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DARK CHAPTER—According to Boy Scouts of America’s bankruptcy filing, there are 
approximately 275 sex-abuse-related lawsuits against the organization that are pending in 
state and federal courts across the country.

Are active-shooter drills too real?

Boy Scouts file Chapter 11

Mountain lions move closer  
 to protected status

Students love a carnival

BETTER TOGETHER—Above, Alexandria Rosenfeld, 10, left, and Elaine Morales, 11, 
compete in a three-legged race during the fourth annual Valentine’s Day carnival 
at Campus Canyon College Preparatory Academy School on Feb. 14 in Moorpark. 
Students in the elementary and middle school student councils planned the 
event. Below, Jameson Roberts, 8, attempts to pin the wings on a heart during 
the school carnival’s festivities. 

Acorn file photo 

LIFE AND DEATH—Los Angeles Sheriff’s Department deputies conduct 
an active-shooter drill at Calabasas High School last year. 

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 On April 26, 2018, emergency 
bells rang out throughout the New-
bury Park High School campus as 
administrators told students and 
staff to enter into a “code red” 
lockdown, the highest level, ded-
icated to active-shooter situations.
 The announcement sent sev-
eral students into a panic as they 
frantically texted their parents 
and friends, as their teachers 
locked their doors and closed their 
windows. A minute later, school 
administrators alerted staff via 

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 The Boy Scouts of America, one of 
the largest and best-known youth orga-
nizations in the United States, filed for 
bankruptcy Tuesday to financially protect 
itself from a growing number of lawsuits 
brought by men who say they were sexually 
abused as Scouts.
 The Chapter 11 filing, the 110-year-old 
nonprofit said, will allow the Boy Scouts 
to continue operating while it forms a trust 
that will “equitably compensate” victims.
 “While we know nothing can undo 
the tragic abuse that victims suffered, we 

By Ian Bradley
ianbradley@theacorn.com

 The California Department of Fish 
and Wildlife is adding its voice to 
a chorus calling for the addition of 
mountain lions to the state’s endan-
gered species list.
 The state agency is supporting a 

— Please See Page 3

— Please See Page 3

— Please See Page 7

email and parents via Facebook 
that the unannounced lockdown 
was a drill. But the experience 
had already left several teens and 
parents rattled.
 Although NPHS was one of the 
few schools to conduct a surprise 
drill on campus, it’s not the only 
high school to conduct lockdown 
drills throughout the year. Every 
local district reported conducting 
some form of lockdown or shelter-
in-place drill for their students. In 
these drills, students are told to 
lock the doors, turn off the lights 
and sit quietly in their rooms. 
Lockdowns are used for a variety 
of reasons, such as police-related 

incidents near the campus or if an 
animal is on school grounds. 
 Under a new California state 
law, all elementary, middle and 
high schools with enrollments 
of 50 or more students are now 
required to conduct at least one 
lockdown drill per year.
 In the years since the shooting 
at Columbine High School in 1999, 
there’s been an increased focus 
on active-shooter drills at public 
school campuses. Roughly 95% of 
U.S. schools hold such trainings, 
according to statistics from the 
National Center for Education. 
 During an active-shooter drill, 

believe the Chapter 11 process—with the 
proposed trust structure—will provide eq-
uitable compensation to all victims while 
maintaining the (Boy Scouts of America’s) 
important mission,” President and CEO 
Roger Mosby said in a statement.
 According to BSA’s bankruptcy filing, 
there are approximately 275 lawsuits against 
the Boy Scouts of America that are pending 
in state and federal courts across the coun-
try. In total, the nonprofit knows of about 
1,700 asserted abuse claims from men, with 
a majority, 90%, claiming the exploitation 
occurred more than 30 years ago.
 The Boy Scouts believe that number 

petition submitted last summer by two 
groups—the Center for Biological 
Diversity in Tucson, Ariz., and the 
Mountain Lion Foundation in Sacra-
mento—that want more protection for 
the big cats.
 The recommendation isn’t for 
mountain lions across the state. It would 

 Photos by MICHAEL COONS/Acorn Newspapers
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Too real
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will grow because states like Cali-
fornia have passed new legislation 
allowing victims to file claims 
that were previously barred by the 
statute of limitations, according to 
court documents. 
 To compensate victims, the 

nonprofit plans to create the 
Victims Compensation Trust that 
will provide money to individuals 
in an equitable way that protects 
their identities. 
 The Boy Scouts estimates that 
1,000 to 5,000 people will seek 
compensation, according to a report 
from the Associated Press. To offset 
the costs, the organization will most 
likely be required to sell some of its 

properties, including campgrounds 
and conference centers.

Local impact
 Area councils, which oversee 
individual Boy Scout and Cub 
Scout troops, do not believe the 
organization’s bankruptcy filing 
will have any significant impact 
on their activities and offerings.
 The Ventura County Boy Scouts 
Council—which includes troops 
in Camarillo, Westlake Village, 
Thousand Oaks, Newbury Park, 
Moorpark, Simi Valley and Agoura 
Hills—is considered legally sep-
arate and financially independent 
from the national organization.
 “The Ventura County Council 
has not filed for bankruptcy,” CEO 
George Villalobos wrote in an 
email. “Scouting programs will 
continue. This means that unit 

meetings and activities, district 
and council events, other Scouting 
adventures and countless service 
projects will take place as usual. 
In short, we expect no changes to 
the local Scouting experience in 
the Ventura County area.”
 Villalobos noted that annual 
donations or Friends of Scouting 
contributions made to the Ventu-
ra County council will be used 
to fund local troops’ day-to-day 
expenses and programs.
 “Scouting is pretty alive and 
well in Ventura County, and going 
forward we are being cognizant of 
victims and doing what we can (to 
support them) if it turns out if there 
are any in this area,” he said.

Safety measures
 Beyond compensating victims, 
the Boy Scouts of America has im-

plemented new policies intended 
to keep children safe. 
 All volunteers and staff are re-
quired to undergo youth protection 
training and background checks ev-
ery two years. A new rule prohibits 
one-on-one interactions between 
youth and adults in person, online 
or via text and all volunteers are 
mandated to report any suspected 
abuse to law enforcement. 
 “Scouting is safer now than 
ever before. Over many years, 
we’ve developed some of the 
strongest expert-informed youth 
protection policies found in any 
youth-serving organization,” Vil-
lalobos said. “I can also assure you 
that our volunteers and employees 
take youth protection extremely 
seriously and do their part to help 
keep kids safe.”

in addition to lockdown proce-
dures, students learn the basics of 
“Run, Hide, Fight” and are told 
how to react if a gunman is on 
campus. In rare cases, deputies 
simulate the experience using 
rubber bullets and student actors.
 Some experts wonder if the 
active-shooter drills do more harm 
than good, citing research that life-
like and unannounced drills could 
lead to trauma. 
 The growing concerns in-
spired the American Federation 
of Teachers and the Nation-
al Education Association—the 
country’s two largest education 
unions—and the Everytown for 
Gun Safety advocacy group to 
come together and reassess how 
schools use the drills. Their report 
was released earlier this month.
 “Everywhere I travel, I hear 
from parents and educators about 
active-shooter drills terrifying 
students, leaving them unable to 
concentrate in the classroom and 
unable to sleep at night,” said NEA 
President Lily Eskelsen García in a 
statement. “As educators, ensuring 
our students’ safety and well-being 
is our No. 1 priority. So traumatiz-
ing students as we work to keep 
students safe from gun violence 
is not the answer.”
 Instead, the organizations 
recommend that schools don’t 
hold unannounced active-shooter 
training that simulates violence. 
If schools do practice lockdown 
drills, it is recommended that 
parents, students and teachers be 
notified beforehand and the proce-
dures should be age-appropriate.
 The groups also asked schools 
to evaluate the potential effects of 
active-shooter drills on students to 
see if they experience any signs of 
trauma such as bad dreams, fear of 
coming to school, asthma attacks or 
depression, according to the report.
 Beyond conducting drills, the 
report called for a renewed focus 
on students’ mental health. Threat 
assessment programs, the organi-
zations said, could help law en-
forcement and teachers intervene 
before an act of violence and could 
direct students to the appropriate 
mental health programs.
 Locally, some districts are al-
ready focusing on student mental 
health. At Pleasant Valley School 
District in Camarillo, school coun-
selors are working to establish a so-
cial-emotional learning curriculum 
and are using restorative practices. 
Simi Valley Unified has increased 
its “soft safety measures” to train 
staff to identify mental health is-
sues and to provide new avenues 
of intervention to the community.
 Moorpark Unified leads a 
character education program that 
promotes a culture of respect 
and encourages peer mediation 
and conflict resolution. In Las 
Virgenes Unified, administrators 
started a mental health initiative 
called Student 360 which aims to 
support students with additional 
counselors and through a collab-
orative effort from school staff.

 “Our focus must always be on 
what will make our public schools 
safe and welcoming environments 
for our students who attend and 
staff who educate them. That starts 
with common-sense interventions 
that make schools safe sanctuar-
ies,” said AFT president Randi 
Weingarten in a statement.
 Dawn Megli contributed  
to this article.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

EDITORIAL

OPINION

 The Moorpark Acorn welcomes 
your letters and comments. “Letters 
to the Editor” cannot be longer than 
350 words. The Moorpark Acorn usually 
doesn’t print letters which appear in 
daily newspapers. Handwritten letters 
are acceptable only if they are legible. 
Letters must contain the writer’s 
telephone number and address, for 
verification purposes only. Anonymous 
letters will not be accepted and no 
more than one letter per month may 
be submitted. The deadline to submit 
a letter for Friday’s paper is Tuesday 
at noon. The Moorpark Acorn reserves 
the right to accept, reject or edit 
letters and other editorial material. The 
Moorpark Acorn does not return letters, 
photos or other editorial submissions. 
Editorial material may be mailed to the 
Moorpark Acorn, 1203 Flynn Rd. Suite 
140, Camarillo, CA 93011, or faxed to 
(805) 484-2313. Or email: moorpark@
theacorn.com.

Policies on letters to the editor 
and other editorial material

PHONE: (805) 484-1949
OFFICE/SALES FAX: (805) 484-2313

EDITORIAL FAX: (805) 484-2313
E-MAIL: moorpark@theacorn.com 
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Loves local
theater

Union head
likes bond

For the record

 There are so many reasons to 
love Moorpark and the historic 
High Street Arts Center is one 
of those reasons. For years, my 
boys and I have loved going 
to the theater. We have loved 
watching some of their friends 
star in many of the junior produc-
tions and this weekend we got to 
watch the mainstage production of 
“Peter Pan.”
 The whole cast was great. Yes, 
we loved the fact that the actors ac-
tually got airborne, and that Captain 
Hook was perfectly cast, but the 
gang of pirates stole the show. We 
loved their song-and-dance num-
bers and my boys were laughing 
every time they were onstage.
 After we got home, I was 
reading over the playbill and 
came to learn that for almost all 
of the pirates, it was their first 
time performing, In fact, most of 
the pirates had been wonderfully 
supportive dads to many of the 
child actors who perform regularly 
at the theater. Awhile back, during 
one of the junior productions, a 
group of these dads were standing 
around chatting when the idea of 
doing something fun with their 
kids came up. I don’t think per-
forming in a play was their first 
idea, but with the encouragement 
of the theater director, they went 
for it and auditioned for “Peter 
Pan.” This story made me love 
these pirates even more!   
 I hope we all can be inspired by 
them to every once in awhile step 
outside our comfort zone and do 
something spectacularly fun and 
memorable with our own kids. 
Danielle Middleton
Moorpark

 I represent the nearly 300 
professional educators who work 
in Moorpark Unified School Dis-
trict—the guy who “bloats” sala-

ries. Measure A states that no bond 
money will go to teachers’ salaries; 
my representative council unani-
mously endorsed it because it will 
benefit the community and the 
children attending neighborhood 
schools. 
 America was not founded with 
a bias against all taxation. The 
founders knew that taxes were a 
proper part of a healthy democ-
racy. The framers accepted taxes 
after they passed two crucial tests: 
serving a public good, and those 
taxed must have representation. 
Measure A passes both tests. 
 My question to the opponents 
of Measure A and of public ed-
ucation is: What is your alterna-
tive? Private companies operating 
schools for profit without any 
obligation to be transparent? 
 How do you envision MUSD 
paying for upkeep without fund-
ing? The governor’s proposed 
2020-21 budget projects $1.5 
billion for maintenance for the 
entire state—this money comes 
from a state bond! California 
has almost 1,000 school districts 
vying for this pie. In the unlikely 
scenario that MUSD qualifies for 

this funding, state money will not 
meet the needs of our community.
 For the record, all of our 
surrounding districts have three 
concurrent bond measures funding 
their repairs and renovations. 
 Measure A is necessary and 
proper. It is democratic and trans-
parent—it earmarks spending 10 to 
15 years into the future. It guaran-
tees that our schools will continue 
to be Moorpark’s vibrant center.
 Imagine this future: a cash- 
starved school district with aged 
facilities and neglected civic cen-
ters. The irony of this alternative 
reality is that if you really want 
lower property taxes, then ignore 
this opportunity to invest in the 
well-being of your community 
and your public schools. The result 
will be lower property values.
 The founders also believed in 
civic virtue. They knew that, at 
times, a citizen must sacrifice their 
narrow self-interest and commit to 
the greater public good. In the case 
of Measure A, the greater public 
good is a continued rise in property 
values. More important, the public 
good is the best education possible 
for our children, both present and 

future.
Brian Friefeld
Simi Valley
 Friefeld is president of the 
Moorpark Educators Association.

It was brought to the Acorn’s 
attention earlier this month that 
the stories portrayed by Richard 
“Dick” Jennings in an April 2018 
story titled “A long-overdue 
thanks for serving” were partly 
fictional. 

Jennings told the Acorn this 
month that he’d been in the 
midst of writing a book and 
the stories about his service in 
the Vietnam War were a mix of 
real and fictional events. 

“I never got wounded. That 
was something I put in the book 
I was writing at the time,” Jen-
nings said. “Sometimes when 
you get so deep into writing 
about something you can forget 
what really happened. Some of 
it was true, though.” The events 
portrayed by Jennings have been 
removed from the online April 
2018 article.

