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By Tyler Callister 
Almanac Staff Writer 

T
he coronavirus pandemic 
hit Sophia Nesamoney’s 
family hard. 

Several of her older relatives 
in India died of the disease, an 
unexpected tragedy that sent her 
family reeling.  

“Their deaths had a large 
impact on both of my grandpar-
ents and mother,” Nesamoney 
said. “Our extended family in 
India owns their own hospital, 
so it was particularly devastat-
ing because so many of our rela-
tives are doctors and therefore 
generally have good access to the 
health systems in place.”

But in the face of tragedy, 
Nesamoney, along with her 
brother Sean, felt inspired to do 
something. 

“We saw the impact of that 
on the older generation of our 
family. Coping with that was 
really difficult. So we wanted to 
do something that would help 
families. In the United States as 
well, many families are going 

through difficulty — whether 
that’s the loss of family members 
or economic instability,” she 
said.  
 What came next was the spark 
for a creative project. Sophia, 
a Stanford University student 
studying biology and creative 
writing, and Sean, a sophomore 
at Menlo School and digital art-
ist, set to work on a book. 

“We wanted to do something 
that would help kids, especially 
young kids,” Nesamoney said. 
“There’s a lot of news that people 
our age can understand and 
read, but for young children 
there’s not a lot of information 
that’s accessible.” 

After some weeks of work, 
the pair of Atherton residents 
had produced “ABC’s of Coro-
navirus.” The 29-page chil-
dren’s book explains the pan-
demic to young kids, taking a 
tour through the alphabet and 
brightly colored cartoons. “A is 
for ‘arm,’” the book’s opening 
page reads. “In order to keep you 

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

T
he Facebook-funded pro-
posal to build a new com-
munity center in Belle 

Haven moved forward Tuesday 
night, when the Menlo Park City 
Council approved a term sheet, 
concept design and timeline to 
review the project.

Council members voted 4-0 
in favor of those next steps, 
with Vice Mayor Drew Combs 
recused because he works at 
Facebook. 

The term sheet laid out 10 
potential additional features 
or projects that the city could 
choose to fund at the site beyond 
what is entailed in Facebook’s 
offer: a new swimming pool, an 

upgrade to the building to make 
it a Red Cross Evacuation Cen-
ter, emergency backup power, 
solar carports, LEED Platinum 
certification or a microgrid. 

The city could also act to put 
utilities underground, decon-
struct the existing buildings 
instead of demolishing them, 
replace the water main and add 
a recycled water main extension 
for the site in the future.

In all, early estimates indicate 
that it would cost about $7.4 
million to build a new pool and 
$3 million to $4 million to fund 
the rest, with the exception of 
the water main replacement, 
which has already been funded. 
The value of Facebook’s offer is 
about $40 million, according to 
a staff report.

The proposed new community 
center would replace the current 
complex of structures at 100 to 
110 Terminal Ave. in Belle Hav-
en, including the senior center, 
youth center and Onetta Harris 
Community Center. In place of 
those structures, Facebook has 
proposed to build a two-story 
community campus building 
providing new youth facilities, a 
senior center, health and fitness 
facilities, a library area, locker 
rooms, improved parking and a 
breezeway within the structure 
to improve access to Kelly Park. 

In the new community center, 
the areas for each facility would 
be at least as large if not larger 
than they currently are, accord-
ing to Eron Ashley, project 
architect and principal at the 

architecture firm Hart How-
erton. The senior dining room, 
for instance, would be 50% big-
ger, he said. 

In community feedback col-
lected before the pandemic pre-
cluded large gatherings, Ashley 
said the architects received 
specific and useful input from 
residents that was used to shape 
the plans. 

But the proposal’s size is not 
so much bigger that it would 
require a new review under the 
California Environmental Qual-
ity Act, which streamlines the 
development process, Ashley 
noted. 

Councilwoman Catherine 
Carlton added that she wanted 
the proposal to include covered, 
protected bike parking facilities. 

New pool?
The concept plan the council 

approved Tuesday proposes to 
build on the space where the 
current pool area is located. 

A potential funder for a new 
pool has stepped up, according 
to Councilman Ray Mueller. 
John Tarlton, a developer in 
Menlo Park’s Bayside life scienc-
es area, is interested in support-
ing a new pool as a community 
amenity — one of any number of 
preapproved benefits a developer 
must provide to the community 
in exchange for being allowed 
greater development permissions 
than would otherwise be allowed 
in Menlo Park. A new community 

Atherton siblings create book to teach kids about COVID-19
Inspired by family tragedy, “ABC’s of Coronavirus” has landed in several countries

Work on new Belle Haven community center could start next summer

Magali Gauthier

Sophia and Sean Nesamoney collaborated to write a book explaining coronavirus to children after 
members of their extended family in India died of COVID-19. 

See COMMUNITY CENTER, page 14

See BOOK, page 15
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different world, 
safer care

The world is ever-changing. At Stanford Health Care, we’re adapting to safely deliver 

the same, excellent care you have always relied on. Whether you need primary care 

or our world-class specialty services—including cancer care, cardiovascular health, 

neuroscience, and orthopaedics—we’re here for you.

We’re taking every precaution to protect your health:

• Testing for COVID-19 before most procedures and to track the health of  

our workforce

• Rigorous standards, including COVID-19 health screenings at entrances, 

comprehensive PPE use, enhanced air filtration, and application of chemicals  

and UV light to sanitize spaces

• Convenient care, with expanded access to remote video visits and contactless 

check-in/check-out available through our MyHealth app when visiting our 

facilities in-person

To learn more and book an appointment, visit: stanfordhealthcare.org/resumingcare

“We now know a lot more about the virus and how it’s transmitted.  
We are confident that we can deliver great care, without risk of infection, 
and get back to routine procedures.”
—W. Ray Kim, MD  |  Chief of Gastroenterology & Hepatology, Stanford Medicine 

U.S. News & World Report recognizes 
Stanford Health Care among the top 

hospitals in the nation. Ranking based 
on quality and patient safety.
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650.888.8199
scott@scottdancer.com
www.scottdancer.com

A MAGICAL OCEAN-VIEW RETREAT

Woodside  |  $4,950,000

Extraordinary beauty, 

peace, and serenity on 

3.6 acres with whitewater 

ocean views and miles of 

trails outside your door. 

Perfect for work-from-home 

with main residence and 

Easy future commute 

to San Francisco 

or Silicon Valley.
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2020
Do it Yourself RIde

SePt 4tH-13tH
Ride any time from

2020 

ToUr T-sHiRt

presents

Register online at TourdeMenlo.com

Donate $25 
for entry fee OR $50 or more 

and get a 
TOUR T-shirt!
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Local News

By Julia Brown
Almanac Assistant Editor

E
arlier this week, a small 
number of friends and 
relatives made their way 

to Aptos to celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Jean Rusmore, a 
former longtime Ladera resident 
and author of popular local hik-
ing guides. 

Rusmore, who is in memory 
care at an assisted living home, 
turned 100 on Sunday, Sept. 13. 
She enjoyed a small, socially 
distanced family gathering out-
doors where family members 
told stories about life lessons 
they had learned from Rus-
more, said her daughter Kaki 
Rusmore.

And on Tuesday, three friends 
— members of a female hiking 
group Jean Rusmore founded 
in the 1980s called the Walkie 
Talkies — visited her and pre-
sented her with a commemo-
rative book produced by the 

group. The group remains active 
(although they are not presently 
meeting for group hikes due to 
COVID-19). Twenty-seven peo-
ple contributed at least a page, 
highlighting different hiking 
excursions from the group Jean 
Rusmore led out on trails once a 
month for over 30 years.  

“It was very special,” said Cis-
sie Hill, a Sunnyvale resident 
and Walkie Talkies member 
who organized the creation of 
the book as her “pandemic proj-
ect.” “We read the pages we’d 
written and talked about the 
different hikes from the past. 
... She was just really happy we 
were there.”

Jean Rusmore was born in 
Anaheim, the oldest of four 
children. She attended Univer-
sity of California at Berkeley 
and majored in physical educa-
tion. She met her husband, Ted 
Ruschhaupt, in 1938, and they 

By Tyler Callister 
Almanac Staff Writer 

T
he Menlo Park City School 
District (MPCSD) will 
submit a waiver applica-

tion to the San Mateo County 
health department requesting 
permission to resume in-person 
instruction for kindergartners 
and first graders, the district 
announced Sept 11.

The unanimous decision 
came in a vote during the dis-
trict’s Sept. 10 school board 
meeting, with a plan to apply for 

the waiver the following day. If 
approved by the public health 
department, the district’s target 
opening date would be Sept. 28.

“The board feels that the 
academic and social-emotional 
risks to young students from 
being away from in-person 
learning outweigh potential 
health risks from bringing stu-
dents back on campus,” the dis-
trict said in a statement. “Board 
members commented that the 
medical experts in this week’s 
panels concurred that MPCSD’s 
plan is comprehensive, safe, 

and that they see no reason 
not to reopen for kindergarten 
and first grade students at this 
time.”

District officials said the 
next two weeks would be spent 
preparing classrooms, imple-
menting staff testing to be 
coordinated through Stanford 
Health Care, and holding par-
ent information sessions to 
explain what school would look 
like under the waiver.

A survey done by the district 

Former longtime Ladera 
resident celebrates 
centennial birthday

Jean Rusmore is known for her environmental 
advocacy and hiking books

Menlo Park district will apply for 
waiver to reopen schools 

See 100TH BIRTHDAY, page 17

See WAIVER, page 16

Magali Gauthier

Wilmer Ochoa places a blanket on the dashboard of his RV parked in Mountain View’s safe parking 
area, which is open for inhabited vehicles 24 hours a day near Shoreline Amphitheatre. Homelessness is 
expected to increase once eviction moratoriums expire in February.

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A 
panel of local elected, 
civic and nonprofit 
leaders in San Mateo 

and Santa Clara counties 
convened over Zoom on Sat-
urday to share their advice on 
how to help the homeless and 
housing insecure through the 
pandemic as the upcoming 
end of the statewide eviction 
moratorium draws closer.

The discussions, moderated 

by Menlo Park City Council 
member Ray Mueller, who 
is currently running unop-
posed for a third council 
term to represent the District 
5 seat, offered two panels. 
The first was with regional 
leaders and included Santa 
Clara County Supervisor Joe 
Simitian, San Mateo County 
Supervisor Don Horsley, and 
CEOs of three major local 
nonprofits: Jennifer Loving 
of Destination: Home, Bruce 
Ives of LifeMoves and Leslie 

Bacho of Second Harvest Food 
Bank. 

Congresswoman Anna 
Eshoo delivered opening 
remarks emphasizing the 
importance of collaboration in 
helping families stay housed, 
employed, able to feed their 
kids and independent. 

“We all need each other,” 
Eshoo said. “I think that spirit 
of collaboration is really the 
glue that continues to hold us 

Leaders compare tactics to help the 
housing-insecure during pandemic

See HOUSING, page 17

Mark Pasturel

Jean Rusmore, a former Ladera resident, received a book to 
commemorate her 100th birthday on Sept. 13, 2020, made for her 
by members of the Walkie Talkies, a female hiking group founded by 
Rusmore. 
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By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

S
an Mateo County needs to 
evaluate its private defend-
er program, and if serious 

changes are not made, should 
consider switching to a dif-
ferent system to provide legal 
defense for those who can’t pay 
for it, according to a recent civil 
grand jury report. 

San Mateo County, the report 
said, is the only county in Cali-
fornia with a population over 
500,000 that does not have a 
county Public Defender Office. 

The program has undergone 
increased scrutiny since a first 
civil grand jury report in 2015 
and subsequent evaluations 
found that the program had 
some financial irregularities. 

According to findings of 
the 2020 Civil Grand Jury 
in a report called “Balancing 
the Scales of Justice Between 
the Prosecution and Defense 
in San Mateo County,” there 
are a number of potential 
problems and areas with lim-
ited oversight when it comes to 
the county’s private defender 
program. 

