156 Castro St., 
Mountain View; 650-386-6821 
bushidoizakaya.com
Hours: Lunch: Tuesday through 
Friday, 11:30 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 
Dinner: Tuesday-Thursday and 
Saturday-Sunday, 5-9:30 p.m., 
Friday 5-10:30 p.m.

Reservations

Credit cards

Catering

Takeout

Outdoor seating: 
Limited

Parking: Street 
and garage

Alcohol: Full bar

Happy hour: 
Tuesday-Friday, 
5-6:30 p.m.

Corkage: $15 per 
bottle

Bathroom: 
Excellent

Noise level: 
Moderate
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Eating Out

AMBASSADOR TOYS CALLS IT 
QUITS ... For more than a decade, 
Ambassador Toys at Town & 
Country Village in Palo Alto has 
been a destination for just about 
anyone looking for retro games, 
books, puppets, crafts and toys for 
babies through middle schoolers. 
It’s among the last of the toy stores 
left in the area, and now it’s leaving, 
too. The owner is apparently 
retiring, according to a giant yellow 
sign posted in the window last 
week, which reads: “Retiring. Store 
closing. Everything on sale.” An 
employee at the shop said he did 
not know when the store’s last day 
will be and he declined to comment 
further. The Palo Alto store is not 
the only Ambassador site set to 
close. According to Hoodline.com, 
two San Francisco shops are also 
closing. Owner Linda Kapnick, who 
could not be reached for comment, 
founded Ambassador Toys in San 
Francisco in 1997. She opened the 
Palo Alto site in 2008. During its 12 
years at Town & Country Village, the 
shop was voted “Best Toy Store” or 
runner up multiple times by Weekly 
readers during the newspaper’s 
annual Best Of edition. Ambassador 
Toys is the third notable toy store 
to close its doors in Palo Alto in the 
past four years. Educational toy store 
Gray Matters on California Avenue 
closed in 2019, and longtime toy 
store Palo Alto Sport Shop and Toy 
World closed in 2017 after operating 
downtown for 87 years. — L.T.

CHOCOLATE COMPANY COMING 
...  Cacao 70, a Montreal-born 
chocolate company, is opening its 
second U.S. location at Town & 
Country Village this spring. Cacao 70 
has taken over the former Biondivino 
wine shop space in the back of 
the 855 El Camino Real shopping 
center. Cacao 70 was born as a 
chocolate drinking bar in downtown 
Montreal in 2011. There are now 
franchised locations throughout 
Canada and spinoff concepts, 
including a public chocolate factory, 
a full-service restaurant and an 
ice cream counter. The Palo Alto 
Cacao 70 is a franchise. “Cacao 
70’s quest to transform chocolate 
into exciting flavor adventures has 
led down the path of cocoa bean 
sourcing, product development and 
new store concepts — all tracing 
back to the first store opening in 
Montreal nine years ago,” said Mila 
Zhu, who works in the company’s 
California office. The Palo Alto shop 
will serve hot chocolate, chocolate 
frappes, milkshakes, waffles, crepes, 
other desserts and all-day brunch 
dishes, she said. Other locations’ 
menus include over-the-top waffles 
(one is topped with sugar, graham 
crackers, fruit and chocolate-
covered ice cream and served with 
dark-chocolate dipping fondue and 
marshmallows), chocolate pizzas, 
Nutella crepes and chocolate 
fondue, among other desserts. 
— E.K. 

LONGTIME BOUTIQUE CLOSES ... 
Berkeley-based boutique Bryn
Walker reportedly closed its doors 
at 212 Homer Ave. on Sunday, Feb. 
2, according to a sign posted in the 
window. The women’s boutique, 
which has eight other company-
owned stores and sells to nearly 
1,000 boutiques throughout the 
country, had operated in Palo 
Alto for 22 years. The company 
reportedly plans to make its items 
available online. The shop first 
opened at 515 Cowper St., where 
it operated for 17 years before 
the building was scheduled to be 
demolished to make way for a 
three-story office complex in 2016, 
forcing the boutique to relocate to 
the historic Thompson’s Bakery site 
on Homer Avenue. At the time of the 
shop’s relocation, store manager 

Diane Kelley told the Weekly: “I just 
hope they won’t be tearing that 
building down too!” 
— L.T. 

Compiled by the Weekly staff; this 
week written by Elena Kadvany 
and Linda Taaffe. Got leads on 
interesting and news-worthy retail 
developments? The Weekly will 
check them out. Email shoptalk@
paweekly.com.

ShopTalk
Local food & retail happenings

Earthwise Productions

For more information: 
(650) 305-0701 or eventbrite.com

F E B 

25
Clarinet
Thing
Beth Custer,  
Ben Goldberg,  
Harvey Wainapel 
and Sheldon Brown 

M A R 
6-7

Tim and 
Greg of 
The Mother 
Hips

F E B 

13 Patricia 
Barber

Mitchell Park 
Community Center, Palo Alto

23 Lisa Mezzacappa Six, Wayne 
Horvitz & Sara SchoenbeckA

P
R

17 Myra Melford

A
P

R

20 CJ Chenier
Dartmouth Coast Jazz OrchestraM

A
R

16 Parlour Game
Jenny Scheinman and Allison MillerM

A
R

Auto Repair Shop 
in Palo Alto

WHERE HI-TECH MEETS HIGH TOUCH
At ECar Garage, we are committed to serving you 
with integrity and high quality workmanship using 
the latest automotive technology.

 WE WARRANTY OUR REPAIRS FOR 
24 MONTHS OR 24,000 MILES

Valid for BMW, Porsche, Audi, Jaguar, Land Rover, Mini, Mercedes Benz, Maserati, 
Volkswagen, Lamborghini, Honda, Toyota and GM models. Free wiper blades on 

 
  

Any Service15% off

439 LAMBERT AVE., PALO ALTO
www.ecargarage.com | 650-493-7877  

contact@ecargarage.com

MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT  
(650) 493-7877

Quality, Integrity, Technology

Call for Full Warranty Details

Quality, Integrity, Technology

All applications must be received by Friday, February 21, 2020, 
at 4:30 pm.

Strong Schools Bond – Citizens’ Oversight Committee

Go to www.PaloAltoOnline.com/ 
calendar

Have plans for 
the weekend?
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The Oriental Carpet
Tremendous Savings Throughout the Store

EVERYTHING IN STOCK

UP TO
80% OFF

707 Santa Cruz Avenue, Menlo Park     |     (650) 327-6608     |     www.theorientalcarpet.com
QUALITY BRINGS YOU IN, PROFESSIONAL SERVICE BRINGS YOU BACK!

Five Months Left.  
Everything Must Go!

With the owner of The Oriental Carpet preparing to 
retire this year, everything in stock at the downtown 
Menlo Park store is on sale – with the steep discounts 
ranging from 50% to 80% off.

Owner Bruce Good amassed an incredible collection 
of high-quality hand-knotted rugs in his nearly four 
decades in the business, and he has more than 2,500 
pieces left to sell in his Santa Cruz Avenue store. The 
store’s entire inventory is priced to sell.

“As I get closer to retirement, there will be more 
reductions – but less choice,” said Good. “The best 
pieces will go quickly.” 

He’s seen some customers come in and buy a rug for 
every room in the house, he said. All the rugs the store 
sells are hand-woven and knotted from traditional 
producers and cooperatives in Iran, Afghanistan, 
Pakistan, India and Nepal. The store has pieces in 
every standard size and offers an array of designs 
including traditional, contemporary and “transitional” 
– rugs that can be formal or casual, depending on the 
furnishings they’re paired with. The store offers rugs 
made from wool, silk and viscose, a material that 
looks and feels like silk but is more affordable. 

Good says the majority of the rugs he sells are 
made of wool, which is the strongest and hardiest 
material. Viscose offers the soft feeling of silk but is 
easier to clean.

 “I personally really like it,” he said. “You can put it 
into a family room without worrying about it.”

The store’s selection also includes a large number 
of antique rugs. Collectors appreciate how a rug’s 
colors soften over the years, giving the piece a fine 
and distinctive patina.

The traditional handcrafted method makes the 
rugs both beautiful and durable, said Good.

The Oriental Carpet has been serving Peninsula 
residents for 46 years, helping homeowners and 
designers achieve the look and feel that a beautiful, 
high-quality carpet can bring to a room. Good said 
the handcrafted rugs last forever – but his sale 
won’t. If you’re looking for an attractive rug at an 
even more attractive price, now is the time to go 
shopping.

Come check out their selection at their showroom 
at 707 Santa Cruz Ave. or call (650) 327- 6608 for 
more information.

traditional and contemporary rugs from Iran, Afghanistan, Pakistan, India and Nepal.2,500Over 4,000
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Movies

1917 (R) 1/2    Century 16: Fri. - Sun.     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.     
Bad Boys for Life (R)     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.     
Birds of Prey (R) 1/2     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.     
Dolittle (PG)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     
Ford V Ferrari (PG-13)     Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     
Frozen II (PG)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     
The Gentlemen (R)     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.     
Gretel & Hansel (PG-13)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.     Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     
Jawaani Jaaneman (Not Rated)     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.     
JoJo Rabbit (PG-13)      
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.     
Jumanji: The Next Level (PG-13)      
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     

Knives Out (Not Rated)     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.     
Little Women (2019) (PG) 1/2     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    
ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.      
Oscar Shorts 2020 (Not Rated)      
Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.    Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     
Parasite (R)     Aquarius Theatre: Fri. - Sun.     
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.     
The Rhythm Section (R)     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.    
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    ShowPlace Icon: Fri. - Sun.     
The Seven Samurai (1954) (Not Rated)      
Stanford Theatre: Fri. - Sun.     
Spies in Disguise (PG)     Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     
Star Wars: The Rise of Skywalker (PG-13) 1/2    
Century 16: Fri. - Sun.     Century 20: Fri. - Sun.     
The Turning (PG-13)     Century 16: Fri. - Sun.     
Uncut Gems (R)      
Century 20: Fri. - Sun.    Palo Alto Square: Fri. - Sun.    