 Lockdowns are relatively common at 
Moorpark schools. They’re used to keep stu-
dents in a safe and locked classroom and out 
of harm’s way while an emergency ensues, 
such as a nearby police-related incident, the 
presence of a dangerous animal on campus 
or a domestic incident on school grounds.
 Some lockdowns last a few minutes; oth-
ers can go on for hours. Parents often have 
no idea a lockdown has occurred until after 
the school has been cleared by police and 
the principal has sent out an email or text. 
This is usually done so parents don’t rush to 
the school or clog phone lines, which often 
complicates the situation.
 To help teachers train for emergencies, 
schools hold periodic practice drills. Those 
old enough to remember can recall the Cold 
War-era “duck-and-cover” exercise, and 
since that time it’s not uncommon for school 
officials in Southern California to period-
ically hold unannounced drills to prepare 
their campuses for natural disasters, such as 
earthquakes and fires. 
 Lately, students and teachers are being 
asked to take part in active-shooter drills. An 
active-shooter drill may require a lockdown 

procedure, but it mainly teaches staff and 
students how to protect themselves and when 
to run, hide or fight. In the years since the 
shooting at Columbine High School, there’s 
been an increased focus on active-shooter 
drills at public school campuses. Roughly 
95% of U.S. schools hold such train-
ings, according to the National Center for 
Education Statistics. 
 This week, however, two of the country’s 
largest education unions and Everytown for 
Gun Safety, a New York-based advocacy 
group founded by presidential candidate 
Michael Bloomberg, issued a report asking 
school districts to reassess their use of ac-
tive-shooter safety drills. The report argues 
there’s little evidence to show the drills actu-
ally save lives. Also, the manner in which the 
drills are staged differ greatly from location 
to location. And the report contends that 
the psychological impact on kids can often 
outweigh the drill’s benefit. What’s more, the 
report says, school shootings are statistically 
quite rare. 
 We agree with the report that parents, 
teachers and students should be notified be-
fore drills; that the activity shouldn’t mimic 

real-life scenarios (no police in full SWAT 
gear); that the training should be age-appro-
priate; and that school officials need to ensure 
students are OK in the days following. 
 We also agree with the report’s findings 
that schools can do more to protect their 
students by creating an overall safe campus 
environment. They need to expand on their 
already intense efforts to nip bullying in the 
bud and to recognize the signs in children 
who may be thinking about hurting them-
selves or others. 
  These ideas are nothing new to local 
educators and are regularly considered top 
priorities. Parents must also share the respon-
sibility of identifying warning signs in their 
kids, and we need to push for gun laws that 
keep weapons out of the hands of dangerous 
people, a widely held opinion supported by 
gun advocates. 
 Common sense tells us that active-shooter 
drills can play an important role in school 
safety. But educators can and should take 
care to ensure those drills don’t do more 
harm than good. Sadly, we’re in a new era 
and having to learn about these things as we 
go along.

Done correctly, school-shooter drills have value
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SHERIFF’S BLOTTER
Feb. 10
A woman, 38, was cited for 

driving with a suspended license 
at Los Angeles Avenue and Spring 
Road.

Two thieves broke into multiple 
businesses and cars in the 800 
block of Los Angeles Avenue and 
stole items worth more than $950.

A 59-year-old woman was 
cited for petty theft after she stole 
merchandise valued at less than 
$950 from Target, 800 Los Angeles 
Ave.

A woman, 23, was cited in the 
500 block of Los Angeles Avenue 
for letting an unlicensed motorist 
drive her car on a highway.

Feb. 11
A 47-year-old man was cited for 

violating his probation at Second 
and Millard streets.

A man, 19, was arrested in 
the 6500 block of Berkeley Circle 
for failing to appear in court, for 
obstructing a police officer and for 
destroying evidence.

A 54-year-old woman was cited 
in the 6600 block of Benwood Drive 
for elder abuse after she used a 
bottle to strike a 73-year-old victim 
on the head.

A man, 33, was arrested for 
evading a police officer at Gisler 
Road and Rainer Street.

Feb. 12
A 28-year-old man was arrested 

in the 4600 block of Tierra Rejada 
Road for failing to appear in court, 
for giving false information to a 
police officer and for driving with a 
suspended license.

A thief forged the signature of a 
resident in the 4200 block of Tierra 
Rejada Road to cash a personal 
check in their name.

Feb. 13
A 24-year-old woman was 

arrested in the 13000 block of 
Elkton Court for failing to appear 
in court.

A man, 32, was arrested in the 
600 block of Spring Road for failing 
to appear in court.

Feb. 14
A man, 52, was cited for driving 

with a suspended license in the 
13000 block of Princeton Avenue.

A 33-year-old man was arrested 
at Campus Park and Collins drives 

for driving with a suspended 
license.

Feb. 15
A woman, 18, was arrested in 

the 50 block of Second Street for 
trespassing and for resisting arrest.

A 32-year-old man was arrested 
for violating his parole in the 13000 
block of Peach Hill Road.

A thief used false pretenses 
to steal more than $950 from 
a resident in the 4700 block of 
Moorpark Avenue.

Feb. 16
A 56-year-old man was arrested 

in the 100 block of Charles Street 
for violating his probation.

Between Feb. 10 and Feb. 16, 
11 people were arrested for various 
drug crimes, two people were 
arrested for DUI and two people 
were arrested for being drunk in 
public.

Lions
From Page 1 —

only apply to cougars in strug-
gling populations across South-
ern California and on the state’s 
Central Coast. Development and 
roadways have divided what open 
space remains in these regions, 
limiting the big cats to undersized 
territories and affecting their abil-
ity to find mates.
 Experts say the Southern Cal-
ifornia population of mountain 
lions could be extinct in 50 years 
if nothing is done.
 Tiffany Yap, a biologist at the 
Center for Biological Diversity, 
is the lead author of the petition.
 “We’re elated that California’s 
big cats are a step closer to protec-
tion,” Yap said. “These amazing 
animals face huge threats that 
could wipe out key populations. 
We urge the state to finalize these 
protections quickly so mountain 
lions can thrive in California for 
generations to come.”
 The decision to add the ani-
mals to the list lies with the Cal-
ifornia Fish and Game Commis-
sion, which will decide in April 
whether the cougars deserve the 
protection being asked for.
 If the commission votes in 
favor of the petition, there are still 
some hurdles to mountain lions 
becoming a protected species.
 “If the vote goes the way we 
want, then mountain lions will 
have a candidate species status,” 
Yap said. “At that time, DFW 
is going to have to outline how 
they’re going to interpret that and 
implement things. I imagine there 
might be some time needed to lay 
out those guidelines.”
 Cougars are already afforded a 
high status across the state—leg-
islation passed in 1990 banned 
them from being hunted. The 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

— Please See Page 9
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WE TAKE YOUR FINANCIAL SUCCESS  

VERY PERSONALLY!

Get a complimentary, no obligation snapshot of your 

progress toward meeting your retirement goals.

805-371-0087

123 Hodencamp Rd. Suite 204

Thousand Oaks CA 91360

Waddell & Reed Inc. Member SIPC

Fire chief honored for dedication to job, service to community
 Jeff Shea guided 
efforts to contain 
spread of Easy blaze

Courtesy of VCFD

RECOGNIZED—Ventura County Fire Department Division Chief 
Jeff Shea recently received the Moorpark Chamber of Commerce’s 
Distinguished Service Award for his work throughout the year and his 
leadership during the 2019 Easy fire. 

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 Ventura County Fire Depart-
ment Division Chief Jeff Shea 
remembers the “controlled chaos” 
on Nov. 2, 2019 when strong San-
ta Ana winds ignited the Easy fire 
and spread it across 1,800 acres 
in Moorpark, Simi Valley and 
Thousand Oaks.
 “I was responsible for the 
operations to prevent the fire 
from crossing the freeway and 
stopping it from impacting the 
City of Moorpark and the City 
of Thousand Oaks. The fire did 
get established on the other side 
of the 23 Freeway, but we had 
resources in place with helicop-
ters and fixed-wing (aircraft) to 
contain the fire,” said the 21-year 
veteran of the fire department.
 Efforts by Shea’s teams, along 
with support from first responders 
throughout the state, helped the 
Moorpark community emerge 
mostly unscathed from the flames.

 “Lifesaving is the No. 1 prior-
ity, and then property and infra-
structure protection is No. 2, and 
containing and controlling the fire 
is No. 3,” Shea said. “All things 
considered, we had a fortunate 
result. We did have some damage 
to structures, but there were no 
lives lost.”
 The Thousand Oaks resident’s 
work did not go unnoticed. To 
honor his dedication to the job 
and his leadership during the 
emergency, Shea was named a 
Distinguished Service Award re-
cipient by the Moorpark Chamber 
of Commerce. He was recog-
nized alongside Ventura County 
Sheriff ’s Office Senior Dep. 
Nolan Stoyko during the Cham-
ber’s installation dinner earlier 
this month.
 The award is a big honor, Shea 
said, and it reflects not just his 
efforts, but the collective efforts 
of his team members, who help 
keep the community safe each 
and every day.
 “It was totally unexpected and 
was an honor and privilege to be 
recognized,” Shea said. “But I 
don’t accept it on my own. It’s 
definitely a collective effort that’s 

been recognized.” 
 The fire department’s collab-
orative, team-based environment 
is something Shea has embraced 
since he joined the agency more 
than two decades ago. In fact, 
it’s what inspired him to become 
a firefighter after earning his 
bachelor’s degree in business 
administration and management 
from California Lutheran Uni-
versity. 
 “I was drawn to (the career) 
for a couple reasons,” Shea, a 
Santa Paula native, said. “I grew 
up playing football and played 
at CLU. I gravitated toward the 
‘team concept’ and saw the fire 
service as the extension of that 
with the goal, at the end, to help 
our fellow man.”
 Shea began his career as a 
firefighter at T.O.’s Station 30. 
He worked there for four years 
before being promoted to fire 
engineer at the station in 2004. 
Two years later, Shea was named 
fire captain where he worked in 
T.O. and Simi and in the aviation 
unit until 2015.
 Then he was promoted to bat-
talion chief in Camarillo, where 
he also worked in the agency’s 
human resources bureau.
 Three years later, he was 
named to his current position, 
division chief of central county 
operations, where he acts as fire 
chief for the cities of Camarillo 
and Moorpark, works as the de-
partment’s chief fire cause inves-
tigator, and is responsible for the 
operation of its dispatch center. 
He also oversees the county’s 
special operations, which include 
Urban Search and Rescue, the 

Hazardous Incident Response 
Team and the Swift Water Rescue 
Team.
 “I enjoy being part of the com-

munity and serving the communi-
ty,” Shea said. “With the variety 
of opportunities and different spe-
cialties with the Ventura County 
Fire Department, I was able to be 
exposed to a myriad of different 
experiences. It’s been great.”
 For Shea, though, the best part 
of his job is the people—those he 
works with and those he’s gotten 
to know in the community. From 
the Thomas fire and the Monte-
cito mudslide to the shooting at 
Borderline and the Woolsey fire, 
Shea said he has consistently 
been amazed by the community’s 
ability to support one another in 
the face of undeniable tragedy.
 “There are those instances 
with that human element where 
people do unbelievable things 
for each other despite being im-
pacted themselves personally,” 
he said. “I can’t describe it, but 
it’s amazing to see people help 
each other out in the most trying 
of circumstances.”

Fellow award winners

 Other award recipients includ-
ed Christine Trunick, who was 
named Ambassador of the Year; 
and Dr. Zachary Potts, who was 
honored with the Chairman’s 
Award of the Year. 
 Michelle Barrett received the 
Chamber Member of the Year 
Award; and Darci and Mark 
Richardson were named Business 
Person(s) of the Year.
 Julie’s Cookies was honored 
as Small Business of the Year; 
99.1 The Ranch was named the 
Mid-Size Business of the Year; 
and California State University 
Channel Islands was recognized 
as Large Business of the Year.
 Mayor Janice Parvin received 
the Visionary Award for her many 
years of service to Moorpark.

008_MPAcornIssue08.indd   1 2/20/2020   1:18:21 PM



Moorpark Acorn February 21, 2020 Page 9

Esther Maria Aberle Crider
 Esther Maria Aberle Crider, 

also known as Ria or Mia, entered 

into glory February 12, 2020. 

Born August 1, 1938 in Kiowa, 

Kansas, she was the daughter 

of the late Joe and Mary Aberle. 

Preceded also in death by her 

husband, Robert Crider, and 

her daughter, Annette Marie 
Novy. She is survived by her 

siblings Richard (LaNae), Douglas 

(Sandy), Judith, and Stephen 

and their families as well as her 

daughters Debra (Steve) with 

granddaughters Jennifer and 

Deanna, and Judith (Justin) with 
grandchildren Kevlyn, Joshua, 

and Mary. 

 Mia created a welcoming home 

for friends and family to gather  

and share. Throughout her 

life, she lifted a song offering 
hopes, dreams, beauty, 

and transformation. We  
will always remember her 

contagious laughter, bright eyes, 

and radiant smile that brought 

joy. In Jesus she found comfort 

and strength to walk through the 

valleys and on the mountains, 

delighting in His Love. We will  
miss her dearly, but know she 

rejoices with Jesus in Heaven. 
 A memorial service will be 

held Sunday, February 23, 2020 

at 3:00 PM at the Moorpark 

Presbyterian Church at 13950 

Peach Hill Road, Moorpark, CA 
93021 with a reception following.  
 In celebration of Mia’s joy 
of music, contributions may be 
made to the Moorpark High 
School Music Boosters. Please 

direct any questions regarding 
the memorial service, flowers, 
cards, or tribute to Mia to the 

Moorpark Presbyterian Church. 

 Assisting the family with 
funeral arrangements is the Perez 

Family Funeral Home.
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Life Tribute
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Free delivery for new 
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Courtesy of Ventura County Animal Services

LOOK CLOSER—Berthina is about 5 years old. She’s a purr 
machine that just wants to be with any person who will pay 
attention to her. To adopt Berthina, ask for ID No. A748621 at  
Ventura County Animal Services in Camarillo, 600 Aviation Drive.

Club Hub
The Acorn’s guide to club meetings

FRI., FEB. 21

Simi Valley Moorpark 
Republican Women Fed.

Check-in at 11:30 a.m. at Simi Valley 
Cultural Arts Center, 3050 E. Los 
Angeles Ave. Program noon to 1 
p.m. Speaker is Catherine Voelker, 
senior deputy district attorney and 
candidate for judge, Ventura Superior 
Court in the March election. Lunch 
cost: Members, $25 online or at the 
door with cash, check or credit card. 
Nonmembers, $35. RSVP requested.
Web: svmrwf.com/rsvp-svmrwf.

Ventura County
Astronomical Society

7:15 to 9 p.m. at Moorpark College 
Forum, 7075 Campus Road. “Ancient 
Mayan Astronomy.” Andrew Kinkella, 
professor of archaeology and a liv-
ing “Indiana Jones,” relives his trips 
through the South American jungles, 
where he explored the advanced state 
of ancient Mayan astronomy. Free 
parking and admission.
Web: www.VCAS.org.

