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Parks for the dogs 
■  A tour of 11 Petaluma dog parks finds 

happy puppies (and owners). PAGE C1

Sports: Casa wins girls soccer rivalry
Gauchos defeat Petaluma Trojans 1-0. PAGE B1

Food: Sol Food coming to Petaluma 
Popular Puerto Rican spot opening in city. PAGE D1

When Michael Fecskes closes his eyes, 
he can still hear the severe “pop” sound 
his expensive cello made when it fell to 
the floor.

“I’ll see it happen again,” Fecskes 
said. “When I replay it in my mind, a 
sound will involuntarily come out of  my 
mouth.” 

The 32-year-old cellist was teaching 
at an after school music program in 
Sonoma late September 2018 when what 
he politely calls “classroom commotion” 
sent his instrument toppling. Before he 
could react, the $16,000 cello he pur-
chased only a month prior landed face-
down, forcing pressure at just the right 
spot to cause an explosive crack nearly 
end to end.

In an instant, Fecskes, who first 
picked up the string instrument in grade 
school 23 years ago and also teaches in 
Petaluma, was without a cello. 

But the professional musician’s dis-
tressing classroom accident would soon 
lead him to experiences and opportu-
nities he never anticipated, including a 
new job and a rallying of  support from 
friends and fans across Sonoma County. 
In under a month, a Go Fund Me ac-
count his friend launched has amassed 
more than $6,000 in donations to help 
the musician recoup the $8,000 cost of  
intensive repairs. One hundred people 
throughout Sonoma County have con-
tributed so far, most donating about $50.

“I think this campaign took off so 
quickly because of  people’s genuine 
appreciation for Michael’s gift,” said the 
fund’s creator Lucky Clark in an email. 
“Most everyone who knows Michael has 
heard him play cello in some setting and 
anyone who hears him is in awe of  his 
talents.”

Fecskes has been playing the cello 
since he was in fourth grade, and began 
tutoring others when he was 13. The 

Sonoma High School graduate went on 
to Sonoma State University to study 
cello performance, and worked as a 
professional musician in San Francis-
co and New York City before moving 
back to Sonoma County in 2017. He now 
teaches music to more than 300 students 
between the after school program at El 
Verano Elementary in Sonoma and as 

Petaluma River dredging funds secured

The Petaluma River, a tidal 
waterway that has seen boat 
traffic decline as silt piled up, 
will be dredged this year for the 
first time since 2003, rejuvenat-
ing a natural resource that for 
generations was the lifeblood of  
the community.

The U.S. Army Corps of  Engi-
neers will be allocating roughly 

$9.7 million this year to pay 
for the project, U.S. Rep. Jared 
Huffman, D-San Rafael, an-
nounced Monday. An additional 
$1.3 million was set aside for 
preliminary work to eventually 
dredge the San Rafael Canal.

The Army Corps is supposed 
to maintain the 18-mile river 
every four years but has fallen 
way behind on that commit-
ment.

“I’m just very happy for the 
people of  Petaluma,” Huffman, 
a member of  the House Trans-
portation and Infrastructure 
Commitee, said in an interview. 
“They’ve waited a long time.”

With the money now in place, 
the dredging work could begin 
as early as June 1 depending 
on the migration of  protected 
species like steelhead trout 
that naturally spawn in the 
watershed, said Jason Beatty, 
director of  Petaluma Public 
Works and Utilities.

The city council last month 

approved nearly $2 million for 
an emergency dredge of  the riv-
er turning basin and Petaluma 
Marina in case the Army Corps 
again passed on doing the work. 
With the project now covered, 
the city will use that money on 
the marina, where the number 
of  vessels leasing space is now 
less than 40% of  capacity, or 
about half  the Bay Area aver-
age, Beatty said.

Members of  the local boat-
ing community were elated 
by Monday’s news. Leland 
Fishman, commodore of  the 

Petaluma Yacht Club, said the 
project could start a “rebirth of  
our river.”

His organization has can-
celed popular events like the 
holiday Lighted Boat Parade 
in December on the river and 
yacht club’s Memorial Day 
party each of  the past two 
years. Combined, those cancel-
lations turned away thousands 
of  annual visitors to Petaluma, 
he said.

“We can now let the boating 

By YOUSEF BAIG
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Boaters cheer Rep. Huffman announcement of $9.7M 
for Army Corps of Engineers to clear river this year

Fast-tracked 
affordable 
housing may 
be coming
Developers could use new 
state rules to streamline 
projects in Petaluma

A controversial state bill that 
fast tracks affordable housing 
construction will soon impact 
some Petaluma developments.

State bill 35, which went into 
effect in 2018 and was intro-
duced by Assemblyman Scott 
Weiner, gives affordable hous-
ing developments an opportuni-
ty to blaze past numerous steps 
and processes, accelerating 
construction significantly for 
eligible projects. 

But the state-mandated pro-
cess for such developments also 
circumvents elements of  local 
control, a source of  concern 
for some local municipalities, 
including Petaluma. 

Affordable housing developer 
MidPen Housing is likely to be 
among the first developers to 
use the process. Project Manag-
er Riley Weissenborn said they 
are looking to build a 40-unit 
multifamily development along 
Petaluma Boulevard North 
between Kent and Oak streets. 
He said the units will be 100% 
affordable, geared toward those 
earning 30 to 60% of  the average 
medium income. 

“Time is huge, it can take 
anywhere between six and 
eighteen months to get these 
projects entitled,” Weissenborn 
said at Tuesday’s Planning 
Commission meeting. “This 
process could really speed it 
up and get affordable housing 
units on the ground much 
faster and address such a huge 
issue we have here in the coun-
ty and this city.”

The state law mandates that 
local jurisdictions that have not 
achieved regional housing need 
goals, or RHNA, must provide 
the accelerated process in order 

See Housing, A4

 ■ CELLO SHOT  ■
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Michael Fecskes, a beloved music teacher at Live Oak School and in Sonoma, destroyed 
his cello a year ago. Daunted by the high cost of getting it repaired, his friends started a 
successful Go Fund Me drive to help him pay for it.

One year later, breast cancer beaten

Feb. 14, 2019 will be forever marked by 
the news that Allison Morris did not want 
to receive, not on Valentine’s Day or any 
other day of  the year.

It was 5 p.m., and Morris, a Petaluma res-
ident, was getting ready to go out to dinner 
with her husband and three young children 
when she received a call from her doctor 

at Kaiser Permanente in San Rafael. The 
results of  her biopsy were in and it was not 
good news — breast cancer that had also 
spread to her lymph nodes.

“I just couldn’t believe it, there is no histo-
ry of cancer in my family. I was healthy,” said 
Morris, 40. “I was completely blindsided.”

Overcome with emotions, her first 
thought was about her children, ages 10, 
8 and 4. She turned to her husband, Steve 
Morris, who works with youth ministry for 
the Catholic Diocese of  Santa Rosa. Steve 
calmly explained to the kids what was go-
ing on, telling them that their mother was 
going to be alright.

Morris, however, wasn’t so sure.
“My head was spinning,” she said. “My 

whole world felt like it was falling apart. It 
was scary.”

The silver lining amid the bad news was 
that her doctors had detected the cancer 
early enough to treat it and allow Morris to 
make a full recovery. But getting there was 
going to be a journey, she knew.

There were six rounds of  chemothera-
py from March through June followed by 
a double mastectomy in July. That was 
followed up with a round of  radiation that 

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Valentine’s Day diagnosis upturned 
Allison Morris’ world. This year 
promises to be more celebratory.

See Cancer, A7

By KATHRYN PALMER
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Petaluma music teacher’s 
$16,000 cello sustains major 
damage in classroom mishap

‘Pop:’ Pricey instrument wrecked

See Dredging, A7

See Cello, A4

By KATHRYN PALMER
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF
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SWAT officer Petaluma’s top cop

On Sept. 3, a distraught 
man walked into Petaluma 
Valley Hospital’s emer-
gency department waiting 
room carrying three large 
bottles of  gasoline and 
threatened to light himself  
on fire.

Petaluma Police quickly 
arrived on the scene and 
found the man sitting 
outside the hospital on 
a picnic table. The offi-
cers watched as the man 
doused himself  in the 
flammable liquid. Then, he 
did what everyone feared 
— he lit a cigarette.

Officer Steve Cummings, 
who was among the first 
to arrive on the scene, 
calmly talked the man into 
extinguishing his cigarette. 
Once clear of  the immedi-
ate fire threat, Cummings 
rushed the man, tackled 
him off the table, and 
helped other officers re-
train the man in handcuffs.

All the while, Cummings 
soothingly reassured the 
man that he was there to 
help him.

“It was a collective 
effort,” said Cummings, 
37. “We formulated a plan, 
and everything worked 
out really well. Everyone 
brought their A-game.”

Cummings, a member 
of  the police department’s 
SWAT team who has 
worked in Petaluma since 
2014, was selected as the 
Petaluma Police Officer 
of  the Year. Sgt. Garrett 
Glaviano, Cummings’ 
supervisor, said his cool 
demeanor while under 
extreme pressure was the 
most remarkable part of  
the hospital incident.

“Officer Cummings 
actions were physically 
impressive however the 
most impressive part came 
after the subject was on 
the ground,” Glaviano said 

in a statement. “Officer 
Cummings calmly and pro-
fessionally reassured the 
subject he was there to help 
him. I have repeatedly wit-
nessed Officer Cummings 
in stressful situations and 
use of  force incidents. 
Officer Cummings never 
loses his cool and always 
remains professional.”

Besides the incident, 
his supervisors said he 
received several com-
mendations last year and 
served as a leader on his 
SWAT unit.

Cummings was instru-
mental in outfitting the 
SWAT team’s mine-resis-
tant ambush protected 
vehicle, or MRAP. He 
coordinated the vehicle’s 
transportation to the East 
Bay for upgrades and he 
was assigned to coordinate 
the SWAT team’s monthly 
training in July, Glaviano 
said. He obtained several 
windshields to practice 
shooting as well as prepar-
ing various other drills and 
courses of  fire, he said. 

“As a member of  the 
SWAT team, Officer Cum-
mings is enthusiastic and 
energetic in his efforts to 
bring the team closer to 
excellence,” he said. “The 

team’s response to his ef-
forts was overwhelmingly 
positive. Officer Cummings 
contributions to the SWAT 
team demonstrate his com-
mitment to teamwork.”

Cummings, who grew 
up in Petaluma and went 
to St. Vincent High School, 
graduated from Fresno 
State University with a 
degree in criminal law. He 
lives in Petaluma with his 
wife, who works for a law 
firm in Novato, and his 
two young children.

A sniper on the SWAT 
team, he said he enjoys the 
work and is surrounded by 
supportive members of  the 
Petaluma Police Depart-
ment.

“SWAT is my passion,” 
he said. “As much as I 
work hard and try to give 
my best effort, I didn’t get 
here by myself. We have a 
great team in the depart-
ment.”

It is perhaps Officer 
Cummings’ levelhead-
edness that sets him 
apart, his superiors said. 
Last fall, he received two 
commendations for his 
professionalism.

The first came after 
Cummings and another 
officer contacted a man 

who had been called in as 
causing a disturbance in a 
residential neighborhood. 
The man was found to be 
going through recycling 
bins, and Cummings 
calmly told him that the 
law prohibits this behav-
ior. Instead of  getting 
upset, the man later wrote 
a letter complimenting 
Cummings and stating the 
contact was “informative 
and helpful.” He further 
described the officers as 
being “polite.”

The second commenda-
tion was as a result of  a 
call for service in Septem-
ber involving a chronic 
neighbor dispute. The 
reporting party in the in-
cident wrote in a comple-
mentary email how kind 
Cummings and another 
officer were.

“These accommodations 
are an example of the 
professionalism Officer 
Cummings brings to our or-
ganization,” Glaviano said.

Cummings will be 
honored at the Petaluma 
Community Awards of  Ex-
cellence, April 2 at Rooster 
Run Golf  Club.

(Contact Matt Brown at 
matt.brown@arguscourier.
com.)

Steven Cummings, 
a leader on SWAT 
team, named 
Officer of the Year

By MATT BROWN
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

PETALUMA POLICE DEPARTMENT

Officer Steven Cummings showed kids around the police department and explained what 
happens to evidence that has been collected.
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Petaluma group sparks diversity conversation

When Petaluma resident Paige Green 
listened to heart wrenching stories of local 
students’ experiences of racism at school 
during a community forum last February, 
the mother of two felt she had to act.

Green, who is white, felt that more 
could be done at schools across the city 
to encourage open and honest conversa-
tions about discrimination, racism and 
underrepresentation. With the help of  
about a dozen other Petaluma commu-
nity members, primarily parents and 
members of  underrepresented minori-
ties, TIDE was born February 2019. The 
fledgling organization, which stands for 
Team for Exclusivity, Diversity and Equi-
ty, has spent the last year reaching out to 
schools across the city.

“Hearing those testimonials back then, 
I was frustrated,” Green said. “I realized 
what really needed to happen is there 
needed to be groups to discuss these 
issues at each individual school.”

Six elementary schools currently have 
their own TIDE chapters, led by a school 
educator or administrator that represents 
the campus and voices specific needs and 
issues to the larger TIDE organization.

The roughly 17-member group has held 
six trainings so far with special emphasis 
on reaching school staff, educators and 
administrators. Training session titles 
have included “Advocating for Equi-
ty and Inclusion Work,” “Navigating 
Dissent and Establishing Sustainability,” 
and “Intersectional Allied Behavior.”

Trainings are free to teachers and 
school staff, $50 to $100 for other attend-
ees as well as a sliding scale option of  $10 
and up a person. While the trainings now 
regularly attract enough participants to 
meet their 50-person capacities, TIDE 
member Sarah Seitchik said they weren’t 
sure if  the group would even gain trac-
tion a year ago.

“At the first training we didn’t even 
know if  it would happen,” Seitchik said. “I 
put it all on my credit card and we crossed 
our fingers that people would show up.”

Seitchik said although the organization 
believes Petaluma has a serious commu-
nity issue regarding inclusion and equity, 
they also emphasize that they want to 
build partnerships throughout the com-
munity, not division.

“Some people say, why are you bringing 
up problems? And we’re not, we’re just 
talking about issues that affect people and 
students throughout Petaluma,” Seitchik 
said.

She said along with expanding trainings, 

outreach and establishing partnerships 
with groups and community members, 
TIDE wants to establish a presence in 
every Petaluma school. McNear Elemen-
tary School’s Principal Liza Eichert, who 
has been attending nearly all of TIDE’s 
trainings, pointed to building bridges 
to reach second language learners and 
students with varying gender identities as 
a primary goal. A new student TIDE group 
also launched at the school last week, its 
first meeting slated for late this month. 

Founder Jessica Musallam, parent to 
two McNear students, said about 50 chil-
dren signed up for the group. Students 
are to meet every few weeks at lunch 
time to play games, create art projects 
and engage in leadership activities 
geared toward recognizing and acting on 
equity, inclusion and kindness. 

“We can talk to our kids all we want 
about these values, but the best way for 
them to learn is to see bigger kids doing 
them on campus and learn through 
them,” Musallam said.

Teachers are also beginning to step 
into the parent-founded organization.

Loma Vista Immersion Academy 
teacher Chelsea Tran joined the group 
last November, eager to participate 
in a community organization that 
blends their interests in education and 
advancing social justice. Tran contrib-
utes their Spanish language skills for 
meeting translation and is a member of  
the group’s 5-member Advisory Board, 
which works to craft mission statements 
and goals as the organization continues 
to evolve and grow. The board group also 
includes members of  underrepresented 

and marginalized groups, and acts as a 
diverse sounding board and source of  
feedback for TIDE.

Despite the magnitude of  the change 
TIDE members are working toward, they 
are also placing significant energy on 
their current aspiration to establish a 
charter in each Petaluma School. Aside 
from the six schools TIDE is already work-
ing with, the organization is hoping to 
establish a line of  communication with all 
Petaluma schools by the end of  the year.

“I feel like equity work is work that 
teachers care about and want to be doing, 
but it’s not always easy to know how 
to do that,” Tran said. “TIDE has been 
working to give educators and other peo-
ple the tools to be introspective so that we 
can make the change in ourselves to be 
able to spread that in the community.”

Petaluma People Services Center is 
the group’s fiscal agent, acting as a guide 
and incubator. It’s a role the nonprofit 
often takes on when direct funding isn’t 
an option, offering instead its expertise 
in community outreach and services to 
guide fledgling groups forward. Along 
with weekly phone calls and monthly 
meetings, Petaluma People Services 
Center is also helping TIDE apply for a 
grant that could provide a stable source 
of  funds. The group will hold its first 
fundraising event early May. 

Executive Director Elece Hempel said 
this support is meant to not only bolster 
new community organizations, but also 
provide them with tools that will ensure 
long-term success and self-sufficiency.

“One of  the biggest issues with par-
ent-sponsored programs like TIDE is that 
they often lose the continuity that keeps 
them alive, like when a kid moves on to a 
different school and parent involvement 
changes,” Hempel said. “So, we’re help-
ing them to keep that continuity to make 
sure this great program is always viable.”

(Contact Kathryn Palmer at kathryn.
palmer@arguscourier.com)

Year-old TIDE organization 
hosts trainings for educators

By KATHRYN PALMER
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

PHOTOS BY CRISSY PASCUAL / ARGUS-COURIER STAFF 

Kindergartners at Loma Vista Immersion Academy, Liam Smith, Finnley Smith and Didier 
Valencia, right, play together outside the classroom during snack time on Feb. 7.

Petaluma TIDE founders Sarah Seitchik Se-
bastian, left, and Paige Green, right, talk with 
Tarah Fleming, who was leading a training 
called “Building Equity Literacy in Ourselves” 
at the Cavanagh Recreation Center.

Maestre Chelsea Tran, a 
Transitional Kindergarten 
teacher at Loma Vista 
Immersion Academy, 
has been participating 
in trainings offered by 
Petaluma TIDE (Team for 
Inclusivity, Diversity and 
Equity).  The organization 
hopes to help make all 
schools more safe, inclu-
sive and welcoming for 
everyone.
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a music teacher for Live Oak Charter 
School in Petaluma.

Fecskes is now reunited with his cello 
after months of  extensive repairs, grate-
ful for the support by a groundswell of  
generous friends and neighbors. But in 
those first few hours after the incident, 
he felt like he couldn’t catch a break. 

“I think 
I was still 
in shock,” 
Fecskes said, 
laughing at 
the absur-
dity of  his 
bad luck. “I 
unpacked 
things into 
my car in a 
daze, and I 
put the fin-
gerboard on 
the roof  of  
my car. As I 
drove away, 
I heard a 
slide and a 
clank, clank 
from my 
windows. 

Directly behind me was a garbage truck, 
and it ran over it.”

Although he can see the humor in it 
now more than a year on, it was an insult 
to injury.

When master maker and restorer Antho-
ny Lane looked at the cracked cello with 
a missing fingerboard in his workshop off 
Liberty Road in Petaluma, he asked, “are 
you sure you really want this fixed?” 

Fecskes was sure, entrusting the 

wreckage to the same man who per-
formed his first cello tuning while a stu-
dent at Sonoma High School years ago. 

So the delicate process began, taking 
Lane more than three months of  careful 
work to mend the crack, maintain the 
instrument’s integrity, replace miss-
ing pieces and smooth the varnish so 
perfectly that it looked as good as new. 
Lane, a 41-year veteran of  his craft, even 
employed physics to carefully measure 
the vibrations within the instrument, 
working to capture the same sounds that 
Fecskes connected with when he first 

chose the instrument.
“The challenge is to get it to sound as 

good, or better, than it sounded before,” 
Lane said. “He bought it because he 
likes its sound, so that’s really the most 
important goal.”

The cello sat in Lane’s workshop for 
approximately a year as Fecskes scraped 
together thousands of  dollars to spring it, 
finally reuniting with his beloved instru-
ment this past December.

But it’s not the only thing he received 
through Anthony Lane.  

Upon reconnecting with Lane and the 

interconnected community of  string 
musicians in the area, Fecskes also 
discovered Live Oak Charter School was 
looking for a music teacher. He began 
the position February 2019, taking on 
teaching full time as the school’s music 
director. He considers it the most reward-
ing point of  his career so far.

“I realized if  I had never broken this 
cello, I would have never reconnected 
with the Lane workshop, met these 200 
students in Petaluma, and gotten this job,” 
Fecskes said. “It’s all because of  the cello.”

(Contact Kathryn Palmer at kathryn.
palmer@arguscourier.com, on Twitter @
KathrynPlmr.)
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Michael Fecskes, a beloved music teacher at Live Oak School and in Sonoma, destroyed his 
cello a year ago. Daunted by the high cost of getting it repaired, his friends started a suc-
cessful Go Fund Me drive to help him pay for it.

Michael Fecskes works with students on 
Tuesday.

 
“I realized if I had 
never broken this 

cello, I would have 
never reconnected 

with the Lane 
workshop, met 

these 200 students 
in Petaluma, and 
gotten this job. It’s 
all because of the 

cello.”
—Michael Fecskes

to expedite and encourage 
affordable housing con-
struction across the state. 
Proposed developments 
in Petaluma must meet a 
number of  requirements 
to use the new process, 
including offering at least 
50% of  the proposed units 
at an affordable rate.

Unlike the standard 
process used to assess 
development, the law’s 
review framework notably 
exempts review under 
California Environmental 
Quality Act standards and 
do not typically require 
public notification and 
hearings.

Because the city has not 
met its RHNA affordable 
housing goals, developers 
are able to invoke the SB 
35 process. 

According to the 2018 
Annual Housing Report 
for Petaluma, the city met 
just 5% of  the RHNA tar-
gets for very low income 
units and 1% of  the low 
income unit targets. Out of  
750 building permits, the 
city issued a combined 27 
approvals for low and very 
low income units. The 
vast majority of  housing 
built in 2018 caters to those 
earning above moderate 
income, coming in at 207% 
of  the regional housing 
target. The report assess-
ing affordable housing 
progress in Petaluma 
throughout 2019 is expect-
ed sometime in April.

“We have a woeful 

record in creating af-
fordable housing and not 
meeting requirements,” 
City Councilman Kevin 
McDonnell said. “Five per-
cent is embarrassing. So 
because of  that, the state 
intervened, and I think the 
state is likely to continue 
to intervene.”

Mirroring larger state 
trends, 
Petaluma’s 
average 
income con-
tinues to rise 
as affordable 
housing 
construction 
progress 
stagnates. 
The Sono-
ma County 
Economic 
Develop-
ment Board 
reports 
Petaluma’s 
median household income 
in 2018 was $84,003, and is 
projected to grow 16% by 
2023.

In Petaluma, where 
housing development often 
attracts large and engaged 
crowds of  citizens to local 
meetings, the ability to 
sidestep public hearing 
and Planning Commission 
input presents a signif-
icant change. However, 
planning commissioners 
Tuesday expressed con-
cern over holding public 
forums over projects that 
invoke the new stream-
lined process if  they have 
no recourse to address 
them.

“I do think a lot of  
my fellow commission 
members have raised this 
issue that if  people come 
in here expecting to be 
heard, and then there’s no 
way to remedy what their 
concerns are, I think that’s 
kind of  presenting an 

awkward situation,” Com-
missioner Patrick Streeter 
said. He suggested instead 
an optional concept review 
procedure to allow for 
feedback and guidance. 

Planning commissioners 
also discussed their lack 
of  authority or input over 
subjective design criteria 
under the new process 

for the fast 
tracked de-
velopments.

Both 
MidPen 
Housing and 
Burbank 
Housing, 
two afford-
able housing 
develop-
ers with 
development 
history in 
Petaluma, 
pledged to 
keep their 

processes transparent 
despite relaxed require-
ments over public forums 
and Planning Commission 
hearings.

Councilman McDonnell 
indicated this was a point 
that city staff will continue 
to find a solution for as the 
first few developers begin 
to invoke the fast track 
process.

“We have to find that 
public forum,” McDonnell 
said. “If  it’s not at our 
Planning Commission, 
then where is it?”

Planning Manager 
Heather Hines said the 
city doesn’t yet have an ap-
plication from a developer 
for the new state-mandat-
ed process, encouraging 
more conversation over 
how to incorporate public 
input.

(Contact Kathryn Palmer 
at kathryn.palmer@argus-
courier.com, on Twitter @
KathrynPlmr.)
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“We have a woeful 
record in creating 

affordable housing 
and not meeting 

requirements. 
Five percent is 
embarrassing.”

—City Councilman  
Kevin McDonnell

Corona Station vote delayed

The official vote on the convoluted 
Corona Station land swap and housing 
development that would add hundreds 
of  housing units and open the door 
to a second SMART station has been 
postponed a second time. City Manager 
Peggy Flynn said it will return to city 
council at the Feb. 24 city council meet-
ing, after the Feb. 10 special meeting was 
canceled. 

The Monday meeting was also sched-
uled to introduce a resolution authoriz-
ing the city to begin negotiations with 
Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit over 
the future east side Corona Station. 
The city has indicated it will provide $2 
million toward the station’s construc-
tion. That item will also be heard at the 
council meeting later this month.

The Corona Station project proposes a 
110-unit housing project at the corner of  
North McDowell Boulevard and Corona 
Road. Approval of  that development will 
also greenlight a 400-unit apartment 
complex behind the existing downtown 
SMART station as part of  a private 
agreement between the Corona parcel’s 
developer.

Another agreement, this one with 
SMART, would deliver the rail agency 
crucial parking space for the east side 
station along with needed revenue. 
These elements would essentially open 
the door for SMART to begin building.

The labyrinthine development pro-
posal was slated for a vote at the Jan. 27 
meeting. However, council chose to take 
a straw vote instead, giving a developer 
time to include more affordable hous-
ing units in the downtown apartment 
project.

The tally was 5-2, with Mayor Teresa 
Barrett and Vice Mayor D’Lynda Fisch-
er indicating they will not support the 
development, citing in part the Corona 
Station project’s single-family design for 
their decision.

6 DUI crashes in 10 days

Petaluma Police reported a recent 
uptick in DUI collisions, with six such 
incidents in an 10-day stretch from Jan. 
30 to Feb. 8.

Early on the morning of  Jan. 30, a 
driver, who had been drinking in down-
town Petaluma, crashed their vehicle 
into a parked car on D Street. The next 
day, at 2:15 a.m., a driver struck two util-
ity poles near Samuel Drive, police said.

On Feb. 5, at 5:58 a.m. a driver struck a 
parked vehicle in the 800 block of  Wood 
Sorrell Drive.

Two other collisions happened 20 
minutes apart, both involving drivers 
leaving HenHouse Brewing Company. 
On Feb. 6, at 6:09 p.m., a driver leaving 
Henhouse crashed on Corona Road, 
then at 6:32 p.m., another driver leaving 
Henhouse hit a parked vehicle in the 
1300 block of  North McDowell Boule-
vard.

On Feb. 8 at 2:48 a.m., a 19-year-old 
driver struck a parked vehicle on Hayes 
Lane near Belle View Avenue.

In four out of  the six collisions the 
driver was injured, police said. No other 
drivers or pedestrians were struck by 
the drivers.

Petaluma averages one DUI collision 
every week, police said. In 2019, there 
were 59 DUI collisions, where one of  the 
involved drivers were arrested for DUI.

Salvation Army canteen truck

The Salvation Army has posted a 
mobile kitchen canteen truck to the 
Petaluma Salvation Army Corps, which 
officials said could be used when Petalu-
ma becomes a hub for evacuees. 

Anyone interested in becoming 
certified in food handling, first aid or 
disaster preparedness should contact 
Major Mitham Clement at 541-736-6903. 
The Petaluma S.A. is looking at monthly 
classes at 721 S. McDowell Blvd.

 ■ NEWS BRIEFS  ■

POLICE LOG
Here are some of the cases the Pet-
aluma police responded to recently. 
The Argus-Courier publishes the 
names of people arrested for serious 
crimes such as those involving physi-
cal injury, property loss or damage of 
property, including burglary, battery, 
vandalism and drunken driving. Peo-
ple who are found innocent or who 
have charges dropped may contact 
the Argus-Courier to have follow-up 
information published.  Petaluma Po-
lice reported the following incidents.
Wednesday, Feb. 5
There were no felony arrests in 
town on this date. Good job, 
Petaluma!
Thursday, Feb. 6

 ■ 6:09 p.m.: Valentina Gomez, 
24, of Petaluma, was cited at 
Corona Road and Sonoma 
Mountain Parkway for driving 
under the influence of alcohol.

 ■ 6:32 p.m.: Terri L. Frongia, 
63, of Petaluma, was cited on 
N. McDowell Blvd. for driving 
under the influence of alcohol.

 ■ 10:39 p.m.: Richard C. 
Hilden, 55, of Petaluma, was 
arrested on Acorn Circle for 
felony, domestic violence assault 
with injury. 
Friday, Feb. 7

 ■ 9:05 a.m.: James E. Wilen, 
52, of Petaluma, was arrested 
on Wilson Street for trespass-

ing and occupying a property 
without consent. 

 ■ 11:00 a.m.: a 12-year-old 
Petaluma juvenile was cited 
for posession of a weapon at 
school.
Saturday, Feb. 8 

 ■ 12:16 a.m.: A 13-year-old 
Petaluma juvenile was arrested 
on Evergreen Lane for misde-
meanor battery on a person.

 ■ 9:40 p.m.: Juan C. Ruiz-Ri-
vera, 40, of Vallejo, was arrested 
at First and D Street for driving 
under the influence of alcohol. 

 ■ 9:53 p.m.: Marciano 
Flores-Velsco, 53, of Petaluma, 
was arrested on E. Washington 
Street for driving under the 
influence of alcohol.
Sunday, Feb. 9

 ■ 7:31 p.m.: Bruce E. Adams, 
47, of Petaluma, was arrested 
for public intoxication.
Monday, Feb. 10

 ■ 3:27 p.m.: Justin R. Huff, 45, 
of San Francisco, was arrested 
on E. Washington Street for mis-
demeanor battery on a person.
Tuesday, Feb. 11

 ■ 11:00 a.m.: A 16-year-old 
Petaluma Juvenile was cited at 
Casa Grande High School for 
being a minor in posession of 
cannabis on school grounds 
during school hours.

Life Tributes
IN THIS SECTION
TEEVAN, Dr. Richard C.

Delmar, NY: Dr. Richard C.
Teevan, age 86, passed away on
June 3, 2006, in his beloved home
in Delmar New York. Born in
Shelton, Connecticut into a large
family of eleven, he remained
close to his siblings throughout
his life. He served in World War
II, earning the rank of Captain
as a pilot in the Army-Air Force.
During a mission his plane was
shot down over Germany, where
he spent the later years of the
war as a POW. After the war he
married Virginia A. Stehle, who
also served in the military as a
Navy RN. He attended Wesleyan
University where he earned a B.A.
with honors, as well as a Senior
Research Prize, Sigma Xi and
Phi Beta Kappa memberships.
He then attended the University
of Michigan where he earned an
M.A., and a Ph.D. in Psychology.
He became a Psychology Profes-
sor, teaching at such prestigious
schools as Smith College, Bucknell
University and SUNY Albany –
where he was also the Chairman
of the Psychology Department for
six years. During his tenure as
a full Professor, he published 9
books and over 67 Journal and

Technical reports. Although he
actively contributed to research in
his field, his true love was working
with student instructors - guiding
them to become effective teachers.
He was honored to receive “The
Lindback Award” at Bucknell Uni-
versity in 1966 for distinguished
teaching as well as an award
for “inspirational teaching”. He
will be remembered as a bright,
engaging, intense man who loved
reading, music and his family.
He is survived by four children,
ten grandchildren and three
great-grandchildren.
“Master of All He Surveys”
…caption placed under Dick’s
High School Year Book picture by
his fellow students.

Dr. Richard C. Teevan

For information on how to submit
a Life Tribute:

We regret that we cannot accept handwritten
notices or take submissions by phone.

• Visit our submission web page at

www.pressdemocrat.com/news/obits

• Call (707) 526-8694 to talk to our

Life Tributes specialist

• Send an e-mail to

LifeTributes@pressdemocrat.com
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Opinion
Argus Courier

Overdue 
river funds 
here at last

After a seemingly endless string of  
disappointing headlines out of  Wash-
ington, finally some good news: We have 
received funding to dredge the Petaluma 
River.

Just let that sink in for a moment.
The $9.7 million in U.S. Army Corps of  

Engineers funding is 13 years overdue, 
and the river has become nearly unnav-
igable in places. For reclaiming the wa-
terway for commercial and recreational 
boat traffic, which will significantly im-
prove Petaluma’s economy, we need to 
thank the tireless efforts of  our elected 
officials, including Rep. Jared Huffman 
and Mayor Teresa Barrett.

For years, Huffman has lobbied the 
Corps to include the Petaluma River 
dredging project in its annual work plan. 
The federal agency, which has tradition-
ally kept the river clear of  mud and silt 
every four years, hasn’t dredged here 
since 2003.

In the past year, Barrett became inti-
mately involved, investing considerable 
political capital in the effort. A strong 
advocate for the river, Barrett gathered 
thousands of  signatures in the mayor’s 
“Dredge Pledge,” which she personally 
delivered to the regional Corps of  Engi-
neer’s chief  on a tour she hosted with 
Huffman last summer.

The dredging project, which is set to 
kick off later this year, will improve the 
river and the city in several ways.

First, recreational boats, including 
yachts and small craft like kayaks and 
canoes, will have an easier time navigat-
ing the river once it is devoid of  sand-
bars and shoals. The lack of  dredging 
has forced the Petaluma Yacht Club in 
recent years to cancel events, includ-
ing the Lighted Boat Parade, a holiday 
tradition.

These events bring tourists to town, 
who spend money at local shops and 
restaurants. The Petaluma Small Craft 
Center, which is under construction in 
the Turning Basin, will be another tour-
ist draw, renting out human-powered 
craft for visitors to enjoy the river free 
of  debris.

Second, commercial shipping on the 
river, which dates back to the founding 
of  Petaluma, can resume at capacity. 
Local company Lind Marine has been 
forced to send its barges at 30% of  capac-
ity in the shallow river, requiring more 
trips and eating into its bottom line.

Each barge takes 320 trucks off the 
road, so the more commerce we can send 
to the greater Bay Area via the river 
means less traffic on Highway 101 and 
fewer greenhouse gas emissions.

Finally, the dredged river will work in 
concert with the $40 million in flood pro-
tection measures that have taken place 
on the upper Petaluma River. All of  the 
terracing and floodwalls designed to pro-
tect the city and move water down river 
will only lead to flooding downtown un-
til the silt and debris are removed from 
the lower river.

The $9.7 million has bought Petaluma 
four years of  smooth sailing. But this 
experience has taught us that we need 
to be self  reliant. We should not count 
on the feds to maintain the river on a 
dependable cycle.

While we applaud our leaders for 
getting this dredging project funded, we 
must continue to look at creative ways to 
fund future dredging work.

Petaluma’s economy stands to 
greatly benefit after Corps of 
Engineers dredges river this year

EDITORIAL

Healthy development
EDITOR: I’m in health care, not city 

planning. Still, I was taken aback at the 
Jan. 27 City Council meeting when the 
council seemed poised to approve the 
housing project at Corona.

I was struck by how the future health 
of  our community will be shaped by 
the development decisions made at 
Petaluma City Hall. While health care 
is important to public health, it is not 
a strong determinant. Environmental 
and social factors have twice the impact 
on the risk of  premature death when 
compared to health care.

Our community can choose to build 
an environment that promotes healthy 
and sustainable living, creating safe 
spaces for people of  all ages to play, 
walk, bike, and use public transporta-
tion, while increasing access to import-
ant goods and services. Or we can allow 
this project to move forward as is: a de-
parture from the general plan with more 
single-family housing and entitlements 
to reduce the amount of  low-income 
housing and perpetuate institutionalized 
segregation.

This is my community. It is where 
I work, live, and raise my family. We 
are more interconnected than ever and 
these decisions will have lasting impacts 
on the well-being of  all who live in our 
community. I hope our city leaders 
implement the values and vision as 
depicted on the wall in their chambers: 
sustainability, justice, safety, and inclu-
sivity. I will be watching to see if  they 
bend to accommodate outside interests 
or listen to the voice of  the community.