 Skip it   Some redeeming qualities   A good bet   Outstanding

Aquarius: 430 Emerson St., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 327-3241)  tinyurl.com/Aquariuspa
Century Cinema 16: 1500 N. Shoreline Blvd., Mountain View  tinyurl.com/Century16 
Century 20 Downtown: 825 Middlefield Road, Redwood City  tinyurl.com/Century20

CineArts at Palo Alto Square: 3000 El Camino Real, Palo Alto (For information: 493-0128)  tinyurl.com/Pasquare
ShowPlace Icon: 2575 California St. #601, Mountain View  tinyurl.com/iconMountainView

Stanford Theatre: 221 University Ave., Palo Alto (For recorded listings: 324-3700)  Stanfordtheatre.org

Find trailers, star ratings and reviews on the web at PaloAltoOnline.com/movies

MOVIES NOW SHOWING

Answers to this week’s puzzles, which can be found on page 63.

Passion.  
Fury.
Revenge. 

Conducted by Joseph Marcheso  
Directed by Brad Dalton

 Opera San José presents 

BY GIUSEPPE VERDI
Il trovatore

California Theatre  |  345 South 1st Street  |  San José

This mesmerizing tale  

offers a heart-stopping 

score and a plot to rival 

Game of Thrones. Buckle up 

for a thrilling production, 

staged at the magnificent 

California Theatre.

Feb 15 – Mar 1
ORDER NOW FOR BEST SEATS!

Tickets available at operasj.org or call (408) 437-4450

OPENS
NEXT
WEEK!

Down to clown
‘Birds of Prey’ sings a bruising looney tune  

in the key of comic-book action
 (Century 16 & 20, Icon) 

of what’s typically been a superhe-
roic team. “A lot of people in this 
city want me dead,” Quinn con-
fesses, and with the protection of 
Joker removed from the equation, 
Quinn discovers she could use the 
help of a few other rule breakers. 
Ewan McGregor makes a meal of 
the scenery as smarmy psychopath 
Roman Sionis, a.k.a. Black Mask. 
The club-owning mob boss and 
his killer henchman Victor Zsasz 
(Chris Messina) set their sights 
on the Bertinelli diamond, a gem 
that’s also the code-breaking key 
to a fortune that will enable Sionis 
to rule Gotham City. The diamond 
makes its way into the hands of 
child pickpocket Cassandra Cain 
(13-year-old Ella Jay Basco), who 
quickly wins the misfit protec-
tion of an unlikely de facto team: 
Quinn, estranged GCPD cop Re-
nee Montoya (the always terrific 
Rosie Perez), and vigilantes Black 
Canary (Jurnee Smollett-Bell) 
and Huntress (a comically uptight 
Mary Elizabeth Winstead).

Yan and screenwriter Christina 
Hodson (“Bumblebee”) throw ev-
erything at the screen to see what’ll 
stick (including a concussive mu-
sical reverie paying Gaga-esque 
tribute to Marilyn Monroe), but 
the film’s secret weapon is its un-
pretentious pace. At one point, an 
aluminum-bat wielding Quinn in-
hales a wayward cloud of cocaine, 
fueling the film’s latest beatdown. 
That’s a good metaphor for the 
whole picture, which for better and 
worse refuses to get bogged down 
with details but rather proceeds to 
let its characters collide like bum-
per cars in the service of hyperac-
tive plotting, audacious action, sight 
gags, saturated colors and appeal-
ing nutty production design. 

“Birds of Prey” practically dares 
its audience to make the mistake of 
taking it seriously, and yet it’s a bi-
zarrely uplifting story of credibly 
tough women, Gotham City sur-
vivors all vanquishing a sneering, 
preening abuser whose time’s up.

R for strong violence and lan-
guage throughout, and some sex-
ual and drug material. One hour, 
49 minutes.

— Peter Canavese

“Birds of Prey and the 
Fantabulous Emancipa-
tion of One Harley Quinn” may be 
about as shallow as a puddle, but 
that’s still enough to make a splash. 

Based on a DC Comics team-up 
property that dates back almost a 
quarter-century (and characters 
that have existed even longer), 
“Birds of Prey” spins off from the 
2016 film “Suicide Squad.” 

In this story, it turns out that 
blondes do have more fun, espe-
cially when they sport pastel high-
lights and carry a big mallet — I 
refer, of course, to Harley Quinn, 
a.k.a. Dr. Harleen Quinzel. 

“Suicide Squad” introduced 
Margot Robbie in the role of the 
Joker’s girlfriend, a psychologist 
gone head over heels. Robbie eas-
ily stole “Suicide Squad,” and the 
timing couldn’t be better for her 
character to step out as the lead in 
this spinoff directed by Hollywood 

first-timer Cathy Yan. 
“Birds of Prey” tells a 

liberation narrative of the deeply 
co-dependent Quinn stepping out 
of the long shadow cast by Bat-
man’s nemesis the Joker. “Mr. J 
and I were dunzo,” Quinn nar-
rates before decimating the “ro-
mantic” spot marking their origin 
as a couple — fittingly, the toxic 
Ace Chemicals factory — and 
announcing her “fresh start, the 
chance to be my own woman.” 

The film’s R-rated gusto strong-
ly suggests a grrrl-power spin on 
“Deadpool,” but Yan puts her own 
stamp on the material, giving it a 
momentum that feels more like a 
cross between “Fight Club” and 
Tim Burton’s “Batman.” 

Where “Deadpool” heaped 
snark on top of its dark emotional 
undercurrents, “Birds of Prey” 
heaps insanity, with Quinn hold-
ing the batty, psychoanalytic center 

After splitting with the Joker, Margot Robbie’s Harley Quinn (center) 
joins superheroes Black Canary, Huntress and Renee Montoya to 
save a young girl from an evil crime lord in “Birds of Prey.”

OPENINGS
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FOR OFFICIAL RULES AND ENTRY FORM, VISIT:

ANNOUNCING

THE 34TH ANNUAL PALO ALTO WEEKLY

Short Story 
Contest

Sponsored by:

ENTRY DEADLINE: 
March 27, 2020 at 5pm

Prizes for First, Second  
and Third place winners 

in each category:  
Adult,  

Young Adult (15-17)  
and Teen (12-14)

www.paloaltoonline.com/short_story

ALL stories must be  
2,500 words or less
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Living Well
A monthly special section of news              & information for seniors

FEBRUARY 2020

Gaye Courtney, left, and Maybelle Freeman learn how to use an iPad during a class by Senior Planet, a techology-themed organization 
aimed at keeping older adults up to date on the latest trends. Avenidas@450Bryant is the only location on the west coast to house the New 
York-based organization’s satellite program.

New technology-themed institute  
brings tech-hungry seniors downtown 

Dental treatment with your  

Medicare Part B

HEALTH INSURANCEMEDICARE

Only 1% of the dentists 
in the U.S. are Medicare 
credentialed providers.

Los Altos Dental Care  
is that 1%.

Los Altos Dental Care

925 N. San Antonio Road, Los Altos

CALL FOR A FREE CONSULTATION 650-559-0000

Dr. Ardy Salem
LosAltosDentalCare.org

Sign up for the  
only food newsletter  

on the Peninsula at 
PaloAltoOnline.com/ 

express

BY  E L E N A  K A DVA N Y

Food reporting you won't  
find anywhere else. 

Senior Planet opens 
first west coast hub  

in Palo Alto
Story by Chris Kenrick  

Photos by Sammy Dallal

D owntown Palo Alto has 
been a longtime mecca 
for tech startups, and now 

it could be a destination for re-
tired tech workers and other older 
adults hungry to know the latest 
trends. 

Avenidas@450Bryant is the 
only west coast location where 
New York-based Senior Planet has 
opened a satellite hub specifically 
aimed at keeping older adults up to 
date on technology. The technolo-
gy-themed institute, which opened 
its doors at the senior center last 
summer, offers classes on every-
thing from iPad basics, smart-
phone photography and social me-
dia to more advanced topics such 
as cryptocurrency, net neutrality, 
fake news, autonomous vehicles, 
artificial intelligence, and privacy 
and security. The institute also 
hosts live-streamed watch parties 
on various topics — including the 
upcoming “Myths about sex and 
aging” scheduled for Tuesday, Feb. 
11 — and is stocked with iPads, 
laptops, a 3-D printer, a PlaySta-
tion 4, a Nintendo Switch and 
virtual reality consoles that give 
seniors a hands-on opportunity to 
have fun with new devices.

Ryan Kawamoto, the Senior 
Planet regional director who sits 
in the Palo Alto office, described 
the program as a “social change 

model” focused on how technology 
can empower a person to do more. 

“It’s not just how to turn on and 
off an iPad, but how to use it for 
financial planning,” Kawamoto 
said. “We’re seeing a lot of qual-
ity of life issues — how to use 

Facetime, how to put birthdays on 
your smartphone or calendar, how 
to use Google calendar to balance 
a very busy lifestyle.”

He said the program’s cur-
riculum model, along with tech 
support from the New York 

headquarters, make the courses 
more current and practical than 
traditional classes; they also at-
tract participants with varying 
levels of prior knowledge, includ-
ing those who have very limited 
knowledge to experienced tech 

users who might have worked at 
or helped to launch Silicon Valley 
companies. 

“It’s a great community re-
source,” said Roberta Kehret, a 

(continued on page 46)
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Living Well

INTERNATIONAL FILM ... The United Nations 
Association Film Festival will screen the 
2007 documentary “A Promise to the Dead: 
The Exile Journey of Ariel Dorfman “on 
Monday, Feb. 10, 3-4:30 p.m. at Channing 
House, 850 Webster St., Palo Alto. Free. The 
movie explores exile, memory, longing and 
democracy through the words and memories of 
Dorfman, a member of the socialist government 
of Chilean President Salvador Allende, who was 
ousted in a 1973 CIA-sponsored coup. 

MUSIC AT NOON ... Four cellists will perform 
works by J.S. Bach, Antonio Vivaldi and David 
Popper  on Tuesday, Feb. 11, at the Oshman 
Family Jewish Community Center, 3921 Fabian 
Way, Palo Alto. A hot buffet lunch will be served 
before the performance. The event is part of 
the JCC’s Community Tuesdays series. It will 
be held from noon to 1:30 p.m. in the JCC’s 
Schultz Cultural Hall. $25. RSVP by Feb. 9 
to Michelle Rosengaus at 650-223-8616 or 
mrosengaus@paloaltojcc.org

SOLO WOMEN ... P.A. Moore, who has made 
more than 25 independent trips abroad, 
will discuss helpful hints and safety tips in a 
discussion group titled “Lessons Learned: Solo 
Women Travelers” on Monday, Feb. 24, 1:30-3 
p.m. at Avenidas, 450 Bryant Street, Palo Alto. 
$10. To register, call 650-289-5400. 