SAT., FEB. 22

Channel Islands
PC Users Group

8:45 a.m. to noon at the Boys & Girls 
Club, 1500 Temple Ave., Camarillo. 
Enter through rear of building. Edu-
cating users about technology: com-
puters, tablets, phones. Q&A on tech 
use from 8:45 to 10:45. Presentation 
at 11 a.m. Public invited; free. 
Phone: 805.289.3960. Web: www.
cipcug.org.

Buckles And Bows
Square Dance Club

7 to 10 p.m. at Goebel Adult Com-
munity Center, 1385 E. Janss Road, 
Thousand Oaks. 7 p.m. rounds. 7:30 
p.m. plus square dancing. David Mee, 
caller. Donations: $8.
Contact: Bill and Nancy. Phone: 805. 
497.8398.

MON., FEB. 24

Camarillo Noontime
Optimist Club

Noon to 1 p.m. at Camarillo Boys & 
Girls Club, 1500 Temple Ave. David 

P
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By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

	 A	 former	Moorpark	Unified	
School	District	employee	plead-
ed	guilty	last	week	to	embezzling	
more than $160,000 from the 
district’s	 school	 lunch	 funds,	
the	Ventura	County	 district	 at-
torney’s	office	announced.	
	 During	 a	 Feb.	 19	 early	 dis-
position	 conference	 at	Ventura	
County	 Superior	Court,	Moor-
park	resident	Retha	Mae	Drum-
mond,	63,	pleaded	guilty	to	five	
felony	 counts	 of	misappropria-
tion	of	public	funds.	Drummond	
also	paid	the	district	$155,810	in	
partial	 restitution,	 according	 to	
court	documents.
	 Drummond	 is	 expected	 to	
be	sentenced	for	 the	charges	on	
March	18	where	she	could	face	a	
maximum	of	eight	years	in	prison.
	 The	 felony	 charges	 stem	
from	 a	 two-and-a-half-year	
investigation	 into	 the	 alleged	
theft,	which	officials	 said	 took	
place	 from	 February	 2012	 to	
November	2016.	
	 During	 that	 time,	 Drum-
mond—a	25-year	employee	with	
MUSD—worked	 in	 the	 child	
nutrition	department	where	 she	

will	issue	depredation	permits	
to	 shoot	 troublesome	 cats	
that	prey	on	livestock,	but	in	
Southern	California	the	stan-
dards	to	obtain	one	are	high.
	 An	applicant	has	 to	 show	
proof	that	they	have	suffered	
multiple	 losses	 because	 of	
the	mountain	 lion	 and	 prove	
that	 they’ve	 taken	 numerous	
nonlethal	steps	to	get	 the	cat	
to	move	on.
	 A	 recent	 example	 is	 the	
case	of	P-56,	a	mountain	lion	
that	had	been	collared	as	part	
of	 an	ongoing	National	Park	
Service	study	on	the	species.	
The	animal	was	killed	Jan.	27	
by	a	rancher	who	had	installed	
lights	and	alarms,	made	use	of	
guard	dogs	and	taken	steps	to	
improve	 their	 livestock’s	en-
closures.	Even	so,	the	rancher	
lost	 12	 animals	 over	 a	 two-
year	period	to	the	predator.
	 The	news	of	the	killing	of	
P-56	was	met	with	alarm	and	
anger	by	many.	The	cat	was	
one	 of	 two	 known	 breeding	
males	in	the	region,	and	wild-
life	advocates	are	concerned	
that	 its	 death	 will	 further	

Lions
From Page 7 —

doom	local	populations.
	 If	mountain	lions	become	a	
protected	species,	 it’s	unclear	
what	 that	 would	 mean	 for	
anyone	seeking	a	depredation	
permit.
	 Yap	 said	 the	 petition	 sub-
mitted	 to	DFW	addresses	 the	
issue,	 and	 the	 agency	would	
likely	 have	 to	 reevaluate	 its	
standards	 for	 determining	
when	 a	 depredation	permit	 is	
called	for.
	 It’s	unclear	 if	 the	death	of	
P-56	 is	 related	 to	 the	DFW’s	
endorsement	 of	 the	 petition	
to	 add	mountain	 lions	 to	 the	
state’s	endangered	species	list.	
	 If	mountain	lions	are	grant-
ed	 protection	 by	 the	 state,	
developers	in	the	region	would	
be	required	to	consider	the	im-
pacts	to	connectivity	between	
mountain	 lion	 populations.	
Developers	 would	 have	 to	
take	steps	to	preserve	existing	
wildlife	 corridors	 or	 enhance	
connectivity	 through	means	
like	wildlife	crossings.
	 Anyone	interested	in	shar-
ing	their	opinion	on	the	matter	
can	submit	a	letter	to	the	Cali-
fornia	Fish	and	Game	commis-
sion,	which	will	meet	April	16	
to	discuss	the	matter.

was	in	charge	of	purchasing	food	
and	drinks	for	school	lunches	and	
helped	process	money	collected	
for	lunch	sales.	
	 The	district	attorney’s	office	
said	 that	Drummond	 allegedly	
used	 her	 position	 to	 routinely	
steal	a	portion	of	 the	cash	paid	
by	students	for	food	and	drinks.	
Over	nearly	five	years,	the	theft	
amounted	 to	 approximately	
$160,000.	
	 MUSD	became	aware	of	 the	
crime	 in	 November	 2016	 and	
placed	Drummond	 on	 adminis-
trative	leave	as	the	district	com-
pleted	an	in-depth	investigation.
	 The	 investigations—by	 the	
district,	Ventura	County	District	
Attorney’s	Office	Bureau	of	 In-
vestigation	 and	Ventura	County	
Sheriff’s	Office—into	the	report-



Maron of Ventura County Civic Alli-
ance speaks about the State of the 
Region. Visitors welcome. Pizza and 
drink available to guests at no charge. 
Contact: Ron. Phone: 805.484.1343. 
Web: camarillooptimistclub.org.

TUES., FEB. 25

Ventura County
Orchid Society 

6:45 p.m. at the Ventura Townehouse, 
4900 Telegraph Road, seventh (top) 
floor, Ventura. Learn about growing 
orchids. Visitors welcome.
Web: vcorchidsociety.weebly.com.

WED., FEB. 26

Conejo Valley
Garden Club

9:30 a.m. at United Methodist Church 
of Thousand Oaks, rooms 11/12, 1000 
E. Janss Road. Master Gardener Olwyn 
Kingery takes questions from mem-
bers about their own gardens. Guests 
welcome. Refreshments provided.
Contact: Walter Rugh. Phone: 818. 
865.2988.

Channel Islands Chapter 
Embroiderers’ Guild 

9:30 to 11:30 a.m. at Camarillo United 
Methodist Church, 291 Anacapa Drive. 
Bring a current project to work on 
and join others in a love of stitching. 
Beginners may attend two meetings 
before joining.
Phone: (805) 484-9183. Web: http://
psrega.org.

Thousand Oaks
Woman’s Club 

10:30 a.m. social time at Los Robles 
Greens, Sunset Ballroom, 299 S. Moor-
park Road, Thousand Oaks. Meeting at 
11 am. Charity luncheon at noon. Live 
entertainment at 12:45 p.m. 50/50 
drawing. Money Tree raffle; bring 
fascinators, hats, purses and jewelry. 
Westlake High School choral music 
students perform. Hot lunch cost: $22. 
RSVP requested. 
Contact: Susanne Walker. Phone: 805. 
551.2311.

Women’s Information 
Network of Simi Valley

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Wood Ranch 
Golf Club, 301 N. Wood Ranch Park-
way, Simi Valley. Networking oppor-
tunity for all those who attend to 
help boost their business. A volunteer 
organization to promote career-ori-
ented women. Lunch cost: Members 
$24.50, nonmembers $28. RSVP by 
Feb. 21.
Web: womensinfonetwork.com. 

School worker admits stealing lunch money
ed	theft	continued	for	two	and	a	
half	years.	
	 Drummond	was	later	arrested	
in	May	2019	for	12	felony	counts	
of	 embezzlement,	 grand	 theft	
and	misappropriation	 of	 public	
funds.	She	was	 later	 released	on	
a	$20,000	bond	and	pleaded	not	
guilty	 to	 the	 charges	Aug.	 16.	
Drummond,	though,	changed	her	
plea	earlier	this	week.	
	 Following	the	reported	theft,	
MUSD	 changed	 its	 cash	man-
agement	 procedures	 for	 collect-
ing	 and	 counting	money	 at	 the	
district	level	and	at	school	sites.	
Superintendent	Kelli	Hays	 told	
the Acorn in May that MUSD 
was	able	to	recover	the	lost	funds	
through	its	insurance	and	through	
its	 partnership	with	 the	Ventura	
County	Joint	Powers	Authority.
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We are the only Authorized Hunter Douglas Gallery Dealer in the Conejo

Free Measure & Consultation
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31133 Via Colinas #101 Westlake Village 91362
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Duettes®

Vignettes®

Pirouettes®

Luminettes®

Silhouettes®

Roller Shades

10% to 30% off*
Power and Child Safety

(818) 707-8500

Visit Our Local Showroom

* Coupon Expires 3-31-20

20% off*
* Coupon Expires 3-31-20

Shutters
made in the USA

Greenguard

Lifetime Guarantee
Up to 20% off selected fabrics*

Draperies
Pillows

Valances
Bedding

Roman Shades
Upholstery

* Coupon Expires 3-31-20

10% off labor
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 2520 Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

805-497-3222  | thesofaguy.com
29ATMSC04K

CUSTOM COMFORT

Locally Made 
& Owned

FAMILY 
Children, teens can get free meals all summer long
 Moorpark Unified qualifies for federal program at Flory Academy

‘We will be offering 
both meals, breakfast 

and lunch, during 
the summertime to 
anyone who is 18 

or under or anyone 
considered special 

needs.’ 
— Orlando Orozco

MUSD’s director of child nutrition

Sign-up for St. Patrick’s Day Parade
 Elks Club event
takes place in
downtown Ventura
 Parade entries are being 
accepted for the Ventura Elks 
Club’s 32nd annual Ventura 
County St. Patrick’s Day Parade, 
which takes place at 10 a.m. Sat., 
March 14, along Main Street in 

downtown Ventura. 
 The parade theme is “Music 
Makes the World Go ’Round.” 
 The parade draws thousands 
of children and adults who line 
the route along Main Street, 
starting near Mission San Bue-

naventura.
 To be part of the parade, pro-

spective entrants can go to the 
parade website and follow the 

online steps to submit their forms 
and pay via PayPal. 
 Entry deadline is Thurs., 
March 5. Only the first 100 entries 
will be accepted.
 Leading the parade as the 
grand marshal will be Nan Drake, 
longtime co-chair of the parade 
committee. Drake is governmental 
affairs and public relations director 
for E.J. Harrison and Sons, which 
has sponsored the parade from the 
start. 
 Drake is a former Ventura City 
Council member and a former 
chair of the Los Angeles Regional 
Water Quality Control Board. She 
is also the chair of the Economic 
Development Collaborative.
 For the past 12 years, she 
has been named among the Top 
50 Women in Business in the 
Tri-Counties, an honor presented 
by Pacific Coast Business Times.
 For more information on the 
parade and to enter, go online to 
venturastpatricksdayparade.com. 

HAVE A BITE—For the first time, the Moorpark Unified School District 
qualified for the Seamless Summer Option, a federal meal program that 
encourages schools in low-income areas to continue serving meals 
during vacations. 

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 It will soon be “seamless” for 
Moorpark Unified School District 
students to get free and nutritious 
meals during summer break.
 For the first time, the dis-

trict qualified for the Seamless 
Summer Option, a federal meal 
program that encourages schools 
in low-income areas to continue 
serving meals during vacations. 
 Sponsored by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Agriculture (USDA), the 
program reduces administrative 
burdens and makes it easier for 
districts to serve meals to stu-

dents of all ages. Families are not 
required to register and districts 
do not have to sort through pa-

perwork before feeding children 
in low-income areas.
 Districts become eligible for 
the program if they already par-
ticipate in the National School 
Lunch Program or School Break-

fast Program and demonstrate 
that they have the administrative 
capability and financial viability 
to properly operate during school 

vacation periods. Schools must 
also be located in areas where at 
least 50% of children are eligible 
for free or reduced-price meals.
 In MUSD, Flory Academy of 
Sciences and Technology quali-
fied for the program. According to 
data from the California Depart-
ment of Education, 51.4% of its 
students are socioeconomically 

disadvantaged, which means they 
qualify for free or reduced-price 
breakfast and lunch.
 “The reason why we qualified 
at Flory Elementary is due to the 
USDA income guidelines—and 
throughout the community, it 
shows that that is the hub of our 
lower-income (families),” said 
Orlando Orozco, MUSD’s direc-

tor of child nutrition, at a Feb. 11 
board meeting.
 The district’s eligibility for 
the Summer Food Service Pro-

gram (SFSP) was also due, in 
part, to Orozco’s management 
of the child nutrition department 
and his desire to apply for the 

federal program.
 “I do see the importance of 
nutritious meals throughout the 
school year, and also during the 
summer when some of these stu-

dents might not have a nutritious 
meal,” he said. “I did see the need 
in the community to offer some-

thing like this, because at times I 
got asked questions about what 
meal options (were available) 
during the summer.”
 Through the SFSP, MUSD 
will offer free breakfast and lunch 
Monday to Friday from June 15 
to Aug. 5. 
 “We will be offering both 
meals, breakfast and lunch, during 
the summertime to anyone who is 
18 or under or anyone considered 
special needs,” Orozco said.
 The meals will be provided at 
no cost to students and the district 

will be reimbursed for the meals 
by the state and federal govern-

ments. MUSD plans to start by 
offering 400 meals per day, but 
may increase or lower their offer-

ings depending on the demand. 
 “This will start the first Mon-

day after school ends, so it will 
be seamless with regular food and 
breakfast programs that (students) 
get during the year,” MUSD 
Board of Education President 
Nathan Sweet said.



By Hector Gonzalez
hector@theacorn.com

 With thousands of used cars 
available to give away, officials 
at the state Bureau of Automo-
tive Repair are trying to get the 
word out about the agency’s new 
Cars for Schools program.
 Launched in January, the 
new program provides free 
used cars to high schools, com-
munity colleges and regional 
occupational centers for their 
auto-repair programs. 
 So far there have been few 
takers, but state officials are 
working to spread the word 
about the program, said Matt 
Woodcheke, spokesperson for 
the state Department of Con-
sumer Affairs, which includes 
the Bureau of  Automotive 
Repair.