Jessicca Moore
Petaluma

President did nothing 
wrong?

EDITOR: The President did nothing 
wrong. This is the mantra we hear from 
his supporters and the President himself.

If  you have your hands in the cookie 
jar but do not get to enjoy the cookie 
because you are caught, were you still 
wrong? Or is your mother wrong for 
restricting you from eating her cookies?

Is it wrong to break the law? Do truth 
and facts still matter? Does the sun rise 
in the east and set in the west? Is the sky 
still blue?

If  the President did nothing wrong 
why does he block witnesses from 
testifying, and if  he has nothing to hide 
why does he not release his taxes as he 

promised he would?
I really would like to know.

Vera Steinfels 
Petaluma

Bicoastal puzzling
EDITOR: Although we are siblings 18 

years apart in age, my brother, Ben Ben-
son and I spent our early years enjoying 
The New York Times puzzles with our 
parents every Sunday as a family.

My brother has a progressively 
disabling eye disease and now, even 
with a magnifying glass, the process has 
become too tedious. Six years ago we 
started puzzling together on the phone 
cross country. I read out the clues, and 
with his uncanny audio memory and 
superpowers he can visualize the layout 
and we solve the puzzles together. I first 
used the newspaper copy, then got the 
online subscription and now I use the 
app on my phone.

Puzzling has brought us closer to-
gether as we keep up on family and life 
events, laugh, reminisce, learn, think 
outside the box, and exercise our brains.

Ben remembers those rivers in 
Europe, Roman numerals, sports and 
history. I’m all in for pop culture. It’s a 
perfect partnership. We agreed to set 
politics aside because we’d rather have 
the fun of  puzzling.

We have completed over 1,200 archived 
Thursday puzzles over the last six years 
working our way up to the present day. 
We have even inspired my husband 
and his brother in Wisconsin to puzzle 
together a few days a week.

At this rate we will be out of  Thursday 
puzzles in about 20 years when we are on 
the far side of  100 years old. That’s 120 
years of  puzzling between us. 

Laura Benson Sunday  
Petaluma

Progressive votes
EDITOR: Thanks to Mayor Teresa 

Barrett for her insightful and powerful 
effort to protect the citizens of  Petaluma 
from the potential disaster of  the Sid 
Commons project. By citing an exemp-
tion provided in AB3194 that refers 
to probable harm, in this case, due to 
predicted stronger storms, including 
atmospheric rivers, flooding and inevi-
table earthquakes, she provided the city 
attorney and other council members a 
path and the reason to deny this project.

■ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■
Hospitals are critically 

important community 
institutions. The vital 

role played by the 80-bed Petalu-
ma Valley Hospital is regularly 
illuminated by the lives that are 
saved there every week.

During the horrific wild-
fires of  the last few years, the 
hospital was the only one in 
the county that consistently 
remained open to provide 
life-saving services, deliver 
babies and treat injuries. And 
although 62% of  Petaluma res-
idents are currently insured by 
Kaiser Permanente, which has 
facilities in Santa Rosa and San 
Rafael, if  you suffer a serious 
health care crisis you are going 
to want to get to the PVH emer-
gency room as soon as possible.

Yet the dramatic and often 
unpredictable changes in health 
care nationwide are causing 
hospitals to close, including one 
in Sebastopol that was recently 
shuttered and reopened as a 
long-term acute care facility. 
Keeping that from happening 
here is the primary responsibil-
ity of  the Petaluma Health Care 
District, a public agency with 
five elected representatives 
and a small staff. Their job is to 
guarantee the continuance of  
the high-quality emergency and 
acute care services at the hospi-
tal which many of  us wrongly 
take for granted.  

Following the expiration of  
a 20-year lease management 
agreement with St. Joseph 
Health in 2017, negotiations 
aimed at having the Catholic 
healthcare provider continue 
operating the hospital broke 
down over financial terms and 
St. Joseph’s decision to dis-
continue providing women’s 
reproductive health services, 
which are at odds with the insti-
tution’s religious precepts.

The district subsequently 
launched a robust search for 
a new operator but that failed 
when no qualified applicants 
came forward. Hope was 
renewed last year when St. 
Joseph announced it was nego-
tiating with Adventist Health to 
form a new joint operating com-
pany that would have solved the 
matter of  how to offer women’s 
reproductive healthcare locally 
since Adventist lacked any re-
ligious opposition to providing 
such services.

But last October, Attorney 
General Xavier Becerra, for 
reasons entirely unclear, de-
cided to quash the St. Joseph/
Adventist merger, thus throw-

See Hospital, A7

PULSE OF PETALUMA

A majority of  respondents to an on-
line Argus-Courier poll said they would 
not vote for Measure G, a half-cent sales 
tax increase that would support Sonoma 
County fire agencies.

Here are some comments:

  ■ “A local community receives the 
level of  fire protection that it is willing 
to pay for. Why should south county 
residents pay for north county fire pro-
tection that those north county residents 
are unwilling to pay for themselves?”

  ■ “As a 30-plus year local firefighter 
I’m voting no simply because it’s a scare 
tactic to get more of  our tax money. 
Nothing about this tax will prevent the 
fires that have occurred. We have plenty 
of  resources already, only no firefighters 
are allowed to publicly admit it.”

  ■ “Here we go again. As soon as 
there’s a problem like the fires, the fire 
agency takes hold of  the opportunity to 
try to get you for more of  your money. 

No more taxes. Enough already.”

  ■ “Only idiots will vote against this, 
claiming fiscal responsibility or some-
thing.”

  ■ “I would vote for the tax if  it were 
going directly to fire service. Instead it 
will go to the board of  supervisors to 
dole out to fire districts. The board of  
supervisors are doing such a great job 
they want more control.”

  ■ “No more tax measures until the 
city and state learn how to manage their 
money on special pet projects that do not 
serve everyone.”

  ■ “Of all proposed spending plans, 
it would be foolish to withhold support 
from this one.”

  ■ “The measure is very simplistic and 
lacks details such as downturn in the 
local economy, accounting for inflation, 
increase in pension cost, and end date.” 

for the funding rather than forever.”

  ■ “The money will just get squan-
dered.”

  ■ “We are losing great firefighters 
all the time because other local depart-
ments are not only better equipped, but 
they pay their firefighters better.”

  ■ “Too many districts, too many 
chiefs and it is a forever tax.”

Poll: No on Measure G for firefighters
LAST WEEK’S POLL: 
MEASURE G
Will you vote for Measure G for Sonoma 
County fire agencies? Here are the results:

No           45 70.3%
Yes  19 29.7%

THIS WEEK’S QUESTION
 ■ Which Democratic presidential candidate 

do you prefer? To participate in this week’s 
online poll, go to petaluma360.com.

 ■ To see results of previous online polls and 
read comments, visit petaluma360.com.

Pulse of Petaluma poll results reflect senti-
ments of persons participating in the online 
poll the previous week, and are not intend-
ed as a statistically valid representation of 
public sentiment on any given issue.

Petaluma Valley Hospital 
future is still muddled, but 
solution may be near

A foggy 
forecast for 
hospital

See Letters, A7

YOUR REPRESENTATIVES

PETALUMA CITY COUNCIL: 11 English 
St., Petaluma 94952. ci.petaluma.ca.us, 
778-4345. 
Teresa Barrett, mayor, 935-0846 
Dave King, 778-4552
Mike Healy, 762-8768 
Gabe Kearney, 778-4521
Kathy Miller, 778-4524
Kevin McDonnell, 778-4525 
D’Lynda Fischer, 775-4483

PETALUMA SCHOOL BOARD: 200 
Douglas St., Petaluma 94952.  
petalumacityschools.org, 778-4604. 
Sheldon Gen, 778-4604
Ellen Webster, 778-4604
Caitlin Quinn, 962-8733 
Joanna Paun, 415-302-9881
Mady Cloud, 763-9330
PETALUMA HEALTH CARE DISTRICT 
BOARD: 1425 N. McDowell Blvd. Ste. 103, 
Petaluma 94954, phcd.org, 285-2143,  
Fax: 285-2277. Email: scochrane@phcd.org
Elece Hempel 
Fran Adams 
Gabriella Ambrosi 
Crista Barnett Nelson 
Jeffrey Tobias

Community Matters
John Burns
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I was hopeful that she had found a way out of  this 
mess, but the city attorney, as well as attorneys on the 
council, soon deflated that hope.

The voting shows a council majority of  four and often 
of  five, who accept short term fixes in place of  a larger 
vision or direction.

In two consecutive meetings, this council majority 
has voted to override the Planning Commission. First 
on the Corona Station issue and most recently on the 
Sid Commons issue. In both cases, it seems apparent 
that the desire for some housing, for some development, 
was more important than long term goals or standing 
firm for a better future for our city.

Both of  these projects were approved by this council 
majority after overruling the Planning Commission. 
Both of  these projects are in landlocked locations which 
absolutely will increase auto traffic on already crowded 
thoroughfares. While the Corona Station project may 
meet the minimum affordable housing criteria, the Sid 
Commons project is at 10% rather than 15% with no 
additional in-lieu fees.  

I feel encouraged by the valiant and sincere efforts of  
our Mayor and Vice Mayor D’Lynda Fischer who voted 
with her. They have the best interests of  our adopted 
city of  Petaluma in mind. I remain supportive of  your 
leadership and ever hopeful for opportunities for an 
equally progressive council. 

Jerry Wilkinson
Petaluma

SMART debate
EDITOR: I think I am typical of  most Sonoma and 

Marin County residents in that I receive every day two 
expensive brochures, one touting Measure I (SMART 
tax) and one against. At my house those brochures go 
immediately from my mailbox to the trash container. 
The claims made in those brochures are one-sided and 
are therefore not to be believed. Sonoma and Marin 
residents are a well-educated constituency unlikely to 
be swayed by biased arguments. 

I would like to see the proponents and opponents 
debate the matter live. This could be done easily by 
filming videos of  the debates and showing them on You-
Tube. Then all I would need to get in the mail would be 

a postcard telling me where to find those videos.
In addition, “town halls” could be held in various 

cities where residents would have the opportunity to 
directly question those pro and con. Both of  these sug-
gestions would not only be less expensive than mailing 
pretty brochures every day, but truly informative.

Without the ability to get information from direct 
sources, I advise voting no on Measure I.

Michael Burwen
Petaluma

SMART and bikes
EDITOR: I have ridden regional and local bus ser-

vices for many decades. At times I could not bring my 
bike on my trip.

Our county bus systems and Golden Gate Transit 
only accommodate two to three bikes, and if  you are the 
fourth rider with a bike, you may not make it home with 
your bike. I was delighted when the SMART train began 
service with its in-train bicycle facilities which allow 24 
bikes on the train.

The SMART train has always accommodated my bike 
just as it has thousands of  passengers’ bikes, scooters, 
wheelchairs, and other micro-mobility devices each and 
every day. As of  Nov. 30, 2019, SMART has accommo-
dated over 159,653 bikes and 6,087 wheelchairs since it 
began service Aug. 25, 2017.

I will always support and vote for all transit mea-
sures, including for local or regional buses, trains and 
ferry, as they are needed to extend and improve transit 
service. In order to retain SMART’s current service 
level and beyond, I will vote yes on Measure I, the quar-
ter-cent tax extension.

Sheila Baker
Petaluma

Pelosi’s prayer for Trump
EDITOR: Speaker of  the House, Nancy Pelosi, has 

publicly stated that she prays for President Donald 
Trump. I am confident that her prayers are efficacious, 
so I am offering another oration to her prayer book with 
the intention of  helping Donald Trump. It is based on 
the historic prayer of  St. Francis of  Assisi. 

Lord, make him an instrument of  your peace,
Where he has hatred (toward Muslims and minori-

ties), let him sow love;
Where he feels injured (those who disagree with him 

or vote against him), pardon:
Where there is doubt (regarding Senator Romney’s 

conscience), faith;
Where there is despair (the locked-up children), hope;
Where there is darkness (his income tax returns), 

light;
Where innocent women experience sadness (victims 

of  misogyny), joy.
O Divine Master, grant that he may not so much seek 

to be consoled as to console; to be understood as to 
understand; to be loved as to love.

Stephen P. Collins
Petaluma

Thanks to Huffman
EDITOR: Australia is a haven for biodiversity, con-

taining roughly 5% of  all species on earth. This diver-
sity is now in peril, however, as the wildfires raging 
for the past nine months have destroyed more than 25 
million acres of  land and killed an estimated 1 billion 
animals, potentially driving several species to extinc-
tion.

This tragedy underscores the pressing need for 
American lawmakers to make every effort to protect 
imperiled wildlife, both here and abroad, from a global 
extinction crisis. Fortunately, Rep. Jared Huffman 
(D-San Rafael) is among the lawmakers leading the 
charge for conservation.

He consistently voices his support for the Endangered 
Species Act, our nation’s strongest tool for bringing 
species back from the brink of  extinction. The ESA has 
come under attack in recent years; last year, the Trump 
administration finalized three new regulations that 
have severely weakened the law.

In response to such destructive policy changes, Huff-
man expressed support at a recent House committee 
meeting for the “Protect America’s Wildlife and Fish in 
Need of  Conservation Act” (PAW and FIN Conservation 
Act), which would reverse the recent changes limiting 
ESA protections.

Thank you, Congressman Huffman, for fighting to 
ensure that all species have a future. 

Cathy Liss
Animal Welfare Institute President

Letters Continued from A6

ing the future of  Petaluma’s hospital 
into further disarray. Ironically, Becerra 
issued a brief  statement that the pro-
posed deal would have limited “access 
and availability of  health care services,” 
while it would, in fact, have had just the 
opposite effect. 

While St. Joseph has continued to op-
erate the hospital on an interim basis, the  
facility’s uncertain future has hampered 
physician recruitment, employee reten-
tion and capital investment. It’s also add-
ed increased complexity to the ongoing 
labor negotiations with nurses seeking a 
new contract for pay and benefits.

So, is there any good news here? 
Possibly. According to Ramona Faith, 
CEO of  the PHCD, the district recently 
received a “letter of  intent” from St. Jo-
seph and its parent company, Providence 
Health, proposing that a Providence 
affiliate manage Petaluma’s hospital. 
That company, Western Health Connect, 
was described to PHCD as a Washing-
ton-based “organization that manages 
other-than-Catholic hospitals for Provi-

dence/St. Joseph Health and will create a 
California subsidiary that would manage 
and operate PVH.” The proposal assures 
that PVH would maintain all existing 
services and that “obligations of  existing 
labor relationships will be honored and 
assumed.” 

After doing a little research, I learned 
that Providence, also a Catholic hospital 
system, created Western Health Connect 
as a separate entity when it affiliated 
with Swedish Health Services, a secular 
hospital organization in Seattle providing 
women’s reproductive services, in 2012. 
It is located in the same building that 
houses the headquarters of  Providence 
Health in Renton, Washington. 

Faith told me this week that she is 
cautiously optimistic about the new 
proposal but needs more information. To 
get that, the district has hired a business 
and financial consultant familiar with 
the vagaries of  health care systems to 
thoroughly research the opportunity 
and guide district negotiations towards 
a prospective new hospital management 
contract.

Ultimately, voters in and around Peta-
luma will need to weigh in on the matter 

of  the hospital’s future since, by law, the 
local electorate must ratify whatever 
agreement is forged by their district 
representatives.

Next week, Faith said she and her 
board will meet to evaluate the offer. 
However, she is keeping “all other op-
tions” on the table, including the pros-
pect of  securing a management agree-
ment with another operator. If  history is 
any guide, the likelihood of  that happen-
ing is not very promising, but the effort 
must be made.  

The Providence/St. Joe’s proposal 
makes sense for a host of  reasons, not 
the least of  which is to finally resolve the 
nettlesome problem over how to provide 
women’s reproductive health services, 
primarily tubal ligations. The Western 
Heath Connect solution has enabled 
Catholic and non-Catholic hospitals to 
operate successfully in Washington for 
many years, so it certainly deserves seri-
ous consideration here in Petaluma.

This assumes, of  course, that Attorney 
General Becerra doesn’t decide to screw 
it up again. In addition to derailing plans 
for the future of  Petaluma’s hospital, the 
AG’s decision preventing the merger be-

tween Adventist and St. Joseph resulted 
in the closure last month of  the mater-
nity ward at the Adventist hospital in St. 
Helena, further disproving his theory 
that preventing such mergers enhances 
patient access to health services. 

So, once again, there is hope for the 
future of  Petaluma’s hospital which con-
tinues to provide exemplary health care 
services to residents here.

The people responsible for oversee-
ing and operating health care facilities 
live in very complicated times. Soaring 
costs and dwindling revenue streams, 
coupled with economic uncertainties 
and ever-shifting national health care 
budgets make operating a hospital today 
an extraordinarily difficult proposition.

As such, we all owe a huge debt of  
gratitude to St. Joseph employees. We 
should also thank the PHCD board 
members, past and present, including 
board president Elece Hempel, who have 
dedicated seemingly endless volunteer 
hours ensuring that a full-service hospi-
tal continues to operate in Petaluma.  

(John Burns is former publisher of  the 
Petaluma Argus-Courier. He can be reached 
at john.burns@arguscourier.com.)

Hospital Continued from A6

community know the Petaluma River is 
open for business,” Fishman said.

Petaluma Mayor Teresa Barrett said 
she was “over the moon” when the city 
was told the dredging project would be 
included in the upcoming federal civil 
works budget.

She had collected nearly 3,700 signa-
tures last summer to make a symbolic 
strong showing of  support for dredging 
when Lt. Col. John Cunningham of  the 
Army Corps made a visit to Petaluma 
and saw the dire state of  the river. More 
than 100 residents assembled at docks 
along the river and held signs to show 
support as a small pontoon boat made 
its way from the Turning Basin to the 
Petaluma Marina.

“I couldn’t be happier,” Barrett said. 
“This is exactly what Petaluma needs 
right now and certainly what our river 
needs.”

Conditions along the river channel have 
increasingly deteriorated in recent years. 
Built up sediment has trapped numerous 
boats attempting to navigate the mud-
filled water during low tide, and barges 
hauling cargo have opted for lighter loads 
to ensure they reach their destination.

As a result, the river’s commercial ton-
nage, a key metric for prioritizing federal 
projects, has steadily declined, Sonoma 
County Supervisor David Rabbitt said. He 
likened it to a “self-fulfilling prophecy” that 
made federal dollars harder to attract.

Petaluma-based Lind Marine, one of  
the biggest material haulers on the West 
Coast, lowered the tonnage on each barge 
by as much as 30%, President Christian 
Lind said. Each ship hauls the equivalent 
of  320 trucks.

“Every ton we can get on the barges to 
get up here is another truck that stays off 
the highway and out of  our way,” Lind 
said. “This will allow us to maximize 

our cargo capacities and use (the river) 
properly.”

Over the years, $43 million has been 
poured into curbing flood control risks 
along the river, and local officials feared 
those projects could be undone.

“Extremely happy for the Petaluma 
and south county community,” Rabbitt 
said. “It makes a huge difference, and we 
can move forward with all the other flood 

control issues to keep the river navigable 
and silt fee.”

The Army Corps invested $600,000 two 
years ago in preliminary work tied to 
dredging, commissioning a hydrographic 
survey, performing sediment testing and 
pursuing the necessary permits. Petaluma 
officials began preparing for their share 
of  the project then and established the 
local deposit site at Shollenberger Park.

But the Army Corps passed on the 
project in 2019, dealing another blow that 
further hindered boat-related tourism 
and stifled recreation despite the con-
struction of  two highly-anticipated rental 
sites for small boats and kayaks near the 
Petaluma River Turning Basin down-
town.

For Huffman, dredging the Petaluma 
River has been a priority for seven years. 
While Monday’s announcement did pro-
vide a sense of  relief, the congressman 
acknowledged the river and other small 
harbors in the North Bay still need to 
find a sustainable model for river mainte-
nance going forward.

“We do need to finish that private-pub-
lic partnership, get it authorized, get it 
funded,” Huffman said. “I think there’s 
going to be a lot of  activity on that front.”

Huffman said unlocking additional 
money from the harbor maintenance 
trust fund, receiving support from fellow 
Democrat U.S. Rep. Peter DeFazio of  
Oregon, the House transportation and 
infrastructure committee chair, and the 
tireless advocacy of  the Petaluma com-
munity all “aligned to get us the win.”

Dredging Continued from A1

BETH SCHLANKER / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Rep. Jared Huffman speaks Aug. 2 in front of a crowd including Petaluma Mayor Teresa Bar-
rett and Army Corps of Engineers Lt. Col. John D. Cunningham before a tour of the Petaluma 
River to discuss dredging and potential solutions to the long term maintenance of the river.

started in the fall and is set to wrap up 
this month.

The treatments sapped her energy and 
she had to take time off from her work at 
a market research firm, which was very 
supportive, she said. Her biggest fear, 
though, was losing her brunette locks, a 
typical side effect of  chemotherapy.

“I was worried that I wouldn’t look like 
mom to my kids if  I didn’t have my hair,” 
she said. “The thought of  keeping my 
hair gave me something to hold onto. It 
was the hope that I wouldn’t look like a 
cancer patient.”

At a cancer support group, she learned 
about a new device called a DigniCap, 
which cools the scalp and allows patients 
to keep their hair. 

Kaiser San Rafael happened to be the 
first hospital in the Kaiser system to 

use the device made by Dignitana. Mary 
Alice Nolan, manager of  the cancer 
program at Kaiser San Rafael, said the 
device is easy to use and helps patients 
hang on to their dignity.

“When you get breast cancer, you feel 
out of  control,” said Nolan, who was part 
of  Morris’s care team. “You lose your self  
esteem. When you look at your self  in the 
mirror, it’s a daily reminder that you have 
cancer. If  you can save your hair, people 
can’t tell that you have cancer. It’s an 
incredible thing you can do for a patient.”

Sothy Lam, a registered nurse who 
worked with Morris, said she was anx-
ious at first, but took to the treatment 
well after the first session. He said that 
her husband and other family mem-
bers stayed with her during the 5-hour 
sessions.

“She had a good support network,” 
Lam said. “The first day is always the 
hardest, like the first day of  school. Once 

she got the routine down, she was fine.”
Morris said hair thinned, but she kept 

about 70% of  it. But the system is not 
cheap. An elective treatment, it’s not 

covered by Kaiser’s insurance and runs 
about $1,500 to $1,800 out of  pocket. Nolan 
said advocates are working to get Kaiser 
to cover the DigniCap.

When she first learned that she was 
cancer-free, Morris said she put on some 
music and had a dance party with her 
family. She’s regained her energy and 
has taken up walking and jogging on 
trails around her east Petaluma house.

Now, approaching the 1-year anniver-
sary of  her diagnosis, Morris is planning 
a much more celebratory Valentine’s 
Day, which happens to be her mother-in-
law’s 70th birthday, when the family will 
gather for a big dinner.

“We have a lot to celebrate this year,” 
she said. “I feel like I am a changed per-
son. I have a new sense of  gratitude. Life 
is for living. You never know what can 
happen.”

(Contact Matt Brown at matt.brown@
arguscourier.com.)

Cancer Continued from A1

Allison Morris, left, with husband Steve and 
their three children. After being diagnosed 
with breast cancer last Valentine’s Day, Mor-
ris is now cancer free.
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Petaluma veteran spotlight: Irving Baker, age 100

In a life that has 
spanned 100 years, Irving 
Baker has experienced 
some amazing events and 
also a few close calls. He 
was born Feb. 5, 1920 in 
Rock Island, Illinois to a 
family of  Carriage makers. 
At the age of  4 he almost 
lost his life to a ruptured 
appendix.

Baker watched the boom 
of  the 20s quickly turn to 
the bust of  the 30s with 
the great depression. At 
age 10 Baker’s family lost 
everything. 

Having grown up in 
proximity to great bodies 
of  water his decision to 
join the Navy was an easy 
one. The war in Europe 
was underway and Baker 
had sensed America’s in-
volvement was forthcom-
ing. In 1941 Japan attacked 
Pearl Harbor. A month 
later Baker found himself  
serving in the Pacific.

He was assigned to the 
war ship “YMS 73” as an 
engineer and spotter for 
an anti-aircraft gun team. 
The ship was assigned 
to sweep mines laid by 
enemy submarines and 
utilized to escort Allied 
tankers. 

Baker participated in 
Battle of  Leyte Gulf, the 
largest naval battle of  
WWII, and personally 
witnessed General Doug-

las MacArthur’s famous 
beach landing. His team 
was credited for having 
shot down at least three 
enemy aircraft. 

During battle Baker’s 
life was almost cut short 
from the rapid fire of  an 
enemy machine gun. Div-
ing behind a barrier on the 
ships deck saved his life. 
Baker recalls the incident 
as harrowing but not as 
shocking as witnessing 
the explosion of  the USS 
Mount Hood. On Nov. 10, 
1944, the ship was obliter-
ated killing 350 men.

Reflecting on his war-
time experience Baker 
exclaims, “I didn’t enjoy it 
but did what I had to do.”

Following WWII, 
he moved to Spokane, 
Washington where he met 
Frances his late wife of  60 
years. As for his secret to 
longevity, Baker credits 
adopting his mother’s 
health conscious attitude.

To nominate a veteran, 
active service member or 
family member for Hero 
of  the Month please email 
Joe Noriel at Historycon-
nected@gmail.com.

Baker, a WWII 
veteran, served in 
the Pacific with 
the U.S. Navy

By JOE NORIEL
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

Irving Baker, of Petaluma, is a WWII veteran.

Irving Baker, of Petaluma, is a WWII veteran.

Nominations open for People’s Choice Awards
Everyone has a favorite  

— whether it’s the hair-
dresser you trust with your 
locks and secrets, or the ice 
cream you dream about.

Nominations opened 
Feb. 9, for the 16th annual 
Petaluma People’s Choice 

Awards. It’s a chance for 
Argus-Courier readers to 
highlight their favorite 
businesses, institutions 
and professionals, cover-
ing everything from best 
high school and mortgage 
broker, to best burger and 
place for live music.

Nominate your choices 
now at petaluma360.com. 
Nominations close at mid-
night on Sunday, March 8.

The top three finalists 
in each category will be 
determined, and then 
readers will vote to choose 
this year’s winners. Any 

categories that draw less 
than three nominees will 
not be included.

The winners will be cel-
ebrated at a June 23 gala 
at Flying Cloud Farms 
and celebrated in the 2020 
Petaluma People’s Choice 
Awards magazine.

ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

AUTO LOAN

February 1 - March 31

During RCU’s Auto Loan Rate Sale, enjoy a

off our everyday low rates on new, used, or
refinanced auto loans from another lender.

Rate discount effective 2/1/20 thru 3/31/20. Rates, terms and special offers subject to change.
Discounted refinance rates available for purchases and refinances of existing loans from another
financial institution. Estimated payment example: For a 60-month term, pay $17.97 per $1,000
borrowed at 2.99% APR. Certain restrictions may apply.

APPLY TODAY

1 (800) 479-7928
redwoodcu.org/auto

2020 North Coast

Tuesday, February 25
Registration: 7:30 - 8:00 a.m. | Program: 8:00 - 11:30 a.m.
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The last time these cross-
town girls soccer rivals met, 
Casa Grande outplayed 
Petaluma, Gauchos girls 
soccer coach Vinnie Cortezzo 
said. But the game ended in 
a 0-0 tie.

Last week was a little 
different: Petaluma outplayed 
Casa overall, but the visiting 
Gauchos 
pulled out a 
1-0 victory, 
likely clinch-
ing the Vine 
Valley Ath-
letic League 
title.

“I’ll take a 
little luck in 
soccer,” he 
said after-
ward, as his girls celebrated 
and the Trojans walked away 
in tears, knowing they played 
well enough to win.

“I’m happy with the 
outcome. I’m happy with 
the effort,” he said. “I’m not 
thrilled with our soccer. We 
could have been better.”

Savanna Sunshine, a senior 
midfielder, made a penalty 
kick 12 minutes into the game 
for the night’s only goal.

Sophomore forward Mallo-
ry Jones dribbled into the left 
side of  the 18-yard box, with 

Petaluma’s Amanda Rocha 
on her hip. The pair tangled, 
both ending up face first 
on the turf, and the referee 
pointing to the penalty spot.

Cortezzo leaves it up to 
his team to decide who takes 
the shot. Sunshine, a team 
captain, stepped up.

“I want someone who 
wants to do it,” Cortezzo said. 
“I know she can put it into 

the corner.”
“Some of  

my team-
mates were 
unsure who 
should take 
it,” Sunshine 
said. “I felt 
confident I 
could take 
the shot.”

She coolly 
stepped to the ball and buried 
it in the lower right corner, 
past sophomore Petaluma 
keeper Silvana Sessi.

“I trusted my instincts,” 
she said. “I was nervous, but I 
knew I could do it.”

Both teams went into 
the game undefeated in the 
VVAL, Casa 8-0-1 and Petalu-
ma 7-0-1, the only non-win for 
each their draw last month.

For girls on both teams, 
the game is more than just a 

It began last week and will 
continue through the end of  
the school year as graduat-

ing seniors sign or commit to 
play sports at what we call the 
next level.

There will continue to be 
high anxiety as athletes are 
contacted by colleges who will 
assure them that their presence 
at University X or College Y 
is all that stands between that 
university and a conference 
championship.

Three things are vitally 
important to consider as soon-
to-be graduates consider where 
to continue their education and 
sports careers.

1. Make sure recruiters 
are being absolutely honest. 
I wouldn’t go so far as to say 
there are some recruiters who 
will lie. Let’s just say that not 
all will be telling the entire 
truth or explaining the side 
effects of  offering scholarships. 
There are a number of  “outs” 
colleges have to void what the 
college might consider a bad 
deal from their side.

Doing the homework is 
important — learning about the 
school and the sports program 
is important, but the best bet is 
to consult with someone who 
knows. A great example is St. 
Vincent coach Trent Herzog. 
His job, when he isn’t coaching 
the Mustangs, is scouting. He 
knows college coaches — who 
is the real deal and who will be 
square with the athletes.

2. Understand the level of  
competition you are signing 
up for. Every good to very good 
high school athlete wants to 
play at the D1 level. Not all 
are good enough or dedicated 
enough. A senior might have 
thought they have worked hard 
and faced competition in high 
school. They haven’t seen any-
thing yet.

There is nothing wrong with 
red-shirting. It isn’t a bad way 
to find out what college is all 
about without losing a year of  
eligibility, but no one wants to 
stand on the sideline for four 
years.

3. Understand that you are 
going to the school of  your and 
their choice to continue being 
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Petaluma surprises Casa boys booters

The Petaluma High School boys soccer 
team turned a disappointing, injury- 
plagued winter into a success last week 
with a 4-1 win over rival Petaluma.

“It was a great win for us,” said Petaluma 
coach Juan Lojas. “We were playing for 
pride and our school.”

The loss was a hurt for the Gauchos, who 
have generally enjoyed a successful season 
with a 9-5-1 overall record.

The game started out at a quick pace, 
with the Trojans knocking in a quick goal 
and Casa Grande quickly retaliating.

The Gaucho goal, by sophomore Nico 
Rahman, was to be the only score of  the 
game by Casa Grande.

Meanwhile, Petaluma kept pressing. 
Before the half, the Trojans had extended 
their lead to 3-1.

Trojan goals were scored by Gianluc-
ca Dimauro, off an assist from William 
Prokop; Luis Calito off an assist from Elvis 
Gonzalez; Irving Juarrez off an assist from 
Luis Calito; and Alex Graytan off an assist 
from Gonzalez.

In the second half, the Petaluma defense 
stepped up, but a gritty short-handed Casa 
Grande defense played the Trojans almost 
even over the second half.

“At halftime, I told the players to keep 
going and not let down,” Lojas said.

“We stepped up our defense in this game. 

We’ve had a lot of  injuries,” the coach said. 
“We’ve used as many as 10 defensive line-
ups. This is the first game where we’ve had 
all our defensive players at one time.”

The Petaluma defensive task was made 
easier because the Gauchos played much of  
the first half  and the entire second half  a 
player down following a red card given to a 
Gaucho for abusive language.

“It is difficult to play the majority of  the 
game a player down,” said Casa Grande 
coach Jordan Schlau. “Our team gave a 
great effort trying to come back with only 
10 players.”

Co-coach Kevin Richardson said he 
expected a tough game. “Petaluma is a good 
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Trojans, hampered by injuries, turn 
back Gauchos 4-1 in rivalry game

One goal is enough
Casa girls edge Petaluma, 1-0, to remain unbeaten in VVAL soccer

By LORI A. CARTER
THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

PHOTOS BY ANDREW GOTSHALL / FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

Casa Grande girls celebrate after defeating Petaluma, 1-0, to remain undefeated in Vine Valley Athletic League play.

WILLIAM GOTSHALL PHOTO

Petaluma and Casa Grande raced up and down the field with the Trojans eventually dominating, 4-1.

See Rivalry, B2

The future
is now for
seniors

JJ Says
John Jackson

See Soccer, B3

Casa Grande and 
Petaluma girls basketball 
teams stepped toward the 
end of  the regular season 
with Vine Valley Athletic 
League victories Tuesday 
night.

Casa Grande’s 
league-champion Gauchos 
easily rolled over Justin-Si-
ena, 51-26.

Ashley Harris paced the 
Gauchos with 14 points, 
with Trinity Merwin and 
Bella Blue scoring 8 apiece, 
Ashley Casper 7 and 
Sophia Gardea 6. Merwin 
pulled down 6 rebounds 
and Gardea dished off 3 
assists.

Casa ends its regular 
season at home Thursday 
against Sonoma Valley.

At Napa, Petaluma’s 
T-Girls handled the host 
Grizzlies, 54-38.

Sherikene Arikat led 
the win with 14 points, 
with Taylor Iacopi adding 
13, Mallory O’Keefe 9 and 
Rose Nevin 8.

Petaluma finishes up its 
regular season Thursday 
night with a home game 
against Justin-Siena.

ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Tuesday
night
victories

See JJ, B1

 
“Some of my teammates 
were unsure who should 
take it. I felt confident I 

could take the shot.”
—Casa Grande’s Savanna Sunshine

Defense was the name of the game when Petaluma and Casa 
Grande collided, with Casa prevailing, 1-0.
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Loss to Wolves jeopardizes PHS playoff hopes

In the space of  four games, the 
Petaluma boys basketball team has 
gone from floating above the Vine 
Valley Athletic League standings to 
being dangerously close to having 
its playoff bubble burst.

A hurting, 59-56 loss to American 
Canyon last Friday left Petaluma’s 
Trojans with a 16-8 record and 7-3 
mark in the VVAL. It was also their 
third defeat during the crucial four-
game stretch that included losses 
to Sonoma Valley and Vintage with 
only a hard-fought victory over rival 
Casa Grande interrupting the string.

The league record is still good 
enough to keep Petaluma tied for 
second with Sonoma Valley in VVAL 
play, a game and a half  behind 
league-leading Vintage. But, because 
of  their strength of  schedule, the 
Trojans are ranked No. 18 in the 
North Coast Section Division 2, with 
the top 16 teams making the play-
offs. Ranked ahead of  Petaluma are 
Santa Rosa (13-13) and Vintage 16-9.

Petaluma and Vintage split their 
two league games, but if  Vintage, 
already assured of  at least a tie for 
the title, wins the championship, it 
receives an automatic berth in the 
playoffs.

Petaluma’s problem is that its 
strength of  schedule is one of  the 

lowest in the division.
To have any chance at all for a 

playoff berth, Petaluma has to win 
out to conclude the regular sea-
son this week, playing at Napa on 
Wednesday and finishing at home 
Friday against Justin-Siena.

The Trojans’ loss on their home 
court to American Canyon’s Wolves 
in a game that was tied going into 
the final two minutes was especially 
painful for the Petalumans.

The game was a physical battle of  
attrition from start to final buzzer, 
with each side threatening to take 
charge at times, but neither side 
truly grabbing control.