AUTHOR SERIES ... Palliative care physician 
and author BJ Miller will be the February 
speaker in a spring series of readings and 
discussions by acclaimed writers about end 
of life, dying and grief  sponsored by Mission 
Hospice of San Mateo. Miller’s 2019 book, “A 

Senior Focus Beginner’s Guide to the End: Practical Advice 
for Living Life and Facing Death,” was called 
“the equivalent of Dr. Spock, but for this other 
phase of life,” by Stanford physician and writer 
Abraham Verghese. Thursday, Feb. 27, 7-8:30 
p.m. at 1670 South Amphlett, #300, San 
Mateo. Free, but space is limited. RSVP to 650-
532-2396 or MissionHospice.eventbrite.com.

STORIES AND MUSIC ... Storyteller Joel ben 
Izzy and musicians from the Philharmonia 
Baroque Orchestra will present “A Journey 
Around the World in Stories and Music” on 
Tuesday, Feb. 25 at the Oshman Family Jewish 
Community Center, 3921 Fabian Way, Palo 
Alto. The stories will go from a marketplace 
in old Jerusalem to a Turkish bathhouse 
in Istanbul, from a shul in Krakow to the 
southernmost pub in Ireland and beyond. The 
event is part of the JCC’s Community Tuesdays 
series. It will be held 1-2:30 p.m. in the JCC’s 
Schultz Cultural Hall. $15. For more information, 
contact Michelle Rosengaus at 650-223-8616 
or mrosengaus@paloaltojcc.org

MEMORY CAFE ... Avenidas will sponsor a 
Memory Café, a  social gathering for people 
with mild to moderate cognitive impairment 
and their family caregivers to come together in 
a safe and comfortable space, on Thursday, 
Feb. 27, 3-4:30 p.m. at the Avenidas Rose 
Kleiner Center, 270 Escuela Ave., Mountain 
View. The person with dementia must have a 
family care provider with them. $20 per pair. 
Space is limited and RSVP required. Call 650-
289-5400 to register. For more information, 
contact Emily Farber at efarber@avenidas.org 
or 650-289-5496.

Items for Senior Focus may be emailed 
to Palo Alto Weekly Contributing Writer 
Chris Kenrick at ckenrick@paweekly.com.

Calendar of EventsLiving Well FEBRUARY 2020Need a trusty resource  
to help fix things  

around your home?

(650) 289-5426
450 Bryant Street,

Palo Alto      avenidas.org

Offering 
below-market 

rates!

Avenidas’ Handyman Services program 
has been caring for homes
on the mid-Peninsula since 1976! 

We take the worry out of having to 
find and select the right workers for 
any job.

• Accessibility installation
• Electrical repairs
• Plumbing repairs
• Interior and exterior painting
• Yardwork
• Security installation
• Minor carpentry job

For complete schedule or info about Avenidas events,  
call 650-289-5400

Feb 1
AARP Smart Driver (Full course)
8:30am-5pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Pre-
registration required. Call 650-289-5400. 
$15 AARP members/$20 non-members

Feb 3
Blood Pressure Screening
10am-12pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Drop-in, 
free.

Feb 4
Senior Fitness Assessments
11am-1pm, Avenidas@Cubberley. Pre-
registration required. Call 650-289-5409. Free.

Feb 5
Presentation: “The Voter’s Choice Act” in 
English and Mandarin
1:30-3pm, Avenidas@Cubberley. Presented by 
the League of Women Voters. For more info call 
650-289-5409. Free.
Current Events
1:30-3pm – every Wednesday, Avenidas@450 

289-5400 for more info.

Feb 6 
Avenidas Village Coffee Chat
2pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant.  Space is limited. 
RSVP required.  Call 650-289-5405.  Free.

Feb 7
Ping-Pong for members – every Friday
Avenidas@Cubberley. Call to schedule your 
time 650-289-5409.

Feb 10
Armchair Travel: Japan, part 3
1:30-2:30pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Call 650-
289-5400 to register. Free.

Sound Bath
3-4pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Call 650-289-
5400 to register, $25/$30.

Feb 11
Avenidas Walkers
10am – every Tuesday.  Call 650-387-5256 for 
trailhead info or to schedule. Free

Feb 12
Mindfulness Meditation – every Wednesday
2-3pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant.  Drop-in, free.

Feb 13
Avenidas Hikers
9:30am – every Thursday.  Email Susan at 
Susanj1942@gmail.com for trailhead info or to 
schedule, 0/$5.

Feb 14
“Love is Love”- celebrate the all inclusivity of 
love! All are welcome!
3-5pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Presented by 
Avenidas LGBTQ+ Community Café. For more 
info and to RSVP: tkingery@avenidas.org. Free. 

Feb 17
President’s Day
Avenidas closed

Feb 18

10am-12:30pm. Appointment required. Call 
650-289-5400. $35/$45.

Feb 19 

and registration
1-4pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Owners and 
renters welcome. Drop-in, free. 

Feb 20
Tinnitus Support Group
6:30-8:30pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. For more 
info, contact Ken: karmtac@aol.com. Free.

Feb 21
Social Bridge – every Friday
1-4pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant.  Call 650-289-
5400 for more info.  Drop-in, free.

Feb 24
Discussion Group: “Lessons Learned: Solo 
Women Travelers”
1:30-3pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Call to 
register 650-289-5400. $10

Feb 25
Senior Fitness Assessments
1-3pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant. Pre-registration 
required. Call 650-289-5400. Free.
Avenidas Village Coffee Chat
2pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant.  Space is limited. 
RSVP required.  Call 650-289-5405.  Free.

Feb 26 
Movie: “Finding Mr. Right” – in Mandarin 
with English subtitles
1:30-3:30pm, Avenidas@Cubberley, 0/$2.

Feb 27 
Movie: “Blinded by the Light”
1:30-4pm, Avenidas@450 Bryant, 0/$2.

Feb 28
Club Aveneedles (Needlework Club) – every 
Friday
2-4 pm, Avenidas@Cubberley.  Bring your own 
project.  Light instruction only.  Drop-in, free.
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Trusted  
Home Care
Kendra’s dedication to clients  

is just one of the many reasons  

why we’re the Bay Area’s leading 

expert in senior care. 

In fact, over 16,000 Bay Area  

families trust us to take care of 

family and loved ones in the  

comfort of their own home.

Free consultation

650.931.1860

SeniorsAtHome.org

A Division of Jewish Family and Children’s Services

San Francisco  •  Peninsula  •  Marin  •  Sonoma County

HHA License 220000378

Kendra Benisano, RN, BSN

Director of Homecare  

and Nursing Services
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Living Well

longtime Palo Alto resident, who 
is working her way through sev-
eral Senior Planet classes, includ-
ing iPhone photography. “What I 
appreciate is that our senior center 
here is so different than across the 
country. In the Midwest they have 
things like Bingo, but this — the 
variety of classes and the areas 
that are covered — is like going 
to a community college.”

Kehret said she now has a bet-
ter under standing of privacy set-
tings and social networks and is 
learning how to transfer what she 
knows how to do on her iPad onto 
her cell phone. 

Avenidas CEO Amy Andon-
ian said Avenidas was one of the 
first senior centers in the country 
to launch technology training for 
seniors decades ago, but declining 
participation in those traditional 
classes led her to search for a 

more engaging program.
She decided on Senior Planet, 

offering the group prime space at 
the senior center’s newly renovated 
and expanded downtown building. 

“Senior Planet made a name for 
itself by focusing not on technol-
ogy for the sake of technology 
but on how tech can be a tool to 
empower people in different areas 
of their lives — health and well-
ness, art and creative expression, 
financial literacy, civic engage-
ment and social connection,” An-
donian said. “For example, how 
do you meet people when you’re 
older? Online dating is the norm. 
Or maybe you want to lose 15 
pounds. A Fitbit could be a good 
way of tracking your activity, or 
maybe you form a walking group 
and have a contest on steps. So 
it’s not about the Fitbit per se, but 
about the broader life goals.”

Andonian said classes can 
even be tailored to address local 
interests. 

The Senior Planet site in New 

York, she explained, launched 
a class focused on online dating 
after a group of seniors expressed 
interest in it.

“They were all single and want-
ed to get into the dating scene,” 
she said. 

Just like the New York site, 
Kawamoto said he plans to cus-
tomize future course offerings in 
Palo Alto. 

For all the tech talk, Kawamoto 
said, “The most-read articles on 
the Senior Planet website are the 
sex ones.” 

The watch party for Joan 
Ryan’s talk, “Debunking the 
Seven Myths About Sex and 
Aging,” will be 4-5:30 p.m.,  
Tuesday, Feb. 11, at Senior Plan-
et@Avenidas. To RSVP, email 
rsvp@seniorplanetavenidas.org. 
For more information on Senior 
Planet, go to seniorplanet.org/
locations/palo-alto/. 

Contributing writer Chris 
Kenrick can be emailed at 
ckenrick@paweekly.com.

Technology
(continued from page 43)

An instructor from Senior Planet teaches seniors how to use the iPad’s camera during a tech class at 
Avenidas@450Bryant. The class is part of a program focused on teaching older adults practical tech 
skills that can be used to improve their day-to-day routines.

An instructor from Senior Planet, center, helps Bob Archibald with his iPad while Aviva Bernstein uses 
the iPad’s camera during a tech class at Avenidas@450Bryant.

Marketplace
CAREGIVER

Live-In or Live-Out
20 years  

of experience.

Contact:

Aulola Fong

Phone: 

510-706-3099

ROOM FOR RENT

Small midtown studio. 

1450 rent includes utilities. 

Kitchenette/fridge/sink/ 

microwave/ cabinets. 

Partially furnished. 

Adjacent laundry room. 

Single occupancy only/ 

no pets. Contact e-mail if 

interested.