While the program has been 
in effect since 1968, the county 
has never completed a compre-
hensive independent review 
of the program to evaluate it 
against national public defense 
requirements, compare the pro-
gram to other models or make 
recommendations to improve 
the current model, the report 
said. 

The program relies on a 

panel of about 100 attorneys 
who work as independent con-
tractors in lieu of a formal 
Public Defender’s Office. They 
are responsible for defending 
people in court who can’t afford 
other representation. 

It also has less than half the 
budget of the District Attor-
ney’s Office — and the gap 
in funding levels is widening. 
The private defender program 
budget has increased about 
6% in the seven years between 
the 2014-15 and 2020-21 fiscal 
years. The budget is now $19.6 
million.

The budget for the District 
Attorney’s Office has increased 
significantly more during that 
period, to $45.2 million in 
2020-21 from $29.4 million 
in 2014-15, the report stated. 
That’s an increase of about 54% 
during the same time period. 

The private defender pro-
gram, which is run by the San 
Mateo County Bar Association, 
also doesn’t have resources or 
processes to analyze, monitor 
or report on the quality of legal 
representation that its attorneys 
provide, the jury report said. 
It doesn’t have performance 
benchmarks that are compared 
to state or national programs or 
analyzed in the broader context 
of other programs.

Recent California legislation, 
AB 5, changed some rules for 
independent contractors. Law-
yers are exempt from the leg-
islation and may remain inde-
pendent contractors without 
being considered employees at 
the law firms where they work. 

However, the grand jury report 
noted that some staff members 
of the private defender program 
indicated that the law could 
limit what they perceive to be 
the program’s ability to oversee 
individual attorneys. 

Finances
In an audit of the program 

in 2016, the county controller 
found that attorney invoices 
did not comply with the fee 
schedule in the private defender 
program contract with the 
county. During the review, 
there were 189,000 invoices 
issued and 593 were selected 
for review. A quarter had errors 
that resulted in the county bar 
association making incorrect 
payments. The audit resulted in 
12 recommendations. 

By a second audit in 2018, 
only three of the 12 recommen-
dations had been implemented, 
and still pointed to “signifi-
cant deficiencies” that “indi-
cated that the PDP’s financial 
accounting records could not 
be relied upon.” 

A third audit, in 2019, showed 
that only six of the recommen-
dations had been completed. 
The Bar Association had adopt-
ed further practices to bring 
them into compliance, but not 
during the review period so it 
wasn’t captured in the audit. 

By June 2019, when the cur-
rent contract was adopted, the 
county manager reported that 
the follow-up audit had found 
that the program was comply-
ing with financial reporting 

obligations, but that informa-
tion was not supported, the 
grand jury report stated.

By July 2020, a fourth audit 
was completed for the 2019 cal-
endar year. By then, all of the 
12 recommendations had been 
implemented. 

Some of the recommenda-
tions that the board of the 
county Bar Association adopted 
were to separate the executive 
director from the chief defend-
er position; require board mem-
bers who work as attorneys for 
the private defender program 
to recuse themselves on votes 
about how the program is man-
aged; change accounting firms 
and replace accounting staff; 
and adopt different procedures 
and policies for accounting, 
according to the report. 

Unequal resources
The civil grand jury report 

compared the private defender’s 
program to the San Mateo 
County District Attorney’s 
Office and found them to be 
unequal in the areas of profes-
sional development, attorney 
oversight, resources and pro-
gram accountability. 

The District Attorney’s Office 
and private defender program 
cover 20,000 cases per year, and 
cover about 85% to 90% of the 
same cases.

While there are only about 
100 defense attorneys in the 
private defender program, 
about half of whom are full-
time and the rest part-time, 
there are about 137 full-time 
employees at the DA’s office, 
which includes 60 full-time 
attorneys, 10 senior manage-
ment positions and 67 investi-
gative staffers, paralegals, and 
information and administrative 
staff members. 

While private defenders are 
responsible for their own legal 
research and case management, 
attorneys in the District Attor-
ney’s Office have lawyers and 
paralegals who help research 
case law, as well as access to 
“brief banks” to make it more 
efficient to create legal briefs 
and best practices, the report 
said. 

The District Attorney’s Office 
also gives attorneys continuing 
education via daily, weekly, 
monthly and quarterly man-
datory meetings and training 
organized by topic, skill level 
or type of crime, and partici-
pation is tracked via a custom-
ized professional development 
plan. Senior staff also help new 
attorneys talk through pending 
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By Heather Zimmerman

A
t its Sept. 8 meeting, the 
Woodside Town Coun-
cil voted 6-1 to adopt an 

ordinance limiting the hours 
that commercial leaf blowers 
can be used to the town’s con-
struction hours.

Councilman Dick Brown vot-
ed no. “To me it’s just anoth-
er government intrusion into 
residential choices and I don’t 
know why we need a regulation 
for this,” he said.

Setting hours for commercial 
use is the ordinance’s first com-
ponent. Staff is developing an 
incentive program to encourage 
a switch from gasoline-powered 
blowers to electric ones.

Town staff also will develop 
educational material with the 
objective of having a mailer or 
Woodsider article announcing 
the new commercial leaf blow-
ing hours and explaining the 
incentive program, according 
to a staff report.

The ordinance will go into 
effect next month.

At the top of the meeting, the 
council issued a proclamation 

recognizing the community 
service work of Alice’s Restau-
rant and its co-owners, brothers 
Andy and Jamie Kerr. Alice’s 
has cooked and served hun-
dreds of meals for first respond-
ers throughout the coronavirus 
pandemic and in the last month, 
cooked and delivered meals 
to first responders, volunteer 
firefighters and isolated com-
munity members during the 
CZU Lightning Complex fires.

At the same meeting, the 
council unanimously approved 
introducing an ordinance 
amending portions of the zon-
ing code related to “natural 
state,” requiring that when a 
property is developed, a certain 
percentage of a hillside lot be 
left undisturbed to help main-
tain natural habitat and rural 
character.

According to a staff report, 
amendments will remove natu-
ral state requirements from 
undeveloped lots that are 1 acre 
or less and make the regula-
tions the same as they are for 
developed lots 1 acre or less. 
In situations where land must 
be restored to natural state, 

Woodside will create reclama-
tion standards prepared by a 
town biologist and clarify the 
natural state definition.

Youth committee, 
appointments

Council members unani-
mously expressed support for 
the creation of a Youth Advi-
sory Committee, with the aim 
of encouraging civic engage-
ment and promoting volun-
teerism. The committee would 
be made up of middle school 
and high school students and 
open to young Woodside resi-
dents regardless of whether 
they attend school in the town 
or not. Town staff will develop 
a draft charter and a plan 
for seeking participation from 
local youth.

Based on the recommenda-
tions of the Town Council 
Committees Appointments 
Subcommittee, the council 
approved the appointments of 
Sunil Suri to the Arts and Cul-
ture Committee, David Mittel-
man and Joshua Mittelman to 
the Emergency Preparedness 

Committee and Bree-Anna 
Vail to the Woodside History 
Committee.

In other business, the council 
voted unanimously to hire a 
consultant to aid in the plan-
ning for the next state-mandat-
ed Regional Housing Needs 
Assessment cycle and voted 
unanimously to introduce an 
amendment to the municipal 
code for bidding on public proj-
ects. The code will no longer 

include specific dollar amounts 
— thresholds which are set and 
periodically updated by the 
state. The aim is to streamline 
the process and eliminate the 
need to make future amend-
ments to the municipal code 
whenever the state updates the 
thresholds. A

Email Heather Zimmerman at 
hzimmerman@

almanacnews.com
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Dear Monica:
I own property that has a 
Homeowners Association 
(HOA) and we are being 
asked to vote on imposing 
a restriction on an owner’s 
ability to rent their unit. 
What is your opinion? 
David 

Contact me at monica@monicacorman.com; Office: 650-465-5971, 
COMPASS. Ranked in the Wall St Journal’s 2016, 2017, and 2018 
Nationwide list of top 250 Realtors.

HOA 
Rental Restrictions

REAL ESTATE Q&A
by Monica Corman

David: Some HOAs prohibit 
owners from renting their 
units and this causes a 
number of issues. For 
example, if an owner doesn't 
want to sell but is transferred 

to another part of the country 
or they are in a nursing home, 
they can’t rent their unit and 
thus they suffer financial 
consequences because of this. 
When an owner does want to 
sell, there are fewer buyers 
who will consider buying 
there because they can’t rent 
it if needed, which affects the 
value of the property.

Some HOAs like to restrict 
rentals but the value of 
these properties is often less 
because of this.

MAYERS JEWELERS
Family Owned & Operated Since 1969

FINE JEWELRY & 
GEMSTONES
•  Buyers Of Gold  

& Silver
• Watch & Jewelry Repair
• Ring Resizing
• Custom Jewelry Design
• Estate Jewelry Appraisals
• Consignment Sales

2323 Broadway • Redwood City
Free Parking Available in Jefferson Street Garage (1-1/2 hrs)

WE ARE 

OPEN!

650.364.4030        www.MayersJewelers.net

Woodside: Council passes commercial leaf blower ordinance
Alice’s Restaurant recognized for feeding community during wildfires

By Tyler Callister 
Almanac Staff Writer 

J
acqui Cebrian, a candi-
date for the Sequoia Union 
High School District school 

board Trustee Area E, has 
announced that she is dropping 
out in order to support can-
didate Shawneece Stevenson 
instead. 

In an email on Sept. 11, 
Cebrian explained her reason-
ing for dropping out of the race, 
saying that she believed Steven-
son, as a Black woman, would 
better represent the area, which 
includes Menlo Park neighbor-
hoods east of Highway 101 as 
well as East Palo Alto. 

“It is my belief that Shaw-
neece Stevenson is the right 
choice to represent Area E for 
this moment in time,” she said. 
“I think she brings a different 
experience to the position than 
I do, and I believe there need to 
be more voices of color on our 
elected boards. After all of the 
learning I’ve done on the topic 
of anti-racism since I first read 
Jason Reynolds’ and Ibram 

X. Kendi’s book ‘Stamped: A 
Remix; Racism, Anti-Racism 
and You,’ I knew I could not 
ask my friends and family 
for money to support a cam-
paign that, if successful, would 
result in the opposite of what I 
thought was right,” she said. 

Cebrian said that she had 
met with Stevenson three times 
before making her decision, 
and her website now includes 
a statement supporting her 
along with a link to Stevenson’s 
website. 

Only two candidates had 
filed for the one open seat in 
Trustee Area E, leaving Ste-
venson as the only candidate 
in the race. Cebrian’s name will 
still appear on the ballot, as the 
San Mateo County Elections 
Office’s deadline for candidates 
to withdraw has passed.

Stevenson is a first-time can-
didate in the district who has 
lived in East Palo Alto for 22 
years, according to her website. 
“As a proud parent of three 
Ravenswood School District 
graduates, two of whom cur-
rently attend Menlo-Atherton, 

I am passionate about qual-
ity education for all students,” 
she said on her website. “I 
believe in equity and support-
ing diverse learners, especially 
those with learning differences 
and special needs.” 

Sequoia Union High School 
District operates the local com-
prehensive high schools Men-
lo-Atherton and Woodside, as 
well as TIDE Academy. In the 
upcoming election, residents 
will vote based on the district 
they reside in. 

In her statement, Cebrian 
acknowledged her supporters 
and asked for them to support 
Stevenson. “I appreciate so 
much the support of my family, 
friends, colleagues, and com-
munity members,” she said. 
“I’m so proud to be a resident of 
Belle Haven and I’m sorry to let 
them down by leaving the race, 
but as I promised I would do as 
a trustee, I weighed all the 
information and made what I 
think is the best choice.” A

Email Tyler Callister at 
tcallister@almanacnews.com

High school district board candidate 
drops out of race, citing need for more 

elected ‘voices of color’
Jacqui Cebrian withdraws, endorses challenger Shawneece Stevenson
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By Embarcadero Media staff

S
an Mateo County reported 
25 new cases of COVID-19 
on Monday, bringing the 

county’s total to 9,264. The death 
toll has stood at 142 since Mon-
day. Fifty-four people are hospi-
talized as of Tuesday. 