Petaluma continued to play 
without injured point guard Esteban 
Bermudez, and the Trojans contin-
ued to miss his ball handling and 
steadying influence.

Petaluma’s Ivan Cortes lofted in a 
pair of 3-pointers early, but an 8-point 
American Canyon run punctuated by 
a one-handed slam by Gabriel Patrick 
put the Wolves on top, 19-12, at the end 
of the first quarter.

The intensity, if  not the scoring, 
picked up through the second peri-
od, with American Canyon main-
taining a 31-25 lead heading in the 
locker room for halftime discussion.

A driving hoop by American 
Canyon’s Paulo Trotuyo started the 
second half, with Petaluma down by 
eight.

Petaluma answered with a 9-point 
run, sparked by a determined effort 
by Julian Garrahan, who went to 
the basket for six points in the peri-
od and had 13 for the game.

Going into a heart-stopping final 
round, American Canyon was cling-
ing to a 53-51 lead, an advantage that 
quickly went away on a short jump 
hit by Perez.

A 5-point American Canyon surge 
that featured a killing 3-point con-
nection by Oliver Aandahl put the 
Wolves back in front, 58-53.

The sequence included a blown 
dunk try Patrick that the Trojans 
claimed should have resulted in a 
technical foul for hanging onto the 
rim.

No whistle was heard or could be 
coaxed from the officials.

As time ticked away, Petaluma 
could just not find the net.

Garrahan dropped in one of  two 
free throws, but there were only 5.4 
seconds left when Ryan Sullivan hit 
a medium-range jumper to pull the 
Trojans to within 58-56.

Petaluma immediately fouled and 
Khai Curry put down one of  two free 
shots, leaving Petaluma a glimmer 
of  hope trailing, 59-56.

Perez had a good look, but his shot 
was off the front lip and the Trojans 
were buzzed into standings trouble.

Sullivan came on strong in the 
second half  and matched Garrahan 
with 13 points for Petaluma. Perez 
scored 11.

Noah Simmons led American 
Canyon with 13 points, with Mat-
thew Clinton adding 12.

Petaluma hurt its own cause 
by hitting just 13 of  22 free throw 
attempts.

American Canyon won the junior 
varsity game, 56-49.

Trojans’ chances of NCS 
postseason slim following 
loss to American Canyon

By JOHN JACKSON
ARGUS-COURIER SPORTS EDITOR

SUMNER FOWLER / FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

Petaluma’s Trojans double team American Canyon’s Gabriel 
Patrick as he takes the ball to the net. 

Casa girls impressive in victory

A battle between two pressing 
girls basketball teams turned into 
an early rout as host Casa Grande 
turned back a good Rodriguez team 
from Fairfield, 63-37, on Monday 
night.

The Lady Gauchos were ready for 
this one from the opening tip as they 
led for nearly the entire game after 
surging to a 31-15 halftime advan-
tage. Things never got any better for 
the visiting Lady Mustangs (14-11) 
and old-school scouting might have 
been one of  the reasons.

“We looked at some film of  their 
games and noticed a few tendencies 
with their trapping defense,” said 
Casa coach Dan Sack. “We added a 
few things on our breaker though 
our point guard, and it worked out 
well tonight.”

Sixteen Mustang turnovers in 
the first half  tells the story of  the 
game. Time and again, Casa Grande 
moved the ball swiftly through and 
around the Rodriguez full-court 
pressure defense, with junior guard 
Trinity Merwin making key passes 
to waiting Gauchos underneath the 
basket for easy lay-ins.

Centers Bella Blue and Meghan 
Bendik combined for 11 points in 
the fast-paced Casa rally. There was 
nobody home underneath after the 
Mustang attempts to double team 
in the back court, and the Gauchos 
took full advantage.

Rodriguez came into the non-
league game only one game out of  
the lead in the Monticello Empire 
League standings, with an import-
ant contest against undefeated 
Vanden on tap for Friday.

Maybe they were looking too far 
ahead, because the Vine Valley 
champion Gauchos were prepared 

for the late-season intersectional.
“This might really help us in 

the North Coast Section playoff 
seedings,” noted Sack, “Rodriguez 
beat Jesse Bethel earlier by a few 
points, and Bethel is close to us in 
the current rankings.”

While Rodriguez has definite 
athletic ability, it had a terrible 
night shooting the ball against the 
Gaucho match-up zone defense. 
The Mustangs were limited to only 
five points in the second period, 
and they went 7½ minutes without 
scoring, including the early stages 
of  the third period.

Meanwhile, the Gauchos had 
their 3-point attack fine tuned for 
this one. Shooting guard Emma 
Reese found herself  open on the 
left side of  the Casa offensive set, 
and knocked down four shots from 
behind the stripe for a team-high 12 
points. Any attempts at a comeback 
by Rodriguez were cut short by 
floating bombs by the quick-shoot-

ing senior.
At one point in the second half, 

Casa built its advantage to 40-18 
on a basket by freshman leading 
rebounder Jaime McGaughey.

Cassie Llaverias and Ashley 
Casper added a couple of  triples 
each, and the surprisingly lopsid-
ed game concluded to the dismay 
of  a cluster of  Mustang fans from 
Fairfield.

Sophomore Rose Jamison had 11 
points to pace the Mustang offense. 
Leading Rodriguez scorer Camryn 
Washington was held to six points.

Merwin, Llaverias and Sophia 
Gardea had eight points each as 
Casa rebounded from a disappoint-
ing showing against Petaluma to 
steady its playoff-bound vessel. The 
Gauchos improved to 14-9 overall, 
with home games against Sonoma 
Valley and Justin-Siena on the 
schedule this week.

In the preliminary game, Casa 
Grande defeated Rodriguez, 43-30.

Lady Gauchos cruise 
to non-league win over  
Rodriguez Mustangs

By GEORGE HAIRE
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

SUMNER FOWLER/ FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

 
Casa Grande’s Ashley Casper knocks the ball away from Rodriguez’ Fiana Tua-
goui in non-league win by the Gauchos.

SV’s Bunting nails 
game-winning shot

Miguel Bunting connect-
ed on a clutch 3-point shot 
in the final seconds to give 
St. Vincent a 63-60 win over 
Credo in thrilling fashion 
in North Central League II 
basketball play on Friday.

Bunting, who has 
missed nearly two full 
seasons while nursing 
ankle issues, played for the 
first time this season, and 
he calmly drilled the game 
winner from the left side 
of  the key after Credo had 
fought back from a 25-17 
deficit at intermission.

It was a much needed win 
for the Mustang players 
and coach Scott Himes, who 
collectively have suffered 
through an injury-plagued 
season with multiple absen-
tees in almost every contest. 
Bunting was mobbed by the 
St. Vincent players after his 
shot brought the DeCarli 
faithful to their feet while 
the stunned Gryphons re-
treated to their locker room.

Himes was pleased with 
the effort of  the Mustangs. 
“The kids played their 
hearts out tonight,” he 
said. “It was a good win for 
our team.”

Credo made a strong 
comeback in the final 
stanza by outscoring the 
hosts, 23-16, in the final 
period until the clutch shot 
by Bunting. Avatil Stopek 
drove through the St. Vin-
cent zone defense for a lay-
up with less than a minute 
remaining to tie the game 
at 60-60 after the Mustangs 
led for the entire game.

The 6-foot-4 Stopek had a 
strong second half  for Cre-
do with 15 points, including 
7-for-7 from the free throw 
line despite the howling of  
the Mustang supporters. 
Junior Satchel Sevenau 
had 19 points to lead all 
scorers in the contest.

St. Vincent had an excel-
lent shooting night, with 
four players finishing in 
double figures. Guard Joe 
Sartori topped the Mus-
tangs with a team-leading 
17 points, including five 
rain-making shots from 
well outside the arc. His 
last triple temporarily 
held off the Gryphon 
charge until the emotion-

ally charged finish.
Sartori got support from  

junior Tyler Pease in the 
pivot as he connected on 
7-of-10 short bank shots on 
excellent feeds from team-
mates, including Bunting. 
Two of the assists by Bun-
ting threaded the needle 
along the baseline and gave 
Pease a better angle at the 
basket. Pease did some of  
his best work of  the season 
as the first player off the 
bench in this game.

Vince Gawronski added 
13 points and Rory Morgan 
scored 10 in the early going 
before leaving in the fourth 
stanza with a shoulder 
injury. The injury bug con-
tinues to haunt St. Vincent, 
however, as Morgan will be 
sidelined for the remainder 
of  the season.

It has been a difficult 
season as well for the 
Gryphons, who held two 
previous wins over the 
Mustangs, including one 
in the first half  of  league 
play. Credo lost a 4-point 
decision to Upper Lake, 
and suffered a 2-point loss 
to league-leading Roseland 
University Prep before the 
decision to St. Vincent. 
Also, Gryphon head coach 
Levi Lloyd was dismissed 
by the school midway 
through the NCL II season.

The Gryphons still are 
rated No. 14 in Division VI, 
and still could be a threat 
when North Coast Section 
playoffs begin.

SV girls lose
In the girls contest, Credo 

jumped to an early 20-6 lead 
in the first period and easily 
got past the host Lady Mus-
tangs, 58-36. The Gryphons 
improved to 5-3 in the North 
Central II League.

Sophomore Lhasa Gray 
had 13 points in the first 
period and 29 for the 
contest as the Gryphons 
battle to keep a spot in 
the NCS playoffs. Credo is 
currently ranked No. 15 in 
Division VI girls play.

Alexandra Saisi contin-
ued her focused offensive 
play for St. Vincent with 
18 points while handing 
out three assists. Three 
players had four points 
each for the Mustangs: 
Maddie Badaglia, Sophia 
Skubic and Sophia Licata. 
Badaglia and Licata had 
four rebounds each.

St. Vincent fell to 2-5 in 
NCL II play and 9-15 overall.

Mustangs’ player hits 
a clutch 3-pointer 
to beat Credo, 63-60

By GEORGE HAIRE
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

VINE VALLEY BOYS
School League Overall
Vintage 9-2 16-9
Petaluma 7-3 16-8
Sonoma 7-3 15-9
Amer. Canyon 6-4 11-10
Napa 3-8 7-18
Justin-Siena 2-8 9-15
Casa Grande 2-8 5-19

VINE VALLEY GIRLS
School League Overall
Casa Grande 9-1 14-9
Napa 6-5 12-13
Petaluma 6-4 16-7
Sonoma Valley 6-4 10-12
Vintage 4-7 9-15
Justin-Siena 3-7 7-17
Amer. Canyon 2-8 9-16

HIGH SCHOOL BASKETBALL STANDINGS

PHS girls take care of business

Petaluma had to scramble but 
managed to keep alive its North 
Coast Section playoff hopes last 
week, charging in the fourth quar-
ter to beat American Canyon, 60-42.

The win improved Petaluma to 

16-7 overall and 6-4 in Vine Valley 
Athletic League play. The T-Girls 
are currently ranked No. 11 in the 
North Coast Section Division 2, 
with 16 teams making the playoffs.

Playing at home last Thursday, 
Petaluma led, 37-28, going into the 
final period before exploding for 23 
points in the last round to run away 
with the win.

Sheriene Arikat led the T-Girls 

with 18 points, with Emma Pontus 
and Mallory O’Keefe scoring 10 
each. O’Keefe hit the T-Girls’ only 
two 3-pointers.

Rose Nevin added eight points 
for Petaluma and dominated the 
backboards with 11 rebounds.

Freshman Jazmine Fontilla led 
the Wolves with 14. American Can-
yon is now 9-16 for the season and 
2-8 in league play. 

T-Girls stay in playoff hunt, 
beat American Canyon
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VVAL contest. Most of  them have 
known each other for years and 
play on club teams together.

A Petaluma-Casa matchup could 
be for last place and each team 
would still rise to the occasion.

For the first 10 minutes of  
Wednesday’s game, both squads 
appeared to be feeling each other 
out or working out nerves, neither 
putting together any real drives.

Then, the penalty and the goal, 
giving Casa an all-important 1-0 
advantage.

Petaluma fought back, dominat-
ing possession for the rest of  the 

half, getting several shots off but 
nothing too troubling for Casa keep-
er Rebecca Lewis.

The Trojans had three successive 
corners, but Lewis parried one out 
of  danger and Casa’s defense held 
firm on others.

“I knew they were going to 
respond,” Cortezzo said. “They had 
five corners in the last 20 minutes 
of  the half. We were lucky to go into 
the half  with the lead.”

Petaluma had more chances in 
the second 40 as well, but several 
shots went wide or straight to Lew-
is, a junior.

Petaluma coach Callum Brooker 
agreed with Cortezzo that the Tro-
jans played well enough to win.

It was a “disappointing result for 
us, but I’m proud of  my girls,” he 
said. “We controlled the majority of  
the game, created numerous oppor-
tunities and dictated the tempo. It’s 
one of  those games that just doesn’t 
end in the result we hoped for.”

He said Casa absorbed the Tro-
jans’ pressure well.

It “was a great game overall, 
though — very entertaining, action 
both ways, girls left their hearts on 
the field on both sides,” Brooker said.

With the win, Cortezzo said his 
team feels comfortably in the driv-
er’s seat with two games left in the 
league season.

“We’ll just try to win them all and 
not have to worry about it,” he said.

Rivalry Continued from B1
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Sullivan 3-pointer saves Trojans in rival game

Four years of  practice paid off big 
time for Ryan Sullivan and Petalu-
ma’s Trojans last week. Sullivan net-
ted a no-doubt 3-pointer from near 
the left corner to give the Trojans a 
60-57 victory over rival Casa Grande 
in a nearly packed Petaluma gym.

The senior’s winning connection 
was neither luck nor accident. It was 
the result of  diligent practice. “I’ve 
been practicing that shot since I was 
a freshman,” he explained. “I put 
the work in, and it paid off.”

The game was even closer than 
the three points indicate. After 
Sullivan’s shot, Casa Grande still 
had 20 seconds left, but a last-second 
3-point tie attempt was just off the 
front rim, a mere inch from sending 
the game into overtime.

From the start, the game was a 
wildly entertaining battle of  spurts, 
with first one team, and then the 
other making runs through a maze 
of  twists and turns that alternately 
featured horrors and heroics.

The first streak belonged to the 

Trojans, who used strong inside play 
from Julian Garrahan and a quick 
3-pointer from Eric Perez to jump 
out to a 10-2 advantage and a 14-9 
first-quarter lead.

The high-paced, intense game 
tempo continued through the second 
quarter with Petaluma up by as 
much as nine (20-11) and as little 
as one (26-25), but always in front, 
reaching the intermission clinging 
to a 28-25 advantage.

After Petaluma’s Ivan Cortes 
drove for the first basket of  the sec-
ond half, Casa Grande took momen-
tum off the bench and immediately 
reaped a reward.

Taiju Grant dropped in a three for 
the Gauchos, who ran their way to 
13 consecutive points and a 38-30 ad-
vantage. Sonny Gigliotti contributed 
a 3-point hit, Ryan Mcguinn a drive 
and one, and Tory Cain two baskets, 
one for three points, to the outburst.

The Casa Grande run came to 
a  halt when a Gaucho was whis-
tled for a technical foul following 
an emotional outburst. Petaluma 
followed by hitting 3-of-4 offered free 
throws and getting an inside basket 
by Alex Siedler to send Gaucho mo-
mentum back to the bench.

By the end of  three quarters, Casa 
Grande led, 48-44, and things really 
got interesting.

With both teams ramping up the 
already floor-burning intensity, the 
final 3 minutes of  the game became 
a mad mixture of  fouls, free throws 
and lead changes.

As the clock clicked down toward 
2 minutes with Petaluma in front 57-
55 on a muscle shot by Seidler, Casa 
tied things up as catalyst Rashad 
Nixon put in a follow-up basket.

Petaluma literally missed two 
opportunities to take control at the 
foul line with four off-target tries.

It finally all came down to Sulli-
van making a shot he has perfected 
through years of  practice and Casa 
missing what might have been an 
answer.

“It was a grinder game,” said Peta-
luma coach Anton Lyons. “We missed 
shots and missed assignments, but we 
played with a lot of energy.”

“We played hard, but we made a 
lot of  mental mistakes,” noted Casa 
coach Chris Gutendorf.

Sullivan led Petaluma with 13 
points, with Liam Gotschall, Cortes 
and Seidler each scoring eight and 
Garrahan seven.

Gigliotti led the Gauchos with 
14 points, with McHale and Nixon 
scoring 11 each and Cain 10.

Casa Grande showed hope for the 
future, winning both the freshman 
and junior varsity preliminary games.

Petaluma senior’s 3-point 
shot puts final touches 
on 60-57 VVAL victory

By JOHN JACKSON
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

SUMNER FOWLER / FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

Petaluma’s Ryan Sullivan (23) and Casa Grande’s Colin Patch-
et (44) mix it up in  a game won by Petaluma on Sullivan’s 
last-second shot.

Casa defeats Petaluma on mat

It was a highly anticipat-
ed dual meet when the Casa 
Grande Gauchos hosted the Pet-
aluma Trojans for their annual 
cross-town rivalry match.

The anticipation turned into 
joy for the Gauchos, who pre-
vailed, 43-21.

Both varsity boys teams 
entered the final dual of  the year 
with undefeated 5-0 records, 
knowing that the regular season 
league title was on the line.

Last season, the same match-up 
occurred, with the Trojans edging 
the Gauchos to win the 2019 Vine 
Valley Athletic League title.

This season would be a dif-
ferent result, with Casa Grande 
recording a decisive victory.

The varsity match started off 
at the lowest weight class, 108 
pounds. Petaluma’s Dylan Balt-
azar started things off strong for 
the Trojans with a hard-earned 
pin over Casa’s Caleb Kerch in 
the third period.

At 113 pounds, Petaluma’s Nick 
Trave (currently ranked third in 
the North Coast Section) contin-
ued the Trojan momentum with a 
pin over Casa’s Liam Walsh.

Next up, in a closer affair, Casa 
Grande’s Sam Virkus got the 
Gauchos on the board with a pin 
over Petaluma’s Collin Ferrero.

The first match to go the full 
three periods was at 128 pounds; 
Casa’s Colin Hilliard got the 9-4 
win over Trojan Zachary Engler.

At 134 pounds, Casa’s Tim 
Vestnys continued the Gau-
cho momentum with a major 
decision (11-2) over Petaluma’s 
Carlos Carito Garcia.

Gaucho Ryan Naugle (cur-
rently ranked sixth in NCS) 
earned a first-period pin over Eli 
Gauladet-Freeman.

Petaluma bounced back with 
a win from Lukas Bettencourt 
over Casa senior Trevor Chavez 
at 145 pounds.

At 154 pounds, senior Joe 
McGuire earned an 8-4 win over 
Petaluma’s Nathan Corwin.

The 162-pound weight class 
had a hard-fought match, with 
Casa’s Ethan Falkenberg edging 
Petalumas’s Ryan Castiglia, 6-1.

The craziest match of  the night 
was the triple overtime thriller 
between Jacob Isola of  the Gau-
chos and Mario Zarco of  the Tro-
jans. After no scoring in the first 
overtime period, the Petaluman 
took a 3-point lead with an escape 
and then a quick take-down in 
the second overtime period. In 
the third, Isola got a reversal and 
also turned it into three back 
points to ice the match.

The 182-pound class saw 
Casa’s Zack Babel (currently 
ranked 10th in NCS) earn a 
decision over Trojan Nick Tarca. 
With Casa now carrying a 31-15 
lead with three matches left, Pet-
aluma’s Jack Santos (currently 
ranked seventh in NCS) kept the 
Trojan hopes alive with a pin 
over Casa’s Steven Isaacs.

That would be the final 
win for the Trojans as Casa’s 
220-pounder, Connor Gloster, 
clinched the Gaucho victory 
with a pin over Petaluma’s 
Aidan Webb.

The final match was a pin for 
Casa’s senior team captain, Jack 
Faris (currently ranked No. 1 in 
the NCS), who defeated Petalu-
ma’s Carlos De La Torre.

When all was finished, it was 
clear why both teams sit atop 
the VVAL.

Petaluma, the defending 
league champions, finished a 
great regular season with a 5-1 
record. With its big win, Casa 
Grande, at 6-0, clinched its first 
undefeated regular season in 
team history.

Due to their perfect record, the 
Gauchos, led by head coach Lou-

is Chavez, qualify for the NCS 
Dual Tournament on Saturday at 
Rancho Cotate High School.

The Vine Valley Athletic 
League Tournament will be held 
the following Saturday at Amer-
ican Canyon High School. The 
North Coast Section tournament 
will take place Feb. 22-23.

The evening began with Casa 
Grande honoring its senior 
wrestlers and their families.

Petaluma’s junior varsity 
team defeated Casa.

The Petaluma girls won the 
varsity girls competition, 48-18.

The Trojans won six forfeits, 
from Amelia Grevin, Kathryn 
Samford, Brooklyn Shattuck, 
Bella Miller, Kimberly Larsen, 
and Adriana Borjas, while the 
Gauchos’ Lillian McCoy collect-
ed her own forfeit as well.

There were four varsity girls 
match-ups, each side earning 
two pin-falls. Petaluma’s Logan 
Pomi (138) defeated Casa’s 
Lilly Harden. Casa senior Arora 
Vierra (150) beat Shalynn Baker. 
Casa’s Kaia Stites (160) defeated 
Gianna Giovacchini, and Petalu-
ma’s Carla Maldonado Chairez 
(170) defeated Skyler Finley.

By RICK WESTER
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

PHOTO BY JAMES NAUGLE, SR.

Casa Grande’s Jacob Isola (on top) won an exciting decision over Petaluma’s Mario Zarco in a match that went 
into triple overtime.

RIVALRY WRESTLING RESULTS
BOYS
Casa Grande 43, Petaluma 21
106: Dylan Baltazar (PHS) f. Caleb Kerch (CG) (4:36)
113: Nick Trave (PHS) f. Liam Walsh (CG) (0:27)
122: Samuel Virkus (CG) of. Collin Ferrero (PHS) (5:22)
128: Colin Hilliard (CG) dec. Zachary Engler (PHS) (9-4)
134: Tim Vestnys (CG) md Carlos Calito Garcia (PHS) (11-2)
140: Ryan Naugle (CG) f. Eli Galaudet-Freeman (PHS) (0:42)
145: Lukas Bettencourt (PHS) d. Trevor Chavez (CG) (7-1)
154: Joseph Mcguire (CG) d. Nathan Corwin (PHS) (8-4)
162: Ethan Falkenberg (CG) d. Ryan Castiglia (PHS) (6-1)
172: Jacob Isola (CG) d. Mario Zarco (PHS) (TB-1)
184: Zach Babel (CG) d. Nick Tarca (PHS) (6-0)
197: Jack Santos (PHS) f. Steven Isaacs (CG) (1:36)
222: Connor Gloster (CG) f. Aiden Webb (PHS) (1:40)
285: Jack Faris (CG) f.. Carlos De La Torre (PHS) (0:57)
GIRLS
Petaluma 48, Casa Grande 18
101: Ameila Grevin (PHS) won by forfeit
106: Kathryn Samford (PHS) won by forfeit
111: Brooklyn Shattuck (PHS) won by forfeit
121: Bella Miller (PHS) won by forfeit
126: Kimberly Larsen (PHS) won by forfeit
133: Adriana Borjas (PHS) won by forfeit
138: Logan Pomi (PHS) f. Lilly Harden (CG) (1:05)
150: Arora Vierra (CG) f. Shalynn Baker (PHS) (3:44)
160: Kaia Stites (CG) f. Gianna Giovacchini (PHS) (2:45)
170: Carla Maldonado Chairez (PHS) f. Skyler Finley (CG) (4:46)
235: Lillian McCoy (CG) won by forfeit

Antonini earns 
All-State honors

Life just keeps getting better 
for St. Vincent High School 
senior Gio Antonini.

Antonini, the Most Outstand-
ing player on St. Vincent’s 9-2 
team, has been named to CalHi 
Sports prestigious All-State 
football team. The standout 
two-way player was placed on 
the Small School’s defensive 
first team.

As a linebacker, Antonini 
was credited with 100 tackles, 
26 for loss, in 11 games this 
season. In his four years of  St. 
Vincent varsity football, he had 
285 tackles, 69 tackles for loss 
and 12 forced fumbles — all 
school records.

His selection to the defensive 
team follows a selection last 
season to the CalHi offensive 

second team as an offensive 
lineman.

Antonini signed a Letter of  
Intent last week to play football 
next season for Western Ore-
gon University.

St. Vincent football star 
named to first team on 
CalHi Sports defense

ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

Gio Antonini

FEB. 13
Girls basketball 
Justin-Siena at Petaluma 
Sonoma at Casa Grande 
Calistoga at St. Vincent
Boys soccer 
Justin-Siena at Petaluma
Boys basketball 
Calistoga at St. Vincent
FEB. 14
Boys basketball 
Justin-Siena at Petaluma 

Sonoma at Casa Grande
Girls soccer 
Justin-Siena at Petaluma 
Sonoma at Casa Grande
FEB. 22
Boys lacrosse 
Petaluma at Novato
Softball 
Petaluma at Montgomery (scrim-
mage)

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS SCHEDULE

team,” he explained. “They are 
much better than their record 
and you can never tell in a 
rivalry game. This is a difficult 
league. You can never take 
anything for granted.”

Richardson praised the 
leadership of  Casa Grande 
captains Johny Aviles and 
Eduardo Carbajal in leading 
the Gaucho efforts to get back 
in the game despite playing a 
man down.

Playing for Petaluma’s 
Trojans this season were: 
Alexander Gaylan Antonio, 
Xavier Gonzalez Marcall, Elvis 
Gonzalez Pos, Javier Gutier-

rez, Joshua Haugen, Irving 
Juarez Diaz, Joshua Leiva, Ju-
lian Marth, Eduardo Martinez 
Cruz, Mathew Posert, William 
Prokop, Edwin Quiroz Garcia, 
Miguel Rangel, Manuel Sauca 
Cadarso, David Swanson and 
William Wilson.

Playing for Casa Grande’s 
Gauchos this season were: 
Connor Allan, Johny Aviles 
Hernandez, Eduardo Carba-
jal Ramiriez, Patrick Clarke, 
Edgar Cruz Mendoza, Jesus 
Curevas, Daniel Edige, Omar 
Flores, Alexander Izaguirre 
Hernandz, Sean Laliberte, 
Cristian Polci, Angelo Puch, 
Nicholas Rahman, Anthony 
Ramirez Pulido and Jesus 
Omar Robles Gonzalez.

Soccer Continued from B1

ANDREW GOTSHALL PHOTO

A Casa Grande defender heads the ball away from a Petaluma attacker.
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Petaluma vs. Casa Grande in photos

SUMNER FOWLER / FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

BOYS BASKETBALL: Petaluma 60, Casa Grande 57

ANDREW GOTSHALL PHOTO

GIRLS SOCCER: Casa Grande 1, Petaluma 0

SUMNER FOWLER / FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

GIRLS BASKETBALL: Petaluma 49, Casa Grande 44

JIM NAUGLE PHOTO

WRESTLING: Casa Grande 43, Petaluma 21

ANDREW GOTSHALL PHOTO

BOYS SOCCER: Petaluma 4, Casa Grande 1

It was a busy week for sports at Petaluma and Casa 
Grande high schools, especially against each other. 
The Trojans and Gauchos squared off in winter 

sports, including boys and girls basketball, soccer and 
wrestling. Petaluma won close contests in basketball, 
and the two schools split in their soccer showdowns  
and their encounters on the wrestling mat.
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FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00092
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
RAMFIRE BUILDING MANAGEMENT &
SALES located at 1310 COMMERCE ST
PETALUMA, CA 94954 Sonoma County,
is hereby registered by the follow-
ing owner(s): JORDAN PEPPER 1310
COMMERCE ST PETALUMA, CA 94954
This business is conducted by: An
Individual

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on 1/1/2020.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
JORDAN PEPPER, OWNER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/09/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Norma Gonzalez
Deputy Clerk

SEAL

36431 - Pub. Jan 23, 30, Feb 6, 13,
2020 4ti.

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00326
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
APPLE SPICE located at 2000
LAKEVILLE HWY STE F, PETALUMA, CA
94954; Mailing Address 1333 PEPPER
RD, PETALUMA, CA 94952 Sonoma
County, is hereby registered by the
following owner(s): FOOD MAKER
LLC, 1333 PEPPER RD, PETALUMA,
CA 94952
This business is conducted by: A CA
Limited Liability Company

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on N/A.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
WASEEM KHAN, PRESIDENT

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/28/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Darrell Light
Deputy Clerk

SEAL

38695 - Pub. Feb 6, 13, 20, 27,
2020 4ti.

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00327
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
SUNRISE HOMESTEAD GENERAL
CONTRACTOR located at 17655
TAYLOR LANE, OCCIDENTAL, CA
95465 Sonoma County, is hereby
registered by the following owner(s):
NICHOLAS LOUIS MAIMONE, 17655

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00440
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
U-STOR MINI STORAGE located at
991 TRANSPORT WAY PETALUMA,
CA 94954; Mailing Address P.O. BOX
750116 PETALUMA, CA 94975-0116
Sonoma County, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): U-STOR
MINI STORAGE, LLC 991 TRANSPORT
WAY PETALUMA, CA 94954
This business is conducted by: A CA
Limited Liability Company

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on 1983.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
DENNIS CHAMBERS, MANAGER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
02/05/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Darrell Light
Deputy Clerk

SEAL

41218 - Pub. Feb 13, 20, 27, Mar 5,
2020 4ti.

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00023
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
WINE COUNTRY CONFIDENTIAL
located at 500 GREY OWL DRIVE
PETALUMA, CA 94954 Sonoma County,
is hereby registered by the following
owner(s): ANTHONY RUSSO 500 GREY
OWL DRIVE PETALUMA, CA 94954
This business is conducted by: An
Individual

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on 2016.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
ANTHONY RUSSO

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/06/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Amanda King

Deputy Clerk
SEAL

37295 - Pub. Jan 23, 30, Feb 6, 13,
2020 4ti.

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00261
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
See Her Swim located at 614
Sunnyslope Ave, Petaluma, CA 94952.
Sonoma County, is hereby registered
by the following owner(s): Morgan Filler,
614 Sunnyslope Avenue, Petaluma, CA
94952.
This business is conducted by: An
Individual

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on N/A.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
Morgan Filler

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/23/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Darrell Light
Deputy Clerk

SEAL

38335 - Pub. Feb 6, 13, 20, 27,
2020 4ti.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE
COUNTY OF SONOMA
3055 Cleveland Ave.

Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Case No. SPR 094062

Petition of: KEVIN BRYANT MITSCH,
aka KEVIN BRENT DICK for change of
name

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
Petitioner Kevin Brent Mitsch, aka
Kevin Brent Dick filed a petition with
this court for a decree changing names
as follows: Kevin Brent Dick (birth
certificate) to Kevin Bryant Mitsch.

THE COURT ORDERS that all
persons interested in this matter
appear before this court at the hearing
indicated below to show cause,
if any, why this petition for change
of name should not be granted. Any
person objecting to the name changes
described above must file a written
objection that includes the reasons for
the objection at least two court days
before the matter is scheduled to be
heard and must appear at the hearing
to show cause why the petition should
not be granted. If no written objection
is timely filed, the court may grant the
petition without a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
3/11/2020 at 3:00 p.m. in Dept 18,
located at 3055 Cleveland Ave. Santa
Rosa, CA 95403.

A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the
petition in the following newspaper
of general circulation, printed in this
county: Petaluma Argus Courier

Dated: JAN 17 2020
JENNIFER V. DOLLARD
Judge of the Superior Court

38500 – Pub. Feb 6, 13, 20, 27,
2020 4ti.

LEGAL NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The City of Petaluma is seeking proposals for Patrol Rifles and Standard
Accessories for the Petaluma Police Department. Bidders/Vendors that
have the necessary federal licensing in order to sell or manufacture NFA
restricted firearms are encouraged to submit proposals. The Request for
Proposal (RFP) is available for download at no cost on the City’s website,
https://cityofpetaluma.org/police-administration/, by sending an email to
Management Analyst Kate McCoy at kmccoy@cityofpetaluma.org, or by
sending a written request to:

Kate McCoy
Management Analyst

City of Petaluma
Petaluma Police Department

969 Petaluma Blvd. N
Petaluma, CA 94952
Phone: 707.778.4375

Email: kmccoy@cityofpetaluma.org

Sealed proposals will be accepted until Tuesday, March 10, 2020 at 3pm.
All sealed proposals should be submitted to:

City of Petaluma
City Clerk’s Office
11 English Street

Petaluma, CA 94952

Claire Cooper
City Clerk

February 13, 2020
February 20, 2020

40819 – Pub Feb 13, 20, 2020 2ti.

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE
Trustee Sale No.: 00000008626954 Title Order No.: DS7300-19005661 FHA/VA/PMI
No.: ATTENTION RECORDER: THE FOLLOWING REFERENCE TO AN ATTACHED
SUMMARY APPLIES ONLY TO COPIES PROVIDED TO THE TRUSTOR, NOT
TO THIS RECORDED ORIGINAL NOTICE. NOTE: THERE IS A SUMMARY OF
THE INFORMATION IN THIS DOCUMENT ATTACHED. YOU ARE IN DEFAULT
UNDER A DEED OF TRUST, DATED 06/13/2007. UNLESS YOU TAKE ACTION
TO PROTECT YOUR PROPERTY, IT MAY BE SOLD AT A PUBLIC SALE. IF YOU
NEED AN EXPLANATION OF THE NATURE OF THE PROCEEDING AGAINST YOU,
YOU SHOULD CONTACT A LAWYER. BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER
and WEISS, LLP, as duly appointed Trustee under and pursuant to Deed of Trust
Recorded on 06/15/2007 as Instrument No. 2007068326 of official records in
the office of the County Recorder of SONOMA County, State of CALIFORNIA.
EXECUTED BY: MARK DEJONG AND MANUELA DEJONG, HUSBAND AND WIFE
AS JOINT TENANTS, WILL SELL AT PUBLIC AUCTION TO HIGHEST BIDDER FOR
CASH, CASHIER’S CHECK/CASH EQUIVALENT or other form of payment autho-
rized by California Civil Code 2924h(b), (payable at time of sale in lawful money of
the United States). DATE OF SALE: 03/16/2020 TIME OF SALE: 10:00 AM PLACE
OF SALE: IN THE PLAZA AT FREMONT PARK LOCATED AT 860 5TH STREET,
SANTA ROSA, CA 95404. STREET ADDRESS and other common designation,
if any, of the real property described above is purported to be: 29 OLD CREEK
ROAD, PETALUMA, CALIFORNIA 94952 APN#: 020-020-051-000 The undersigned
Trustee disclaims any liability for any incorrectness of the street address and
other common designation, if any, shown herein. Said sale will be made, but with-
out covenant or warranty, expressed or implied, regarding title, possession, or
encumbrances, to pay the remaining principal sum of the note(s) secured by said
Deed of Trust, with interest thereon, as provided in said note(s), advances, under
the terms of said Deed of Trust, fees, charges and expenses of the Trustee and of
the trusts created by said Deed of Trust. The total amount of the unpaid balance
of the obligation secured by the property to be sold and reasonable estimated
costs, expenses and advances at the time of the initial publication of the Notice of
Sale is $883,266.96. The beneficiary under said Deed of Trust heretofore executed
and delivered to the undersigned a written Declaration of Default and Demand for
Sale, and a written Notice of Default and Election to Sell. The undersigned caused
said Notice of Default and Election to Sell to be recorded in the county where the
real property is located. NOTICE TO POTENTIAL BIDDERS: If you are considering
bidding on this property lien, you should understand that there are risks involved
in bidding at a trustee auction. You will be bidding on a lien, not on the property
itself. Placing the highest bid at a trustee auction does not automatically entitle
you to free and clear ownership of the property. You should also be aware that
the lien being auctioned off may be a junior lien. If you are the highest bidder at
the auction, you are or may be responsible for paying off all liens senior to the
lien being auctioned off, before you can receive clear title to the property. You are
encouraged to investigate the existence, priority, and size of outstanding liens
that may exist on this property by contacting the county recorder’s office or a title
insurance company, either of which may charge you a fee for this information. If
you consult either of these resources, you should be aware that the same lender
may hold more than one mortgage or deed of trust on the property. NOTICE
TO PROPERTY OWNER: The sale date shown on this notice of sale may be
postponed one or more times by the mortgagee, beneficiary, trustee, or a court,
pursuant to Section 2924g of the California Civil Code. The law requires that infor-
mation about trustee sale postponements be made available to you and to the
public, as a courtesy to those not present at the sale. If you wish to learn whether
your sale date has been postponed, and, if applicable, the rescheduled time
and date for the sale of this property, you may call 714-730-2727 for information
regarding the trustee’s sale or visit this Internet Web site www.servicelinkASAP.
com for information regarding the sale of this property, using the file number
assigned to this case 00000008626954. Information about postponements that
are very short in duration or that occur close in time to the scheduled sale may
not immediately be reflected in the telephone information or on the Internet Web
site. The best way to verify postponement information is to attend the scheduled
sale. FOR TRUSTEE SALE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL: AGENCY SALES and
POSTING 714-730-2727 www.servicelinkASAP.com BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER
TREDER and WEISS, LLP as Trustee 3990 E. Concours Street, Suite 350 Ontario,
CA 91764 (866) 795-1852 Dated: 02/03/2020 BARRETT DAFFIN FRAPPIER TREDER
and WEISS, LLP IS ACTING AS A DEBT COLLECTOR ATTEMPTING TO COLLECT
A DEBT. ANY INFORMATION OBTAINED WILL BE USED FOR THAT PURPOSE.
A-4717538 02/13/2020, 02/20/2020, 02/27/2020

39895 – Pub Feb 13, 20, 27, 2020 3ti.