Mildred.b.kent@gmail.com

Alex Peralta 

HANDYMAN SERVICES

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling 

Painting-Interior/Exterior

Tile, Granite & Concrete 

Gutters and Downspouts

Fence & Deck Repairs 

Electric, Plumbing

Foam Roofing, Recoat 

All type of roof repairs

Phone: 650-465-1821

Alt. Phone: 650-520-8892

Email: aphms@hotmail.com

Lic. #32562

FREE ESTIMATES
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Palo Alto’s Professorville neighborhood is a historic district noted 
for its many homes built by Stanford University professors that 
stretch back to the founding of Stanford University and Palo 

Alto’s early years. Its current boundaries are Addison Avenue, Webster 
Street, Embarcadero Road and Emerson Street. 

Our tour began standing in front of the Westminster House on King-
sley Avenue. According to local historian Bo Crane, the imposing 
structure was built as a residence in 1914 but now houses offices for 
the First Presbyterian Church of Palo Alto. Walter Hays — for whom 
a Palo Alto school is named — once served as the church’s minister.

Crane noted the building’s Tudor revival architectural style, which 
typically includes half-timbering, brick and stucco siding, oversized 
fireplaces and steeply pitched roofs.

“I found that everything in Professorville is called a revival,” Crane 
said. “So you can’t go wrong if you call it a revival.” 

Throughout our tour, it quickly became apparent that the neighbor-
hood’s housing stock abounds with a variety of architectural revival 
styles, from Tudor to Georgian, and particularly colonial. 

But to hear the history of Professorville, it’s clear that, as it devel-
oped during the late 19th and early 20th century, this part of Palo Alto 
wasn’t so much about revivals as it was about beginnings — archi-
tecture aside. Palo Alto was incorporated in 1894, and a number of 
Professorville residents had a hand in the city’s early history.

Of course, this neighborhood was not only home to many figures 
important in the making of Palo Alto but also to a certain garage where 
David Packard and Bill Hewlett’s work launched Silicon Valley, which 
would prove the re-making of the city and the communities around it.

Here’s a glimpse at a few of Professorville’s numerous notable homes 
and the people who lived there:

A walk through the past

Professorville
This small neighborhood has  

made a big impact on Palo Alto
by Heather Zimmerman

Note to readers: This is the first in an occasional series fea-
turing neighborhood walks with Palo Alto Stanford Heritage 
(PAST) historian Bo Crane. The walks take inspiration from 
tours offered by the nonprofit organization that explore the his-
tory and architecture of various Palo Alto neighborhoods. This 
week, we take a look at the historic Professorville neighborhood, 
located less than a mile southeast of downtown Palo Alto.

OPEN HOME GUIDE  60
Also online at PaloAltoOnline.comHome & Real Estate

NEEDLE FELTING ... Learn a 
new craft and make something 
fun, fuzzy and useful in a 
workshop on Saturday, Feb. 
8, 1-3 p.m. at the Mitchell 
Park Library. Create a heart-
shaped pin cushion out 
of needle-felted wool. All 
materials provided. Space 
is limited and registration is 
required. The Mitchell Park 
Library is located at 3700 
Middlefield Road, Palo Alto. 
For more information, call 
650-329-2436 or visit library.
cityofpaloalto.org/

SPRING GARDEN PREP ... 
Don’t know where to start 
prepping your garden for the 
spring? UC Master Gardener 
Mint Pasakdee leads a free 
workshop on Wednesday, 
Feb. 12, 7-8:30 p.m. at the 
Los Altos Library that will 
cover how to prioritize your 
springtime garden agenda. 
Found out when to prep soils, 
sow seeds, fertilize, prune, 
mulch and more. The Los 
Altos Library is located at 13 
S. San Antonio Road, Los 
Altos. For more information, 
call 408-282-3105 or visit 
mgsantaclara.ucanr.edu/
events/

TOMATO MASTERY ... 
It’s never too early to start 
planning for perfect summer 
produce. Learn how to get 
a bounty of beautiful, tasty 
tomatoes at the next meeting 
of the Western Horticultural 
Society on Wednesday, Feb. 
12, 7:30 p.m. at the Los 
Altos Youth Center. Cynthia 
Sandberg of Love Apple Farm 
will discuss her tips and tricks 
for growing towering tomato 
plants that bear bushels of 
fruit. Love Apple Farm teamed 
with local Michelin-starred 
restaurant Manresa for over a 
decade in a true farm-to-table 
partnership. The meeting is 
open to the public. Admission 
is $10 nonmembers and free 
to society members. The Los 
Altos Youth Center is located 
at 1 N. San Antonio Road, Los 
Altos. For more information, 
visit westernhort.org/speakers-
events. 

Home Front

Send notices of news and events related 
to real estate, interior design, home 
improvement and gardening to Home 
Front, Palo Alto Weekly, P.O. Box 1610, 
Palo Alto, CA 94302, or email editor@
paweekly.com. Deadline is one week 
before publication.

A weekly guide to home, garden and real estate news

There are more real estate features 
online. Go to PaloAltoOnline.com/
real_estate.

READ MORE ONLINE
PaloAltoOnline.com

Other notable homes
1601 Bryant St.

Nicknamed the “Sunbonnet House” after its dramatic porch 
roof — a cantilevered gambrel roof that resembles a sunbon-
net — this home was designed by prominent architect Bernard 
Maybeck in 1899 for Emma Kellogg, an activist for the hear-
ing impaired, who was herself deaf.

433 Kingsley Ave.
Michael Stein, and his wife, Sarah, owned this home from 

(continued on page 48)
(continued on page 48)

Abbott Home, Lincoln Avenue
Professorville can seem almost synonymous with wood-shingled 

homes, and this example, a colonial revival built in 1901, features 
a fine detail of sawtooth shingle trim on its double gable dormer. 
The home’s first resident was Nathan Abbott, the first dean of 
Stanford Law School — and for whom the campus’ Abbott Way 
is named, according to Crane. Early in its existence, the house 
faced a serious stress test: the 1906 earthquake. Influential 
Harvard psychologist William James, who was visiting at the time, 
apparently decided to take a scientific approach to experiencing 
the natural disaster: “While everybody ran out, he stayed upstairs 
because he wanted to feel the effects of the shake,” Crane said.

H
e

a
th

e
r 

Z
im

m
e

rm
a

n

C
o

u
rt

e
sy

 o
f 

P
A

S
T

Sanford Home, Kingsley Avenue
Physics professor Fernando Sanford built this large colonial 

revival home in 1894 — he was on Stanford University’s original 
faculty when the school opened in 1891. According to Crane, 
“(Sanford) was the first to generate and detect X-rays.” But his 
discovery, made in 1893, was accidental and not formally pursued; 
German professor Wilhelm Röntgen is credited with discovering 
the X-ray process in 1895. The home features several elements 
frequently seen on homes in the neighborhood, including a gambrel 
roof (a two-sided roof with two slopes on each side) and a Queen 
Anne tower. 
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Home & Real Estate

2342 MIDDLEFIELD ROAD, PALO ALTO
Open House Sat 2/8 & Sun 2/9 1:30-4:30 PM
4 bedrooms   |   2.5 bathrooms   |   2,281 sq ft living, 7,100 sq ft lot   |   Listed for $3,400,000

4001 HACIENDA STREET, SAN MATEO
Open House Sat 2/8 & Sun 2/9 1:30-4:30 PM
4 bedrooms   |   3 bathrooms   |   2,834 sq ft living, 6,200 sq ft lot   |   Listed for $1,800,000

JLEE REALTY

李文房地產做的最好

650.857.1000
homes@julianalee.com

julianalee.com

Juliana Lee
MBA/LLB

Certified Residential Specialist
DRE# 00851314

Jade Lee
JLEE Real Estate Broker

DRE# 02032430DRE## 020

Professorville  
(continued from page 47)

1935 to 1949. Michael was 
the brother of writer Ger-
trude Stein, who lectured 
at Stanford in 1935. The 
Steins were early support-
ers of the painter Henri 
Matisse and a number of 
works from their collec-
tion were acquired by the 
San Francisco Museum of 
Modern Art.

Sherwood Court
This group of 10 cot-

tages was designed by Birge 
Clark and built in 1940 by 
Edward and Dorothy Marx 
Sherwood and is sometimes 
known as Kingsley Court. 

If you’re interested
Palo Alto Stanford Heritage 
(PAST) will offer a series of 
docent-led tours of various 
Palo Alto neighborhoods in 
May. The organization also 
offers information for self-
guided tours on its website. 
For details, visit pastheritage.
org/tours.html

Notable homes
(continued from page 47)
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Wing Home, Lincoln Avenue
This 1893 home was designed by an important local architect, 

Arthur Bridgman Clark, whose son, Birge, would become an 
influential local architect in his own right. It was built for civil 
engineering professor Charles Benjamin Wing, an early Stanford 
faculty member. Crane noted that Wing himself made his mark 
locally in a number of ways, including as the designer of the (now-
demolished) Stanford Stadium and as a Palo Alto city council 
member for 25 years. He also served as mayor. The unique house 
has a one-and-a-half story gambrel roof and an unusually shaped 
bay window. On a personal note, Crane said that he attended Palo 
Alto High School with several children of the Remmel family, which 
owned the house from 1954 to 2007.
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Wilson & Kelly, Bryant Street
Built around 1904, this Craftsman was home to Wilson 

& Kelly, a studio run by photographers Maude Wilson 
and Alice Kelly. According to Crane, the studio opened in 
1906. A listing in the 1911 Polk’s San Jose and Santa Clara 
County Directory (which includes Palo Alto) describes the 
focus of the Wilson & Kelly studio as, “Particular attention 
given to student work, children’s pictures, and home 
portraiture.” It appears their portraiture may have included 
some local luminaries, as well: Wilson & Kelly are credited 
on a portrait of David Starr Jordan, Stanford University’s 
first president, that’s in the collection of the Bancroft 
Library at the University of California, Berkeley. 

Home & Real Estate Editor Heather Zimmerman can be 
emailed at hzimmerman
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Julie Tsai Law

Broker Associate, CRS, SRES

650.799.8888

julie@julietsailaw.com

julietsailaw.com

DRE #01339682

972 Amarillo Ave, Palo Alto
ELEGANTLY REMODELED & EXPANDED! Popular setting close to EVERYTHING. Open floorplan w/ vaulted ceilings, lots of light. 