Santa Clara County reported 
78 new cases of the coronavirus 
on Tuesday, raising the total 
to 19,683. Four more people 
have died since Sunday, raising 
the death toll to 287. There are 
101 people hospitalized, nine of 
whom are new. 

Disproportionate death 
rates in California

California Health and Human 
Services Secretary Dr. Mark 
Ghaly highlighted the ongoing 

increased risk for people of color 
across the state, who are dealing 
with disproportionate contrac-
tion and death rates of COVID-19. 

“Nearly 60% of our cases in 
California have been among Lati-
nos,” Ghaly said on Sept. 10.  

Nearly 50% of the deaths have 
been among Latinos and they 
make up less than 40% of Califor-
nia’s population, he said..  

The state’s populations of Black, 
Asian and Pacific Islander resi-
dents also face higher rates of 
contracting the coronavirus.  

To combat the inequity of the 
state’s coronavirus cases and 
deaths, Ghaly said state health 
officials are working with local 
health officials to sift through 
testing data for variances between 
high and low-income areas of a 
county, for example.  

“This may require increasing 

testing in some of the low-
er-income communities above 
where it is today and working 
to bring culturally competent 
contact tracing and supportive 
isolation in levels that we don’t 
have today all in order to close 
that gap,” Ghaly said.  

Ghaly added that Californians 
need to work together to support 
each other as the pandemic and 
wildfires continue across the state 
for the foreseeable future. 

“California has rarely seen the 
confluence of conditions that 
we’re seeing today,” he said. “It’s 
really a moment not to be divisive 
but to come together and move 
forward together ... so that we see 
ourselves on the other end of this 
a stronger and better state.”

Appealing health order 
violations

People cited for health order 
violations in San Mateo County 
can appeal by submitting a form 
along with the fine amount with-
in 14 days of receiving the citation.

The request form is available 
online at tinyurl.com/smc-appeal.

The county announced on Sep. 
10, the hearing request process 
for health order violations after 
the Board of Supervisors adopted 
an urgency ordinance on Aug. 4, 
which imposes fines on individu-
als, organizations and businesses 
who violate health orders.

Violations include failure to 

wear a face covering in public 
situations when around peo-
ple outside of one’s household. 
The county’s health order also 
requires social distancing, social 
gatherings of 50 people or less and 
implementation of social distanc-
ing protocol in business places.

   Individuals can be fined up to 
$100 for a first violation, $200 for 
a second and $500 for additional 
violations. Businesses can be 
fined between $250 and $3,000 
per violation depending on the 
gravity of the violation, prior 
warnings, efforts to comply or 
intent to profit.

San Mateo County remains 
in the purple tier of the state’s 
Blueprint for a Safer Economy, 
which indicates “widespread” 
COVID-19 risk. This means that 
schools must do distance learning 
(unless they have a waiver), indoor 
dining is prohibited and restau-
rants can only operate outdoors 
with modifications.

Stanford rolls out 
dashboards

Stanford has created public 
dashboards that track the number 
of COVID-19 tests and results for 
members of the university. 

As of Sept. 14, two positive 
results stemmed more than 8,000 
tests on students performed over 
the past two weeks. No positive 
results were found in more than 
900 faculty, staff and postdoctoral 

scholars.
Testing is provided on a weekly 

basis to graduate students at the 
university. It is optional for fac-
ulty, staff and postdocs, whom 
the university encourages to take 
a test every week. Results are 
expected in 24-72 hours, accord-
ing to the dashboard webpage.

The dashboards show data as 
early as March, when the uni-
versity recorded its first positive 
COVID-19 results in students 
living on or near campus and 
faculty, staff and postdocs. They 
also show testing data in Santa 
Clara County and the state.

Since March, the university has 
reported 36 confirmed cases and 
currently has one case in isola-
tion on campus, according to the 
dashboard.

Comprehensive COVID-19 
coverage

View interactive charts track-
ing the spread of the coronavirus 
in San Mateo and Santa Clara 
counties online at paloaltoonline.
atavist.com/tracking-the-coro-
navirus. Find a comprehensive 
collection of coverage on the 
Midpeninsula’s response to the 
new coronavirus by The Alma-
nac and its sister publications, 
Palo Alto Online, and the Moun-
tain View Voice, at tinyurl.com/
c19-Almanac. 

CalMatters and Bay City News 
Service contributed to this report.

Disproportionate COVID-19 death rates among people of color
Stanford unveils new dashboards; how to appeal health code citations

By Kate Bradshaw and Bay City 
News Service

T
he CZU Lightning Com-
plex wildfires, which have 
burned 86,509 acres across 

San Mateo and Santa Cruz coun-
ties since Aug. 16, were 93% con-
tained as of 7 a.m. Wednesday, 
Sept. 16, Cal Fire said. 

One civilian has been killed and 
one other injured in these fires, 
in which almost 1,500 structures 
have been destroyed, including 
925 residences and 171 commer-
cial structures. An additional 90 
residences and 16 commercial 
structures have been damaged.

There is minimal flame over 
the majority of the fire area, Cal 
Fire said Tuesday morning. Crews 
continued to mop up and control 
hot spots throughout the fire area 
and worked to help people move 
back into affected areas. Compro-
mised trees and other hazards still 
exist in the area, the agency said. 

According to a report from 

Jonathan Cox, deputy chief of Cal 
Fire in the San Mateo division, 
provided to the San Mateo Coun-
ty Board of Supervisors Tuesday 
morning, the CZU Lightning 
Complex fires had burned about 
22,755 acres in San Mateo County. 

The mid-August lightning 
storm set off about 27 fires within 
the Cal Fire San Mateo unit’s area. 
Later, over just a 16-hour period, 
the fires expanded 45,000 acres 
and triggered evacuations for 
77,000 people, he said. 

About 18 months ago, Cox 
said, the Board of Supervisors 
passed a six-year fire protection 
plan. A number of early actions 
laid out in that plan taken in 
advance of the CZU fires helped 
to cement relationships between 
the Sheriff’s Office and other law 
enforcement agencies alongside 
firefighters and the County Man-
ager’s Office.  

But the fires plaguing the coast-
side forests over the past month 
were unlike anything seen within 

the past century in San Mateo 
County, said Cox. Previously, the 
largest fire on the record reported 
in the area was about 15,000 acres, 
he said. 

The fire is the largest in San 
Mateo County history, officials 
stated in a press conference held 
Sept. 9. It destroyed 59 struc-
tures in San Mateo County, 14 of 
which were single-family homes. 

As recovery efforts move for-
ward, one challenge will be to 
protect the watershed and prevent 
sedimentation — and later flood-
ing — in areas like Pescadero 
Creek, said Kellyx Nelson, execu-
tive director of the San Mateo 
County Resource Conservation 
District. 

The resource conservation dis-
trict provides non-regulatory, 
confidential, free assistance and 
offered technical services to 
households affected by the fires. A

Email Kate Bradshaw at 
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com

CZU fires are largest recorded  
in San Mateo County history

Keeping Older Adults 
Active and Engaged

While the Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center is 
temporarily closed due to the pandemic, 
staff continue to serve our participants and 
their families in new and different ways to 
keep them moving and smiling!

• Zoom activities & 
classes 

• Social & wellness calls
• Caregiver support

The Avenidas Rose Kleiner Center is 
continuing to enroll new participants.
If you are interested and would like to 
learn more, please contact: 
Susan Lam at slam@avenidas. org or 
(650) 289-5481 to leave a message. Or visit 
our website at www.avenidas.org/care.

• Fun activity packets
• Outdoor outings & 

exercise
• Helpful resources

WE OFFER:
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Colleen Foraker

Realtor
650.380.0085
colleen.foraker@compass.com
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4 Beds    

3 Baths    

3,530 Sq Ft Home    

The Perfect 
Entrée into 
Atherton

50 Heather Drive, Atherton

This property represents a rare opportunity for 
entrée into Atherton’s sought after Lindenwood 

stately entry gates, gently meandering, tree-canopied 
streets and estate homes. 

Nestled at the end of a small cul-de-sac, this private 
rectangular shaped lot, curved at one corner, with an 
older ranch home and pool, awaits your reimagining. 

The value is in the land with its excellent development 
potential (lot size is approximately 40,755 square feet 
per county). 

Design and build your dream home and enjoy 
the best of Silicon Valley living in a location that 
offers award winning Menlo Park Schools and 
is in close proximity to downtown Menlo Park, 
Stanford University, leading tech and venture capital 
companies and major commute routes. 

A preliminary planning study showing the setbacks, 

option for placement of structures is available but 

Atherton. Come see it!

www.50HeatherDrive.com

Approx. 40,755 Sq Ft Lot    

Offered at $4,000,000
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Wish hearing aids sounded better?

Drive up for your complimentary outdoor hearing consultation 
and Earlens sound demo, and receive a free coffee to start 
your day with!

September 24, 9:00-11:30am
Perkins Clinic, 4055 Campbell Ave, Menlo Park

(650) 417-9863

20Hz 100Hz 1kHz 6kHz 10kHz 20kHz

Perfect Hearing

Frequency Range

Conventional Hearing Aid

Earlens® Contact Hearing Solution

Coffee and a 
Hearing Consult

Community EventCommunity Event

sultation
start 

By Kate Bradshaw
Almanac Staff Writer

A pilot program launched this 
summer to close some areas 
of Santa Cruz Avenue to allow 
restaurants and retailers to 
spread onto the sidewalks and 
parking areas has been extended 
through the end of February, per 
a Sept. 8 decision by the Menlo 
Park City Council. 

The council opted to reopen 
the north side of Santa Cruz 
Avenue and continue the exist-
ing closures on the sections 
of the road heading toward El 
Camino Real that are already 
shut down.

The downtown street closures 
have received mixed support 
since they started, and the coun-
cil already modified the original 
proposal once to allow more 
vehicle access in some sections. 
While some restaurateurs have 
reported that the closures have 
helped enable more outdoor 
seating with indoor dining shut 
down, a number of retailers have 
been less enthusiastic about the 
program, saying that the clo-
sures have reduced the number 
of visitors who come into their 
shops. 

“We have four locations in 

the Bay Area, three of which are 
recovering from the business 
impact of the pandemic with 
revenues around 85% of normal, 
while our Menlo Park location 
is generating less than half the 
usual revenue. I attribute this 
loss of revenue to the street clo-
sure,” said Karsten Iwers, owner 
of Harvest Furniture on Santa 
Cruz Avenue in a Sept. 15 email. 

The city has so far spent about 
$30,000 to install barricades and 
trees. The Menlo Park Fire Pro-
tection District and Facebook 
also provided some materials, 
according to a staff report. 

At least two people wrote to 
the council in support of leaving 
the downtown street closures 
intact. Resident Petrice Espinosa 
noted that September through 
November usually has good 
weather to enable outdoor din-
ing. “Let’s give these businesses 
a chance to continue to coax 
people downtown to enjoy a 
meal out and (shop),” she wrote. 

With some restaurants 
expanded into the street, the 
council decided to permit bikes 
to pass through the barricades, 
but only on weekdays. On week-
ends, cyclists are expected to 
follow marked detours. 

City to evaluate water rates 
Menlo Park is due to start a 

new a five-year rate study for 
its water system, which could 
increase water rates in the future 
for households that receive water 
from the Menlo Park Municipal 
Water District.

The city plans to hire a con-
sultant to complete the study in 
spring 2021, and was expected 
to iron out more details at its 
meeting scheduled on Sept. 22. 
The city has a substantial list 
of capital improvement projects 
for its water system set over the 
next five fiscal years that add up 
to $26,038,127, according to the 
city’s online budget, accessible at 
is.gd/waterbudget. 