 “We’ve reached out to the 
California Automotive Teachers 
association and asked them to 
circulate flyers on our behalf,” 
he said. “We’re also laying some 
groundwork with the state boards 
of education.”
 All educators have to do 
to get a free car is contact the 
program and request a vehicle, 
Woodcheke said. 
 “The school does have to 
provide a tow,” he said.
 To make towing easier, bu-
reau officials will coordinate 
with tow companies and auto 
dismantlers near schools that re-

vide me incredible joy and laugh-
able moments each day,” she said. 
“There is simply nothing more 
invigorating and humbling than 
to connect with the students.”

 She also appreciates being 
able to work collaboratively with 
Arroyo West’s teachers to help 
them find and develop lesson 
plans and meet students’ individ-
ual needs. Furthermore, Weis has 
enjoyed working alongside the 
school’s support staff and PTA.
 “Every day I marvel working 
with the professionals on the staff 
who are passionate about and 
committed to our students,” she 
said. “Another new experience 
for me is working so closely with 
the PTA. I have enjoyed getting 
to know them and see they are an 
amazing group of parents that have 
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Send photos to: readers@theacorn.com  

Or: Beyond the Acorn, 30423 Canwood St., Suite 108  

Agoura Hills, CA 91301 
   

 Include your name, city and photo description

Send us your favorite photos of mom—and share 
what makes her special—for a chance to be included 

in the next issue of Beyond the Acorn magazine. 
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THANK YOU, MOM!
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Newspapers
DEADLINE: MARCH 9 

SCHOOL DAYS
Longtime educator leaves retirement to lead Arroyo West

State revs up free car program

 Diane Weis named interim principal of elementary school

 Vehicles available for auto-repair classes

‘I must admit that 
I look forward to 
every day as I am 

learning so much in 
this position.’ 

— Diane Weis

Auto repair 
educators can 

request specific 
vehicle makes and 

models, model years, 
or other features

Acorn file photo

STEPPING IN—Diane Weis is the 
interim principal at the Arroyo 
West Active Learning Academy. 
She returns to Moorpark Unified 
School District after two years of 
retirement. 

AUTO SHOP—The state Bureau of Automotive Repair wants school 
districts to know about its new Cars for Schools program, which helps 
find free used cars for auto-repair programs at high schools, community 
colleges and regional occupational centers.

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 Arroyo West Active Learning 
Academy holds a special place 
in Diane Weis’ heart. Not only 
did her own children attend the 
elementary school, but it was also 
one of the first campuses Weis 
taught at when she joined the 
Moorpark Unified School District 
more than 20 years ago.
 Last month, after two years 
of retirement, Weis returned 
to AWALA again to act as the 
school’s interim principal for the 
remainder of the 2019-20 school 
year. She took over the posi-
tion from Principal Christopher 
Fennell, who moved to the High 
School at Moorpark College.
 “Since my retirement, I have 
missed the energy and excite-
ment that comes with working in 
education,” Weis said. “I loved 
teaming up with other educators 
to make a difference in the lives 
of our students.”
 The role is a new one for 
Weis, who spent a majority of 
her four-decade career in special 

education as a teacher, curriculum 
specialist and program director. 
 “I was very excited to be asked 
to be back on a school campus. I 
have not had the opportunity to 
spend all my time on one campus 
since I was a teacher,” she said.
 After earning her bachelor’s 
degree in liberal arts and master’s 

degree in special education at 
California Lutheran University, 
Weis began her career as a teacher 
in the Fillmore Unified School 
District. She later worked as a 
special education coordinator 
in FUSD before working as a 
specialist at the Ventura County 
Office of Education.
 In the mid-1990s, Weis joined 
MUSD as a special education 
teacher when she moved to the 
city in order to put her own chil-
dren into Moorpark’s schools. 
She then worked as the district’s 
special education specialist for 
six years before being named 
MUSD’s director of special edu-
cation in 2011. She retired from 
that role in July 2018.
 Weis said she was “thrilled” 
to be asked back to the district 
as an administrator. The interim 
position gives her the ability to 
spend more time in the classroom 
working directly with students, 
which she missed during her 
retirement and as the director of 
special education.
 “Novel for me is working with 
the students themselves, who pro-

an unending amount of energy in 
providing support to our school.”
 During her short time as 
principal, Weis said she has 
learned the value of effective 
management techniques, ex-
traordinary patience and strong 
problem-solving skills. 
 “I must admit that I look 
forward to every day as I am 
learning so much in this position,” 
she said. “I am amazed at how 
self-sufficient the (Arroyo West) 
staff is, so I see my role as being 
a support to them.”
 As the elementary school 
prepares for major milestones 
such as state testing, College and 
Career Week and fifth-grade grad-
uation, Weis is looking forward 
to guiding the students through 
their final months of school and 
learning more about her new 
leadership role. 
 “Taking on the role as a prin-
cipal has been a wonderful learn-
ing experience and given me a 
perspective of being involved 
with just one school site,” Weis 
said. “I have always had great 
respect for the principals in our 
district, but that has reached a 
whole new level.”

quest cars through the program, 
he said.
 Auto repair educators can re-
quest specific vehicle makes and 
models, model years, ranges of 
model years or other vehicle-spe-
cific features, the bureau said in 
a news release.
 Russell Martin, who teaches 
automotive repair at Simi Val-
ley High School, hadn’t heard 
about Cars for Schools but said 
it sounded like a good idea.
 Launched in 2017 as a re-
gional occupational program, the 
auto shop class is open to high 
school students in Simi Valley, 
Moorpark and Oak Park unified 
school districts.

 Clunker cars in the program 
come from the bureau’s consum-
er assistance program, which 
provides eligible car owners 
with up to $1,500 in incentives 
if they send their vehicles to a 
bureau-approved dismantler.
 Last year, more than 50,000 
vehicles were retired through the 
program, Woodcheke said.
 This year, the bureau plans to 
give away up to 350 cars, but as 
of January officials had received 
just six requests for clunkers, 
he said.
 “It’s a great program for 
schools that offer students hands-
on training in car repair,” he said.
 For more information on the 
Cars for Schools program, call 
(916) 403-8759.

We prohibit discrimination, harassment, intimidation and bullying based on the actual or perceived characteristics of disability, 

gender, gender identity, gender expression, nationality, national origin, ancestry, race or ethnicity, color, religion, sex, sexual 

orientation, immigration status, potential or actual parental, family or marital status, age, or association with an individual who 

has any of the aforementioned characteristics, or any other basis protected by federal, state or local law.
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Locations: 

Simi Valley • Camarillo • Oxnard

Personalized Learning • Flexible Schedules

One-on-One Teaching • For Students Ages 14-19

FREE Tutoring • Accelerated Progress Available

877-360-5327 • Learn4Life.org

100% FREE!

Schedule a 

Tour Today!

HIGH SCHOOL AT YOUR PACE
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Sat. February 22th – 3:30-5:00 pm

123 Park Ln, Moorpark, CA
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Old Time Gospel Music Concert

Faith Lutheran Church

Old Time Country Bluegrass 

Gospel Music Assoc.

*Bring a covered dish and join us for a Pot Luck 
Dinner inside the hall at 5:00 pm

More info call 805-405-3863

Present

Free INdoor CONCERT

and

The Old Country Grass Band

Sassafras Creek Band

Kenny Luper

Featuring Local Musicians

16M53B

Acorn
MOORPARK

www.theacornonline.com

FAITH
Prophets channel divine medicine

Roots of 
Faith

Sally Carpenter

 In the second article in our 
series on healing, we look at Bible 
stories that show how mind and 
spirit are integrated, that healing 
must come to both.
 In Numbers 21:4-9, the Israel-
ites were wandering in the desert 
and they grew impatient. God sent 
seraph serpents as punishment, 
and many died from the bites. 
Seraph is a type of snake; the 
name means “fiery,” possibly a 
reference to its poison. 
 The people repented, and 
Moses prayed for them. God told 
him to mount a bronze serpent 
on a pole. Whoever looked at the 
image would recover. The people 
regained not only their health, but 
also an appreciation for God’s 
care. The Israelites received a 
“heart” transplant, a new attitude. 
 The symbol of the American 
Medical Association and the 
World Health Organization is a 
serpent wrapped around a staff. 
This is the Rod of Asclepius, 
the son of Apollo, who was the 
Roman god of light, truth and 
healing. The God of the Isra-
elites likewise has these same 
attributes. 
 Christians carry the allego-
ry a step further. Jesus says of 
himself, “Just as Moses lifted up 
the serpent in the wilderness, so 
must the Son of Man be lifted up, 
so that everyone who believes in 
him may have eternal life “ (John 
3:14-15 NABRE). “Lifted up” is 
Christ raised on the cross, so that 
though him our souls are healed.
 In 1 Kings chapter 17, the 
land was in a drought. During 

this time of want, God told the 
prophet Elijah that a widow in 
Sidon, a pagan kingdom that 
worshiped the god Baal, would 
feed him. When Elijah asked her 
for food, the widow said she only 
had enough flour and oil to make 
a little cake, which she and her 
son would eat and then die.
 Elijah told her to make the 
bread anyway, because her sup-
plies will not give out until the 
rains come. The widow did so, 
and her food stock was replen-
ished. Healing comes about 
through faith and obedience.
 However, sometime later the 
son fell sick and stopped breath-
ing. The widow yelled at Elijah, 
“Why have you done this to me, 
man of God? Have you come to 
me to call attention to my guilt 
and to kill my son?” (verse 18). 
She believed that because of the 
prophet’s presence, God had no-
ticed her sin and was chastising 
her. The widow’s gratitude turned 
into hate. Finding fault is often 
easier than counting our blessings.

 Elijah placed the son on a bed, 
and stretched himself over the 
boy three times. He prayed, and 
soon the “life breath returned to 
the child’s body and he lived” 
(verse 22). Now the woman 
praised God and affirmed Elijah 
as a true prophet.
 When we or a loved one is 
sick, it’s tempting to lash out and 
blame God for our troubles. Why 
do birth defects happen? How can 
a healthy person develop cancer? 
Why did one passenger survive 
a car accident but another did 
not? We are really not seeking 
answers, but justice and fairness. 
 Even if the body doesn’t get 
better, turning to God can help 
to heal our spirit, to find grace, 
strength and comfort in the 
midst of pain. 
 The next column will look at 
a sick man who gets angry at his 
doctor.  
 Sally Carpenter, M.Div., is a 
member of Holy Cross Catholic 
Church in Moorpark. Reach her 
at sallyc@theacorn.com.

Parish offers biblical adult education classes

Jewish center hosts family fun ranch day

 The University Series is a 
collection of Lenten seminars that 
are said to connect faith with real 
life. Over 90 classes are held in 14 
parishes from Encino to Ventura, 
including most Catholic parishes 
in Ventura County.
 St. Rose of Lima Parish will 
host six seminars. 
 The 90-minutes classes meet 
for one night only as enrichment 
and education for adults. No pre-
requisites are required to attend. 
The courses have no tests or grades 
and generally include PowerPoint 
presentations.
 Topics cover the Bible, church 
history, evangelism, youth, spiri-
tuality and prayer, and the church 
in the modern world. Some classes 

are given in Spanish. Concerts are 
also offered.
 The programs are open to 
the public, including non-church 
members.
 The following seminars will 
run from 7:30 to 9 p.m. at St. Rose 
of Lima Church, 1305 Royal Ave, 
Simi Valley. 
 The cost is $8 per class, which 
includes one guest pass (two-for-
one admission). Parking is free.
 •March 2: “Myths about 
the Catholic Church: Pope Fic-
tion-Part I” with the Rev. Joe Shea.
 •March 9: “Swipe Left-Swipe 
Right: Why is it so hard to find 
Mr./Mrs. Right?” with Donna 
D’Errico and Bill Moran.
 •March 17: “Personajes de la 

Pasión (Semana Santa): un viaje 
espiritual con las personas de la 
passion.” Padre Goya Hidalgo.
 •March 23: “Redes sociales: 
la influencia en nuestra socie-
dad, nuestros hijos y la evangeli-
zación.” Padre Goya Hidalgo.
 •March 30: “Myths about 
the Catholic Church: Pope Fic-
tion-Part II” with the Rev. Joe 
Shea. Come even if you missed 
Part I.
 •March 31: “Social Media: 
The Influence in Our Society, Our 
Kids and Evangelization,” with the 
Rev. Goyo Hidalgo.
 For more information and a 
complete listing of University 
Series offerings, go to the website 
theiniversityseries.org.

 Gan Izzy Ranch Camp and the 
Moorpark Jewish Center invites 
the community to a camp open 
house and family fun ranch day 
from 1 to 4 p.m. Sun., Feb. 23 at 
the campus, 6061 Gabbert Road, 
Moorpark.
 The free event will have a 
comedy juggling show, stations 
to learn how to juggle, a petting 
zoo, pony and horse rides, Moon 

Bounce and archery.
 The camp is on a 5.5-acre 
ranch in Moorpark and serves 
the Conejo Valley and Ventura 
County.
 The six-week ultimate camp 
experience for children ages 5 to 
13 combines nature, Judaism and 
programs. 
 On-site activities include 
horse-back riding, horse groom-

ing, petting zoo, swimming, 
gardening and sports. 
 The camp also offers trips, 
entertainment,  ar t ,  karate, 
woodworking,  gymnastics, 
cooking, mad science, hiking, 
theme days, challah baking and 
specialty shows.
 For more information and to 
reserve space at the open house, 
go to GIRanchCamp.com.



Moorpark Acorn February 21, 2020 Page 13

Join our 2020 Women’s Tours

Let Mary Barnett, a specialist 
in customizing fun-filled 

special interest group tours,  
help plan your organization’s 

next travel experience.

800.421.5643 ext. 1518 • email: maryb@sitatours.com • www.sitatours.com
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Enchanting Morocco	 April 17-29, 2020 

(2019 sold out)	 from $3,050

Kenya in Masai Footsteps June 22-29, 2020 
+ Madagascar	(2019 sold out)	 from $3,475 (5 spots left)

Fabulous Asia Adventure: September 11 - 21   
Singapore, Malaysia, Bali from $4,500 
+ Komodo Dragons

Colors of India + Diwali Festival November 9 - 16

Chile + Patagonia - Easter Island November 12 - 18	 	

	 from $3,810

Golden Burma (Myanmar)  December 2 - 10 
+  Laos Pre tour  from $2,650

Ancient Egypt (2019 Sold Out) December date TBA

Are you a cancer survivor?

Have you helped a family member 

or friend deal with cancer?

Tell Your Story.