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00315
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
kicksnfun located at 109 G ST. PET.
CA 94952 Sonoma County, is here-
by registered by the following own-
er(s): KATHERINE TATUM 109 G ST.
PETALUMA, CA 94952
This business is conducted by: An
Individual

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on N/A.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
KATHERINE TATUM, OWNER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/27/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Betsy Penn
Deputy Clerk

SEAL

40113 - Pub. Feb 6, 13, 20, 27,
2020 4ti.

NOTICE OF INTENT TO ADOPT
MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
AND CITY COUNCIL PUBLIC HEARING

FOR CONSIDERATION OF THE
CORONA STATION RESIDENTIAL PROJECT

PLMA 18-0006
890 NORTH MCDOWELL BOULEVARD

APN 137-061-019

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN in compliance with Section 15072 of the California Environmental Quality Act Guidelines
that the City of Petaluma proposes to adopt an Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration (IS/MND) for the Corona
Station Residential Project located at 890 North McDowell Boulevard. The IS/MND is available for review at the Planning
Division, 11 English Street, Petaluma, CA 94952 or https://cityofpetaluma.org/locations/corona-station. The City will
accept public comments on the IS/MND up to and during the City Council hearing.

NOTICE IS ALSO HEREBY GIVEN that Todd Kurtin of Lomas Properties submitted an application for a Zoning Text
Amendment, Development Agreement, Tentative Subdivision Map, Residential Density Bonus with incentive/conces-
sion, Conditional Use Permit (CUP), and Site Plan and Architectural Review (SPAR) to develop a 110 unit residential
development on the undeveloped parcel at 890 North McDowell Boulevard. On November 12, 2019 and November 19,
2019 the Planning Commission considered the environmental document (IS/MND) and the entitlement applications
and made recommendations to the City Council to adopt the IS/MND but deny the Development Agreement, Tentative
Subdivision Map, and Residential Density Bonus. On January 14, 2020 the Planning Commission considered the Zoning
Text Amendment and denied the amendment. The applicant subsequently submitted an appeal of that denial for con-
sideration by the City Council.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION: The project includes the following entitlements from the City of Petaluma:

(1) Text Amendment to allow single family residential with a Conditional Use Permit in the MU1B zoning district.
(2) Development Agreement between the property owner and the City of Petaluma.
(3) Residential Density Bonus with a concession/incentive in accordance with Petaluma’s Implementing Zoning

Ordinance, Chapter 27 Residential Density Bonus, and California Density Bonus Law. The requested Density
Bonus provides for 10 of the 110 units to be made available to income qualified households at the moderate-in-
come level in exchange for a concession/incentive to allow an increase in building height above the 30-foot
maximum allowed in the MU1B zoning district. The granting of a density bonus will also provide for reduced
parking ratio as outlined in IZO Section 27.070.C. The applicant is not requesting density above the 30 units per
acre allowed in the Mixed Use land use designation.

(4) Tentative Subdivision Map to divide the approximately 6.95-acre property into a 110-lot residential subdivision
with common parcels and a 1.27-acre remainder parcel at the corner of North McDowell Boulevard and Corona
Road.

(5) Conditional Use Permit to allow 65 attached and 45 detached single-family units in the MU1B zoning district.
(6) Site Plan and Architectural Review for the construction of 110 residential units. The Project also includes

onsite amenities, walkways, outdoor common areas, and bio-retention/detention areas. Public improvements
include frontage improvements along North McDowell Boulevard, a crosswalk at North McDowell Boulevard
and Michael Drive, and bike and pedestrian connections to the future multi use path along the SMART rail.

PROJECT LOCATION: 890 North McDowell Boulevard, Petaluma, Sonoma County, California. APN 137-061-019.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVEIW: The IS/MND prepared for the project identifies potentially significant impacts related to
the environmental topics of: Air Quality, Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology/Soils, Greenhouse Gas
Emissions, Hazards & Hazardous Materials, Hydrology/Water Quality, and Noise. Mitigation measures to avoid or
reduce the potentially significant impacts to less than significant levels are identified in the IS/MND and agreed to by
the applicant.

CITY COUNCIL MEETING DATE/TIME: Monday, February 24, 2020, at 6:45 p.m.

MEETING LOCATION: City Council Chambers, City Hall of Petaluma, 11 English Street, Petaluma, CA.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN: You can comment on the project. The City Council will consider the Planning Commission’s rec-
ommendation, the appeal submitted by the applicant, and all public testimony and decide whether to approve, approve
with modifications, or deny the IS/MND and Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program, Development Agreement,
Tentative Subdivision Map, and Residential Density Bonus. The Council will also decide whether to affirm, affirm in
part, or reverse the Planning Commission’s denial of the Zoning Text Amendment. Consistent with IZO Chapter 27, a
decision on the Conditional Use Permit and SPAR application will not occur until after the City Council’s approval of
the Density Bonus.

IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND: You can send a letter to the Planning Division, City of Petaluma, 11 English Street, Petaluma
California, 94952. You can also hand deliver letters prior to the meeting or e-mail comments. All City Council meetings
are televised on the Petaluma Community Access Cable Channel 28.

FOR MORE INFORMATION: You may contact Olivia Ervin, Principal Environmental Planner at (707) 778-4556 or oervin@
cityofpetaluma.org and/or Heather Hines, Planning Manager at (707) 778-4316 or hhines@cityofpetaluma.org. You can
also come to the Planning Division to review the project file. The office is open Monday through Thursdays from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. City Hall is closed Fridays.

Efforts will be made to accommodate persons with disabilities. The City Manager’s office must be notified at (707) 778-
4345 within 5 days from date of publication of this notice if you need special accommodations.

For accessible meeting information:
Please call (707) 778-4360 or

TDD (707) 778-4480

In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you require special assistance to participate in this meeting,
please contact the City Clerk’s Office at (707) 778-4360 (voice) or (707) 778-4480 (TDD). Translators, American Sign
Language interpreters, and/or assistive listening devices for individuals with hearing disabilities will be available upon
request. A minimum of 48 hours is needed to ensure the availability of translation services. In consideration of those
with chemical sensitivities or other environmental illness, it is requested that you refrain from wearing scented products.
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ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE
COUNTY OF SONOMA
3055 Cleveland Ave.

Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Case No. 094121

Petition of: CHRISTOPHER ROY
OESCH for change of name

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
Petitioner CHRISTOPHER ROY OESCH
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
CHRISTOPHER ROY OESCH to
CHRISTOPHER ROY TOWZEY.

THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter appear
before this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause, if any, why
this petition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person object-
ing to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause
why the petition should not be granted.
If no written objection is timely filed,
the court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
3-18-2020 at 3:00 p.m. in Dept 18,
located at 3055 Cleveland Ave. Santa
Rosa, CA 95403.

A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this county:
Petaluma Argus Courier.

Dated: JAN 31 2020
JENNIFER V. DOLLARD
Judge of the Superior Court

40004 – Pub. Feb 6, 13, 20, 27,
2020 4ti.

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE FOR
CHANGE OF NAME

SUPERIOR COURT OF
CALIFORNIA FOR THE
COUNTY OF SONOMA
3055 Cleveland Ave.

Santa Rosa, CA 95403
Case No. SPR-094097

Petition of: ELAINA MAIRE HIRAKIDA
for change of name

TO ALL INTERESTED PERSONS
Petitioner ELAINA MAIRE HIRAKIDA
filed a petition with this court for a
decree changing names as follows:
ELAINA MAIRE HIRAKIDA to ELAINA
MAIRE NOELL.

THE COURT ORDERS that all per-
sons interested in this matter appear
before this court at the hearing indi-
cated below to show cause, if any, why
this petition for change of name should
not be granted. Any person object-
ing to the name changes described
above must file a written objection that
includes the reasons for the objection
at least two court days before the mat-
ter is scheduled to be heard and must
appear at the hearing to show cause
why the petition should not be granted.
If no written objection is timely filed,
the court may grant the petition with-
out a hearing.

NOTICE OF HEARING
3-18-2020 at 3:00 p.m. in Dept 18,
located at 3055 Cleveland Ave. Santa
Rosa, CA 95403.

A copy of this Order to Show Cause
shall be published at least once each
week for four successive weeks prior
to the date set for hearing on the peti-
tion in the following newspaper of gen-
eral circulation, printed in this county:
Petaluma Argus Courier.

Dated: JAN 28 2020
JENNIFER V. DOLLARD
Judge of the Superior Court

40007 – Pub. Feb 6, 13, 20, 27,
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Synopsis of City of Petaluma City Council Ordinance No. 2720
N.C.S. Upholding the Appeal Filed by the Applicant, Overturning
the Planning Commission’s Denial, and Amending the Zoning Map

Contained in the Implementing Zoning Ordinance, No. 2300 N.C.S., to
Rezone the Property Located at the Northwest Terminus of Graylawn

Avenue (APN 019-010-009)
Introduction

On February 3, 2020, at its regularly scheduled City Council meeting, the
Petaluma City Council, by a vote of 5/2, with Council Members Healy,
Kearney, King, McDonnel, and Miller voting in favor, and Mayor Barrett
and Vice Mayor Fischer opposed, introduced Ordinance No. 2720 N.C.S.
(Ordinance) Upholding the Appeal Filed by the Applicant, Overturning the
Planning Commission’s Denial, and Amending the Zoning Map Contained
in the Implementing Zoning Ordinance, No. 2300 N.C.S. (IZO), to rezone the
property located at the Northwest Terminus of Graylawn Avenue, APN 019-
010-009, (Property) in Petaluma. The Ordinance is scheduled for adoption at
a regular meeting of the City Council to be held February 24, 2020 as soon
as the matter can be heard according to the agenda schedule following the
opening of the meeting at approximately 6:45 p.m. Petaluma City Council
meetings are conducted in the Council chambers in City Hall located at
11 English Street, Petaluma, California. This synopsis of the Ordinance is
provided in accordance with the requirements of Section 45 of the Petaluma
City Charter governing advertisement and other requirements for adop-
tion of City ordinances. A copy of the Ordinance is posted on the bulletin
board located at City Hall, 11 English Street, Petaluma, California, and is
available at https://petaluma.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=31&-
clip_id=2890&meta_id=446427, and in the office of the City Clerk, 11 English
Street, Petaluma, California.

Background

On November 19, 2019, the Petaluma Planning Commission considered, but
failed to pass, a motion to adopt a resolution recommending that the City
Council adopt a proposed ordinance amending the IZO Zoning Map to rezone
Assessor’s Parcel 019-010-009 to R4 to be consistent with the General Plan
Land Use Designation for the parcel. The rezone was requested as part of the
development application for the Sid Commons Project (Project). Under the
IZO, the Planning Commission’s failure to recommend the ordinance had the
effect of denying the requested rezoning. The Project applicant appealed the
denial to the City Council. The Council heard the denial on February 3, 2020.

Synopsis

If adopted by the City Council, the Ordinance would overturn the Planning
Commission’s denial of the Zoning Map Amendment and rezone Parcel 019-
010-009 to R4. The R4 zone is consistent with and implements the Medium
Density Residential General Plan Land Use designation that applies to Parcel
019-010-009. The R4 zone permits a range residential development including
single dwellings and multiple unit structures with densities from 8.1 to 18
units per acre. The ordinance includes required zoning map amendment
findings specified in the IZO. After the Ordinance takes effect (along with
a related resolution making an amendment to the Oak Creek Apartment
Planned Unit Development to remove Parcel 019-010-009), the Project
will still be subject to Site Plan and Architectural Review by the Planning
Commission. The ordinance relies on and refers to the City Council’s certifi-
cation of an Environmental Impact Report for the Project on February 3, 2020
by Resolution no. 2020-021 N.C.S.

Claire Cooper
City Clerk
February 6, 2020
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARINGS
Public hearing to adopt revised admissions criteria for first-time first-year
students beginning in 2021-2022 to comply with CSU enrollment goals.

WHAT IS BEING PLANNED?
Notice is hereby given that Sonoma State University (SSU) will hold public
hearings to receive comments and evidence on the proposed changes in
admission policies related to first-time first-year students.

WHEN AND WHERE
Tuesday, February 25, 2020, 5:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.
Sonoma County Department of Education
5340 Skylane Blvd., Conference Room Redwood C
Santa Rosa, CA 95403

Thursday, February 27, 2020, 10:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.
Sonoma State University
Salazar Hall, 2nd Floor
Administration and Finance Conference Room A
1801 East Cotati Avenue
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Friday, February 28, 2020, 2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Sonoma State University
Salazar Hall, 2nd Floor
Administration and Finance Conference Room A
1801 East Cotati Avenue
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

Any person may present oral comments at public hearings. Persons with
similar concerns or opinions are encouraged to choose one representative to
speak. Time limitations on presentations will be imposed.

AVAILABILITY OF DOCUMENTS
The tentative supporting documents and Notice of Public Hearing that
describes the proposed change and explains the need for the change will
be distributed at these hearings and are available for review and copying
by appointment on weekdays between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. at the following
address:

Sonoma State University
Admission and Records
1801 E. Cotati Avenue
Rohnert Park, CA 94928

The above referred documents are also available on the SSU website at:
http://admissions.sonoma.edu/how-apply/impacted-majors

PUBLIC COMMENT AND SUBMITTAL OF EVIDENCE
Persons wishing to comment on the proposal are invited to submit their com-
ments electronically at http://admissions.sonoma.edu/how-apply/impact-
ed-majors. To be evaluated and considered by campus personnel and the
CSU Chancellor’s Office, all written comments and evidence must be received
by the campus by 12 p.m. on March 2, 2020. Late submittal of written com-
ments or evidence will not be allowed or accepted into the record for this
matter without a showing of good cause for the delay. In no event will late
submittal of written comments or evidence be allowed or accepted if any
party would be unduly prejudiced by the late submittal or if staff or the cam-
pus would not have an adequate opportunity to review, consider, and respond
to the comments or evidence.

SCOPE OF HEARINGS AND HEARINGS PROCEDURES
SSU plans to end impaction for first-time first-year students on the class-level
and would begin admitting first-time first-year applicants at the CSU mini-
mum effective Fall 2021. Impaction at the major-level remains and will not be
changed for 2021-22. Sonoma State is committed to creating opportunities for
more first-time first-year students to earn a bachelor’s degree.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
For additional information, please visit
http://admissions.sonoma.edu/how-apply/impacted-majors
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PUBLICNOTICE PUBLICNOTICE PUBLICNOTICE

FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00099
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
GLITTER QUEEN DESIGNS located
at 2533 ACACIA RD, SANTA ROSA,
CA 95476 Sonoma County, is hereby
registered by the following owner(s):
TORRES GUADALUPE, 2533 ACACIA
RD, SONOMA, CA 95476
This business is conducted by: An
Individual

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on N/A.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
GUADALUPE TORRES, OWNER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/09/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Norma Gonzalez
Deputy Clerk

SEAL

39274 - Pub. Feb 6, 13, 20, 27,
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FICTITIOUS
BUSINESS NAME STATEMENT

FILE NO. 2020-00363
The following person (persons) is (are)
doing business as:
ABVI SANTA ROSA located at 1800
SANTA ROSA AVE, SANTA ROSA, CA
95407; Sonoma County, is hereby reg-
istered by the following owner(s): DNA
SANTA ROSA LLC, 1800 SANTA ROSA
AVE, SANTA ROSA, CA 95407
This business is conducted by: A CA
Limited Liability Company

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on 12/19/2017.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
BIPIN PATEL, MANAGING MENBER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/31/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Carrie Anderson
Deputy Clerk

SEAL
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TAYLOR LANE, OCCIDENTAL, CA
95465
This business is conducted by: An
Individual

The registrant commenced to trans-
act business under the fictitious name
or names above on N/A.

I declare that all information in this
statement is true and correct. Signed:
NICHOLAS LOUIS MAIMONE, OWNER

This statement was filed with the
County Clerk of SONOMA COUNTY on
01/28/2020

I hereby certify that this copy is a
correct copy of the original statement
on file in my office.

DEVA MARIE PROTO
Sonoma County Clerk
By /s/ Darrell Light
Deputy Clerk

SEAL
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To
place
a Legal/
Public
Notice,
Please
call

Stefanie
Puckett

at:
707-526-8508

Or send
an email to:

legals@arguscourier.com

In the 1970s
Voters approved a severe
state tax-limit measure
known as Prop. 13.

The state Coastal Com-
mission was approved to
control planning in areas
near the Pacific Ocean.

Voters twice approved
the long-delayed Warm
Springs Dam project north
of Healdsburg.

Spring Lake and Annadel
Parks expanded the recre-
ational activities in Santa
Rosa.

Hewlett-Packard agreed
to buy 200 acres of the
Fountaingrove area for a
plant site and opened a
large high-tech operation
in Santa Rosa.

Iva Warner became a ma-
jor environmental voice in
1970s and ‘80s.

The Farm Trails Associa-
tion was formed to pro-
mote county agricultural
products.

Copyright © 2010
Sonoma County Historical Society
P.O. Box 1373, Santa Rosa, CA 95402
www.sonomacountyhistory.org
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Students in McKinley School’s 
kindergarten class studied 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears 

this week. According to their teacher, 
Kristen Alton, these eager readers 
compared different versions of  the 
familiar story, practiced retelling, and 
became engineers testing out ways to 
build a chair that would hold up under 
the pressure of  pennies. Congratula-
tions to the two groups whose story-
book-inspired chairs could hold over 
60 pennies.

—
The eighth-grade students at St. 

Vincent Elementary School are off 
to the woods. According to Admis-
sions Coordinator, Danielle Rynning, 
these junior high adventurers will 
spend the week among the Redwood 
Trees in Occidental. “This adventure 
comes as they prepare to graduate 
from a school some have attended for 
nine years. This outdoor education 
provides the students time to bond 
together on hikes, sky bridges and 
many other activities out in nature. 
While the oldest group of  students 
is off on the outdoor adventure, the 
young students in first-grade are busy 
investigating nature and learning 
what things to consider when mak-
ing predictions. These scientists in 
training are observing the life cycle 
of  a caterpillar. They check in daily to 
see if  there are any changes. They are 
interested and excited about nature,” 
states Rynning.

—
McDowell’s Monarchs are busy 

working hard at playing. Last week, 
Principal Lauri Anderson shared that 
all McDowell students participated in 
Global School Play Day. “Our entire 
campus was energized 
by the creativity, in-
ventiveness, compas-
sion, and cooperation 
of  our students,” 
Anderson said. “Stu-
dents interacted with 
Legos, Play-doh, foam 
ramps, cardboard 
and all sorts of  other 
items in this epic 
celebration of  positive 
play. It was an unfor-
gettable experience.” 
On Friday, docents from the Charles 
Schulz Museum brought incredible ac-
tivities to McDowell School’s kinder-
garten and sixth-grade students. “For 
our aspiring artists and animators, 

this was an especially valuable day,” 
Anderson said. “This was a great way 
to celebrate McDowell Monarchs’ 

artistic creativity and 
connect with our local 
community,” notes 
Anderson.

—
Valley Vista’s 

Elementary students 
also enjoyed campus 
activities for Global 
School Play Day. 
Valley Vista’s Vikings 
hosted their third 
year of  this event. 
“Unstructured play is 

a critical component of  child develop-
ment so all students TK through sixth 
could choose where and how to play,” 
explained principal Catina Haugen. 
Flag football, checkers, painting, 

robotics, reading a book and building 
creations with cardboard were a few 
of  the options kids picked. Staff had 
an eye on safety as students roamed 
campus with friends. From games to 
activities, from big play to quiet play, 
all Vikings enjoyed the day.

—
I love this story during Valen-

tine’s week. The Petaluma Health 
Care District published its February 
Community Health newsletter with 
the story “Staying Alive: Hands-Only 
CPR” about supporting Heart Safe 
programs in our local schools. Every 
Heart Month, Healthquest CPR teams 
up with the Petaluma Fire Depart-
ment to teach hands-only CPR to 
more than 770 seventh-grade students 
throughout Petaluma. The message 
also included a reminder that if  you 
follow the beat “Staying Alive” by the 

Bee Gees, you will administer perfect-
ly-timed CPR chest compressions. For 
more details about the school program 
or to sign up for a CPR class contact 
https://phcd.org/healthquestclasses.
php.

—
Sharing the Love with our com-

munity. Local students hand-made 
heartfelt Valentines for clients of  
Petaluma People Services Center and 
the volunteers at Petaluma Education-
al Foundation’s Alphabet Soup Thrift 
Stores. The heartfelt messages of  
thanks and support are sure to bright-
en the day of  all those opening these 
sweet gestures of  love and kindness on 
this Valentine’s Day!

(Maureen Highland is a mother and 
executive director for the Petaluma 
Educational Foundation. She can be 
contacted at schools@arguscourier.

Working hard at playing
McDowell Monarchs, other area students enjoy Global School Play Day

Schools & Youth

The Chalkboard
Maureen Highland

CAARLY COSTELLO PHOTO

School was definitely fun as McDowell students celebrated Global School Play Day.

Athletes prepare for future on Signing Day 

High school football stars were allowed 
to make official their college choices last 
week, and a trio of  Petaluma-area athletes 
were quick to commit to their future.

Wednesday, Feb. 5 was National 
Signing Day, and three of  the area’s 
best — Gio Antonini of  St. Vincent and 
Miguel Robertson and Dominic McHale 
all officially committed to play at differ-
ent schools. All received scholarships, 
although Robertson’s was a merit schol-
arship for academics.

Giovanni Antonini
Antonini’s decision to play at Western 

Oregon University was no surprise. He 
had been leaning toward the Monmouth, 
Oregon school since visiting the campus 
following the end of the St. Vincent season.

“It just feels like home,” he said. “I had 
a great time, and I liked the coaches and 
players I met.”

The 6-foot-3, 250-pound Antonini was 
one of  the most outstanding two-way 
players at a school of  any size in the 
North Coast Section.

He was a major factor in turning 
around a St. Vincent football program 
that went from 1-8 in 2017 to 6-5 in 2018 
and 9-2 last season.

He set all sorts of  school defensive 
records. He was credited with 100 tackles, 
26 for loss, in 11 games this season. In his 
four years of  St. Vincent varsity football, 
he had 285 tackles, 69 tackles for loss and 
12 forced fumbles — all school records.

He was chosen by Cal Hi Sports to its 
first-team All-State Small Schools defen-
sive team this season after being chosen to 
the second-team offensive team last year.

He said Western Oregon coaches have 
projected him at either defensive end or 
middle linebacker.

Western Oregon University is a 
Division 2 school that plays in the Great 
Northwest Athletic Conference. Last 
season the Wolves were 7-4 and shared 
the conference championship with a 5-1 
record. Head coach Arne Ferguston was 
chosen conference Coach of  the Year.

Antonini acknowledged that the team 
success factored into his decision. “I like 
that they have a very good program with 
a lot of  success and that the head coach is 
a defensive guy,” the player said.

The senior said academics were also an 
important consideration, but thus far he 
hasn’t decided on a major.

St. Vincent coach Trent Herzog is 
convinced Antonini can play at Western 
Oregon. “He’s a throwback,” the coach 
said in an earlier inteview, noting that 
Antonini’s physical talents are only part 
of  what makes the player special. “He is 
all heart and toughness,” the coach said. 
“He is one of  the most respected players 
on and off the field.”

Casa signings
Casa Grande’s passing combination of  

quarterback Robertson and wide receiver 
McHale are headed in different direc-
tions. Robertson will go to the heartland 
to play and study at Rose-Hulman Insti-
tute of  Technology in Terre Haute, Indi-
ana. McHale is headed for the warmth of  
the University of  San Diego.

The quarterback-receiver duo carried 
much of  the Casa Grande offense in their 
senior seasons.

Robertson, in his first year as varsity 
quarterback, completed 91 of  161 passes 
for 1,374 yards and 16 touchdowns for a 
quarterback rating of  99.8. He also scored 
two touchdowns rushing.

Twenty-eight of  his passes were caught 
by McHale for 467 yards and a whopping 
nine touchdowns. The rest of  the Casa 
Grande receiving corps had a combined 
seven touchdowns.

He was also one of  the team’s best pass 
defenders and made 21 solo tackles, often 
as the Gauchos’ last line of  defense.

McHale said there were several rea-
sons he accepted a scholarship offer from 
the University of  San Diego.

One is the obvious. “I like the weath-
er,” he said. Of  course, it is much more 
than that. He said he like what he saw of  
the campus, the area and the academics.

“It is the No. 2 business school in Califor-
nia,” he pointed out, which fits right in with 
his plan to study business, although he isn’t 
quite certain where that will lead him.

Going into his final semester at Casa 
Grande, he has a 3.78 grade point average.

He also likes the university’s location. 
He explained that it is close enough to be 
in contact with family and friends, but 
not too close to home.

He noted that the San Diego coaches 
recruited him as a wide receiver, with the 
only instructions being to keep working 
out until the start of summer camp in July.

McHale credited Casa head coach John 
Antonio with helping land the scholar-
ship, but his coach isn’t the only one on 
his thank-you list. “There are a lot of  
people who supported me and helped 
me,” he explained.

McHale is the son of  Tom and Michelle 
McHale, and brother to Genna.

“Dom can absolutely play for San Di-

ego,” Antonio said. “To have a player sign 
with a D1 school is really good for our 
entire program.”

For Robertson, the biggest accomplish-
ment was not being recruited to play foot-
ball, but in getting accepted into one of  
the most prestigious engineering schools 
in the country.

His 4.3 grade point average not only 
allowed him entry, but resulted in him re-
ceiving a merit scholarship for academics.

Robertson knows he hasn’t chosen an 
easy path mixing studies and football, but 
he is confident he can make it work. “It 
won’t be easy,” he said, “but I’m pretty 
sure I can manage it if  I work hard.”

He plans to study to be a biomedical 
engineer, working with prosthetics.

He is also confident he can play foot-
ball at Rose Hulman, a D3 school with a 
strong football schedule.

“I think I can beat someone out and 
earn a spot on the team,” he said.

He is taking with him the memories of  
a great final year at Casa Grande, high-
lighted by a win over Petaluma in the Egg 
Bowl, and playing with a lot of  friends, 
especially his No. 1 passing target.

“It was pretty awesome throwing to this 
guy,” he said, looking at the receiver head-
ed to Southern California sunshine while 
the quarterback travels into snow country.

Robertson is the son of  Steve and 
Maria-Antonia Robertson and has two 
sisters, Ariana and Anamaria.

Antonio said what made the signing 
special was that both players ended ex-
actly where they wanted to be.

“We are going to miss Miguel,” the 
coach said. “He was a great leader. We 
are going to miss his leadership.”

Antonini, Robertson, 
McHale accept scholarships

By JOHN JACKSON
ARGUS-COURIER SPORTS EDITOR
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Casa Grande’s Miguel Robertson will 
continue his football and his education at 
Rose-Hulman Institute of Technology in 
Indiana.

Casa Grande’s Dominic McHale signs to play 
D1 football  at the University of San Diego.

St. Vincent’s 
Giovanni 
Antonini 
signs to 
attend West-
ern Oregon 
University.
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Holocaust survivor Eva 
Schloss to speak at Veterans 
Hall: Chabad of  Petaluma has 
announced a rare public ap-
pearance in Petaluma by Mrs. 
Eva Schloss, 90, an Auschwitz 
survivor and childhood friend 
of  Anne Frank. Marking the 
75th anniversary of  the liber-
ation of  Auschwitz, Schloss — 
whose mother, also a survivor 
of  the camps, went on to marry 
Otto Frank, the father of  Anne 
Frank — will give her own 
account of  her memories of  
young Anne, and her own sur-
vival and post-Holocaust  
life rebuilt. As a girl of  13-15, 
just one month older than 
Anne Frank, Schloss (then Eva 
Geiringer) lived on the same 
block in Amsterdam. She lost 
her father and brother at Aus-
chwitz, and was liberated, with 
her mother, in 1945. She now 
lives in London. The vent will 
take place on Thursday, March 
19, at 7 p.m. 1094 S. Petaluma 
Blvd. Tickets will be $15 for 
students, $25 general, $50 for 
preferred seating, and $100 and 
$180 for VIP and Patron seating. 
AnneFrankPetaluma.com or 
call 559-8585.

‘Mystery Plays’ at Casa 
Grande include comedy by 
John Rustan:  Two comedic 
twists on the classic murder 
mystery will be performed by 
Casa Grande High School stu-
dents over two weekends, Feb. 
28 and 29 at 7 p.m., and March 7 
and 8 at 7 p.m., with one Sunday 
matinee on March 9 at 1 p.m. 
The double shot includes Tom 
Stoppard’s hilarious “The Real 
Inspector Hound,” a spook 
of  Agatha Christie “drawing 
room” mystery plays, and 
“Murder Me Once,” co-written 
by Casa Grande drama instruc-
tor John Rustan and Frank 
Semerano. Both plays will be 
directed by Rustan, with a cast 
that includes students Charlotte 
Gregson, Logan Null, Matthew 
Bortel, Ariana Mendez, Holly 

Van Renselaar, Lily Gutier-
rez, Brooke O’Flaherty, Erik 
Mander, Haylie Silva, Benjamin 
Brown, Kaya Thunen, Sadie 
Wray, Liberty Wiseman, Ariana 
Selna, Ruby Akers and Jared 
Humphreys. Hadia Osmani and 
William Brown are the Stage 
Manager and Lighting Tech-
nician, respectively. Tickets 
available at the door, $10 Gen-
eral Admission, $5 students for 
faculty, seniors, and children 
under 12. Casa Grande High 
School, 333 Casa Grande Road. 

(Have a good idea for a fun, 
newsy, funny or otherwise 
interesting BUZZ item? Drop a 
line to Community Editor David 
Templeton at david.templeton@
arguscourier.com) 

the

Buzz

Schloss, Anne Frank’s stepsister

SILLINESS ENSUES: More mysterious 
comedy from Casa Grande High School.

CASA GRANDE ACTORS KILL: A pair 
of mystery comedies open later this 
month at the high school.

Petalumans recall a 50-mile hike in 1963
On a recent sunny, Sat-

urday morning, seven 
hale and hearty septua-

genarians gathered in front of  
Petaluma Junior High School 
to reminisce over a significant 
(but little recognized) milestone 
of  athletic endurance. They 
were celebrating the 
57th anniversary 
of  when they were 
among 13 PJHS (and 
four Kenilworth Ju-
nior High students), 
who accepted Presi-
dent John Kennedy’s 
1963 fitness challenge 
to walk 50 miles in 
one day.

Energetic and opti-
mistic, though light-
ly prepared, the intrepid group 
eagerly set off from the junior 
high school at 5:15 a.m., Feb. 16, 
1963, with a few sandwiches, 
candy bars and canteens filled 
with water. Their plan was to 
follow the meandering Bodega 
Highway for 25 miles through 
rolling hills and farmland, 
punctuated by several long, 
steep inclines, to a marker near 
Doran Park, then back to the 
school.

Those present at the reunion 

gathering included Stan Augus-
tine, Jeff Getty, Steve Rodgers, 
Ron Rosager, Bob Spurgeon, 
Alan Holmberg and Bob Arf-
sten, who were ninth graders 
at PJHS. Reached by telephone 
were Tom Firestone and Livie 
Van Pelt-Thompson, eighth 

graders representing 
Kenilworth.

Four of  the 
14-year-olds, Augus-
tine, Getty, Rodgers 
and Gary Acorne, 
completed the 
arduous trek, made 
more difficult by 
cold, rainy weather. 
Others lasted as long 
as they could before 
dropping out due to 

blisters, hunger or fatigue.
“Some people dropped out on 

the way out, others on the way 
back,” said retired educator Au-
gustine, who finished the walk 
in 15 hours and 50 minutes. “We 
had no idea it would take as 
long as it did.”

Intended as a test of  fitness, 
willpower and stamina, the 
teenage Petalumans treated it 
as lighthearted fun, an oppor-
tunity to meet the president’s 
challenge and to spend one long 

day with friends.
“I don’t remember it being a 

contest, or being serious about 
finishing,” said Rodgers, who 
retired after teaching 36 years 
in the Twin Hills Union School 
District. “We weren’t even sure 
we would finish. It was kind of  
a lark.”

Described as a craze, a fad, or 
a physical fitness exercise, the 
idea behind the 50-mile walk 

originated with Kennedy’s dis-
covery of  Theodore Roosevelt’s 
executive order from 1908 chal-
lenging Marine officers to finish 
50 miles in 20 hours.

Kennedy expected his 50-mile 
walk to be performed by U.S. 
servicemen as a test of  endur-
ance. But the real impact of  
the 50-mile march was with the 

 ■ TOOLIN’ AROUND TOWN  ■
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Harlan  
Osborne JIM JOHNSON / FOR THE ARGUS COURIER

A reunion of some of the hikers who made a 50-mile trek from Petaluma 
Junior High to Doran Park and back in February of 1963.

Dogs have field day at local parks
Wiseman Park and Rocky Memorial Park among 12 doggie playgrounds

Rebecca Sartain is “between 
dogs” at the moment, but 
that doesn’t stop her from 

making daily visits to her favorite 
dog-friendly neighborhood park 
in Petaluma, the long, narrow 
strip of  attractively green and 
grassy lawn known as Wiseman 
Airport Park. 

“Good morning!” she calls out 
to a well-bundled man with two 
leashed dogs, making their way 
along the walkway. She’s stopped 
at the Fred J. Wiseman memorial, 
a rock-mounted plaque erected 
in tribute to the man who, in 
1911, is believed to have made the 
first-ever air mail delivery, flying 
a load of  letters from Petaluma 
to Santa Rosa in his rickety, 
malfunctioning biplane. As the 
dog walker passes, Sartain notes, 
“I know the names of  most of  
the dogs who come here. I learn 
the dogs names before I learn the 
human names.”

It’s around 7 a.m., just shortly 
after sunrise has begun, Sar-
tain points out the low cottony 
cushion of  fog that hugs the 
ground just beyond the park. 
A shallow seasonal pond fills a 
recess between the lawn and the 
Airport fence, and what water 
remains is being well utilized by 
a squadron of  ducks, and a few 
geese. It is reportedly a popular 

spot for loud and happy frogs. 
A cluster of  cypress trees on a 
small, narrow berm, perfect for a 
book-reading shade-escape on a 
hot day or a small sunrise service 
on an Easter Sunday – all of  
which Sartain has seen over the 
years she’s been coming here.