The study will also include 
an evaluation of a possible low-
income rate program, which 
early estimates indicate could 
cost $11,960 to $35,880 per year 
to support about 1,335 house-
holds whose low incomes already 
qualify them for reduced utility 
rates through PG&E. 

Some signs indicate that more 
households have recently strug-
gled to pay their water bills. 
Between December 2019 and 
August 2020, the number of 
accounts on payment plans 

increased about sevenfold, to 53 
from eight, staff reported. As of 
Sept. 1, 506 single-family house-
holds the water system serves had 
overdue bills more than 30 days 
old, adding up to an unpaid total 
of $263,701. During the pandemic, 
the municipal water company has 
waived down payment fees and 
not disconnected any customers 
due to nonpayment or broken pay-
ment plans, they added. 

Councilman Ray Mueller added 
that he was interested in heeding 
calls by some residents to look 
into selling off the water infra-
structure to Cal Water, which 
runs the water system for the 
majority of Menlo Park. Doing so 
could complicate the city’s water 
rights, interim City Attorney Cara 
Silver said. 

Last November, Menlo Park’s 
former water billing contractor, 
Fathom, shut down with less 
than a month’s notice and the 
city had to scramble to find a new 
provider. It contracted with the 
company Minol to do all of the 
billing processes except for meter 
reading through Dec. 31. The city 
contracted a separate company, 
FRM, to do the meter reading 
services through February 2021.

Since no billing or meter read-
ing system was in place between 

November and February or 
March, depending on the billing 
cycle, customers generally had 
much larger bills during that 
period. 

However, several community 
members said their water bills 
had been consistently and sub-
stantially higher under the new 
contractor, and some said they 
hadn’t been able to get satisfactory 
answers as to why. 

Chris Lamm, Menlo Park assis-
tant public works director, said 
that the higher bills are likely not 
a problem with the water meters 
— as they age they tend to under-
estimate rather than overestimate 
the amount of water used — and 
noted that generally, a major 
source of household water use is 
landscaping during the summer 
months. 

Overall, he said, water use is 
up since the pandemic started. 
Between March and June this year 
compared to last year, water use is 
up 3%, he reported. 

Residential use is up 21%, com-
mercial use is down 38%, indus-
trial use is down 13% and irriga-
tion use — measured on separate 
meters for commercial, industrial 
and large homeowner associa-
tions — is up 42%, according to 
staff. A

Menlo Park council extends downtown street closures through winter
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SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL RESTAURANTS

Visit ChezTJ.com to book now.

938 Villa Street, Mountain View
650-964-7466  |  www.cheztj.com

OPENED SEPTEMBER 15
We are thrilled to offer a 4-course and 

7-course tasting menu from our new chef  
in our beautiful outdoor patio.

448 S. California Avenue, Palo Alto
(650) 600-8310

www.terunpizza.com

WE ARE OPEN EVERYDAY 
FOR OUTDOOR DINING!
Open for dinner: 
Sunday to Thursday 5 -9pm, Friday 5 - 9.30pm 
Open for lunch and dinner: 
Saturday 11.30am - 2pm and 5pm- 9.30pm 
WEEKDAY LUNCHES COMING BACK SOON!

OSTERIA
Sidewalk Dining • Takeout To Go • Wine To Go

Cucina Toscana 
Palo Alto

247 Hamilton Ave, Palo Alto

650 328-5700

OsteriaToscanaPaloAlto.com

Free delivery • Order on our website

We are open for dinner  

5pm - 10pm daily

1921 EL CAMINO REAL, PALO ALTO
650.321.6798  |  sundancethesteakhouse.com

Tuesday – Sunday 4:30pm – 9pm

OUTDOOR DINING
& TAKE-OUT

2437 Birch Street, Palo Alto
www.cafeprobono.com

MEDITERRANEAN ITALIAN CUISINE

TAKE OUT 
Open for to-go orders from 12 noon-8 pm 

Live Music Thursday – Sunday
650-326-1626

200 Sheridan Ave., Palo Alto
650.328.0407

Spacious piazza with  
safe social distancing.

Patio Dining • Takeout • Curbside Pickup

We are open for dinner  
5pm - 9pm daily

WWW.CAFFERIACE.COM

EVERY WEDNESDAY

ENJOY ALL OUR WINES ON TAP

OPEN DAILY AT 4 PM  |  (650) 382-3191
WWW.BRITISHBANKERSCLUB.COM

Enjoy local takeout, delivery and outdoor dining options
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A benefit event for local 
non-profits supporting 

kids & families

Half Marathon

10K Run

5K Run & Walk Moonlight 
Run and

Walk

Palo Alto Weekly

Register by Sept. 15 
to be guaranteed 

a shirt

INFORMATION AND  
REGISTRATION

PaloAltoOnline.com/ 
moonlight_run

Follow our Baylands  
routes (or create your 
own route anywhere) 

and run between  
Sept. 18 and Oct. 2. 

PRESENTED BY LEAD SPONSOR

Virtually  
Oct. 2, 2020

pool isn’t currently on that list, 
but the council agreed to consider 
adding it to the list in the future. 
If the city relies on a pool to be 
built as a community amenity, 
its construction could be delayed 
until after the rest of the new com-
munity center is built, Deputy City 
Manager Justin Murphy told the 
council. 

The council has to decide 
within the next month if it will 
go forward with building a new 
pool, according to Murphy. It is 
expected to consider the matter 
in October. 

Other ways to fund the extra 
items include drawing upon Mea-
sure T recreation bonds that 
voters approved in 2001. So far, 
$24 million of those bonds have 
been spent, but about $14 mil-
lion remain, according to staff. 
To access those funds, the coun-
cil would have to, by January 

2021, authorize increasing the 
amount property owners cur-
rently pay from $65 per $1 million 
of assessed value to $110 per $1 
million of assessed value through 
2040, staff said. The city could 
also draw upon unassigned gen-
eral funds, currently estimated 
around $2 million. 

In a separate discussion ear-
lier in the evening about the city’s 
contract with its third-party pool 
operator, Team Sheeper, Inc., the 
council noted that somewhat less 
than half of current pool users are 
not Menlo Park residents. Council 
member Betsy Nash said she’d 
like to see more residents use the 
pool and asked staff to develop 
some ideas for how to encourage 
them to do so. 

Often, Community Services 
Director Sean Reinhart noted, 
cities incentivize residents to 
use city-specific services by set-
ting different price rates for resi-
dents versus nonresidents. Since 
the pools reopened after the 

pandemic-related closures, it costs 
$10 regardless of resident status to 
reserve a lane, Nash said. Reserva-
tions are for 45 minutes, according 
to the pool information website. 

Next steps
The community center pro-

posal will be going through a 
series of review steps in the com-
ing months. On Oct. 5, the Plan-
ning Commission is scheduled 
to evaluate it in a study session, 
and then on Oct. 13 and 27, the 
council is scheduled to iron out 
which of the city-funded addi-
tional features to pursue and 
what services will be offered 
during the project’s construction, 
respectively. 

The project will then go before 
the Planning Commission on 
Dec. 7 for a public hearing and 
then the City Council on Jan. 12 
for another public hearing and 
additional determinations. On 
that timeline, the current facility 
could be shut down by June, with 
demolition work starting in July 
and August. From there, the new 
facility would be expected to 
open in spring 2023. 

Go to menlopark.org/
communitycampus for more 
information. A

Email Kate Bradshaw at 
kbradshaw@almanacnews.com 

COMMUNITY CENTER
continued from page 1

cases, issues, case law and more, 
while new attorneys help more 
senior ones prepare court docu-
ments and briefs. 

The Private Defender Pro-
gram has in-house training 
and $750 for each attorney 
to use for continuing edu-
cation, but the civil grand 
jury reported there was no 
information about how many 
classes each attorney attends 
or the content, and it does not 
track attendance, though it 
does have a mentor program 
and email list. 

Recommendations
In the new report, the grand 

jury issued recommendations 
for the Board of Supervisors, 
urging it to provide greater 
oversight of the program. 
These recommendat ions 
include: 

 The county controller 
should audit every contract 
with the Private Defender 
Program before it is renewed 
or implemented. 

 Informational materials 
about the Private Defender 
Program and the judicial 
process for clients and their 
families should be translated 

into multiple languages on 
the Private Defender Program 
website. 

 The Private Defender Pro-
gram should consult with the 
District Attorney’s Office to 
learn more about its programs 
for professional development 
and career advancement, pro-
cesses, systems and resources 
by the end of January 2021. 

 The Private Defender Pro-
gram should replace its per-
formance benchmarks with 
ones that align with state and 
national defense performance 
benchmarks and be audited 
annually. Those should also 
be reported annually to the 
Board of Supervisors. 

And, starting in the next 
fiscal year, 2021-22, the Board 
of Supervisors should work on 
addressing the large funding 
gap “between the defense of 
indigents and their prosecu-
tion,” the report stated. 

If those changes aren’t made, 
the county should consider 
“providing the San Mateo 
County Bar Association with 
a two-year notice to termi-
nate the contract and start 
developing a new legal defense 
model,” the report concluded.

Email Kate Bradshaw 
at kbradshaw@

almanacnews.com

GRAND JURY
continued from page 6

Sign up today for 
the only food 

newsletter  
on the Peninsula 

at AlmanacNews.com/ 
expressBY  E L E N A  K A DVA N Y
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and your friends safe, make 
sure to stay two arm’s lengths 
or six feet apart.” 
 At first, they only sent a copy 
of the book to their own former 
elementary school — Phillips 
Brooks School in Menlo Park. 
But the head of the school 
loved the book, and passed 
it on to a cohort of 50 other 
schools. “It started spreading 
quickly,” Nesamoney said. 
 As buzz for the book spread 
through the community, par-
ents came to them with a new 
request: Translate the book 
into other languages. With 
the help of friends and family 
members, they translated the 
book into Spanish, French, 
Dutch, Korean, and three of 
the languages spoken in India. 
 From there, the doors opened 
worldwide. 
 With the help of their web-
site, HowtoCoronavirus.co, 
requests began to come from 
elementary schools and youth 
programs across the world. 
“ABC’s of Coronavirus” has 
since landed in Nepal, France, 
India, Spain, Chile, Mexico 
and the Netherlands. 
 Then another exciting turn: 
The American India Founda-
tion, a U.S.-based nonprofit 
supporting development in 
India, integrated “ABC’s of 
Coronavirus” into its curricu-
lum for underserved commu-
nities, Nesamoney said. 
 The San Mateo County 
health department also men-
tions the book as a resource 
for explaining COVID-19 to 
children. 
 For now, Nesamoney said she 
and her brother plan to keep 
promoting the book through 
their website, where parents 
and educators can download it 
for free. They’ve also recorded 
an audiobook available on 
YouTube. 
 Nesamoney said that she 
plans to become a doctor 
someday, and that the “ABC’s 
of Coronavirus” brings togeth-
er her two passions of biology 
and creative writing. 
 “That’s what drew me to 
creating this picture book, is 
bridging science with arts and 
humanities,” she said. 
 Her brother Sean also has a 
strong creative streak, with an 

interest in digital art, music 
production and computer 
programming. 
 Given the tragic loss of their 
family members to corona-
virus earlier this year, Nesa-
money seemed grateful that 
the experience of writing the 
book brought their family 
closer together. She said that 
her parents have long been 
involved with the American 
India Foundation, and that 
her grandparents helped trans-
late the book into Indian 
languages. 
 “It’s been great to have 
the different generations 

incorporated into it,” she said. 
“It’s been fun doing something 
like this during quarantine.” 
 Nesamoney said that she 
wants the book to give young 
children a sense that they can 
make an impact on the world 
during these uncertain times. 
 “We wanted to make it some-
thing that was actionable and 
hopeful,” she said. “Especially 
when there is so much loss 
around the world, we wanted to 
bring a little bit of light in.” A   
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Virginia Schultz Procter 
of Atherton passed away 
peacefully on June 18 at the 
age of 93. An early resident 
and formative member of 
the friendly Lindenwood 
community, Ginny had been 
living at The Sequoias in 
Portola Valley since 2017.

