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More than 200 people gathered at the 
Tiburon Police Department Aug. 29 to chal-
lenge officials to take steps to end systemic 
racism within the community and in law 
enforcement. The protest was a public show 
of support for two Black business owners 
who say they were racially profiled by police 

while recently working after hours in their 
downtown clothing store. 

The protest came just over a week after 
the Aug. 21 incident at Yema, a Main Street 
boutique owned by Tiburon resident Yema 
Khalif and his partner, Hawi Awash, who 
are the designers and models for the brand. 
The encounter, in which three officers as-
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The Reed Union School District has 
abruptly dropped its long-term dis-
tance-learning program just one week 
into the 2020-2021 school year after 
discovering several of the platform’s 
lessons contained “inappropriate con-
tent expressing racism or sexism,” 
according to district Superintendent 
Nancy Lynch.

Lynch said the district late last 
week began hearing reports and see-
ing social-media posts from educators 
and parents across the country high-
lighting offensive content within the 
curriculum of the Acellus Learning 
Accelerator. The Reed district select-
ed the online K-12 program for use by 
the 73 kids across its three schools 
who have signed up to distance learn 
all year, even after public-health offi-
cials have deemed it safe for kids to 
return to class amid the coronavirus 
pandemic. 

Those students had only been using 
the program for about five days, as 
the new school year began Aug. 24. 
Lynch said none of the lessons being 
highlighted as inappropriate had been 
used within the district, though she 
did note Reed district teachers who 
had been exploring the curriculum 
came across a primary-grade math 
lesson that specifically mentioned 
mothers needing to use math when 
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Strong rebukes of racial injus-
tice and calls for police reform 
were countered by staunch sup-
port for law enforcement at a 
special Aug. 27 online commu-

nity forum, which drew more 
than 450 listeners and dozens 
of commenters about the recent 
late-night encounter between 
three Tiburon Peninsula police 
officers and a Black business 
owner working inside his down-
town store. 

At the nearly four-hour joint 
meeting of the Tiburon Town 
and Belvedere City councils, of-

ficials listened as more than 50 
residents expressed shock and 
outrage over the incident at 
Yema, an “action fashion wear” 
boutique at 10 Main St. owned 
by Yema Khalif and his partner, 

editor@thearknewspaper.com
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Tiburon officials last week released 
body-camera footage from the first offi-
cer at the scene of a late-night confronta-
tion between police and Black business 
owner Yema Khalif, who asserts he was 
racially profiled when questioned at his 
downtown shop.

The nearly 
11-minute record-
ing includes about 
5 previously un-
seen minutes of the 
incident, which oc-
curred about 1 a.m. 
Aug. 21 at Yema, 
the “action fashion 
wear” boutique at 
10 Main St. owned by Khalif and part-
ner Hawi Awash, Tiburon residents who 
are also the designers and models for the 
brand. The couple say they had received 
a large shipment of merchandise and that 
they and a visiting friend and business 
associate had been restocking the store 
to prepare for the weekend shortly before 
a patrol officer knocked on the door and 

Dozens weigh in on police 
incident with Black merchant
Response from 140 speakers, letter-writers at online forum show community sharply divided

Town releases 
police body-
camera footage 
of complete 
encounter

Rally calls for change, 
police accountability

Read the letters: Residents write to 
The Ark, Tiburon Town Council in sup-
port of police or Yema owners — but 
rarely both, pages 3, 24
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Schools 
dropping 
provider 
over racist 
and sexist 
lessons
Reed district joins decision 
after parents elsewhere 
discover offensive content
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watch 
online

cam footage: 
arkn.ws/tib_body 
cam

cellphone foot
age: arkn.ws/
yema_video
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Ruth,

Love,
Lennie

Thank you for 25 years

of wonderful marriage.



The Ark welcomes letters to the editor. They should be 350 words or fewer and submitted electroni-
cally. The Ark reserves the right to edit all letters for clarity and will not knowingly publish those containing false or misleading informa-
tion. Legally objectionable letters, those of a commercial/promotional nature or news announcements will be rejected. Letters should be 
sent only to The Ark, must be original, and they must include your first and last name as you are known in the community, your city of 
residence, occupation if relevant and a telephone number for verification. The deadline is noon the Friday preceding Wednesday’s publica-
tion. Email your letter to editor@thearknewspaper.com or submit it online at thearknewspaper.com under the “Contact” tab.
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Heartsick to hear of profiling;  
it happened here to my gardener

I am heartsick over the police harassment of the owners 
of Yema. I have lived in Tiburon since 1982. Many times 
through the years I have worked very late at night after 
business hours in my downtown Tiburon offices. I have 
never been questioned. What happened to Yema Khalif and 
Hawi Awash is inexcusable. I truly believed it would not 
have happened if they were white. The officers in question 
should be suspended until a thorough investigation is com-
pleted. I hope those involved are removed from the police 
force. Thank God Yema and Hawi had a friend with them 
who was quick enough to capture the interaction on video. 
I have sent it to friends all over the country who are univer-
sally horrified.

It will take more than an apology to make things right. 
And a thorough revamping of our Police Department with 
sensitivity training and thorough vetting is needed.

My gardener was harassed by a Tiburon officer several 
months ago. I should have done something then but was 
recovering from surgery. My gardener has been caring for 
my garden for 27 years. He is a gentle, kind-hearted man of 
Basque descent but could be mistaken for being of Latino 
heritage. He arrived at my home at about 10 in the morning, 
upset and shaking. I asked him to sit down and asked what 
was wrong. In a shaky voice he told me the Tiburon police 
had pulled him over on Tiburon Boulevard. When they came 
to his window he asked what he had done wrong. They did 
not answer his question but asked him for his driver’s license 
and registration. He gave them to him right away. One of the 

cops said, “You live in Novato. What are you doing here? You 
don’t belong here. Go back to Novato.” He told them he was 
a gardener, which was obvious from his pickup loaded with 
equipment. He told them he was headed to a client’s home to 
do his job. They asked who his client was. He said, “Karen 
Hardesty.” The cop shoved his documents back to him and 
they took off quickly. He is an old man of slight build. No 
threat to anyone. I told him I was horrified and he could take 
the day off if he would feel better. He said no. He was afraid 
they would still be there when he left.

These occurrences have distressed me along with other 
anecdotal information regarding other incidents I have been 
told about. I am wondering if our sweet little town has a 
dark underbelly that because of the current state of our 
union has been given permission to become visible with no 
fear of curtailment. 

Silence is complicity.
— Karen Z. Hardesty, Tiburon

Khalif played the victim card to 
gain publicity for his new store

I am writing to voice my support for the Tiburon Police 
Department. I have watched the video, both Yema Khalif’s 
and officer’s body camera. The officers approached respect-
fully, and the owner of the store was immediately confron-
tational. The owner of the store brought up race within 
seconds. Not one officer said anything about race. I believe 
Khalif did not plan this but took this opportunity to gain 
———
See 
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1410 Vistazo Street West #6, Tiburon
2 Bed   |   1 Bath   1 Half Bath   |   $1,295,000

1410vistazowest.com

253 Trinidad Drive, Tiburon
3 Bed | 3 Bath   1 Half Bath | $1,850,000

253trinidad.com

4 Rolling Hills Road, Tiburon
4 Bed   |   4 Bath   1 Half Bath   |   $4,695,000

4rollinghills.com

283 Karen Way, Tiburon
4 Bed   |   3 Bath   |   $2,377,000 

283karen.com

330 Bella Vista Avenue, Belvedere
3 Bed   |   2 Bath   1 Half Bath   |   $4,677,000

330bellavista.com

Jim Fraser | 415.254.0253

DRE 01383288

Amy Leenhouts Harrill   |   415.789.9906

DRE 01953544

Penny Wright | 415.601.8191

DRE 01495932

Haley Wright | 415.601.5520

DRE 01980953

Laura Reinertsen | 415.302.6172

DRE 01226087

Kristin Sennett   |   415.819.7472

DRE 01348547

Shana Rohde-Lynch | 415.789.9999

DRE 01079806

Shana Rohde-Lynch | 415.789.9999

DRE 01079806

160 Madrona Avenue, Belvedere
6 Bed   |   4 Bath   2 Half Bath   |   $7,998,000

160madrona.com

Payton Stiewe | 415.401.9966

DRE 01342081

Arrian Binnings | 415.830.2384

DRE 01811368



publicity for the store. I don’t believe you tag 53 mainstream-
media personalities and celebrities if you are truly trauma-
tized. The victim card was played, and now their store is 
packed for business. 

— John Cooper, Tiburon

Hard time accepting idea of broad 
racism, but incident is concerning

I am conservative and have had a hard time thinking that 
our country and even more, our town, has widespread racist 
tendencies. I have defended our police to many of my friends 
and neighbors. Because of the recent actions of our Tiburon 
police, I am deeply disappointed that Tiburon business own-
ers of color or any people of color were hassled and treated 
as if they were second-class citizens. I have also heard that 
people of color driving around Tiburon have been hassled 
by the police. 

I hope that the Town Council will make sure this type of 
behavior does not happen again. 

— Richard DeNezza, Tiburon

Mayor owes officers an apology, 
not the unthankful store owners

As a former resident of Tiburon, I am sickened by the way 
Mayor Alice Fredericks is treating the police officers in her 
department.

The video clearly shows the officers acted professionally, 
doing the job they were hired to do. What she should have 
done was thank the officers for acting diligently in the situ-
ation they had come upon. You would think a store owner 
would be thankful officers were concerned for the welfare of 
their business. Officers these days have a thankless job and 
should be commended, not chastised. 

— David Martinez, Eagle, Idaho

The officers involved should be 
terminated for rude, racist bullying

As a longtime Belvedere resident, I am writing from New 
York City, where I just saw the horrific footage of two down-
town business owners being accosted at their store by the 
Tiburon police. It is evident that their presence was viewed 
as suspicious, despite being the proprietors, because they 
are Black. I hope that you will register either how completely 
out of sync that response was with the ethos of our com-
munity or hold up a mirror to show us we are not as we see 
ourselves or pretend to be.

In either case, the police response was rude and racist bul-
lying, plain and simple. Those officers should be severely 
reprimanded, or better still, replaced.

— Cathy Steck, Belvedere

Video shows Khalif was hostile, 
confrontational – and cop wasn’t

I was taken a back by Yema Khalif’s claim in The Ark 
that his 1 a.m. encounter with Tiburon police was “motivat-
ed by race.”

The truth is not in the first 10 or 20 seconds of a snippet of 
video, but watching what transpired the whole time, the tone 
of the exchange and the actual words spoken. I watched the 
video that was filmed and released by Khalif, and I watched 
the video from the body camera that Officer Isaac Madfes 
was wearing.  

The initial exchange shown by police body-camera foot-
age was confrontational, hostile and met with obscenities.  
These were not the words or actions of Officer Madfes. 
Khalif refused to answer the simplest of questions: “Is this 
your store? What is your name? Are you doing inventory?” 

This was not racially motivated. This was an officer who 
walked up, knocked on the door at 1 a.m. and asked, politely, 
to know what was going on. It should have been as simple 
as that. 

As a longtime resident of Tiburon and supporter of small 
businesses, including Yema, I feel compelled to voice my 
gratitude for the Tiburon Police Department. I would like to 
thank Sgt. Mike Blasi and Officer Isaac Madfes for putting 
on their uniforms and wearing their badges in a tempera-
mental environment that does not always honor what that 
represents.

— Tanya and David Bloch, Tiburon

Town must be accountable for 
hiring sergeant with violent past

In response to recent actions that some describe as ra-
cial profiling and racially motivated by police officers in 
Tiburon, Canal Alliance stands behind its values of inclu-
sion, safety and mutual respect to support Tiburon business 
owners Yema Khalif and Hawi Awash.

Racial discrimination and racism in Marin County are 
real problems that must be addressed and condemned.

Canal Alliance stands in solidarity with and support of 
the owners of Yema. We demand that the Tiburon Town 
Council and the Belvedere City Council take immediate ac-
tion to ensure that these shameful actions are not repeated.

This incident calls into question what else is in the back-
grounds of other officers and the chief of police. In addition 
to taking immediate action, it is imperative that long-stand-
ing and systemic problems with law enforcement are also 
addressed. 

To this end, Canal Alliance demands local police depart-
ments implement procedures to conduct comprehensive 
background searches revealing violence and racism before 
entrusting our residents and visitors to police officers with 
guns and unmitigated power. We need to hold the town 
councils of Tiburon and Belvedere responsible for hiring po-
lice officers who do not have violent or racist pasts, work on 
setting the culture of respect in the local police forces and 
provide training to help officers work without racism and 
violence.

— Omar Carrera, chief executive officer 
of Canal Alliance

Late-shift cops have reason to not 
know business-hours workers

After viewing the video of the interaction between the 
Tiburon police officer and the owner of Yema, and read-
ing the mayor’s response to the incident, the mayor should 
resign. 

It was apparent that the officer was doing his job, looking 
out for the store owner’s interest, and the owner of Yema 
misinterpreted his actions, thus causing an upset in this 
community. 

Police officers have different shifts, e.g. the graveyard 
shift that typically starts at midnight, etc. People have been 
responding to this incident stating that the officers should 
have known the proprietors of Yema. Most police officers 
cannot afford to live in Tiburon, and it’s understandable for 
officers working the graveyard shift not to know who oper-
ates businesses during normal business hours in Tiburon. 

The public should also be aware that the Tiburon 
Peninsula Chamber of Commerce had given Yema and sev-
eral other businesses in Tiburon a grant to pay their rent 
and utilities, among other things. Nevertheless, it has been 
consistently difficult for a business to survive at that loca-
tion in Tiburon, especially a new one, during a pandemic.

Time for term limits for public officials in Tiburon. 

— Brian McCullough, Tiburon

Now is a great time to send a 
thank-you note to local police

Jolted into awareness of the thankless service the Tiburon 
Police Department and its people provide the people of 
Tiburon? Seen and unseen — day and night — they are 
there. When we need help and sometimes when we do not 
know we need help — they are there. 

How do we thank those who protect and serve — those we 
hope we never need?

Join me and send your own personal thank-you note to: 
Tiburon Police Department, 1155 Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon, 
CA 94920.

If we all do this, think of the smiles these thank-you notes 
will carry.

— Bob Dougherty, Tiburon

Artist’s View lane shouldn’t be 
built, but all should take survey

There has been an ongoing heated debate over the po-
tential development of Artist’s View open space by the 
Belvedere Parks & Open Space Committee. I don’t live near 
Artist’s View, but I do live near another public lane, the 
Harry B. Allen Stairs, which is the lane from Beach Road to 
the shoreline near the San Francisco Yacht Club.

I have first-hand knowledge of just how much policing and 
cleanup is needed. Weekly, I bring home bags of litter, con-
doms, beer/White Claw cans, vaping devices, towels, food 
containers, etc. There was even a bonfire about four weeks 
ago that brought out the fire department. The police also 
have to respond there frequently for juvenile partying and 
other issues. 

In early May, a survey was created by committee member 
Carolyn Lund. In a recent committee meeting, Lund admit-
ted that the survey had only been sent out to a very small 
group of residents chosen from her personal email list and 
that of the committee. This was not a “random sampling” of 
any sort. Additionally, the survey left off any discussion of 
the potential negative impacts that developing a lane may 
cause: cost to build ($300,000 plus), fire hazard (severe), 
parking (very limited), the impact on the neighbors (very 
high), the ongoing policing and cleanup needs of the area 
(additional costs), etc. 

My personal opinion is that developing this lane is not a 
good idea given the building-cost estimate, the funds needed 
for continual upkeep and the potential fire and safety risks; I 
believe our city funds are better allocated elsewhere. 

I hope all residents of Belvedere will weigh in so that we 
can get some actual data to help guide the committee, not 
just a selected group chosen by the committee. The survey 
can be found on the city website (via arkn.ws/artist-view-
survey), although it is unfortunate they neglected to add any 
information on costs or potential negative impact so one can 
make a fair assessment.

— Barry Kuhn, Belvedere

Please be more respectful of Old 
St. Hilary – and return our sign

Would the parents of the young boys who came to the 
grounds of Old St. Hilary on Aug. 24 and threw large rocks 
down our flights of old stone steps, please teach your chil-
dren that it is not acceptable behavior! You would not allow 
that to happen on your private property. 

The Belvedere-Tiburon Landmarks Society is trying to 
preserve this historical church and surrounds for future 
generations to appreciate and enjoy.

Also would the person(s) who stole our expensive, custom 
made “No Bikes” sign from the Vistazo West east-entrance 
path to the open-space preserve please return it to its origi-
nal spot beside the Old St. Hilary Wildflower Preserve sign.

— Helen Lindqvist,  
Landmarks board member, Tiburon

Letters, continued from page 3
———
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Hair salons and barbershops are allowed to reopen for 
indoor business on the Tiburon Peninsula this week after 
California rolled out a new four-tier coronavirus-activity 
framework that relaxed some rules for Marin. 

The county has also allowed indoor shopping malls to 
reopen at 25-percent capacity — with no food courts or 
common gathering areas — in line with new health orders 
issued Aug. 28 by Gov. Gavin Newsom and confirmed by 
Marin Public Health Officer Dr. Matt Willis later that day.

Marin had previously reopened those sectors June 29, 
but by July 3 the county landed on the state’s monitor-
ing list for high case and test-positivity rates. It separately 
saw an increase in hospital bed and intensive-care-unit 
bed usage, which also qualified the county for the watch 
list, amid the outbreak at San Quentin State Prison. In a 
subsequent rollback of activity for counties that remained 
on the watch list, the state shut down those sectors on July 

Hair salons, 
barbers can 
reopen indoors 
under new 
health order

By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

Further muddling a dispute between 
neighbors and Belvedere officials over 
the future of Artist’s View open space, 
two different surveys — one official, 
the other not — were released last 
week to gather public feedback on a 
city proposal to build a pathway on the 
land running from Belvedere Avenue 
to the rocky shoreline below. 

The official survey, posted Aug. 27 
on the city’s website, was previously 
sent out to 220 Belvedere residents in 
April by the Belvedere Lanes Task 
Force, a subgroup of the Parks and 
Open Space Committee. However, 

when reporting the survey’s results, 
which were largely in favor of building 
a “meandering path” in Artist’s View, 
the task force’s surveying methods 
were criticized as “biased” by a group 
of Belvedere residents, including a few 
neighbors who vocally oppose any de-
velopment in the space.

After hearing the criticisms, the 

parks committee voted to reopen the 
survey to all residents, not just the 
group of friends and acquaintances 
who had received it previously, though 
it took six weeks for the survey to 
make its way onto the city’s website.

Meanwhile, one of the critics, Beach 
Road resident Daniel B. Murray, said 
he decided to take matters into his own 
hands and create a different survey, 
posted Aug. 24 on online neighbor-
hood forum Nextdoor.com. Murray’s 
18-question survey, which garnered 63 
responses by The Ark’s press deadline, 
is a great deal longer than the official 
seven-question one and is open to not 

Italian restaurant Via Piccola 
Trattoria has opened for takeout and 
outdoor dining at The Cove Shopping 
Center, in the space formerly occupied 
by Milano Ristorante.

The new restaurant’s hours will be 
11:30 a.m.-8 p.m. Mondays through 
Saturdays and 4-8 p.m. Sundays; 
owner Pedro Ulloa said those hours 
will be adjusted once the county’s shel-
ter-in-place order allows indoor dining.

Milano Ristorante was a staple 
in Tiburon for more than four de-
cades after it was opened by Ruggero 
“Roger” and Shahla Milano of Tiburon 
in 1978. After Roger Milano died in 
2018, Shahla Milano determined it was 

time for the restaurant to close, though 
she kept it going for more than a year 
while she looked for a buyer. Milano’s 
closed its doors in February.

Ulloa is the former general manager 
and co-owner of Cafe Arrivederci in 
downtown San Rafael. This will be the 
first restaurant Ulloa has owned and 
operated by himself.

Ulloa previously said he chose the 
name Via Piccola — meaning small 
alley in Italian — because he hopes the 
restaurant will remain a neighborhood 
and family staple. 

For more information or to look at a 
menu, visit viapiccola.com.

Tiburon Boulevard 
nail salon reopens 
with outdoor stations 

Nail Connections in the Maritime 
Center at 1640 Tiburon Blvd. has re-
opened for outdoor manicures and 
pedicures under the latest updates to 
the county’s shelter-in-place order. 

Hours are 1-6 p.m. Mondays-
Wednesdays and 8:30 a.m.-6 p.m. 
Thursdays-Saturdays by appointment 
only. 

For more information or to make an 
appointment, call 415-435-6799.

— Deirdre McCrohan

Competing surveys complicate 
talk about Belvedere open space

BIZ BUZZ

———
See 

———
See 

CORRECTIONS
The Ark strives to be accurate, fair and complete in 
its coverage, and it is our policy to correct errors of 
fact and to clarify potentially confusing statements. 
Request corrections or clarifications by contacting 
Executive Editor Kevin Hessel at editor@theark- 
newspaper.com or at 415-435-2652.
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Accurate and independent Insurance and
Estate Appraisals for paintings, prints, sculpture

and Þne art photography.
Serving the San Francisco Bay Area

since 2009.

Contact us to schedule an appointment.

Sally Newton, ASA
Accredited Appraiser
707-338-8126
sally@newtonappraisal.com
newtonappraisal.com

Call Me!
I will help you determine the price 

range to rent your home and discuss 
the rental process. 

You will continue to receive:

I rent more homes than  
all other Brokers in your area!

RENT YOUR HOME

Ralph Gimpel
BRE #01025435

SPECIALIZING IN LUXURY RENTALS FOR 30 YEARS

415-516-3308

• Personal attention
• Current market rent
• 28 years of expert knowledge
• Maximum internet exposure
• Smooth leasing process

MarinIsMyHome.com

Jim FraserAmy Leenhouts Harrill
Realtor® 

415.254.0253
DRE 01383288

Realtor® 
415.789.9906
DRE 01953544

1550 Suite U, Tiburon Blvd., Tiburon/Belvedere, CA

Marin nears moving off ‘watch list’ equivalent 
of state’s new four-tier coronavirus tracking

Neighbors say small survey about Artist’s View lane initiative didn’t sample 
broadly; in six weeks it took city to open it up online, a neighbor put up his own

New Italian restaurant opens at old Milano’s spot

on the web
The Artist’s View survey created by the 

Belvedere Parks and Open Space Com-
mittee can be found at surveymonkey.
com/r/625DZBK.

The survey created by Belvedere resident 
Daniel Murray can be found at surveymon-
key.com/r/artist_view.
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Stacy Achuck

415.233.2009
stacy.achuck@compass.com
DRE 01921671

Missy Zech

415.722.8521 
missy.zech@compass.com
DRE 01378178
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85 Geldert Drive, Tiburon 
, ,    ed   ath  ffi ce

1 Madrona Avenue, Belvedere
$5,695,000 | 5 Bed | 5 Bath | Pool 

NEW LISTING

NEW PRICE
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Find Your 
Place
in Marin.

68 Reed Ranch Road, Tiburon 
$3,895,000 | 5 Bed | 3.5 Bath

2097 Centro East, Tiburon 
$2,850,000 | 3 Bed | 3 Bath

233 Trinidad Drive, Tiburon 
$4,287,000 | 5 Bed | 5.5 Bath

9 Audrey Court, Tiburon 
$4,699,000 | 4 Bed | 4.5 Bath | Pool 

31 Apollo Road, Tiburon 
$2,999,000 | 4 Bed | 3 Bath

1 Antonette Drive, Tiburon
$5,495,000 | 6 Bed | 4.5 Bath

When it comes to feeling at home, 
community matters most. And we’re 
passionate about making ours 
better every day. From serving our 
community to serving our clients, 
Tiburon is more than where we do 
business, it’s our home. Let us put our 
expertise to work for you.

NEW LISTING NEW PRICE JUST SOLD

JUST SOLDJUST SOLDJUST SOLD

Compass is a real estate bro er licensed by the tate of California and abides by ual ousing pportunity laws. icense Number . All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verifi ed. Changes 

in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  
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Public meetings of local interest
Effective March 12, Gov. Gavin Newsom 

has temporarily suspended provisions of 
the state’s open-meetings law, the Ralph M. 
Brown Act, related to teleconferencing and 
in-person public access to meetings in re-
sponse to the coronavirus pandemic. Public 
legislative bodies may now hold meetings 
via teleconferencing and allow members of 
the public to attend and address those bod-
ies by telephone or otherwise electronically.