“This is one of  the best spots 
for dogs in the whole town,” says 
Sartain, adding that many folks 

By DAVID TEMPLETON
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

See Parks, C6

PHOTOS BY DAVID TEMPLETON

Dogs and their walkers prepare to say hello at Wiseman Park, just after sunrise. Wiseman is a popular park for early rising canines.

Kaylee (from Novato) gets ready for a long sprint at Petaluma’s Rocky Memorial Dog Park.

THE PARKS OF PETALUMA
This is part 5 of a multi-part series, taking an in-depth look at 
every single park and park-related facility in the town of Peta-
luma, from its 46 Parks & Recreation-maintained public parks 
and seven recreation facili-ties, to its 10 distinct, County-main-
tained open space areas. Are you part of a community group 
that cares for, supports or looks after a particular park within 
city limits? Willing to give us a little tour and tell us what 
makes that particular slice-of-Petaluma-Heaven special? Drop 
a line to Community Editor David Templeton and let us know. 
You can reach him at david.templeton@arguscourier.com. 
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Remembering ‘Poor Dead Lester’ 

The best way to know my 
family, the Gore family, 
is through everybody’s 

relationship to Lester Gore. 
Lester, who we now know as 
“Poor Dead Lester” — because 
he’s actually been dead for more 
years than he was alive — was a 
kind of  “in your face” character. 

For the 12 years that he lived.
A short life, but a long life … 

for a dog.
We got this dog the same way 

every unconscious family gets 
their dog, not with a lot of  deep 
thought. 

“Mommy! Can we have a dog? 
Please! Please! Please! We’ll 
take care of  him! Please! Please! 
Please!”

She said … Yes! She knew us, 
but she said … Yes.

And we did take care of  him. 
For approximately five weeks.

But what we figured out was 
that Lester had this obsession 
with the smell of  pee and poo. 
What dog doesn’t love that? But 
we didn’t know! It would take 
forever to walk Lester, which 
was fine … in the summer. 

In the fall it was … less inter-
esting. 

In the winter, we were like … 
“No.” No more walking Lester.

So we gave Lester the family 
formal living room.

Now, you might be saying, 
“How can you give your dog 
your formal living room?” But if  
you know anything about family 
living rooms in the ’70s, nobody 
goes into them, except maybe 
twice a year. And even those two 
times, when your whole family 
gathers, the room is filled with 
thick, plastic, see-through fur-
niture covers. So what’s a little 
bit of  newspaper on a carpeted 
floor when you’ve got the whole 
place covered in plastic? 

So that’s where he went.
Until the snow started to 

encroach on the house, and we 
decided to come up with Lazy 
Family Plan No. 2. Which was 
to take a brick, and stick it 
under the garage door, so that 
Lester could come and go as he 
pleased. By this time, Lester 
was around two years old, 
which was like a teenager in dog 
years. So he was super happy to 
get out, because right now, his 
desire to smell pee and poo was 
totally surpassed by his obses-

sion with sex.
Like any adolescent, he want-

ed sex. He wanted sex, and em-
barrassingly enough, after he 
was done smelling the crotches 
of  my friends, especially when 
we got our periods — we were 
13, it was super embarrassing — 
he’d also hump my friends’ legs. 
So we were happy to send him 
out on his merry way. 

We lived in a brick house on a 
whole block of  brick houses. 

And we had a cement drive-
way on a whole block of  cement 
driveways. So whenever he got 
out, he pretty much had the lay 
of  the land. And he got to shag 
any dog that was accessible 
to him. We didn’t know this, 
but our neighbor, who owned 
a white pedigree poodle, let us 
know that Lester — I don’t even 
know how he did it — Lester 
leapt over a six-foot chain-link-
fence to “do it” to her dog. 

Our response was to do … 
nothing. Which we thought was 
a pretty neighborly thing to do, 
though I know, our standards 
were pretty low there. 

After that, Lester became a 
real shadow of  our mother. My 
sister and I just neglected him. 
Lester followed the hand that fed 
him. And we went off to live our 

adult lives. My family moved to 
Manhattan as they downsized, 
and Lester moved with them. 
And by then, he’s a senior citi-
zen, of  course, and his love for 
sex had died down, and his love 
for pee and poo was resurrected 
because now he’s in Manhattan. 
And in Manhattan, the density 
of  odors is amazing!

You know the phrase “Pup-
py Heaven?” That’s Lester in 
Manhattan.  

I didn’t see him too much. I’d 
go back occasionally, and one 

time, I went back to see my fam-
ily, before my sister’s wedding, 
and I got in really late. They 
were living in a tiny apartment 
in Manhattan. I opened the 
front door, and it was so tiny, I 
could see my parents sleeping in 
their bedroom. The lights were 
on. Every light was on. Johnny 
Carson was blaring in the back-
ground. My dad was snoring. 
My mom had a little bit of  that 
sleep-dribble coming out of  her 
mouth.

Typical. Seemed normal.
But something was off.
I woke my mom. 
“Ma! Ma! Wake up! Where’s 

Lester?”
And this was her response.
[Makes long, loud, somewhat 

anesthetized-sounding snore, 
followed by …]

“He’s dead.”
[And right back to the long, 

loud snore]
I shake her again.
“Ma! Mom! Wake up! When 

did this happen?”
By now, she’s fully alert. 
“It was two weeks ago. I didn’t 

want to tell anyone. It’s your 
sister’s wedding. I didn’t want 
anybody to get upset.”

I asked her, “Well, what does 
Dad say about this?” She said, 
“Oh, you know your father. He 
took out the dead body and came 
back with a flat of  blueberries, 
on sale, 50 cents a pint. Do you 
need any blueberries?”

“Mom, we gotta tell Tara.”
“No! Don’t tell Tara. It’s her 

day. Don’t spoil her day.”
The next day, a day early, I 

go down to Philadelphia early, 
to try on this purple taffeta 
monstrosity, which they were 
making me wear at my sister’s 
wedding, and I thought I wasn’t 
going to tell her, but when I saw 
Tara, I just didn’t want to lie. I 
didn’t want to hold it in. She saw 
me across the parking lot, and 
she came out, all exuberant and 
wedding-like, and I said, “Tara. I 

have to tell you something. It’s 
Lester. He’s dead.”

And this was her response.
[After a long, long pause …]
“Did you see my ring?”
The purpose of  this little 

slice of  a story is to tell you 
something you probably already 
know — I didn’t grow up in a 
sentimental family. 

But I want to say, I … I per-
sonally … have never forgotten 
Lester. 

His name is everywhere. Ev-
erywhere, every day, embedded 
in at least a dozen of  my e-com-
merce passwords. Yes. 

So I want to say, Lester-one-
two-three-dollar-sign-all-lower-
case? 

Poor-dead-Lester-hashtag-
twelve? 

P-D-L-99-exclamation-point?
And even … Furry-sex-ma-

chine-underscore-YOLO?
May you rest in peace.

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Upon being 
sent a request for a photograph 
of  Lester, the hero of  the above 
story, its author, Madelyn Clair, 
responded with a note that in-
cluded the following explanation. 
“My sister, who has a daughter 
who IS sentimental (kind of  like 
the normal Marilyn character in 
that ’60s TV sitcom ‘The Mun-
sters’) keeps many photos. She 
is trying to dig one of  Lester up 
... but you can literally take any 
black mutt on the street who looks 
fit and curious and rebellious ... 
and that would be Lester. Ha ha. 
The caption could read, ‘This is 
not Lester ... but it sort of  looks 
like him. Madelyn says, “It’s close 
enough.”’ If  you look up ‘Every-
man’ in Wikipedia you will get 
the concept of  ‘Everydog.’ Lester 
is Everydog, The ‘ordinary’ 
untrained dog who gets to roam 
the streets looking for sex, fun 
and adventure ... the one every 
well-behaved Golden Retriever 
and every docile Pug ‘lap dog’ 
secretly envies. Ha ha.”)

Story slam winner a 
tale of a family and 
its frisky ‘Everydog’
By MADELYN CLAIR
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER

 ■ WEST SIDE STORIES  ■

Madelyn Clair, winner of February’s West Side Stories live storyslam 
competition. 

WEST SIDE STORIES
This true story by Madelyn Clair was 
recorded live on Feb. 5 at Sonoma 
Portworks in Petaluma, as part of 
the monthly “West Side Stories” 
story slam event hosted by Dave 
Pokorny. Each month, storytellers 
are randomly picked from the 
audience to tell five-minute-long 
stories on a different theme each 
month, with one winner chosen by 
the audience. The theme for this 
month was “Family.” The theme for 
next months’ show, on Wednesday, 
March 5, will be “A Journey of 1000 
Miles Begins with a Single Step.” 
For more information, visit  
WestSideStoriesPetaluma.com. 

MEET LESTER: “All 
we found was this pho-
to of Lester as a puppy 
standing next to my 
downstairs neighbor 
Karrie,” says storyteller 
Madelyn Clair of this 
slightly fuzzy 50-year-
old photograph. “It’s 
a bit underwhelming,” 
she admits, “but you 
get a small glimpse 
into Lester’s soon-to-
be-burgeoning energy 
... and my unremark-
able neighborhood.”

Here are some of  the stories and 
columns we are working on for next 
week’s Community section, Thursday, 
Feb. 20, 2020. 

STAR POWER: As Cinnabar The-
ater readies its splashiest fundraiser 
of  the year, we speak with the host 
of  2020’s big Broadway Bash, the San 
Francisco’s Giants own Amy G, plus 
“Hamilton” star Christopher Young, 
who’ll be lending his voice as an 
onstage member of  the big “encores” 
cast.

‘TO PEE OR NOT TO PEE’: The 
hilarious, outrageous stage musical 
‘Urinetown,’ about … well, about 
public restrooms in the not-so-distant, 
somewhat apocalyptic future, open 
this weekend at Spreckels Perform-
ing Arts Center. After winning tons 
of  Tony Awards on Broadway, it’s 
getting the big stage treatment in 
Sonoma County. Theater reviewer 
Alexa Chipman will bring her review.

PETALUMA PARKS: Westridge 
Park isn’t quite “off the beaten path,” 
since the charmingly meandering  
3.4-acre Creekside park pretty much 
IS a beaten path. Our ongoing series 
on the parks of  Petaluma continues 
with a visit to this delightful neigh-
borhood spot for walking, playing, 
gardening and more.

PETALUMA’S PAST: In his new 
column, titled “Luther Burbank, 
The Petaluma Year,” Skip Sommer 
covers a little-known period when the 
not-yet-famous botanist first moved 
to California in 1875 at age 26. For one 
year, he apprenticed with Petaluma’s 
William Howard Pepper and then 
with W.A.T. Stratton, who operated 
competing nurseries.

YOUR WEEKEND: A round-up of  
events — musical, theatrical, cinemat-
ic and otherwise - taking place Feb. 20 
– Feb. 23 in and around Petaluma.  

(Some or all of  these anticipated 
stories are subject to change)

NEXT WEEK IN 
COMMUNITY

 ■ OUT & ABOUT IN PETALUMA  ■

BLACK HISTORY MONTH 
On Thursday, Feb. 13, the Petaluma 

Regional Library (100 Fairgrounds Ln.) 
hosts a theatrical/historical program 
titled “Meet Miz Lucretia Borgia, 
Ma’am,” written and presented by Dr. 
Jacqueline Lawrence, founder of  Legacy 
Showcases, a black history production 
company in Santa Rosa. Meet the head 
plantation cook and housekeeper, Miz 
Lucretia Borgia, Ma’am, who appears 
from the pages of  true American history 
to describe her role as a slave, and to tell 
children, families and all other attend-
ees about the lifestyle, traditions, and 
culture of  enslaved Africans during her 
reign. The free program begins at 4 p.m. 
Then, on Friday, Feb. 14, at 4 p.m., the 
library hosts master drummer Onye 
Onyemaechi, for his entertaining and 
informational children’s program Afri-
can Village Celebration. Using rhythm, 
music and authentic African instru-
ments, Onyemaechi will bring to life the 
beauty and soul of  the drum in African 
village life. 

DEMENTIA CAREGIVERS 
SUPPORT GROUP 
Susan Kay Gilbert continues her 

weekly support group for caregivers 
of  people with Alzheimer’s (and other 
forms of  dementia). The support group 
meets weekly on Thursdays, at the Peta-
luma Seniors Center. 10:30 a.m. to 12:30.  
A donation of  $5 is requested, but no one 
will be turned away for lack of  funds. 
This is a fragrance free gathering. Peta-
luma Seniors Center, 211 Novak Drive. 

THURSDAY NIGHT 
SQUARE DANCING
The beloved tradition of  square 

dancing continues in Petaluma, every 
Thursday evening at 7:30 p.m., at Her-
mann Sons Hall. Professional caller Dan 
Lyke keeps things lively, and the group 

is always looking for new dancers, expe-
rienced or otherwise. Each session is $7, 
and snacks are available for purchase. 
Newcomers are very, very welcome. Her-
mann Sons Hall, 890 Western Ave.

FOOD SUPPORT GROUPS 
Those struggling with issues related to 

overeating, undereating and bulimia are 
invited to visit Food Addicts in Recovery 
Anonymous, a 12-Step. The local group 
meets at The Church of  the Nazarene, 
2689 Adobe Road, on Tuesdays from 9:30-
11 a.m. and on Fridays from 9-10:30 a.m. 
Meetings are free. All are welcome. 

JAZZ AND FRIENDS
Amor Para Todos and Petaluma teach-

er Erika Smith, the mother of  a non-bi-
nary child, present a special reading of  
the book “I Am Jazz,” by activist and 
internet personality Jazz Jennings. Part 
of  an annual National Day of  Readings 
called “Jazz & Friends,” the country- 
wide event on February will include the 
reading of  the 2013 children’s book, in-
spired by the author’s own experiences 
and written with Jessica Herthel. Jen-
nings now appears in the TLC reality TV 
series “I Am Jazz,” which focuses on her 
life with her family as a teenager and as 
a transgender youth. “Jazz & Friends,” 
the day of  readings, was establish a few 
years ago when a national hate group 
launched a bullying campaign against 
a transgender youth in Mount Horeb, 
Wisconsin. The readings are intended to 
create awareness and increase under-
standing. Petaluma will participate with 
its own reading at the Petaluma Region-
al Library, 100 Fairgrounds Drive, 5:30 
p.m. 

‘THEY SHOOT HORSES, 
DON’T THEY?’ 
The Petaluma Film Alliance’s week-

ly film series continues, with the 50th 

anniversary )more or less, keep reading) 
of  Sydney Pollack’s 1969 “They Shoot 
Horses, Don’t They?” a comically dark 
and engaging dance marathon drama 
based on true events from the Depres-
sion-era 1930s. As desperate contestants 
attempt to stay on their feet for 1200 
hours, they conspire and compete to 
win a $1,500 cash prize in a 1,200-hour 
dance marathon. The film earned nine 
Academy Award nominations, with nods 
to Sydney Pollack for Best Director and 
Jane Fonda for Best Actress, and Gig 
Young, who won for Best Supporting 
Actor. Bruce Dern, Susannah York and 
Red Buttons also star. The film was orig-
inally scheduled to screen last October 
(closer to its actually 50-year anniversa-
ry), but the fires, power shutdown and 
evacuations scuttled those plans. Don’t 
miss it. Wednesday, Feb. 19. The film 
screens at 7 p.m. Lecture/introduction 
by Mike Traina at 6 p.m. SRJC’s Carole 
L. Ellis Auditorium, 680 Sonoma Moun-
tain Parkway. Tickets are $5 for students 
and seniors, $6 for all others. Petaluma-
FilmAlliance.org.

During Jazz & Friends at the Library, “I Am 
Jazz” will be read on Thursday, Feb. 27.

Onye Onyemaechi at the Library

‘They Shoot Horses, Don’t They?’ screens 
Wednesday at the SRJC

“Meet Miz Lucretia Borgia, Ma’am,” written 
and presented by Dr. Jacqueline Lawrence.
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Stepping Out

On the same weekend that “Joker” 
went to the Oscars (ultimately 
winning Best Performance by 

an Actor for Joaquin Phoenix), yet 
another Joker-related (slightly) DC 
comics film hit the cinemas, with a titles 
as ebulliently exuberant as “Joker” is 
short, curt and to the point. “Birds of  
Prey (And the Fantabulous Emanci-
pation of  One Harley Quinn), brings 
back Margot Robbie’s gleefully violent 
shrink-turned-psychopath Harley 
Quinn, in a standalone tale of  carnage 
and charisma, told with style and a lot 
of  R-rated bloodshed.

Here’s what two of  our pool of  local 
film reviewers have to say about this 
film.

‘BIRDS OF PREY (AND THE 
FANTABULOUS EMANCIPATION 
OF ONE HARLEY QUINN)’ (R)
Amber-Rose Reed

Here’s the thing, dear reader — I 
didn’t think I was going to like “Birds of  
Prey.” 

I love the comics, I love the cast, 
but DC’s burned me before, and I was 
skeptical.

I’m happy to say, I was wrong.
“Birds of  Prey (and the Fantabulous 

Emancipation of  One Harley Quinn)” 
is delightful. It’s a gem of  a movie and 
it blew my mind how much I enjoyed it. 
What follows is a list of  things I loved 
about “Birds of  Prey,” in no particular 
order and without spoilers.

Margot Robbie’s voice-over. Harley as 
narrator is engaging, sympathetic, and 
entertaining, and Robbie’s voiceover 
pulls the viewer into the movie and 
keeps them there. It doesn’t feel like a 
cheap device. It feels like a friend telling 
you a story.

Its non-linear narrative. This also 
avoids feeling like a cheap device. It’s 

a clever frame for 
introducing a whole 
new cast of  charac-
ters and succeeds in 
continually upping 
the stakes as the plot 
becomes clear.

Gotham City. This 
take on Batman’s 
gloomy metropolis is 
over-the-top, weird, 
and super creepy. 
Abandoned amuse-
ment park? It’s got 
one. Chemical plant? 
That’s just down the 

street. It feels like a place out of  a comic 
book, and yet it’s grounded with details 
like the best place to get a breakfast 
sandwich.

Its villain. Wow. I love Ewan McGre-
gor. This is always true, to be fair, but 
here, he is an utterly awful, evil delight. 
Clearly, he finds the scenery delicious 
because he chews up a storm, and deliv-
ers one of  the most relevant, “now” vil-
lains in cinema — a mediocre rich guy 
who cannot understand why everything 
doesn’t just fall in his lap, why women 
won’t just capitulate, and who truly 
believes he’s the center of  every scene.

Its heroes. And yeah, I’m including 
our emancipated protagonist Harley 
with the heroes, though she’s more of  
an anti-hero, really. All five of  them 
are flawed, struggling, conflicted, and 
strong. Not “strong female character” 
strong, which can often be a shorthand 
for a badass, busty robot sassing her 
way through a movie. There is nothing 
wrong with being any of  those things, 
of  course, but there is a stereotype that 
often involves not showing emotion, not 
being allowed traditionally feminine 
pastimes, or not being “like other girls,” 
which often means not getting along 
with other girls. “Birds of  Prey” doesn’t 
avoid this trope. It runs circles around 
it, trips it, and then gleefully makes off 
with its lunch money. Its characters 
are allowed to sob, to punch, to paint 
their nails, to like fashion or be utterly 
confused by it. And the relationships the 
five of  them build throughout the movie 
may be my favorite thing about it.

The way it grapples with reality. 
Comic book movies can be silly and fun, 
but silly and fun doesn’t have to mean 
meaningless or vapid. Sometimes, it 
seems like these types of  characters, 
most of  them decades old and built from 
archetypes, aren’t really people. But 

See Millennials, C4

‘BIRDS OF PREY’: The R-rated comic book spinoff 
makes our reviewers very, very happy. 

“So, I Just Saw This Movie …”
    Millennials Talk Cinema

“A year of  so before I got serious 
about songwriting, in 1969, 
I was playing drums in a 

local band, and I wrote a song with a 
cowboy singer named Red Steagal,” 
says singer and songwriter JD South-
er, best known for penning pop hits for 
the Eagles, Linda Ronstadt and James 
Taylor, among others. “He came from 
my hometown of  Amarillo. He was 
from another era of  music than us. 
Red and I sat down one day and wrote 
this song. I think it was called ‘Foot-
prints in Her Yard.’ It was my first 
song, but it was a mid-chart country 
hit. I thought, ‘What a brilliant way to 
make money.’ ”

Souther went on to become one of  
the architects of  the melodic, country- 
inflected pop known as the Southern 
California Sound — a songwriter with 
a knack for succinctly detailing a sub-
ject’s inner life.

During the past 50 years, he has 
penned hits for the Eagles (“Best of  
My Love,” “New Kid in Town,” “Heart-
ache Tonight,” “How Long”), Linda 
Ronstadt (“Faithless Love”), Bonnie 
Raitt (“Run Like a Thief”), James 
Taylor (“Her Town, Too”), Don Henley 
(“The Heart of  the Matter”), Warren 
Zevon (“Simple Man, Simple Dream”) 
and many others. He’s also performed 
with the Souther-Hillman-Furay Band 
and as a solo artist.

In 2013, the 74-year-old Souther was 
inducted into the Songwriters Hall of  
Fame.

He’s also appeared in several films, 
including Steven Speilberg’s 1989 
romantic fantasy “Always,” in which 
Souther on camera sings the Platters’ 

hit “Smoke Gets in Your Eyes” to 
co-stars Holly Hunter and Richard 
Dreyfuss.

“I think Carrie Fisher hooked me up 
with that gig,” he says.

Souther — a frequent visitor to 
Petaluma and the West Marin coast — 
brings his one-man show to the Mystic 
Theatre in Petaluma on Feb 22.

“It’s a great town,” the Tennessee 
resident says of  Petaluma, “a wonder-
ful little town.”

Born in Detroit and raised in Am-
arillo, Texas, Souther focused on jazz 
drumming and reed instruments as 
a teen. He enjoyed modest success as 
the leader of  a local band called the 
Cinders. In the late-’60s, he moved to 
Los Angeles.

“I just sort of  fell in with this crowd 
that was playing acoustic guitars,” he 
says. “I went home to my dad’s music 
store in Texas and said, ‘I need an 
acoustic guitar.’ He asked, ‘Why? You 
have a clarinet and two saxophones 
and two sets of  drums. Why do you 
need an acoustic guitar?’ I told him, 
‘I want to try writing songs. I like it.’ 
I had started doing it a little bit and it 
seemed to come naturally. So he gave 
me a guitar.”

In L.A., Souther met fellow musician 
Glenn Frey, an aspiring songwriter 

who shared an interest in country 
and rock and was dating the sister of  
Souther’s girlfriend. The musicians 
became roommates — and neighbors 
of  another aspiring songwriter named 
Jackson Browne. Eventually, Souther 
and Frey formed a duo called Long-
branch Pennywhistle. The duo signed 
to a small regional label.

“I’m not sure what they expected of  
us,” he says of  the label, “but they did 
something wonderful by just not really 
knowing what to do with us. They 
asked, ‘Who do you want to play with 
on your record?’ We were surprised 
that we got to choose. So we said, ‘(Ace 
session drummer) Jim Gordon, (Cajun 
fiddler) Doug Kershaw, (and guitarists) 
Ry Cooder and James Burton’ — all 
the best guys in town that we could 
think of.

“The songs weren’t, how should I 
say, fully realized,” he goes on, “but 
the playing is awful good.”

The album didn’t sell well and the 
label soured on the duo’s songwriting, 
informing them that their next album 
would be all covers. Souther and Frey 
balked at that notion and spent a cou-
ple of  years honing their skills until 
music magnate David Geffen heard 
their original material. He agreed to 
buy out their contracts and helped 
lay the foundation for the Southern 
California Sound.

In 1971, Frey joined Don Henley — 
who along with Frey had recorded 
with Ronstadt — Bernie Leadon and 
Randy Meisner to form the Eagles. The 
following year, Souther released his 
solo debut, “John David Souther,” the 
same year Geffen released Browne’s 

A masterful musical architect
Singer-songwriter JD Souther brings his one-man show to the Mystic Theatre

JD Souther to appear at the Mystic. The hit songs he’s written include “Best of My Love,” “New Kid in Town” and “Her Town, Too.”

 ■ LIVE MUSIC    ■

See Souther, C7

By GREG CAHILL
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER PLANNING TO GO?

Who: JD Souther, solo acoustic
When: Saturday, Feb. 22, at 8:30 p.m. 
Where: Mystic Theatre & Music Hall, 23 
Petaluma Blvd. N., Petaluma
Price: $30
Information: MysticTheatre.com

Exploring songs without borders

Prince once said of  Ani Di-
Franco, “After being with 
her, it dawned on me why 

she’s like that — she’s never 
had a ceiling over her.”

Even when she hardly had 
a bed to sleep in, the fiercely 
independent artist never suc-
cumbed to pre-set boundaries. 
Instead, she fought for every 
scrap of  opportunity and built 
a career from nothing. As a 
teen-ager living on the streets 
of  Buffalo, New York, she cele-
brated her 16th birthday in the 
bus station where she slept. At 
19, she launched her own label, 
Righteous Babe Records, and 
released her self-titled debut 
album. Now, at 49, her path is 
the template for any indepen-
dent artist, something even a 
relentless maver-ick like Prince 
sought to emulate when he was 
struggling to break free from 
his Warner Brothers contract.

She comes to the Mystic The-
atre Wednesday, Feb. 19, for a 
sold-out show, with Santa Rosa 
native Jesca Hoop opening.

With more than two dozen 
albums under her belt, Di-
Franco has been under a spell 
of  reflection lately, re-leasing 
her memoir “No Walls and the 
Recurring Dream” last year 
before going on tour. It’s been 
a long time since her defiant 

song “32 Flavors” first turned 
heads in the mid-’90s, sparking 
sing-alongs, thriving some-
where outside of  mainstream 
in sweaty clubs and on Lilith 
Fair tours and rolling off the 
tongues of  both straight and 
gay fans looking for someone to 
connect with.

When she came out as bisex-
ual in her early 20s, some were 
heartbroken, some were hurt, 
but many learned to live with 
it. Now, married (to a man, her 
sound engineer) with two kids 
and living in New Orle-ans 
for the past 15 years, she’s as 
unapologetic about her choic-
es as she was when she wrote 
“In or Out,” singing, “Guess 
there’s something wrong with 
me / guess I don’t fit in / no one 

Singer-songwriter Ani DiFranco will play 
sold-out concert in Petaluma on Feb. 19
By JOHN BECK
FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

JILL MCCRACKEN / RIGHTEOUS BABE RECORDS 

Grammy winner Ani DiFranco has released more than 20 albums. 
She is playing a concert in Petaluma on Feb. 19.

HOPING TO GO?
Who: Ani DiFranco, with Jesca 
Hoop 
When: 8:30 p.m. Wednesday,  
Feb. 19
Where: Mystic Theatre, 23 Petalu-
ma Blvd. N., Petaluma
Admission: Sold out, but you can 
sign up for the Mystic’s waitlist, or 
search ticket resale websites. 
Information: 707-775-6048, 
mystictheatre.com

See DiFranco, C7
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here, they deal with problems in a way that feels real. 
Renee Montoya (an excellent Rosie Perez) in particular 
epitomizes this — her troubles at work stem from being 
a good, unrecognized cop, but that leads to anger and 
self-destruction. Sometimes virtue alone isn’t enough to 
keep it all together.

I’m not saying “Birds of  Prey” is flawless. I am saying 
I personally see no flaws, will be going to see it again as 
soon as possible, and cannot wait to see director Cathy 
Yan’s take on Gotham City Sirens — or whatever else 
she has in store for us in future.

‘BIRDS OF PREY’
Katie Wigglesworth
It was so, so good and i want more people to see it 

because it needs love. 
It’s female written, directed, 

produced, fabulously cast, only 
features music by women, and is so 
clever and delightful in its handling 
of  female interactions and charac-
terization. Plus, it features women of  
varying ages and backgrounds. 

Everyone is excellent. “Birds of  
Prey (and the Fantabulous Eman-
cipation of  one Harley Quinn)” is 
so lovingly made, I hope it gets a 
banner second weekend because it 
rally deserves a good financial run. 
We need more from Margot Robbie’s 
production company. We need more 
movies like this. 

I, personally, need to see this at least twice more.

Millennials Continued from C3HOW TO REACH US
News releases for the Community section may be mailed to 
the Argus-Courier, P.O. Box 750308, Petaluma 94975; emailed 
to david.templeton@arguscourier.com or hand-delivered to 
719C Southpoint Blvd. weekdays between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

 ■ Deadline is at least two weeks prior to the event.
 ■ Press releases should be typed and must include date, time, 

place and a telephone contact.
For more information, call David Templeton at 776-8461.

Find more local entertainment 
events at petaluma360.com

Your Weekend

THURSDAY
MARCO AND THE POLOS
A sibling quartet featuring Ju-

dith (on keys and hand percus-
sion), Tricia (guitar and banjo), 
Frances (on vocals) and Mick 
(aka Marco Hellman, on drums), 
Marco and the Polos are named 
in part for the beloved call-and-
response game they played as 
kids. Performing music ranging 
from blues and rock covers to 
Americana-tinged originals, 
the foursome are joined this 
weekend at the Aqus Café by fin-
gerstyle guitarist Stevie Coyle, 
Joshua Zucker and Austin de 
Lone. 198 H St. 7-9 p.m. no cover. 
Aqus.com.

FRIDAY
THE VAGINA 
MONOLOGUES
Eve Ensler’s monumental, 

Obie-winning work of  documen-
tary theater and social activ-
ism sparked a movement, and 
every year thousands of  women 
gather to perform the place on 
Feb. 14. The tradition has taken 
hold in Petaluma, and this year, 
under the direction of  Ronda 
Black, the riveting, hilarious, 
heartbreaking and soul-ex-
panding show takes place at the 
tiny and fabulous Kaleidoscope 
Cabaret, 927 N. Petaluma Blvd. 
(next door to Custom Costumes). 
Linked, per tradition, to the One 
Billion Rising organization, the 
evening begins with workshops 
on gender-violence and strategic 
anti-violence advocacy from 5-7 
p.m. “The Vagina Monologues,” 
a series of  short vignettes 
adapted from dozens of  inter-
views with women across the 
planet, begins at 7:30. The show 
is in English, with American 

Sign Language interpretation. 
Tickets are $15. Available on 
BrownPaperTickets.com.

ROGER BOLT 
AND BORDERLINE
Soulful singer Roger Bolt 

will be joined by local mando-
lin-and-fiddle virtuoso David 
(Gus) Geralick, guitarist Rod 
Gross and bassist John Speer, 
in The Sanctuary at Lagunitas 
Brewing Company. 1280 N. Mc-
Dowell Blvd. 4:20 p.m. No cover. 
Lagunitas.com.

THE INCUBATORS
Soulful, rootsy, rock-y, and 

groovy-as-all-get-out, The 
Incubators — fronted by Katie 
Freeman and Chris Chappell — 
are taking the stage at The Big 
Easy for a special uber-roman-
tic, candlelit Valentine’s concert. 
After opening the show with duo 
Dawn & Tony at 7:15 p.m., the 
Incubators take the stage for a 
soft-and-sexy acoustic set at 8:30 
p.m. Then, at 9:45 p.m., they pick 
up the heat with an electric set 
perfect for dancing. $15 advance, 
$20 at the door. 10% of  the cover 
charge will be donated to the 
nonprofit Friends of  the Koala, 
fighting for Northern Rivers 
Koalas affected by Australian 
bushfires (friendsofthekoala.
org). 128 American Alley. 8 p.m. 
BigEasyPetaluma.com.

SPIKE SIKES AND HIS
AWESOME HOTCAKES
The Big Easy welcomes the 

Texas-born-but-now-Petalu-
ma-based singer-songwriter 
known as Spike Sikes, with his 
five-piece band the Awesome 
Hotcakes, plus blues artist Paul 
Sanchez (founder of  the New 
Orleans band Cowboy Mouth), 
for an eclectic evening of  funky, 

groovy, jazzy, bluesy, jump-jive-y 
fun. 8:30 p.m. 256 North, 256 N. 
Petaluma Blvd. $10 cover, unless 
you are dining at the restaurant. 
256North.com.

THE MELVINS
Named for a widely disliked 

employee at a Thriftway store 
in Montesano, Washington — 
where founding member Buzz 
Osborne once worked, The 
Melvins are a legendary experi-
mental-grunge-sludge-metal-al-
ternative-doom band, founded in 
1983. With over 30 albums, and a 
reputation for constant change 
and reinvention, they are one of  
the bands known for influencing 
the grunge sound of  the ’80s. 
In 2017, Metal Injection ranked 
The Melvins at No. 2 on its list 
of  Heaviest Grunge Bands of  
All Time. Mystic Theatre, 21 N. 
Petaluma Blvd. $25. MysticThe-
atre.com.

CHOPPIN’ BROCCOLI
Performing the hottest hits of  

the awesome ’80s, the magnif-
icent Choppin Broccoli brings 
to life your favorite songs by 
Prince, Van Halen, Michael 
Jackson, The Cars, Duran Du-
ran, Billy Idol, The Go-Go’s, The 
Beastie Boys and a spectacular 
slew of  others. Hankering to 
dance this Valentine’s Day? The 
Twin Oaks Roadhouse has you 
covered. Door open at 7:30 p.m., 
with the free, no cover show 
commencing at 8 p.m.  5745 Old 
Redwood Highway, Penngrove. 

SATURDAY
SONO-TRIETTE
A three-musician variation of  

the four-musician SonoMusette, 
SonoTriette features Parisian 
vocalist Mimi Pirard, accor-

dionist Robert Lunceford and 
stand-up bassist Jan Martinelli. 
With superb attention to detail, 
the ensemble authentically 
recreates the haunting and 
emotion-drenched musical 
styles mid-1900s Paris. Songs by 
Edith Piaf, Jacques Brel, Charles 
Trenet and others make up their 
repertoire. This post-Valentine’s 
Day concert (still plenty roman-
tic, even the day after) will take 
place at Aqus Café, 198 H St., at 7 
p.m. No cover. Aqus.com.

SUNDAY
NEW MUSIC DECANTED
‘Proprietary Blend: Works for 

Violin by Female Composers’ 
is the name of  a special live 
program of  music featuring 
violinist Rachel Patrick. The 
concert is presented by New 
Music Decanted, a Napa-based 
nonprofit podcast and salon 
series dedicated to showcasing 
exemplary modern day musical 
compositions, and the artists 
who perform them. The Petalu-
ma Arts Center (230 Lakeville 
St.) is the perfect spot for this af-
ternoon of  works by composers 
Joan Tower (“Platinum Spirals 
for solo violin,” 1976), Caroline 
Shaw (“In Manus Tuas for solo 
violin,” 2009, and Chaya Czer-
nowin (“For Violin Solo,” 1981). 
Other works include Chen Yi’s 
“Memory for solo violin,” 2011, 
Kaija Saariaho’s “Nocturne for 

solo violin,” 1994 and Emily Sin-
gleton’s “In Our Walk for solo 
viola, 2019. Tickets $20-$25, with 
advance registration recom-
mended at PetalumaArtsCenter.
org. 

‘HARRY POTTER AND THE
 PRISONER OF ASKABAN’
Flashback Cinemas, the 

popular weekly series of  classic 
films running every Sunday and 
Wednesday, is screening all of  
the Harry Potter films, in order, 
once a month. Having already 
screen Christopher Columbus’ 
well-cast but boringly envi-
sioned first two movies in the 
series, Petaluma’s Boulevard 
14 Cinemas now screens the 
best directed and most artfully 
fashioned of  the bunch: “Harry 
Potter and the Prisoner of  Azka-
ban.” Like the book it was adapt-
ed from, this is the one where 
author J.K. Rowling revealed 
exactly how brilliant (and pa-
tient) a storyteller she is. Twists 
and turns around every corner, 
two-dimensional characters 
reveling themselves to have been 
sneakily three-dimensional all 
along, and a certain “moment” 
involving a rodent, all add up 
to one of  the most riveting and 
gorgeous chapters in the epic 
storyline that is Harry Potter. 
200 C. St. 12:30 p.m. and 6:30 p.m. 
The film runs at the same times 
on Wednesday, Feb. 19. Cine-
mawest.com.