Ginny was born in 
Evanston, IL to Olga and 
Herbert Schultz, the second 
of three children and the 
only daughter. She came 
West in 1945 to attend Stanford University, where she was one 
of the first women to graduate from the Math Department. 
While at Stanford, she met Robert Procter, a grad student 
in Engineering who had recently completed his service with 
the U.S. Navy. They were married in 1948 and settled in Los 
Angeles. 

Ginny and Bob relocated to the Peninsula in 1951 and 
began their own home construction company. They were 
true do-it-yourselfers, filled with energy, ingenuity and 
skill. When Atherton’s historic James Flood estate was first 
subdivided for residential development, they bought the 
lot just inside the historic Lindenwood Gate that included 
the original gatehouse. While briefly occupying the old 
gatehouse, they designed and built their own mid-century 
modern home where they raised their two children, Glenn 
and Carol. Procter Construction went on to build several 
more homes in Lindenwood, all in the mid-century style so 
popular again now.

In addition to managing the books for Procter Construction, 
Ginny was a devoted mother and grandmother. Both her 
children excelled in swimming, which became a focus of their 
family life. Ginny drove them to and from daily practice, 
juniors meets throughout the state, and diligently kept stats, 
news clippings and awards all the way through their college 
careers. She was a PTA leader and sports booster at Encinal 
and Menlo-Atherton High Schools. Her baking skills were 
legendary. When her three granddaughters arrived, she took 
delight in being an active part of their lives, rarely missing a 
chance to see them shine.

Ginny enjoyed volunteering with Palo Alto Auxiliary 
to Stanford Children’s Hospital and was a docent at Filoli. 
She was a keen bridge player and part of many groups over 
the years. She could often be seen supporting Stanford at 
basketball and football games and on daily walks with 
longtime Lindenwood friends. Her warm smile, kind heart 
and easygoing nature endeared Ginny to all who knew her.

Ginny is survived by her loving family including son 
Glenn and daughter Carol, both of Lindenwood, son in-
law Evan Collins, and granddaughters Sarah, Leanna and 
Margaret Collins. She was preceded in death by Bob in 2011 
and brothers Carl and Ken Schultz of IL. A small tribute 
gathering will be held outdoors in early October. Contact the 
family for details.

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Virginia Procter
May 29, 1927 – June 18, 2020

Marilyn Donaldson Kelly, beloved 
wife, mother, grandmother and 
friend, passed away on August 29, 
2020 after a long and valiant battle 
with cancer. Not long before she died, 
Marilyn said, “you know, I have had 
a truly wonderful life”. And she did! 
She was born on December 9, 1933, 
the youngest child of Joseph Ellis 
and Edythe Baddley Donaldson. As 
her father’s job took him all over the 
Mountain West, Marilyn grew up in 
a number of towns, but spent most of 
her time in Blackfoot, Idaho, where 
she attended elementary school and junior high.  She graduated 
from Pocatello High where she was part of the Homecoming court. 
She studied education at Idaho State University where she joined 
Alpha Chi Omega sorority. After earning her degree, Marilyn 
moved to Menlo Park where she began teaching at Ladera School. 
In 1961, she married Robert P. Kelly, the love of her life. She retired 
from Ladera in order to raise her two children, but returned to 
teaching in the late seventies at Trinity Parish and Phillips Brooks 
nursery schools. After retiring from teaching, she enjoyed traveling 
with her husband, tending her beautiful garden, and spending time 
with her children and grandchildren. 

Marilyn always said, “dynamite comes in small packages”. She 
definitely lived up to that saying! She was never one to shrink from 
a challenge and kept busy throughout her entire life. She was a past 
member of the Peninsula Volunteers and was very active with the 
PTA at Laurel and Encinal schools. In 1975 she was awarded the 
Laurel PTA Life Membership Award for her dedicated service. In 
later years, she was a member of the San Francisco Garden Club 
and the Peninsula Family Service Auxiliary. An avid bridge player, 
she spent many hours playing with dear friends. Marilyn was a 
life-long member of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
and served her church in a wide variety of callings. Her favorite 
positions were any that involved teaching or working with children. 

Marilyn had a special ability to connect with children of all ages, 
but especially the very young. It wasn’t an uncommon thing for her 
to run into former students who always greeted her with big hugs. 
Even in her final months, students from 60 years ago reached out 
to express their love and fond memories of their experiences in her 
class.

Marilyn leaves behind her loving husband, her adoring children 
Paula Kelly Caryotakis (Paul) and Steven Craig Kelly (Marya) and 
six wonderful grandchildren, Elizabeth, Matt, Adam, and Meredith 
Kelly and Griffin and Christopher Caryotakis. She was predeceased 
by her parents and her brothers, Boyd and Roland Donaldson. 

The family is grateful to all who have given so much support 
during Marilyn’s final months, and especially during this time of 
grief.

Due to current COVID restrictions, an immediate family-only 
graveside service was held on September 4, 2020.

Memorial donations may be made to the Pathways Hospice who 
took such excellent care of Marilyn during her final months. Link: 
https://pathwayshealth.org/

P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Marilyn Kelly
December 9, 1933 – August 29, 2020

 Local residents who died 
recently include David 
Lee Kreutner, 79, a resi-
dent of Portola Valley and 
Woodside, on Sept. 7. To 
read full obituaries, leave 
remembrances and post 
photos, go to Lasting Mem-
ories at almanacnews.com/
obituaries.

OBITUARY

Great Plates program extended
 San Mateo County extended funding for its Great Plates Delivered 
program, which delivers free meals to older adults, through Oct. 9.
 There are currently 2,553 participants enrolled in the program, 
which provides three free meals daily to older adults in the county 
who may be at heightened risk for COVID-19 and unable to obtain 
or prepare their own meals.
 Since the program began in May, 68 participating restaurants have 
prepared more than 500,000 meals.
 Adults 65 years and older and those 60 to 64 years old in high-risk 
categories are eligible to enroll. People can call (800) 675-8437 to 
enroll.
 For more information on the program, visit smchealth.org/post/
great-plates-delivered-faqs.

—Bay City News Service

COMMUNITY BRIEF
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suggested a majority of parents 
support the return to school for 
kindergartners and first grad-
ers. On Aug. 28, MPCSD sent 
a survey to all parents of K-1 
students who opted for hybrid 
learning. When asked, “Would 
you send your child to school 
in person under a waiver?” 
90.3% of respondents said yes 
and 9.7% said no.

Although San Mateo County 
is currently on the state’s 
“purple” or “widespread” tier 
for coronavirus case numbers, 

making county schools unable 
to open, elementary schools 
that successfully apply for 
the California Department of 
Public Health’s waiver may be 
allowed to open. The waiver 
can apply to transitional kin-
dergarten through sixth grade.

Menlo Park City School 
District, which has Oak Knoll, 
Encinal and Laurel elementary 
schools along with Hillview 
Middle School, announced in 
a July 30 board meeting that 
the district would start the 
fall semester fully online. The 
school year began on Aug. 20.

Some teachers unhappy
Several teachers who spoke 

to The Almanac said they 
disagreed with the district’s 
decision to apply for a waiver.

Sydney Merk, who teaches 
first grade at Encinal, said 
while she understands fami-
lies’ needs for child care during 
the pandemic, she has health 
concerns about returning to 
in-person instruction. “I real-
ize I am immensely lucky, 
because the district has a 
very rigorous safety program. 
But I am 55 years old and I 
have a mother in her 80s, and 
the county is still not off the 
watchlist. That’s not a risk I 
want to take,” she said.

Merk said that while she felt 
teachers and students would 
likely return to school under 
the waiver, she is worried 
about how schooling will go. 
“There is so much interaction, 
between students and teachers 
during a normal school year, 
that won’t be able to happen,” 
she said. “I’m also concerned 
about students’ ability to learn 
reading when the teacher has a 
face mask on and kids can’t see 
her mouth.”

Teacher Elizabeth Harrison 
said she supports the reopen-
ing of schools and the district’s 
decision.

“I feel very strongly that the 
small risk of contagion, illness 
or even death does not possibly 
weigh more strongly than my 
duty to serve the students and 
get them out of the house, off 
screens, back with their peers, 
learning in person, eye to eye 
with their teachers,” she said. 
“Excessive screen time and 
online learning is detrimental 
to students’ health and devel-
opment. We are paid very well 
in this district to serve the 
children and I don’t agree with 
any factions of teachers who 
choose to avoid this work due 
to fear or hysteria.”

Grant Conour, president of 
the Menlo Park Education 
Association, said in a state-
ment emailed to The Almanac 
that he was confident that 
teaching staff would “provide 
their students with the high-
quality education that Menlo 
Park City School District is 
known for.”

“We will continue to work 
together with the board and 
the superintendent to mini-
mize risk to the community to 
the extent possible, and in turn 
ask for the cooperation and 
compliance of the Menlo Park 
community with state and 
county health guidelines to 
help keep our schools safe,” he 
said. A
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P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

Thomas Werner Stern
August 27, 1941- August 17, 2020

Resident of Atherton

Tom passed away peacefully with his beloved family 

by his side on August 17th, 2020. While his life was cut 

short, Tom set goals every day and touched the lives of 

so many in his time spent with us.

He was native to the Bay Area, raised by parents Wer-

ner and Edith Stern who migrated from Germany and 

went on to become founders of the Bonn’s Chocolate 

Factory in San Jose. After attending boarding school at 

Shattuck in Minnesota, Tom returned to the Bay Area 

earning his degree at Menlo College. He went on to 

proudly serve his country as an E7 in the Army Na-

tional Guard and started his career working in the com-

mercial food industry. After stints at Dole Pineapple 

and Beech-nut Baby food, Tom spent most of his career 

as the Director of Western Region Sales with Malt-O-

Meal cereals. Tom cherished time spent coaching his 

children’s sports, spending time with his family and 

friends at Lake Tahoe and traveling to distant places 

including Hawaii and Europe. Every trip deepened his 

love for great food, spending time with fantastic friends 

and family, and sharpened his eye for the next wooden 

decoy to add to his collection.

As evidenced by the outpouring of love and support, 

Tom made an immense impact on people’s lives. From 

the grocery clerk, bank teller, and handyman, to his be-

loved wife and grandchildren. He made everyone feel so 

special through his time spent advising over the phone, 

to letters of encouragement/support or the special un-

expected gifts he was famous for sending in the mail to 

brighten some one’s day. All captured and documented 

so well on his trusty yellow note pad with favorite blue 

pen which always seemed to be by his side.

Tom was predeceased by his mother and father, Edith 

and Werner Stern, and first wife, Beverley Stern. Tom 

is survived by his wife Joan, his daughter and son-in 

law Piper and Brad Gillman, his son and daughter-in-

law Greg and Angie Stern, and his stepdaughter Kerry 

Evdokimoff. He will be fondly remembered by seven 

grandchildren: Wyatt Stern, Tatum Hudson, Cole Gill-

man, Connor Stern, Dylan and Weston Gillman, and 

Kyle Stern; by his sister Kathy (Pat) Groves and family, 

by his brother Steve (Shawn) Stern and family, extended 

family and loving friends. 

In lieu of flowers the family suggest donations go to:

JDRF

P.O.Box 37920

Boone, IA 50037-0920

We love you and miss you greatly but are comforted 

by the promise that we will meet again!

A private service and celebration of life has already 

occurred.

David Kreutner, beloved 
father, grandfather, and 
brother, died at the age of 
79 on September 7, 2020. 
He was the first child born 
to Ben and Marie Kreutner 
in Waterloo, Iowa on 
March 1, 1941. Dave was 
the oldest of seven children 
and spent his childhood 
working on the family 
farm in Atkins, Iowa. He 
was always proud to call 
himself an “Iowa Farm 
Boy.”