Tiburon Town Council: 4:30 today, Sept. 
2, by Zoom teleconference. Members of the 
public may participate in the meeting using 
ID 914-3512-5604 or by calling 669-900-6833 
and entering the meeting ID when prompted. 

Tiburon Design Review Board: 7 p.m. 
Sept. 3, by Zoom teleconference. Members 
of the public may participate in the meeting 
using ID 913-7951-5860 or by calling 669-
900-6833 and entering the meeting ID when 
prompted. 

Strawberry Recreation District 
board of directors: 6:30 p.m. Sept. 8, by 
Zoom teleconference. Visit strawberry.marin.
org/mtgagenda ahead of the meeting for the 
agenda and connection details.

Marin Local Agency Formation 
Commission: 7 p.m. Sept. 8, by Zoom tele-
conference. Visit marinlafco.org/meetings 
ahead of the meeting for the agenda and con-
nection details.

Tiburon Fire Protection District 
board of directors: 6:30 p.m. Sept. 9, by 
teleconference. Visit tiburonfire.org/board-
of-directors ahead of the meeting for the 
agenda and connection details. 

Tiburon Planning Commission: 7:30 
p.m. Sept. 9, by Zoom teleconference. Visit 
townoftiburon.org/282/Agendas-Minutes-
Staff-Reports ahead of the meeting for the 
agenda and connection details.

Richardson Bay Regional Agency 
board of directors: 5:30 p.m. Sept. 10, by 
Zoom teleconference. Visit rbra.ca.gov ahead 
of the meeting for the agenda and connection 
details.

Belvedere City Council: 6:30 p.m. Sept. 
14, by Zoom teleconference. Visit cityofbelve-
dere.org/95/City-Council ahead of the meet-
ing for the agenda and connection details.

Richardson Bay Sanitary District 
board of directors: 4 p.m. Sept. 15, by 
Zoom teleconference. Visit richardsonbaysd.
org/Agendas ahead of the meeting for the 
agenda and connection details.

Reed Union School District board of 
trustees: 6 p.m. Sept. 15, by Zoom telecon-
ference. Visit arkn.ws/RUSDagendas ahead 
of the meeting for the agenda and connection 
details.

Belvedere Planning Commission: 
6:30 p.m. Sept. 15, by Zoom teleconference. 
Visit cityofbelvedere.org/101/Planning-
Commission ahead of the meeting for the 
agenda and connection details.

The Tiburon Town Council meets at 
4:30 today, Sept. 2, by Zoom teleconference. 
Members of the public may participate in the 
meeting using ID 914-3512-5604 or by call-
ing 669-900-6833 and entering the meeting 
ID when prompted. The following items are 

on the agenda:
4:30 special meeting: Interviews of 

Christopher Murphy and David Barker to 
fill one vacancy on the Belvedere-Tiburon 
Disaster Advisory Council.

5 p.m. regular meeting: Receive in-
vestment report for July.

Municipal Code Chapter 28, Smoking and 
Tobacco Regulations, to ban the sale of fla-
vored tobacco.

Town Manager to apply for the Active 
Transportation Grants for the Trestle Glen 
Boulevard Class II Bikeway Project on 
town’s behalf.

Disaster Advisory Council.
-

ments for the Tiburon Tourism Business 
Improvement District and consider adoption 
of resolution to continue the assessments.

 
Board agenda

The Tiburon Design Review Board meets 
at 7 p.m. Sept. 3, by Zoom teleconference. 
Members of the public may participate in the 
meeting using ID 913-7951-5860 or by calling 
669-900-6833 and entering the meeting ID 
when prompted. The following items are on 
the agenda:

-
cation for construction of an approximately 
652-square-foot addition and exterior altera-
tions to an existing two-story single-family 
home at 137 Avenida Miraflores. Owners: 
Jonas and Christine Svallin.

-

lar board meetings for as long as COVID-19 
pandemic makes in-person board meetings 
unsafe or illegal.

Belvedere Planning Commission 
tentative agenda

The Belvedere Planning Commission 
meets at 6:30 p.m. Sept. 15 by Zoom tele-
conference. Visit cityofbelvedere.org/101/
Planning-Commission ahead of the meeting 
for the final agenda and connection details. 
The following items are on the tentative 
agenda:

-
dation to the Belvedere City Council ap-
proval of amendments to Belvedere Zoning 
Code pertaining to accessory dwelling units 
and junior accessory dwelling units, consis-
tent with an urgency ordinance approved in 
December 2019.

license applications for a residential remodel 
located at 26 Lagoon Road. The project in-
cludes raising the roof 6 inches and creating 
a new curb cut to accommodate new parking 
and a driveway gate as well as upgrades to 
the existing landscaping and new lighting. 
Owners: Paw and Csilla Andersen.

to grant a three-month construction-time-
limit extension to the construction project at 
270 Beach Road. Owners: James and Hollie 
Haynes.

for a boat/kayak lift for the property at 27 
West Shore Road. A variance is required, as 
a portion of the lift encroaches into the rear 
yard setback. Owners: James and Pamela 
Robertson.

MEETINGS & AGENDAS

LOCAL. TRUSTED. CARING.

Available for Live in 24/7
Daily and Hourly Care

HCO# 214700021, HHA# 550004938

info@marinhomecare.com

www.marinhomecare.com

(415) 712-1917

Laura Belluomini MSN, 
RN, CCM, Founder 

Our office is located in 
downtown Tiburon

Come visit us at:
1610 Tiburon Boulevard Suite #201
Tiburon, CA 94920

-Lisa M, Tiburon

We provide Private RNs, LVNs, CNAs, PTs and Caregivers

Blood sugar
Testing

Hospice
Assistance

Home infusion
therapy

Vital signs, Wound
care, Ostomy Care

 

 

I can’t say enough about this great
company and the loving care they provide!

Medication 
Management

 

Tube Drain, and 
Bag Maintenance

In-home blood
draws and injections

Alzheimer and 
Dementia Care

Shopping 
and Errands

Meal 
Preparation

Personal 
Care

Engaging and 
Stimulating

Warmth, Respect, 
and Compassion

Light  
Housekeeping

Caring 
Companionship

NOW OFFERING: SKILLED NURSING CARE 
AND MEDICAL STAFFING
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Just Sold
1990 Centro West, Tiburon
Offered at $2,775,000
2 Bed   2 Bath   2,114 SF

Arguably one of the very best Tiburon locations with 
unobstructed panoramic views perfectly centered on the Golden 
Gate Bridge . . . sweeping from The City of San Francisco to Mt. 
Tamalpais. And let’s not forget to mention the close-up views of 
Angel Island, Belvedere, and the Tiburon Harbor. When you see 
it, you will be overwhelmed with amazement! This exceptional 
home is perched on a hilltop knoll just above downtown, located 
on a level lot and situated behind a private and gated parking 
area. You are just moments from downtown Tiburon, the Tiburon 
Ferry and Shoreline Park. This one level home features a master 
with ensuite, plus a 2nd bedroom and full bath. The living spaces 
include a great room and dining area, in addition to a den office 
or family area; style it to your needs. The wrap around windows 
and deck provide day and night vistas and excellent privacy that 
will amaze you, entertain you, and likely take your breath away. 
Enjoy the many updates including a remodeled master bath 
with a soa ing tub, an updated itchen, office den with custom 
built ins, motori ed oor to ceiling shades, a sunshade awning, 
and radiant heating. This may be the home you will never want 
to leave!

1990CentroWest.com

Jim Fraser
Real Estate Professional
415.254.0253
JimFraser@MarinIsMyHome.com
MarinIsMyHome.com
DRE 01383288

Amy Leenhouts Harrill
Real Estate Professional
415.789.9906
Amy@MarinIsMyHome.com
MarinIsMyHome.com
DRE 01953544
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By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

The owner of a newly remod-
eled Spanish-style mansion on 
Golden Gate Avenue will need to 
tear out two ancient olive trees 
and permanently disable dozens 
of lights around his property 
after multiple neighbors — some 
as far away as Sausalito — com-
plained about light pollution 
from unapproved lights on the 
property. 

Mostly upholding the origi-
nal landscaping and lighting 
plan approved for the property 
in 2017, the Belvedere Planning 
Commission at its Aug. 18 tele-
conference meeting voted 6-1 to 
require 339 Golden Gate Ave. 
homeowners David and Julie 
Flaherty to remove the unap-
proved trees and disconnect 
lights placed without approval 
on a tower, back balcony alcove 
and rear deck. The Flahertys 
must also remove a set of “mush-
room” lights along the front en-
trance and replace them with 
low-profile lighting. 

Meanwhile, the commission 
voted to allow the couple to in-
stall other site improvements, 
including a trellis, planter box, 
arbor and guard railing. 

Commissioner Nena Hart was 
the sole vote in opposition of the 
design approval. She posited the 
unsanctioned lights should not 
only be disabled but completely 
removed. 

“I feel they were totally in-
stalled with complete disregard 
to what was approved,” Hart 
said at the meeting. “I don’t see 
why we should feel sorry for the 
cost or the work because it was 
with total disregard for our work 
and thoughts and recommenda-
tions that all this is now on the 
neighbors.” 

Lights to be  
permanently disabled

Last week’s hearing was a 
continuation of a discussion held 
in July, in which commissioners 
criticized David Flaherty for in-
stalling the multitude of lights 
without the city’s permission. 

Flaherty conceded at the July 

meeting that he had heard com-
plaints about the lights and saw 
photos taken from Sausalito of 
his new house showing a “re-
ally bad glow.” He since dimmed 
the outdoor lights to 5-percent 
brightness in some places and 
shut off many of the lights on his 
back deck. 

But at the August meeting, 
commissioners decided his ef-
forts to lessen the light pollution 
emanating from the property 
were not enough. 

“We’re dealing with so many 
things that were not approved 
it’s like a menu,” Commissioner 
Jim Lynch said. 

According to Commissioner 
Pat Carapiet, a total of 185 lights 
were installed on the property 
without prior approval, includ-
ing lights on a tower structure 
that stretches above the rest of 
the house and creates a beacon-
like effect. 

“I went after sundown. I saw 
the reflection from (the lights) 
below washing the tower,” 

Belvedere Community Foundation accepting 
entries for annual online photo contest

The Belvedere Community 
Foundation is accepting entries for 
its 19th annual online photo contest 
through Nov. 7. 

Amateur and professional photog-
raphers alike will have the opportu-
nity to submit snapshots capturing 
the beauty and spirit of the Tiburon 
Peninsula. 

Categories include architecture, 
black-and-white photos, photogra-
phers ages 5-18, landscapes, wildlife 
and “Reflections of 2020.” 

For contest rules and entry guide-
lines, visit belvederecommunity-
foundation.com and click on “Photo 
Contest.”

— Emily Lavin

WildCare officials: Leaving water out for 
deer, other animals can lead to problems

WildCare wildlife rehabilitation 
center in San Rafael is asking people 
not to put out water for wildlife, even 
as August gives way to what is typi-
cally hot, dry late summer and early 
fall weather in Marin. 

“While it might seem like the kind 
thing to do, providing water in an 
artificial container, as opposed to a 
stream or a pond, actually puts wild-
life at risk,” WildCare spokeswoman 
Alison Hermance said.

WildCare notes artificial water 
sources can lead to a number of 
problems. 

For one, the sources can attract 
large numbers of animals that could 
bring different species into closer 
contact than they should and lead to 
fights over territory. 

The water source could attract 
unwanted animals to yards as well. 

“Far too often, animals like 
skunks and raccoons are trapped 
and killed in neighbors’ yards after 
being drawn to a water source set 
out with the kindest of intentions,” 
Hermance said. 

In addition, any water source set 
out for wildlife to access must be 
emptied and refilled daily and must 
be sanitized at least weekly with a 
solution that is one part bleach for 
every nine parts water; otherwise it 
can lead to diseases like the recently 
resurgent Adenovirus Hemorrhagic 
Disease in deer, which kills fawns 
and young deer and makes adult 
deer very ill. 

Hermance reminded Marin resi-
dents that wildlife are able to get the 
water they need from eating leaves 
and their smaller wildlife prey.

— Deirdre McCrohan

Expensive olive trees, lighting 
must be removed from home 
along Golden Gate Avenue

———
See 
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IN-HOME NURSING 
& CAREGIVING

Independently Owned and Operated
CDPH Lic. 550001360

Call for a Free Home Care Assessment 

415 332 3300

Inspired Home Consulting

finally feel
at home

Book your free consultation now

Make your home feel special 
in ways that are meaningful to you

through inquiry, inspiration, and design.Geneva Michaelcheck
geneva@spiritinthewalls.com
415-997-6609
SpiritInTheWalls.com

Carapiet said, adding that she would like the 
tower lights to be completely removed. 

Aside from Hart, the other commissioners 
were hesitant to require the removal of the 
tower’s light fixtures, noting their removal 
could damage the expensive stucco walls, 
which are difficult to patch. 

Commissioners pointed out the tower’s il-
lumination was coming from a combination 
of exterior and interior lights around the 
tower, as well as large windows at the top. 

Sandy Donnell, a Golden Gate Avenue res-
ident and former Belvedere mayor, wrote to 
the city ahead of the August hearing saying 
she was “particularly concerned about the 
tower” lights. She asked that they be perma-
nently disabled. 

“I don’t want to have to be the monitor of 
those lights. I don’t want to be the person 
who has to call the city and say the lights 
are up again,” she said.

According to Belvedere Municipal Code, 
exterior lighting should not create a glare, 
hazard or annoyance to neighbors or pass-
ers-by. All exterior lighting should be low 
wattage, shielded and directed downward. 

A neighbor directly across the street, 
Tom Freiburger, objected to more than a 
dozen lights lining a stucco wall along the 
street that were installed without the city’s 
approval.

The Freiburgers in 2017 appealed ap-
proval of the stucco wall to the City Council, 
though their appeal was rejected by a 3-2 
vote. 

Commissioner Larry Stoehr sided with 

Freiburger and asked whether every other 
light along the street could be removed. 

Flaherty, however, said he installed the 
streetlights to illuminate the wall and pre-
vent someone from driving into it. 

“Our road is a very dangerous thorough-
fare,” he said. “That trips a safety piece for 
me.” 

Lynch, who said he drives by the property 
every day, agreed the lights are helpful when 
driving at night along Golden Gate Avenue. 

Stoehr also pointed out “the sheer number 
of landscaping lights” that were “creating a 
lot of the reflection” on the house and annoy-
ing the neighbors. He recommended an over-
all dimming schedule for the garden lights. 

Also called into question was a large 
chandelier inside the Flaherty home that 
has been the subject of neighbor complaints 
as well. 

Flaherty said he and his wife only use the 
chandelier when entertaining and have been 
afraid to use it above 25-percent brightness 
because they’re “terrified of what would 
happen” with the neighbors. 

Commissioners suggested he darken the 
window glazing to block some of the light 
coming from the chandelier, but Flaherty 
adamantly declined. 

“I can’t do the glazing because … it would 
change the look of our windows. The way to 
attack the problem is the light source itself,” 
he said. 

Instead he suggested dimming the chan-
delier to 10 or 15 percent and seeing how 
that worked for the neighbors. 

Commissioners also asked that a line of 
raised “mushroom” lights placed along an 
entry pathway be removed. 

“They’re designed to be at knee height, 
but when you’re on the street … they do 
shine into people’s eyes as they walk,” said 
Commission Chair Peter Mark. 

After some disagreement, commission-
ers decided most of the exterior lights, aside 
from the mushroom lights, could be disabled 
and not removed. 

Belvedere Building Official Brian Van 
Son explained that the city will work with 
an electrician to cut back the wires within 
the junction box, meaning both the switch 
and lights themselves will be permanently 
disabled. That way it would be difficult for 
future homeowners to reconnect them.

Olive trees must go
Two ancient olive trees planted by 

Flaherty that flank the property’s front en-
trance will need to be removed and relocated 
deeper into the property. 

In the original landscaping plan, com-
missioners had approved the planting of six 
36-inch-box olive trees, which are consider-
ably smaller than the pair of 72-inch-box 
trees actually installed. 

Flaherty has argued he thought he was 

doing the city and his neighbors a service by 
planting the larger trees because there were 
only two instead of the allowed six. 

“Frankly, we are going to improve every-
one’s views,” he said, adding that the ancient 
olive trees are much more beautiful than the 
younger, smaller ones. 

City staff recommended the trees be al-
lowed to stay, trimmed to the height of 12 
feet, but commissioners and neighbors didn’t 
think that went far enough. 

The Freiburgers said in a letter to the 
commission that allowing the trees to re-
main and be trimmed to 12 feet would mean 
they “would be relying on the same person 
who disregarded the approvals in the first 
place to abide by the suggested mitigating 
changes.” 

“I don’t believe the commission is inter-
ested in engaging in character assessment 
of applicants and to that end, the logical ac-
tion would be to enforce what was originally 
approved,” they wrote. 

Commissioners largely agreed with the 
Freiburgers and decided the trees would 
have to be relocated further into the property. 

“My vote is that those ancient olive trees, 
as beautiful as they are, should not be on 
that berm,” Lynch said. 

After agreeing with most of the com-
mission’s conditions, Flaherty pushed back 
against moving his trees. 

“I think removing the two olive trees is 
ridiculous,” he said.

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.

Lights, continued from page 9
——— ‘

I don’t see why we should 
feel sorry for the cost 
or the work because it 

was with total disregard for 
our work and thoughts and 
recommendations that all this 
is now on the neighbors.” 
— Nena Hart, Belvedere planning commissioner
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The Cooperative Cleaning Company (CCC) delivers superior green housekeeping services while providing 
employees with compensation, health care, and paid time off benefits exceeding the industry average. A native 
of France, owner Sarah Neil holds a master’s in anthropology from the Sorbonne in Paris and speaks eight 
languages. Mike Neil, a fourth-generation San Franciscan, spent 30 years in IT before “retiring” to help with CCC. 
And when not studying at university, daughter Roxane Raphael rounds out the management team.

The Cooperative Cleaning Company, 510-845-0003, CoopCleaning@gmail.com, CooperativeCleaning.com



BELVEDERE  |   T H E  A R K S E P T E M B E R  2 ,  2 0 2 0  t h e a r k n e w s p a p e r . c o m

Residential Leasing and Management Is Our Expertise...

Quality Tenants. Quality Homes.

Community Service Is Our Delight!
Continuously Giving Back for 35 + Years in Marin

• Rotary Club of Mission San Rafael • Rotary Cub of Terra Linda • Ceres Community Project  

• 100MARIN • Aldersly Garden Retirement Community • Center for Domestic Peace

Residential Leasing Services • Monthly Management Services 
Exclusively in Marin

Melissa Prandi, MPM Matt Borries, RMP Dana Sansing-Esquibel Christine Goodin, MPM

Smith Ranch Marketing
our priv w.smithranchhomes.com

Luxury Retirement Living in Marin County
 In the natural splendor of Marin County there is a 30-acre

community for people of independent minds who require 
homes reflecting their own expressed wishes and active

lifestyles.  Where distinctive quality, attention to detail and the 
abundance of services provide a truly remarkable value.

Smith Ranch Marketing Associates
On-site brokers for 20+ years

Call for your private preview! 415-491-4918
www.smithranchhomes.com

By HANNAH WEIKEL
hweikel@thearknewspaper.com
———

The owners of a 70-year-old Eucalyptus 
Road home have been given the green light 
for an extensive $1.9 million remodel that 
neighbors and Belvedere planning officials 
say is “much overdue.” 

After attempting to address lingering con-
cerns from the two next-door neighbors about 
privacy and a proposed accessory-dwelling 
unit, the Belvedere Planning Commission on 
Aug. 18 voted 4-0 to approve the project at 
22 Eucalyptus Road, owned by Laurent and 
Marguerite Lefouet. 

Commissioners Nena Hart, Peter Mark and 
Claire Slaymaker were recused from the dis-
cussion and vote because they live within 500 
feet of the property. Hart lives directly next 
door at 26 Eucalyptus Road and has voiced 
opposition to some aspects of the project. 

The project features a remodel of the exist-
ing home with a 642-square-foot addition. A 
second-story master bedroom and bathroom 
will be expanded, and the kitchen will be re-
located toward the back of the house where 
views of the Golden Gate Bridge, Sausalito 
and the San Francisco Bay are easier to see. 

The Lefouets also plan to build a new in-
finity-edge swimming pool toward the back 
of the 29,760-square-foot property, as well as 
new decking and patio areas. 

The proposal includes replacing the exist-
ing stucco exterior with new siding and re-
placing the wood shake roof with synthetic 
slate. 

Beth and Oliver Jenkyn, who live below the 
project at 130 Belvedere Ave., wrote to the 

city expressing their support for the remodel. 
“The updates to 22 Eucalyptus are much 

overdue and will benefit both the owners and 
the neighborhood at large,” the Jenkyns said. 

The plan also includes an elevator from 
the garage down to the main property, as 
well as extensive landscaping and tree re-
moval around the property.

A 798-square-foot accessory-dwelling unit 
proposed for the property was taken off the 
plans due to other neighbors’ concerns. City 
staff noted that the property owners may 
propose an accessory unit in the future, and 
if the design complies with state and munici-
pal code, the unit will be approved by staff. 

The project’s architect, Phoebe Holscher, 
said they decided to remove the accessory 
unit as originally designed from the plans 
after speaking with Hart, who noted in a 
June letter that the structure was designed 
to be two stories and exceeded the allowable 
16-foot height limit. 

The neighbor on the other side, Elizabeth 
Mitchell, said she was concerned an acces-
sory unit would crowd the driveway she par-
tially shares with 22 Eucalyptus. 

“With adding another unit to the prop-
erty, the number of cars and traffic on that 
driveway would, of course, increase with the 
current owner and future owners,” Mitchell 
wrote in a June email to the city. 

At the hearing, Holscher told the commis-
sion the Lefouets had eliminated a planter at 
the top of the driveway in an effort to make 
more room for Mitchell’s carport. They also 
added two strawberry trees and modified a 
bathroom window facing Mitchell’s property 
to address the neighbor’s concerns. 

Commissioner Jim Lynch said he had con-
cerns about the paint color chosen for the new 
siding, which he said appeared to be white. 
He asked the Lefouets to consider a darker 
shade that blends in to the foliage more. 

Commissioner Larry Stoehr seconded that 
request and added that he’d like to see the 
number of lights in the pool reduced as well. 

The pool’s location was questioned by 
Commissioner Marsha Lasky, who asked 
whether the Lefouets had spent much time 
at the property after buying it in April 2019. 
She said the south-facing location they chose 
for the pool is “a bit exposed” because it’s 
where “all the storms and wind come from.”

Hart, speaking during public comment as 
a neighbor, had the same concern and noted 
the house has been standing empty since the 
Lefouets bought it. 

“I don’t think the family understands the 
weather patterns around this property,” she 
said. “The gully is windy and would whip 
the water.” 

The Lefouets assured the commission 
they had spent enough time on the property 
to know the location they had chosen has the 
best view, and believed the treetops below 
the property would shield the pool from wind 
and weather blowing in from the south. 

“The location of the pool has been really 

thought through,” Laurent Lefouet said at 
the meeting. “The pool itself will be in the 
(tree) canopy.” 

Stoehr asked if there would be a splash-
ing sound coming from the 3-foot drop be-
tween pool’s infinity edge and the catchment 
trough. 

According to Mitchell, another home in the 
neighborhood has an infinity pool that “we 
hear quite clearly.” 

The Lefouet’s landscape architect, Jim 
Bradanini, said the 3-foot drop will “flow” 
over a tile wall and won’t create a loud sound 
like a waterfall or fountain would. 

Commissioners commended the architects 
for preserving the character of the original 
house, which was built in 1950. 

“I think this really is a tasteful and 
thoughtful remodel using some of the same 
lines of the original house,” Lasky said, add-
ing that the house was in need of some main-
tenance and updating. “This is very needed 
and it’s a big improvement for the property.” 