Marco and the Polos

WEREWOLVES OF HOGWARTS: Professor snape faces off against a lycanthrope 
(unseen) in Alfonso Cuaron’s ‘Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban’Violinist Rachel Patrick

Order toda 2y: (707)- 38-2194
www.farmhouse.delivery

Order toda 2y: (707)- 38-2194
www.farmhouse.delivery

Order toda 2y: (707)- 38-2194
www.farmhouse.delivery
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‘A Very Stable Genius’ remains in No. 1 spot
The top selling titles at 

Copperfield’s Books, in 
Petaluma, for the week of  
Feb 3-Feb.9, 2020

“A Very Stable Genius” 
remains in the No. 1 spot 
for its second week, as 
Petaluma’s Bestselling 
Fiction and Nonfiction List 
welcomes a couple of  new-
comers alongside several 
titles who’ve apparently 
moved in to stay. Bivald 
Katarina’s “Welcome to 
the Pine Away Motel and 
Cabins” is this week’s No. 
2 favorite, while Douglas 
Preston’s “The Lost City of  
the Monkey God” returns 
after an extended stay 
away, now checked in at 
No. 3. 

On the list of  Kids and 
Young Adults Bestsellers, 
Amy McCulloch’s “Jin-
xed” takes over the No. 
1 spot from last week’s 
champ, “Dog Man: Fetch 

22,” by Dav Pilkey, now 
at No. 4. In the No. 2 spot 
this week is “Time-less: 
Diego and the Rangers of  
the Vastlantic” by Armand 
Balthazar, followed by 
Judd Winick’s new Hilo 
book, “All The Pieces Fit,” 
currently occupying the 

No. 3 spot.

FICTION & 
NONFICTION 

1. ‘A Very Stable Ge-
nius,’ by Philip Rucker and 
Carol Leonnig

2. ‘Welcome to the Pine 
Away Motel and Cabins,’ 

by Bivald, Katarina
3. ‘The Lost City of  the 

Monkey God,’ by Douglas 
Preston

4. ‘The Dutch House,’ by 
Ann Patchett

5. ‘There There,’ by 
Tommy Orange

6. ‘The Sun Also Sets: A 
Seussical Indictment of  
Trump,’ by David High-
tower

7. ‘Tidelog for Northern 
California 2020,’ from 
Pacific Publishers

8. ‘The Overstory,’ by 
Richard Powers

9. ‘Virgil Wander,’ by 
Leif  Enger

10. ‘Water Dancer,’ by 
Ta-Nehisi Coates

KIDS & 
YOUNG ADULTS

1. ‘Jinxed,’ by Amy 
McCulloch

2. ‘Timeless: Diego 
and the Rangers of  the 
Vastlantic,’ by Armand 
Balthazar

3. ‘Hilo: All the Pieces 
Fit,’ by Judd Winick

4. ‘Dog Man: Fetch 22,’ 
by Dav Pilkey

5. ‘Diary of  a Wimpy 
Kid: Wrecking Ball,’ by 
Jeff Kinney

6. ‘Valentine for Uni the 
Unicorn,’ by Amy Kraus 
Rosenthal

7. ‘The Call of  the Wild,’ 
by Jack London

8. ‘Three Tales of  My 
Father’s Dragon,’ by Rose-
mary Gannett

9. ‘Best Friends,’ by 
Shannon Hale

10. ‘Making Friends,’ by 
Kristen Gudsnuk

(Data compiled by Am-
ber-Rose Reed, Manager 
of  Copperfield’s Books, 
Petaluma)

By DAVID TEMPLETON
ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

 ■ TOP 10 BOOKS  ■

‘A Very Stable Genius’ is 
this week’s No. 1 bestselling 
book in Petaluma.

‘Jinxed’ is the No. 1 bestsell-
ing kids book in Petaluma 
this week.

Beer party, Broadway Bash, crabfeeds and more
UNA VIDA FUNDRAISER
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Tuesday, Feb. 18, 
5:30 – 8:30 p.m.
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? For the 

fifth consecutive year, the community is 
invited to join Una Vida volunteers and 
supporters for a fun-filled evening of  food 
(dinner and dessert), live music and a 
massive raffle crammed with awesome 
treasures. Tickets are $25-$30, and are 
available at the door or on BrownPaper-
Tickets.com (search “Una Vida”). 

WHO DOES IT HELP? Founded in 
1996 by Lynne Moquete, high school 
teacher and former Peace Corps vol-
unteer. The nonprofit organizes and coor-
dinates volunteer efforts in rural Haiti 
and the Dominican Republic, spreading 
cross-cultural awareness and under-
standing. Una-Vida.org. 

WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE KNOW? 
The Lagunitas Brewing Company is at 
1280 N. McDowell Blvd. 

CINNABAR’S BROADWAY BASH 
Doubletree Hotel
Saturday, Feb. 29, 6 p.m.

WHAT’S HAPPENING? Cinnabar 
Theater’s annual Broadway Bash brings 
on some additional “star power” this 
year, with the San Francisco Giants’ 
entertainingly-inquisitive in-game 
reporter (and popular children’s author) 
Amy G. appearing as the gala event’s 
host. Following a cocktail reception at 
Rohnert Park’s Doubletree Hotel, an el-
egant sit-down dinner, and an excursion 
through dozens of  exciting silent auc-
tion items, attendees will watch a grand 
two-act musical show titled “ENCORES.” 
Featuring songs from some of  the most 
cherished musicals ever staged at Cinna-
bar, the show features an all-star lineup 
of  performers, including stage veteran 
Clark Sterling and special guest Christo-
pher Young, currently appearing in San 
Francisco’s “Hamilton.” Dinner choices 
give you a choice of  toasted, pecan-crust-
ed organic chicken breast with apricot 
glaze, herb-crusted salmon with saffron 
beurre blanc and a delicious, still-to-be-
determined vegetarian option.

WHO DOES IT HELP?  All proceeds 
benefit Cinnabar Theater, Petaluma’s 

beloved nonprofit theater company and 
youth performing arts program. 

WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE KNOW? 
Tickets $125 or $1,000 for a table of  eight. 
The Doubletree Hotel is at One Double-
tree Drive in Rohnert Park. Purchase 
tickets at CinnabarTheater.com or in 
person at the box office, Wednesdays-Sat-
urdays at 3333 Petaluma Blvd. N. or on 
the phone at 763-8920.

VISIONS AND VINES CRABFEED 
Herzog Hall, Sonoma 
County Fairgrounds
Saturday, Feb. 29, 
5:30 p.m.-9 p.m.
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING? Support 

Waugh School District with a delcious 
feast of  crab, pasta, salad and bread (and 
one adult or non-adult beverage, depend-
ing). 

The popular ‘80s and ‘90s cover band 
known as Fat Darby will be performing 
live music and there will be live and 

silent auction items. 

WHO DOES IT HELP?  This event is 
a benefit for art, music, library and tech 
programs for Petaluma’s Waugh School 
District.

WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE KNOW? 
175 Fairgrounds Drive. Tickets. Are $70, 
available at wise4waugh.org/crabfeed.

FARMERS AND  RANCHERS 
APPRECIATION NIGHT 
Petaluma Elks Lodge
Saturday, Feb. 29, 
6 p.m.-8 p.m. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING? Chef  Jake 
Mischel is preparing an awesome meal 
for Farmers and Ranchers Appreciation 
nights, a fundraiser for the Elks National 
Foundation. On the menu is Mischel’s 
famous pork chops, spaghetti, roasted 
potatoes and Side of  Tripe, with salad, 
bread and a delicious dessert. There will 
be a raffle too, because … you know ... it’s 

a fundraiser. And that means raffles!

WHO DOES IT HELP?  Since the 
beginning, the Elks National Foundation 
was raised money — more than $500 mil-
lion to date — for a number of  charitable 
projects worldwide.

WHAT ELSE SHOULD WE KNOW? 
The Elks Lodge is at 2105 S. McDowell 
Blvd. Tickets are $20 apiece. Available on 
EventBrite at eventbrite.com/e/farmers- 
and-ranchers-appreciation-night-tickets.

ARGUS-COURIER STAFF

SHARING THE BURDEN: Petaluma’s Una-Vida coordinates volunteer efforts in Haiti, the Dominican Republic and elsewhere.

 ■ HELPING OUT  ■

HAVING A FUNDRAISER?
The Argus-Courier’s calendar of fundraising 
events invites you to submit the details of 
any upcoming benefits that either assist 
locally-based nonprofits and/or Petalumans in 
need, or will take place in Petaluma. Are you 
planning a fundraiser, benefit, volunteer event 
or crowdfunding campaign for a good cause 
or charity? For consideration in Helping Out, 
send the details to David Templeton at david.
templeton@arguscourier.com. Allow at least 
two weeks advance notice, and more is better.

License# 302145Bonded & Insured

Family
Friendly
Painting

Interior/
Exterior

Call Today!
(707) 763-2857

RETIRED COUPLE
Has $$$$ to lend on
California Real Estate*
V.I.P. TRUST DEED COMPANY
OVER 35 YEARS OF FAST FUNDING
Principal (818) 248-0000 Broker

WWW.VIPLOAN.COM *Sufficient equity required-no consumer loans

Real Estate License #01041073
CA Department of Real Estate, NMLS #339217

Private Party loans generally have higher interest rates,
points & fees than conventional discount loans

707.345.1520



C6       PETALUMA ARGUS-COURIER • THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 13, 2020

walk the length of  the park 
every morning with their 
dogs. “The dog owners are 
kind of  a small commu-
nity of  their own,” she 
says. “The Saturday before 
Christmas, we always have 
a dog party down there 
near the playground. Last 
Christmas we had 17 dogs 
and 27 people, something 
like that, all running 
around. A gal made a 
calendar of  all the dogs 
who come here regularly, 
and gave it out. The dogs 
get real excited. We start 
setting up the tables and 
they know right away that 
dog treats are coming.”

As a testament to the 
park’s dog-friendly nature, 
there are a few benches 
here and there with little 
inscriptions naming dog 
lovers who’ve made the 
place a regular part of  
their lives. One bench 
bears three such memori-
als, one to Sandy Barclay 
(1953-2017), saying, “Life 
is better in the company 
of  dogs. It’s not where 
you walk. It’s who walks 
with you.” Another, to Mel 
Smith (1935-2015) declares, 
“Where you walked your 
beloved dogs, and made 
many good friends. You 
are dearly missed by all 
whose lives you touched.” 
Another small plaque, in 
the name of  David Carini 
(1949-2013) says simply, 
“Full Moon Lights My Way 
Home.” 

The majority of  Petalu-
ma’s parks do not permit 
dogs to run free at any 
time. Parks like Wiseman 
allow dogs to go “off leash” 
for specific hours of  the 
day. In all cases, own-
ers are required to keep 

control of  their dogs when 
visiting for some canine 
playtime.

“Dogs need social time, 
and they need to run,” 
says Sartain. “The hunting 
dogs love the cold, frosty 
mornings.”

Parks like Wiseman, 
with huge patches of  grass 
to romp on, are especially 
attractive for those with 
dogs, because their ca-
nines can stretch out and 
really run.

“And it’s great for 
people, too,” Sartain says. 
“You can walk in the park, 
and then take that little 
path up into the airport 
and have breakfast at the 
Two-Niner Diner. Then 
you can walk across the 
street and hit Prince Park, 
where a lot of  people go to 
play catch with their dogs, 
and then keep following 
the trails out from there. A 
lot of  these parks link up. 
It’s nice for walking and 
bike riding.”

Wiseman Airport Park 
(2175 St. Augustine Way) 
– from which one can 
catch awesome views of  
airplanes landing and 
taking off all day long – is 
one of  ten parks, large and 
small, that are identified 
by the Petaluma Parks 
and Recreation Depart-
ment as having a “dog 
run area.” In addition to 
the 20.7-acre Wiseman 
Park, there is Arroyo 
Park (1827 Village East 
Dr., 9.2 acres), Bond Park 
(228 Banff Way, 6-acres), 
Del Oro Park (725 Sartori 
Dr., 3.1-acres), Glenbrook 
Park (1648 Lancaster Dr., 
3.6), McNear Park (1008 
G St., 7-acres), Oak Hill 
Park and Dog Park (336 
Pleasant St., 5.5-acres 
total), Prince Park (2301 E. 
Washington St., 18.3-acres) 
and Turnbridge Park (1407 

Liverpool Way, 2.6-acres).  
There are at least two oth-
ers in town. The 1.8-acres 
Sunrise Park is not named 
on the current Parks and 
Recreation Parks list, but 
is well-posted with rules 
as to when dogs can run 
“off leash.” Then there is 
the privately owned and 
maintained Deer Creek 
Dog Park, a 1.5-acre, fully 
enclosed, well-lighted and 
thoughtfully-provisioned 
exercise area (doggie wa-
ter fountains!) at the North 
edge of  the Deer Creek 
Village shopping center. 

“That’s a good place, 
too,” says Sartain, who 
(like many others in Peta-
luma) refers to Deer Creek 
Dog Park as “Friedman’s 
Dog Park,” because of  
its proximity to the large 
home improvement store. 
“My last dog was huge, and 
very energetic,” she says. 
“She couldn’t run off-leash 
because she was a little too 
energetic. But Friedman’s 
has what we call ‘shifts,’ 
with different people show-
ing up every half-hour with 
their dogs, so there are 
different social groups of  
people and dogs that have 
formed over there.”

With dogs, of  course, 
comes a certain degree of  
mess, but Sartain says the 
vast majority of  dog own-
ers at Wiseman are very 
conscientious. At most of  
the parks open to dogs in 
Petaluma, the users are 
fastidious about replen-
ishing available plastic 
dog-doo bags for the use of  
those who find themselves 
without.

By 7:30, the dogs have 
begun to arrive, gleefully 
chasing each other — and 
the occasional ball — as 
the humans chat with one 
another. 

“It’s a great place to 
greet the day and watch 
the sun rise,” Chartain 
says. “We’re very fortu-
nate to have this, for us 
and for our dogs.”

Each of  Petaluma’s 
sanctioned dog run parks 
has its own character, of  
course. Glen Brook Park, 
like Wiseman, is a neigh-

borhood park, basically 
a strip of  grass, trees and 
walkways, built alongside 
Capri Creek, with a paved 
path on either side of  the 
creek, and plenty of  large, 
grass-filled areas for dogs 
to scamper and play. There 
are benches for resting, 
and the occasional sign: 
“Please Be Courteous. 
Pick Up After Your Pet.” 
Glen Brook connects to 
Sunrise Park, which in 
addition to big, sunny 
lawn areas, boasts a com-
munity garden operated 
by Petaluma Bounty. Bond 
Park, not only features one 
of  the best old-school play-
grounds in town (complete 
with one of  those great old 
smiling stone turtles to 
climb on and a sign warn-
ing: “Caution: Slide May 
Be Very Hot”), has a large 
rectangle of  lawn perfect 
for playing catch with a 
canine. 

Prince Park, at noon, 
proves to be a popular 
spot for people and their 
dogs, with enormous open 
areas for running and 
playing before the various 
sports teams descend on 
the parks primary feature: 
its playing fields. Arroyo 
Park, with not one but 
two playgrounds, abuts a 
neighborhood open space 
cutting a swath of  nature 
in between houses.  Del 
Oro Park, in addition to its 
tennis courts amd a nice 
grouping of  picnic tables 
inscribed with the words 
“This table is a gift from 
Georgette Skellenger. She 
hopes you enjoy it,” allows 
dogs to run on its generous 
lawn for certain portions 
of  the day. 

No exploration of  canine 
playgrounds in Petaluma 
would be complete, of  
course, without a visit 
to Rocky Memorial Dog 
Park (2204 Casa Grande 
Rd.), among the few spots 
in town created solely for 
the enjoyment of  dogs. 
Named for a legendary 

local Police K9-unit dog, 
Rocky’s 21.1-acres are fully 
enclosed, and sit at the 
edge of  the Alman Marsh 
Open Space. Surrounding 
a large open area filled 
with various interesting 
objects for dogs to run 
around, on and through, 
there is a walking trail 
with more than one level 
for dog owners to explore 
with their happily leash-
free canine pals. 

Dogs clearly love the 
place. In the parking lot, 
you can hear them happily 
barking from inside their 
cars and trucks as they 
pull up for an hour or so of  
activity.

“This is great, just really 
nice,” says a man who 
asks to be identified as 
Paul. “I drive in and let the 
dogs out and don’t have to 
worry about anything. It’s 
wide open. Friedman’s is 
great for rainy days, be-
cause it’s not muddy there, 
there’s bark and stuff on 
the ground. But this is just 
the best when the weather 
is good. I bring Mocha and 
Kaylee here every day.”

Paul, Mocha and Kaylee, 
for the record, live in 

Novato.
“Marin has a dog park, 

but it’s nothing like this,” 
he says. “It’s worth the 
day. They love it. We come 
in the middle of  the day, 
around one or two o’clock 
or so, and it’s just easy 
to get in and out. And 
like I said, they have the 
best time here. When you 
have dogs, finding ways 
of  making them happy 
is just what you end up 
doing. When your dogs are 
happy, you’re happy.”

Parks  
Continued from C1

Wiseman Park is generally busy as dogs and their humans socialize in the morning. 

PHOTOS BY DAVID TEMPLETON 

Deer Creek Dog Park, sometimes known as Friedman’s Dog Park, is a fully enclosed doggie 
playground. It’s got lights, doggie drinking fountains, and lots of rules to keep things safe.

The front gate at Oak Hill Dog Park

Freshly cut grass at Arroyo Park awaits the next dog looking 
for a green lawn to run across.

Most of Petaluma’s dog-ac-
cessible parks, like Prince 
Park (pictured), have specific 
hours that canines are al-
lowed off leash. 

Watch for these decals,
placed wherever water
drains to the creek.
Remember, storm drains are
for clean rain water only!

Help Reduce Flooding
this Rainy Season

Fallen leaves left in the street can cause
flooding. Help reduce this risk by properly
disposing of yard waste and keeping the
streets and storm drains clean.

Public Works & Utilities
Water • Sewer • Storm
For more ways you can help, visit:
cityofpetaluma.org/storm-water For more information, visit goldengate.org

SMART TRAIN’S CONNECTION TO
GOLDEN GATE FERRY IN LARKSPUR

SAIL&RAIL

The Sail & Rail promotional fare is only $12
each way for a combo train and ferry ticket
(only available on SMART’s e-ticket app).
Valid on weekends, holidays, & weekdays

during non-commute hours.

(707) 778-6030
2100 East Washington Street,

Petaluma, CA 94954
ValleyOrchards.com Family Owned Since 1983

Come Home to…
Valley Orchards

Retirement
Community

Affordable, All-Inclusive Monthly Rent

No Lease, Buy-ins or Add-ons

Keep Kids Safe
& Bring Missing
Children Home by
Donating your Car,
Truck,Boat or RV.

HELP

Learn more at
PollyKlaas.org

DONATE YOUR VEHICLE TODAY!

1-800-753-0442

Get trained as FAA certified Aviation Technician.
Financial aid for qualified students.

Job placement assistance.

877-205-4138

AIRLINE
CAREERS
START HERE

Call Aviation Institute of Maintenance
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general public, who took it 
as a personal challenge.

“The physical vigor 
of  our citizens is one of  
America’s most precious 
resources,” said Kenne-
dy, with the word vigor 
sounding like “vigah” 
in his Bostonian accent. 
After his brother, Attorney 
General Robert Kennedy, 
took up the challenge, in 
freezing weather, wearing 
a pair of  leather oxfords 
and finishing in 17 hours 
and 50 minutes, the public 
saw it as a daunting but 
doable challenge, and the 
fad spread nationwide.

At the time, there was 
very little information 
on how to prepare for a 
50-mile journey, so most 
hikers just winged it, 
which was apparent with 
the Petaluma group’s 
footwear, mostly Converse 
All-Stars. The lone girl, 
Livie Van Pelt-Thompson, 
wearing Keds, took her 
father’s advice and wore 
two pairs of  socks.

“I’m sure I wore my 
Levi’s and my All-Stars,” 
recalled retired construc-
tion worker Firestone. 
“That’s all I ever wore. 

George Ellis and Roy Van 
Pelt acted as chaperones, 
offering rides to those with 
sore feet. On the way back, 
it started raining like 
crazy and a lot of  kids took 
rides. That’s a long ways. 
People don’t realize it.”

A smiling Van 
Pelt-Thompson said she 
expected to be joined by 
several other girls, but 
they failed to show up.

“I went along just to 
have fun,” she said. “There 
was so much enthu-
siasm behind it.” Van 
Pelt-Thompson estimated 
she covered about 45 miles. 
“At first, I didn’t want my 
dad involved. I was afraid 
he’d embarrass me. But he 
brought oranges and sweet 
rolls and water. I do regret 
not finishing.”

A hard rain pelted 
Bob Arfsten’s group as 
it reached the halfway 
marker.

“We were all wet and 
cold. We said, ‘This is 
crazy,’ ” he remembered. 
“About four or five of  us 
jumped into a station wag-
on. Everybody had a good 
time. The fact that every-
body’s parents let them do 
it was surprising.”

“I remember parents 
driving by and checking on 
us,” recalled painting con-

tractor Bob Spurgeon. “We 
were just kids, all jacked 
up and excited, doing what 
14-year-olds do. It was one 
of  the most seminal events 
of  junior high.”

Alan Holmberg re-
membered making it past 
Valley Ford before foot 
blisters forced him out.

“We thought we were 
spry and in good shape,” 
said Holmberg. “I remem-
ber how sore I was.”

None of  the original 
walkers ever attempted 
the 50-mile challenge 
again, but most of  them 
remained physically active 
beyond high school.

Ron Rosager enthusias-
tically continued hiking as 
an adult, climbing Mount 
Whitney and Mount 
Shasta and, for 30 years, 
regularly hiking to the top 
of  Mount St. Helena.

“I remember the 50-mile 
walk being fun and jovial,” 
said the retired painting 
executive, who complet-
ed about 40 miles before 
hopping in a car. “Not 
finishing remains one 
of  my life’s regrets,” he 
added. “I could have made 
it. The adults persuaded 
me to accept a ride.” He 
later starred on the grid-
iron and golf  course for 
Petaluma High, earning 

a football scholarship to 
Stanford University.

A top football prospect, 
Getty followed former Pet-
aluma High football coach 
Don Read to Humboldt 
State University, where 
he became a four-year 
starter and all-star who is 
enshrined in the Hum-
boldt State Athletics Hall 
of  Fame. A happy 50-mile 
finisher, he mostly remem-
bers, “starving at the end.”

A one-time second-place 
finisher in the Sono-
ma-to-Petaluma Walk-
athon, Augustine teamed 
with Getty on Humboldt 
State’s football team. 
While teaching at Sonoma 
Valley High, he created the 
“Sonoma-Ocean Relay,” a 
walking-jogging-running 
relay event for the track 
team.

Besides hiking a number 
of  times in the Desolation 
Wilderness over the past 
52 years, Rodgers hiked the 
13,500-foot Annapurnas in 
the Himalayas in Western 
Nepal and circumnavi-
gated Mont Blanc in the 
Alps. Last year, he trekked 

through Patagonia with 
Spurgeon, who described 
the experience as “train-
ing camp for masochists.”

As for the 50-mile 
challenge all those years 
ago, Spurgeon now says, 
“I remember some of  us 
went back to the school to 
watch the finishers come 
dragging in. They definite-
ly had the desire to finish.”

On Feb. 22, 1963, stu-

dents from Santa Rosa 
High started their own 
50-mile trek to the coast. 
Among them was current 
Argus-Courier sports 
editor John Jackson, who 
completed all 50 miles.

(‘Harlan Osborne’s 
‘Toolin’ Around Town’ 
runs every other week in 
the Argus-Courier. You 
can reach him at harlan@
sonic.net)

Toolin  
Continued from C1 PHOTO COURTESY OF JEFF GETTY 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED: The photo of the four finishers that ran in the Argus-Courier, Feb. 18, 1963. 
Featured are Stan Augustine, Jeff Getty, Steve Rodgers and Gary Acorn.

A newspaper shot of the starters in 1963, about to attempt walking 50-miles in one day. 

Newspaper article from 1963 gives shout-out to Livi Van 
Pelt, the “lone female” who took the challenge to walk to 
Bodega and back.

debut. Souther later teamed up with 
Chris Hillman of  the Byrds and Richie 
Furay of  Poco for the Souther-Hill-
man-Furay band.

All were signed to Geffen’s Asylum 
label.

“We were a tight-knit group of  friends, 
always hanging out together, always 
writing together,” Souther says of  the 
key figures in the Southern California 
Sound. “It was a potent group of  peo-
ple. It was Jackson, Don Henley, Linda 
Ronstadt, Nicolette Larsen, Bonnie Raitt, 
Karla Bonoff, and a year or so later, War-
ren Zevon, Waddy Wachtel and Danny 
Kortchmar. There was a lot of  pressure 
to create the best music, but also a real 
sense of  camaraderie.”

The musicians were competitive, he 

allows, but also on each other’s side.
“Everyone wanted to get the best out 

of  one another and to have the best song 
in the room,” he says. “I began to try to 
make my songwriting artful and delicate 
and make it sound good, but also make 
it casual and give it that thing that pop 
songs have, where the song is catchy, but 
there’s something more to it. At its very 
best, a pop song by someone like Bob 
Dylan or Randy Newman is catchy, but 
you’ve also been told something, some-
thing has been revealed.”

And what motivates him to write songs 
now?

“I have no idea — I have no other 
skills,” he says with a laugh. “You could 
say it’s a catharsis, but catharsis is going 
on all the time. It’s sort of  a constant 
theme in my life, to shed one skin and see 
what emerges. That’s why I never record-
ed the same album twice.”

Souther Continued from C3

wants to touch it / no one knows where 
to begin.”

Before she rolls into Petaluma to play 
a sold-out show the Mystic Theatre on 
Wednesday, Feb. 19, here are the Top 5 
things worth knowing right now about 
DiFranco:

1. Her next release is the “Prison Music 
Project,” an album of  songs written 
by prisoners at New Folsom Prison in 
California. The inmates shared their 
work with longtime DiFranco collabora-
tor Zoe Boekbinder, who met them while 
volunteering as prison music teacher. As 
producer, DiFranco hopes to give a voice 
to those often dehumanized in an age of  
mass incarceration. “If  we don’t have a 
loved one or a friend in pris-on, it’s easy 
to not really know what’s happening, 
that we have two million people locked 
in cages in the United States,” she told 
Rolling Stone.

It covers far more uncharted territory 
than her latest release, the retro “No 
Walls” mixtape accompanying her mem-
oir. She offers it up as if  peddling it out 
of  her car trunk so many years ago: “So 
here is my mixtape for you, like the kind 
that I would make you on cassette if  it 
was, like, 1993 and I was really into you,” 
she says in promo materials. “It’s a flight 
of  Ani songs that I took the liberty of  
revisiting, solo style, twenty … (thirty?!) 
years later, songs that factor (either liter-
ally or figuratively) into my memoir.”

2. Among iconic folksingers, Pete See-
ger had a far more positive influence on 
her than Bob Dylan, who she once toured 
with. In her memoir, she writes: “Bob felt 
like a man who lived in fear that some-
one would discover and expose him as a 
fraud. I am not saying he is a fraud. On 
the contrary, I believe his art to be a great 
gift. I’m just saying there is a difference 
between open and closed. The man forced 
to guard his leg-end carefully in order 
that he always have something to hide be-
hind, no matter how brilliant he is, is not 
as powerful to me as the man who stands 

out in the open, naked and unarmed.”
3. Recent setlists reveal DiFranco has 

been playing covers of  Bon Iver’s “Skin-
ny Love” and Anais Mitchell’s “Why We 
Build the Wall.”

4. DiFranco tapped Santa Rosa native 
folksinger Jesca Hoop to open shows on 
her latest tour. Even though Hoop fled 
for England, the former nanny to Tom 
Waits fondly remembers her formative 
years in Sonoma County, as she once told 
an interviewer, “I lived under a tree for a 
summer, in yurts, in cob dwellings and in 
a chicken shack that I converted.”

5. Awarded the People’s Voice Award 
by Folk Alliance in December, DiFranco 
said, “What I get with micro-phones and 
platforms are opportunities (for change). 
If  we squander too many of  our opportu-
nities, the cumulative effect can be quite 
awful. ... I want to invite us all to look for 
those opportunities.” But on the flipside, 
as she recently told the Guardian, that 
same platform for up-and-coming sing-
er-songwriters can be tricky in an age of  
social media. “I don’t know that I would 
have felt as free or unfettered. Mine was 
a world where every momentary choice 
didn’t have to be one you were making 
in an endless eternity of  scrutiny. Good 
luck to the artists today who are trying to 
break ground. God bless them.”

DiFranco Continued from C3

JILL MCCRACKEN / RIGHTEOUS BABE RECORDS 

Ani DiFranco is sold out in Petaluma (but 
there’s always the waiting list).

CATHOLIC
St. James Church
(707)762-4256,

125 Sonoma Mtn. Pkway

Pastor: Rev. Michael Culligan

Schedule of Masses: Sat. 5:00 pm,

Sun. 7:00 am, 9:00 am, 11:00 am,

5:00 pm - Weekday Masses: 9 am

St.Vincent De Paul Church
(707)762-4278

35 Liberty St., Petaluma

Pastor: Rev. William J. Donahue

Schedule of Masses:

Weekdays – Mon-Sat, 8:00 am

Saturday – 5:00 pm

Sundays – 7:30, 9:00, 10:30 am

En Español, Sabado – 7:30 pm &

Domingo – 12:00 pm

CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
First Church of Christ,

Scientist Petaluma

Everyone Welcome!
522 B St., Petaluma (707)762-4105

Services and Childcare:

Sun. 10 am & Wed. 7:30 pm

Reading Room - 21 Sixth Street

Bible based Sunday school for students up

to the age of 20.

EPISCOPAL
St. John’s Episcopal Church
40 5th St. Petaluma

Sunday Eucharist

8 AM Rite I and 10 AM Rite II

Tuesday Centering Prayer 5 PM

Wednesday Centering Prayer 9:30 AM

Wednesday Eucharist & Healing 12:15 PM

Taize Service 7 PM, First Fridays Monthly

(707) 762-8872 • www.saintjohnsepiscopalpetaluma.org

JEWISH
B’nai Israel Jewish Center
Saturday Shabbat Svc 9:45 am.

Rabbi Ted Feldman. Gan Israel Preschool,

Educational & Cultural Events.

740 Western Ave. Petaluma • 762-0340 • www.bnaiisrael.net

LUTHERAN
Elim Lutheran Church
Sunday Worship: 9:00 am & 10:45 am

220 Stanley Street, Petaluma

www.elimpetaluma.org • (707) 762-4081

METHODIST
Petaluma

United Methodist Church
Worship Services @ 10:30am

Fijian Worship Service @ 1:00pm

Wednesday Meditation @ 6:00pm

410 D Street (at 5th) Rev. Eric Dale

707-762-9785 • www.petalumaumc.org

To advertise in this directory, please contact:
Amanda Brower at 707-526-8587 or
Amanda.Brower@pressdemocrat.com
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ANGELA DAVIS
H. ANDREANEVES
AND BARTON EVANS
SOCIAL JUSTICE
LECTURE SERIES

TUES, MARCH 3 AT 7:30 P.M.

DORRANCE
DANCE
SOUNDSPACE
SAT, MARCH 7 AT 7:30 P.M.

NIKOLAY KHOZYAINOV,
PIANO
SUN, MARCH 29 AT 3 P.M.

2 0 1 9 – 2 0 S E A S O N W E I L L H A L L | S C H R O E D E R H A L L

g m c . s o n o m a . e d u
8 6 6 . 9 5 5 . 6 0 4 0

@GREENMUSICCENTER
@GREENMUSICCTR
@GREENMUSICCENTER

g m c . s o n o m a . e d u
7 0 7 . 6 6 4 . 4 2 4 6 Preferred

@GREENMUSICCENTER
@GREENMUSICCTR
@GREENMUSICCENTER

MUSICIANS FROM VALLEY
OF THE MOONMUSIC
FESTIVAL
BEETHOVEN:
THE SHATTERINGOF FORM
SUN, APRIL 26 AT 3 P.M.

DINNERSTEIN/
HAIMOVITZ:
BEETHOVEN/GLASS
SUN, APRIL 5 AT 3 P.M.

1 8 0 1 E a s t C o t a t i Av e . R o h n e r t P a r k , C A 9 4 9 2 8

BANG ON A CAN
ALL-STARS
WED, APRIL 1 AT 7:30 P.M.

CANTUS
ONE GIANT LEAP
SAT, APRIL 18 AT 7:30 P.M.

CIRCA, WOLFGANG’S
MAGICAL MUSICAL CIRCUS
CREATED BY YARON LIFSCHITZ
WITH BENJAMIN KNAPTONAND
THECIRCA ENSEMBLE

WED, MAY 6 AT 7 P.M.

NIYAZ PRESENTS
“THE FOURTH
LIGHT PROJECT”
AN IMMERSIVEMULTI-MEDIA
EXPERIENCE

THU, FEB 20 AT 7:30 P.M.

JEREMY DENK, PIANO

BACH’S THE
WELL-TEMPERED
CLAVIER, BOOK I
THU, FEB 13 AT 7:30 P.M.

LEAP DAY CELEBRATION
FEATURING
LAS CAFETERAS
& FRIENDS
SAT, FEB 29
FAMILY SHOW 2 P.M.
ALL AGE SHOW 7:30 P.M.

IMANI WINDS/
CATALYST QUARTET
(IM)MIGRATION

SUN, FEB 23 AT 3 P.M.

FLY HIGHER:
CHARLIE PARKER @ 100
CO-MUSICAL DIRECTORS:
RUDRESHMAHANTHAPPA &
TERRI LYNE CARRINGTON

FRI, MARCH 27 AT 7:30 P.M.

MARIA SCHNEIDER
ORCHESTRA
FRI, APRIL 17 AT 7:30 P.M.

BOLLYWOOD
BOULEVARD
A JOURNEY THROUGH
HINDI CINEMA LIVE

SAT, APRIL 11 AT 7:30 P.M.
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Making perfect pretzels 
Artisan Baking Center teaches students the all the twists of this doughy delight

As best I can recall, I have never 
baked anything. Not bread, 
not a cake and certainly not 

something that requires the finesse 
of  a pretzel. So learning how to bake 
this salty dough treat at the Artisan 
Baking Center at Keith Giusto Bakery 
Supply was a new experience, to say 
the least.  

I took my spot at the big butcher 
block table at the center (just down the 
way from HenHouse and Lagunitas 
Breweries), along with 15 other eager 
bakers. At that moment, I truly be-
lieved all we’d learn was how to make 
them, eat a few of  our misguided at-
tempts and then take a few well-made 
instructor demos home as souvenirs. 
Just look at them. They do not seem 
like something that is easy to make. 

However, quite on the contrary, the 
very first thing we learned from in-
structor Chef  Craig Ponsford, was that 
pretzels are one of  the easiest breads 
to make. 

“It is very simple to make good 
pretzels,” he said. “But for some 
reason we tend to make terrible ones 
here in the US.”

The “easiest bread to make” part still 
did not instill a lot of confidence because 
I have never baked any bread, but Pons-
ford reassured us that all we had to do 
was imitate him. With that, he rolled out 
a small amount of dough by hand and 
gave it a quick twist. That was it, there 
was a pretzel all ready for baking. 

Ponsford is the lead instructor at 
ABC, in addition to operating his own 
bakery in his hometown of  San Rafael. 
He graduated with top honors from 
the California Culinary Academy 
in the early 1990s and immediately 
helped his family open Artisan Bakers 
in Sonoma. By 1996, he won the gold 
medal at the Coupe du Monde de la 
Boulangerie in Paris. He would go on 
to coach the U.S. team to a repeat vic-
tory in 1999 and still serves as coach 
today. He has also judged the Coupe 

By HOUSTON PORTER
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER
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Chef Craig Ponsford leads his pretzel making class at Artisan Baking Center.