Extensively updated & thoughtfully redesigned. High-end kitchen, expanded master suite! Near top PA schools. A rare find!

4 Beds 3 Baths Living | +/- 1636  SF Lot | +/- 6160 SF 972Amarillo.com

Thinking about moving? Call Julie to start your planning process! 650.799.8888

South Palo Alto
SOUTH PALO ALTO ELEGANT LIVING MOMENTS FROM EVERYTHING

LUXURY HOME BOASTS HIGHLY POPULAR SETTING

5 Beds 3.5 Baths Living | +/- 2795  SF Lot | +/- 8360  SF

BLOSSOM VALLEY RETREAT CLOSE TO EVERYTHING

LOW-KEY LOCATION, ABUNDANT UPGRADES

1846 Limetree Ln, Mountain View

4 Beds 2 Baths Living | +/- 1537  SF Lot | +/- 8085  SF

Experience, Integrity, Trust

Proudly serving Palo Alto and surrounding 

neighborhoods for nearly 20 years.

COMING SOON

Open Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 pm

COMING SOON PENDING IN 7 DAYS
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Portola Valley
Off ered at $12,000,000

Lisa Keith  ·  650.703.8644
Lic. #00882247

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

SILICON VALLE Y HOMES

Other Offices  BELVEDERE-TIBURON  ·   BERKELEY  ·   DANVILLE  ·   L AFAYET TE  ·   MILL VALLEY  ·   MONTCL AIR

NAPA  ·   NOVATO  ·   OAKL AND  ·   ROSS VALLEY  ·   SAN RAFAEL  ·   SAUSALITO  ·   STINSON BEACH

Each Franchise is Independently Owned and Operated.

People have looked to Sotheby’s
to discover the best in life
for more than 250 years.

Ask your Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty agent 
about opportunities around the world or around the corner.

Cowper St, Palo Alto
Off ered at $24,995,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

Spain
Property ID: 69LZT5

sir.com

3383 Brittan Ave #11, San Carlos
Price Upon Request

Brian Ayer  ·  650.242.2473
Lic. #01870281

Daniela Haaland  ·  650.980.8866
Lic. #02045462

100 Baltic Cl Unit 140, 
Redwood Shores

Off ered at $1,325,000
Susan Tanner  ·  650.255.7372

Lic. #01736865

445 Mountain Home Rd, Woodside
Off ered at $9,500,000

Shena Hurley  ·  650.575.0991
Lic. #01152002

Susie Dews  ·  650.302.2639
Lic. #00781220

454 Buena Vista Ave, Redwood City
Off ered at $3,198,000

John Shroyer  ·  650.787.2121
Lic. #00613370

271 Addison Ave, Palo Alto
Off ered at $1,700,000

Chris Iverson  ·  650.450.0450
Lic. #01708130

1433 Kentfi eld Ave, Redwood City
Off ered at $1,450,000

Brian Ayer  ·  650.242.2473
Lic. #01870281

Daniela Haaland  ·  650.980.8866
Lic. #02045462

177 Ramoso Rd, Portola Valley
Price reduced to $5,900,000
Alex Bouja  ·  408.489.0025

Lic. # 01744054

97 Erstwild Ct, Palo Alto
Off ered at $3,998,000

Samia Cullen  ·  650.384.4392
Lic. #01180821

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St
650.644.3474

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave

650.847.1141

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd

650.941.4300

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd

650.851.6600

Redwood City Office
555 Middlefield Rd

650.577.3700 

San Carlos Office
1250 San Carlos Ave 101

650.597.1800

Burlingame Office
401 Primrose Ave, St. J

650.865.3000 

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd

408.358.2800

561 Lytton Ave, Palo Alto
Off ered at $2,699,000

Gloria Young  ·  650.380.9918
Lic. #01895672

John Young  ·  650.862.2122
Lic. #02036387

640 Forest Ave Unit C, Palo Alto
Off ered at $1,525,000

Lucy Berman  ·  650.208.8824
Lic. #01413627
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Colleen Foraker
Realtor
650.380.0085
colleen@colleenforaker.com
DRE 01349099

Rankings provided courtesy of Real Trends, The Thousand list of individual agents by total sales volume in 2018. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. 

be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

Spectacular Mid-Century Modern Home with Breathtaking 
Bay Views and Adjacent 1/3+ Acre Vacant Lot 

480 Erlin Drive, San Carlos 
3 Bed    |    2 Baths    |    2,907 Sq. Ft.    |    31,790 Sq Ft Lot    |    $3,250,000 

in, yet very private location.  From the moment you arrive, the breathtaking views unfold with 
unobstructed vistas enjoyed from almost every room, beginning with the San Francisco skyline, 
spanning across the San Mateo Bridge and Peninsula, and out to the East Bay hills. This stylish 

walls of glass and expansive entertaining decks take center stage presenting exceptional views 
from every angle. This unique property, comprising two separate parcels, each over 1/3rd acre, 
offers myriad options as well. Explore all of the various development alternatives with the city of 

north of the vibrant downtown and in close proximity to outstanding local schools!

480ErlinDrive.com
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TERRIE MASUDA
650.917.7969 
terrie@terriemasuda.com 
www.terriemasuda.com
CalBRE #00951976

This 3 bedroom, 2 bath home on the Mountain View/Los Altos border has been updated 
 

 

Beautifully Updated Home
Open Saturday & Sunday 1:30-4:30

1064 Clark Avenue, Mountain View, CA 94040
3 Beds 2 Baths  |  $2,000,000
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Property Photo

2 Bed 2 Bath 1,030 Sq Ft Offered at $1,400,000

On Broker Tour Friday, 2/7 (open to public) 
Open House Saturday 2/8 & Sunday 2/9, 
2:30-4:30pm

This is the home you have been waiting for! This one 
level townhome offers 2 bedrooms and 2 bathrooms, 
with a landscaped front and back yard. With soaring 
high ceilings and lots of natural light, as well as a 
remodeled kitchen with appliances still under warranty. 
This particular townhome comes with two parking 
spaces, a washer and dryer in house, and a community 
pool. The HOA includes all fees except for electricity. 
This exceptional home is on broker tour this week, and 
open this weekend. You won’t want to miss!

Pam Page
650.400.5061
pam.page@compass.com
DRE 00858214

condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

155 
Greenmeadow  
Way, Palo Alto

Your Realtor & You
2020 Silicon Valley REALTORS® Leadership Takes Oath of Office

The Silicon Valley Association of REALTORS® 

(SILVAR) 2020 leadership team was installed on 

Jan. 23 at the Los Altos Golf & Country Club. 

California Association of REALTORS® (C.A.R.) 

2020 President Jeanne Radsick administered 

the oath of office to SILVAR President Mary 

Kay Groth and the 2020 officers and board 

directors. Sereno Group co-founder Chris 

Trapani served as master of ceremonies.

SILVAR's 2020 officers include Groth, a 

REALTOR® with Sereno Group Los Gatos, 

President; Joanne Fraser, a REALTOR® with 

Compass Los Altos, President-elect; and Jeff 

Bell, broker manager of Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage Cupertino, Treasurer.

Joining SILVAR's lead officers are Alan Barbic 

(Sereno Group), Past President; Bill Moody 

(Referral Realty), Region 9 Chair; Leannah 

Hunt (Sereno Group), NAR Director. District 

Chairs are Francesca Lampert (Coldwell 

Banker), Menlo Park-Atherton;  Lynn Wilson 

Roberts (Compass), Palo Alto; Greg Boudreau 

(Coldwell Banker), Los Altos-Mountain View; 

Mark Burns (Coldwell Banker), Cupertino-

Sunnyvale; and Elizabeth Doyle (Sereno 

Group), Los Gatos-Saratoga; and Directors 

At-large are Brett Caviness (Compass), 

Katherine Frey (Katherine Frey Real Estate), 

Eileen Giorgi (Sereno Group), Jim Hamilton 

(Compass), Penelope Huang (Golden Gate 

Sotheby's Real Estate) and Karen Trolan 

(Sereno Group).

A native of Illinois, Groth and her husband 

Kenn moved around the country and eventually 

settled in Los Gatos in 1987, where she worked 

at a small family-owned commercial property 

management company. She later moved on to 

residential real estate with Cornish & Carey. 

Groth first got involved with SILVAR through 

volunteering, then stepped up to serve on 

the district council and on to bigger roles at 

SILVAR. 

Groth said attending her first state REALTOR® 

legislative meetings opened her eyes to the 

strength of the REALTOR® voice. The meetings 

impressed upon her that being involved was not 

only worth her time, but "a call to serve." 

Quoting the late Martin Luther King, Jr., Groth 

said, "'Everybody can be great because anybody 

can serve. You don’t have to have a college 

degree to serve. You don’t have to make your 

subject and verb agree to serve. You only need a 

heart full of grace, a soul generated by love.' 

"I look forward to serving our Association and 

its members in 2020, and proudly wear the 

National Association of REALTORS® slogan for 

2020 - REALTORS®, that’s who we R®!"

This year's installation sponsors were Sereno 

Group, MLSListings, DeLeon Realty, Keller 

Williams Bay Area Estates, and the SILVAR 

Districts of Los Gatos-Saratoga, Los Altos-

Mountain View, Cupertino-Sunnyvale, Menlo 

Park-Atherton and Palo Alto.

****

Information provided in this column is 

presented by the Silicon Valley Association of 

REALTORS®. Send questions to Rose Meily at 

rmeily@silvar.org.