Commissioner Pat Carapiet agreed but 
asked that the paint color be revisited and 
that horizontal slats or lattice be added below 
the decks to hide the support beams from 
neighboring properties. 

The project was approved with the condi-
tions that slats are installed under the decks, 
the pool lighting is reduced and the paint 
color changed to a darker “earth tone.” 

A final landscaping and lighting plan 
will be submitted to city staff for approval. 
Belvedere residents who oppose the project 
have 10 calendar days from the commis-
sion’s approval to appeal the project to the 
Belvedere City Council. 

Board OKs $1.9 mil remodel for Eucalyptus Road home
in other action

In other action at its Aug. 18 teleconference 
meeting, the Planning Commission unanimously 
approved a new black metal roof to replace an ex-
isting wooden shake roof at 83 West Shore Road, 
owned by Dayle Burns. The issue was part of the 
consent agenda for non-controversial items.
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After submitting more detailed plans, a 
Santa Ana Court resident has won approval 
from the Tiburon Design Review Board to 
enlarge two decks and improve landscaping 
at their home. 

The board at its Aug. 20 teleconference 
meeting voted 4-1, with Miles Berger dissent-
ing, to approve the proposed exterior and 
landscape improvements to Mark Robilotti’s 
home at 1 Santa Ana Court, a project that 
required a variance for excess lot coverage.

Robilotti originally brought his plans to 
the Design Review Board on July 14. He pro-
posed building a 90-square-foot deck on the 
western front side of the property that would 
replace an existing 106-square-foot deck in 
that location and a single new 1,681-square-
foot deck to replace the decks on the rear and 
eastern side yards. 

He was also seeking approval for a guard-
rail for the western deck, a pool cover, gas 
fire table, retaining wall and a fence.

Some trees determined to be in poor con-
dition, to be undermining the foundation of 
the home and driveway or to be too close to 
the home for fire safety would be removed. 
Some would be replaced.

At the first hearing, the board criticized 
the inadequacy of the plans, which they 
said lacked details about the landscaping 
and materials. Some also objected to lack of 
“skirting” to conceal the support structures 

for the deck, and the lack of harmony in the 
fence design and other elements of the plan.

At the Aug. 20 hearing, Robilotti’s ar-
chitect, Gabriel Guerriero, submitted more 
fleshed-out plans, including a materials 
board, to show he had addressed most of the 
board’s concerns.

The changes included adding a wood 
skirt below the larger deck to conceal a por-
tion of the deck foundation and existing pool 
and equipment, as well as simplifying the 
design for proposed guardrails for the decks 
and their transition to fences.

The updated plans also call for four New 
Zealand Christmas trees, which will be 15-20 
feet tall to start, to be planted along Venado 
Drive and for more low-growing, fire-safe 
shrubbery around the site to serve as pri-
vacy screening for the home, decks and pool.

“It seems like they addressed most of our 
original concerns,” board member Bryan 
Chong said.

Taking note of the changes in the updat-
ed plan at the second hearing, board Chair 
Suzanne Kim said she appreciated that the 
fence had been redesigned so that it wasn’t 
a mish-mash of horizontal and vertical 
sections.

She still had some qualms with the design, 
though she noted she didn’t want to hold up 
project approval over them. 

“What this suffers from is that it’s har-
monized from the pool deck out,” Kim said. 
“It’s not a great design. Having said that … I 
don’t think this is the place to light the torch-

es and get out there and make a big deal. It’s 
not an elegant solution. It’s not our business 
to design for you. It’s an inoffensive one at 
this point.”

At the first meetings, Kim and Berger had 
been critical of a protrusion of deck through 
the fence Kim called a “shark fin.” They both 
expressed continued displeasure of that de-
sign feature at the Aug. 20 meeting.

However, Chong said he wasn’t overly 
bothered by the protrusion. 

“Clearly, there are better designs, but they 
might have come at the cost of pushing fur-
ther out,” he said. “(This) is not going to be 
as impactful.”

Board member Paolo Crescini agreed.
“The project is fine for me,” Crescini said. 

“I understand how the fin works underneath. 
It’s low, it’s under bushes, it’s screened. 
Unless we give them a variance for more lot 
coverage, it’s the best they can do.”

Berger said later he could hear that the 
other board members would approve the 
project, which he said freed him up to ex-
press his continued objections in casting his 
dissenting vote.

“(The project) had some odd features that 
could have been resolved, like the shark fin, 
and they didn’t pull back the larger deck. It 
protrudes a little too much,” he said.

Deirdre McCrohan has reported on Tiburon 
local government and community issues for 
more than 30 years. Reach her at 415-944-
4634.

Design board approves new decks and 
landscaping at Santa Ana Court home

glang@thearknewspaper.com
———

Flooding and sea-level rise affect everyone 
in Marin, but some communities are more 
vulnerable than others. 

In December 2014, a 7.8-foot king tide, com-
bined with heavy rainfall, flooded Highway 
101, shutting down southbound traffic for 
hours and cutting off Marin City residents 
from work, school and emergency services.

Since that time, the Marin City Highway 
101 interchange continues to flood on a regu-
lar basis, each time threatening the commu-
nity with power outages and contaminated 
flood waters.

The Richardson Bay Audubon Center 
and Sanctuary in Tiburon, in cooperation 
with environmental-justice group Shore Up 
Marin, is working on a community-driven 
solution those involved say will help lessen 
flooding, guard against sea-level rise and 
transform a polluted holding pond into an 
educational and recreational green space for 
Marin City residents. 

Richardson 
Bay Audubon 
joins in effort 
to restore 
wetlands

———
See 
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SUDOKU
The challenge is to fi ll every 
row across, every column 
down, and every 3x3 box 
with the digits 1 through 9. 
Each 1 through 9 digit must 
appear only once in each 
row across, each column 
down, and each 3x3 box.
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 45 Abhor
 47 Exclamation of disgust
 48 Prong
 49 High degree
 50 Pet
 52 Doleful
 53 Cable channel (Abbr.)
 56 Ohio team
 59 Arena cheer
 61 Period of time
 62 Build
 64 Rot-resistant wood
 68 Scandinavian
 70 Biz colleagues
 72 Toe
 73 Oil source
 74 Month (Abbr.)
 75 Pigswill
 76 Genetic material
 77 Recipe amt.

DOWN
 1 Twofold

2 Division word
3 Field game

 4 Consumed
5 Lady’s man

 6 Change
7 Holiday resort

 8 Defamation
 9 Solitary
 10 Trudges along
 12 At right angles
 13 Harp
 14 Obstruct
 16 Belief
 20 Hype

 23 In concert
 26 Nail
 27 Roof overhang
 28 Gumption
 30 Tobacco measure
 32 Loopy
 34 Promised land
 36 Napkin, of sorts
 38 Pulpit
 39 Bunsen burner
 40 Swamp grass
 43 Rage
 46 Sidewalks divider
 51 Brightness
 53 Doubles over
 54 Grill
 55 Freight
 57 Art ____
 58 Chew out
 60 Deer relative
 63 Duplicate
 65 Fender mishap
 66 God of love
 67 Invitation inits.
 69 Small drink
 71 Eggs

ACROSS
1 Chip additive
4 So. state (Abbr.)

 7 Strike
 11 One (Sp.)
 12 Coral reef
 14 Brim over
 15 Free as a bird

 17 Prohibited
 18 Without restraint
 19 Bowler
 21 Football player
 22 Small rug
 24 Paper quantity
 25 ____ Miserables
 26 Implore

 29 Cut grass
 31 Cover
 33 Scarce
 35 Chitchat
 37 Guide
 41 Eager
 42 Enlighten
 44 Destiny
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Stephanie Rice
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I long, as does every human being, 
to be at home wherever I find myself.

~ Maya Angelou
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“This is something the community can 
help plan and be proud of,” said Richardson 
Bay Audubon Center Director Casey Arndt. 
“It will be this beautiful green space that 
Marin City can go recreate in.”

Southern Marin is one of the bay area’s 
most flood-prone areas, with low-lying areas 
like the Sausalito off-ramps along Highway 
101 and the Manzanita Park and Ride al-
ready experiencing tidal flooding on a regu-
lar basis, according to the Marin Shoreline 
Sea Level Rise Vulnerability Assessment 
published by the Marin County Department 
of Public Works. Predicted sea-level rise will 
exacerbate the problem, the assessment says. 

In Marin City, a holding pond between 
Highway 101 and the Marin Gateway 
Shopping Center collects rainwater runoff 
and returns it to Richardson Bay via a cul-
vert under the highway. If the culvert gets 
clogged or backs up during high tide events, 
the pond overflows, flooding the off-ramp, 
according to a study conducted by Marin 
County flood-control engineers and pub-
lished in 2018. 

Despite those findings, repairs have been 

slow in coming, and environmental-justice 
groups in Marin City have been agitating 
for a solution.

“Flooding is a critical issue to solve 
because when Donohue Street and the 
Highway 101 ramps flood, residents lose 
access to work, school, health services and 
groceries,” wrote director of Shore Up Marin 
Terrie Green, along with environmental ac-
tivists Kristina Hill and Sandy Wallenstein, 
in the online newspaper the Marin Post. 
“There is no ‘back door’ to get in or out.”

Officials from the county Department of 
Public Works have finally secured Federal 
Emergency Management Agency funding 
to design a replacement for the culvert, in-
cluding a flap gate to regulate tidal flow, 
Arndt said.

The Marin County flood-control study 
also proposed dredging the holding pond 
and erecting a wall around it. Arndt said 
Audubon may move forward with the 
dredging but hopes that instead of a wall, 
the pond can be restored as a natural wet-
land that will act as a sink and a buffer 
against sea-level rise.

Once the culvert is repaired, Arndt said, 
the next step would be to remove non-native 
plant species and replace them with native 

wetland species such as salt grass. Pollinator 
and bird-friendly species like sticky monkey 
flower could be planted in the green space 
next to the wetland, she said. 

Ultimately, however, Marin City residents 
themselves will decide what the wetland will 
look like, said Green. 

Shore Up Marin is a multi-racial environ-
mental coalition that advocates for disaster 
preparedness in underserved communities 
like Marin City, where some 21 percent of 
families live below the poverty line, ac-
cording to data from the 2018 American 
Community Survey. According to the sur-
vey, the median household income in Marin 
City is about $42,500, compared to a median 
income of $110,200 in Marin County. 

Shore Up is planning a series of commu-
nity workshops in Marin City to get local 
input, she said. In light of pandemic con-
cerns, the group is hoping to set up a tent in 
the Gateway Shopping Center parking area 
to stage an outdoor community meeting. 

Ideas might include walking paths, bench-
es and perhaps a pier where school children 
can observe wildlife, she said.

“We need to engage the community, find 
out what they would like in terms of ac-

cess,” Green said. “We already have a play-
ground, but we need a park for seniors to 
go, where students could go to do (wildlife) 
observations.” 

Richardson Bay Audubon has se-
cured $500,000 from the National Fish 
and Wildlife Foundation, the California 
State Coastal Commission and the Ocean 
Protection Council, Arndt said. Another 
$250,000 is needed to complete the design 
phase. The total cost of the project has yet 
to be determined.

Arndt said the group has obtained per-
mission from the owner of the wetland, 
Gerrity Group, to survey the site but is still 
trying to track down the owner of the adja-
cent green space. 

The planners will enlist the help of Marin 
City high school students to help catalogue 
plants, birds and wildlife species on site, 
Green said.

“We’re very excited about this,” Green 
said.

Contributing writer Gretchen Lang of Bel-
vedere covers the environment. She spent 
15 years abroad writing for newspapers 
including the Boston Globe and the Inter-
national Herald Tribune.

Wetlands, continued from page 13
———

Find out what is happening in your community.  
Subscribe to The Ark! Call us at 415-435-2652.
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 LANDMARKS SOCIETY
Celebrating over 60 years of protecting, 

preserving, maintaining and sharing our local 
history and community treasures.
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becoming a Landmarks Member. 

www.landmarkssociety.com ~ 415-435-1853

TIBURON FITNESS CLUB 
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Welcome to your professional home gym away from home. 
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When Deven Ramachandran was just 4 years old, his 
grandfather gave him a set of toy golf clubs, the start of 
what would develop into a lasting passion for the game. 

Now 19, Ramachandran — who grew up in Tiburon and 
attended Bel Aire Elementary and Del Mar Middle schools 
— was recently among the 264 invitees to the U.S. Golf 
Association’s 2020 U.S. Amateur Golf Championship, held 
Aug. 10-16 at Bandon Dunes Golf Resort in Bandon, Ore. 

Many prominent golfers have won the amateur champi-
onship, which was created in 1895, including Jack Nicklaus, 
Arnold Palmer and Tiger Woods. Although Ramachandran 
finished in the middle of the pack, shooting a 151 in stroke 
play and missing the cut to advance into the tournament 
playoffs, he says he feels honored to have played in the week-
long event alongside golfing greats. 

Ramachandran, who is a junior at Seton Hall University in 
New Jersey, says he believes he earned a spot in the tournament 
because he came in fifth at last year’s U.S. Junior Amateur 
Championships held at Inverness Club in Toledo, Ohio.

“I’m pretty social on the golf course,” he says. “Playing 
against guys who are going to be successful professionals 
was a huge learning experience and knowing I could com-
pete with any of them was pretty cool.”

Born in Boston, Ramachandran first moved to New York 
City with his family and then to Tiburon, where he started 
as a third-grader at Bel Aire school. He says the local weath-
er promoted his interest in golf. 

“New York weather didn’t arouse much interest in being 
out on the course,” he says.

Ramachandran has logged five holes-in-one throughout 
his career, scoring his first at age 11. The most recent one 
came last year at a different tournament at Bandon Dunes.

Ramachandran’s mother, Lata Setty, used to live in Tiburon 
but now resides in San Rafael. She’s very involved with the 
Rotary Club of Tiburon-Belvedere, and Ramachandran re-

members she took him and a few friends to several Rotary 
Club meetings during school lunch hours growing up. She 
says she wanted him to learn the importance of giving back 
to his community.

He caught on and, at age 9, created and distributed flyers 
for Rotaplast International fundraising events. A few years 
later, he co-hosted a golf tournament fundraiser at Stonetree 
Golf Club in Novato that raised $1,000 for Smoke-Free Marin 
in honor of Jerry Pang, a former general manager of the 
Tiburon Peninsula Club who died in 2018 after a battle with 
lung cancer. Ramachandran has also written many letters 
to U.S. servicemen under “100,000 Thank Yous,” an annual 
campaign that aims to send at least 100,000 thank-you cards 
to deployed members of the U.S. Armed Forces. 

It was while he was a student at Del Mar that 
Ramachandran decided he wanted to focus on golf. 

Setty says he had a knack for the game. 
“Deven has a 3-D brain and a gift for math,” Setty says, 

“so he can visualize angles and use that to his advantage on 

the golf course.” 
After graduating from Del Mar, Ramachandran received 

a scholarship to The Branson School in Ross. He played on 
the school’s golf team all four years and was team captain 
his senior year. While a freshman, and the team’s young-
est golfer, the team won the county championship, and 
Ramachandran came in second place as an individual. 

“I wasn’t very competitive when I was young, but in my 
freshman year at Branson, I started to take golf more seri-
ously,” he says. “I like the idea of being in control of my own 
actions and having the consequences being solely on me.” 

In his sophomore year, he was selected to be a junior mem-
ber at the Meadow Club in Fairfax, which allowed him to 
practice nearly every day. He says that improved his game 
so much that he moved from being ranked 3,000 nationally 
on the Junior Golf Scoreboard to the top 600 junior players 
by the end of his junior year. 

He eventually earned a golf scholarship to attend Seton 
Hall, where he’s majoring in mathematical finance and eco-
nomics and says he’s been able to maintain a 3.8 GPA, de-
spite traveling with the golf team. 

He also serves on the 2020-2022 National Collegiate 
Athletic Association’s Big East Student Athletic Advisory 
Committee, and he was named All-American Scholar last 
month by the Golf Coaches Association of America. 

After graduation, he says, he plans to move to New York 
City, where he hopes to work for a hedge fund. 

Diane Smith has been contributing to The Ark since 1980, 
writing and taking photos on everything from personalities 
to events.
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www.marinvillages.org
415-457-4633

Marin Villages is helping 
our neighbors over 60 during 
the pandemic with volunteer-led 
grocery runs, prescription pickups, 
companionship calls, and rides to 
medical appointments.

Join our network of vibrant 
members and dedicated volunteers 
of all ages, and please donate to 
help keep our most vulnerable 
population connected and safe 
during this time.  

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
SNF# 010000390
RCFE# 210102866

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

SNF# 010000390
RCFE# 210102866

When looking for a quality 
nursing home for your loved 
ones, you need only to look 
in your beautiful community 

of Tiburon/Belvedere... 

Please stop by any 
time and compare 

our ambiance  
and rates.

Located at 30 Hacienda Drive
just off Trestle Glen is your  

neighborhood’s 56 Bed  
Skilled Nursing Facility 

(415) 435-4554
www.marinconvalescent.com

Quality and location do not 
mean you pay more.

Family owned and operated since 1958
Buzz Wollam-Administrator    

Linda Domecus-Director of Nursing

MARIN CONVALESCENT  
& REHABILITATION HOSPITAL

 

 

 

 

 PC HELP! 
• All Software, Hardware & Internet (Mac & Win) 
• Troubleshooting, Advice, Installation & Training 
• Office Productivity & Networking Specialists 
• 24/7 Security for Internet, LAN & Remote Access 
• Wireless & Mobile Technologies 
• On-site or Telephone, Home or Business 
• Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

PCMarin.com 

Win and Mac for Tiburon & Belvedere 

Call the Professionals 24/7: 
415-435-8510 | 415-577-9494 

 

The Largest Marin-Based Alarm Company

Same ownership for 27 years.

Mill Valley   388-5355
San Rafael  459-1122

State Contractor’s License #426887
Alarm Operator’s License #AC0219

All Kids & Teens
Discover more about your connection 

with the God who loves you. 
Sunday Service 
Sunday School 10 am  -11am

www.christiansciencebelvedere.com501 San Rafael Ave, Belvedere

Teen golfer among those to play in amateur championship

LATA SETTY
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SHANA  R O H D E - LY N C H
Experience the Difference

Compass is the brand name used for services provided by one or more of the Compass group of subsidiary companies. Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal 
Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01866771. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes 
in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.

Shana Rohde-Lynch
D: 415.789.9999
C: 415.264.7101
SRL@Compass.com
Go2Marin.com
DRE 01079806

#1 Agent in Tiburon/Belvedere
Celebrating Over $1 BILLION in Career Sales

330 Bella Vista Ave, Belvedere | $4,677,000 | 3 BD, 2.5 BA | Office/Media Room | 330BellaVista.com

• This beautiful 3830 sqft (+/-) renovated residence offers 3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms and great home office, nestled in the heart of Belvedere Island 
offering panoramic views of the Bay, Angel Island, Corinthian Island, Raccoon Strait, San Francisco and Corinthian Yacht Clubs

• The flowing floorplan embodies custom details attracting all lifestyles; the main living areas offer gorgeous oak hardwood flooring, natural sunlight, 
picturesque views, and access to an expansive entertainment deck

• The utmost in quality and design with designer touches throughout
• The renovated chef’s kitchen features an abundance of cabinetry, and high end appliances; a fabulous casual dining area is adjacent to the kitchen 
with glass atrium ceiling and floor to ceiling glass windows and doors opening out to the entertainment deck

• The light filled master suite offers panoramic views of the bay, a separate sitting area, built-in cabinetry, multiple closets, and a spa like master bath featuring
 a dual vanity with custom sinks, and large stall shower
• The lower level of the residence offers a media/family room, two bedrooms, a guest bathroom, and the laundry area
• Attached 2 car garage and off street guest parking
• The perfect location, offering close proximity to the Belvedere walking lanes, yacht clubs, Belvedere Park, downtown Tiburon shops, restaurants, 
waterfront pathways, San Francisco and Angel Island ferries, and the Boardwalk shopping center and home office

NEW LISTING



f a c e b o o k . c o m / t h e a r k n e w s p a p e r  T H E  A R K



Tiburon police log
Phone a friend: 12:20 p.m. Aug. 19, a Tiburon 

Boulevard caller reported a car driving recklessly and 
going the wrong way up Avenida Miraflores. The car 
was unable to maintain its lane and was weaving across 
the yellow line and onto the shoulder. An officer stopped 
the car on Stewart Drive. The driver consented to a 
search of her car. The woman was not intoxicated, but a 
family member was contacted to drive her home safely. 

You gonna pay for that? 3:04 p.m. Aug. 19, a securi-
ty guard at The Cove Shopping Center reported two sus-
picious subjects filling carts at a grocery store. The caller 
said one of the subjects looked familiar, and believed he 
might have previously stolen from the store or used sto-
len credit cards. The caller said the two subjects started 
“acting suspicious” as soon as they walked into the store. 
The caller stayed on the phone with police as the pair got 
into a checkout line. They then paid with cash. An officer 
spoke with the couple outside the store and determined 
no crime was committed. 

Making a splash: 5:18 p.m. Aug. 19, a Main Street 
caller reported two boys were jumping into the water 
from a second-floor balcony of a private building. The 
caller said a group had been caught jumping from the 
same place the day before. The boys left the waterfront, 
and officers spoke with them while they were walking 
down Main Street. They were advised about the problems 
with jumping off of private property and moved along. 

Corner-store confrontation: 1:05 a.m. Aug. 21, an 
officer reported a suspicious circumstance at a clothing 
store on Main Street. The officer walked up to the store 
and spoke with two men and a woman who said they 
were the proprietors. The officer said all three were “con-
frontational” and “refused to identify themselves or pro-
vide proof that the store was theirs.” A report was taken 
for documentation. The incident was recorded by one of 
the men inside the store and on the officer’s body-cam and 
is now under independent investigation. 

Litter bugs: 9:01 a.m. Aug. 21, a caller located seven 
or eight bags of trash dumped at a pump station that ap-
peared to be debris from a party. An officer determined 
the garbage likely originated from a house on Pamela 
Court. The homeowner was contacted and agreed to have 
her son pick up the garbage. Police took no further action. 

Keep it down: 4:09 p.m. Aug. 21, a Claire Way caller 
reported a potential prowler outside a neighbor’s house. 
They said there was a man standing in the neighbor’s 
yard “pulling his shirt up and down” in front of the win-
dows. The caller lost sight of the man and said they were 
concerned he could have gone into the house. Officers 
arrived and checked the property and the surrounding 
area. No one was found. 

Cover up: 8:57 a.m. Aug. 22, an officer admonished a 
group of about 12 adults who were not wearing masks 
while they were standing outside of a coffee shop at The 
Cove Shopping Center. The group agreed to disperse and 
put on masks. 

Cause for concern: 11:18 a.m. Aug. 22, a caller asked 
to speak with an officer in regards to a video she saw on 
Facebook of “police brutality.” The caller was advised. 

Cop complaint: 5:58 p.m. Aug. 22, a caller said she 
was concerned about a video of an incident involving a 
Tiburon police officer. She said she was upset with how 
he handled the incident. She asked to speak with an offi-
cer to make a complaint and find out police protocol. The 
caller was contacted and provided information. 

Party’s over: 9:04 p.m. Aug. 22, a Karen Way caller 
reported a group of approximately 15 kids yelling and 
screaming at Bel Aire Elementary School. The caller said 
she believed a few of them had alcohol. An officer arrived 
and located a group six boys having a party at the school. 
They were identified and released to a parent who was at 
the scene. No alcohol was found. 

Leaps and boundaries: 1:16 a.m. Aug. 23, a 
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The new pastor at St. Hilary 
Catholic Church is no stranger to the 
congregation. 

The Rev. Dr. Roger Gustafson be-
came well known to parishioners when 
he served as the church’s assistant pas-
tor in 2014, during his first assignment 
out of the seminary. 

Gustafson returned to St. Hilary in 
July, fresh off two years as pastor at St. 
Brendan’s in San Francisco, to replace 
the Rev. William Brown. Brown, who 
spent 10 years at the Tiburon church, 
left at the end of May to become pastor 
at St. Anselm Church in Ross. 

Gustafson, 55, will also serve as the 
administrator of St. Mary Star of the 
Sea Church in Sausalito. 