See Pretzels, D2 Freshly baked pretzels at Artisan Baking Center.

 ■ COOKING CLASSES   ■

PERFECT PRETZELS
What: Artisan Baking Center/Keith Giusto 
Bakery Supply/Central Milling
Address: 1120 Helm Road
Website: centralmilling.com

 
“Wheat is to flour as grapes are to wine.”

—Keith Giusto, Central Milling

Is Sol Food restaurant coming to town?

After years of  rumors, it ap-
pears that Sol Food is in fact 
coming to Petaluma. 

Word on the street was that Sol 
Food’s owners, Marisol (“Sol”) 
Hernandez and Victor Cielo do not 
give interviews, and after several 
attempts to make contact, I have 
found that to be true (so far).  So as 
of  now, I am relying on other sourc-
es close to the operation, which 
confirmed that Sol Food signed a 
lease for the large space in Theater 
Square last occupied by Sauced. 
The speculation is that the extra 
square footage will be used to sup-
port the catering business, which 
is how Sol first started selling her 
food in the mid-2000s. 

Famous for its Puerto Rican food, 

Sol Food has been a San Rafael 
institution for over a decade now. 
With a festively colored interior and 
authentic Puerto Rican cuisine, it 
is not unusual to have to wait in a 
long line to place your order. Even 
the opening of  a second location in 
Mill Valley (where Sol Food started) 
in 2013 did not seem to alleviated 
the demand for their tostones con 
mojo (fried plantains), sandwich 
bistec (steak and sautéed onions) 
and tembleque (creamy coconut 
pudding with mango sauce). 

There’s no estimation of  when 

the Petaluma location might open, 
as of  yet, but I’ll be watching this 
development closely. 

My understanding is that Sol Food 
has never offered alcoholic bever-
ages, so hopes that the new tenant 
would utilize the amazing bar left 
over from the days of Tres Hombres 
are likely not to come to fruition. 
However, with such a huge space and 
their great sense of homey décor at 
the other locations, I am sure we can 
expect to see something fresh and 
exciting, no matter what they do.  

There have long been ru-
mors, now there’s a lease 

By HOUSTON PORTER
FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER
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Sol Food in San Rafael.

ARNEL E. / YELP ELITE 

Camarones empanizados at Sol Food.
ARNEL E. / YELP ELITE 

The coconut pudding with mango 
sauce.
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Bringing a bit of sunshine into depths of winter

It’s as if  Nature knows 
how dreary it can seem 
when winter storms 

set in, and so she gives us 
citrus to cheer us up.

Citrus, whose sugars 
and acids are the summa-
tion of  the last season’s 
warmth and sunshine, is 
at its peak of  sweetness 
just when we need it most. 
From now until April, 
even the grapefruits re-
mind us of  candy.

Citrus fruits are the 
most widely grown, di-
verse and useful fruits in 
the world. While a few of  
the citrus fruits in com-
merce are species, most 
are hybrids and cross-
es and further crosses 
between species and other 
hybrids.

Because so many mod-
ern dishes call for a bit of  
citrus peel zest, it’s import-
ant to use organic citrus. 
Fortunately, it’s not hard to 
find. Oliver’s, Whole Foods, 
Community Market and 
the tree in your neighbor’s 
yard may all have organic 
citrus. In these parts, Mey-
er lemons are as common 
as pussycats.

Besides, claims that 
organic culture yields the 
“most nutritious citrus” 
isn’t just smoke and mir-
rors. Students at Truman 
State University in Kirks-
ville, Missourio.issourio., 
under the direction of  vis-
iting chemistry professor 
Theo Clark, investigated 
the vitamin C content of  
organic and conventional 
oranges. The conventional 
oranges were larger than 
the organic oranges and 
had a deeper color. Because 
of  their size, “we were ex-
pecting twice as much vita-
min C in the conventional 
oranges,” Clark reported. 
But spectroscopy revealed 
that the organically grown 
oranges contained  
30 percent more vitamin 
C than the conventionally 
grown fruit, even though 
they were only about half  
the size.

While the nutritional ef-

fects are a bonus, the real 
joy of  citrus is its delicious 
taste that ranges from the 
sharply sour lemons to the 
wonderfully sweet Mur-
cott’s tangerine-and- 
orange hybrid.

Who could predict 
that oranges would go so 
perfectly with chocolate 
or strawberries, that lime 
juice would focus the taste 
of  corn and meld with raw 
fish, that grapefruit and 
goat cheese are a natural 
match? And lemons — 
they make half  the teams 
of  lemon and lime, lemon 
and honey and lemon and 
black currants.

A white grapefruit vari-
ety called “Marsh” used to 
be available at Raley’s, but 
they’ve been gone from the 
shelves there and else-
where for many years. Too 
bad, because they were 
sweeter and more deli-
cious than the red-to-pink 
grapefruit that dominate 
the shelves today. There’s 
a shipper in Florida that 
will sell you tree-ripened 
Marshes, but at $6.75 a 
fruit, including shipping 
and handling, they’re 
exorbitant.

The following are the 
cream of  the citrus crop.

Kumquat (Fortunella 
crassifolia)

Meiwa — A superior 
kumquat, sometimes seed-
less, for eating out of  hand 
or for making marmalade.

Mandarins and Tan-
gerines (Citrus reticulata)

Brown’s Select — Sat-
suma type; flesh sweet, 
melting.

Clementine — Excellent 
small tangerine with rich 
flavor.

Dancy — America’s 
favorite tangerine; high 
quality.

Fina — Spain’s favorite 
tangerine; Clementine 
type.

Honey — Extraordi-
narily rich in flavor and 
aromatics.

Kinnow — Large tanger-
ine with very rich flavor, 
aroma.

Owari — Old Japanese 

satsuma with rich, sweet 
flavor.

Silverhill — Much 
like Owari satsuma, but 
sweeter.

Orange (Citrus x sin-
ensis)

Blood Orange — Many 
varieties are grown; best is 
probably Sanguinello Mos-
cato from Italy. Moro is the 
most highly colored while 
Tarocco has outstanding 
flavor.

Cadenera — Nearly 
seedless flesh is juicy; 
excellent quality.

Cara Cara — A pink-
fleshed navel much sought 
after for quality.

Homosassa — Seedy, 
rare, but excellent true 
orange flavor.

Jaffa — Oblong, seed-
less, easy to peel, with a 
fragrant, rich juice.

Lane Late — Excellent 
late-maturing navel from 
Australia.

Newhall — Small navel 
with good aroma and 
excellent flavor.

Pineapple — Florida’s 
best mid-season orange; 
juice, fresh eating.

Republic of  Texas — 
Old-fashioned orange with 
excellent flavor.

Valencia — The stan-
dard late juice orange of  
Florida, California.

Washington Navel—
The big, nearly seedless, 
rich-tasting navel.

Sour Orange (Citrus x 
aurantium)

Also called Seville 
orange, it’s preferred for 
marmalade.

Lime (Citrus auranti-
folia)

Everglade — The best 
of  the yellowish key or 
Mexican lime.

Bearss — Small, yel-
lowish-green fruits have 
lemon-lime flavor.

Tahiti — C. latifolia; 
seedless, green rind and 
flesh, true lime flavor.

Lemon (Citrus x limon)
Eureka — The standard, 

very acidic, high- quality 
lemon.

Lisbon — Very acidic, 
juicy, tender, nearly seed-
less fruit.

Meyer — Sweeter and 
less acidic than Eureka; 
unique taste.

Pummelo (Citrus 
grandis)

Carters Red — Large 
pummelo with high quali-
ty red flesh.

Choy — Flavor similar 
to sweet grapefruit; grown 
in Hawaii.

Red Shaddock — Rich, 
red flesh is very sweet and 
low in acid.

Grapefruit (Citrus x 
paradisi)

White Grapefruit:

Duncan — An old vari-
ety with superior flavor.

Marsh — Today’s 
standard of  quality, juicy, 
sweet.

Oro Blanco —– A cross 
between Citrus grandis 
and C. paradisi.

Pink Grapefruit:
Ruby Red — Deep red 

flesh with rich, sprightly 
flavor.

Shambar — Pink flesh, 
very juicy, with excellent 
flavor.

Thompson — Also 
known as Pink Marsh; 
colorless juice.

Tangelo (Citrus x 
tangelo)

Minneola — Deep 
red-orange peel; melting, 
sweet-acid flavor.

Ugli — Tangerine- 
grapefruit cross with 
sweet, fine flavor.

Wekiwa — Aka Lav-
ender Gem; irresistably 
delicious citrus.

Tangor (Citrus x nobi-
lis)

Murcott — Also called 
Honey Murcott; flavor is 
remarkably rich.

Temple — Orange 
flesh, very juicy, rich and 
sprightly flavor.

The Ultimate  
French Toast

Makes four servings
6 eggs
½ cup half-and-half

2 cups freshly squeezed 
orange juice

3 tablespoons freshly 
grated orange zest

¼ cup sugar
¼ teaspoon vanilla 

extract
2 tablespoons Grand 

Marnier
— Pinch salt
8 1-inch-thick slices of  

high-quality bread
3 tablespoons unsalted 

butter, melted
For the sauce:
3 tablespoons unsalted 

butter
2 tablespoons orange 

marmalade
1 tablespoon Grand 

Marnier
— Real maple syrup, 

warmed

In a bowl, whisk togeth-
er the eggs, half-and-half, 
orange juice, zest, sugar, 
vanilla, Grand Marnier 
and a pinch of  salt.

Place the bread slices 
in a 13-by- x 9-by- x 2-inch 
baking dish and pour the 
whisked mixture over the 
bread, turning after a half  
hour to coat both sides. 
Chill in the fridge over-
night.

In the morning,  
preheat the oven to  
400 degrees. Coat a large 
baking sheet with the 
butter and arrange the 
bread slices on it, leaving a 
couple of  inches between 
slices.

Bake for 5five minutes 
on a middle rack, then 
rotate the pan and bake 5 
five more minutes. With 
a spatula, turn the slices 
over and bake5 five more 
minutes, then rotate the 
sheet and bake five more 
minutes.

While the bread is 
baking, make the sauce in 
a saucepan by cooking the 
butter, marmalade, and 
Grand Marnier over low 
heat until the butter melts 
and all is incorporated 
smoothly. Place two slices 
of  the French toast on 
each of  four plates, drizzle 
with the sauce, and serve 
with warmed real maple 
syrup.

Jeff Cox is a Ken-
wood-based food and 
garden writer. Reach him 
at jeffcox@sonic.net

Despite the cold weather, citrus fruits 
are thriving on the tree and plate 

By JEFF COX
FOR THE PRESS DEMOCRAT

Citrus brings a pop of color and tang to the winter months. 

du Monde and the Louis LeSaffe Cup. He 
was also an early member of  the Bread 
Baker’s Guild of  America and has served 
as its chairman. 

Ponsford’s main message, along with 
the idea that most breads other than pret-
zels can take years of  practice to perfect, 
is that quality ingredients and tech-
niques are the key to successful baking. 

As Keith Giusto said, “Wheat is to flour 
as grapes are to wine.” 

I might have thought he was just blow-
ing sunshine, but so many of  our local 
artisan bakers us Keith Giusto products 
that I have learned over the years that 
the ingredients really do make the flavor 
and texture when it comes to great baked 
goods. 

We each started with equal portions of  
dough, which Ponsford showed us how 
to handle. “The biggest mistake bakers 
make here in the US is that we use too 
much flour,” we were warned. 

With a quick flip of  the dough, laying it 
flour side down on the table, we learned 
how to roll it out by hand. He assured 
us that even without his tutelage, home 
bakers will quickly learn to listen to the 
dough. 

“The dough tells you,” he said. “It’s not 
a mystery.”

For the uninitiated, here is a simple 
explanation of  gluten. Wheat contains 
proteins called glutelin. When kneaded, 
these proteins group together in strands, 
known as gluten. These grouped strands 
are what gives dough its elasticity and 
what help bread retain its shape and 
chewy texture. 

Once we rolled it into submission, we 
gave it a twist, pressing the ends back 
onto the belly of  the pretzel and voila, we 
had pretzel-shaped dough. 

Ponsford also taught us some very 
basic recipe math, as baking really is as 
simple as following the numbers. 

“This is French bread,” he said, writ-
ing the numbers 100, 72, 2, 1, which cor-
responds to the quantity of  flour, water, 
salt and yeast needed. 

No matter what amount of  flour one 
starts with, if  you add 72% of  that initial 
flour weight in water and then 2% of  that 
weight in salt and 1% in yeast, you will 
end up with French bread. Of  course, 
he warned us that making something as 
complicated as a baguette takes years 
of  practice, but the dough itself  is quite 
straight forward. 

For proper pretzel dough, the formula 
is almost identical to French bread, only 
the water portion is 55 instead of  72. A 
scale is easier than a measuring cup 
for baking math. This is also where the 
metric system really comes into its own. 
Admittedly, I am not normally a fan, 

but consider this. If  you set the scale to 
grams and start with 100 grams of  flour, 
the rest of  the formula falls right into 
place. 

A quick note on yeast. Because all live 
yeast is cultivated east of  the Mississippi, 
Ponsford said dry yeast is the way to go 
for us West Coast bakers. By the time the 
live stuff makes it out here and onto our 
grocery store shelves, it’s not as fresh. 
In all his years of  baking, he has never 
noticed enough of  a difference to warrant 
the extra hassle of  searching out live 
yeast. That said, if  you have developed 
your own live “starter” yeast, which is 
required for sourdough, than go with 
what you know. 

When it came to the required lye bath, 
we each took turns dawning the safety 
glasses and gloves. The pretzels sit for 
10-20 seconds, are dripped dried and then 
placed on lined trays. We then salted our 
pretzel and gave the fat lower portion a 
quick cut in order to dictate where the 
pretzel would split. 

With that, our pretzels were off to the 
oven for about 20 minutes of  baking time. 
I enjoyed my freshly baked pretzels with 
German mustards I brought from home 
just for the occasion. The class also offers 
a variety of  dipping sauces. We were 
told that many Germans scoff at pairing 
pretzels and mustard, but if  the Ger-
mans did not want us to dip our pretzels 
in mustard, they should not make such 
delicious mustards. 

The Artisan Baking Center’s next 
“Traditional Pretzels” class is slated for 
Friday, April 24, from 1 to 4 p.m., just in 

time for National Pretzel Day on April 26.

The Truth About Lye
One of  the most intimidating, yet im-

portant, components of  pretzel making 
is the lye bath. When you hear people 
say pretzels (or bagels) are “boiled” prior 
to baking, this is what they are talking 
about. 

Admittedly, lye can be mixed in a solu-
tion so caustic that it is used in Draino. 
Pretzels, of  course, require far less lye. 
And although one should never grow 
complacent around it, pretzel lye solu-
tions are safe enough to use and store 
in your kitchen. In fact, bakers keep lye 
around for use and reuse for years. That 
should not stop you from using gloves 
and safety glasses as safety precautions. 

Some substitute a baking soda bath 
instead, but baking soda cannot reach as 
high a pH as lye, so it does not quite do 
the trick. At least that is what this pretzel 
aficionados will tell you and after con-
suming vast quantities of  both good and 
bad ones. Even if  a pretzel is mostly good, 
if  it is missing that extra something, it is 
most likely because it was not dunked in 
a lye bath.  

Much like how citrus “cooks” the fish 
in ceviche, lye starts to “cook” the pretzel 
dough prior to baking. The ensuing reac-
tion is called the Maillard process and is 
responsible for the crusty, golden brown 
exterior. Without it, the pretzel comes out 
of  the oven quite blond, seriously lacking 
in texture and flavor. And no amount of  
salt will fix it.

Olives are cured in lye, as is hominy 

and lutefisk, while soups and fish used to 
be spiced with it. Soap is also made with 
it, although admittedly, we only eat soap 
when inappropriate words comes out of  
our mouths. 

There are three things to remember 
when using lye for pretzel making. The 
first is to start with warm water (120F), 
to which you slowly add lye. Second, once 
a pretzel is dipped and dripped of  excess 
lye, choose your resting surface carefully. 
Because lye is an acid, you can create a 
sticky mess if  you leave your pretzels on 
parchment paper for too long. One sure-
fire method is to use a Silpat, a special 
baking mat also available at Keith Giusto 
Bakery Supply. And finally, through the 
magic of  science, once lye is heated and 
the moisture evaporates, what is left over 
is just salt. Do not confuse this residual 
salt for the salt that is sprinkled on the 
pretzel prior to baking, which is also 
necessary for a perfect pretzel. 

History of Pretzels 
Pretzels are so old that it is unclear 

exactly where they came from or when 
they were first made. According to some 
historians, the “modern” lye pretzel was 
a tasty mistake. 

The history of  the pretzel dates back 
nearly a millennia. Some say pretzels 
were invented by an Italian monk as a 
treat to the children for completing their 
prayers. The pretzel shape is said to 
resemble arms crossed over one’s chest. 
Another legend ties the invention to a 
French monastery while another says 
they were invented by Germans bakers 
who were held hostage, for some reason 
or another. 

Pretzels Continued from D1

PHOTOSBY HOUSTON PORTER / FOR THE ARGUS-COURIER 

Pretzels must be dipped in a lye bath to maintain their golden-brown exterior.

See Pretzels, D3

Pretzels ready for proofing.
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ACROSS
1. Indignant reaction
5. Focus or Edge
8. Bitter
12. Heavenly streaker
14. Black and tan ingredient
15. Dashboard feature
17. Sphere of interest
18. Enemy
19. Prepare to propose
20. “A Few Good ___” (Cruise 
film)
21. Intensely
24. Anomalous
25. Luxury
26. “Duke of ___” (1962 #1 
hit)
29. Relative
31. Kind of sport
33. Caution
35. Silent communication
38. Tea drinker’s request
40. Main line
41. ___ scan (diagnostic aid)
42. Mediterranean city
43. Establish
45. Nice things to be mas-
saged
47. Real estate paper
48. Calculating
50. Express displeasure
52. Hardly more than
53. Accordingly
55. Baboon
57. Obedience school supply
59. Close
62. Gave stars to
65. Temporary sleeping place
66. Not acceptable
68. The best and brightest
69. Tacit assent
70. Golden or tawny
71. Use binoculars
72. Like some wit or wine
73. Pitch in

DOWN
1. Fleece
2. It’s passed down through 
the ages
3. Sunday sermon sign-off
4. Cartridge holder
5. Places for casual conver-
sation
6. On one’s own
7. Fishing line holder

8. Sanctuary
9. Tin vessel
10. Ways of thinking, often 
politically
11. Went out, as a fire
13. Conned
16. Dilapidated
22. Chows down
23. Osaka cash
27. Magazine revenue source
28. Fight segments

29. Putting two and two 
together, say
30. Precarious
31. Off __ the wild blue 
yonder
32. Belmont Stakes e.g.
33. Didn’t just seem
34. Woodcutters’ tools
36. Wiped out the competition
37. Joke
39. Suggestion by a sommelier

44. __ capita
46. Completely closed, as a 
door
49. Monsoonal
51. Special topic
53. A chorus line
54. Good to have around
55. “We __ family” Sister 
Sledge
56. Chums
58. Cantaloupe cover

59. Boundary
60. Having no force
61. Abstruse
63. Airport abbreviation
64. Retreat
67. “Uh-uh!”
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Puzzle by Myles Mellor

PUZZLE ANSWER

Regardless of  the lack of  distinct 
origin, pretzels appeared as bakers’ 
emblems in Germany as far back as the 
1100s. They were considered religiously 
significant both due to their forgiving in-
gredients and their prayer-hands shape. 
Still know by many as Lent food, pretzels 
were preferred when religious restric-
tions forbade eggs, lard or dairy. 

Historic German bakery signs often 
included a symbol of  a pretzel. These 
date back to a time when most of  the pop-
ulation was illiterate, so what better way 
to let passersby know what you made in 
your shop than to have a wooden pretzel 
hanging out over the street? To me, I read 
those signs as, “Hey 
dummy, why aren’t you 
in here eating a fresh 
pretzel?” 

As far as the modern 
lye pretzel, legend has 
it that a baker at the 
royal coffee house in 
Munich inadvertently 
glazed his pretzels with 
a lye solution he had on 
hand for cleaning baking trays, instead 
of  the usual sugar water, prior to baking. 
He then realized the mistake, but the per-
fectly browned pretzel smelled so good, 
he decide to serve them -- to the visiting 
King of  Bavaria, Ludwig I, no less. Clear-
ly, they were a big hit and have become 
the golden-brown standard to this day.  

Even in small geographical areas such 
as southern Germany, there are regional 
pretzel difference. I learned this from a 
German couple who also attended the 
pretzel making class, and know a thing 
or two about pretzels. In Bavaria, pretzels 
are allowed to split on their own, whereas 
in Stuttgart and the surrounding historic 
region of  Swabia, the fat bottom portion 
of  the pretzel is slit in order to predeter-
mine where the split will be, which is 
cause by the doughs expansion during 
baking.  

But as Ponsford said, “I’m here to 
teach you how to make great pretzels. I’m 
not so concerned about their history, just 
making a truly delicious pretzel.”   

The Pretzel DIY Kit
Keith Giusto Bakery Supply offers two 

kits especially for pretzel making. And to 
say they are a bargain at $12 and $18 is an 
understatement. This is a serious case of  
the dealer giving you a deeply discounted 
sample knowing full well that your soon-
to-form addiction is going to bring you 
back for more. It’s not a bad strategy. 

The $12 “Pretzel DIY” kit includes 
everything you need to make your first 
home-made pretzels, other than the live 
instruction from Ponsford, whose Tradi-

tional Pretzels class at Giusto’s Artisan 
Baking Center is a worthwhile and fun 
activity. As he says, pretzels are the 
easiest bread to make, but his straight 
forward three hours of  instruction get 
you off on the right foot, saving you any 
missteps you might encounter baking 
from home. 

Starting with the ingredients, this kit 
includes Central Milling’s type 85 flour. 
Unlike American grocery store flour, 
the Europeans use numbers instead of  
names to identify flour, determined by 
the amount of  ash left in a particular 
flour, regardless of  the type, after being 
burned for 24 to 48 hours. This method 
of  labeling gives bakers the precision 
required to turn out consistent baked 
goods. 

The kit also includes 
the required salt and 
yeast. Simply add 
water. Well, maybe not 
so simply. In class we 
learned a few tricks that 
helped make the dough 
mixing process easi-
er, although with the 
kneading required, it is 
not effortless. 

Additionally, the kit includes lye, a con-
tainer for creating a lye bath and safety 
gloves and glasses. As mentioned, lye is 
caustic, however when mixed in a diluted 
solution it is safe to use at home, but 
nonetheless should still be respected. 

The $18 kit has everything above, plus 
three other high quality Central Milling 
flours, so you can create four different 
pretzel doughs.

The Man Behind It All
Keith Giusto’s grandparents opened 

one of  the first health food stores in the 
area, well ahead of  any trends. In the 
1940s, their San Francisco store offered 
salt-free foods and products that were 
delivered directly from farmers. 

Pronounced like “juice-toe,” the family 
would later open a bakery in South San 
Francisco. 

Giusto himself  is a third-generation 
baker and fourth-generation miller. He 
began by opening popular Full Circle 
Bakery in Penngrove, before moving 
on to start Keith Giusto Bakery Supply. 
He saw a need he could fill as the Bay 
Area demand for quality baking supplies 
exploded in the early 2000s. 

Looking to offer products and an inno-
vative teaching space, created by bakers 
and for bakers, Giusto’s facility is located 
in the industrial section across from 
Lagunitas Brewing. Although you may 
not have heard of  it before, now that you 
know the name, you will likely noticed 
his crossed-bread logo from the freeway 
as you drive by his big building at 1120 
Helm Road.   

Keith Giusto Bakery Supply is a 
wholesaler and retailer. Giusto also 
owns Central Milling, which is located 
in Utah, the closest spot he could find to 
purchase working mills. Having his own 
mills means he has total control over the 
quality of  products he produces. 

He works directly with farmers to 
select the wheat needed to make his 
flour products, which are sought after by 
professional and home bakers all over 
the West Coast. Giusto works with U.C. 
Davis in order to achieve superior flavors 
in his blends. 

“I learned early on that you need to 
know your farmers if  you want to have 
a quality product,” he said. “Also, to be 
successful, a baker needs quality ingre-

dients, the proper technical knowledge, 
and obviously, a passion for what they 
are doing. We look to provide all three at 
our facility.” 

The walls of  his instructional kitchen, 
run under the name Artisan Baking Cen-
ter, are covered in quotes. The two most 
telling of  his companies’ philosophy are 
“Farmers, Millers, Bakers – all under one 
roof” and “Wheat is to flour as grapes are 
to wine.”

Although consumers can pick up his 
flours under the house-brand names for 
Whole Foods and Safeway, as well as un-
der the Central Milling brand, the shop is 
definitely worth a visit to see the widest 
variety of  product.

Pretzels Continued from D2

 
“The biggest mistake 

bakers make here in the 
US is that we use too 

much flour.”
—Craig Ponsford, Artisan Baking Center

KARAH
E s t a t e V i n e y a r d

1010 W. Railroad Avenue | Cotati, California | (707)795-3030
karahestatevineyard.com | karahestate@karahestatevineyard.com
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DOUBLE GOLD

Fine wines from the wind-blown hills

of Sonoma County.

THROUGH FEBRUARY 29!
Double Gold Winners: 2018 Karah Estate Vineyard Pinot Noir $20
2018 Karah Estate Vineyard Reserve Pinot Noir $24
$1 Shipping/Case

“Close your eyes and face the wind.”
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Sonoma County 
Movie Trivia: 

Q: Sonoma Plaza was used to film 
scenes from what 2001 comedy 
starring a contestant from the  
reality show “Survivor”? 
A: The Animal, co-starred Colleen 
Haskell, who was on the first  
season of Survivor. 

Auto selling tip: 
Collect all documentation  

including the pink slip,  
registration, owners manual and 
maintenance records in a folder 
for potential buyers to review. 

Make sure you have a DMV bill of 
sale form on hand. 

Home selling tip: 
Give your house curb appeal! 

Mow, pull any weeds, trim shrubs 
and plant fresh flowers for a  

good first impression. 

The County is accepting applications
for these exciting employment opportunities:

Emergency Medical Services Coordinator - Extra-Help

$37.23 - $45.24/Hourly

Apply by 2/20/20

Healthcare Records Manager

$6,558 - $7,972/Monthly

Apply by 2/25/20

Right of Way Agent I & II - Extra-Help

$31.49 - $44.50/Hourly

Apply by 2/18/20

Sheriff’s Community

Services Officer I

$3,476 - $4,226/Monthly

Apply by 2/24/20

Water Agency Senior Programs Specialist

Community & Government

$6,565 - $7,981/Monthly

Apply by 2/20/20

For more information, including
minimum qualifications, benefits, & to apply online, visit

www.yourpath2sonomacounty.org

or call HR, 707-565-2331. EOE

Sonoma County 
Movie Trivia: 

Q: Sonoma Plaza was used to film 
scenes from what 2001 comedy 
starring a contestant from the  
reality show “Survivor”? 
A: The Animal, co-starred Colleen 
Haskell, who was on the first  
season of Survivor. 

Excavation, Grading
and Paving Company
has openings for:

Non-union positions.

Experienced Equipment
Operators, Truck

Drivers & Laborers.

Paving experience a plus.

Call: 707-942-4383
for application or

Email:
blakeleyconstructioninc@gmail.com

Mendocino County

is recruiting for:

COUNTY HEALTH
OFFICER

$164,548 - $200,012 Annually

Functions as the chief health

strategist, assisting and leading

cohesive, multi-sectorial work to

assure the health and well-being of

the people of Mendocino County.

Open Until Filled

For more information and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/jobs

EOE

Preschool and Waugh
Kids Care Associate
Teacher needed.

ECE units required.
$15.24 - $16.17,

Part time

Waugh School

District - Petaluma

For info or application

707 762-0202

PRESIDENT/CEO
Non-profit agency seeking a strong
experience working in the housing
industry, and understanding of the

housing landscape and key players in
Napa County with exemplary project

management.
The CEO serves as the “FACE”

of the agency, educating
the community about its work,
advocating for affordable

housing issues.
4-year college graduate degree
in related field, Real Estate Broker

preferred.
FT, benefits, EOE

Send resume & cover letter to
nancy@nvch.org

Administrative
Project Manager –

Measure B

Deputy Clerk of the
Board of Supervisors

I/II/Sr.

For a complete list of current

job openings and to apply:

www.mendocinocounty.org/
government/human-resources

EOE

CALIFORNIA STATE CLASSIFIEDS

NAPA VAILI Y COMMUNITY HOIKING

PRESIDENT/CEO

nancy@nvdi.org

SONOMA

Excavation, Grading 
and Paving Company 

has openings for:

ANNOUNCEMENT

Orlando + Daytona 
Beach Florida Vacation!

Enjoy 7 Days and 
6 Nignts with Hertz, 

Enterprise or Alamo Car 
Rental Included - Only 
$298.00. 12 months to 
use 1-866-903-7520.

(24/7)

Become a Published 
Author We want to Read 

Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by 

Authors Since 1920 Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed.

Comprehensive 
Services: Consultation, 
Production, Promotion 

and Distribution. Call for 
Your Free Author's Guide 

1-877-53B-9554 or visit 
http 7/dorra nee in fo .com/ 

Cali

Water Damage to your 
Home? Call for a quote 
for professional cleanup 
and maintain the value of 
your home! Set an appt. 
today! Call 1-855-401- 

7069

AUTOS WANTED

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
TRUCK. OR BOAT TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. FREE 3 Day 

Vacation, Tax Deductible.
Free Towing. All 

Paperwork Taken Care 
of. 1-844-491-2884

DONATE YOUR CAR, 
BOAT OR RV to receive 
a major tax deduction. 
Help homeless pets. 

Local. IRS Recognized. 
Top Value Guaranteed.

Free Estimate and 
Pickup. 1-833-772-2632 

LAPETSALIVE.ORG

FINANCIAL SERVICES

Over $1 OK in Debt? Be 
debt free in 24 to 48 

months. No upfront fees 
to enroll. A+ BBB rated 
Call National Debt Relief 

1-888-508-6305

Struggling With Your 
Private Student Loan 
Payment? New relief 
programs can reduce 
your payments. Learn 

your option. Good credit 
not necessary. Call the 

Helpline 1-866-305- 
5862 (Mon-Fri 9am-5pm 

Eastern)

HEALTH/MEDICAL

Attention: Oxygen 
Users! Gain freedom 

with a Portable Oxygen 
Concentratori No more 
heavy tanks and refills!

Guaranteed Lowest 
Prices! Call the Oxygen 

Concentrator Store: 
1-844-653-7402

ATTENTION: OXYGEN 
USERS! The NEW 
Inogen One G5 1-6 

flow settings. Designed 
for 24 hour oxygen 
use. Compact and 

Lightweight Get a Free 
Info kit today: 1-844-359- 

3976

ATTENTION 
DIABETICS! Save 

money on your diabetic 
supplies! Convenient 

home shipping for 
monitors, test stnps. 

insulin pumps, catheters 
and more! To leam more, 
call now! 1-855-702-3408

Stay in your home 
longer with an American 

Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to 
$1,500 off, including a

free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and 

installation! Call us at 
1-844-252-0740

Lowest Prices on Health 
Insurance. We have 

the best rates from top 
companies! Call Now! 

1-888-989-4807.

INSURANCE

SAVE BIG on HOME 
INSURANCE! Compare 
20 A-rated insurances 

companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average 

savings of $444/year! 
Call 1-844-410-9609! 

(M-F 8am-8pm Central)

LAND FOR SALE

36 ACRE SELF 
SUFFICIANCY 

HOMESTEAD-$145 
MONTH Outstanding 
buy on quiet - secluded 

” off grid northern 
Arizona homestead 
at cool clear 6.000’ 

elev. Entirely useable 
grassy meadowland 

with sweeping views of 
surrounding red rock 

ridges. Situated within a 
secluded valley location 

surrounded by thousands 
of acres of uninhabited 
wilderness. Free well 

water access, rich loam 
garden soil, and ideal 

year-round dimate. No 
urban nose and dark 
sky nights. Zoned for 

livestock. Camping and 
RV use ok. Maintained 

road access. On special 
at $15.900. $1.590 dn. 
with no qualifying seller 

financing. Free brochure 
with similar property 
descriptions, photos/ 
terrain maps/ weather 
data*' nearby pioneer

town info. 1st United 
Realty 1-800-966-6690

SCHOOLS/EDUCATION

AIRLINE CAREERS 
Start Here - Get trained 
as FAA certified Aviation 
Technician Financial aid 

for qualified students. Job 
lacement assistance, 
all Aviation Institute of 

Maintenance 877-205- 
4138

REAL ESTATE/LOANS

RETIRED COUPLE $$$$ 
for business purpose 

Real Estate loans 
Credit unimportant. V.l.P. 

Trust Deed Company 
www.viploan.com Call 

1-818-248-00C0 Broker- 
principal DRE 01041073. 

No Consumer Loans.

SENIOR LIVING

A PLACE FOR MOM 
The nation’s largest 
senior living referral 

service. Our service is 
FREE/no obligation 

CALL 1-855-467-6487.

TAX SERVICES

ARE YOU BEHIND 
$10k OR MORE ON 
YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, 

liens & audits, unfiled tax 
returns, payroll issues, & 
resolve tax debt FAST. 
Call 1-855-970-2032.

WANT TO BUY

Freon Wanted:
We pay CASH for 

cylinders and cans R12 
R500 R11 R113R114. 
Convenient. Certified 

Professionals. Call 
1-312-586-9371 or visit 
RefrigerantFinders.com

nfo o pplication

Online 24*7 pressdemocrat.com/placead

Phone Mon. - Fri. 8:30 a.m. - 5 p.m.
(707) 546-7355

PHvale party
deadlines
for
portal

New ads, cancellations, 
changes
Fri - 2 p.m. Thursday 
Sat., Sun - 2 p.m. Friday

Ads brought to you by the Sunday 
Press Democrat

Announcements 

Pets & Animals 

Life Tributes 

Employment 

For Sale by Owner 

Transportation 

Local Employment 

Financial 

Merchandise

Home Professional Services

/
: Findit!*:

Shop Search Sell

\ ./

THE 1 PLACE TO REACH 7 OUT 
OF 10 NORTH BAY ADULTS.

We have the numbers

Sonoma Media Investments delivers the award-winning publications and websites that engage 

the North Bay communities.

We're also experts in the latest tools and technologies that will deliver broad coverage or finely 

tuned targeting, depending on your marketing goals. From mobile to desktop to a variety of 

publications, our locally-focused content connects you to a highly-engaged, highly-desirable 

audience on every device on every occasion. Call 707.526.8587

Sonoma
Media
Investments llc
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Val = 119  0x0e "w"
Val = 120  0x0f "x"
Val = 121  0x13 "y"
Val = 147  0x81 "ﬁ"
Val = 148  0x90 "ﬂ"
Val = 256  0x04 "."