He sought adventure as 
soon as he graduated from 
high school and moved to 
Chicago to begin his long 
career with United Airlines. This allowed him to do one of 
his favorite things- travel the world, and that he did. Dave 
traveled to over 50 countries and shared many trips with 
his family. 

He was drafted into the Army in 1965 and served in 
Thailand for one year. After serving, he transferred with 
United to Honolulu, Hawaii. Soon after, he met his wife 
Bernie who was there working as a nurse. They married just 
9 months after meeting in 1967 and would have celebrated 
their 53rd anniversary this month.

Dave was happiest when he was with his family; he was a 
proud dad to Heather and Melissa, father-in-law to Joe, and 
grandpa to Jaden, Jake, Dylan, Teisa, and Coral. He called 
Portola Valley and Woodside home for over 40 years and 
loved raising his family here. Some of his best memories 
were from gatherings big and small with friends and family 
in California, Iowa, and Hawaii, and these were some of the 
memories that stayed with him.

His final years were spent living with Lewy Body 
Dementia, and he died suddenly of pneumonia. His last 
year was spent at the Carlton Senior Living Memory Care 
Home in Sacramento, and his family is eternally grateful 
for the care they provided to him.

Dave was preceded in death by his parents, brother Leroy, 
brother Loren, and brother Michael. He is survived by his 
wife, daughters, son-in-law, grandchildren, brother Jim 
(Chris), brother Wayne (Peg), and sister Jeanne (Murray).

A celebration of Dave’s life will be held as soon as we can 
bring friends and family together again next year.

Memorial donations may be made to the Stanford 
Medicine Lewy Body Dementia Research Center of 
Excellence or to the Brain Support Network.

http://med.stanford.edu/poston-lab/LBD.html#support_
our_research

https://www.brainsupportnetwork.org/donate/
P A I D  O B I T U A R Y

David Lee Kreutner 
March 1, 1941 – September 7, 2020
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together to address these huge 
issues.” 
 

Regional efforts
 The COVID-19 pandemic 
has exacerbated the existing 
inequalities in the Bay Area, 
and put those struggling in 
greater need, according to Lov-
ing, Bacho and Ives. The three 
CEOs work on tackling housing 
insecurity, food insecurity and 
homelessness, respectively. 
 All three noted that the need 
for their services has increased 
significantly since the pandemic 
began. They expressed concern 
about what will happen come 
February when renters — espe-
cially those whose livelihoods 
have been impacted during the 
pandemic — will be expected to 
pay at least a quarter of all the 
back rent that accrued in the 
previous four months or face 
eviction. 
 As of Aug. 31, the latest exten-
sion to the statewide eviction 
moratorium runs through Jan. 
31, so long as renters provide a 
declaration of hardship. Start-
ing Feb. 1, tenants may be evict-
ed if they do not pay at least 25% 
of the back rent owed during 
the period between Sept. 1 and 
Jan. 31, according to a statement 
from the California Governor’s 
Office. 
 Renters still have to pay back 
the full amount owed from any 
rent not paid during the pan-
demic, but so long as they pay 
25% of it, their debt won’t count 
as grounds for eviction. Instead, 
it will be converted to a form of 
consumer debt, and, starting 
March 1, landlords can work 

through small claims courts to 
recover what they are owed. 
 According to Bacho, Second 
Harvest Food Bank has seen 
demand for its food assistance 
double, from a quarter of a 
million to half a million people 
monthly. More than half of 
those they serve are children or 
seniors, she said. Their distribu-
tion model relies on volunteers, 
who are subject to fatigue and 
in limited supply as jobs start 
up again, she said. Expanding 
California’s federal food aid 
program, CalFresh, would real-
ly help, she noted. “We need to 
invest in things that are already 
working for families.”
 Despite significant efforts to 
house people through Destina-
tion: Home, said Loving, the 
demand continues to outpace 
what they can provide. Destina-
tion: Home is a public-private 
partnership that works with 
the Santa Clara County Depart-
ment of Supportive Housing 
and other agencies on prevent-
ing homelessness. 
 Since March, she said, the ini-
tiative has provided permanent 
housing to more than 1,000 
people and raised $35 million 
to provide direct cash assistance 
for families seeking rent relief. 
Of that, it’s spent $22 million 
to support 11,000 families. But 
more than 32,000 families have 
asked for help.
  One recent report, Loving 
said, found that there were 
about 43,000 families in Santa 
Clara County at risk of eviction. 
 Of the people they’ve helped, 
she said, 94% have been families 
of color, and 60% have lost all 
their income.  
 “They are in a state that, I 
think if you’re not experiencing 
(it), you don’t understand. This 

pandemic is happening in two 
separate realities,” said Loving. 
While some people are working 
safely from home, vacationing 
and ordering takeout, there are 
“tens of thousands of people 
who don’t have food, internet 
and a place to stay,” she said. 
 “It’s just unconscionable we’re 
doing this around the nation,” 
she said. “The suffering families 
are enduring due to no fault of 
their own ... makes me emo-
tional every time I talk about it. 
The last six months are the most 
traumatic and devastating that I 
think all of us have ever seen.” 
 Ives added that while the 
pandemic has resulted in some 
positive steps, such as stream-
lining some systems at LifeM-
oves and promoting collabo-
ration between agencies, it’s 
also become apparent that the 
pandemic and its economic 
aftershocks are not going away 
anytime soon. And eventu-
ally, emergency aid sources and 
temporary breaks such as the 
statewide eviction moratorium 
are going to go away. 
 Additional funding will have 
to come from many places, but 
especially federal, private and 
foundation sources, to help 
avoid the coming wave of home-
lessness, Ives said. 
 Simitian added that another 
area will be support for people 
who need help navigating small 
claims court, since it doesn’t 
involve lawyers and people have 
to fend for themselves. 
 He also pointed to another 
key tactic for helping people 
struggling with unemployment 
right now: getting them back 
to work. Large regional health 
care providers have been legally 
mandated to provide COV-
ID-19 testing in Santa Clara and 

San Francisco counties under 
certain circumstances since 
June, and those systems are not 
in compliance three months 
later, he said.
 Enabling people to get tested 
and get back to work will help 
many struggling families get 
back the income they need to 
buy food and pay rent, he noted.  
 He urged Supervisor Don 
Horsley to push for a similar 
mandate in San Mateo County. 
Eshoo said that she would fol-
low up to see what could be 
done on a federal level to get 
better compliance with the 
counties’ mandates for more 
testing. 
 “Without testing, we don’t get 
there,” Simitian said. 
 

City efforts
 The second panel focused on 
city leaders, highlighting the 
efforts in East Palo Alto, Moun-
tain View, Half Moon Bay and 
Redwood City. 
 Representing East Palo Alto 
were Mayor Regina Wallace-
Jones and Pastor Paul Bains, 
president of WeHope; in Moun-
tain View, Vice Mayor Ellen 
Kamei and Tom Myers, execu-
tive director of the Community 
Services Agency of Mountain 
View and Los Altos; in Half 
Moon Bay, Vice Mayor Robert 
Brownstone and Eric Debode, 
CEO of Abundant Grace Coast-
side Worker; and in Redwood 
City, Councilwoman Alicia 
Aguirre and Teri Chin, com-
munity services manager. 
 The city of Mountain View 
worked with the Community 
Services Agency to leverage 
funds for a rent relief program. 
As of last Wednesday, it had 
spent more than $2.8 million 

and paid 1,500 rent checks for 
community members, Myers 
said. The city also worked to 
expand shower and restroom 
access to residents when public 
restrooms were shut down when 
the pandemic started. Its safe 
parking program has provided 
RV residents with additional 
resources, Kamei said.
 Redwood City is also run-
ning a rent relief program and 
is working on plans to open a 
temporary RV program later 
this month, according to Chin. 
The rent relief program received 
significant funds from the local 
education foundation, Aguirre 
said. 
 In East Palo Alto, the city 
acted early to enact a six-month 
eviction moratorium, said 
Wallace-Jones. Bains talked 
about the work his nonprofit, 
WeHope, has done to build a 
safe RV parking program and 
is doing to produce affordable 
housing units for purchase 
without government subsidies. 
Someone without a home, he 
said, doesn’t have a place to 
shelter in place. And often, they 
don’t have access to clean water 
during the pandemic. The non-
profit’s fleet of portable showers 
saw a 60% increase in demand 
when public restrooms were 
shut down at the start of pan-
demic. It has since expanded its 
fleet to 10 trailers, up from four 
or five, he said. 
 “You’re going to have more 
homeless people ... if we don’t 
figure out a way to have coura-
geous conversations and really 
lean into this by making some 
serious decisions,” Bains said. A
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married after she graduated in 
1942, both changing their last 
name to Rusmore.
 In 1948, the couple was one 
of the first families to buy into 
Ladera, and Jean was a member 
of the Peninsula Housing Asso-
ciation, the cooperative that 
founded Ladera. They built an 
Eichler-style home and raised 
six children there, according 
to a biographical page from the 
Walkie Talkies book.
 Kaki Rusmore says her father, 
who died in 2004, got her 
mother into hiking, and once 
she started “there was no stop-
ping her.”
 “I used to say until she hit 75 
I couldn’t keep up with her on 
the trail,” Kaki Rusmore said in 
a phone interview Tuesday.
 Kaki Rusmore and her sib-
lings were “hiking from the 
time we could walk,” exploring 
places like Windy Hill Open 

Space Preserve and Jasper Ridge 
before it became a biological 
preserve.
 “She was a self-taught natural-
ist,” she said of her mother. “She 
was great about how little kids 
are on the trail. We’d rather sit 
down or whatever, and she was 
good about getting us excited 
about what might be down the 
trail.”
 As a young mother, Jean 
Rusmore became friends with 
Ladera neighbor Frances Span-
gle, who introduced her to 
the League of Women Voters, 
according to a 2002 Almanac 
article. They took their chil-
dren hiking and backpacking 
to county and state parks, and 
Jean Rusmore joined the San 
Mateo County Trails Advisory 
Committee.
 When Midpeninsula Regional 
Open Space District was formed 
in the ‘70s and began to buy 
new areas of open space, hik-
ing opportunities grew sig-
nificantly, but they weren’t 

well-advertised, Jean Rusmore 
told The Almanac in 2002.
 “These were hidden gems,” 
she said. “Nobody knew about 
the trails. They didn’t tell 
anybody.”
 Jean Rusmore teamed up with 
Spangle and wrote “Peninsula 
Trails: Outdoor Adventures on 
the San Francisco Peninsu-
la,” first published in 1982, 
according to The Almanac 
article. Then came “South Bay 
Trails: Outdoor Adventures In 
& Around Santa Clara Valley” 
in 1984, followed by “Bay Area 
Ridge Trail: Ridgetop Adven-
tures above San Francisco Bay.” 
Spangle and another friend, the 
late Betsy Crowder of Portola 
Valley, are listed as co-authors 
of the first two books, all of 
which have been reprinted with 
multiple editions.
 Kaki Rusmore recalls one year 
when Kepler’s Books gave her 
mother an award as the author 
who had sold the most books in 
the store that year.