Due to the coronavirus, St. Hilary’s 
Sunday 9 a.m. and noon services are 
currently being held outdoors with 
chairs spaced 6 feet apart, and all 
Masses are available to watch on 
YouTube. At the 9 a.m. service, a five-
piece band, whose members are scat-
tered across the Bay Area, appear via 
a big screen set up outside. 

Gustafson is planning to implement 
some new ideas. Once the pandemic is 
over, he says the St. Hilary choir will 
sing at the noon Mass, and he hopes 
the band will play its upbeat, modern 
songs in person at the 9 a.m. Mass. 

“They offer a different experience 
with a different style of music that I 
think younger people will enjoy,” he 
says. 

He says his sermons are not root-
ed in the “fire and brimstone” style. 

Rather, he is incorporating a “message 
series,” taking a topic and delivering it 
over four to six weeks, which gives pa-
rishioners a better chance of recalling 
the message. 

In July, the homily was on how to 
develop good habits and get rid of bad 
habits —  something Gustafson says 
he’s taking to heart when it comes to 
his exercise routine. Now that he’s in 
Tiburon, he says he plans to work out 
regularly at the Tiburon Peninsula 
Club. He says until just a couple of 
years ago, he was eating nothing but 
junk food. 

“When I finally realized how un-
healthy that was, I decided to start 
taking better care of myself,” he says. 
“Now I eat lots of fresh vegetables and 
fruit, a little fish, sometimes vegetar-
ian, and I feel much better.”

The theme of his August homily is 
“Snakes and Doves,” or trying to be as 
wise as a snake while staying as inno-
cent as a dove, from Matthew 10:16.

“It’s how to be holy and wise in a 
world where it’s complicated to be 
a Christian and a follower of Jesus,” 
Gustafson says. 

Gustafson was born and raised in a 
suburb outside Atlanta as a first-gener-
ation American. He was confirmed at 
age 13 in the Lutheran church, the re-
ligion of his Sweden-born mother, who 
taught Sunday school and sang in the 
choir. 

“As a teen, I stopped going to church, 
and I stayed away for the next 10 
years,” he says. 

He was 24 years old, out of col-
lege and living on his own, when that 
changed.

“I had a spiritual awakening and 
began to seek God on my own,” he 
says. “I started from scratch.” 

He began visiting a variety of church-
es, including Atlanta’s Cathedral of 
Christ the King. 

“I had never stepped foot inside a 
Catholic Church before,” he says. “I 
sat way in back, but it was a transfor-
mative moment. I was drawn to the 
Eucharist, and it just felt like home.” 

He converted to Catholicism. Over 
the next 20 years, he thought about 
going into the priesthood but dis-
missed the call, keeping busy with 
other endeavors. 

Armed with a bachelor’s degree in 
applied biological sciences from the 
Georgia Institute of Technology and 
a master’s in business administra-
tion from Georgia State University, he 
worked as a health-care administrator, 
managing four kidney dialysis centers 
in the Atlanta area. 

In 2000, he earned his doctorate from 
the University of Southern California 
in religion and social ethics and, in 
2002, he received his juris doctor de-
gree from the University of Chicago. 

He spent the next seven years at two 
international law firms, specializing in 
the field of employment discrimination, 
before he again began to feel the pull 
of the diocesan priesthood. In 2009, he 
was accepted to study at St. Patrick’s 
Seminary in Menlo Park and was or-
dained to the priesthood in June 2014.

Diane Smith has been contributing 
to The Ark since 1980, writing and 
taking photos on everything from per-
sonalities to events.

Familiar face returns as new 
pastor at St. Hilary church

The Rev. 
Dr. Roger 

Gustafson 
is the new 

pastor at St. 
Hilary Catho-

lic Church, 
replacing the 
Rev. William 
Brown. Gus-
tafson previ-
ously served 
as associate 

pastor at 
the Tiburon 

church in 
2014. 

DIANE SMITH / 
FOR THE ARK



f a c e b o o k . c o m / t h e a r k n e w s p a p e r  T H E  A R K   |   NEWS

Wøüld lïkë tø thåñk:

før thëïr kïñd døñåtïøñs tø süppørt løçål 
jøürñålïsm øñ thë Tïbürøñ Pëñïñsülå. 

In these historically challenging times, The Ark staff is dedicated 
to continuing to provide in-depth, comprehensive community 
news and deeply appreciates the extra financial support from 

members of our community. 

If you are interested in supporting The Ark, 
you may donate online at:

thearknewspaper.com/adpay
 Or send a check to:

 1550 Tiburon Blvd. Suite D, Tiburon, CA 94920
 Or call 415.435.2652
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Marinero Circle caller reported a man was 
at their door stating he lived next door and 
was locked out. He asked to go through their 
apartment to the balcony so he could jump 
over onto his balcony. The caller said they 
were new to the complex and had never seen 
the man before. An officer arrived, spoke 
with the man and determined he was a 
resident of the complex. He was able to gain 
access to his apartment, and the scene was 
cleared. 

Unhinged: 2 a.m. Aug. 23, a door alarm 
was activated on Main Street. An officer ar-
rived and found the kitchen door open. The 
interior was searched, but nothing suspi-
cious was found. A message was left for the 
business, and the scene was cleared. 

Long distance: 1:32 p.m. Aug. 23, a 
man called police about a video involving a 
Tiburon officer and local Black shop owners. 
He wanted to know if there would be an in-
vestigation, and requested an officer to call 
him. Police returned the call, and the caller 
requested a complaint form to be sent to him 
in New Braunfels, Texas. 

You’re fired: 5:51 p.m. Aug. 24, an em-
ployee of a Tiburon Boulevard store report-
ed one of the store’s vendors was sending 
threatening text messages that said, “I’m 
watching you,” as well as other derogatory 
comments about sexual orientation. A re-
port was taken. 

Back for more: 2:13 p.m. Aug. 25, a 
Hilary Drive caller requested extra patrols 
in her neighborhood because her purse, 
which contained personal information and 
her address, had been stolen earlier in the 
day. The caller said she was concerned 
the thief would try to burglarize her home. 
Extra patrols were scheduled in the area. 

Belvedere police log
Closed for the year: 1:30 p.m. Aug. 

19, a San Rafael Avenue caller reported 
two boys were using a swing set in a closed 
park. The caller said the boys had to climb 
a fence to get to the swings and was upset 
about it. An officer arrived and spoke with 
three kids about COVID-19 guidelines. The 
caller was advised. 

Fire on high: 7 p.m. Aug. 20, a Leeward 
Road caller reported seeing an open flame 
in someone’s backyard. They said it looked 
“much bigger” than a fire pit. The fire ap-
peared to be right up against the house and 
looked like it had spread to some bushes on 
the property. An officer arrived and couldn’t 
find any signs of smoke or fire in the area. 
The officer checked all the backyards on 
Leeward Road but found nothing. It was 
determined the caller likely saw a reflection 
of the sun and smoke from wildfires farther 
north. 

On the move: 10:54 a.m. Aug. 25, a 
Madrona Avenue caller reported a moving 
truck hit a tree on their property and drove 
away. The caller said they could see pieces 
of the truck littering their yard. Officers 
searched for the truck, but it had already left 
the area. 

New neighbor: 12:11 p.m. Aug. 20, a 
North Knoll Road caller reported a woman 
was living in her car and had been parked 
on their street for two days. The caller said 
the woman had thrown trash from her ve-
hicle onto the hillside. A deputy arrived and 
advised the woman of the complaint. The 

caller was notified. 
Biting remarks: 3:21 p.m. Aug. 20, a 

South Knoll Road caller reported he was 
receiving harassing emails. He told depu-
ties his dog had bit another dog earlier in 
the week and he had paid for all the dam-
ages, but he had started receiving threaten-
ing emails, including one that said, “Are you 
home? We know where you live.” He was 
afraid someone might come to his house. 
Advice was given. 

Trashed bags: 9:04 a.m. Aug. 21, a 
Belvedere Drive caller reported finding 
abandoned luggage near the street. The 
caller said the bags looked like they had 
been rifled through and was concerned 
they could have been stolen because there 
was “nice stuff” inside. A deputy collected 
the bags and determined the contents were 
“junk.” The bags were thrown away. 

Out cold: 10:27 p.m. Aug. 21, a Redwood 
Highway frontage road caller reported a 
woman was found unconscious in the driv-
er’s seat of a car. The caller said the wom-
an’s car was running, and her foot was on 
the brake. Deputies and paramedics arrived 
and transported the woman to a hospital. 
A dog found in her car was taken to Marin 
Humane, and the vehicle was towed. A re-
port was taken. 

Food coma: 9:19 p.m. Aug. 22, a Redwood 
Highway frontage road caller reported a 
man and woman were slumped over in a car 
in a fast-food restaurant drive-thru. The call-
er said the couple woke up when he knocked 
on their window and noted no drugs or alco-
hol were visible inside the car. Deputies ar-
rived and determined the woman was sober 
and driving back to Sonoma, but they had 
fallen asleep. No medical assistance was re-
quested, and deputies cleared the scene. 

Tiburon fire district log
Make it quick: 7:17 p.m. Aug. 23, per-

sonnel responded to Trinidad Drive for a 
report of smoke in the area. A crew arrived 
and found a barbeque grill in use. Personnel 
spoke with the grillers and advised them 
about the dangerous weather and fire con-
ditions. They were asked to finish up their 
grilling as soon as possible.

Southern Marin fire district log
Destination grilling: 2:20 p.m. Aug. 

19, personnel responded to Seminary Cove 
Drive for a report of illegal grilling. Upon 
arrival, the crew found two people barbequ-
ing food on the side of the road. They were 
informed it was not a designated grilling 
area and asked to extinguish the coals. They 
were further advised they would have to uti-
lize a local park if they wanted to grill out. 
The crew cleared the scene.

Compiled by Hannah Weikel. Police & Fire 
Reports includes items of note from public 
records and does not reflect all activity. 
Nothing in these reports should be con-
strued as a finding of guilt.

disaster preparedness tip 
Have a backup copy of all vital documents and 

store them outside of your house in a safe loca-
tion such as a safety-deposit box or your work-
place. Items to have back-up copies of include: 
insurance information, a household inventory, 
deeds to houses, titles to cars and birth and 
death certificates.

— Laurie Nilsen, Tiburon-Belvedere emergency 
services coordinator. Get more tips and training at 

getready94920.org.

Reports, from previous page
———
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they go to the grocery store. 
Lynch also said she received no 

direct complaints from parents 
about the curriculum, though one 
parent did express concerns about 
Acellus on online neighborhood 
forum Nextdoor.com last week 
after seeing news reports from 
other states. 

The majority of the district’s 
students started the school year 
under a district-designed distance 
program that will be used to even-
tually transition kids back to in-
person lessons and did not have 
access to Acellus.

In an Aug. 31 interview, Lynch 
said the district decided to im-
mediately terminate access to the 
program after viewing some of 
the content in question; parents 
were informed in an email over the 
weekend. 

“The things that were shared in 
the media aren’t consistent with 
the goals and priorities of our dis-
trict,” where “equity and inclusion 
are paramount,” Lynch said.

Schools in Hawaii, Chico and 
San Diego were among those to 
drop the program over the last 
week amid parent complaints after 
posts about the curriculum began 
circulating on social media. 

In one animated lesson posted 
to Facebook, a bear and a duck 
dressed as school kids are seeking 
help from their teacher, a blonde 
pig named “Sweetie Lips” who is 
wearing makeup and sitting be-
hind a desk adorned with an apple. 

“Hi Sweetie Lips … Where did 
you get that name?” the bear and 
duck ask.

“Don’t ask, we’re not even going 
there,” the pig replies, blushing.

Another question posted to 
Facebook asks third-grade stu-
dents, “Which image in your opin-
ion best depicts Harriet Tubman’s 
escape from slavery to freedom 
in Philadelphia?” and gives stu-
dents two choices: A picture of a 
white man, clad in a beanie and 
eye mask and carrying a bulging 
brown sack over his shoulder, and 
a picture of a Black woman, clad 
in a green dress and head-wrap 
carrying a small sack attached to 
a stick. 

A subsequent screenshot appears 
to show the program accepting the 
first picture as the correct answer.

A video posted to YouTube by 
a user who said her son is in first 
grade showed the same bear from 
the “Sweetie Lips” video asking the 
duck, “Why do you run so much?”

The duck replies, “The reasons 
I run so much are highly confi-
dential.” Police sirens then begin 
blaring in the background, and the 
duck says, “Oops, gotta run” and 
takes off. 

When the bear calls after the 
duck, pointing out the duck was 
supposed to teach him how to read 
his book, the bird calls back, “Run 
with me, and I’ll teach you when 
it’s safe.”

In addition, a multiple choice 
question for students asking 
which terrorist group was led by 
Osama Bin Laden included the 
answer choice “Towelban,” while 
another video posted by a parent 
to Facebook shows Walt Disney 
naming off the seven dwarves 
from “Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs,” referring to Grumpy as 
“the woman-hater.” The parent 
who posted the video said it was 
part of a social-studies lesson for 
her 5 year old. 

The posts and news articles 
caught the attention of Tiburon 
resident Michelle Guchereau, who 
posted a screenshot of the Tubman 
question to Nextdoor.com on Aug. 
24, along with news articles about 
schools dropping the program, and 
asked if anyone else had concerns. 

In an Aug. 21 post on its Facebook 
page, Acellus said about a dozen of 
the 985,000 lessons it offers were 
tagged as having racist and sex-
ist content, and those tagged les-
sons “have been reviewed and 
revised to reflect current attitudes 
and usage.” The post listed five 
examples of lessons that had been 
revised, including the Walt Disney 
video, with Acellus saying the ref-
erence to hating women had been 
edited out of the clip. None of the 
other examples posted on social 
media were listed, and it’s unclear 
if those were among the lessons 
tagged and revised. The program 
did note that any other lesson 
tagged as racist or sexist would 
be “reviewed and revised, usually 
within one business day.”

Lynch said she did not reach out 
to Acellus before dropping the pro-
gram, saying that after viewing the 
content examples, “it didn’t matter 
to me what their response would 
be.” She said she’s currently in 
conversations with an Acellus rep-
resentative about getting a refund, 
minus the five days the program 
was used and the teacher train-
ing time. The district paid about 
$11,000, for the minimum of 100 
licenses and 10 teacher trainings. 

Though all students in the Reed 
district started the school year 
with distance learning, the vast 
majority are using a district-creat-
ed program that combines teach-
er-led lessons and asynchronous 
learning in an effort to mimic a 
typical class day. When it receives 
the go-ahead from state and local 
public-health officials, the district 
plans to transition to a hybrid 
model in which all students would 
spend two days on campus and 
three days distance learning. The 
district would gradually ramp up 
the number of students on campus 
and the length of the school day 
until a full return to pre-pandemic 
school is possible. 

However, in crafting that plan, 
the district also decided it wanted 
to offer a long-term distance-learn-
ing option to families who didn’t 
feel safe sending their students 
back to campus before therapeu-

Lessons, from page 1
———

———
See 

Ratification of Woman Suffrage
Washington, D.C. — The crowning glory for 

the women of America who led the bitter struggle 
for suffrage came at 8 o’clock Thursday morning, 
August 26, when Secretary of State Colby signed 
the proclamation officially announcing ratification 
of the nineteenth amendment to the Constitution.

The Secretary performed this official act at his 
home without ceremony and thus brought disap-
pointment to members of the National Woman’s 
party, who had planned to be present at the impor-
tant function and to have the scene preserved for all 
time in camera and moving picture film.

While the Secretary of State was moved to act so 
early in the morning chiefly by a desire to proclaim 
the amendment before threatened court proceedings 
to restrain him could ensue, he was influenced to ex-
clude representatives of the suffrage organizations 
from the actual scene of action by a recurrence of 
the old fight between the National Woman’s party, 
the militants of America, headed by Alice Paul, and 
the National Woman Suffrage Association, of which 
Mrs. Carrie Chapman Catt is president. The former 
thought that they had it all fixed for the proclama-
tion to be signed in the presence of their represen-
tatives, when women of the national association 
induced Secretary Colby to change his plans.

It took 70 years to ratify the right for women 
to vote. It required three quarters of the existing 
36 states to support it before it could be added to 
the Constitution. Many states quickly approved 
the amendment, and by the end of March 1920 
only one additional vote was needed. On Aug. 18, 
1920, after calling a special session of the legisla-
ture, Tennessee became the 36th state to ratify the 
amendment. The certificate of Tennessee’s action 
arrived in Washington by train in the early morning 
on Aug. 26 and was delivered to Colby. Conscious 
of the possibility that opponents may affect some 
sort of court injunction to prevent completing the 
act of ratification, Colby acted promptly, and the 
19th Amendment became part of the Constitution.

Airplanes of the future, required to make long 
journeys, will be specially built for this purpose, 
probably multiple engined, with fuel capable of 24 
hours or more. Indeed it is possible to build such a 
type of craft at the present time, flying hundreds of 
miles with unfailing regularity over deserts, moun-
tains, cities and villages in all kinds of weather with 
an absolute freedom from danger, which is more or 
less prevalent in war type airplanes in use at the 
present time. The cost of the upkeep of an airplane 
and the salaries of the pilots and mechanics to keep 
the machine in order would soon be paid for out of 
the sums now given for slower rail and boat trans-
portation. For horses, carts, pack trains, etc., neces-
sary for desert transportation.

Ann Douglass, formerly Mrs. Anna Feutram of 

Sausalito, was hailed before Judge Edward Butler 
last Saturday morning by members of her family, 
charging her incompetent. Mrs. Douglass is 60 years 
of age and recently married a soldier aged 27 years. 
The sons and daughters of Mrs. Douglass testified 
that their mother must be incompetent, otherwise 
she would not have married a soldier of 27 years 
of age, while she was 60 years. The judge thought 
different and dismissed the case. Mrs. Douglass 
left the court room with a faced wreathed in smiles. 
The darling of her heart walked along gallantly be-
side her as proud as ever. It appears that Madame 
Douglass has about $6000 worth of property.

Sacramento is gaily decorated and ablaze with 
purple and gold lights of the sixty-sixth State Fair. 
Her citizens stand ready to extend a brand of hos-
pitality to her guests that approximated the famous 
Southern courtesy of the home. All will be made to 
feel at home and enjoy the holiday and festival spirit 
that dominates the big annual event in the State’s 
capitol. 

 
Tersely Told

There are claimed to be 4,000,000 citizens of 
Polish descent in the United States.

Today there are about 9 million Americans who 
claim Polish ancestry, or about 3 percent of the pop-
ulation. Illinois is the only state with a holiday cel-
ebrating Polish-Americans: Casimir Pulaski Day, 
named in honor of the Polish-born cavalry officer 
in the Revolutionary War. 

● ● ●

Italy has an oversupply of men and wants to send 
800,000 immigrants to the United States.

● ● ●

According to the United States housing corpora-
tion the nation is now short 5,000,000 dwellings and 
apartments. This means that over 15,000,000 per-
sons are now living in make shift quarters. Building 
operation on a large scale stopped three years ago 
and for many reasons is still checked in returning 
to normal.

Walking along the sands of Weymouth this au-
tumn (writes a correspondent), I saw a corked bottle 
which had been washed up by the tide. There was a 
piece of paper inside, so I drew the cork and tried to 
extract it; but at last, getting impatient at the way it 
eluded me, I broke the bottle and the message was 
revealed: “Whoever finds this bottle will find the 
beer gone.” — London Post.

Contributor Hillary Don, a Tiburon-Belvedere 
historian, began writing this column May 7, 1992 
— and he hopes to one day include history from 
his birth year, 1932. Contact him at hdon@thear-
knewspaper.com.

100 YEARS AGO … Sausalito News, Sept. 4, 1920
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tics or a vaccine are available. Families who 
chose the long-term program were asked 
to commit to the entire year so the district 
could plan appropriate staffing, but Lynch 
previously said there would be flexibility 
for those students to return to the classroom 
later in the year if comfort levels change. 

The long-term program groups students 
into multi-grade cohorts based on their 
school, with one district teacher assigned 
to each of the three cohorts. The district 
selected the Acellus Learning Accelerator 
as the foundation of the long-term distance 
program, with teachers offering live instruc-
tion 2-3 hours per day and supplementing 
the Acellus curriculum with district content. 

The Acellus program was created in 2013 
by Roger Billings, the CEO and chairman of 
Billings Energy Co., which says it focuses 
on development of hydrogen energy technol-
ogy. The learning program is a project of the 
International Academy of Science, a nonprof-
it created by Billings that is based in Kansas 
City, Mo. The International Academy of 
Science also operates the Acellus Academy, 
an online K-12 school that uses the learning 
accelerator and is accredited by the Western 
Association of Schools and Colleges. 

Lynch previously said the district looked 
at several long-term online programs, and 
Acellus had several advantages. Among 
them, she noted, was that Acellus was one of 
the few that provided content for elementa-
ry-school students; the program also allows 
students to stay enrolled in the Reed district 
while participating, something Lynch said 
the district wanted to offer to families. 

Lynch noted the Acellus content aligns 
with Common Core standards and would 
save teachers from having to create lessons 
across three different grade levels each day 
in all content areas.

When Lynch presented the Acellus pro-
gram to the district’s board of directors at its 
Aug. 6 meeting, board members did express 
some reservations about the program’s aca-
demic rigor and whether it measured up to 
the district’s standards. The board approved 
using the program but recommended the 
long-term distance learners start the year 
under the district-created program to give 
teachers extra time to dig into and supple-
ment the Acellus curriculum. 

However, at a subsequent meeting later 
that month, Lynch noted the teachers as-
signed to the program had been proactive 
about completing their trainings and all 
agreed it would be better for the long-term 
distance learners to start the year under the 
Acellus program, in part to help establish 
camaraderie with their cohort and teacher. 
Board members at that meeting raised no 
objections to that plan. 

Lynch said she first learned about the 
Acellus Learning Accelerator at a national 
conference for school superintendents she 
attended just before the coronavirus shut-
downs were imposed in California and 
across the country. 

She said at the Aug. 6 board meeting she 
was intrigued by a presentation on Acellus 
that showed “tremendous gains” among 
students in schools who used the program 
compared to those, sometimes in the same 
district, that did not. According to Acellus, 
some 6,000 schools nationwide use its 
lessons. 

Lynch said the district’s principals and 
teachers spent time vetting the program 
over the summer, and “none of this came to 

light,” referring to the offensive content. 
That vetting also did not reveal any con-

cerns among other educators or users of the 
program about Billings, whose credentials 
are not without controversy. Billings has 
touted his own accomplishments in hydro-
gen energy technology; as a high school 
student, he reportedly converted his father’s 
Model A Ford to run on hydrogen, winning 
him first-place in an international science 
fair. The prize was a scholarship to Brigham 
Young University.

In the mid-1980s, Billings established the 
International Academy of Science, an unac-
credited organization “for the advancement 
of applied science and scientific educa-
tion.” In addition to developing the Acellus 
Learning Accelerator and the Acellus 
Academy, the nonprofit offers undergradu-
ate and graduate applied science degree 
programs, according to its website. The 
academy granted Billings his only advanced 
degrees.

In 1991, Billings made news for filing 

patent-infringement charges against now-
defunct software company Novell. Billings 
claimed the company had stolen his idea for 
connecting computers to a single-file server 
so they could communicate and share files; 
he sought $220 million in damages. 

According to a 1994 article in the Los 
Angeles Times, Novell during the trial 
brought up a 1985 pamphlet Billings wrote, 
titled “The True Dream of Zion,” to explain 
to friends his break from the Church of Jesus 
Christ of Latter-day Saints. In the pamphlet, 
the article notes, Billings endorses polyga-
my and criticizes the Mormon Church for 
abandoning the practice.

Novell would eventually win the protract-
ed legal battle. 

Lynch said she felt the district had done 
its due diligence in vetting the program 
given the limitations it was up against. She 
noted many online learning programs cite 
proprietary content to only allow a certain 
level of access before purchase.

“That’s the catch-22 with these,” Lynch 

said, noting she didn’t think the district 
could have done anything differently to find 
the controversial content on its own and 
pointing to the fact that school districts in 
Hawaii were only just now receiving com-
plaints despite the Hawaii Department of 
Education reporting schools there have used 
Acellus for about a decade. 