[FONT]
name = "Futura-Bold"
fullName = "YEWTKX+Futura-Bold"
nameDescendant = "Futura-Bold"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0


[FONT]
name = "PoynterAgateOne-Reg"
fullName = "HUMVGF+PoynterAgateOne-Reg"
nameDescendant = "PoynterAgateOne-Reg"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 1

Val = 032  0x1a " "
Val = 033  0x0f "!"
Val = 044  0x90 ","
Val = 045  0x9d "-"
Val = 046  0x80 "."
Val = 048  0x03 "0"
Val = 049  0x02 "1"
Val = 050  0x04 "2"
Val = 058  0x0f ":"
Val = 063  0x8d "?"
Val = 065  0x8f "A"
Val = 067  0x19 "C"
Val = 068  0x02 "D"
Val = 071  0x1f "G"
Val = 072  0xa0 "H"
Val = 077  0x15 "M"
Val = 080  0x0d "P"
Val = 081  0x0e "Q"
Val = 083  0x1f "S"
Val = 084  0x11 "T"
Val = 086  0x01 "V"
Val = 097  0x1b "a"
Val = 098  0x07 "b"
Val = 099  0x06 "c"
Val = 100  0x08 "d"
Val = 101  0x12 "e"
Val = 102  0x07 "f"
Val = 103  0x01 "g"
Val = 104  0x05 "h"
Val = 105  0x13 "i"
Val = 107  0xad "k"
Val = 108  0x0c "l"
Val = 109  0x1c "m"
Val = 110  0x1d "n"
Val = 111  0x1e "o"
Val = 112  0x14 "p"
Val = 114  0x10 "r"
Val = 115  0x09 "s"
Val = 116  0x17 "t"
Val = 117  0x18 "u"
Val = 118  0x14 "v"
Val = 119  0x0a "w"
Val = 121  0x16 "y"
Val = 122  0x0b "z"
Val = 147  0x7f "ﬁ"
Val = 148  0x81 "ﬂ"
Val = 256  0x1f "A"
Val = 256  0x1e "u"
Val = 256  0x1d "t"
Val = 256  0x1c "o"
Val = 256  0x1b " "
Val = 256  0x1a "s"
Val = 256  0x19 "e"
Val = 256  0x18 "l"
Val = 256  0x17 "i"
Val = 256  0x16 "n"
Val = 256  0x15 "g"
Val = 256  0x13 ":"
Val = 256  0x12 "C"
Val = 256  0x11 "c"
Val = 256  0x10 "a"
Val = 256  0x0f "d"
Val = 256  0x0e "m"
Val = 256  0x0d "h"
Val = 256  0x0c "k"
Val = 256  0x0b ","
Val = 256  0x0a "r"
Val = 256  0x09 "w"
Val = 256  0x08 "f"
Val = 256  0x06 "y"
Val = 256  0x05 "v"
Val = 256  0x04 "."
Val = 256  0x03 "M"
Val = 256  0x1e "i"
Val = 256  0x1d "v"
Val = 256  0x1c "e"
Val = 256  0x1a "y"
Val = 256  0x19 "o"
Val = 256  0x17 "r"
Val = 256  0x16 "h"
Val = 256  0x15 "s"
Val = 256  0x14 "c"
Val = 256  0x13 "b"
Val = 256  0x12 "a"
Val = 256  0x11 "p"
Val = 256  0x10 "l"
Val = 256  0x0e "M"
Val = 256  0x0d "w"
Val = 256  0x0c ","
Val = 256  0x0b "n"
Val = 256  0x0a "d"
Val = 256  0x09 "t"
Val = 256  0x08 "m"
Val = 256  0x06 "g"
Val = 256  0x05 "."

[FONT]
name = "PoynterAgateOne-Bold"
fullName = "GVXPSH+PoynterAgateOne-Bold"
nameDescendant = "PoynterAgateOne-Bold"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 032  0x1b " "
Val = 058  0x13 ":"
Val = 072  0x1f "H"
Val = 101  0x1c "e"
Val = 103  0x16 "g"
Val = 105  0x18 "i"
Val = 108  0x19 "l"
Val = 109  0x1d "m"
Val = 110  0x17 "n"
Val = 111  0x1e "o"
Val = 112  0x14 "p"
Val = 115  0x1a "s"
Val = 116  0x15 "t"

[FONT]
name = "PoynterAgateOne-Reg"
fullName = "GVXPSH+PoynterAgateOne-Reg"
nameDescendant = "PoynterAgateOne-Reg"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0


[FONT]
name = "AvenirLTStd-Black"
fullName = "FRIJEJ+AvenirLTStd-Black"
nameDescendant = "AvenirLTStd-Black"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 038  0xa0 "&"
Val = 044  0x89 ","
Val = 045  0x05 "-"
Val = 046  0x84 "."
Val = 047  0x7f "/"
Val = 048  0x81 "0"
Val = 049  0xad "1"
Val = 050  0x01 "2"
Val = 051  0x92 "3"
Val = 052  0x85 "4"
Val = 053  0x8f "5"
Val = 054  0x91 "6"
Val = 055  0x8e "7"
Val = 056  0x80 "8"
Val = 058  0x0b ":"
Val = 065  0x03 "A"
Val = 067  0x1c "C"
Val = 069  0x0a "E"
Val = 070  0x88 "F"
Val = 071  0x87 "G"
Val = 072  0x04 "H"
Val = 073  0x9d "I"
Val = 077  0x09 "M"
Val = 079  0x83 "O"
Val = 080  0x86 "P"
Val = 082  0x8d "R"
Val = 083  0x07 "S"
Val = 084  0x1f "T"
Val = 087  0x90 "W"
Val = 097  0x14 "a"
Val = 098  0x02 "b"
Val = 099  0x13 "c"
Val = 100  0x08 "d"
Val = 101  0x1d "e"
Val = 102  0x0f "f"
Val = 103  0x11 "g"
Val = 104  0x1e "h"
Val = 105  0x16 "i"
Val = 108  0x10 "l"
Val = 109  0x0c "m"
Val = 110  0x19 "n"
Val = 111  0x1b "o"
Val = 112  0x12 "p"
Val = 113  0x8a "q"
Val = 114  0x0e "r"
Val = 115  0x15 "s"
Val = 116  0x18 "t"
Val = 117  0x1a "u"
Val = 118  0x06 "v"
Val = 119  0x8b "w"
Val = 120  0x0d "x"
Val = 121  0x17 "y"
Val = 146  0x82 "™"
Val = 256  0x8c "."

[FONT]
name = "AvenirLTStd-Medium"
fullName = "ESYDQL+AvenirLTStd-Medium"
nameDescendant = "AvenirLTStd-Medium"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 036  0x1f "$"
Val = 044  0x0f ","
Val = 045  0x1a "-"
Val = 046  0x1c "."
Val = 047  0x17 "/"
Val = 048  0x07 "0"
Val = 049  0x08 "1"
Val = 050  0x1b "2"
Val = 051  0x1e "3"
Val = 052  0x19 "4"
Val = 053  0x18 "5"
Val = 054  0x10 "6"
Val = 055  0x1d "7"
Val = 056  0x0e "8"
Val = 057  0x0d "9"
Val = 072  0x16 "H"
Val = 077  0x0c "M"
Val = 104  0x09 "h"
Val = 108  0x12 "l"
Val = 110  0x0b "n"
Val = 111  0x15 "o"
Val = 114  0x13 "r"
Val = 116  0x0a "t"
Val = 117  0x14 "u"
Val = 121  0x11 "y"

[FONT]
name = "FuturaStd-Heavy"
fullName = "DOJXCN+FuturaStd-Heavy"
nameDescendant = "FuturaStd-Heavy"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0


[FONT]
name = "FuturaStd-Medium"
fullName = "DOJXCN+FuturaStd-Medium"
nameDescendant = "FuturaStd-Medium"
type = "Type1"
incongruence = 0

Val = 038  0x06 "&"
Val = 044  0x0b ","
Val = 045  0x1c "-"
Val = 046  0x16 "."
Val = 058  0x81 ":"
Val = 064  0x8f "@"
Val = 068  0x08 "D"
Val = 069  0x15 "E"
Val = 076  0x05 "L"
Val = 078  0x1f "N"
Val = 079  0x0d "O"
Val = 080  0x03 "P"
Val = 084  0x0a "T"
Val = 097  0x0c "a"
Val = 098  0x04 "b"
Val = 099  0x11 "c"
Val = 100  0x10 "d"
Val = 101  0x13 "e"
Val = 102  0x7f "f"
Val = 103  0x02 "g"
Val = 105  0x1a "i"
Val = 107  0x09 "k"
Val = 108  0x01 "l"
Val = 109  0x0e "m"
Val = 110  0x1d "n"
Val = 111  0x1e "o"
Val = 112  0x19 "p"
Val = 113  0x0f "q"
Val = 114  0x12 "r"
Val = 115  0x18 "s"
Val = 116  0x17 "t"
Val = 117  0x1b "u"
Val = 118  0x07 "v"
Val = 120  0x14 "x"
Val = 121  0x8d "y"
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‘The community caretaker and Bread Mother’

As my family arrived 
in Petaluma on 
a sunny Sunday 

January 26, it was no 
surprise to see a large 
crowd stretching outside 
the front door of  Della 
Fattoria. We parked a few 
blocks away and walked 
down the alley that runs 
behind the bakery and 
café. We were thankful 
that Alethea Bermudes, 
director of  operations, 
was at the back door. She 
hugged us, and ushered us 
inside. The speakers had 
just started recounting 
treasured memories of  a 
woman who truly changed 
my life.

Almost eight years 
earlier, Kathleen Weber 
had contacted me to ask 
whether I could help her 
with recipe testing and 
writing for her book Della 
Fattoria Bread. At the 
time, with a newborn on 
my hip, I was convinced 
there was no way I could 
take on this project. I 
was sleep deprived and 
anxious. But my husband 
encouraged me to meet 
with Kathleen and hear 
what she had to say.

We met in the café, then 
located in 
the spot that 
is now the 
bakery. It 
was busy, 
but I picked 
Kathleen out 
right away. 
She sat at 
one end of  
the commu-
nity table, 
saying hello 
to guests 
and peeking 
at plates as 
they went by. The com-
munal buzz of  the room 
was infectious. There were 
interruptions during our 
meeting but never once did 
I feel that Kathleen wasn’t 
paying close attention. 
Within minutes, there was 
a genuine connection be-
tween us: I knew this was 
a book I needed to do.

Over the next year, I 
worked from home and 
made trips to the Weber 
Ranch to pick up supplies 
and learn from Kathleen, 
about bread and about life. 
She had a confidence in 
me that I struggled to find 
in myself. Kathleen’s mag-
ic extended beyond her 

wonderful baking — it also 
manifested itself  in her 
ability to see you for you.

From my vantage point 
at Kathleen’s memorial, I 
could just barely see the 
stage. In the gorgeously 
eclectic room decorated 
with countless hearts — a 
room that was the essence 
of  her dreams lovingly 
executed by her family — I 
could see many chefs, bak-
ers, and vendors I recog-
nized and, no doubt, many 
others that I did not, along 
with musicians, artists, 
shopkeepers, teachers, and 
tradespeople. The room 
was filled with many inter-
connected relationships. 
This was Kathleen’s tribe, 
all on an equal footing 
with no preferences; no 
hierarchy. It was a mix 
of  people with as many 
differences as similarities, 
all united by Kathleen — 
“the community caretaker 
and bread mother” — in 
the words of  Ken Savano, 
Petaluma’s chief  of  police.

Through the stories of  
Kathleen’s friends, we 
learned of  her years as a 
student of  the theater and 
her meeting and marrying 
the singer-songwriter Ed 
Weber. We heard of  the 
growth of  her children Eli-

sa and Aar-
on, and how 
her family 
became 
integral and 
essential to 
her busi-
ness. As I 
listened to 
these sto-
ries, I could 
see Kathleen 
shaping 
dough, load-
ing her car 
with count-

less loaves, or just catch-
ing someone’s eye and 
smiling. The tales exem-
plified her vitality and her 
love of  family, life, work, 
and all things bread. She 
had the ability to make 
everyone feel special. As 
the newsletter announcing 
the celebration of  her life 
said, she was “delightful-
ly insightful and (had a) 
wicked sense of  humor.”

Franklin Williams, 
painter, sculptor and 
friend since the 1960s, 
said Kathleen had the 
“wisdom to combine old 
and new.” He remembered 
dancing and laughing with 
her until they were both 

exhausted. Lorenzo Leoni, 
baker-turned-attorney 
(son of  Nancy Leoni, own-
er of  iLeoni cookware and 
housewares), pointed out 
that “there was no work-
life balance for Kathleen.” 
Life and work were happi-
ly intertwined with never 
a need for separation.

Kay Baumhefner, for-
merly of  the Opera Café in 
Petaluma, said that Kath-
leen was always “finding 
more ways to deliver. Her 
dream was to provide and 
she did that in so many 
ways.” She urged the room 
to live by Kathleen’s ex-
ample. “Kathleen showed 
up for her life. May she 
continue to inspire us.”

The reaction was heart-
felt and filled the room as 
Baumhefner enthusiasti-
cally resounded what we 
already knew: lucky us for 
having known her.

After the final words, 
the crowd started to move 
in varying directions. I had 
been standing next to, and 
inadvertently bumping 
into, chef  Daniel Patterson 
during the speeches. It was 
nice to meet him. I could 
vividly recall stories Kath-
leen had told me of  breads 
made for Babette’s in 
Sonoma and their friend-
ship during that time. It 
was wonderful to have 
the opportunity to see, 
reconnect and meet with 
so many familiar faces — 
Kathleen was still bringing 
people together. You could 
see old friends and col-

leagues hugging, shaking 
hands and breaking into 
groups for conversations 
about Kathleen and their 
times with her.

Through my friend 
Sarah Scott, formerly 
the executive chef for 
Robert Mondavi Winery, 
I met Stephen Durfee, the 
Baking and Pastry Arts 
professor at the CIA at 
Greystone, Steve Sando of  
Rancho Gordo New World 
Specialty Food, Carrie 
Brown of the recently 
closed Jimtown Store, and 
her sister Julie. We talked 
about the Martha Stewart 
episode that featured Car-

rie and Kathleen and, of  
course, Martha’s arrival by 
helicopter. We also spoke 
about booking out the com-
munity table at Della for 
dinner, when it was in the 
bakery space. These kinds 
of  gatherings, which often 
included Kathleen, were 
about people connecting 
with one another around 
one large table filled with 
deliciously wholesome 
food. Equally, they were 
about the specialness of  
Kathleen, whose persona 
was epitomized in this very 
special place.

The day after the me-
morial gathering, I read 

through old emails from 
Kathleen and made a big 
pot of  beans like we did for 
the cookbook. I recalled the 
last time we got together in 
December and her words, 
even then still encouraging 
me. Kathleen showed me 
it’s never too late to go for 
something new and the 
power of  honesty, generos-
ity and kindness. She told 
me there’s no shame in pre-
ferring a lower profile but 
don’t get overshadowed by 
big egos or allow yourself  
to blend in too much.

Kathleen saw me, and I 
bet if  you got to know her, 
she saw you too.

A thoughtful tribute to honor one of 
Petaluma’s greatest culinary voices 
By AMY VOGLER
FOR SONOMA MAGAZINE

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT, 2015 

Kathleen Weber at Della Fattoria in Petaluma. 

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Amy Vogler co-writes and tests recipes for cookbooks. Recently, she has worked with Thom-
as Keller, Mourad Lahlou and Kathleen Weber on their cookbooks.

 
Kathleen Weber’s 
magic extended 

beyond her 
wonderful baking 

— it also manifested 
itself in her ability to 

see you for you.

CHRISTOPHER CHUNG / THE PRESS DEMOCRAT 

Amy Vogler co-wrote Kathleen Weber’s Della Fattoria Bread.

HOW TO REACH US
News releases for the Community section may be mailed to 
the Argus-Courier, P.O. Box 750308, Petaluma 94975; emailed 
to david.templeton@arguscourier.com or hand-delivered to 
719C Southpoint Blvd. weekdays between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m.

 ■ Deadline is at least two weeks prior to the event.
 ■ Press releases should be typed and must include date, time, 

place and a telephone contact.
For more information, call David Templeton at 776-8461.

2020 Petaluma Community 
Awards of Excellence

Robert Tuttle 
2019 Petaluma Citizen of the Year

ABOUT THE AWARDS  
Set for April 2, at Rooster Run Golf Club, the Community 

Awards of Excellence honors the outstanding and caring 

individuals who make this town a better place to live, work 

and raise a family. We invite you to help identify people 

worthy of recognition in the following categories:  

 

Citizen of the Year: 
Awarded to a person who has exemplified a model of civic 

responsibility through outstanding service and involvement 

in the community.

Volunteer of the Year: 
Awarded to a person whose extensive volunteer 

contributions have helped enhance the community.

Service to Youth: 
Awarded to a person whose contributions have helped 

improve and enhance the lives of young people in 

Petaluma.

Service to Seniors: 
Awarded to a person whose contributions have helped 

improve and enhance the lives of Petaluma seniors.

Excellence in Education: 
Awarded to a person whose contributions have helped 

improve and enhance the lives of students in Petaluma 

area schools.

Large Business: 
Awarded to a Petaluma business with 40 or more 

employees, operating for at least three years, which is 

recognized as a leader in its industry and the community.

Small Business: 
Awarded to a Petaluma business with fewer than 40 

employees, operating for at least three years, which is 

recognized as a leader in its industry and the community.

Excellence in Agriculture: 
Awarded to a person who has demonstrated an 

exceptional commitment to Petaluma agriculture.

HOW TO SUBMIT:

Begin by listing the nominee’s community 

involvement (please be specific)

Please include:

  Name of Nominee

  Business (if applicable)

  Reason for nomination

  Nominee’s phone number and email

  Category of nomination

  Your name, phone number and email

Nomination forms and award criteria can be 
found at petalumachamber.com

Send us your nominees by Feb. 14:

MAIL: Community Awards of Excellence c/o

 Petaluma Area Chamber of Commerce 

 6 Petaluma Blvd. N., suite B-11 

 Petaluma CA, 94952

EMAIL: pacc@petalumachamber.com 

Sponsored by
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Doug Hecker
Coldwell Banker
707.484.6408
doug@doughecker.com
www.doughecker.com
CalBRE: 01347843

2078 Falcon Ridge Drive, Petaluma,Ca 94954 • $985,000
https://www.homecb.com/2078falconridgedrive-petaluma

2147 Falcon Ridge Drive, Petaluma,Ca 94954 • $995,000
https://www.homecb.com/2147falconridgedrive-petaluma

SOLD

REAL ESTATE
Exclusively North Bay
Locally owned by Sonoma Media Investments

IN THIS ISSUE This week’s Featured Property  see inside for details
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366 DOVE LANE

PETALUMA

$819,000 | 3BD/2.5BA | 1,911 SQ. FT.

SHARONMONTICELLO 707.477.4443

3734 SKYFARM DRIVE

SANTA ROSA

$479,000 | 1+ ACRES | VIEWS

DIANAGORSISKI 707.494.9475

2583 WESTBERRY DRIVE

PETALUMA

$349,000 | 2BD/2BA | 1,200 SQ. FT.

MEGHAN LANE 415.225.0206

151 PETALUMA BOULEVARD SOUTH, SUITE 137, PETALUMA, CA 94952 | p: 707.789.0400 DRE#01486075
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509 NORIEL LANE

PETALUMA

$925,000 | 4BD/2.5BA | 2,407 SQ. FT.

DENISE STOVALL 707.953.6133

509Noriel.com

2500CEDARBERRYAVENUE

SANTA ROSA

$574,900 | 3BD/2BA | 1,553 SQ. FT.

SHARON MONTICELLO 707.477.4443

FORWARD THINKING REAL ESTATE
IN YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD

For additional listings and information on open home schedules, please visit us at vanguardproperties.com

Vanguard Properties believes this information to be correct but has not verified this information and assumes no legal responsibility for its accuracy. Buyers should investigate these issues to their own satisfaction.

18730 CANYON ROAD

SONOMA

$18,000,000 | 4BD/4.5BA | 57ACRES
TIM FREEMAN 707.933.6200

18730CanyonRoad.com

3255 REDWOOD ROAD

NAPA

$7,400,000 | 3BD/3.5BA | 3,300SQ.FT.
TIM FREEMAN 707.933.6200

18730CanyonRoad.com

12700 SHORELINE HIGHWAY

PT. REYES STATION

$7,000,000 | 83 ACRES | WINERY
JANEY KAPLAN 415.272.0726

TIM FREEMAN 707.933.6200

14875 VALLEY FORD ESTERO ROAD VALLEY FORD

$1,499,000 | 20,000 SQ .FT. | HISTORIC VALLEY FORD CREAMERY
JAN FROST 707.364.2981

945-947 QUARRY STREET PETALUMA

SOLD | 1,639 SQ.FT. | 3BD/2BA + SEPARATE STUDIO | 945QUARRY.COM
ROB SULLIVAN 707.772.9171

THE REGION'S FOREMOST REAL ESTATE 
PROFESSIONALS PRESENT THE LATEST HOME 

AND INVESTMENT OPPORTUNITIES
PREMIER PROPERTIES
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Let’s go home to modern conveniences with small-town charm, walks in the park,
and gardening in your private backyard coupled with the low maintenance of a
new home. Contact us today for the best deals on your new City Ventures home at
the Santa Rosa Collection.

• READY TO MOVE WHEN YOU ARE
• TWO COMMUNITIES THAT FIT YOUR NEEDS

LiveGreenSantaRosa.com | SantaRosaCollection@CityVentures.com

ALL RENDERINGS, FLOOR PLANS, AND MAPS ARE CONCEPTS AND ARE NOT INTENDED TO BE AN ACTUAL DEPICTION OF THE BUILDINGS, FENCING, WALKWAYS, DRIVEWAYS OR LANDSCAPING. WALLS, WINDOWS, PORCHES AND DECKS VARY PER ELEVATION AND LOT
LOCATION. IN A CONTINUING EFFORT TO MEET CONSUMER EXPECTATIONS, CITY VENTURES RESERVES THE RIGHT TO MODIFY PRICES, FLOOR PLANS, SPECIFICATIONS, OPTIONS AND AMENITIES WITHOUT NOTICE OR OBLIGATION. SQUARE FOOTAGES SHOWN ARE
APPROXIMATE. AGENTS MUST ACCOMPANY AND REGISTER THEIR CLIENT(S) ON THEIR FIRST VISIT TO THE COMMUNITY IN ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE FOR ANY REFERRAL FEE. PLEASE SEE YOUR SALES MANAGER FOR DETAILS. ©2020 CITY VENTURES. ALL RIGHTS
RESERVED. DRE LIC # 01979736.

YOUR NEW SANTA ROSA HOME
IS WAITING JUST FOR YOU

LET’S GO HOME
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Petaluma and Penngrove Real Estate Trends
By Rebecca Celli,
Broker Associate,
Celli Group Fine Properties
with Century 21 Bundesen
Rebecca@RebeccaCelliRealtor.com,
DRE#01296121
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Petaluma and Penngrove Today

As of 2/10/2020 44 single-family residences and condos closed

escrow in Petaluma and Penngrove combined. 10 more than

last year at this same time. 58 homes are currently in escrow.

As shown in the chart, Median price for Petaluma over the last

4 years has increased by 12.5%. Impressive, right? Look at 2018

vs. 2019 though and see the decrease of 1.4% as predicted by the

California Association of Realtors going into 2019.

Currently there are 47 Active listings in Petaluma and Penngrove

with 3 more “coming soon”. This is the latest category in our

Multiple Listing Service that is aimed at providing information

that your Realtor can share with you about properties coming

Sales of single-family homes

recorded in Sonoma County

for the week of Dec. 29

Bodega Bay

141 Cypress Loop, $1,125,000

Forestville

10987 Terrace Drive, $280,000

Glen Ellen

860 Cecelia Drive, $602,000

Guerneville

17425 River Lane, $300,000

Healdsburg

2653 S. Fitch Mountain Road, $400,000

558 Powell Ave., $520,000

707 Larkspur Drive, $682,500

337 Matheson St., $2,555,000

Occidental

830 Salmon Creek Road, $1,072,000

Petaluma

815 Pepper Road, $242,500

21 Arlington Drive, $535,000

928Wood Sorrel Drive, $560,000

1267 Kresky Way, $590,000

913 Pinewood Court, $680,000

1657 Madeira Circle, $867,500

461 Pepper Lane, $1,200,000

Rohnert Park

1211 Mateo Drive, $564,500

1534 Karleigh Place, $665,000

5589 Country Club Drive, $705,000

Santa Rosa

515 Olive St., $259,500

3980 Millbrook Drive, $270,000

295 Bucks Road, $470,000

2405 Vera Drive, $504,000

7401 Oak Leaf Drive, $510,000

950 Stevenson St., $510,000

830 Fresno Ave., $517,000

320 Hansbery Way, $535,000

2775 Red Tail St., $555,000

1208 Comalli St., $565,000

225 Craftman Court, $570,000

1230 Spencer Ave., $570,000

326 Asuelo Way, $597,000

2316 Neotomas Ave., $600,000

2317 George Lane, $605,000

1609 Rose Clover St., $685,000

1618 Peppergrass St., $721,000

5789 La Sierra Drive, $738,000

1119 Shadyslope Drive, $748,000

2630 Canterbury Drive, $765,000

2553 Barley Lane, $886,000

2545 Barley Lane, $901,500

5769 Marsh Hawk Drive, $950,000

1537 Kjell Court, $1,725,000

Sebastopol

8254 Valley View Drive, $650,000

1532 Schaeffer Road, $1,200,000

Sonoma

486 E. Macarthur St., $550,000

17501 Highland Blvd., $593,500

682 Ross Court, $660,000

421 E. Second St., $1,150,000

Windsor

6409 Yale St., $640,000

2490 Silk Road, $660,000

506 Peppertree Drive, $700,000

Sales reported to the Sonoma County

recorder and distributed to The Press

Democrat by RealQuest the nation’s

largest online property information

database. Sales without prices not

included in this list. To search a

database of Sonoma County home

sales since Jan. 1, 2004, go to

www.pressdemocrat.com/datacenter

MEDIAN PRICES BY MONTH

Sonoma County prices Dec-2019 Nov-2018 Nov Sales

A Cloverdale $607,250 $557,500 10

B Sonoma Coast $841,600 $785,000 10

C Healdsburg $750,000 $850,000 23

D Russian River $460,000 $470,000 18

E Windsor $687,000 $617,000 21

F Sebastopol $850,000 $895,000 15

G NW Santa Rosa $585,000 $526,250 43

H NE Santa Rosa $7,435,000 $647,000 52

I SW Santa Rosa $555,000 $528,750 20

J SE Santa Rosa $637,500 $577,500 20

K Oakmont $610,000 $672,000 6

L PetalumaWest $705,000 $795,000 16

M Petaluma East $702,000 $650,000 27

N Rohnert Park, Cotati $553,750 $596,250 30

O Sonoma $1,160,000 $907,500 24

Single-family home resales Sonoma Co. Bay Area California

December $635,000 $908,750 $615,090

November $649,000 $925,000 $589,770

October $660,000 $940,000 $605,280

September $653,250 $880,000 $605,680

August $699,000 $900,000 $617,410

July $655,000 $950,000 $607,990

June $658,500 $960,000 $611,420

May $662,250 $990,000 $611,190

April $645,000 $988,000 $602,920

March $636,000 $940,000 $565,880

February $622,500 $867,000 $534,140

January $650,000 $836,000 $538,690

December 2018 $639,000 $850,000 $557,600

to market that are not on the open internet. Just 2 homes

were new to the market when I pulled the data for this week.

9 homes reduced price in January resulting in 3 of them going

into escrow. Pricing is key for a timely sale. Average Days on

Market for West Petaluma are running 74, East Petaluma 46

and Penngrove is averaging 62.

Only 4 homes are available to the first time or downsizing

buyer under $600,000. All of them are condo’s or townhomes.

Of the 24 homes listed between $600,000 and $999,000

3 are coming soon. 22 of the current active listings are over

$1,000,000 with 11 of them on one acre or less in town.

As we move into the new year, sellers are planning their

strategy for coming on the market this spring, or just trying

to get out of the market while home values are still strong.

Buyers - don’t wait too long so you have a better opportunity

to be the only offer on the table.We are beginning to see more

properties receiving multiple offers once again. Whether you

are buying or selling, if you are considering moving any time

soon, call today and we can map out a plan that works for you!

*All reports are published February 2020,based on data available at the

end of January 2020. All reports presented are based on data supplied

by BAREIS MLS. Neither the Association nor its MLS guarantees or

is in anyway responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the

Association or its MLS may not reflect all real estate activities in the

market. Information deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Experts in Home Delivery
Reaching buyers and sellers since 1855

Steve Schneiderman   |   707.521.5451   |   Steve.Schneiderman@pressdemocrat.com
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Sonoma County 
Movie Trivia: 

Q: Sonoma Plaza was used to film 
scenes from what 2001 comedy 
starring a contestant from the  
reality show “Survivor”? 
A: The Animal, co-starred Colleen 
Haskell, who was on the first  
season of Survivor. 

$2499 /Mo 2Br/1 /Ba $1000 off signing 
bonus. in city seclusion. Offstreet parking 
3 cars, Green grass front lawn, New paint, 
Refinished oak floor, New carpet bedrooms, 
Fireplace gas stove, gas range, Trex deck, 
Large fenced backyard, Hot tub, Fruit trees, 
Solar(707) 206-6645

DUPLEXES - SANTA ROSA

$2150.00 /Mo 2Br/1.5Ba Lovely quiet town-
house in 4plex. Pvt patio, deck off master. 
New flrs paintCent heat/ac cov pkg. w/d 
hookup in unit appl in box at site 524 Prince 
St-C7075379691

APARTMENTS - HEALDSBURG

RENTALS

Real Estate Classifieds

Place a 

Bargain Hunt ad 

for free! 
Restrictions apply. 

Place your free ad at  

pressdemocrat.com/placead. 

Sorry, no phone orders. 

Home selling tip:
Give your house curb appeal! 

Mow, pull any weeds, trim shrubs 
and plant fresh flowers for a  

good first impression. 

$660. /Mo 2 Br/1Ba Room in JC area Santa 
Rosa, share 2 BR condo. NO pet/smoking/

alcohol.
Laundry facility available.707-528-1563

SHARE RENTALS

$2900 /Mo 2Br/2Ba Oakmont beautiful re-
model, very light, large den, dining room, 
lg garage w/d hookups, serene yard, 
views, AC, 55+ lease.  831-684-1211

HOUSES / SANTA ROSA

Sonoma County 
Movie Trivia: 

Q: Bodega Bay is best known for 
what classic movie? 
A: The Birds 

2.5%-4%
FEE ON MOST PROPERTIES

  LOWEST LISTING FEE WITH FULL MLS. CALL 
FOR DETAILS. PHIL ROSE REALTORS 579-3800

SINCE 1988
  VETERAN OWNED

GIRARD.ORG
BRE:01039825

REAL ESTATE / SERVICES

REAL ESTATE

Sonoma County 
Movie Trivia: 

Q: Sonoma Plaza was used to film 
scenes from what 2001 comedy 
starring a contestant from the  
reality show “Survivor”? 
A: The Animal, co-starred Colleen 
Haskell, who was on the first  
season of Survivor. 

WELL TAKEN CARE OF 4 YEAR OLD HOME. 
Recently updated 2 bed, 1 bath Redman 
home. House has new carpet and paint as 
well as a large covered deck and covered 
parking. Located in Mobile Home Estates 
a park for people 55 and older. Close to 
Windsor and shopping. $89,900 Offered by 
American Dream Homes. agent: Jon DuPar 
(707)799-9473, Serial#1418

MOBILE HOMES

LOAN TURNED DOWN
ELSEWHERE?

  Hard Money Loans from the
Guys in the White Hats!

707-523-2099
Sun Pacific Mortgage & RE

CA DRE #01464899/
NMLS #360993

REAL ESTATE / SERVICES

AWARD WINNING AGENT
 

SPECIALIZING IN
 

MANUFACTURED & MOBILE HOMES  
 

Buyers & Sellers
 

I have LISTED and SOLD
Hundreds of Manufactured Homes

 
Put my Experience to work for you!

 
707.535.8797

 
Coldwell Banker
DRE#01353119

SELL YOUR MOBILE HOME FAST, FOR CASH 
TO STEVE  

 
*No Commissions

*No Title Company Charges
*No Cleaning

*No For Sale Signs
*Less Paperwork

*On Your Schedule!
 

For a Smooth, Positive,
Professional Experience

Call Steve,
‘The Mobile Home Guy’

707-364-4114
Licensed, Insured, Trusted. Serving Sonoma 

County since 1999.

MOBILE HOMES

Place a 

Bargain Hunt ad 

for free! 
Restrictions apply. 

Place your free ad at  

pressdemocrat.com/placead. 

Sorry, no phone orders. 

WAREHOUSE/OFFICE
  SR 1000-4000sf, Month to Month

3200dutton.com 707-579-4823

COMMERCIAL PROPERTY

TERESA WILLIAMS PROPERTIES
NEW MANUFACTURED HOME SPECIALIST  
Proudly representing Skyline Homes in 

parks, and private property
I buy old worn out homes in parks fairly!

707-477-7775
BE#1401420289 DOH DL#1119605

twsellsmobiles@gmail.com
teresawilliamsproperties.com

MOBILE HOMES

DELIVERING
RESULTS
FOR LOCAL
BUSINESS
OWNERS

The best way to
advertise in Petaluma is
with the Argus Courier
and Petaluma360.com.
Most of our customers
view one or the other
regularly and so they
have really helped our
business reach the right
people.”

– Dustin O’Brien
Local Business Owner

“

For information on how the Argus-
Courier and Petaluma360.com
can help your business grow, call
Joanne Herrfeldt at 707.526-8551.
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FOLIO: Best Issue finalist
Eddie Award finalist for Best Full Issue 
among regional consumer magazines  
for the March 2015 issue.

Subscribe today 
and save 56% off the cover price 
$14.99 for one year of Sonoma magazine includes 6 issues [bi-monthly] Sonoma magazine

SUBSCRIBE

Don’t miss another issue. Subscribe today!

sonomamag.com/subscribe | 855.850.0991
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Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is
compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and
square footage are approximate.

5335 Burnside Road, Sebastopol

$7,999,000

Multiple homes

chedahomes.com

212± acre ranch located within heart of

Russian River & Sonoma Wine Appellation.

110± acres potentially plantable. 2 existing

ponds serviced by large springs. Farmhouse +

2 other residences & out buildings on property.

Deb Cheda | Jeff Bounsall

707.246.6217 | 707.529.6225

DRE 01237719 | 00852850

chedahomes@gmail.com

1073 Country Club Drive, Petaluma

$1,560,000

5 Bed 3 Bath

housesofpayne.com

Contemporary Country Club Estates

home w/ stunning views of Petaluma,

surrounding valleys & Sonoma Mountains.

The .325+/- acre lot boasts private

outdoor kitchen + grilling area.

The Payne Real Etsate Team

415.858.0060

DRE 01459123 | 01732991

paynerealestateteam@compass.com

1047 Rancho Lindo Drive, Petaluma

$1,595,000

4 Bed 3 Bath

compass.com

Ellen Lesher

707.327.6431

DRE 01728566

ellen.lesher@compass.com

One of Petaluma's finest! Upstairs has living

room, formal dining room, kitchen, master suite,

2 beds & 2 full baths. Downstairs has family

room, 1 bed, laundry room, full bath + separate

entrance.

13 IversonWay, Petaluma

$1,499,999

4 Bed 3.5 Bath

13iverson.com

ImpressiveWest Haven home backs

to open space & boasts views of

surrounding rolling hills, valleys & cityscape.

Multiple areas for entertaining.

Margaret Schrock | Dino Wilson

707.478.4984 | 415.215.2614

DRE 01949703 | 01451397

10675 Bottle Rock Road, Kelseyville

$899,999

4 Bed 3.5 Bath

compass.com

Custom craftsman on 7.14± acres. Downstairs

master suite, sitting area, fireplace, dramatic

bathroom. Upstairs has 2 beds/2 baths + an

incredible media/game room. Surround sound,

large rock waterfall, BBQ/outdoor kitchen.

Teb Weber | Alan Maciel

707.280.1829 | 415.309.9775

DRE 00934840 | 01859333
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1308 Pacific Avenue, Petaluma

$589,000

4 Bed 2 Bath

compass.com

Single level ranch style home w/ open floor

plan, spacious combined dining/living room

w/ hardwood floors, wood burning fireplace &

access to relaxing & private rear yard. Fenced-

in front yard has nicely sized fruit tree.

Teb Weber | Alan Maciel

707.280.1829 | 415.309.9775

DRE 00934840 | 01859333
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