High School 
Essay Contest

Scholarships 
Awarded in 2 categories:

Personal and Family & Friends

1st Place: $1000
(One in each category)

2nd Place: $500
(Two in each category)

3rd Place: $250
(Three in each category)

Submissions due February 29, 2020

Contest Details & Forms
www.cancersupportvvsb.org

Info: 805.379.4777
08AT16K

HEALTH
COMMENTARY  /// Aye eye, doc

Implants for vision are the clear winner

No coronavirus cases in Ventura County
 Two individuals were tested

By Dr. Rajesh Khanna
Special to the Acorn

 Presbyopia implant in eye, 
aka PIE, has led to a revolution 
in vision restoration. The pro-
cedure has eclipsed Lasik as the 
No. 1 choice to improve vision 
in people over 50. 
 Like a good tailor, a good 
surgeon knows that one size 
does not fit all. This holds true 
even with PIE. There are four 
classes of FDA-approved PIE: 
accommodative, extended depth 
of field, trifocal and multifocal.
 Accommodative: This class 
of PIE was the first to be ap-
proved by the FDA in 2005. It 
heralded the advent of PIE. 
 Crystalens was the first out 
of the stable. It had various 
modifications till it evolved into 
Crystalens HD. Today we have 
Crystalens AO and Trulign. 
They are made of silicone. 
 Crystalens AO has aspheric 
optics whereas Trulign has 
aspheric optics and built-in 
astigmatism correction. They 
work by assuming a curved 
shape in the eye, increasing the 
range of focus. 
 This shape and the unique de-
sign of the lens may also allow it 

to move forward and backward, 
mimicking the natural lens. 
 This lens has proved very 
useful in patients who have 
had previous eye surgery like 
Lasik vision correction, radial 
keratotomy and other corneal 
procedures.
 Extended depth of field: 
This is in a class of its own. 
It resembles multifocal PIE in 
appearance but functions on a 
different optic principle. It in-
creases the natural depth of field 
and provides a continuous field 
of vision, though the range is not 
as extreme as in multifocal. 
 Symfony and Symfony Toric 
are the two contenders here. As 
you may have guessed from the 
names, Symphony Toric can 
also correct astigmatism. Hence, 
it finds great use in eyes with 
astigmatism. 
 Both are used when Crystal-
ens may not be an option.
 Trifocal: This type of PIE 
has rings in the center. The 
unique heights of the rings of 
this lens allow the incoming 
light to be split into three foci: 
one for distance, the second for 
intermediate and third for near. 
 Optical engineers can mod-
ulate the height of the rings and 

distance between the rings to 
design varying focal lengths for 
each zone. 
 Currently we have Panoptix 
and astigmatism-correcting 
Panoptix Toric.
 Multifocal: These lenses 
arrived earlier than trifocal. 
They are truly bifocal but were 
labeled multifocal to distinguish 
them from bifocal glasses and 
contact lenses. 
 Their mechanism of action 
is totally different than bifocal 
glasses. In bifocal glasses, the 
top segment is for distance 
and lower for near. These are 
refractive lenses. This method 
was tried in the previous century 
but was not successful. 
 Multifocal PIEs are diffrac-
tive in construction and have 
a focal length for distance and 
one for near, with an overlap for 
middle. 
 They allow more light for far, 
leading to better distance vision. 
 Restor and Tecnis are the two 
lenses in this class.
 A surgeon who is a PIE 
expert needs to be proficient in 
all these types of presbyopia 
implants. 
 Matching the best PIE to the 
patient after understanding the 

goals of the patient is paramount 
to success. This can sometimes 
involve implanting a different 
class of PIE in each eye.
 Newsweek Showcase has 
selected Dr. Khanna as one of 

the top 15 laser vision correc-
tion specialists in the United 
States. For information, call 
(805) 230-2126, email lasik@
khannainstitute.com or visit 
www.KhannaVision.com.

 There are no confirmed cases 
of the novel coronavirus in Ven-
tura County. 
 There have been reports of 
two possible cases in Ventura 
County. Samples were taken 
from both patients and sent to 
the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention. Both results 
came back negative, meaning 
neither person was infected with 
the virus. 
 Initially, testing for the novel 
coronavirus was being done 
at the CDC laboratory. The 
Ventura County Public Health 
laboratory will conduct testing 
of any future possible cases of 
the novel coronavirus. 
 The Ventura County Public 
Health Department continues to 
take steps to prevent the spread 

of novel coronavirus. In Ventura 
County, as in counties across the 
U.S., the threat to the general 
public for contracting the coro-
navirus remains low. 
 “At this time, the chances 
that someone will encounter a 
person infected with this new 
coronavirus in Ventura County 
are very small. Public health 
monitoring is ongoing and 
thorough. We will inform the 
public if the situation changes,” 
said Dr. Robert Levin, Ventura 
County Public Health medical 
director.
 Coronaviruses are a large 
group of viruses that are com-
mon among animals and hu-
mans. In rare cases, animal 
coronaviruses can be transmit-
ted from animals to humans. 

 The novel coronavirus is a 
newly discovered coronavirus 
that has not been previously 
detected in animals or humans. 
The source of the novel corona-
virus is not yet known. 
 Typically, human coronavi-
ruses cause mild-to-moderate 
respiratory illness. Symptoms 
are very similar to the flu, 
including runny nose, head-
ache, cough, sore throat, fever 
and shortness of breath. Peo-
ple who have recently trav-
eled to China, and have be-
come ill with fever, cough or 
shortness of breath, should call 
Ventura County Public Health 
Communicable Diseases at  
(805) 981-5101. 
 For the most current infor-
mation regarding the novel 
coronavirus, visit cdc.gov/coro-
navirus/2019-ncov.
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License # WE-2348A

Contractor License # 906933/906934
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bobloftthetreetrimmer.com

                      A Family Owned Business For Over Three Decades!

INCOME TAX PREPARATION

ENROLLED AGENT
Admitted To Practice Before The IRS

Tough Tax Problems & Past Due Returns 
Collection Representation

Offers In Compromise & Payment Agreements 
Income Tax Preparation – All States 

Complete Year Round Services

Warning!  “Uncle Sam Wants YOU...To Sweat!”
IRS Agents Are On The Loose And Looking For 

Folks Who Haven’t Filed Their Taxes Yet
...Just Like You!

RUSS MERRICK, EA
482-1850

FAX: (805) 987-3009 • 340 Rosewood, Ste H, Camarillo, CA 93010
TaxEAgent@aol.com • http://www.RussMerrick.com
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Coby-Co Construction      Lic.#596848      SINCE 1990

BRICKFIX .COM

Smallest Repairs with Pride

Coby Mallam

• Concrete

• Brick

• Fireplaces

• Block

• Stucco

• Tile

805-492-8110
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BUSINESS
Cookie shop takes home top award 
 Moorpark Chamber names Julie’s as small business of year 

Courtesy of Julie Ludlow 

HOW SWEET IT IS—Matt and Julie Ludlow founded Julie’s Cookies, a 
made-to-order cookie delivery business, in April 2018. This year their 
company was named the Moorpark Chamber of Commerce’s Small 
Business of the Year. 

By Christina Cox
christina@theacorn.com

 For years, Julie and Matt 
Ludlow talked about starting a 
business together—but the couple 
could never decide what kind of 
company they wanted to open. 
That changed in early 2018 when 
the Ludlows went on vacation and 
saw a small cookie company that 
delivered to local residents.
 “My husband and I have 
always baked together,” Julie 
Ludlow said. “We saw the cookie 
company that delivered and de-
cided to open a cookie business 
in our home.”
 A few months later, in April 
2018, the Ludlows opened Ju-
lie’s Cookies in their Thousand 
Oaks home, with batches made 
fresh each time an order comes 
in. After a modest start, the small 
business quickly expanded into a 
household favorite with regular 
orders from local Realtors, and 
California Lutheran and Pepper-
dine universities.
 “We started out really deliver-
ing anywhere in this whole area 
that people would order from, but 
now it’s busy enough that I can’t 
do that,” the mother of four said.
 The company’s success is what 
inspired the Moorpark Chamber of 
Commerce to name Julie’s Cook-
ies the Small Business of the Year. 
 “It meant a lot. We were sur-
prised by it and honored by it,” 
Ludlow said. “The Moorpark 

Chamber has been amazingly sup-
portive and helpful to us as far as 
supporting us as a small business.”
 Ludlow said the Chamber’s 
members also helped her and Matt 
navigate the corporate world as 
small business owners.
 “There are so many business 
owners that have given us good 
advice,” she said. “Since I was 
a stay-at-home mom before this, 
I learned a lot about running a 
business and making money and 
saving money and marketing.”
 Ludlow also learned that she 
and Matt tapped into a niche in the 
market, as the Conejo Valley does 

not have many stand-alone cookie 
shops or bakery delivery services. 
 “That’s why we opened in the 
first place. We didn’t know if we 
had Grubhub or other delivery 
services in the area. We opened 
before that became so popular,” 
she said.
 Julie’s Cookies will provide 
free delivery to any resident in 
Thousand Oaks Monday through 
Sunday. There is a small fee to 
deliver to cities outside of the area 
such as Simi Valley and Camarillo.
 Some days are busier than 
others and a big rush tends to 
happen around the holidays in 
November and December. The 
customer favorite is Julie’s Cook-
ies classic chocolate chip, which 
can be ordered in mini, medium 
or large sizes. 
 “It goes in spurts where some 
people will order a dozen medium 
cookies and then we’ll sell a bunch 
of those, and then I’ll get 20 orders 
for boxes of bite-sized cookies,” 
Ludlow said.
 The company also offers other 
classic flavors like sugar, oatmeal 
chocolate chip and raisin. Each 
recipe is based on ones the Ludlows 
have used for years but slightly 
tweaked to make the cookies a con-
sistent size, thickness and shape.
 “I couldn’t say these were 
Julie’s Cookies if I got them from 
somewhere else,” Ludlow said.
 The business, though, can be 
demanding at times as there is 
no set schedule for baking each 
day. As soon as the Ludlows 
get an order, they start cooking, 
which means it can be difficult 
to travel.
 “The way our business model 
is set up, it ends up being busy 
unexpectedly quite a bit,” Ludlow 
said. “Our youngest just left home, 
but it was hard with everyone 
home and making cookies when 
people order them. . . We make 
sure to spend time together when 
it’s quiet.”
 But the job also has its perks, 
as it allows the Ludlows to con-
nect with the community and be 
with people during some of their 
happiest days including birthdays 
and bridal showers.
 “The best part of our business 
is our people and getting out in the 
community and getting to know 
people in the area,” Ludlow said. 
“That’s been our favorite part.”
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800.745.3000 
ticketmaster.com 

FRI FEB 28 8PM

Award-winning filmmaker and photographer 

Andy Mann will share stories and images of  

his travels.

ANDY MANN:
FROM SUMMIT TO SEA

PHOTO: KEITH LADZINSKI

PHOTO: ANDY MANN
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ON THE TOWN

Calendar
The Acorn’s guide to what’s going on

PLAY REVIEW  /// ‘Murdered to Death’

Skyway Playhouse’s whodunit farce never quite takes off

Courtesy of Pamela Newman

PLOT THICKENS—Colonel Charles Craddock (Colin Fluxman) and wife 
Margaret Craddock (Leslie Upson, far right) join Mildred Bagshot (Lois 
Lorback, far left) and her niece Dorothy Foxton (Samantha Netzen 
Bingham, seated) for the weekend.             

By Cary Ginell
originjazz@aol.com

 Given the massive popularity 
of murder mysteries, it was inev-
itable the genre would become a 
target for satirical skewering.
 Peter Sellers’ bungling Inspec-
tor Clouseau is the face of these 
spoofs, thanks to his appearances 
in the “Pink Panther” movies.
 English playwright Peter 
Gordon created his own pseu-
do-sleuth, Inspector Pratt, and 
featured him in three comic plays 
that poke fun at the formulaic 
characters in novelist Agatha 
Christie’s whodunits.
 The first and most popular 
play in Gordon’s trilogy, 1993’s 
“Murdered to Death,” is being 
presented through March 8 at 
Camarillo Skyway Playhouse.
 The format of “Murdered to 
Death” will be familiar even to 
those who only have had casual 
contact with the genre. A group 
of socialites is invited to stay at 
the manor of a wealthy dowager 
only to have one of their party 
mysteriously murdered. Everyone 
seems to have a motive and it is 
up to the bumbling Pratt to deduce 
who the likely suspects are. 
 For this kind of a play to be ef-

fective, actors have to be carefully 
chosen and director Kyle Johnson 
has populated his cast with per-
formers who know how to play up 
the satire without letting things get 
completely out of hand. 
 As the accident-prone inspec-
tor, John Webber executes every 
“Pratt-fall” naturally and hilar-
iously, in addition to mastering 
the art of the malaprop, as he 
mangles the names of everyone 
in the room.

 Webber doesn’t come on the 
scene until after the first murder 
is committed, and the play tends 
to drag as Gordon laboriously 
introduces us to each character 
and their respective situations. 
 Fortunately, we have several 
seasoned scene-stealers on hand 
to help us get through the more 
tedious set-up period of the first 
act, notably Allan Noel as the 
quintessentially stuffy butler, 
Bunting. Noel’s deliberate pace in 

carrying out the butler’s duties is 
brilliant and he snorts his respons-
es to his benefactor, manor owner 
Mildred Bagshot (Lois Lorback), 
with snooty derision.
 Samantha Netzen Bingham 
plays Dorothy Foxton, Mildred’s 
needy niece and likely heir to her 
fortune. Colin Fluxman is ex-
cellent as the tweedy, blustering 
Colonel Craddock, the epitome 
of the textbook stiff-upper-lipped 
Brit, while Leslie Upson plays 
his long-suffering, acerbic wife 
Margaret.
 Josh Rubinstein (Patrick Mc-
Grath’s understudy) does a won-
derful job as French painter/forg-
er Pierre Marceau, and we really 
have to compliment everyone 
in the cast for maintaining their 
respective accents throughout the 
proceedings. 
 Erin Heulitt plays the moth-
erly spinster, Miss Maple (obvi-
ously patterned after Christie’s 
ubiquitous Miss Marple), an 
amateur sleuth who always seems 
to be around when a crime is 
committed.
 Rounding out the cast are 
Ghislaine Dwarka as society 
dame Elizabeth Hartley-Trump-
ington and Caleb Bailey as Pratt’s 
reluctant adjutant, Constable 

Thomkins (who Pratt keeps call-
ing “Thompson.”)
 Although the play has its 
moments of hilarity, these are 
too few and far between. True 
farce begins normally and then 
slowly unravels until, by the end 
of a play, the pace often picks up 
momentum and chaos reigns, as 
carefully set-up characters behave 
in predictable fashion.
 “Murdered to Death” puts its 
foot on the accelerator and hums 
along at the speed limit for most 
of the play, so we never really get 
that sense of full-blown anarchy 
that we are waiting for.   
 The audience was apprecia-
tive, but what is missing are long 
outbursts of gasping laughter, 
even while Webber was piling on 
the malaprops in Inspector Pratt’s 
incessantly confused prattling. 
 The elegant look of the set 
is credited to Sheryl Jo Bedal 
and propmaster Ben Blonigan, 
highlighted by two paintings 
central to the story, created by the 
inordinately talented Jeff Raum. 
 “Murdered to Death” runs 
through March 8 at Camarillo 
Skyway Playhouse, 330 Skyway 
Drive, Camarillo. For tickets, 
call (805) 388-5716 or visit the 
website at skywayplayhouse.org.