Stunning Retreat  

on the water at  

“THE WATERS”

 

Remodeled  

2 bedroom  |  2 bath

Well Capitalize HOA

905 W Middlefield Rd, Unit #971 
Mountain View

OPEN Saturday & Sunday 1-4

Hosted by: 
Geraldine Asmus

Real Estate Advisor

Intero Real Estate

(650) 387-0006

g.asmus@att.net

CALDRE #01328160

Offered at $998,000
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ATHERTON
200 Selby Ln $2,649,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 3 BD/2 BA
Compass 888-8338
196 Patricia Dr $7,480,000
Sun 1:30-4 4 BD/3 BA
Compass 888-0860
45 Valley Ct $7,500,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/4.5 BA
Compass 868-0434
40 Selby Ln $5,000,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 5 BD/4 BA
Coldwell Banker 855-9700

BURLINGAME
407 Occidental Av $2,998,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 4 BD/3 BA
Compass 867-4880

LOS ALTOS
433 Yerba Buena Av $3,498,000
Sat 1-4 3 BD/3.5 BA
Compass 464-8293
1400 Holly Av $2,988,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 4 BD/3 BA
DeLeon Realty 900-7000

LOS ALTOS HILLS
27464 Altamont Rd $5,399,000
Sat 1-4 4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

670-0773
11564 Arroyo Oaks Dr $4,849,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

450-0450
10600 Chardonnay Ln $4,185,000
Sat 2-4 4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

917-2433
27760 Edgerton Rd $4,995,000
Sun 2-4 4 BD/6.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

917-2433
26600 Elena Rd $3,998,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

823-3292
10776 Mora Dr $3,788,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/2 BA
DeLeon Realty 900-7000
26724 Palo Hills Dr $4,695,000
Sun 1-4 5 BD/3.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

722-1065
25621 Vinedo Ln $11,988,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 6 BD/8+3 Half BA
DeLeon Realty 900-7000
11768 Maria Ln $8,995,000
Sun 2-4 8 BD/8.5 BA
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 

917-2433

MENLO PARK
2079 Valparaiso Av $1,725,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 2 BD/1 BA 
Coldwell Banker 799-4365
3330 Alameda de las Pulgas $2,488,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 4 BD/2 BA 
DeLeon Realty 900-7000
2098 Cedar Av $2,998,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 4 BD/3.5 BA 
Compass 888-8338
725 Evergreen St $3,800,000
Sat 1:30-4 4 BD/2.5 BA 
Compass 888-4898
20 San Juan Av $4,695,000
Sat 2-4 4 BD/4.5 BA 
Compass 255-1816
153 & 161 Stone Pine Ln $3,950,000
Sun 1:30-4 4 BD/4.5 BA 
Coldwell Banker 207-8444
1700 Bay Laurel Dr $5,895,000
Sun 1-4 5 BD/2.5 BA 
Compass 465-5971
565 Olive St $3,988,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 5 BD/3 BA 
DeLeon Realty 900-7000

PALO ALTO
190 Webster St $1,400,000
Sun 1-4 1 BD/1 BA 
Compass 465-1651
271 Addison Av $1,700,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 2 BD/2 BA 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 
 450-0450
360 Everett Av 5B (C) $1,995,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 2 BD/2 BA 
Compass 333-3833
640 Forest Av Unit C (C) $1,525,000
Sun 2-4 2 BD/2 BA 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 
 208-8824
555 Byron St #101 $1,550,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 3 BD/2.5 BA 
Compass 906-8008
97 Erstwild Ct $4,198,000
Sat 2:30-4:30 3 BD/3 BA 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 
 384-5392
650 Santa Rita Av $4,988,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 3 BD/3.5 BA 
DeLeon Realty 900-7000
734 Seneca St $8,749,000
Sat 2-4 3 BD/2 BA 
Compass 400-8424
972 Amarillo Av Call for price
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/3 BA 
Compass 799-8888
917 El Cajon Way $2,798,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 4 BD/2 BA 
Compass 269-8556

1023 Forest Av $5,488,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 4 BD/3.5 BA 
DeLeon Realty 900-7000
640 Fulton St $3,488,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 4 BD/3 BA 
DeLeon Realty 900-7000
2342 Middlefield Rd $3,400,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/2.5 BA 
Jlee Realty 857-1000
2291 South Ct $5,798,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/4 BA 
Intero 400-3308
962 Blair Ct $2,395,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 5 BD/3 BA 
Keller Williams Realty 483-2710
250 Cowper St $2,988,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 5 BD/4 BA 
DeLeon Realty 900-7000
970 Elsinore Ct $3,499,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 5 BD/3 BA 
Compass 766-7772
1039 University Av $12,500,000
Sun 1-4 5 BD/4.5 BA 
Yarkin Realty 387-4242
2250 Waverley St $5,150,000
Sun 2-4 5 BD/3.5 BA 
Compass 400-8424
2001 Webster St $9,980,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 5 BD/4 BA 
Keller Williams Realty 269-7538
142 Kellogg Av $4,988,000
Sat 1-4 6 BD/5 BA 
DeLeon Realty 900-7000

PORTOLA VALLEY
20 Foxtail $3,288,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 4 BD/3 BA 
Coldwell Banker 415-377-2924
229 Grove Dr $3,995,000
Sun 1-4 4 BD/2 BA 
Coldwell Banker 415-377-2924
53 Linaria Way $2,650,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/3 BA 
Intero 438-2331
25 Los Charros Ln $6,250,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/4.5 BA 
Coldwell Banker 400-2933
180 Willowbrook Dr $3,295,000
Sun 1-4 4 BD/2.5 BA 
Coldwell Banker 619-6461
80 Golden Oak Dr $5,985,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 5 BD/5.5 BA 
Coldwell Banker 415-377-2924
177 Ramoso Rd $5,900,000
Sun 2-4 5 BD/4 | 2 BA 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 
 408-489-0025

REDWOOD CITY
1013 Hudson St $1,175,000
Sat 1-3 1 BD/1 BA 
Compass 400-8424

2020 Stockbridge Av $2,450,000
Sun 1-4 3 BD/2.5 BA 
Coldwell Banker 728-7300
37 Nevada St $2,998,000
Sun 1-4 4 BD/3 BA 
Compass 465-7459
421 Ruby St $2,195,000
Sat 2-4 4 BD/3 BA 
Compass 255-1816
1845 Barton St $3,689,000
Sat 1-3 5 BD/5.5 BA 
Compass 400-8424

REDWOOD SHORES
100 Baltic Cir #104 (C) $1,325,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 2 BD/2 BA 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 
 255-7372

SAN BRUNO
2496 Trenton Dr $1,590,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 4 BD/3 BA 
Coldwell Banker 400-5039

SAN CARLOS
3383 Brittan Av #11 (C) $1,098,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 2 BD/2 BA 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 
 242-2473
480 Erlin Dr $3,250,000
Sat 1:30-4:30 3 BD/2 BA 
Compass 380-0085
250 Oakview Dr $3,000,000
Sat/Sun 1-4 3 BD/2.5 BA 
Coldwell Banker 464-4598
742 Crestview Dr $4,150,000
Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/4.5 BA 
Compass 787-0839

SAN MATEO
4001 Hacienda St $1,800,000
Sat/Sun 1:30-4:30 4 BD/3 BA 
Jlee Realty 857-1000

SANTA CLARA
1386 Washington St $1,088,000
Sat/Sun 2-4 4 BD/2 BA 
Golden Gate Sotheby’s International Realty 
 408-387-3227

SUNNYVALE
801 Peach Av $1,498,000
Sat/Sun 1-5 3 BD/2 BA 
Compass 208-5196
258 Carroll St #111 (C) $1,360,000
Sun 2-4 3 BD/2.5 BA 
Compass 823-8212

WOODSIDE
2128 Stockbridge Av $2,749,000
Sat 12-4:30/Sun 12-4  3 BD/2 BA 
Compass 776-5445

LEGEND: CONDO (C), TOWNHOME (T). 

EXPLORE REAL ESTATE HEADLINES, NEIGHBORHOOD GUIDES, MAPS AND PRIOR SALE INFO ON www.PaloAltoOnline.com/real_estate

PALO ALTO WEEKLY OPEN HOMES

The first step in planning your weekend starts here

Your weekly email with tips 
and insights about hot events 

and cool activities 
SIGN UP AT

PaloAltoOnline.com/ 
express/weekendexpress/weekend

Presented by
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Sports 
Shorts Sports

Local sports news  
and schedules,  
edited by Rick Eymer

Ashten Prechtel recorded her third double-double against Washington State and has reached double figures in scoring in six of her past 
eight games. Photo by Karen Ambrose Hickey/Stanfordphoto.com

STANFORD WOMEN’S BASKETBALL

Protecting home court will be paramount 
A tough road ahead for No. 6 Cardinal

by Rick Eymer

T he difficulty factor of the 
remaining eight games on 
Stanford women’s basketball 

team’s schedule has to be consid-
ered the highest of any team in the 
nation. The only way it could be 
higher is to play themselves.

Beginning with Friday night’s 
8 p.m. Pac-12 Conference con-
test against visiting UCLA (19-2, 
8-2), the sixth-ranked Cardinal 
(20-2, 9-1) will face three teams 
ranked among the top 10, five 
ranked among the top 19 and sev-
en with winning records. That’s 
not even counting the conference 
tournament.

No other Pac-12 team plays 
more than four ranked opponents 
over the final weeks, a pretty hefty 
challenge in its own right.

What it means for Stanford 
is true for any conference team. 
Whichever team survives the 
gauntlet will have earned one of 
the four first-round byes for the 
Pac-12 tournament at Mandalay 
Bay Events Center in Las Vegas 
beginning March 5.

The Pac-12 is the hottest confer-
ence in the nation these days. Six 
teams in the top 19, four in the top 
10. No. 3 Oregon (19-2, 9-1) just de-
flated Connecticut’s mystical home 
court advantage and U of O beat 
the defending Olympic gold med-
alist Team USA in an exhibition 
earlier this season. What the Duck?

UCLA comes into Maples Pa-
vilion after knocking off Arizona 
State in Tempe, where the Sun 
Devils (16-6, 6-4) were 10-1 before 
the Bruins came calling. UCLA 
was the last unbeaten team in the 

nation until USC won in what 
seemed like sudden death.

The Bruins handle Stanford as 
well as any team, having split their 
past six games. UCLA ended a 16-
game losing streak at Maples in 
2017, putting 85 points on the board 
in the process. UCLA has averaged 
76.7 points over its last three trips 
through town.

Stanford has allowed an average 
of 57.7 points a game this season 
and is coming off a three-game 
span in which it allowed a mere 
46.3 points.

Lexie Hull scored 14 of her 16 
points in the first half and Stan-
ford took control from the start in 
beating host Washington State on 
Sunday. That will be a little more 
difficult this weekend.

The good news is the progression 
of freshmen like Ashten Prechtel, 
who recorded her third double-
double of the season as the Cardinal 
improved to 67-0 all-time against 
the Cougars. Kiana Williams added 
17 points and five assists.