Now that it’s dropped the Acellus pro-
gram, the district will need to choose a 
new platform to serve as the foundation of 
its long-term distance learning. Lynch said 
district staff this week are revisiting some of 
the other programs they previously looked 
into over the summer. Lynch said the dis-
trict is requesting increased access to any 
program staff examines in an effort to better 
spot any curriculum issues in advance. 

“We won’t choose them if we don’t get 
that,” she said. 

In the meantime, she said, the teachers in 
charge of the long-term program will be sup-
plementing live teaching with learning apps 
and other district resources while a new pro-
gram is selected. Lynch said she wasn’t sure 
how quickly the program would be chosen 
but added the district has four to five staff 
members working on the issue full-time. 

“It’s frustrating, but we need to move for-
ward, and we are,” she said. 

Emily Lavin is The Ark’s assistant editor 
and Strawberry reporter. Reach her at 415-
944-3841.

Parents across the country have been posting 
screengrabs and videos from online lesson plans 
by Acellus Learning Accelerator that depict rac-
ist and sexist content. The Reed Union School 
District started the year using the lesson plan 
for some of its students but has dropped it as 
the controversy surfaced. Clockwise from top, 
kids are shown a picture of a single-parent 
Black family and a what appears to be a two-
parent white family and asked to choose which 
one is a family; one of the options for which 
terror group was led by Osama Bin Laden is 
‘Towelban’; a teacher named ‘Sweetie Lips’ 
blushes and says ‘We’re not even going there’ 
when two cartoon-animal students ask her how 
she got her nickname; and the apparent correct 
answer depicting Underground Railroad leader 
Harriet Tubman’s escape from slavery is not the 
image of the Black woman but a man dressed as 
a criminal with a bag of stolen goods.

Lessons, from previous page
———
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How could the police in such a small town 
not know that there is a Black owner at the 
corner of the only street with retail stores 
if they patrol this town for the past several 
months?

Why would the supervising officer accept 
and leave when a white neighbor yells “he is 
the owner”? What if the person that yelled 
was Black also?

I agree that the police have to keep an eye 
on the stores and the fact that it was late at 
night and people were in the store would raise 
a red flag, but the way they conducted them-
selves and the interrogation was totally racist 
and not courteous, which we all know would 
have been very different if they were white 
people inside.

The police were present a month ago when 
we had a peaceful walk for Black Lives 
Matter, and we all stopped by this store. The 
police still did not realize there are Black 
owners in town? What about when they had 
the grand opening?

Are they asleep?
— Goli Majlessi

● ● ●

I realize our town officials are trying to be 
“delicate” about any issue involving a Black 
American, but I did not see any bad behav-
ior from the police in the video. This was just 
a small incident where a resident chooses to 
antagonize a police officer on duty, instead of 
welcoming his good services. 

A few years ago, I also used to work late 
in my office on Mar West. On two occasions 
a police officer knocked on my door. He was 
just doing his job, making sure my presence 
was legitimate and that I was not an intrud-
er. I was also asked to identify myself and 
explain my presence at that time of night. 
I never felt threatened or confronted by the 
police officers who came. On the contrary. I 
answered their questions, they thanked me, 
and they made me feel safe.

— Maria Lambert
● ● ●

I’ve seen the first officer’s body-cam foot-
age and thought that he approached Yema 
in a generally agreeable way, however this is 
predicated on the idea that he had reasonable 
suspicion to investigate in the first place.

Do we document how often other places 
of business have had officers first call for 
backup and then ask for ID when people are 
working late at night? If this is business-as 
usual, transparency showing this would pro-
vide the community visibility that this was 
not a case of profiling and is, in fact, how we 
patrol Main Street.

If, however, we don’t usually call for back-
up or ask for ID when people are in a closed 
business late at night, there doesn’t seem to 
be any reason to go into Yema. Then the el-
ephant in the room becomes race.

I don’t believe the first officer is “racist” but 
if we don’t look at the part implicit bias may 
have played in his decision to check on the 
store, we’re missing the mark entirely. …

I thought Yema sounded defensive but at 
the same time find that to be an understand-
able reaction given the many encounters 

where he and his partner have been stopped 
by the police in their hometown without rea-
son and asked to prove who they are and that 
they belong here. Our white citizens do not 
seem to have that same experience with the 
police in their own neighborhood or place of 
work.

The supervisor who arrived did nothing 
but escalate the situation, the exact opposite 
of what I’d expect from a leader in that situa-
tion. His tone right off the bat was a stark con-
trast to the calm demeanor of the first officer. 
Upon also learning that he was involved in a 
wrongful death suit that cost Marin County 
$1 million to settle, I have to question why he 
was hired in the first place and why we think 
that bias training will help someone clearly 
willing to escalate an already tense situation 
even after escalating a previous situation to 
the point of killing someone. Training won’t 
help if you don’t think you’ve done anything 
wrong. …

— Nate Lee
● ● ●

Why were the owners demanded to put 
their key in the door to prove ownership when 
both their photos are prolifically all over the 
walls modeling their own designs, which are 
on the racks currently in their own athletic 
clothing store?

— Sharon Valentino
● ● ●

I want to share my gratitude for the vigi-
lance I experienced when a very similar inter-
action occurred when I stayed late years ago 
at our family’s office — which I don’t often 
visit — on Main Street. At first I was startled 
by the officer’s intrusion, but when he shared 
that every night he checked to make sure the 
office door was locked, I realized I was being 
cared for. And ever since, every time when 
I’m at the office at night, I recall that care — 
which, still unfortunately, can feel quite small 
in contrast to how vulnerable I can feel on 
Ark Row in the dead of night.

Let me add a likely salient difference be-
tween that event and the one at Yema. The of-
ficer, though he likely didn’t know my name, 
recognized me as a community member.

Obviously, such was not the case this past 
weekend. And therein lies the shame. And 
the opportunity.

Admittedly, we do not ask all residents or 
business owners to ID themselves to the po-
lice when they move to town. Yet, given we 
all, I believe, want to be welcoming and learn 
to let go of our biases, even those we don’t yet 
own, I suggest, rather than putting the onus 
on the newcomer, that our police reach out 
and welcome each new resident and business.

— Connie Peirce
● ● ●

The officers had no legal grounds to harass 
the store owner. There is no law that says you 
have to show ID. Police are not allowed to 
detain a person and compel them to identify 
themselves.

Sgt. Michael Blasi is not the kind of person 
who belongs on a police force. He is respon-
sible for the death of a suspect from asphyxia 
after beating and physically abusing him, 

for which Marin County had to pay $1 mil-
lion to the victim’s family. On Instagram, 
Blasi is a follower and retweeter of right-wing 
conspiracy theorists. This is definitely a red 
flag for anybody in a position of public trust. 
As seen in the video, his interaction with the 
Yema store owners was aggressive and con-
descending. He demanded they be grateful 
and threatened not to protect their store. …

— Mark E Shepherd
● ● ●

The police were just trying to do their 
damn jobs. I am so sick and tired of you 
brow-bitten, stupid town leaders who just like 
your fellow idiot city leaders in Seattle and 
Portland pave the way for your cities to go to 
bloody hell. None of you are fit to occupy your 
offices. Just resign and let real leaders run our 
beautiful city in which I have lived and paid 
taxes in it with my two large houses I have 
owned over the past 23 years.

You guys nauseate me! That race-baiting 
owner was looking for a reason to create 
problems. I hope his damn business fails 
ever sooner so he can go and live in Seattle 
or Portland.

I will never vote for you sheeple idiots. You 
nauseate me!

— Behrooz Sarafraz
● ● ●

I have lived in Tiburon for over 40 years, 
and this community has never been friend-
ly to people of color. Everyone from outside 
Tiburon knows that when your car comes 
down Tiburon Boulevard, we are going 
to take a picture and know where you are 
from. …

The police force doesn’t have any contact 
with the citizens. They don’t believe in com-
munity policing, they believe in sitting in cars 
and nabbing lawbreakers.

The first and most important thing is to re-
move Police Chief Mike Cronin. He is in way 
over his head. His June message to all of us 
to stay off Highway 101 because Marin City 
was going to have a demonstration was out-
rageous. He relied on “social-media postings.” 
I thought a professional law-enforcement of-
ficer would rely on real intelligence. Hasn’t he 
heard that the Russian government and right-
wing groups like Boogaloo are the perpetra-
tors of these fake postings?

And why would he hire Sgt. Michael Blasi? 
He was a supervisor of a SWAT team and 
worked on gang task forces. We don’t need 
military-type police here but community sup-
porters. And how incompetent for him saying 
when Blasi was hired he didn’t know that his 
former employer had to pay $1 million dollars 
in a wrongful-death suit. He can read social 
media and tweets but can’t even Google a per-
son’s name? …

Racial-bias training next month isn’t going 
to do anything. We need to change our Police 
Department. We need officers who care about 
our town, not officers who think their only 
job is to put bad guys away. …

— Robert Wilson
● ● ●

I would like to see a plan for training po-
lice officers on racial bias and also in de-es-
calation techniques. And they also may need 
some diversity training on different cultures. 
It seems like this could have been avoided if 
the police had approached the store owner 
differently. I think they were making assump-
tions because it was late at night and they did 
not know the store owner. I also think it could 
be helpful for the police to have coffees to 
meet the various store owners so they know 

who they are. They need to do some outreach.
— Linda Warren

● ● ●

Personally, I am most grateful to our 
Tiburon EMS, police and firefighters for all 
they do for us.

In watching the video, I was appalled at the 
hostile, provocative, demeaning and sincerely 
unappreciative attitude of the Yema store 
owner. The Tiburon police were doing their 
job in a professional and kind manner, as 
they always do. He should have been grate-
ful they were looking out for his benefit and 
safety. Instead he purposely harassed and 
provoked them, claiming they were picking 
on him, and is now trying to make the people 
who put their lives on the line look as though 
they did something racially motivated.

We live in charged times where coop-
eration and respect go much further than 
provocation.

The store owner should apologize to the 
officers and the community. We do not need 
more hostility, we need to work together.

If one day, there are unwanted people at the 
Yema shop at any hour, the owner will look 
for protection and respect. If he can’t see that 
his attitude of that evening will backfire and 
might even lead to people avoiding his shop 
for fear of his hostility, then perhaps it is he 
who needs an honest perspective.

Our town is not racist. Let’s not start man-
ufacturing issues we do not need in these 
troubled times.

— Riva Berelson
● ● ●

It is unfortunate that this incident oc-
curred, yet it may be positive in that it can 
highlight an unacknowledged bias that the 
Police Department can work on. Sociologists 
have studied and documented how we all 
have biases, whether we acknowledge them 
or not. The task, as in any problem one is 
dealing with, is to first admit the problem and 
then work on the solution.

I support and appreciate the Police 
Department. This doesn’t mean they were 
not out of line in this instance, and that they 
don’t have a bias against people of color. Or 
that they could use some real sensitivity 
training. It makes one cringe when listening 
to the officer’s comments. Blindly supporting 
when errors are made is only going to lead 
to more errors. One learns from one’s errors 
only when one first admits the error, and then 
makes a conscious effort to change. …

— Carolyn Shadan
● ● ●

Why was so difficult for the owner just to 
say “I’m the owner”? That would have avoid-
ed the escalation. 

Doesn’t the owner realize that Tiburon po-
lice protects all of us — and they are the best 
in the country?

— Heydar Pourian
● ● ●

In our view this incident underscores once 
again the need for a shift of town resources to 
true community policing and meeting other 
pressing needs. With a combined population 
of only 11,000, is there any genuine benefit 
to local residents for Tiburon and Belvedere 
to continue maintaining separate police de-
partments located less than 5 minutes from 
each other in a very low-crime area, duplicat-
ing expensive staff, administrative costs and 
building maintenance? …

At a minimum, how can you justify hav-

Residents sound off on police encounter at Yema

———
See 

The Tiburon Town and Belvedere City councils’ special Town Hall-
Community Forum on Aug. 27 included 52 speakers, all but two of whom 
were critical of the police response in their 1 a.m. Aug. 21 encounter with the 
owners of Yema on Main Street. Officials further received 87 written public 
comments ahead of and during the meeting, in which a slight majority fa-
vored the police response. Here’s a selection of comments from those written 
submissions:
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ing two police chiefs — at high salary and 
benefits levels — when there are so many 
other urgent unmet needs on the peninsula 
with business closings, looming residential 
evictions, lack of affordable housing, lack of 
progress on helping homeowners create more 
defensible space against wildfire and lack of 
adequate preparation and infrastructure for 
combating other long-term effects of climate 
change on the peninsula.

We call on Chief Mike Cronin to suspend 
Sgt. Blasi and the other Tiburon officer 
involved without pay pending the investi-
gation. In any event, Chief Cronin should re-
sign in light of this incident, his handling of 
communications about the Marin City Black 
Lives Matter protest and his lack of diligence 
in hiring Sgt. Blasi.

— Lynn West, Jim Snipes  
and Parker Snipes

● ● ●

I was hesitant to comment on Nextdoor, 
thinking I should see the officers’ side of 
story. After watching the body-cam footage 
released, it is clear (to me at least and my 
friends) that the first officer on scene acted 
very professionally and his tone of voice was 
not rude, in fact, polite. I do not think this has 
anything to do with racial profiling. Although 
the exchange became heated later on, clearly 
the owner of Yema acted confrontational first 
and brought in the race card.

However, I am baffled why the officers 
did not recognize the owners, because like 
the owner mentioned in his post, he is the 
only Black shop owner in town. This entire 
exchange would have been over within 90 
seconds if the owner of Yema had said, “Yes, 
we are restocking and I am the owner, thank 
you for checking in officer” — or if the officer 
knew who Yema is. …

As a person of color (Chinese) growing up 
in Tiburon, I have encountered Tiburon po-
lice a handful of times throughout the past 
26 years and I never felt they pulled me over 
because of race; I would say 99 percent of the 
time, the officers were polite and professional. 
Thanks to all the officers who work day in 
and out to keep the town safe.

— William Chow
● ● ●

After reading the mayor’s letter, I went to 
watch the body-cam video with great trepida-
tion, and through the entire video, I kept wait-
ing for the point to come when the officers 
behaved inappropriately. I’m still waiting.

In these times, I can understand why the 
owner of the store would think that race was 
what motivated the officers. I also under-
stand why he could reasonably have expect-
ed the officers to have done their homework 
and known that he was the new owner of the 
store.

All that being said, I thought the officers 
were polite and restrained. It’s their job to 
protect the businesses and homes in our com-
munity, and that’s what it seemed like they 
were dozing. It’s too bad the owner felt under 
attack and wouldn’t answer any of the offi-
cers’ questions. The entire exchange could 
have been started and finished in 2 minutes.

Black lives matter. Police are valued and 
have important jobs. Every police officer 
isn’t racist. These concepts should be able to 
coexist.

Let’s try to do better. 
— Ben Argov

● ● ●

The interaction between the Tiburon Police 
Department and the owners of Yema demon-

strated a lack of training and experience on 
how to approach and interact with an individ-
ual where there was no probable cause that 
a crime is being committed or one reported.

The insistence on proving business owner-
ship was unnecessary in the circumstances. 
The situation was complicated by the fact 
that the owners were Black and appar-
ently have been subject to interactions with 
Tiburon police in the past.

From viewing the videos, I don’t consider 
the action by the police to be overtly racist, 
but I do consider it to be insensitive and in-
appropriate. The frustration of the owner 
becomes palpable and put in the context of 
the recent tensions around the issues of Black 
Lives Matter and his previous interactions 
with the police, it is understandable, if un-
helpful in defusing the situation.

I hope this proves to be a “teaching mo-
ment” and that the Police Department insti-
gates officer training and programs to ensure 
all the officers know how to interact appro-
priately with the relatively small number of 
business owners in Tiburon, while protecting 
the businesses from crime. …

While the chief of police has provided solid 
service to Tiburon over the years, now could 
be an appropriate time to accept his retirement 
and look to see if there are cost efficient ways 
to share policing with the city of Belvedere. 
I believe it is time for new leadership in the 
Police Department and an overhaul of its ap-
proach to policing in our community.

— Colin Crawford
● ● ●

I would just like to say that the police did 
absolutely nothing wrong. The lesson that 
should be learned is to comply with the po-
lice. It is strange to be at a store in downtown 
Tiburon after 8 p.m. All the man had to do 
was show who he was and thank the officers 
for doing their jobs! This is absolutely ridicu-
lous that this is even a town hall and that the 
mayor had to apologize. The police did their 
job, and the man was not being compliant 
when doing something very unusual. This is 
just absurd, and I stand by the police. I hope 
you let them know how wonderful of a job 
they do keeping us safe and how pathetic the 
mayor is to apologize for such silliness. The 
police did nothing wrong. The store owner 
acted unusual.

— Mackenzie Hutchinson
● ● ●

I have traveled a great deal of this world, 
as probably have Yema and Hawi, and I 
know that no matter where you are, at home 
or abroad, when a police officer asks you to 
identify yourself, you immediately identify 
yourself! Period. The end. It never feels right 
to be asked, sometimes it is even scary but I 
would never not immediately identify myself. 
It is the right thing to do in order for the situ-
ation not to escalate.

Yema: This is not a country where a police 
officer at 1 a.m. is going to shoot you dead 
the minute you open the door, or beat you un-
conscious and/or rape your wife, or demand 
a bribe or help himself to your goods. It is a 
courtesy to those who serve us to identify 
ourselves when asked as they identify them-
selves to us. You owe the Police Department 
an apology for not extending them that 
courtesy.

I am still great admirers of you two. Can’t 
understand how/why you went so wrong. 
Trust you will find a better way to handle 
such things next time.

— Brenda Andersen
● ● ●

I have to ask, in a town as small as Tiburon, 
basically two small shopping streets, how is 

it that the officers of Tiburon do not know 
the Yema shop owners and staff? I worked in 
restaurants and bars in San Francisco for 20-
plus years, and we always knew every cop on 
our beat. Why? Because they made it a point 
to come in, introduce themselves and offer 
their services if we were ever in need. When 
they drove by late at night and saw us inside 
our shops, they never came in and questioned 
us. They knew us! This is a failure on the part 
of the Tiburon Police Department. …

— Shady Lehrbaum
● ● ●

I demand that all of the officers be fired, 
along with Chief Cronin for negligence, abuse 
of power and, in the case of Chief Cronin, in-
action and a lack of due diligence.

The actions of the police officers on Aug. 
21 indicate deep systemic racism and a lack 
of concern for the well being of Tiburon 
residents and business owners. The fact that 
they would demand identification, receive it 
from Mr. Khalif, choose to not believe him, es-
calate the situation and only back down when 
a white man yells from his balcony is insane 
and indicative of officers who are terrible at 
their jobs. These officers are not “serving and 
protecting,” they are intimidating and abus-
ing their power. I have no interest in my taxes 
paying their wages or having them represent 
my community.

— Emily Steck
● ● ●

I have owned several small businesses over 
the last 50 years. I have also been working at 
2 a.m. with an employee when my business 
closed a 10 p.m. I have had a police officer 
knock on my window to check on what was 
going on. I opened the door and asked him 
in and offered a cup of coffee. Why wouldn’t 
you? They are checking on our safety. The 
action is totally off the rails by the business 
owners. If this city does not support the posi-
tion of the police officers and wants them to 
ignore out-of-the-normal behavior, you may 
not have the lovely community you live in. 
Careful what you wish for.

— Renold Victor
● ● ●

I have lived in Tiburon for 25 years. I’ve 
had some encounters with police. They have 
come to my home in emergency situations 
involving my family. I have also witnessed 
some stops in which I’ve found their behavior 
belligerent and unjustified. In short, I would 
suggest that we experience a minimized view 
of the range of police behaviors and interac-
tions, both good and bad, throughout the 
country.

With that backdrop, I would hope that the 
owners of Yema might review their participa-
tion in the interaction. All they had to do was 
respond decently to the questions they were 
being asked.

I understand the desire to atone for the his-
toric affronts to minorities and racial groups 
that are an undeniable part of American 
history. Having said that, all citizens must 
acknowledge the need for police to protect 
order, property and the safety of all citizens, 
particularly here in Tiburon. We live here 
in part because of the proven results of that 
protection.

— David Stadlin
● ● ●

I am a business owner and I have been 
robbed in a business and in my home. The 
robberies were not here in Tiburon but I 
know how I appreciated the police being 
there to help after very scary experiences. 
When I was robbed with a gun to my head 
and my husband on the floor with a gun to 
his, I would have appreciated a policeman 
checking out my business. The robbers were 

never found. It was a late-night robbery when 
we were cleaning our business. Things that 
are very bad do happen at night after hours. 
What is wrong with these people? …

— Willie Victor
● ● ●

My suggestion would be that as soon as 
Chief Cronin heard of the incident, he should 
have immediately gotten all the people in-
volved to sit down at a meeting to defuse the 
situation and better explain why the request 
for ID was made. Second, make sure that the 
offices are familiar with the retail tenants in 
the neighborhood. They should stop by, in-
troduce themselves and let merchants know 
that their presence is there for their protec-
tion, etc. …

As a resident on Main Street with an office 
over Salt & Pepper, I welcome the Tiburon 
and Belvedere police conducting regular 
patrols in the area. If I were ever asked to 
produce my ID, I would do so gladly and con-
sider it a small inconvenience for maintaining 
a safe workplace.

— John H. McComish
● ● ●

I’ve lived and worked in Marin County for 
over 40 years and have two mixed-race adult 
children whose father is a U.S. citizen origi-
nally from Kenya. I am very aware of the in-
sidious current of racism that is all too often 
present even in our liberal “bubble.” The of-
ficers’ treatment of Yema’s owners was one 
example.

Please use this incident as a teachable mo-
ment! Regardless of what happens with the 
police officer(s) involved, I urge you to take 
it further and follow San Rafael’s lead in as-
sembling a task force of concerned citizens to 
engage in deep conversation about how law-
enforcement attitudes and behaviors must 
and can change.

— Mary Perkins
● ● ●

I can’t understand how the officer watched 
outside for 15 minutes and did not Google 
the store owners or notice that they were not 
doing any criminal activity just by watching 
them, or see that they had posters of them-
selves on the store walls or that the man-
nequins in the store were Black, or that the 
store owner was wearing the clothing from 
the store. Honestly the whole thing was re-
ally disturbing and how the main officer got 
aggressive and intimidating, and none of the 
other two officers told the guy yelling to take 
it down a few notches either. They stood by 
silently watching and doing nothing to de-
escalate the situation or show compassion or 
understanding. It was a very tense situation 
that could have escalated easily into a very 
dark situation.

I am happy the store owner was safe and 
was not hurt. I seriously felt afraid for his 
life when I watched it. I can only imagine 
the emotional trauma he feels after going 
through that situation in his home town and 
inside his own business having to defend 
himself as the owner against multiple police 
officers with hands on their guns assuming 
he is a criminal and they only believed him 
when a white man shouted down the street 
that he was actually the store owner. …

— Trinette Reed
● ● ●

After viewing the camera video, I think the 
town owes the police an apology. They were 
politely doing the job they were hired for, and 
if the owner had cooperated right away there 
would not have been an issue.

— Joyce Wells

Comments, from previous page
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serted activity in the store at about 1 a.m. 
was unusual and demanded proof of identity 
and ownership from Khalif, has prompted 
Tiburon and Belvedere officials to order an 
independent investigation into the officers’ 
conduct and sparked strong reactions from 
local residents, many of whom dialed into a 
special community forum last week to air 
their concerns. 

The rally, organized by Marin City activ-
ist Paul Austin, began at Reed Elementary 
School, where demonstrators — some wear-
ing Yema’s distinctive African-inspired ath-
leisure-wear — assembled before marching 
a short distance along Tiburon Boulevard to 
the police station, chanting: “No justice, no 
peace, no racist police.” 

From the steps of the Tiburon Police 
Department, speakers from Tiburon and 
across Marin, including Khalif and Awash, 
challenged the crowd to “step up” and say 
something when they see Black people being 
targeted by police in their community and 
not let incidents like what happened at Yema 
be “swept under the rug.”

“If you’re a person of privilege, do not be 
afraid to stand up, do not be afraid to speak 
up,” Khalif said. “When you see someone in-
nocent being harassed down the street, put 
your foot down, say something.” 