FRI., FEB. 21

‘Backstage 
With the Beatles’

Before hosting “The Newlywed Game,” 
Bob Eubanks was a concert promoter 
who booked the Beatles to play three 
Los Angeles shows. He’ll dish about 
those gigs—including the night the 
Fab Four almost got trapped at Dodg-
er Stadium—in between live sets by 
a Beatles tribute band. 7:30 p.m. Feb. 
21, Scherr Forum, 2100 E. Thousand 
Oaks Blvd., Thousand Oaks. $64 to 
$104. (805) 449-2787; bapacthousan-
doaks.com.

‘Peter Pan’
In this high-flying classic musical, the 
boy who wouldn’t grow up comes 
face-to-face with a ticking crocodile, 
bungling pirates and the villainous 
Captain Hook. Fridays to Sundays 
through Feb. 23, High Street Arts 
Center, Moorpark. (805) 529-8700; 
highstreetartscenter.com.

SAT., FEB. 22

Duo Smirnov
The husband-and-wife team of An-
gelika and Anton Smirnov will share 
a piano as they perform an array of 
works arranged for four hands. They 
like to mix classical and jazz pieces, 
toss in popular hits by Linkin Park 
and Black Eyed Peas and add their 
own comedy twist to keep things fun. 
3 p.m. Feb. 22, Hillcrest Center for the 
Arts, Thousand Oaks. $15 to $20. (805) 
381-2747; hillcrestarts.com.

For The Troops Gala
The Simi-based nonprofit, which sends 
care packages to U.S. troops overseas, 
honors Vietnam-era veterans at its 
annual fundraiser. 5 p.m. Feb. 22, Rea-
gan Library, 40 Presidential Drive, Simi 
Valley. $125. forthetroops.org.

Conejo Poker Challenge
St. Paschal Baylon Men’s Club presents 
its 15th annual Conejo Poker Challenge 

and Casino Night fundraiser. 7 p.m. 
Feb. 22, 155 E. Janss Road, Thousand 
Oaks. Casino Night admission is $10 in 
advance, $20 at the door. Cost to enter 
the 21-and-over Texas Hold ’em tour-
ney is $10, with add-ons and re-buys 
available. Info: (805) 410-2887.

Ali Wong
The comedian’s wickedly funny obser-
vations about being pregnant turned 
her Netflix specials “Baby Cobra” and 
“Hard Knock Wife” into monster hits. 
Now the co-star of ABC’s “American 
Housewife” is ready to chat about 
life as a working mom with two kids. 
7 and 10 p.m. Feb. 22, Kavli Theatre, 
2100 E. Thousand Oaks Blvd., Thou-
sand Oaks. $249.50 to $49.50. (805) 
449-2787; bapacthousandoaks.com. 

Genesis Family Album
Tribute band veteran Howard Pat-

tow’s latest group plays the music of 
Genesis, Peter Gabriel, Phil Collins and 
Mike + the Mechanics. 8 p.m. Feb. 22, 
The Arena, 999 Enchanted Way, Simi 
Valley. (805) 915-1528; arenasimi.com

SUN., FEB. 23

Amici Musicae Concert 
The classical quartet performs works 
by Haydn and Brahms in this Westlake 
Village Music Society concert. 3 p.m. 
Feb. 23, United Methodist Church 
Westlake Village, 1049 S. Westlake 
Village Blvd., Westlake Village. $10 
general with discounts. (805) 497-
7884; umcwv.org.

MON., FEB. 24

‘Of Ebony Embers’
The Core Ensemble celebrates the 
lives of African American poets 
Langston Hughes, Countee Cullen 
and Claude McKay. Dracyn Blount 
portrays multiple characters while 
interacting with the cello, piano and 
percussion trio. The score features 
tunes made famous by Duke Elling-
ton, Jelly Roll Morton and Thelonious 
Monk. 7 p.m. Feb. 24, Samuelson 

Chapel, Cal Lutheran University, 165 
Chapel Lane, Thousand Oaks. Free. 
reaves@callutheran.edu.

THURS., FEB. 27

Freebo
The former bassist for Bonnie Raitt 
performs songs from his latest folk/
rock/blues album, “If Not Now When,” 
which features a mix of new tracks (“A 
God of My Own Choosing,” “Call Me 
Freedom”) and re-recorded Freebo 
classics (“She Loves My Dog More 
Than Me”). 7 p.m. Feb. 27, Bogie’s, 
32001 Agoura Road, Westlake Village. 

$15. (818) 889-2394; bogies-bar.com.

FRI., FEB. 28

Gary Sinise
The Calabasas-based actor, known 
for his roles in “Forrest Gump,” “Apollo 
13” and “Truman,” discusses his life 
and career as part of Cal Lutheran 
University’s “Conversations With . . .” 
series. CLU teacher Markus Flanagan 
moderates the talk and the Q-and-A 
session that follows. 7 p.m. Feb. 28, 
CLU’s Preus-Brandt Forum, 135 Chapel 
Lane, Thousand Oaks. Free. (805) 
493-3452.
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CENTER COURT—Omamoke Okah is a 6-foot-3 freshman center for 
the Oaks Christian High girls’ basketball team. She lives in Moorpark.

Rookie of the year
GIRLS’ BASKETBALL /// Oaks Christian Lions

 There’s no ceiling 
for Omamoke Okah, 
a freshman star who 
lives in Moorpark

PRESENCE—Oaks Christian’s Omamoke Okah, a Moorpark resident, 
glides in for a layup during practice earlier this week.

     Omamoke Okah, 14, is a 
standout freshman center 
for Oaks Christian High’s girls’ 
basketball team. Okah carries 
a 3.7 GPA and has emerged 
as a talented defensive force 
for the Lions, averaging 14.6 
points and 15.7 rebounds 
per game for the Marmonte 
League champions.

Favorites
• Team: Las Vegas Aces (WNBA)
• Athlete: Liz Cambage 
of the Las Vegas Aces
• Movie:  “Coraline”
• TV show: “Riverdale”
• Music genre: Hip-hop
• Food: Hamburgers
• Dream destination: Bahamas

IN A NUTSHELL

By Fred Eisenhammer
Special to the Acorn

 Omamoke Okah often plays 
one-on-one basketball against her 
older brother, Zino, at a court near 
their home. 
 “Most of the time he beats 
me,” Okah said with a shrug and 
a smile, “and I just give up.”
 Setbacks are rare for the ir-
repressible Okah, a 6-foot-3 re-
bounding, shot-blocking dynamo 
for the Oaks Christian High girls’ 
basketball team. 
 Okah, who lives in Moorpark, 
might struggle against Zino, a 
6-foot-4 junior for the Lions 
boys’ squad, but she wins most 
battles while donning her Oaks 
Christian uniform. She plugs the 
middle against slashing guards 
and bouncy forwards, clogging 
the paint like Friday afternoon 
rush hour traffic.
 She’s just getting started—
Okah is a 14-year-old freshman. 
 Her future is so bright that it’s 
difficult to project her ceiling.
 “As long as she keeps learning 
and works hard, she doesn’t have 
a ceiling,” Oaks Christian head 
coach Taylor Wild said.
 Joining forces with New 
Mexico State-bound Taylor 
Donaldson, the athletic Okah 
helped Oaks Christian finish 
8-0 in an improved Marmonte 
League against Westlake (21 
overall wins), Thousand Oaks 
(18 wins) Calabasas (15 wins) 
and Newbury Park (five wins).
 Oaks Christian (20-5 overall) 
opened the CIF-Southern Section 
Division 2A playoffs with a bye 
before thrashing Mojave River 
League champion Oak Hills 
61-30 in the second round on 
Feb. 15 at home. Donaldson 

scored 30 points while Okah reg-
istered 19 points, 18 rebounds and 
three blocked shots in the win.
 The Marmonte champion Li-
ons lost to Bishop Amat 47-45 in 
the quarterfinals on Wednesday. 
Okah had six points and 17 re-
bounds to cap her freshman year.
 Allowing a paltry 30 points to 
Oak Hills was no accident. Oaks 
Christian plays furious defense, 
which is centered on Okah ruling 
the middle. 
 Okah bears down on shooters, 
stares at them and dares them to 

challenge her at the basket. 
 Foes shoot at their own peril. 
Okah alters countless shots when 
she’s not rejecting them. 
 The Lion entered this week 
averaging 14.6 points and 15.7 
rebounds a game.
 Wild credited the entire team 
for its defensive dominance, cit-
ing Donaldson and fellow guard 
Claire Nguyen with “pressing like 
crazy on the outside.”
 If opposing guards somehow 
manage to bring the ball up and 
penetrate into the paint, they’ll 
have to get past Okah.

 Okah takes pride in every ele-
ment of her game, especially her 
defensive rebounding.  
 “Once a team shoots it, I don’t 
want another put-back,” she said. 
“I know I have to rebound and 
pass it out quickly.”
 Donaldson marveled at her 
teammate. 
 “She’s a good passer and can 
find the open player when she’s 
double-teamed,” Donaldson said. 
“Defense is her main factor. She’s 
incredible.”
 Born to Nigerian parents, 
Okah said she’ll miss playing 
hoops every day for the Lions 
when the season ends. She will 
continue working on her skills in 
the summer for the Cal Storm, an 
AAU club team. 
 In the past year, Okah met 
Kobe Bryant, the Los Angeles 
Lakers legend. She estimated that 
they interacted six to eight times.
 “He showed me moves that 
I could work on,” she said of 
Bryant.
 Okah said she’s now inspired 
to play her best in the wake 
of Bryant’s death. Bryant, his 
13-year-old daughter Gigi and 
seven other people died in a 
helicopter crash on Jan. 26 in 

Calabasas.  
 “No one could believe it,” 
Okah said. “It’s so sad he’s gone. 
Every time I have a game, I see 
him and I have a good game.”
 Okah can’t help but look 
ahead to her next three seasons 
at Oaks Christian.
 The Lions will march forward 
without Donaldson, the team’s 
only senior, who will graduate 
this spring. 
 That means one thing for sure: 
Okah’s role will expand. 
 The rookie wants to improve 
her handles, perhaps even devel-
oping the skills of a point forward 
a la LeBron James.
 Donaldson says that isn’t a 
far-fetched possibility if Okah 
continues working hard and im-
proving steadily.
 “She could play one through 
five,” Donaldson said.
 Oaks Christian will return 
many talented players next 
season, including Nguyen and 
freshman starters Laila Franklin 
and Haven Ramirez. Aalaiyah 
Batiste, Herason Wang, Jili 
Lara, Misha Jordan, Beatriz 
Luna, Jenny Bohlinger and 
Jordyn Link also contribute for 
the Lions.
 Okah, the center, will be the 
team’s centerpiece next season.
 How appropriate.
 “I think I’ll be ready,” Okah 
said.
 Follow the Acorn on Twitter 
@TheAcornSports. 

Courtesy of Daniel Okah

OKAH AND THE BEAN—Oaks Christian freshman Omamoke Okah 
learned some of her moves from Lakers legend Kobe Bryant.

JENNIFER PURANEN/Acorn Newspapers

SPORTS

MOORPARK WRESTLING CLUB
Building Tomorrow's Champions Today

Coach Roy Garcia 1-559-307-2538

2020

ONLINE REGISTRATION 

Tuesdays and Thursdays. Grades K-5th 5-6pm, Grades 6-12 6-7:30pm

Ages 7-18

www.moorparkwrestlingclub.com

YOUTH WRESTLING

0
7
M
3
7
K

016_MPAcornIssue08 - SPORTS.indd   1 2/20/2020   1:41:04 PM



CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING  DEADLINES
Business Advertising (Service Directory/Help Wanted/Tutors & Lessons) • Monday at 3PM

Residential Rental Advertising & Nutshell Advertising • Tuesday at 4PM

Phone (818) 706-0266 • Fax (818) 706-8468
RENTALS Weekly listing of residential and 

commercial properties 
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JOB OPPORTUNITIES

HELP WANTED?
Turn to The Acorn Classifieds

818.706.0266

Home Care Aides

• Flexible Hours

• Competitive Wages

• Expert Training

805-777-8111

Now Hiring!
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Seeking Family Service Advisor for Pierce 

Brothers Valley Oaks Memorial Park.
Potential to earn a good living. Sales experience 

a plus. Insurance license also a plus. 

Call Nathan Samuels 818-889-0902

Apply online: 

ckthousandoaks.clearcareonline.com/apply/

OR Walk in: 3249 Old Conejo Rd., Thousand Oaks, CA 91320 

M-F 8:45-4:00 • 805.494.9900

Readers Choice Winner for 5 straight years!

Great F/T or P/T Job with 
Comfort Keepers Home Care!
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Compassionate caregivers, homemakers, 
retirees and CNA’s needed to help seniors 

remain comfy in their own homes, with 
companionship, light housekeeping, meal 

preparation, errands. Great support system, 
training, and mentoring. Bonuses and overtime 

paid. Requires volunteer or paid experience 
helping a senior, or a special needs child 
or adult in need. Join a World Leader in
 non-medical care! Be a Comfort Keeper! 

And get up each day looking forward to work!

Our Senior Care Jobs in Simi Valley 
are Growing FAST!

All shifts needed.  Great 2nd job too! 

Health Insurance Benefits          Car Needed

Flexible Work Hours!

ComfortKeepers.com/office-426
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Benefits:

Medical. Dental, Life Insurance, Long-term Disability, 401k, 
Vacation Pay, Sick Pay, Holidays, Employee Discount

Please apply in person:
Roadside Lumber & Hardware, Inc.

29130 Roadside Dr. Agoura Hills, 91301

Yard 

Customer 

Service:

Paint 

Sales:

No experience necessary. Able to lift 50lbs or 
more or routine basis. Load customers with 
materials, stock and maintain inventory levels. 
Light cleaning of yard. Other duties as assigned.

Experience preferred. Will train the motivated 
candidate. Sales experience a must. Sell and 
mix premium Benjamin Moore paint and 
sundries. Other duties as assigned.

HELP WANTED FOR 

THE FOLLOWING 

POSITIONS:

CROSSWORDANSWERS
RESIDENTIAL RENTAL

NEWBURY PARK - COTTAGE 
FOR RENT. Immediate, move-in 
ready. Fully furnished including 
appliances. Rental fee includes 
all services (Electricity, Gas, Wa-
ter, Premium Cable TV, Wi-Fi, and 
Trash Pick-up) and in-cottage 
laundry facilities. Private, lock-
ing entrance gate with off-street 
parking. No-smoking; ideal for 
single, professional. Call 805-
498-8808 to schedule viewing. 