Stanford blocked six shots, two 
by freshman Fran Belibi. Nadia 
Fingall, who had nine points and 
eight rebounds, also blocked a shot. 
Prechtel, Lacie Hull and freshman 
Hannah Jump also blocked shots. 
Lexie Hull added nine rebounds.

Freshman guard Haley Jones, 
who earned a spot in the starting 
lineup, has been out with a knee 
injury.

Williams was 1-of-4 from 
3-point range and moved into a 
ninth-place with Lindsey Yamasa-
ki on the all-time 3-point list with 
192. She needs 10 more to surpass 
Nicole Powell for eighth all-time. 

She also moved within seven points 
of matching Karlie Samuelson for 
33rd on the all-time scoring list.

Prechtel has reached double fig-
ures in scoring in six of her past 
eight games. She had three double-
digit games in her first 14 contests.

Stanford opened a 10-point lead 
in the first four minutes of the game 
and maintained the advantage the 
rest of the way. The Cardinal led 
by as many as 21 points in the first 
half. Washington State scored the 

final four points of the second quar-
ter to close within 42-27 at halftime.

The Cougars shot 26.5% from 
the floor in the second half, which 
included an 0-for-11 effort from 
long range. Stanford was only 
slightly better, making one (Prech-
tel) of 11 tries in the second half.

Hull scored 17 points and had 
11 rebounds in Friday’s win over 
Washington. Williams scored 
seven of her 16 points in the fourth 
quarter for the Cardinal. 

Kiana Williams moved into Stanford’s all-time top 10 list with 192 
3-pointers.

WEEKLY HONORS ... Stanford 
redshirt freshman Shane Griffith 
earned Pac-12 Conference Wrestler 
of the Week honors it was announced 
Wednesday. Griffith, ranked seventh 
in the nation at 165 pounds, beat 
Arizona State’s Josh Shields, ranked 
sixth, 5-3 in sudden death last week. 
Griffith scored the winning takedown 
with 15 seconds remaining in the 
second sudden victory period. He’s 
22-0 on the season, tied for fourth-
longest winning streak in school 
history ... Stanford junior gymnast 
Andrew Bitner was named the 
Mountain Pacific Sports Federation 
Men’s Gymnastics Player of the Week 
after he won the all-around at the 
Pac-12 Invitational on Sunday with a 
career-best 81.200, including season-
highs of 13.900 and 13.400 on floor 
and pommel horse, respectively ... 
Stanford junior forward Oscar da 
Silva earned Pac-12 Men’s Basketball 
Player of the Week honors for the first 
time in his career. da Silva averaged 
24.5 points on 62 percent shooting 
(21-34) and 11.5 rebounds as the 
Cardinal split two games, highlighted 
by a 70-60 upset of then No. 11 
Oregon on Saturday. He scored a 
career-high 27 points on 11-of-17 
shooting and added a season-high 
15 rebounds and three assists in 
the win over the Ducks ... Menlo 
College men’s volleyball players 
Edin Ibrahimovic and Lucas Larson 
each earned a Golden State Athletic 
Conference Player of the Week award 
for their parts in the Oaks 25-16, 25-
21, 25-19 win over host UC Merced 
on Saturday. Ibrahimovic was named 
Attacker of the Week and Larson was 
selected as Setter of the Week.

GOINGS ON ... City Beach General 
Manager and college recruiting 
coordinator Gary Mano, a former 
San Jose State assistant, has 
been named assistant coach for 
the Stanford women’s volleyball 
program, Cardinal coach Kevin 
Hambly announced Tuesday ... 
Stanford quarterback KJ Costello, 
affected by a season-long thumb 
injury, announced via his Instagram 
account his intention to complete 
his football eligibility at Mississippi 
State as a graduate transfer ... Ella 
Donaghu continued her incredible 
start to the track and field season, 
breaking the Stanford record for the 
mile on a regulation indoor track 
on Saturday. Donaghu ran 4:33.71 
to win the Razorback Invitational 
on the 200-meter banked track at 
the Randal Tyson Center. It was a 
personal best and edged the 4:34.48 
by Elise Cranny in 2018 for the 
fastest in Stanford annals. Cranny ran 
a 4:31.29 indoor mile on University of 
Washington’s oversized 307-meter 
track in 2018 for the absolute 
Stanford record, but official records 
nationally count only races run on 
200-meter tracks. The runner-up to 
Donaghu was teammate Jessica 
Lawson, who crossed the line in 
4:35.56. It was a personal best by 
more than two seconds over her 
PB of 4:37.64 set two weeks ago 
in Seattle. Therefore, Donaghu and 
Lawson jumped to Nos. 2 and 3 on 
Stanford’s all-time indoor list.
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Friday
College women’s basketball: UCLA 

at Stanford, 8 p.m., Pac-12 Networks
Saturday

College men’s basketball: Stanford 
at Colorado, 3 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

College men’s volleyball: UCLA at 
Stanford, 7 p.m., Pac-12 Networks

Sunday
College women’s basketball: USC at 

Stanford, noon, Pac-12 Networks
Monday

College women’s gymnastics: 
Washington at Stanford, 6 p.m., Pac-12 
Networks

Thursday
College men’s basketball: Arizona 

State at Stanford at Utah, 8 p.m., ESPN2

ON THE AIR

by Glenn Reeves

I f there was one thing Wednes-
day’s game made abundantly 
clear, a huge gap exists between 

Menlo-Atherton and the rest of the 
Peninsula Athletic League South 
Division boys basketball teams.

Of course anyone who’s been 
following the M-A season knew 
that already. But the point was 
emphasized when the first-place 
Bears put a 71-41 hammering on 
a Hillsdale team that went into the 

game 7-1 and one game out of first. 
M-A (18-3, 9-0) is not getting any 
competition in PAL South games 
this season.

The 30-point margin of victory 
against Hillsdale (15-6, 7-2) is not 
a whole lot out of normal for a PAL 
South game this season involving 
M-A. The Bears’ average margin 
of victory is 39.3. How will the lack 
of competitive games affect M-A 
come playoff time?

“It’s out of our control,’’ M-A 

coach Mike Molieri said. “We 
just have to try to get better. In the 
post-season we’ll face a lot better 
competition.’’

On Wednesday the score was 
17-7 after one quarter. M-A drained 
four 3-pointers to start the second 
quarter -- two by J.D. Carson and 
one each by Trevor Wargo and 
Spencer Lin -- to extend the lead 
to 31-11. And it kept growing. 
The score was 40-15 at halftime, 
and then M-A scored the first 10 

points of the third quarter to make 
it 50-15.

“We can’t do anything about our 
schedule,’’ Carson said. “Coach did 
put a tougher preseason schedule 
together, but we weren’t at 100 per-
cent as a team when we were play-
ing Mitty and Bellarmine. I hope 
we’ll be there by the playoffs.’’

Lin scored 14, Carson 11 and 
Skyler Thomas, who turned in a 
strong game controlling the back-
boards, had 10. Junior Cotton 
scored 16 for Hillsdale.

“It’s a challenge,’’ Molieri said. 
“But these guys have brought great 
energy and that’s all I can ask from 
a team.’’

The Bears travel to face Sequoia 
(12-9, 8-1) at 7:45 p.m. Friday. M-A 
beat Sequoia 61-45 at home on 
January 17.

Matt Marzano scored 18 
points to lead Palo Alto 
past host Mountain View 

58-45 in a SCVAL De Anza Divi-
sion game Wednesday.

Andrew Li added 15 points and 
Jamir Shepard had 12 for the Vi-
kings (16-4, 8-0), who host Home-
stead at 7:45 p.m. Friday.

Paly remains a game up on Los 
Altos with four to play in the regu-
lar season. Every other SCVAL De 
Anza team has been eliminated 
from title contention.

Gunn defeated host Lynbrook 41-
40 in a SCVAL El Camino Division 
contest.

The Titans (8-13, 4-5), who host 
Fremont at 7:45 p.m. Friday, had a 
balanced scoring attack with Kaden 
Holbrook and Luke McFaul each 
scoring eight points and Yotam 
Elazar adding seven.

Isaiah Minor scored 27 points 
and Calvin Kapral had 22 points 
and 10 rebounds but Woodside 
dropped an 87-81 decision in over-
time to host Aragon in a PAL South 
Division contest.

Dylan Barnwell and Luke Bud-
die, who also had six assists, each 
added 14 points for the Wildcats 
(13-8, 3-6), who travel to play Carl-
mont at 7:45 p.m. Friday. 

Menlo-Atherton senior Justin Anderson, who will be playing football at Washington State in the fall, has been an integral part of the Bears’ basketball success. Photo by Bob Dahlberg.

PREP BASKETBALL

Is M-A in a league of its own?
Results in PAL South Division say yes

Sports

by Rick Eymer

M enlo-Atherton took over 
sole possession of first 
place in the Peninsula 

Athletic League Bay Division boys 
soccer race on Monday and then 
lost its next game.

The Bears (7-5-4, 7-3-1) remain 
atop the standings, though, as the 
top three teams all lost Wednes-
day. It all means an interesting next 
couple of weeks. With three games 
left on the regular season schedule, 
seven of the eight PAL teams are 
still mathematically in the running 
for a share of the title.

M-A holds a three-point advan-
tage over Carlmont, with Burlin-
game a point behind. Sequoia, 

South San Francisco, Aragon and 
Hillsdale can still hang on to title 
hopes.

Things will change Friday, with 
M-A hosting Aragon, South SF 
traveling to Carlmont, Hillsdale 
visiting Half Moon Bay and Burl-
ingame hosting Sequoia, all at 4:30 
p.m.

The Bears are the only team 
with their own destiny in hand. 
Keeping winning and the title be-
longs to M-A. Carlmont (8-4-5, 
5-2-4) owns the tie-breaker over 
M-A due to a win and tie in their 
two meetings.

Thanks to a cohesive effort, the 
Bears are playing like champions.

“Even in the games we lost I felt 

like we played better,” M-A coach 
Leo Krupnik said. “It’s all a matter 
of finishing our chances and con-
centrating on playing simply.”

Miguel Tostado scored twice, 
Will Demirkol had a goal and an 
assist and Menlo-Atherton beat 
visiting Sequoia 4-2 on Monday 
to gain control of the league race. 
Dario Garibay converted a penalty 
kick for M-A.