Austin told attendees that bringing about 
change in predominately white, affluent 
communities where racism and implicit bi-
ases are deeply engrained comes from “a lot 
of work” and having tough conversations 
with friends and family, as well as elected 
officials and police. 

“We are witnessing it today in every way,” 
Austin said. “All families aren’t having the 
same conversations with their kids. They 
are at home teaching their kids racism, let-
ting them know it’s OK to be violent toward 
Black people, teaching them to be fearful of 
Black people.” 

The protest was spurred by an 11-minute 
interaction at Yema. recorded by a cellphone 
inside the store and by a police body cam-
era about 1 a.m., long after all businesses on 
Main Street are closed. 

Khalif and Awash say they were sorting 
inventory and chatting with a friend inside 
the store when they saw a Tiburon patrol of-
ficer circle the block three or four times before 
parking across the street for about 15 min-
utes. The officer —  later identified as Isaac 
Madfes — then approaches the business, not-
ing activity inside was unusual at the hour 
and asking Khalif if the trio was restocking, 
to which Khalif replies: “No, just doing our 
thing” and asks if there’s a problem.

The encounter grows heated after two 
other officers, identified as Tiburon Sgt. 
Michael Blasi and Belvedere Officer Jeremy 
Clark, arrive on the scene a couple minutes 
later. 

In the cellphone and body-cam footage, 
Blasi can be heard repeatedly demanding 
that Khalif prove his identity and put his 
keys in the store’s door while Khalif continu-
ally declines to do so, saying he doesn’t need 
to because the officers can’t explain what 
crime is occurring. 

“What’s the problem? There are three 
Black people in the store — what’s the prob-
lem with that?” Khalif says. 

Khalif eventually acknowledges it’s his 
store, but police continue to insist he must 
provide proof of his identity, which he did 
not under California law. 

The interaction ends abruptly when, just as 

Khalif begins sorting through his key ring to 
put his key in the door, a neighbor yells twice 
from his balcony from across the street, “Hey, 
that’s his store!” The officers leave — without 
the proof they demanded — though Madfes 
lingers behind, once again asking Khalif to 
put his key in the door before walking away 
to catch up with Blasi and Clark. 

After the cellphone video, captured by 
Khalif’s friend, started to circulate on the 
store’s Instagram and Facebook pages, it 
sparked anger across the community, with 
many residents weighing in on social-media 
platforms or sending messages to town of-
ficials and some sharing personal experi-
ences of being stopped or followed by local 
police without probable cause.

Others sent letters to town officials ex-
pressing staunch support for the police, 
saying the officers were just doing their 
jobs and faulting Khalif for not complying 
with the officers’ requests. Many pointed to 
the initial interaction between Madfes and 
Khalif captured in the body-cam footage, 
saying Madfes approached Khalif with a 
friendly tone and accusing Khalif of escalat-
ing the incident. 

At the protest, Tiburon Vice Mayor 
Holli Thier said she welcomes calls for the 
Tiburon Town Council to take action and 
hopes to translate the comments she’s heard 

into actionable policy change that will eradi-
cate institutionalized racism. 

“Instead of being known for racism, I 
want Tiburon to be known for great race 
relations,” Thier said. “I am publicly apolo-
gizing on behalf of Tiburon. … I want to 
thank Yema and Hawi for speaking out and 
not sweeping this under the rug. The impor-
tance of their courage cannot be discounted.” 

After sharing the video of their interaction 
with police, which has garnered thousands 
of views, Khalif and Awash have stressed 
the importance of using the incident as a 
“learning step” to create positive change in 
the community. 

Khalif, who grew up in the Kibera slums 
of Nairobi, Kenya, has lived in Tiburon for 
nearly 10 years. He and Awash, who was 
born in Ethiopia and lived as a refugee in 
Kenya before moving with her family to 
Minnesota, met at the Dominican University 
of California in San Rafael. The couple began 
selling their clothes online in 2016 and opened 
their storefront in early March. A percentage 
of all sales at Yema are donated to Road to 
Freedom Scholarships for the education of 
orphaned children in Ethiopia and Kenya.

At the rally, Khalif said he’s been stopped 
multiple times by Tiburon police with no 
probable cause and that he’s tired of being 
made to look like a criminal while doing 

nothing wrong in his own community. 
“I could be creating right now, but look at 

what I’m doing,” Khalif said. “I’m not sup-
posed to be here talking about this kind of 
stuff. I’m supposed to be left alone to create. 
I’m supposed to be left alone to feed kids in 
Africa, that’s what we do.” 

Khalif acknowledged the criticism he’s 
received from those who say he was argu-
mentative with the officers from the start 
and could have ended the situation by iden-
tifying himself when pressed by the officers. 

He said he’s open to having constructive 
conversations and sharing where he was 
coming from but will not engage in “igno-
rant conversations” about the incident. He 
specifically pointed to an email he received 
from a local woman who had supported his 
brand but described why she thought he 
was in the wrong and asked him to issue an 
apology to the Police Department. 

“She said, ‘Yema, this is not a country 
where a police officer can swing by your 
door, and you open the door and they shoot 
you.’ Has that happened or not happened?” 
Khalif asked the crowd. “She said, ‘This is 
not a place where a police officer can just 
stop you and start harassing you with your 
wife without any probable cause.’ Has that 

Protest, continued from page 1
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happened or not happened?” 
The crowd also heard from Marin activ-

ists who called for immediate policy change 
within local police departments, which they 
said were unnecessarily “militarized” and 
overfunded. 

“We need change in our police depart-
ments … so when I walk through this town I 
can feel comfortable and safe,” said Bishlam 
Bullock, a Marin activist and owner of Salon 
B: Salon & Stash House in San Rafael. 

Bullock specifically pointed to policies put 
forth in the “8 Can’t Wait” campaign, which 
provides quick-to-implement guidelines 
aimed at drastically reducing the number of 
deaths in police custody. The recommended 
policies include requiring officers to de-esca-
late situations when possible, banning offi-
cers use of chokeholds and neck restraints, 
banning officers from shooting at moving 
cars and strengthening requirements that 
officers intervene if they observe colleagues 
using excessive force. The eight-point plan 
gained considerable traction across the 
U.S. following the Memorial Day killing of 
George Floyd by Minneapolis police.

In July, both Tiburon and Belvedere police 
departments made policy changes to par-
tially align with “8 Can’t Wait” guidelines, 
including banning the use of a stranglehold 
known as the carotid restraint. Despite the 
changes, both departments still leave con-
siderable room for officer discretion in their 
use-of-force policies. 

Speakers at the rally also called for the 
removal of Tiburon Police Chief Michael 
Cronin, who in June came under fire and was 
accused of racism for an email he sent to the 
community ahead of a Marin City peaceful 
protest against Floyd’s killing. 

In the message, Cronin said the protest in 
Marin City — which is 61 percent non-white, 
including 38 percent Black — was closer to 
Tiburon than the dozen others held in Marin 
that month, and that his department had 
caught wind of social-media posts “encour-
aging participants to shift their attention to 
more affluent communities” like Tiburon. He 
urged residents to steer clear of southbound 
Highway 101 during the protest in case pro-
testers blocked the freeways. His warning 
led at least one downtown Tiburon business 
to board up its windows but also prompted 
swift criticism from the Marin City protest 
organizers and others who pointed out no 
such warnings were sent ahead of protests 
in nearby predominantly white communi-
ties, including Mill Valley. The following day, 
Cronin sent out an apology “to those I have 
offended” and condemned racism, social in-
justice and police brutality, but his handling 
of the incident in part led more than 100 pro-

testers to gather in Tiburon later that month.
At the June rally, protest-organizer Austin 

said Cronin’s message “created fear amongst 
this community” and called for him to be 
held accountable. 

At the Aug. 29 rally, Austin pointed out 
Cronin is still the head of the Tiburon Police 
Department and challenged the crowd to 
pressure him to step down.

“Y’all need to come right here and make 
noise and make sure that he steps down,” 
Austin said. “Because his officers, they react 
the way that he lets them react. It always 
starts at the head and trickles down.” 

There were also calls for the firing or sus-
pension of Blasi, the supervising sergeant 
at Yema who appeared to escalate the en-
counter with Khalif. Since the incident, news 
reports have resurfaced showing Blasi was 
involved in a wrongful death lawsuit in 2004 
while working for the Marin County Sheriff’s 
Office. Blasi was one of several officers on 
the scene when a 47-year-old man named 
Cary Grime was hogtied during a Novato 
arrest. Grime eventually lost consciousness 
in jail and died in a hospital two days later. 
Marin settled family’s lawsuit, with no ad-
mission of fault, for nearly $1 million. 

“Tiburon does not need officers like 
Blasi with a million-dollar record for kill-

ing a man,” said Mill Valley resident Amber 
Allen-Peirson, a wellness outreach specialist 
at Tamalpais High School. 

Allen-Peirson challenged attendees to vote 
against their own interests in the upcoming 
November election and invest fully in di-
versity and racial equality. She pointed to a 
“systematic removal of empathy” for Black 
bodies and the Black experience among po-
lice and affluent white communities. 

“Racism itself is the combination of the 
lack of empathy and the power,” she said. 
“The fact that those officers deemed it OK to 
approach (Khalif) … in a climate like the one 
that we live in where we know an incident 
like that one is a threat to our lives.” 

Awash said she also sees a systemic lack 
of empathy among police.

“This is not just a Yema problem. This is 
not just a Hawi problem. This is a disease, 
and what do we do when we have a disease? 
We find a cure,” she said. “We demand a po-
lice force with empathy and love that does 
not believe someone is suspect just because 
the color of their skin.” 

Speaking directly to Tiburon police, 
Awash said: “I know you police force in there 
hear me, but the next time you come for my 
husband, the people won’t allow that.”

Awash said she expects councilmembers 

in Tiburon and Belvedere to act on the prom-
ises they have made to the community. 

“We’ve got to do better, Tiburon. We’ve 
got to do better, Belvedere. We’ve got to do 
better, Marin,” she said. 

After the rally, attendees were encouraged 
to walk to downtown Tiburon to have a free 
lunch at Fountain Plaza donated by Sam’s 
Anchor Cafe and to “cash mob” the Yema 
store. From 3 to 4 p.m., a consistent line 
stretched outside the athletic-leisurewear 
store, located at 10 Main St., with limited 
customers allowed inside at one time due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

In an interview outside Yema, Austin said 
he hopes Tiburon and Belvedere residents 
are willing to put in the work to move the 
conversation forward and demand change. 

“I feel like the conversation is moving 
forward after hearing from the citizens the 
other night,” Austin said, referring to the 
Aug. 27 virtual joint Tiburon-Belvedere 
community forum attended by more than 
450 people. “Tiburon officials are being 
forced to address this. People are not happy.” 

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.

Protest, from previous page
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questioned why they were there. The en-
counter appears to have escalated when the 
supervising sergeant arrived on scene. 

About 6 minutes of cellphone footage of 
the encounter with the supervisor, Tiburon 
police Sgt. Michael Blasi, was posted by 
Khalif to social media later Aug. 21. It 
sparked widespread outrage within the 
community and prompted town officials 
to order an independent investigation into 
the officers’ conduct. Tiburon Mayor Alice 
Fredericks called their behavior “unaccept-
able” and issued a public apology, and she 
and Belvedere’s mayor each apologized per-

sonally to Khalif and Awash. 
The new footage was released late Aug. 

26 — after The Ark’s Aug. 24 press deadline 
for last week’s edition and the night before 
the Tiburon Town Council and Belvedere 
City Council were to hold their joint Town 
Hall-Community Forum online.

It is unclear why Tiburon chose to release 
the body-cam video, in which patrol Officer 
Isaac Madfes states his first name aloud, 
after refusing Ark requests to release the 
footage, officer names and full police report 
on Aug. 24 and 25. Officials repeatedly stat-
ed they would not release any information 
about the incident until the conclusion of the 
independent investigation.

Proof of belonging
The incident revolves around the officers’ 

assertions that because most Main Street 
businesses shut down about 9 or 10 p.m., and 
they’d never seen workers inside the shop at 
1 a.m., Khalif was required to explain to the 
officers why they were inside and provide 
some physical evidence — identification or 
a key in the door — that he is the owner. 

Khalif acknowledged several times that 
“I want you to look out for my store” and “I 
want you to look out for my community,” but 
he repeatedly asked the officers what activ-
ity, beyond his presence alone, was suspi-
cious and required explanation.

The store was well-lighted, and police-dis-

patch logs show no alarm had sounded and 
no one had otherwise reported suspicious 
activity. At no point during the 11-minute ex-
change did either Tiburon officer assert they 
had probable cause to believe a crime was 
being committed, nor that any suspicious 
activity was occurring beyond the people’s 
presence in the building at that hour.

Khalif insisted that if he acknowledged he 
was the owner, absent the officers’ explana-
tion of a problem, evidence of a crime or rea-
son to doubt him, he didn’t need to explain 
why he was in his own store after hours.

The officers repeatedly asserted that Khalif 
was required to show identification. However, 

 continued from page 1
———

———
See 



NEWS  |   T H E  A R K S E P T E M B E R  2 ,  2 0 2 0  t h e a r k n e w s p a p e r . c o m

California does not have a stop-and-identify 
statue. There is no requirement to produce 
identification in California — even when tem-
porarily detained while police investigate a 
potential crime — unless you’re operating a 
motor vehicle, which requires state-issued cer-
tification, or you have already been arrested 
or booked on suspicion of committing a crime.

Critics of Khalif say he was argumentative 
and antagonizing the officers from the start 
and assert he could have just showed his ID 
and quickly ended the incident. Khalif and 
Awash say, however, that they shouldn’t be 
required to repeatedly identify themselves to 
police to prove who they are and that they be-
long in town. Khalif, a resident for nearly 10 
years, says he’s been stopped multiple times, 
including while walking home, and had to 
prove that he lives in Tiburon. Awash says 
she’s been stopped in her car by a single of-
ficer three to five times in the past year and 
a half. Khalif says he wasn’t angry, just put-
ting his foot down.

Critics of the officers’ handling of the in-
cident note that Blasi did not de-escalate the 
encounter on his arrival. The newly released 
body-cam footage appears to highlight this 
further, with clearer audio than the cellphone 
footage that also shows a stark contrast be-
tween Blasi’s demeanor and that of Madfes, 
who mostly speaks calmly throughout the 
first half of the video while Blasi then fre-
quently shouts over Khalif, including telling 
him he “should be grateful.” 

Blasi appears to acknowledge this is his 
own personal approach. On question-and-an-
swer site Quora.com, where he is a frequent 
poster, Blasi in July 2019 answers one ques-
tion specifically about escalated encounters: 
“It’s the citizen who sets the tone for the 
contact. … If they wanted to be adversarial, 
that’s exactly how it’s going to be.” 

Other business owners have come forward 
to say that on the rare occasions they work 
late into the night, they’ve never been stopped 
and questioned at all, while in Khalif’s case, 
Madfes had already called for backup before 
he first approached the door. Critics also note 
the officers finally left — without the proof 
they said was required for 11 minutes — 
only when a white Main Street resident who 
overheard the confrontation shouted, “That’s 
his store.”

Further, Blasi appears to be aware there 
is no identification requirement in California 
but still counts it in his personal “get into 
trouble” category. In one Quora.com ques-
tion regarding stop-and-ID laws, he says, 
“During what is called a consensual con-
tact, a police officer can ask for anything 
including ID, reason for being there, where 
you’re from … (but) a person is well within 
their rights to not answer anything.” Yet in 
a separate post about what can get someone 
in trouble with an officer, he lists “knowing 
and exercising your rights (is) always a good 
thing” but that “failing to identify yourself 
or providing ID when directed by an officer” 
falls into the “‘getting into trouble’ category.”

The video circulating on social media was 
recorded on Khalif’s friend’s cellphone from 
inside the store and was posted to Yema’s 
Instagram account, where it has been viewed 
more than 55,000 times, and to its Facebook 
page, where it has been shared nearly 1,000 
times, each garnering hundreds of com-
ments. It has since gone viral, with nearly 
half a million views on the Instagram ac-
count “Karens Going Wild” and garnering 

national news coverage.
The newly released footage begins about 

6 minutes before that video begins, when 
Madfes is already parked on Tiburon 
Boulevard at Main Street and is getting out 
of his squad car. Khalif and Awash say they 
had already seen the car circle the block 
three to four times before it stopped outside 
the shop, where they say it sat for about 15 
minutes — before the start of the town-re-
leased body-cam footage. They said they had 
anticipated what was about to happen next.

In the footage, Madfes is seen walking 
through Fountain Plaza toward the store 
and can be heard reporting “one BMA, one 
BFA” — one Black male adult and one Black 
female adult — which he corrects to three 
people, two Black males, as he gets closer.

An officer’s observations of perceived 
race, sex and age are standard when report-
ing in to dispatchers, as well as in logs and 
police reports.

The footage does not contain an audio re-
cord of Madfes calling for backup — Blasi, 
as well as the on-duty patrol officer for 
Belvedere who overheard the call and re-
sponded as standard operating procedure, 
according to Belvedere Police Chief Jason 
Wu, were already on their way to the scene 
— suggesting the backup request took place 
before the body camera was switched on.

As Madfes approaches the store, Khalif, 
Awash and the friend can be seen inside 
at the checkout counter, apparently talking 
with each other. At least three large post-
ers of Khalif and Awash modeling their 
clothes are visible on the rear wall through-
out the footage. To the right in the video, a 
mannequin frequently is in view, just feet 
from Khalif, who has approached the door 
dressed in identical clothing — distinctive, 
African-inspired athletic-leisurewear.

In an Aug. 24 interview, Awash had said 
the officer’s tone was aggressive and suspi-
cious and that he didn’t identify himself or 
ask if they were working late.

While he doesn’t initially identify himself, 
the footage shows Madfes begin by asking, 
in a seemingly friendly tone, “Hey guys, I’ve 
never seen you open this late — you just 
restocking?”

Khalif replies, “No, just doing our thing” 
and asks if there’s a problem.

Madfes says there isn’t, but that he’s never 
seen anyone in the store so late. Khalif be-
gins speaking over the officer when Awash 
appears to say, “OK baby?” but Khalif tells 
her “No, no” and again asks the officer if 
there’s a problem.

The two engage, mostly in circles, for the 
next minute as Madfes repeatedly asks why 
the three are there so late, and Khalif, at 
times visibly showing frustration, repeated-
ly asks why it matters if there’s no problem.

About 2½ minutes into the video, Khalif 
says that if Madfes has a problem, “call your 
chief of police, call whoever you wanna call” 
— at which point Madfes acknowledges his 
supervisor, Blasi, is already on his way, con-
sistent with Khalif’s previous accounts of 
the incident.

Madfes asks if Khalif owns the store.
“It does not matter. I’m not going to an-

swer your question. If you have a problem, 
you tell me, ” Khalif says.

“I have a problem with you guys being 
here so late and you not telling me why,” 
Madfes says.

Again, the exchange goes in circles, but 
tensions rise as Madfes shouts past Khalif 
to ask Awash and the friend, still standing 
at the checkout counter to the rear, “Do one 
of you two here own the store or have any 
reason to be here?”

Khalif speaks over him: “No, do not talk 
to anybody, you talk to me, you’re talking to 
me right now.”

Tensions escalate further when Madfes 
tells Khalif, “This town is my duty to protect.”

“I f—ing live here, do not tell me about 
whatever,” Khalif responds.

“OK, that’s fine. Where do you live?” 
Madfes says.

Again, Khalif says he’ll speak to the super-
visor, but Madfes insists Khalif is required to 
“give me a lawful reason why you’re here.”

Same audio, different perspective
About 5½ minutes into the footage, Blasi 

arrives on the scene, though Khalif notes 
that a third officer has also arrived — a 
Belvedere patrol officer who is off screen but 
can be seen through the window in the sepa-
rate video taken from inside the store and 
posted by Khalif to social media.

The body-cam footage does not show that 
the Belvedere officer, Jeremy Clark, appears 
to have his hand on his gun for portions of the 
incident, which is visible in the earlier video 
and which Awash said was “terrifying.”

The remaining footage is the body-cam-
era perspective of the exchange previously 
recorded from inside the store and circulated 
on social media.

Blasi begins asking the same questions 
as the first officer, including what the three 
were doing there late at night. 

“This street closes at 9 o’clock at night, 
and there’s never anybody in here. This isn’t 
regular business hours, there’s no customers 
in here. Is it your store? That’s all we want to 
know,” Blasi says.

After Khalif asks four times what hap-
pens next if he acknowledges it is, Blasi says 
Khalif “should be grateful” that the officers 
are looking out for his shop. 

“OK, it’s my store,” Khalif responds.
Khalif becomes increasingly frustrated as 

Blasi continues questioning: “Did you iden-
tify yourself? … Can you prove that it’s your 
store?”

Khalif: “I do not have to prove anything to 
you, it’s my store.”

Blasi: “Actually you do.”
Khalif: “No I don’t.”
Blasi: “Yes you do.”
Khalif: “No I don’t. To who? Why?”
Blasi: “Oh my God, yes you do have to 

prove who you are.”
Khalif: “I do not have to prove my exis-

tence to you.”
The argument continued for a few more 

minutes, with both Blasi and Khalif raising 
their voices.

At the 10-minute mark, Madfes chimes in 
again: “Prove to us you have keys or —”

“There you go, that’s the perfect thing,” 
Blasi says as Khalif removes something 
from his pocket. “You know what, put the 
key in the door and we’re outta here.”

Khalif is seen picking through his keys as 
he tells Blasi to stand back and not raise his 
voice at him: “Just chill and I’ll put my key 
in the door.”

Before he can, neighbor Ken Simpson, a 
part-time resident of a Main Street apart-
ment, yells down twice, “That’s his store.”

“Thank you sir, that’s all I needed to know. 
Thank you, see ya,” Blasi says as he turns 
and walks away toward Fountain Plaza.

Madfes, however, again asks Khalif to put 
the key in the door, but this time Khalif de-
clines: “That’s your supervisor, he says you 
walk away, walk away.”

As Madfes walks away and catches up to 
Blasi, Blasi can be heard saying, “He says 
it’s his store, that’s good enough for me. Next 
time, just walk —” and the audio cuts out.

In a later interview, Simpson said he was 
concerned by the way the three officers were 
surrounding Khalif.

“It looked like they were harassing him 
and I thought, ‘This has gone on for several 
minutes,’” Simpson said. “It just felt like it 
was going to progress into something ugly.”

Khalif called the fact that the situation was 
diffused by a white neighbor yelling down to 
vouch for him “the icing on the cake.”

“A Black man cannot be in this space in 
this particular hour and say, ‘I’m OK, no need 
to be talking to you, move along.’ A Black 
man can not say that, but a white man can.”

Khalif, who has lived in Tiburon for nearly 
10 years, and Awash are well-known in the 
Tiburon business community. They opened 
the athletic apparel boutique in February. 
Several months later, the store was named 
Tiburon’s Business of the Month. Khalif was 
also a speaker at the 2018 Belvedere-Tiburon 
Library’s Pop-Up 94920 series.

Khalif, who designs most of the compa-
ny’s clothing, grew up in the Kibera slums 
of Nairobi, Kenya. Awash was born in 
Ethiopia and lived as a refugee in Kenya be-
fore moving with her family to Minnesota. 
The couple met at Dominican University of 
California in San Rafael.

Police Chief Michael Cronin declined to di-
rectly comment on the Aug. 21 incident until 
the investigation has concluded, but he con-
firmed Blasi and the other officers involved 
would continue coming to work through the 
investigation. 

“I do not have any intention of removing 
them at this time,” Cronin said. 

Fredericks said Cronin is planning a 
department-wide racial-bias training for 
late next month, which has been in the 
works since the George Floyd killing in 
Minneapolis in May, which led to wide-
spread protests and mounting calls to end 
racial injustice and police brutality. 

After Floyd’s death and ahead of a peace-
ful June 2 protest in Marin City, Cronin 
sparked outrage among the community after 
he issued a statement warning residents to 
be wary should the demonstration become 
violent or lead to looting on the Tiburon 
Peninsula — neither of which happened. 
Community members pointed out Cronin 
had only issued a warning for the protest in 
Marin City, which is 61 percent non-white, 
including 38 percent Black, and had issued 
no such warnings for similar peaceful pro-
tests in other nearby predominantly white 
communities, including Mill Valley. 