SIMI VALLEY - $1850/mo + 
deposit. LARGE 1+1 HOUSE.  
Washer & dryer, A/C, tile floors 
thru out, modern kitchen with all 
appliances, granite counters, full 
bath. 2 closets, storage room, 
ner 118 freeway. 818-207-2233. 

SIMI VALLEY - FURNISHED 
SINGLE. $1000/month utilities 
included. Tiled floors, recessed 
lights, newly remodeled bath-
room with huge shower, kitch-
enette with microwave and re-
frigerator. Main room with wall to 
wall brick fireplace and A/C. Near 
118 freeway. 818-347-7000. 

THOUSAND OAKS - 2+3 TOWN-
HOME Lynn Meadows gated 
community. 2159 sq ft, end unit, 
patio, garage. Newer appliances. 
Move in ready! $3200/month. No 
smoking. Small pet negotiable. 
626-388-8806.

RESIDENTIAL RENTAL

THOUSAND OAKS - 4+3, Newer 
Remodeled HOUSE. RV Park-
ing. 2100 Sq Ft, 3 Car Garage. 
Huge Cul-De-Sac Lot. Gardener 
Included. $3450/month. 818-
469-5934.

THOUSAND OAKS - GUEST 
HOUSE for rent. Private en-
trance. Kitchenette, Bathroom. 
AC/Heat Utilities included / WIFI 
Laundry Access. 320 square 
feet. $1375/month. No illegal 
drugs, no Pets. Close to CLU, 
23/101. Security + $100 for 
background check. 805-338-
9601.

WOODLAND HILLS - 2+2 
GUEST HOUSE. 1200 sq f t, 
private backyard. $2600/month 
utilities included. 818-340-
2746.

ROOM FOR RENT

NEWBURY PARK - Unfurnished 
bedroom with private bath, kitch-
en privileges. No smoking or 
overnight guests. Quiet female 
preferred. No pets. $700/month 
+ 1/2 utilities. 805-490-4763.

SIMI VALLEY - No smoking, 
no alcohol, no illegal drug use. 
Kitchen and laundry privileges. 
$750/month + security. 805-
857-3630.

ROOM FOR RENT

SIMI VALLEY - Master bedroom 
suite with double door entry. 
Large bathroom with separate 
tub/shower, large walk-in closet 
+ extra bedroom. Completely 
remodeled 2050 sq ft home. 
New landscaping in backyard. 
Great neighborhood! Full house 
privileges. $1900/month. 818-
482-1652.

THOUSAND OAKS - Female 
preferred in quiet, smoke free 
home. Private entrance, bath. 
Parking, utilities, kitchen and 
more. $1000/month, first, last 
+ $500 security. 805-498-
3300. 

THOUSAND OAKS - Partial fur-
nished room. Single female 
preferred. No smoking, pets, or 
illegal drug use. $850/month 
includes utilities, WiFi and cable. 
Close to freeway, shops, res-
taurants and other services. 
805-512-2301

THOUSAND OAKS - Upstairs 
room with private bath, unfur-
nished. Light cooking. Mature 
female preferred. $850/month 
includes utilities, TV, Cable and 
WiFi. 805-994-6610. 

WEST HILLS - Master bedroom 
with bath. Quiet neighborhood, 
parking. No smoking. $975/
month. 818-292-3564. 

SKILLED NURSING FACILITY
MARY HEALTH OF THE SICK IN NEWBURY PARK 

HIRING Part-Time

• Kitchen/COOK
• Activity Assistant

Email resume to nha@maryhealth.com and CC  sr.yesenia@maryhealth.com 
or apply in person. 2929 Theresa Dr. Newbury Park, CA 91320
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Monday, February 24, 8:30 AM 4:00 PM

3249 Old Conejo Road, Newbury Park, CA 91320

Join Comfort Keepers, a World Leader in Home Care for Seniors! 

Voted one of the Top Four Employers in the area

FLEXIBLE WORK HOURS 
Compassionate caregivers, homemakers, retirees, CNA’s, 

and nursing students needed to help seniors remain 
comfy in their own homes. Provide companionship, meal 
preparation, light housekeeping, errands and, optionally, 
personal care assistance. This growing company is hiring 

many people. Requires volunteer or paid caregiving 
experience. OR you could be a CNA. Competitive wages, 
health insurance, flexible hours, excellent training and 
support, part-time or full-time. Car required. If need 

directions, call 805-494-9900.

Comfort Keepers Home Care 

OPEN HOUSE JOB FAIR !

You can also apply online first at: ckthousandoaks.clearcareonline.com/apply/  

Enjoy light refreshments and learn 
about these great opportunities to 
change your life for the better !
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Guaranteed Interviews For Everyone

Acorn
THE

Newspapers

     

Vacation, medical + 401K benefits.

NEWS 
REPORTER

Fax resume w/2-3 published articles to:
(818) 671-1873

E-mail to: 
newstip@theacorn.com
Or mail resume to: 
30423 Canwood Street 
Suite 108 
Agoura Hills, CA 91301

News beat would cover local schools, park district,
courts/crime. Some evening & weekend 
work. Journalism degree and experience 
required. Social media skills a plus.

 F/T  for  weekly newspaper chain. 

C49ATMSC01C

Acorn
MOORPARK

To Advertise Call (805) 484-1949
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Landscape & Maintenance

GrandOak

Weekly Service • Clean-up

Tree Trimming

Sod & Sprinkler Installation

Brush clearance

19 yrs Exp • Lic • Insured

805-469-7305
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We clean concrete, driveways, patios, 

pool decks, home exteriors,  

interior floors & roofs. 

We do epoxy finishes, stains and 

sealers and concrete repairs

Licensed, Insured and Bonded performance #873847

POWERWASHING

818.427.0232
 Anytime 24/7
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Looking for  
some help?

theacornonline.com

Search our newly 
expanded Service 
Directory for businesses 
available in  
your area.

Find  

Me  

Online

ADVERTISE 
HERE

Acorn
THE

Newspapers

818.706.0266

Call now to 
reserve your spot!

SERVICE DIRECTORY
NOTICE TO READERS:
California law requires that contractors taking jobs that total $500 or more (labor and/or materials) be licensed by the 
Contractors State Licensed Board. State law also requires that contractors include their license number on all advertising. 
Check the status of your licensed contractor at www.cslb.ca.gov or 800-321-CSLB. Unlicensed contractors taking jobs that 
total less than $500 must state in their advertisements that they are not licensed by the Contractors State License Board. 
NO REFUNDS FOR CLASSIFIED AD CANCELLATIONS.

CONCRETE

A.C. & HEATING HOME REPAIRS

Ph: (818) 889-8306

 (818) 259-8731

Lic# B324141 • Insured
Liability and Workers  

Comp Insurance

Craig E. WarrEn
& Son ConSt.
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• Patios/Decks/Concrete 

• Bathroom/Kitchen Remodels

• Windows/Doors/Painting

warrenteamconstructionwww
.

.com

MARIN

(805) 390-7822

 LANDSCAPE
• General Clean Up •

• Yards • Sprinkler Repair 
& Installation • Expert Sod 

Installation • Concrete Work
Dirt & Trash Removal

Insured & Licensed
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Laura’s Landscaping and

Gardening

Garden Maintenance
Lawn cut and Tree Trimming

Clean ups, Pruning, 
New Sod, Yard and Slope 

Clean-ups
Sprinkler repairs 

& sprinkler system 
installation & More
FREE ESTIMATES

Lic# 06770

805.262.2190
805.338.0107
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HANDYMAN

HAULING

Heraclio’s 
Hauling
Trash • Garage
Yard • Cleanup

FREE ESTIMATES

805-444-1988

Reasonable Prices!
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&
• Yard Waste Removal • Appliance Removal 

• Mattress Removal • Furniture Removal 
• TV & Monitor Removal

• Construction Debris Removal

Free Estimates
No job too small! Reasonable!

Call Walt 818-370-3639
805-638-7157
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Windsor
  Handyman
  Service

 • Remodeling and repairs
 • Carpentry, plumbing, electrical
 • Roofing, New or Repairs
 • Quality workmanship
 • Masonry work • Welding
 • 20 years of very 
      satisfied customers
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Lic # B883488      Insured & Bonded

( 8 0 5 ) 815-7667

GARDENING

 C12ATMSC04C

Service Company

1-866-545-7791

HEATING & AIR 

SERVICE & REPAIR

HEATING AND  
AIR CONDITIONING

805-816-3161   
PTAC-HVAC.COM

Sales • Service  
Repair • Installation

Lic# 1041085
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Painting
Weatherproofing

Carpentry
Drywall • Tiling

Flooring • Baseboards
Crown molding

Fencing• Plumbing

FREE ESTIMATES
805-405-8516
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Reasonable Rates

Please Call: 805.482.7437

20 Years experience:
• Plumbing • Sprinkler Systems
• Installation & Repair• Drain Systems
• Lawn Installation & Maintenance
• Painting • Demolition C
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HANDYMAN/CONTRACTOR
Doing Smaller Jobs

Electrical, Carpentry,
Plumbing, Tile, Drywall

Fully Lic. & Insured, Hr Rates
805-520-3462 Dave

www.simihandyman.com
35 years experience

Lic. 337237
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Wood Fences • Carpentry • Porches
Patios • Concrete • Driveways

Plumbing • Paint • Masonry Work
Concrete Drains • Wood Floors

Metal Gates • 19 yrs exp.

SPECIALIZING IN:

HANDYMAN WORK

(818) 602-6570
For FREE Estimate Call GARCIA

Honest & Reliable

C
1

5
A

M
C

0
1

W

HANDYMAN

PLUMBING

RESIDENTIAL/COMMERCIAL

COMPLETE PEST CONTROL

Licensed

• Same Day Service
• Guaranteed Service

• Environmentally Friendly

CALL HAROLD 818-340-4286

*SENIOR DISCOUNT*
Owner/Technician
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• GOPHERS • ANTS • FLEAS 
• SPIDERS • ETC.

# 638928 insured, bonded 
work comp on all workers

Galvin Painting
Interior/Exterior

Drywall Repairs/Texture

Second Generation
Neat, Clean & Courteous
Smoke Damage Expert 

and HandyMan Services

10%
off

Present ad at estimate.
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805-210-6189

PEST CONTROL

PAINTING

PLUMBING MASTERS

818|923|8762

Since 1985

Commercial • Residential
Repair • Remodel • New Construction

PlumbingMasters24-7.com

$25 off With this ad
One per customer

C36MS04W
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Service Company

47MS06D

805.387.3352

TILE • SHINGLE • FLAT

REPAIR • REROOF • NEW ROOF

• All Work Guaranteed 
• Years of Satisfied 

Customers 
in Our Community

INSTALL RAIN GUTTER 

& SHEET METAL

800-979-7663

FREE ESTIMATES

dbrroofing@hotmail.com
VISA/MASTERCARD/AMEX

LIC# 762039/Bond/Ins
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Roofing & Gutter

ROOFING

C25ATMSC02C

Quality Work That’s Guaranteed

New Roofs, Re-Roofs, Leak Detection
& Repair, Composition Shingle, Tile,
Skylights, Flat Roofs, Coating, Wood

Repair, Gutters, Etc. Bonded and 

Insured *FREE ESTIMATES*

allstarroofing805@yahoo.com
805-258-1960

Lic 924837

TREE SERVICE

HOUSECLEANING

Personal Service from a ISA 
Certified Arborist/Tree Worker
ASCA Reg.Consulting Arborist #669

TREE SERVICE

(818) 512-5625
(805) 241-8305

PTS

Remove Trees/Stumps

Firewood Free Delivery

Trimming Planting

Lic# 728967  Insured C
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POWERWASHING

HOME
REMODELING

Take advantage of having your listing run in all five Acorn newspapers Call us at: 818-706-0266

HELPING YOUR BUSINESS DO BUSINESS

Kitchen & Bathroom Remodeling 

Renovation  

Additions  

Stone Works  

Paint (Interior/Exterior)  

Windows and Patio Enclosure 

FREE ESTIMATE 
888-444-6972

License #915630, B, Bonded Liability 
and Worker’s Comp Insured
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Kitchen & Bath Remodeling

Interior/Exterior Painting

Cabinet Refinish & Replacement

Dry Wall/Stucco Repair

QUALITY THAT ENDURES

Family Owned Since 2005

Lic #886275, C-33 &B, Liability 
& Worker’s Comp Insured

805-432-1113
AllClimatePainting.com
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FREE ESTIMATE
Located in Conejo Valley
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Lic #716822  Bonded

Fair Prices, Good Work, 

Roof Repairs & Re-Roofs  
Window Replacements

Call Jerry at 805-857-3630

DEVELOPMENT
2GUYS
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ROOFING

Buy 
Smart.

How do you 
know? 

Because the 
Moorpark Acorn 

is audited by 
Verified. For more 

than 50 years, 
Verified has 

been an industry 
leader, using the 

most rigorous 
audit standards.

Current
Circulation: 

11,445

Targeted. 

High-Impact.

Cost-Effective.

• Large to small 
• Interior / Exterior
• New Construction 

• Remodels • Repairs C
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  Mark: 805-732-3517

House Doctor
The 

All Your Residential 
Construction Needs

Serving local area since 1990
Lic# 636193

AIR DUCT 
CLEANING

SPRINKER

LANDSCAPING

SPRINKLER REPAIR
Repair/Installation

Controllers
Pipes, Wires, Valves

SPRINKLERS
Low Volume & Drip

John W. Wright Sprinkler Controls

805-501-4126
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Professional Designers
LANDSCAPE

805-586-4239
Water saving designs
decorator concrete
decks, patio covers, 
outdoor kitchens
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Spring SALE on PAVERS
License #726180

25 years in business
references

Work Guaranteed

Quality

8 05-52 6-38 4 6

Air Duct
Dryer Vent

Carpet
Cleaning
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•  Stump Grinding

•  Sprinklers & Sod

•  Tree Trimming
    Pruning, Shaping
    and Removal

805-390-4207
805-253-3480

Fully Insured • Lic. #743725
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Rosa’s Housecleaning

Weekly  •   Biweekly

Call Rosa 805-390-6425

Corners • Cobbwebs
Baseboards • Window Sill

Move-In / Move-Out

Free Estimates

We Go The Extra Mile!