“When we work hard, I’d say 
we’re the best in the league,” 
Demirkol said. “We’re technically 
sound and can play the ball around 
aggressively.”

With players like Tostado, Cole 
Trigg, Noah Shalowitz, Emmanuel 
Preciado, who had an assist, help-
ing in transition, M-A moves the 
ball beautifully around the field 
and controlled the pace for most 
of the contest. 

The defensive line of Cyprien 
Boustiha, Tiziano Bolanos and 
Shaun Dunlevie in front of goalie 
Hunter Wright didn’t give Sequoia 
much space to maneuver. The Ra-
vens did manage to punch a couple 

of holes in the defense but only 
scored when they were down by 
two or more goals.

M-A didn’t lose much when a se-
ries of substitutes entered the game 
in the second half. Antony Com-
missaris, who started, gave way to 
Jose Bailon. Nikan Danaei, Dylan 
Penagos, Mathias Giomi, Mateo 
Weiner and Marcelino Rivera Her-
nandez all provided solid minutes.

In the PAL Ocean Division, 
Griffin Mills recorded 14 saves, 
including stopping a penalty kick, 
and Woodside edged host Mills 1-0 
on Monday in a make-up game.

David Ruiz scored an unas-
sisted goal early in the contest and 
the Wildcats (8-7-2, 7-4-2) made 
it stand up with a solid defensive 
effort helped by senior co-captain 
Grant Boyd and junior defender 
Cole Preston.

Woodside hosts Capuchino 
at 4:30 p.m. Friday in its final 
home game of the regular season. 
The Wildcats are currently in a 

PREP BOYS SOCCER

Menlo-Atherton in charge  
of PAL Bay Division race
Gunn nears SCVAL El Camino Division title

(continued on page 63)

Sports
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Across

1 Compensation in a lawsuit

8 “Don’t mind ___ do!”

11 Media device manufactured for the last 
time by Funai Electric in 2016

14 Check out

15 Exclamation from Poirot

17 Margaret Atwood’s 2016 retelling of 
Shakespeare’s “The Tempest”

18 It may be drafted for impeachment

19 Brute in a storybook

20 They may be dire

21 ___ out (back down from a daunting task)

24 ‘16 and ‘17, e.g.

26 Signature of Pooh’s tree-dwelling friend

27 Being employed

29 Sharp ___ tack

31 “Major” or “Minor” constellation

35 Slide into your ___

36 2016 event featuring a shirtless Tongan, 
green pool water, and Ryan Lochte 
shenanigans

40 Hit the buffet

41 Jones who ran from a big boulder

42 +, on a battery

43 TV host who misannounced the winner of 
Miss Universe in 2017

45 Sault ___ Marie, Canada

46 Garr of “Young Frankenstein”

47 Shakespearean laments

48 Clean vigorously

50 Journalist Mary Louise Kelly’s employer

52 Prefix for dermis

55 MIT’s middle, in brief

56 Kick-ass

60 Chain to buy some stacks

62 Biblical king

63 Hit 2017 indie video game in the style of 
1930s animation

67 Celebrated

68 Sees if one can

69 Network that aired a “Candy Crush” game 
show in 2017

70 Admin’s domain, for short

71 Sound setups

Down

 Homer’s exclamation

2 “Defending Liberty, Pursuing Justice” org.

3 Flavor enhancer initials

4 “___ Fables”

5 Actor Kinnear

6 The “E” in “EGBDF”

7 Passover feast

8 “___ shocked as you are”

9 Indiana’s second-largest city

10 Album opener

11 “I conquered,” to Caesar

12 Ancient Briton

13 Feels sorrow about

16 Broadband forerunner

21 Least narrow

22 Cell dweller

23 Good thing to pass

25 Ronan of “Little Women”

28 Lake that borders Ohio

30 Montenegrin, e.g.

32 Gets after

33 D.C. nine, for short

34 Affirm as true

37 Forming a chord, say

38 “Honeysuckle Rose” singer Anita

39 Hall of Famer Willie

44 Antarctic mountain ___ Massif

49 Coded message

51 Apples and pears, e.g.

53 Ancient Britons

54 “___ myself today ...” (NIN/Johnny Cash 
lyric)

56 “Be with you in just ___!”

57 Place for growth?

58 Yale students

59 Docs that use endoscopes

61 “The Andy Griffith Show” kid

64 Linguistics suffix

65 “From ___ Zinc” (multivitamin slogan)

66 Two, to Juan

©2020 Jonesin’ Crosswords (jonesincrosswords@gmail.com)

Answers on page 41.

“Decade in Review, Part 4” — fun stuff from 2016 & 2017.

Answers on page 41. www.sudoku.name

This week’s SUDOKU

Employment
IT/Software

Senior Data Engineer needed at Activehours, Inc. (dba Earnin) 
in Palo Alto, CA. Must have a Bach. in Comp Sci or related & 3 
years of exp., including: assessing requirements & defining the 
strategy, technical architecture, implementation plan, & delivery 
of artifacts; design & create data pipelines/ETL’s for Data Ingestion 
& Data Integration; provide architectural solutions when building 
new & migrating existing applications, software & services on 
the AWS platform; exp. with Hadoop stack, Spark, Python, AWS 
Services; diverse data storage technologies (RDBMS, Sql Server, 
Mysql, Cassandra); architect an overall analytical Datawarehouse 
& Datamart strategy. Interested applicants fax resumes to HR at 
650-618-1925 (ref SDE on cover sheet). M/ F/ D/ V.

NLP Engineer Expert

NLP Engineer Expert needed in education based computer 

software company in Palo Alto, CA. Create contents for deep 

learning courses,  incl. rigorous exercise and theoretical lessons 

in trigger word detection, face recognition, autonomous 

driving, machine translation, music generation, sentiment 

analysis, de-biasing word vectors, text generation, optimizing 

hyperparameters and neural networks. Req. Bachelors in Comp 

Sci or related. Send Resume to Deeplearning.ai, 195 Page Mill 

Road, Suite 115, Palo Alto, CA 94306.

The Palo Alto Weekly offers 
advertising for Employment, as well 

as Home and Business Services.

If you wish to learn more about these 
advertising options, please call 650.223.6582 

or email digitalads@paweekly.com.

ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

Annika Decker*
 Pinewood basketball

Maia Garcia
Pinewood basketball

Malia Latu
Menlo-Atherton basketball

Emersen Sweeney
Gunn soccer

Sammy Wong
Castilleja basketball

Ana Schremp*
Gunn soccer

Nicolette Yeh
Menlo-Atherton basketball
Griffin Mills, Ethan Hamel
Woodside soccer

James Hahn
Gunn soccer

Liam Johnson*
Sacred Heart Prep soccer

Aaron Morgan
Menlo soccer

Justin Sellers
Menlo basketball

*Previous winner

Honorable mention

Binetta Diatta
PRIORY BASKETBALL

 The junior averaged 16.7 
points, 7.0 rebounds and 
4.0 steals in helping the 
Panthers win three straight 
games. She scored 19 points 
in a win over Stevenson. 

 Adar Schwarzbach
PALO ALTO WRESTLING

 The 145-pound wrestler went 
5-0 to win his weight class 
at the Mission San Jose 
Tournament on Saturday. He 
won twice by pins and twice 
by technical falls. 

Watch video interviews of the Athletes of the Week, go to PASportsOnline.com

Sports

third-place tie. Capuchino is in 
second place.

Gunn moved closer to clinching 
the regular-season title with a 4-1 
victory over visiting Milpitas on 
Wednesday night.

The Titans (13-1-3, 8-0-1) own a 
seven-point edge and hold the tie-
breaker over second-place Wilcox 
(9-1-6, 5-1-3) with three matches 
remaining to play, including Fri-
day’s 6 p.m. contest at Fremont.

Junior Nickolas Romero scored 
twice for Gunn while senior James 
Hahn and junior Alexis Bromberg 
each added a goal. 

Senior Rayan Taghizadeh re-
corded two assists and sophomore 
Dane Jefferson added an assist for 
the Titans.

Seniors Marc Mbia and Alex 
Siegel each scored goals late in the 
second half, leading Palo Alto to 
a 2-0 victory over Cupertino in a 
Santa Clara Valley Athletic Ath-
letic League De Anza Division 
contest Wednesday.

The Vikings (2-9-2, 2-5) travel 
to play Homestead (10-6, 4-5) at 
3:30 p.m. Friday.

In the West Bay Athletic League, 
Menlo fought off a challenge from 
host Priory to escape with a 3-2 
victory on Wednesday.

Aaron Morgan scored twice and 
added an assist for the Knights (12-
2-3, 6-2), who have a bye Friday. 

Prep soccer
(continued from page 62)
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated 

with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are independent contractor agents and are not employees of the Company. ©2020 Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. Owned by a subsidiary of NRT LLC.

Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker Logo are registered service marks owned by Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  414911SFSV_07/18 CalRE #01908304.

COLDWELLBANKERHOMES.COM  

COLDWELL BANKER

Los Altos | $2,980,000

Luxury chic and enchanting 3 bedroom, 2.5 bath remolded home, top Los Altos Schools, must see! This is an ideal place to call home in Silicon Valley.

Anni Chu 

650.424.8188 

joyannpeace@gmail.com 

CalRE #01189653

Palo Alto | $1,550,000

Contemporary townhouse, with high ceilings, cook's kitchen, hardwood floors, 2 en-suites, 2-car 

attached garage.

Patrice McNulty 

650.917.8262 

pat.mcnulty@cbnorcal.com 

CalRE #01714085

Mountain View | $1,188,000

Oustanding value and location! No expense was spared in making this home desirable and 

inviting. A must see!

Alice Chakhmazova 

650.917.4284 

alice@alicemyagent.com 

CalRE #01419568

Don’t miss this chance to showcase your home on the hottest real estate  

show around. At Home in Northern California is a weekly Coldwell Banker®  

TV program featuring fabulous local properties for sale.

Check it out on Sundays at 4 pm on ABC7.

Find out how to shine a spotlight on your home. Contact your local  

Coldwell Banker office today for details.

ColdwellBankerHomes.com

YOUR HOME CAN BE A 

SUPERSTAR!