Cronin quickly apologized, saying he stood 
in support of peaceful protests in Marin City 
and condemned racism, social injustice and 
police brutality. The department also updat-
ed its use-of-force policy to align with calls to 
de-escalate police encounters with the public.

Khalif and Awash said Chanis, the town 
manager, reached out to them after the inci-
dent, and the three met on Aug. 23. 

Awash characterized the conversation as 
positive.

“We all want this to resolve in a positive 
way,” she said, noting she hopes the incident 
sparks conversation about “police reform 
and real policing that uses empathy to police 
our community.”

She said that included conversations 
about how police officers can re-examine 
their implicit biases and eliminate their own 
fear on the job. 

“They’re the ones with the guns, they’re 
the ones with the badge, they’re the ones 
with the authority,” she said. “What is it that 
they’re fearing?”
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Hawi Awash. Other community members 
sounded off in at least 87 letters to Tiburon 
officials before and during the meeting, 
with a slim majority arguing the police 
were doing their jobs by patrolling down-
town shops after normal business hours 
and questioning Khalif and Awash. They 
instead criticized Khalif for refusing to iden-
tify himself when asked. 

Police body-camera and cellphone video 
of the 11-minute encounter, which occurred 
about 1 a.m. Aug. 21 as Khalif, Awash and 
a friend were in the shop sorting inventory 
and chatting, show two of the three officers 
repeatedly questioning why the trio was in 
the shop past what they noted is the typi-
cal 9 p.m. shut-down time for activity on the 
street and demanding identification or proof 
of ownership. Khalif repeatedly refuses, as-
serting that if there’s no problem, the officers 
don’t need such proof. The incident ended 
abruptly when a neighbor yelled from down 
the street to vouch for Khalif’s identity, and 
the officers left without the demanded proof.

The 6-minute cellphone footage of the 
incident went viral on social media, spark-
ing widespread outrage within and beyond 
the local community. Hundreds posted their 
comments to community website Nextdoor.
com as one Instagram account’s repost of 
the video went on to rack up more than half 
a million views, and the incident last week 
drew the attention of former San Francisco 
49ers quarterback Colin Kaepernick’s 
Know Your Rights Camp and Golden State 
Warriors’ star Klay Thompson.

A petition on Change.org signed by more 
than 2,100 people calls for the resignation of 
Tiburon Police Chief Michael Cronin and the 
immediate suspension of Tiburon supervis-
ing Sgt. Michael Blasi, who responded to 
the scene after Tiburon patrol Officer Isaac 
Madfes called for backup ahead of the en-
counter. Critics of Blasi say he failed to de-
escalate the situation and was only satisfied 
when a white man vouched for Khalif. 

The day after the incident, on Aug. 22, 
town officials announced they were ordering 
an independent investigation into the con-
duct of the three officers, who also included 
Jeremy Clark of Belvedere. 

At the community forum, officials an-
nounced the investigation would be led 
by attorney Vida Thomas, a partner at 
the Berkeley-based Law Offices of Amy 
Oppenheimer, who specializes in workplace 
investigation, and its findings will be report-
ed at a future joint meeting of the Tiburon 
and Belvedere councils. 

Thomas, who has worked on more than 
200 such investigations and has expertise 
in rules governing officer disciplinary ac-
tion, recently played a significant role in 
investigating sexual-harassment allega-
tions in Sacramento at the emergence of the 
#MeToo movement, and was hired by the 
California Assembly while with her previ-
ous firms, Weintraub Tobin and Stoel Rives. 
Oppenheimer herself was separately hired 
by the Legislature to investigate sexual-ha-
rassment cases. 

The three officers involved in the incident 
will not be suspended or placed on admin-
istrative leave during the investigation, ac-
cording to Cronin. 

Neither Cronin nor Belvedere Police Chief 
Jason Wu took part in the forum because of 
their roles in potential disciplinary action, 
officials said at the meeting, which some 
speakers said was “shameful” because it 

gave the impression that the chiefs “don’t 
care what we have to say.” 

Critics of Khalif say the body-camera foot-
age released Aug. 26 validates why the pa-
trol officer was there and shows that Madfes 
started the conversation in a friendly way, 
as he can be heard saying, “Hey guys, I’ve 
never seen you open this late — you just 
restocking?”

But Khalif and Awash have pointed out 
no alarms were activated, and no one had 
called about suspicious activity at the store. 
The body-cam footage confirms that several 
posters of the couple modeling their clothing 
line were clearly visible on the wall behind 
Khalif as he was standing in the door-
way talking to police, and that Khalif was 
dressed the same as the mannequin in the 
window just feet away.

Khalif and others have asserted that 
the interaction was racially motivated and 
demanded accountability for the officers’ 
actions. Several also shared personal expe-
riences of being racially profiled and “ha-
rassed” by local police. 

Since the incident, news has resurfaced 
that Blasi was involved in a 2004 wrongful 
death lawsuit while working for the Marin 
County Sheriff’s Office; the county settled 
the suit for just short of $1 million without 
assignment of fault. Blasi and other depu-
ties hogtied a 47-year-old man named Cary 
Grime, who later lost consciousness in jail 
and died in a hospital two days later. The 
family said Grime had been beaten and 
that the deputies failed to get medical clear-
ance from the hospital before jailing him. 
Toxicology reports show Grime had drugs 
and alcohol in his system, and the Sheriff’s 
Office at the time said Grime’s level of resis-
tance and state of intoxication required the 
restraint. 

Grime’s son Logan Grime, who told coun-
cilmembers about the incident during the 
community forum, has expressed disbelief 
that Blasi was hired by the Belvedere Police 
Department in 2017 and by the Tiburon 
Police Department last year after what hap-
pened to his father. Others say Blasi’s later 
background as a member of the SWAT team 
and of major-crimes investigations such as 
drug and gang activity doesn’t fit the town’s 
asserted model for community policing.

Cronin has said he wasn’t aware of Blasi’s 
involvement in the Grime case because it 
didn’t come up in a routine background 
check. 

Meanwhile, both Khalif and Awash 
expressed gratitude that Tiburon and 
Belvedere officials have taken the incident 
seriously and are open to listening to the 
perspectives of local communities of color. 

“Especially given everything that’s going 
on in our country, it’s really nice that we 
have now created a space that we can have 
these conversations and push racial in-
equalities and racial biases to the forefront,” 
Awash said, “so that we can start building a 
community in which diversity is respected, 
in which we can all co-exist.”

Calls for accountability,  
broader change 

During the meeting, councilmembers 
hung back and listened to the communi-
ty’s discussion — moderated by longtime 
Tiburon resident Noah Griffin — that re-
sounded with calls for accountability and 
a “massive change” within the Tiburon and 
Belvedere police departments. 

Teveia Barnes, a Tiburon resident of near-
ly 30 years, said the video “truly broke my 
heart.” 

“There were simply three Black people in 

the store, around the counter talking to each 
other. There was nothing suspicious about 
their activity. Absolutely nothing,” Barnes 
said. 

“In that video, the only person who under-
stood the U.S. Constitution is Yema. He had 
no obligation to identify himself, and he had 
no obligation to tell that officer whether he 
was doing inventory or not,” she said. “To 
those people that they would have just told 
the police officer, ‘It’s my store,’ or put the 
key in the door, you are allowing the harass-
ment to continue.”

While both Blasi and Madfes repeatedly 
insisted otherwise during the encounter, 
California does not have a stop-and-identi-
fy statue. There is no legal requirement to 
produce identification — even when tem-
porarily detained while an officer lawfully 
investigates suspicion of criminal activity 
— unless you’re operating a motor vehicle or 
you have already been arrested and booked 
on suspicion of committing a crime. 

Alan Reed, a former Tiburon resident, 
said he “wasn’t surprised at all” when he 
saw the video of the incident with Tiburon 
police on Instagram. 

“The Tiburon Police Department for years 
has been aggressive,” Reed said. “Marin 
County is looking at folks — the center of 
white privilege — and expecting you to do 
better.” 

Several downtown merchants rallied 
around Khalif and Awash, including the 
owner of Sam’s Anchor Cafe, Conor Flaherty, 
who praised the couple for having the cour-
age to speak up after the incident. 

“These are the kind of people we want in 
Tiburon,” Flaherty said. “We need to em-
brace that.”

Tiburon Peninsula Chamber of Commerce 
board President Natale Servino, whose fam-
ily owns Servino Ristorante and Caffe Acri 
across from Yema, said having an open 
dialogue between police, community leaders 
and local businesses about racism and inclu-
sivity is “paramount.” 

“I thank Yema and Hawi for express-
ing themselves, I know that can’t be easy,” 
Servino said. “I look forward to coming to-
gether as a community.”

While many of the speakers applauded 
councilmembers for holding last week’s 
meeting and pushing for an independent 
investigation, they said the review of the 
Tiburon and Belvedere police departments 
should not stop with the officers’ conduct. 
They argued there should also be a broader 
probe into local police departments’ train-
ing, policies and hiring practices. 

Awash said she would like to see the con-
versation continue to the next stage and 
include “real solutions” to end injustice and 
racial profiling in Tiburon and Belvedere.

“I want to remind everybody that this 
is going to require a lot of work, that it is 
going to be a process — it’s not an overnight 
thing,” she said. “There are steps we can 
take to make sure our policing is done from 
a point of protection … and of community, 
not this place of authority and in some cases 
brutality and animosity.”

Awash said police officers should familiar-
ize themselves with local shop owners and 
other members of the community so they 
don’t feel threatened or afraid while they’re 
answering calls. She pointed specifically to 
Clark, the Belvedere officer, who she said ap-
peared to have his hand on his gun while the 
other officers were talking to Khalif at the 
store; the body-cam footage does not show 
Clark, but the phone video appears to con-
firm Awash’s claim.

“I feel like maybe he felt like their life was 

at risk at that moment,” Awash said. “But as 
the family member of Yema, standing behind 
that — what I felt is something I will never 
be able to describe. Had that white neighbor 
not said anything that night, maybe Yema 
wouldn’t be here with us today.” 

She also called for thorough, yearly back-
ground checks for all officers in Belvedere 
and Tiburon; a task force to establish to 
frequent dialogue on issues of racism in the 
community; and regular bias and empathy 
training for officers. 

“You would be amazed how many people 
have approached us and told us their per-
sonal stories on how law enforcement in 
Tiburon has treated them and what their 
experiences were like,” she said. 

Khalif agreed the incident at Yema should 
spark a broader conversation with others in 
the community who have felt targeted or ha-
rassed by local police. 

“I don’t want to focus on whatever hap-
pened Friday, I want us to focus on the 
systemic problem here,” Khalif said. “This 
thing is not a one-time event, it’s not unique 
to Friday and that’s the issue here. … A lot 
of people have experienced the same thing.” 

Debra Bogaards, a Tiburon resident, said 
she was “incensed” after seeing the video 
of the incident and doesn’t want to live in a 
community “where Black people have to fear 
for their lives when white people don’t.”

Bogaards, a civil-rights attorney, said she 
would like to see Tiburon and Belvedere in-
vest in personalized bias training for officers. 

Tiburon resident Pari Choksi said he be-
lieved accountability for the officers’ conduct 
should start at the top, with the mayors and 
city managers. He said local leaders should 
be demanding changes within both police 
departments, including regular psychologi-
cal training and profiling for officers and 
requirements for officers to meet all local 
business owners, as well as all people of color 
in the community. He said budget funding 
should be taken from the police departments 
and distributed elsewhere if possible. 

Others went even further, calling for the 
immediate firing of Blasi and Cronin, as well 
as the defunding, disarming and disman-
tling of both police departments. 

They said training-out racism isn’t pos-
sible and that the department needs to be 
dissolved and replaced with an improved 
system that doesn’t rely on gun-wielding of-
ficers to solve every type of problem.

Yanai Perry, a 19-year-old Tiburon resi-
dent, said during the forum he was worried 
the meeting and investigation would be “as 
far as this will go.” He said there should be 
an “actionable” plan to make sure what hap-
pened at Yema doesn’t happen again. At the 
top on that list, Perry said, should be remov-
ing Cronin and firing Blasi, as well as dis-
arming officers and examining the police 
departments’ budgets and training. 

“I have zero confidence in the Tiburon 
Police Department, and my confidence in 
the Tiburon Town Council is pretty low too,” 
Perry said. “I would like the council to an-
nounce fairly soon what they are going to do 
and keep taking community input.” 

During the forum, others said the Tiburon 
and Belvedere police departments, which al-
ready say they focus on a “community po-
licing” model, should double down on that 
approach. 

“If you are going to continue with the 
Police Department, you need to massively 
change it,” said Tiburon resident Robert 
Wilson. “We need officers who walk around 
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and know business owners.” 
Tiburon resident Richard Fink 

echoed the need for better commu-
nity policing. 

“If these three police officers 
didn’t even know who these shop 
owners are, they are spending too 
much time in their car; they aren’t 
walking around,” Fink said. “We 
need to focus more on community 
policing.” 

In fact, Blasi himself appears 
to acknowledge problems within 
the current model, posting in a 
2019 reply on question-and-answer 
site Quora that “the demands 
and expectations of an average 
sworn officer are unrealistic and 
unreasonable.” 

“Cops are being held to a stan-
dard of expertise in a vast field of 
professions and areas like nego-
tiations, medical response, mental-
health evaluation, civil law, family 
counseling and juvenile issues,” he 
writes. “And these are all on top of 
criminal law, firearms, defensive 
driving, self-defense, computer 
skills, investigations, civil rights, 
case law, evidence law and a dozen 
other requires skill sets that the 
public expects us to be experts at.”

Some express support 
for police, decry lack of 

compliance
In written comments sent to 

Tiburon officials before and during 
the forum, many painted a differ-
ent picture from what was shared 
by the speakers. 

The comments said officers were 
doing their jobs and that they had 
acted “professional” and “respect-
ful” throughout the interaction. 
Instead, many said, Khalif was 
“antagonizing” police and “playing 
the race card.” 

“This situation was escalated 
by the owners of the store, who 
refused to provide the informa-
tion needed to the police,” wrote 
Tiburon resident Diana Nhuch. 
“Turning this incident into a race 
debate is preposterous. No matter 
the color of the skin of whoever was 
in that store at 2 a.m. at night, the 
police would have stopped to check 
on what was going on in there.” 

Riva Berelson, a Tiburon resi-
dent, said she believed Khalif had 
harassed and provoked the police 
by claiming they were “picking on 
him” and making the interaction 
seem like it was racially motivated. 

“The Tiburon police were doing 
their job in a professional and 
kind manner, as they always do. 
He should have been grateful they 
were looking out for his benefit and 
safety,” she wrote. 

“Our town is not racist, let’s not 
start manufacturing issues we do 
not need in these troubled times.”

Maria Lambert, a Tiburon resi-
dent, said she has been questioned 
by police twice working late in 
her office on Mar West Street. She 
said on both occasions the officer 
knocked and asked her to identify 

herself and explain why she was 
there late at night. 

“I never felt threatened or con-
fronted by the police officers who 
came,” Lambert said. “On the con-
trary, I answered their questions, 
they thanked me and they made 
me feel safe.” 

After watching the video of the 
interaction between officers and 
Khalif, Lambert said she believed 
police acted correctly. 

“I don’t understand why some 
people would feel outraged by this 
incident. I realize our town officials 
are trying to be ‘delicate’ about any 
issue involving a Black American, 
but I did not see any bad behavior 
from police in the video,” Lambert 
said. “This was just a small incident 
where a resident chooses to antago-
nize a police officer on duty instead 
of welcoming his good services.” 

One commenter, Karl Hoppe, 
suggested the video of the incident 
should be used as a training mate-
rial for other police departments 
on how to properly handle similar 
situations. 

William Chow, a Tiburon resi-
dent, said he’s been pulled over by 
Tiburon police a handful of times, 
and has never felt it was due to his 
being Chinese American. After 
reviewing the police officer’s body-
camera footage, Chow said it was 
clear the first officer on scene, 
Madfes, acted “very professionally.” 

“I do not think this has anything 
to do with racial profiling,” Chow 
wrote. “Although the exchange 
became heated later on, clearly the 
owner of Yema acted confronta-
tional first and bringing in the race 
card.” 

Residents report other 
incidents

Amid both the defenses of the 
officers’ conduct and the calls for 
systemic change to local police 
departments, a handful of penin-
sula residents have shared their 
own experiences with Tiburon and 
Belvedere police, saying they were 
harassed or targeted because of 
their race. 

Karina Johanne Nielsen, a 
Tiburon resident and executive 
director of the Estuary & Ocean 
Science Center at the Romberg 
Tiburon Campus, wrote that mi-
nority students in her program 
who have traveled into Tiburon 
and Belvedere for their studies 
have been tracked and stopped by 
police. She said there have been 
instances of people in the neigh-
borhoods reporting her Black and 
brown students to police because 
they “look suspicious,” something 
that has never happened to her 
white students. 

“To protect my Black and brown 
students when they go to the field, 
I make sure they have a white stu-
dent or colleague as a field buddy 
to protect them from the racism in 
our community,” she said. “Yes, se-
riously. We have done this for years 
now.” 

Nielsen said one of her students 
was stopped on his bicycle in 
Tiburon “for simply being Black” 

and asked for identification and to 
show the contents of his backpack. 

“I wanted to report this at the 
time but the student feared there 
might be retribution, so I did not 
report it,” she said. 

Other long-time residents shared 
similar experiences, including 
Mark Loupe, who has lived in 
Tiburon for 27 years. Loupe said 
he has been confronted by police 
while washing his car in his drive-
way and was asked whether he 
owned the car. In another instance, 
he said, his wife was involved in a 
serious car crash on Paradise Drive 
and as an ambulance took her 
away, police asked Loupe where he 
lives and why he was in the area. 

“I’m calloused with these things,” 
he said at the meeting. 

Khalif recounted an incident ear-
lier in February when he said he 
had parked at The Cove Shopping 
Center and walked over to Tiburon 
Town Hall to apply for his business 
license. Upon returning to his car, 
he said, he was suddenly surround-
ed by six or seven police cars after 
someone reported seeing a Black 
man “touching people’s cars.” He 
said he complied with police when 
they questioned who he was and 
why he was in Tiburon and gave 
them his driver’s license. 

“There have been a lot of things 
that have happened that I have had 
to prove my existence to people in 
Tiburon,” he said. “Fast-forward to 
Friday morning, nothing is going 
on except three people working.” 

Philip Nieman of Tiburon said his 
kids were followed and stopped by 
local police numerous times while 
growing up in the community. 

His son, who is now 20, has been 
stopped eight or nine times by po-
lice, he said. 

“The time that sticks out the 
most is when he called me at mid-
night and said, ‘They are following 
me again.’” Nieman said. “I jumped 
in my car, I drove a few blocks and 
sure enough there were two squad 
cars following him and his white 
girlfriend down the street.” 

“I had to say to them, ‘That is 
my son, you’re not allowed to shoot 
him,’” Neiman recalled. “I got back, 
‘Sir, you’re accusing us of racially 
profiling and you’re being defen-
sive.’ That is the same language 
that officer used on those two shop 
keepers, and that is not OK.” 

Nieman said he reported the 
incident to the city and met with 
Cronin and Town Attorney Ben 
Stock, but the meeting was “very 
disappointing.” He later floated the 
idea to his kids to bring their photo-
graphs into the Police Department 
so officers would know they live in 
the community. 

“My kids, to their credit, said 
they didn’t want to register,” he 
said. “This is not apartheid South 
Africa.” 

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers 
the city of Belvedere, as well as 
crime, courts and public safety 
issues on the Tiburon Peninsula. 
Reach her at 415-944-4627.

 from page 29
———

13, though it allowed for outdoor 
malls and for hair salons and 
barbershops to move their chairs 
outside. 

In his news conference last 
week, Newsom announced he has 
eliminated California’s COVID-
19 monitoring list and replaced 
it with the “Blueprint for a Safer 
Economy,” which uses color-cod-
ed tiers to indicate the prevalence 
and rate of community spread of 
the virus in each county. The tiers 
were assigned that day and were 
to take effect Aug. 31. 

Instead of a single cutoff that 
either freezes activity under the 
monitoring list or lets counties 
reopen all sectors to the extent al-
lowed by the state, counties must 
work their way through the four-
tier system — and slowly reopen 
along the way.

Marin is among the 38 coun-
ties in the purple tier, indicating it 
still has widespread transmission 
risk, the equivalent of remaining 
on the monitoring list. The other 
categories are red, for substantial 
risk; orange, for moderate risk; 
and yellow, for mild risk.

Willis, however, says Marin is 
being fast-tracked to the red tier 
in part due to the county’s high 
testing rates. 

“We’ve prioritized testing from 
the beginning, and this is being 
recognized as a positive sign of 
our response,” he said in a press 
statement last week. “Yes, we’re 
seeing fewer cases, but we still 
have a long way to go. We need 
to protect these gains and stop 
transmission, so we can continue 
to move forward through this 
new framework.”

Meanwhile, Marin has also 
tuned its reported demographic 
data to add the number of active 
diagnosed coronavirus cases 
within each community, which 
it defines as all new infections 
reported in the previous 30 days. 
It then uses that figure to show a 
30-day new-case rate in each com-
munity per 100,000 residents. The 
per-100,000 metric is a standard 
way to find a common denomi-
nator that allows health officials 
to directly compare rates within 
communities of different sizes.

Tiburon, for instance has 50 
overall cases in a population of 
8,992 residents, which translates 
to 556 total cases per 100,000 
residents. Fourteen of those in-
fections have been reported in 
the past 30 days, a 30-day rate 
of 156 new infections per 100,000 
residents. Notably, broken down 
to a daily rate that would be 5.2 
new cases per 100,000 residents; 
if Tiburon were its own county, 
that would be enough to land the 
town in the red tier for “substan-
tial” transmission risk under the 
state’s new color-coded system.

By comparison, San Rafael’s 
94901 ZIP code, which includes 
the Canal-area outbreak, has 

1,684 total cases in a population 
of 41,157, or 4,092 overall cases 
per 100,000 residents. Of those, 
there have been 227 new cases in 
the past 30 days, a new-case rate 
of 552 per 100,000 residents.

The model has its flaws, as the 
county continues to decline to re-
port geographic-level data where 
cases are 10 or fewer. Officials 
say they want to protect patient 
privacy. But in communities with 
small populations, a figure within 
the undisclosed range could still 
signify a community outbreak. 

For example, the county is not 
reporting the number of new 
cases in Belvedere because it’s 10 
or fewer. But with a population 
of 1,901 residents, 10 new cases 
in Belvedere would be a 62.5-per-
cent increase over its current cu-
mulative total of 16, and it would 
reflect a new-case rate of 526 per 
100,000 residents — significantly 
closer to San Rafael’s outbreak 
than to Tiburon’s rate.

Belvedere’s 16 overall cases al-
ready represent one of Southern 
Marin’s highest cumulative rates, 
at 842 per 100,000 residents. Only 
Larkspur, at 1,047 per 100,000, 
and Marin City, at 1,332 per 
100,000, remain higher.

Strawberry’s 14 total cases 
among 5,427 residents trans-
late to 258 cumulative cases per 
100,000 residents. Like Belvedere, 
the number of new cases in the 
past 30 days is too few to be dis-
closed by the county.

Tiburon Peninsula: 50 diag-
nosed Tiburon cases, 16 Belvedere 
cases, 14 Strawberry cases per the 
Marin Department of Health and 
Human Services as of 4 p.m. Aug. 
31. Up from 44 cases in Tiburon 
and 13 in Strawberry, unchanged 
for Belvedere, the previous week. 

Marin: 3,927 diagnosed cases, 
3,557 recovered, 70 deaths, 12 
current hospitalizations per the 
Marin health department as of 4 
p.m. Aug. 31. Up from 3,706 cases, 
3,380 recovered and 68 deaths and 
down from 13 hospitalizations 
the previous week. Seven-day 
test positivity was 3.0 percent as 
of Aug. 31, the last reported date. 
Marin’s R-eff was 0.82 as of Aug. 
31, according to the California 
COVID Assessment Tool. 