 “Apparently Kepler’s said this 
means she edged out Stephen 
King — that’s how popular her 
books were,” she said, adding 
the books “still serve as some of 
the definitive guides to trails in 
our area.”
 Jean Rusmore founded the 
Walkie Talkies hiking group. 
Their hikes often consisted of 
15 to 20 women, and her mother 
always invited people to come 
along, Kaki Rusmore recalled.
 “Even if she didn’t know this 
person at all she’d reach out to 
them, encourage them,” Kaki 
Rusmore said. “My mom makes 
friends everywhere she goes.”
 Walkie Talkies member Hill 
says the values and traditions 
Jean Rusmore instilled as the 
group leader — of being kind 
and respectful toward everyone 
— have carried on.
 “From the day I started I was 
very accepted and have made 
tremendous friendships,” Hill 
said. “Walkie Talkies has truly 
enriched my life, and Jean’s 

beautiful spirit continues to 
lead us up the trails.” 
 Jean Rusmore lived in Ladera 
until 2005, when she moved to 
the Vi at Palo Alto senior liv-
ing facility before relocating 
to Aptos in 2017. During her 
decades on the Midpeninsula 
she was an active community 
member, serving as an early 
member of the Committee for 
Green Foothills and as part of 
the Sempervirens Fund and a 
founding member of the Ladera 
Recreation District, according 
to her daughter.
 “She was really involved in 
trying to protect the open 
spaces, and she was an early 
pioneer in that work,” Kaki Rus-
more said. “She was a very 
active member of the commu-
nity and really always tried to 
make life as enjoyable and inter-
esting for everybody that she 
came across.” A

Email Julia Brown at  
jbrown@almanacnews.com

100TH BIRTHDAY
continued from page 5



18 The Almanac AlmanacNews.com September 18, 2020



September 18, 2020 AlmanacNews.com The Almanac 19

V I E W P O I N T

By Laurie Hunter

W
hat does a local hero 
look like? In this case, 
she is a diminutive 

88-year-old with a big heart.
Lucile Spurlock is a regular 

driver for “Trinity Tuesdays, 
Season of Gleaning.” On Tues-
day mornings from 8 a.m. to 
noon, community members 
drop off pantry food and fresh 
produce in the parking lot of 
Trinity Church in Menlo Park. 
Most weeks, Lucile loads doz-
ens of bags and boxes of food 

into her car and drives them to 
the Food Closet in Palo Alto. 
(Gleaning is an ancient biblical 
practice where farmers were 
instructed to leave corners of 
their fields unharvested, left for 
the poor, widows, orphans, and 
strangers to gather and con-
sume. Similarly, olive trees and 
vines were to have some of their 
fruit left for the same purpose.)

When this writer admired 
Lucile’s strength, Lucile revealed 

she works with a personal 
trainer twice a week, does pilates 
twice a week and tai chi once a 
week. Her goal is to continue 
to live in her home of 50 years. 
Being strong and active and 
helpful to others is her way 
to accomplish this. Lucile has 
time on her hands now during 
the COVID pandemic, plus she 
can perform this much-needed 
driving service while being safe 
herself. When she drops off the 
food at the Food Closet, volun-
teers there help unload the car.

Lucile said, “The volunteers 

at the Food Closet are most 
grateful to receive our food. 
This week all the chairs they 
put out along the curb were full 
of people eating the food they 
just picked up. It’s such a simple 
thing to do, takes practically 
no time, and is so dreadfully 
needed.

“Our gardeners are the real 
heroes,” she added. “They 
donated a huge amount of pro-
duce this week — and a bunch of 
bags of purchased stuff.”

Lucile encourages commu-
nity members to learn about the 

gleaning program. To procure 
fresh fruits and vegetables, 
Trinity asks folks to “plant an 
extra row” of produce. The 
church also sends volunteers to 
harvest fruit trees in people’s 
gardens. The specific pantry 
items needed by Ecumenical 
Hunger Program (another loca-
tion where our food is deliv-
ered) are listed at tinyurl.com/
pantryneeds.

Hats off to our local hero, 
Lucile Spurlock!
Laurie Hunter is a volunteer at 
Trinity Church in Menlo Park.

A helping hand for residents in need during COVID-19
Recognizing Trinity Church volunteer Lucile Spurlock 

GUEST OPINION

By Dr. Annye Rothenberg

P
arents want to know how 
to structure their chil-
dren’s time when the kids 

need to be home all day instead 
of being at school. Many parents 
also are trying to work from 
home when their children are 
there.
 Parents need to provide 
enough education and emo-
tional support for their children.
 Here’s how parents can work 
from home. Divide your work 
hours with your spouse so one 
parent gets about five hours of 
work while the other parent tries 
to get some work done while 
allowing for time with their 
kids. Then the parents switch 
roles. Try to get most of your 
work done between 6 a.m. (or 
7 a.m.) until about 6 p.m. and 
get the last two or three hours 
of work done after the children 
go to sleep. It helps a lot when 
parents set up a daily schedule 
so that they can tell their kids 
how the day will go.
 Here’s a sample schedule for 
3- to 10-year-olds, from morn-
ing to night:
 1. Get dressed first thing in the 
day so kids don’t treat weekdays 
like the weekend. Preschoolers 
need help getting dressed.
 2. Have the kids think of 
breakfast ideas and encourage 
them to help you make break-
fast. (Good for interacting with 
your kids.)
 3. Next is some outdoor activi-
ty such as walking, biking, scoo-
tering with you. Walk around 
the neighborhood with the kids. 
If you have a backyard, try kick-
ing the soccer ball. Let them do 
water play, bubbles, digging in 
the dirt or sand, watering, weed-
ing, and planting. (Use up some 
of their energy.)
 4. At home, have your younger 
children (3 to 6 years old) look 
at books or read to them. Help 
your young children practice 
recognizing letters and numbers 

and printing them as well. Have 
them color. Have children under 
7 use workbooks if online learn-
ing has been hard for them. A 
good series of workbooks from 
preschool through elementary 
school you can order is “Com-
prehensive Curriculum of Basic 
Skills” (These are available on 
Amazon.com). Kids who are 7 
or older can do online learning. 
Parents need to be available to 
their kids for this. Most kids 
can do about an hour at a time 
with your support. (Focus on 
academics during this time.)
 5. Next would be playtime, 
including building with Legos, 
playing with dolls and imag-
inary play. Encourage craft 
activities like Play-Doh, paint-
ing, coloring, cutting, gluing. 
Look online for creative and fun 
activity ideas for 3- to 10-year-
olds. (Encourage creativity.)
 6. Just before lunch is a good 
time for the available parent to 
play games with the children 
and teach them to take turns 
deciding what they’ll play. (Kids 
learn to not always expect to get 
their way.)

 7. Have the kids help you make 
lunch and have a parent eat with 
them. Kids should clear their 
plates and help clean up. (Kids 
feel connected to their parents.)
 8. After lunch, have quiet time 
for younger kids to look through 
their books, listen to music, (or) 
play in their room. Older kids 
should be able to spend more 
time on distance learning, one 
hour or maybe two with a parent 
being available to help as needed.
 9. In the afternoon, about 
three times a week, parents 
should set up two-hour play dates 
with another child. It’s useful 
to have a few different kids to 
choose from who become part 
of a kid’s “social bubble.” (Kids 
really need time to play with 
their peers.)
 10. Later in the afternoon, 
have your children help you with 
chores such as laundry, dishes, 
toy pickup, vacuuming, etc. so 
they learn to be helpful. And 
then have them help you make 
dinner including setting the 
table, clearing dishes, loading 
the dishwasher. Younger kids can 
make green salads or fruit salads. 
(You and your kids get to work 
together.)
 11. After dinner, spend about 

an hour where the whole family 
can be together, doing what seems 
like fun. Then it’s bathtime for 
the younger kids and showers for 
the older kids. (Whole family has 
playtime together.)
 12. Next comes the bedtime sto-
ry and time for your child and you 
to chat together. Regular bedtimes 
are 8-8:30 p.m. for younger kids 
and 8:30-9 p.m. for older kids. (A 
nice end to their day.)
 13. After the kids are asleep, 
then parents can just focus on 

their work and maybe get close to 
seven hours of sleep themselves.
 A schedule like this can help 
a lot in meeting your children’s 
important needs while parents get 
enough of their work done.

Dr. Annye Rothenberg, Ph.D., 
is a child and parent psycholo-
gist with a practice in Emerald 

Hills. She works with families in 
Menlo Park, Atherton, Portola 

Valley, Woodside and other 
nearby cities. Her website is 

annyerothenberg.com.

How to structure your children’s days during distance learning

Employment
The Almanac offers advertising  

for Employment, as well as  
Home and Business Services.

If you wish to learn more about  
these advertising options,  

please call 650.223.6582 or email 
digitalads@paweekly.com.

995 Fictitious Name 
Statement
GUSTAVO ESPINO’S GARDENING AND 
HANDYMAN SERVICE 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 285010 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Gustavo Espino’s Gardening and 
Handyman Service, located at 253 Hayden 
Way, La Honda, CA 94020, San Mateo 
County.  
Registered owner(s): 
GUSTAVO JOEL ESPINO RODRIGUEZ 
253 Hayden Way 
La Honda, CA 94020 
This business is conducted by: An 
Individual.  
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the fictitious business 
name(s) listed above on 6/22/20. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 
August 17, 2020.  
(ALM Sep. 4, 11, 18, 25, 2020)

PRODUCT INSIGHTS 
FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 
File No.: 285076 
The following person (persons) is (are) 
doing business as: 
Product Insights, located at 678 College 
Av., Menlo Park, CA 
94025, San Mateo County. 
Registered owner(s): 
STEPHEN KENNETH KERSHNER 
678 College Av. 
Menlo Park, CA 94025 
PAUL MICHAEL NEWBY 
925 Lincoln Av. 
Palo Alto, CA 94301 
This business is conducted by: Copartners. 
The registrant commenced to transact 
business under the 
fictitious business name(s) listed above on 
August 20, 2020. 
This statement was filed with the County 
Clerk-Recorder of 
San Mateo County on August 27, 2020. 
(ALM Sep. 11, 18, 25; Oct. 2, 2020)

LA ESTRELLITA MARKET RWC 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 285130 

The following person(s) is (are) doing 

business as: 

La Estrellita Market RWC, located at 2211 

Middlefield Road, Redwood City, CA 94063, 

San Mateo County.  

Registered owner(s): 

CIELO STAR, INC. 

2211 Middlefield Road 

Redwood City, CA 94063 

This business is conducted by: A 

Corporation.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on Nov. 13, 2014.  

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

September 4, 2020.  

(ALM Sep. 18, 25; Oct. 2, 9, 2020)

LA ESTRELLITA MARKET EPA 

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT 

File No.: 285131 

The following person(s) is (are) doing 

business as: 

La Estrellita Market EPA, located at 2381 

University Ave., East Palo Alto, CA 94303, 

San Mateo County.  

Registered owner(s): 

FIRE STAR, INC. 

2381 University Ave. 

East Palo Alto, CA 94303  

This business is conducted by: A 

Corporation.  

The registrant commenced to transact 

business under the fictitious business 

name(s) listed above on Nov. 13, 2014.  

This statement was filed with the County 

Clerk-Recorder of San Mateo County on 

September 4, 2020.  

(ALM Sep. 18, 25; Oct. 2, 9, 2020)

Public Notices

Call Alicia Santillan at 650-223-6578  
or email asantillan@paweekly.com 

for assistance with legal advertising.

GUEST OPINION
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By Sheryl Nonnenberg

If you have driven across the 
Bay Bridge, you have seen 
Leo Villareal’s large-scale, 

site-specific “The Bay Lights.” 
Installed in 2013, it consists 
of 25,000 LED lights installed 
on the span that continuously 
change, thanks to a custom soft-
ware design.

Further down on the Penin-
sula, Villareal was chosen as 
part of the public art program at 
the new Stanford Hospital. His 
“Buckyball,” from 2019, is sited 
at the entrance of the complex 

and offers a non-repeating 
sequence of colors and patterns 
in a sculpture of nested spheres.

But Villareal also works in 
smaller, gallery-scale editions, 
as can be seen in “Harmony of 
the Spheres,” his new exhibition 
at Pace Gallery in Palo Alto that 
is now on view until Oct. 10. 
(The show, which was originally 
scheduled to be displayed in 
early spring, was put on hold 
due to the pandemic.)

There is some irony that 
Villareal’s small-screen work 
is on view at a time when our 
lives are so focused around 

computer screens, but don’t let 
that dissuade you from visit-
ing the gallery. This is an art 
form that must be seen and 
experienced in person and, 
after months of online-only 
art, offers a welcome change. 
Villareal’s merging of art and 
technology is always impres-
sive, mesmerizing — and an 
antidote to the preponderance 
of politics, anger, negativity and 
despair that seems to pervade 
cyberspace at the moment.