26 Years Experience
References
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NUTSHELL DEADLINE: Tuesday at 4 p.m.
To place an ad in this section, call (818) 706-0266

PRIVATE PARTY ADVERTISING  
Sorry, no refunds for cancellationsNUTSHELL

APPLIANCES FOR SALE

3 KITCHEN APPLIANCES - 
Refrigerator, Stove and Mi-
crowave. Color: Bisque. Good 
condition. $500 for all. 626-
429-8994.

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 BMW 528i - Blue, auto, 
power steering and brakes, 
good condition. $2500. 805-
405-8057.

2001 DODGE CARAVAN - 
61,650 miles. $2400/OBO. 
805-304-9112.

2005 MERCEDES BENZ C230 
Sport - 100% mint condition. 
80,000 miles. Excellent condi-
tion. $5000. 310-916-7061.

AUTO WANTED

ALL CLASSIC CARS - British 
European sports cars, exotics, 
American classics, muscle 
cars, and old trucks. 805-
300-7825.

INSTANT CASH FOR YOUR 
CAR, CLASSIC OR SPECIALTY 
CAR. WE PAY MORE THAN 
CARMAX. WE COME TO YOU. 
SELL SAFELY. NO ANNOYING 
STRANGERS, PHONE CALLS 
OR NO SHOWS. FREE ESTI-
MATES. IN BUSINESS SINCE 
1983. 805-300-9997 OR 800-
274-6447 OR 818-865-9190.

WE PAY TOP DOLLAR FOR 
ANY YEAR, MAKE OR MODEL 
USED CARS, MOTORCYCLES 
OR MOTORHOMES. WE COME 
TO YOU! 805-491-1424. 

FOUND

MEN’S READING GLASSES - 
Parking lot of Dollar Tree and 
O’Reilly’s Auto Parts, Newbury 
Park. Triangle shaped black 
case, brand “Police”. 805-
377-3411

FREE

BEAUTIFUL SOFA - Beige, 
renaissance style. Very clean! 
Quality Asian Futon. Delivery 
possible 805-433-2528.

FREE DIRT - 805-527-7036.

LARGE L-SHAPED SODA - 
Dark brown, faux leather/
suede. May help deliver. 805-
578-2525. Simi Valley 

FURNITURE FOR SALE

ANTIQUE OAK PUMP OR-
GAN - Early 1900’s. Beautiful 
working condition. $500/OBO. 
805-581-4034.

GARAGE SALE

AGOURA HILLS - Large Ga-
rage/Estate Sale. Friday & Sat-
urday, February 21st & 22nd, 
8AN-12PM. EVERYTHING 
MUST GO! Furniture: Multiple 
couches, desks, antique stereo 
console and sewing table, solid 
wood dining table with 2 leaves 
and 6 chairs, buffet/side board, 
standup Kincaid PIANO brass 
king headboard, daybed with 
trundle, patio furniture and lots 
more!! Crystal, dishes, glass-
ware, decor galore! 30051 
Torrepines Place, 91301. 

CAMARILLO - ESTATE SALE. 
Clothes, tools, household 
items. Saturday, February 
22nd, 7AM. 1268 La Culebra 
Circle. 

GARAGE SALE

MOORPARK - HUGE ESTATE 
SALE. Couch, leather chairs 
with ottomans, antiques, 
lamps, pictures, tools, wom-
en’s and men’s clothes. Friday 
and Saturday, February 21 & 
22, 8AM-3PM. 11957 Maple 
Crest Street. No early birds. 
CASH ONLY.

MOORPARK - MOVING SALE. 
Men’s and women’s clothes,.
furniture and appliances, deco-
rating accessories, toys, CDs, 
Christmas decorations  Sunday, 
February 23rd, 8AM-3PM.  
11149 Shadyridge Road. 

NEWBURY PARK - ESTATE 
SALE AT VALLECITO! Fri-
day and Saturday, February 
21 & 22, 9AM-2PM. At last, 
household of furniture, dishes, 
cookware, linens, too much to 
mention! 229 La Bonita. 

OAK PARK - ESTATE SALE! 
1410 Forest Knoll Drive (Du-
maine and Lindero Canyon). 
Saturday, February 22nd, 8AM-
2PM. Designer clothes, shoes 
and handbags, electronics, fur-
niture, household items, books, 
baby clothes. Lots of great stuff!

OAK PARK - Professional 
gymnastics bar with mat, 
antiques,and more! Saturday, 
February 22nd, 7AM-12PM. 
5355 Carmento Drive.

SIMI VALLEY - 2-Family Ga-
rage Sale. HUGE MOVING 
SALE. Saturday and Sunday, 
February 22 and 23, 7AM. 
EVERYTHING MUST GO!! Fur-
niture, pictures, household 
items, file cabinets, and cloth-
ing. 3058 Melody Lane and 
Kilaine Drive. 

SIMI VALLEY - ESTATE SALE. 
318 Aristotle Street, 93065. 9a-
4p, 2/21-22. Household items, 
furniture, clothes + more. Text 
for info 310-489-7057. 

THOUSAND OAKS - MOVING 
SALE. Furniture, Household 
Items, Gardening & Handy-
man Tools. Saturday and 
Sunday, February 22 & 23, 
7AM-3PM. 1288 Uppingham 
Drive, 91360. 

THOUSAND OAKS - MOVING 
SALE. Saturday, February 22nd, 
9AM-12PM. 3682 Corte Can-
cion. Patio Furniture Sets (3), 
Stainless Steel BBQ, Hand Tools, 
Power Tools, Garden Tools, 
Kitchen / Housewares. Too 
much stuff for us to move!!!!!! 

WESTLAKE VILLAGE - ESTATE 
SALE. Some furniture and 
misc items. Saturday, Febru-
ary 22nd, 8AM-1PM. 2945 
Winding Lane. 

WESTLAKE VILLAGE - Furni-
ture, lamps, Gucci handbags, 
etc! Saturday, February 22nd, 
8AM-2PM. 2539 North Lake 
Circle. 

LOST

GOLD LOOP EARRING with 
one garnet stone on December 
4th at Oakbrook Plaza near 
Great Clips. Reward - senti-
mental value. 805-728-9919

KEYS - Knollwood and La 
Grange, Newbury Park. 805-
377-0816.

LADIES PLATINUM WEDDING 
BAND - Small baguette dia-
monds. Reward. 818-300-2972.

LOST

 AUDI KEY and transponder 
on round sparkly key ring 
about 4” diameter on or about 
01/05/20. Would be some-
where between Deerhill/Alex-
andra and Taco Bell, Oak Park. 
Reward $150! 818-970-8018.

MISCELLANEOUS

***AMERICAN SOIL*** OR-
GANIC COMPOST, FIR-BARK 
MULCH, SEED COVER, CEDAR 
GORILLA-HAIR MULCH, TOP-
SOIL MIXES, ORGANIC VEG-
GIE-GARDEN SOIL, FIR NUG-
GETS, PLANTER MIX, POTTING 
SOIL, ECONOMY MULCH, 
DECOMPOSED GRANITE, 
MUCH MORE***PICK-UP (We 
Load You) Or DELIVERY*** 
1450 Tierra Rejada Rd Simi 
Valley*** M-F 7-3 and Sat 
7-1*** 805-578-0052***  
www.americansoil.org*** 
SINCE 1985 

CEMETERY PLOT - CONEJO 
MOUNTAIN, Camarillo. Santa 
Cruz II, plot 367E. $9250. 
805-603-2675.

MISCELLANEOUS

CEMETERY PLOTS - Gethsemane 
Memorial Garden, 36V, double 
internment, lawn crypt. Today’s 
value $24,995; Sell $19,500. 4 
GRAVES - plots 1010, graves 
E-H, Garden of Gethsemane. 
Today’s value $7995 each; Sell 
for $5550 each. 805-984-1360.

BLUE WILLOW DISHES - Large 
and small dishes, bowls, cups 
and saucers, serving pieces. 
$350. 805-551-3609. 

KNABE CONCERT GRAND 
PIANO - $4500/OBO. 805-
984-1360.

MAHJONG SET - In beige 
leather carrying case. Never 
used. $100. 805-494-8324

PETS

GOLDENDOODLE / LABRA-
DOODLE standard puppies. 
Red and golden-red color. 
Will be 40 to 50lbs grown. 
Hypoallergenic. F2B. Lov-
ing family companion dogs. 
Ready now. $1800. Contact 
Lisa 424-227-2646.

PETS

GOLDEN RETRIEVERS PUP-
PIES - Pure bred, Mom and 
Dad on site. 559-623-5567.

LAB RETRIEVERS - ADULTS 
AND PUPS. Champion English 
lines. Top quality, excellent 
temperaments. 818-588-1037 
cell. www.highhopesranch.
com

WANTED TO BUY

* ALWAYS BUYING * NEED 
EXTRA CASH? PLEASE CALL 
CAROL BEFORE YOUR GA-
RAGE OR ESTATE SALE - 
GET MORE $$ ** WE COME 
TO YOU! ** NOW BUYING: 
GOLD JEWELRY, ANY  AGE 
/ CONDITION, STERLING, 
LALIQUE CRYSTAL, VINTAGE 
ART GLASS & PERFUME 
BOTTLES, PAINTINGS, ETC. 
COURTEOUS SERVICE TO 
ALL SURROUNDING AREAS. 
CALL CAROL 818-521-6955. 
(Not affiliated with any other 
advertisers.)

WANTED TO BUY

I WANT TO BUY YOUR NA-
TIVE AMERICAN, VINTAGE 
AND COSTUME JEWELRY - I 
pay cash! Call Michael 818-
231-4796.

$$ I WILL BUY VINTAGE COS-
TUME JEWELRY, PRETTY LIT-
TLE THINGS, ANTIQUE VASES, 
FIGURINES, CRYSTAL, POR-
CELAIN, POTTERY, PERFUME 
BOTTLES, & MISC. SMALL AN-
TIQUES. COSTUME JEWELRY! 
***WE COME TO YOU!*** 
CALL ME 818-516-0331 BE-
FORE YOU E-BAY OR HAVE 
THAT GARAGE SALE. HASSLE 
FREE. Serving the entire Conejo 
Valley! PROMPT COURTEOUS 
SERVICE ALWAYS! *CALL EI-
LEEN* 818-516-0331.

 

CROSSWORDPUZZLE

— Crossword Answers on Page 17 —

Across
1. Milky-white gem
5. Consumers
10. Tehran language
15. Spicy stew
19. First name in philosophy
20. Makes unfeeling
21. Needle cases
22. Cleaning cloths
23. “Starship”
25. Historic ship
27. Coup d’___?
28. Cruise ship stopover
29. FBI man
30. Angling in, as a nail
34. Do very well at
36. Go public with
38. Rachel Ray equipment
39. Life-like
41. Singers, actors, dancers...et al.
46. Sir Francis Drake’s ship
49. Ship in “The Abyss”
51. Spanish cordial
52. Cooking equipment
53. These may be fine
54. Politico
61. Directional windstorm
65. Crazy quilt
66. Others, to Ovid
68. Devastating conflicts
69. Have
72. Nemo, for one
76. Ship in Forest Gump
78. Capt. E. J. Smith’s 
 command, with “The”
80. Cries of regret
81. Neo-soul singer, Erica
83. Fork over
84. Crème ___ crème
85. Disney character
87. It’s between the West 
 Indies and the Azores
92. The Big ___
95. Dinky drink
97. Military noshow, briefly
98. Ship in “Pirates of the Caribbean”
102. Pirate flag
108. Kind of cash
109. Over
111. So long!
112. Belonging to (pronoun)
113. “___ to bed”
114. Latke ingredient
116. Bonxies
120. Hotels
121. Hindu dress
123. Hot
126. Star
132. Bingo relative
133. Draft choice
134. “Farewell, mon ami”
135. Viva ___
136. Coal site
137. Some reality show winners
138. Proscriptions
139. Knowing, as a secret
Down
1. Miners’ gathering
2. Calligrapher’s implement
3. Soldier, for one

4. Bruce of martial arts movies
5. Remove a dowel
6. Tom and Katie’s young’un
7. Children’s book “___ and 
     the Detectives”
8. Football positions
9. Compass point
10. Came clean
11. In the least
12. Mysterious symbol in 
 “The Hobbit”
13. Watch the baby
14. “Happiness __ Warm Puppy”:
 “Peanuts” book
15. Party pooper
16. Tortoise racer
17. Not “fer”
18. Future atty.’s exam
24. Brother of Ginny Weasley
26. California county
28. Arctic sight
30. Coat 
31. Ab ___ (from day one)
32. Sushi selection
33. Polit. label
34. Directional suffix
35. Crossed (out)
36. Pitcher’s pride
37. OJ’s trial judge
39. Thing just mentioned
40. Let off a little steam
41. Good ___
42. Commendation
43. Salt

44. Suffix with respond
45. British special forces, 
 for short
47. Musical aptitude
48. Compass point
50. Wood-cutting tool
54. Cola’s beginning
55. Beauty products provider
56. Lifts
57. Contracted
58. Capt.’s superior
59. “Tess of the D’Urbervilles” cad
60. Ball teams’ number
62. Was an obedient dog,  
 perhaps
63. “Pod” starter
64. Repair shop fig.
67. “Three Men ___ Baby”
69. Units
70. Sly trick
71. Sweet 16 org.
73. Blood classification system
74. First name in spy novels
75. Confidentiality 
 agreement, abbr.
77. “___ durn tootin’!”
79. Ruckus
82. Arm bones
85. Painter Anthony Van ___
86. Board member: abbr.
88. Young ladies
89. Punchers
90. Tofu base
91. Camera inits.

92. Tidal retreat
93. In the manner of
94. ___ Miguel
96. Wedding directors
99. Jewish potato puff
100. Put a lid on it
101. UFO crew
102. Not seniors
103. New pedometer reading
104. U.N. Day mo.
105. Carides of “My Big 
   Fat Greek Wedding”
106. Put away
107. Australian animal, for short
110. Musical items
113. Winged heavenly being
114. Toyota model
115. Lubricate
116. ___ Fifth Avenue
117. “Fish Magic” painter
118. It parallels the radius
119. Physics class topic
120. “Othello” villain
121. Quick trip
122. Aid’s partner
124. The Giants’ Manning
125. Cool in the 80s
126. Soupçon
127. ___meter
128. Year in Nero’s reign
129. It comes with a 
   small charge
130. Officer, abbr.
131. Army V.I.P.

FIND US ONLINE
www.beyondtheacorn.com

Beyond The Acorn 
Digital Magazine!
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805-647-6353
clinicas.org

SCHEDULE
YOUR

APPOINTMENT
TODAY!

15 Locations in
Ventura County.

to Serve You.

Medical · Dental · Optometry · Mental Health
Specialty Services · Hospital Care · Pharmacy

Medi-Cal, Medicare, HMO, PPO, Discounted Fees

Excellent
Healthcare

Close
To Home.
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