“Leo is a beloved figure in the 
Bay Area, and we are thrilled to 
present his work in the gallery,” 
said Pace president Elizabeth 
Sullivan.

The exhibition consists of 
11 screens of various sizes. As 
always, the Pace installation 
team has found a way to pres-
ent the works in a dramatic and 
advantageous way. The gallery is 
sectioned into three zones, with 
two walls framing the largest 
piece, “Musica Universalis” in 
the rear of the gallery space. 
The walls have been painted 
a dark gray/black, an effective 
and neutral background for the 
glowing LEDs in each piece. 
With no labels or sound except 
for the gentle hum of the moni-
tors, there is an almost sacred, 
meditative ambience. And since 
there will be timed admission to 
the gallery, odds are that visitors 
will have a quiet and contempla-
tive experience.

Villareal, who holds an under-
graduate degree in sculpture 
from Yale University and a 
graduate degree from NYU’s 
Tisch School of the Arts, found 
his way to working with light 
in a serendipitous way. While 
attending the Burning Man Fes-
tival in 1997, he became lost in 
the desert. Realizing that a large 
light affixed to his tent would 
help him find his way, he created 
a glowing sculptural form. He 
began working solely with light 

but added a crucial component 
— software code. In an email 
interview, he explained, “The 
epiphany I had was connect-
ing software and light. To add 
software and code to that and 
to start to sequence the light was 
very profound, but it took me 
many years to get there.”

Eight of the pieces are part 
of the artist’s “Instance” series 
and are, according to gallery 
information, “Singular works, in 
their digital and physical forms, 
that become malleable synchro-
nies wherein the possibility of 
order, however f leeting and 
subtle, appears visually across 
the units before gradually dis-
sipating into a chaotic state.”

This translates to a nonstop 
sequence of patterns and shapes 
that move, evolve and dance in 
unpredictable but fascinating 
ways. Impose upon them what 
references you like: exploding 
planets, shooting stars, sun 
bursts, fireworks or glitter shot 
from a cannon. The longer 
you watch, the more things 
change and yet it is not frenetic 

or nerve-wracking. As Villa-
real described it, “My work is 
very much for humans. It goes 
beyond the simple combination 
of software and LEDs. Through 
my process, I have found a way 
to tap into something deeper 
that elicits a sense of wonder 
and awe in an audience. It feels 
primal and elemental.”

The artist has also said that his 
light work is like a “communal 
campfire.” You will wish that 
you could set up a chair and 
spend a lot of time in front of 
“Musica Universalis.” It domi-
nates the gallery with its size and 
the boldness of its transforma-
tions. The press release describes 
this piece as “referencing an 
ancient philosophical concept 
that regards proportions in the 
movements of celestial bodies 
as a form of music which is not 
audible but rather a harmonic 
and mathematical exploration 
of orbital resonance.” Does one 
need to know that in order to be 
impressed and captivated by this 
piece? Definitely not. Relax and 
enjoy the show.

Pace is open to 
the public by reser-
vation only, with a 
limited number 
per hour. To make 
a reservation, visit 
pacegallery.com. A

P E O P L E  A N D  P E R F O R M A N C E S  I N  A RT S  A N D  E N T E RTA I N M E N T

Artscene

650.245.1845

LEHUA GREENMANLEHUA GREENMAN
“Most of the 
important 

things have been 
accomplished 
by people who 
have kept on 

trying when there 
seemed to be no 

hope at all.”

Palo Alto welcomes Bay Bridge light artist for new gallery show
Leo Villareal’s innovative union of art and technology takes center stage in Pace Gallery’s reopening exhibition

Courtesy villareal.net

Leo Villareal’s “Detector” exhibit, shown in Pace Gallery of 
London, 2019.

Leo Villarreal 
works with LEDs, 
custom software, 
electrical 
hardware and 
steel.

C
ourtesy Pace G

allery
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Food&Drink

15 Seki Court,  Emerald Hills
Contact us for a private or virtual showing at 650.690.2858

15 Seki Court,  Emerald Hil ls
www.15Seki .com

ELEGANT EMERALD HILLS RESIDENCE
•  4 Bedrooms   •  3.5 Bathrooms   

•  3,960 Sq.  Ft .  Home   
•  14,206 Sq.  Ft .  Lot (per county)

Offered at

$3,288,000

DRE# 01884007, 01921791

Kim Heng, MBA 
650.516.7506

kimheng724

650.690.2858
alexseroff

By Elena Kadvany

Charlie Parker, the former 
executive chef of Flea St. 
Cafe in Menlo Park, has 

struck out on his own with a new 
weekly food delivery service.

Parker is now offering multi-
course dinners for delivery three 
days a week, with dishes like 
white sea bass roasted in miso 
butter, chicken liver mousse with 
rosemary focaccia and a dry-
aged rib-eye steak with tomato, 
corn and bread salad, fresh moz-
zarella and pickled red onion 
chimichurri. 

The chef and Menlo Park native 
started Charlie Parker Provisions 
after his most recent employer, 
Mayfield Bakery & Cafe in Palo 
Alto, closed permanently in late 
July. It started informally, with 

Parker making dinners once 
a week for friends and family. 
On Wednesdays, he’d send that 
week’s menu out to a group text 
and friends would come pick the 
food up on Sundays.

“It was a way to stay in touch 
with friends and help them out,” 
he said.

This eventually snowballed, 
and he was introduced to the 
owner of Namesake Cheesecake 
in Menlo Park, who happened to 
have a kitchen available for use. 
He’s been preparing all of the 
meals out of that space for the last 
month.

Parker has cooked at numer-
ous notable local restaurants, 
including Manresa in Los Gatos, 
The Village Pub in Woodside, 
Ubuntu in Napa and three Daniel 
Patterson establishments (Plum 

Bar in Oakland, Haven in Oak-
land and Alfred’s Steakhouse in 
San Francisco).

His goal with the meal delivery 
service is to provide “well-round-
ed, thoughtful dishes that can be 
reheated and not lose their integ-
rity.” All the components of a dish 
are kept separate to preserve their 
quality and come with reheating 
and plating instructions. (The 
sea bass, for example, was cooked 
to medium rare so it could be 
reheated in the oven without 
being overcooked.) 

Parker describes his cooking 
style as French- and Italian-
based, using Northern California 
ingredients. For this past Sunday, 
he offered a roasted bone-in pork 
chop with smoked country potato 
salad, grilled peaches, frisée and 
basil and a pickled chanterelle 

mushroom jus as well as toma-
to soup and smoked eggplant 
hummus.

Parker said he wants to work in 
restaurants again, but with all the 
uncertainty facing the industry, 
he’s planning to focus on the meal 
delivery service for as long as it’s 
successful.

“I don’t see this going away 
anytime soon,” he said of the 
pandemic.

The meals are available on 
Tuesday, Thursday and Sunday; 
Parker delivers the meals between 
4-5 p.m. To place an order, go to 
charlieparkerprovisions.com. 

Email Elena Kadvany at 
ekadvany@paweekly.com

Charlie Parker’s new gig started as way to help out friends during pandemic 

Courtesy Charlie Parker

Chef Charlie Parker has 
expanded the dinners he made 
for friends during the pandemic 
into a meal delivery business.
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SILICON VALLE Y HOMES

Other Offices  BELVEDERE-TIBURON  ·   BERKELEY  ·   DANVILLE  ·   L AFAYET TE  ·   MILL VALLEY  ·   MONTCL AIR

NAPA  ·   NOVATO  ·   OAKL AND  ·   ROSS VALLEY  ·   SAN RAFAEL  ·   SAUSALITO  ·   STINSON BEACH 

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Menlo Park Office
640 Oak Grove Ave

650.847.1141

Palo Alto Office
728 Emerson St
650.644.3474

Los Altos Office
195 S. San Antonio Rd

650.941.4300

Woodside Office
2989 Woodside Rd

650.851.6600

Redwood City Office
555 Middlefield Rd

650.577.3700 

San Carlos Office
1250 San Carlos Ave 101

650.597.1800

Burlingame Office
401 Primrose Rd, Suite J

650.865.3000 

Los Gatos Office
663 Blossom Hill Rd

408.358.2800

500 Palomar Dr, Redwood City
Offered at $3,795,000

Kat Bedbury  ·  650.740.4494
Lic. #01817656

938 Shoreline Dr, San Mateo
Offered at $1,118,000

Bobbi Decker  ·  650.346.5352
Lic. #00607999

408 Eleanor Dr, Woodside
Offered at $19,995,000

Michael Dreyfus  ·  650.485.3476
Lic. #01121795

Noelle Queen  ·  650.427.9211
Lic. #01917593

Virtual Home Tours
See some of our premier listings 

from the comfort of your own 
home through 3D virtual reality 

and high definition video.
goldengatesir.com/HD goldengatesir.com/VR

286 Willowbrook Dr, Portola Valley
Offered at $3,997,000

Omar Kinaan  ·  650.776.2828
Lic. #01723115

2511 Carson St, Redwood City
Offered at $2,898,000

Gil Oraha  ·  650.889.0889
Lic. #01355157

1367 Wayne Way, San Mateo
Offered at $1,350,000

Mary Bee  ·  650.343.9999
Lic. #00882849

190 Bridge Rd, HIllsborough
Offered at $18,800,000

Jennifer Gilson  ·  650.642.6957
Lic. #01889172

Sophia Waldman  ·  650.219.8435
Lic. #02011546

174 Vista Verde Way,  
Portola Valley

Offered at $3,285,000
Mary Jo McCarthy

650.400.6364
Lic. #01354295

50 Amador Ave, Atherton
Offered at $9,500,000

Emily Smith-Silvestri
650.346.1361

Lic. #01927979

355 Topaz St, Redwood City
Offered at $2,098,000

Brian Ayer  ·  650.242.2473
Lic. #01870281

909 Linda Vista St, Moss Beach
Offered at $3,200,000

Marian Bennett  ·  650.678.1108
Lic. #01463986

25 Preston Rd, Woodside
Offered at $8,300,000

Shena Hurley  ·  650.575.0991
Lic. #01152002
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The property information herein is derived from various sources that may include, but not be limited to, county records and the Multiple Listing Service, and it may include approximations. Although the information is believed to be accurate, it is not warranted and you should not rely upon it without personal verification. Real estate agents affiliated with Coldwell 

Banker Realty are independent contractor sales associates, not employees. ©2020 Coldwell Banker. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logos are trademarks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. The Coldwell Banker® System is comprised of company owned offices which are owned by a subsidiary of Realogy Brokerage Group LLC and 

franchised offices which are independently owned and operated. The Coldwell Banker System fully supports the principles of the Fair Housing Act and the Equal Opportunity Act. 

ColdwellBankerHomes.com guiding you home since 1906

Menlo Park | $3,750,000

Welcome to this cozy 3br/2.5ba home in sought-after West Menlo Park. Charming Carmel-style conveniently close to downtown shops, fine local schools, and community parks and trails. On a corner lot framed by heritage 

oaks, enter through your own private courtyard to this classic one-level home. Cook's kitchen. Over-sized main suite. "Dual" bedrooms with adjoining bath, one now used as a home office.

Lovinda Beal 

650.257.4000 

lovinda@cbnorcal.com 

CalRE #00925698

San Pablo | $419,000

Charming, updated 2 bedroom, 1 bath with family room and updated kitchen combo, remodeled bath and private backyard.

Miriam Porras 408.644.5041 

CalRE #02002039 

Amelia Middel 650.704.3064 

CalRE #01103989

Redwood City | $8,750 Rent

Welcome home to your private sanctuary on top of Farm Hill with park-like settings. This beautiful 5 bedroom, 3 bathroom home is immense and has more than enough room for each of your family members or roommates 

with endless possibilities. This home is a must see! If you or someone you know would like to purchase or sell a home we are here to help. Let's Talk...

Noah Hurchanik 

650.743.2126 

noah.hurchanik@cbnorcal.com 

CalRE #01767102