California: 704,085 diag-
nosed cases, 12,933 deaths, per 
the California Department of 
Public Health as of Aug. 30. Up 
from 668,615 cases, 12,152 deaths 
the previous week. 

U.S.: 5,972,356 cases, 182,622 
deaths, per the U.S. Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention 
as of 1 p.m. Aug. 31. Up from 
5,682,491 cases and 176,223 
deaths the previous week.

World: 25,118,689 cases and 
844,312 deaths, per the World 
Health Organization as of 1 a.m. 
Aug. 31. Up from 23,311,719  
cases and 806,410 deaths the  
previous week.

 from page 5
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Gordon Essex Noble 
Gordon Essex Noble fell 

asleep in death on April 
5, 2020, in his home in 
Tiburon, California, sur-
rounded by family. 

Gordon was born on 
May 2, 1928 in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, to his parents, Har-
old and Mary Essex Noble. 
He grew up in Springfield, 
Massachusetts, and was in 
the first freshman class to 
enter Brown University 
after World War 2 ended. 
He was a proud alumnus 
and remained close with 
his classmates of 1950 for 
the rest of his life. 

He was a self-made man 
who achieved great success 
in the insurance business. 
He loved the San Francis-
co bay and made his per-
manent home in Tiburon, 
California. He joined the 
Corinthian Yacht Club in 
1977 and was a lifetime 
member. Over the 40 years 
he spent in Tiburon he 
enjoyed being a part of 
the community and spent 
time supporting local busi-
nesses. 

Gordon had a lust for 
life; he was an extraordi-
nary human being who 
had the common touch, 
but there was nothing 
common about him. He 
loved to sing Sinatra and 
is best known for his 
enchanting renditions, 
beautiful smile and twin-
kling eyes. He was well 
liked by all who met him 
and loved by all who had 
the opportunity to know 
him. 

Heartfelt thanks to the 
wonderful nurses Jun, 
Jay, and Manny that cared 
for him through his final 
days. His daughter Susan 

preceded him in death. 
He is survived by his wife 
Ingrid; his three sons, 
Gordon Jr.(Laura), Geof-
frey (Theresa), and Mark 
(Alpin); stepdaughters 
Michelle, Danielle, and 
Heidi; his grandchildren 
Sofie, Samuel (Summer), 
Forrest (Sierra), Eden, 
Nymbl (Enrique), Jaycee, 
Devyn, Natalie (Matthew), 
Brittney, and Wesley; 
and great-grandchildren 
Logan, Knox, Isabella, 
Santana, and Trajan. A 
virtual memorial date 
has not been set yet. For 
information please email 
GordonNobleMemorial@
gmail.com. 

Eloise Rauscher 
Eloise Rauscher passed 

away peacefully on August 
13th, 2020, from natural 
causes. She was 95 years 
old. 

She was born in San 
Francisco and gradu-
ated from Polytechnic 
High School in 1942. She 

studied at Mills College 
in Oakland and the San 
Francisco Art Institute. 
She married Eugene 
Rauscher in 1948 and 
worked at and owned the 
Star Bakery in SF prior to 
moving to Belvedere in 
1953. She was a long-time 
resident of Belvedere and 
was married to Eugene for 
58 years. 

She was an accom-
plished painter and sculp-
tor in Marin. She served 
on many boards, including 
the Marin Art Guild, as art 
director of the Belvedere-
Tiburon Landmark Soci-
ety, and as president of the 
Marin Society of Artists. 
She was also an active 
member of the Audubon 
Society. She often volun-
teered by teaching the 
blind to paint. She loved 
to do mixed-media paint-
ings even up to the age 
of 95. 

Eloise was an avid ten-
nis player at the Belvedere 
Tennis Club, sailor on 
the Belvedere Lagoon, 
member of the San Fran-
cisco Yacht Club and an 
avid 49ers fan. She loved 
camping in Yosemite and 
going on trips to Poipu 

Beach, Kauai. She loved 
annual Fourth of July 
parties with relatives and 
friends and pets of any 
kind. Eugene passed away 
in 2007. She is survived by 
her son, Mark Rauscher, 
daughter Michele Begley, 
son-in-law Richard, and 
grandson Michael. She 
will be missed. The family 
suggests memorial contri-
butions be made to the 
Richardson Bay Audubon 
Center, richardsonbay.
audubon.org. 

Dr. Fereydoon Soofer 
Dr. Fereydoon Soofer 

died peacefully at home 
on Wednesday, July 29th, 
2020, surrounded by his 
entire beloved family after 
a valiant battle with can-
cer. He was 81. 

Fereydoon was born 
on June 23rd, 1939, 
in Tehran, Iran, to his 
proud parents, Mohtaram 
and Davood Soofer. In 
1957, Fereydoon left for 
America with only a suit-
case and his well-known 
accessory, his accordion, 
in hand. Fereydoon met a 
Scottish girl, Rhonda Pau-
line McNally, of Glasgow, 
Scotland, while studying at 
University of California at 
San Francisco as a student 
of pharmacology. Soon 
after, they fell in love and 
were married on Novem-
ber 2, 1965, in Tehran. Mr. 
Soofer joined the family 
pharmaceutical business 
and he and Rhonda had 
three children, Kaveh, 
Guiv and Sharona. 

After losing their family 
business due to the Ira-
nian Revolution, in 1978 
Fereydoon and Rhonda 
returned to the city they 

fell in love in. Fereydoon 
started the second chap-
ter of his life overlooking 
the San Francisco Bay in 
Tiburon and remained in 
the same house for 40 plus 
years. Fereydoon started 
Strawberry Pharmacy in 
Mill Valley and was the 
head pharmacist for five 
years. 

In 1984, he joined his 
friend Faramarz Petri, 
also of Tiburon, in found-
ing Plastikon Industries, 
an injection molding 
company in the East Bay. 
Fereydoon remained the 
president of Plastikon, one 
of their group of compa-
nies, until his retirement 
in 2016. He remained 
an active member of the 
board, continuing to travel 
to China and throughout 
the United States until 
he was unable to do so 
because of Covid. 

In addition to business 
trips, Fereydoon loved 
to travel with friends 
and family. His favorite 
traveling partner was his 
beloved wife of 54 years, 
and there wasn’t a country 

or adventure they weren’t 
eager to experience. One 
place he loved to the visit 
the most was his beloved 
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico. 
This was his happy place 
and a great source of joy 
he loved to share with 
everyone. He had a zest 
for life like no other. 
Whether he participated 
in the Tiburon Triathlon 
at the age of 75 or braved 
banana-boat rides for the 
sake of his grandchildren, 
Fereydoon was always 
game and present. 

Fereydoon, aka Papa, 
was the doting grandfather 
to 11 grandchildren, who 
were his biggest source 
of pride. There wasn’t a 
school milestone, birthday 
or sporting event — even 
in torrential downpour 
rain — that he wasn’t pres-
ent for. 

Fereydoon was a larger 
than life figure who added 
color to any room with his 
famous smile and zest for 
life. His absence will leave 
a gaping hole in all who 
were lucky to know him. 

Fereydoon is survived by 
his wife, Rhonda, his chil-
dren Kaveh (Lida) Soofer 
of Tiburon, Guiv (Deb-
bie) Soofer of Tiburon, 
Sharona (Afshin) Veiseh 
of Los Angeles and 11 
grandchildren: Brandon, 
Sydney, Michael, Elliott, 
Andrew, Devon, Dylan, 
Tyler, Hudson, Blake 
and Bryce, as well as his 
brothers Dariush (Mona) 
Soofer and Jamshid (Fari-
deh) Soofer of Beverly 
Hills. He is predeceased 
by his brother Iraj Soofer 
of Paris, France.

Services have been held. 

In Memoriam

To place a paid notice, visit thearknewspaper.com/obituaries or call 415-435-2652.

California’s new tier system takes a more 
granular look at case rates and a county’s 
ability to test and respond while the state 
rebalances some priorities for economic re-
openings based on new understandings of 
risk, such as the low risk of transmission 
during outdoor activity compared with in-
doors. The stated goal of the adjustments is 
to make it more difficult for a county to move 
to the next tier, to help contain transmissions 
and reduce hospitalizations.

One familiar metric will be calculated and 
represented in a new way. To be removed 
from California’s monitoring list, Marin’s per-
capita case-rate target needed to drop below 
100 new infections per 100,000 residents over 
a rolling 14-day average. Now the county will 
look at per-capita case rates over seven-day 
averages, then represent this as the daily 
rate. The watch-list figure — the purple tier 
of the color-coded system — is essentially 
unchanged but it is now represented as seven 
new daily cases per 100,000 residents. 

As a second metric in each tier, the state 
continues to use test positivity, which shows 
the percentage of new cases for each test per-

formed instead of per capita. The purple tier 
for widespread transmission continues the 
monitoring-list rate of 8 percent.

Where a county meets one metric for a tier 
but not the other, a county must remain in the 
stricter tier and cannot advance. Additionally, 
once a county moves into a new tier, it must 
remain there for at least three weeks before 
it can advance again, and it must qualify 
for the next new tier for at least two weeks 
before moving into it. Further, a county can 
only move forward one tier at a time, even if 
they qualify for a more-advanced tier — an 
effort to prevent the types of rollbacks previ-
ously seen in Marin and elsewhere across the 
state.

During the first weeks of the new sys-
tem, however, some purple-tier counties like 
Marin may move to the red tier more quickly 
than three weeks. The initial tier assignment 
backfills the previous two weeks of reporting 
data, which count toward the three-week tier 
minimum and toward the two-week qualify-
ing minimum for advancement. 

On Aug. 31, with a seven-day reporting lag, 
Marin showed an average of 5.9 daily cases 
per 100,000 residents over the past week and 
3-percent test positivity. The positivity-rate 
would be enough to move Marin to the or-
ange, or moderate-risk tier, but the case rate 
falls in the range for the red, or substantial-
risk tier. As a county can only advance one 

tier at a time, if Marin’s numbers hold, it can 
move into the red tier as soon as next week 
and be able to press forward with reopening 
more economic activity.

Marin’s current purple-tier status means 
all schools, for example, must still remain 
closed to in-class instruction, except for el-
ementary schools that obtain a waiver. No 
Tiburon Peninsula schools, including those 
within the Reed Union School District or 
St. Hilary Catholic School, have sought the 
waiver.

But when the county moves to the red tier 
for two weeks, all schools will be able to re-
open without a waiver.

A county can roll back to a less-advanced 
tier if its case rate or test positivity fall off 
for two consecutive weeks, and counties will 
have three days to implement sector changes 
and closures unless immediate action is re-
quired. At any point, county and state public-
health officials can also “determine targeted 
interventions or county-wide modifications 
necessary to address impacted hospital ca-
pacity and drivers of disease transmission, 
as needed,” the state’s guidelines say.

Kevin Hessel is The Ark’s executive editor. 
Reach him at 415-435-2652, on Twitter at 
@thearknewspaper and on Facebook at 
fb.me/thearknewspaper.

 continued from page 30
———  WIDESPREAD More than 7 More than 8%

 Many non-essential indoor business daily new cases (per 100k) positive tests
 operations are closed

 SUBSTANTIAL 4-7 5-8%
 Some non-essential indoor business daily new cases (per 100k) positive tests
 operations are closed

 MODERATE 1-3.9 2-4.9%
 Some indoor business operations daily new cases (per 100k) positive tests
 are open with modifications

 MINIMAL Less than 1 Less than 2%
 Most indoor business operations daily new cases (per 100k) positive tests
 are open with modifications

SOURCE: STATE OF CALIFORNIA ARK GRAPHIC
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just all residents in Belvedere but to those in 
Tiburon, Strawberry and Mill Valley. 

“Anyone can respond. I didn’t pick the 
respondents, and that was part of my criti-
cism (of the task force’s survey). The sam-
ple should be representative of the entire 
population,” he said, not just friends of the 
committee.

Bryan Kemnitzer, chair of the Parks and 
Open Space Committee, said he’s worried 
Murray’s survey isn’t limited to Belvedere 
and doesn’t include safeguards. 

“It’s unfortunate that he sent it essen-
tially out to the world without limiting it to 
Belvedere participants and without any way 
to prevent someone from filling it out 150 
times,” Kemnitzer said. 

Kemnitzer said respondents to the official 
survey are required to provide their email 
address and check a box that confirms they 
live in Belvedere. 

Murray said his goal was to open up the 
survey to anyone who might use Artist’s 
View open space or have an opinion about 
its future use. 

“If it was inclusive of all the people who 
might use (Artist’s View) in this area, my 
thought was, what’s good for them is good 
for us,” Murray said in an interview. “If we 
can use the paths up on the hills in Tiburon 
and Mill Valley, why shouldn’t they be able 
to use ours?”

Last year, the parks committee identi-
fied Artist’s View as a top candidate for the 
city’s public lanes initiative to revamp unim-
proved or derelict walking lanes throughout 
the city. But neighbors whose properties 
abut or overlook Artist’s View immediately 
expressed concern that a path or stairway 
would create an attractive nuisance and 

bring unwanted visitors to the site. Two 
neighbors — Michael Davis of Belvedere 
Avenue and Klaus Johannsmeier of Blanding 
Lane — have hired an attorney to help them 
oppose the project. 

Despite the neighbors’ opposition, parks 
committee members have continued to push 
for a pathway in the space, which was deed-
ed to the city in 1976. It has sat undeveloped 
and wild for decades, with only a narrow 
dirt footpath running down to the water. 

The committee has tapped landscape 
architects to come up with a design for a 
path or staircase in Artist’s View, which 
will be paid for through a combination of 
city funds and private donations. Initial es-
timates showed the project costing upward 
of $300,000, but the design has since been 
simplified in an attempt to keep costs down 
and quell some neighbors’ concerns. 

The questions in Murray’s survey delve 
into the project’s cost, upkeep, safety, park-
ing issues and potential for noise and nui-
sance. One question asks how important the 
immediate neighbors’ opinions and concerns 
are to the project.

“The point I try to emphasize is there are 
neighbors who have objected to it because 
of the situation that arose down the street 
at the Lava House,” Murray said, referring 
to three contiguous lots with partially built 
structures owned by the Ganz family that 
became a hotbed for underage drinking, 
graffiti and trespassing. “They tore the 
place up and eventually had to put a fence 
around it. They could potentially move that 
situation down to Artist’s View.” 

It also asks respondents their opinion 
about the intention of former Belvedere 
resident Mason Wells, who deeded Artist’s 
View to the city in 1976 for “scenic, hiking 
and open-space purposes.” The deed stipu-

lates that no improvements should be con-
structed inconsistent with those uses but 
specifically allows for “pathway and stair-
way improvements.” 

Murray’s survey asks whether other im-
provements, such as picnic tables, a boat 
dock, park benches or a dog run, should be 
considered given the language of the deed. 

On Nextdoor, Murray’s survey has drawn 
a mixed reaction, with some calling his 
questions “leading” and “biased” — similar 
to the critique Murray and others gave the 
original survey. 

“I just took the survey and was stunned 
at how completely biased it is, with leading 
and loaded questions,” Belvedere resident 
Sally Newsom said. “They don’t try to hide 
the result they are going for.” 

Murray, however, maintained the ques-
tions are “straightforward.” He said he 
doesn’t hold a strong opinion about a path-
way in Artist’s View but said he has “em-
pathy” for the people living next to the site 
because they’ll hear visitors if it’s developed. 

Others lauded Murray for creating an al-
ternative to the Belvedere lane task force’s 
“extremely biased” survey. 

“This is a great survey and takes into ac-
count the many pieces of info needed to be 
able to form an opinion on this issue,” wrote 
Kevin and Barry Kuhn, Belvedere residents 
who are opposed to the project. “Please let 
your opinions be known so all of Belvedere 
can weigh in, not just friends of the (Parks 
and Open Space Committee).” 

The original survey was distributed in 
April to some 220 Belvedere residents, most 
of whom were acquaintances of parks com-
mittee members or members of the San 
Francisco Yacht Club, according to Carolyn 
Lund, the task force member in charge of the 
survey. 

More than 90 people responded, and re-
sults shared at the parks committee’s July 
16 meeting showed the majority in favor 
of building a “meandering” pathway in the 
city-owned open space.

At the July meeting, a number of neighbors 
and other community members, including 
Murray, expressed concern the survey didn’t 
include information about the project’s cost, 
upkeep or potential nuisances and noted it 
was only sent to friends and acquaintances 
of parks-committee members. 

“You’re not reflecting the sentiment of 
Belvedere here. You’re reflecting the people 
who responded to it, who were directly bi-
ased to the committee,” Murray said at the 
hearing. “I’ve done a lot of statistical work, 
and this is not a random survey — it’s a bi-
ased survey.” 

The committee voted in July to reopen the 
survey to allow all Belvedere residents to 
respond. 

Joan Barth, a Belvedere resident, wrote a 
Letter to the Editor published Aug. 19 in The 
Ark in which she applauded Murray’s com-
ments and concerns regarding the original 
survey’s validity. 

“All members of this community should 
get a vote in how city money is spent on 
the creation, and most importantly, on the 
maintenance of such a project,” Barth wrote. 
“Why add more to our Public Works team 
and future city funds?” 

Kemnitzer said he does not plan to ask 
Murray to take his survey down, though its 
unclear whether the parks committee will 
take that survey’s results into consideration. 

Reporter Hannah Weikel covers the city 
of Belvedere, as well as crime, courts and 
public safety issues on the Tiburon Penin-
sula. Reach her at 415-944-4627.

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149429

Notice: This statement expires on 
8/4/2025. A new FBN statement must 
be filed no more than 40 days from 

expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
DRAWDOWN BAY AREA
377 CHAPMAN DRIVE
CORTE MADERA, CA 94925
THE PRAXIS GROUP
2131 TACOMA AVENUE
MARTINEZ, CA 94553
This business is conducted by a 

corporation
/s/Mark Westwind, President
2131 Tacoma Avenue
Martinez, CA 94553
FILED: July 6, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Gilardi

Ark Legal 3591 Aug 12, 19, 26, Sept 
2, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149333

Notice: This statement expires on 
7/24/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 
expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

AM/PM TOW
2822 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR WAY
OAKLAND, CA 94612

AYUB YUSUF AZAM
2822 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR WAY
OAKLAND, CA 94612
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Ayub Yusuf Azam, Owner
P.O. Box 1414
Mill Valley, CA 94942
FILED: July 24, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3592 Aug 12, 19, 26, Sept 
2, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149399

Notice: This statement expires on 
7/31/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 
expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

ELLEN DOUGLAS & ASSOCIATES
14 STADIUM WAY
KENTFIELD, CA 94904
ELLEN DOUGLAS
14 STADIUM WAY
KENTFIELD, CA 94904
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Ellen Douglas, CEO
14 Stadium Way
Kentfield, CA 94904
FILED: July 31, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: O. Labato

Ark Legal 3595 Aug 19, 26, Sept 2, 
9, 20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149431

Notice: This statement expires on 
8/4/2025. A new FBN statement must 
be filed no more than 40 days from 

expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
NORTH SEA TOUR & TRAVEL
458 GREENWOOD BEACH RD.
TIBURON, CA 94920
SIDSEL MOLLER
458 GREENWOOD BEACH RD.
TIBURON, CA 94920
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Sidsel Moller, Owner
458 Greenwood Beach Rd.
Tiburon, CA 94920
FILED: August 4, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: S. Oliva

Ark Legal 3596 Aug 19, 26, Sept 2, 
9, 20

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149547

Notice: This statement expires on 
8/20/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 
expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

EP CONVEYANCE
100 CIELO LN.
NOVATO, CA 94949
JOSEPH SOLIS
100 CIELO LN.
NOVATO, CA 94949
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Joseph Solis, Owner
100 Cielo Ln.
Novato, CA 94949
FILED: August 20, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. M

Ark Legal 3600 Aug 26, Sept 2, 9, 
16, 2020

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Tiburon Design Review Board

Thursday, September 17, 2020 7:00 
P.M.

Town Council Chambers, 1505 Tiburon 
Boulevard

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Design Review Board of the Town of 
Tiburon will hold a public meeting to 
consider, among others, the request of:
1868 Mountain View ; Assessor’s Parcel 
No. 059-042-16; File Nos. DR2019-118/
VAR2019-023 and Floor Area Exception; 
Ryan Bedrosian Owner; Consideration 
of Site Plan and Architectural Review 
for construction of approximately 2,518 
square foot additions to an existing Single 
Family residence, improvements to the 
existing driveway, new pathways a new 
uncovered driveway pad and a new 600 
square foot Accessory dwelling unit. The 

project includes a floor area exception of 
444square feet; variance for excess lot 
coverage of 27.4% when the maximum 
lot coverage of 15% is allowed in RO-2 
zone.
Consistent with the Marin County Public 
Health Officer’s April 29, 2020 legal order 
to shelter at home until May 31, 2020, 
and Executive Orders No. N-25-20 and 
N-29-20 from the Executive Department 
of the State of California, the Design 
Review Board meeting will not be physi-
cally open to the public and all Board 
Members will be teleconferencing into 
the meeting. To maximize public safety 
while still maintaining transparency and 
public access, members of the public can 
access the meeting by following live at a 
video link or conference call number that 
will be provided on the agenda in advance 
of each meeting.
Information on the application is available 
for review in the Tiburon Community 
Development Department, Tiburon Town 
Hall, 1505 Tiburon Boulevard, Tiburon, 
CA 94920 by scheduling an appointment 
at 415-435-7390 and on the Tiburon 
Community Development Department’s 
website at http://www.townoftiburon.
org/357/Projects-Under-Review. Written 
comments are welcome and must be 
received by the Planning Division on or 
before the Monday prior to the meet-
ing date. Questions should be directed 
to Dina Tasini, Director of Community 
Development, at 415-435-7393 or at 
dtasini@townoftiburon.org.
Public comment is invited. If you cannot 
attend the meetings, you may send a 
letter to the Planning Division at 1505 

Tiburon Boulevard, Tiburon CA 94920 or 
email your comments to the Kris Bernard 
at kbernard@townoftiburon.org.
IF YOU CHALLENGE IN COURT ANY 
MATTER DESCRIBED ABOVE, YOU 
MAY BE LIMITED TO RAISING ONLY 
THOSE ISSUES RAISED AT THE PUBLIC 
MEETING, DESCRIBED IN THIS NOTICE, 
OR IN WRITTEN CORRESPONDENCE 
DELIVERED AT, OR PRIOR TO, THE 
ABOVE REFERENCED PUBLIC MEETING 
(Government Code Section 65009 (b) (2).)
Ark Legal 3601 Sept 2, 2020

TOWN OF TIBURON
Notice of RESCHEDULED Public 

Hearing
MILL VALLEY REFUSE SERVICE RATE 

INCREASE
Wednesday, September 16, 2020, 5:00 

p.m.
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Tiburon Town Council will hold a public 
hearing on the proposed rate increase 
by Mill Valley Refuse Service for refuse 
collection and recycling services on 
Wednesday, September 16, 2020 at 5:00 
p.m. 
Consistent with the Marin County Public 
Health Officer’s May 18, 2020 legal order 
to shelter at home until further notice, 
and Executive Orders No. N-25-20 and 
N-29-20 from the Executive Department 
of the State of California, the Town Council 
meeting will not be physically open to 
the public and all council members will 

Legal Notices LEGAL NOTICE ADVERTISING RATES
Fictitious business name statements are $65 for one business and one registrant, $5 each additional name, for four weeks;  

name changes are $120. Trustee sales start at $170. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday. 

Call 415-435-2652 or email legals@thearknewspaper.com for additional pricing and to place your notice today!

———
See 

America
didn’t NOTICE?

What if
Public legal notices help expose:
   •fraud in government!

•dishonest businesses!
•unfair competitive practices!

Participate in Democracy.  
Read your Legal Notices.

Survey, continued from page 5
———



By CAROL BENET
cbenet@thearknewspaper.com
———

With a title like “Please Look 
After Mom,” you might ex-
pect a young adult novel or 

a sappy account of a child taking care 
of a parent. When you read the open-
ing of Kyung-sook Shin’s book, where 
a mother, Park So-nyo, disappears in 
a Seoul train station, you might think 
you are entering “Gone Girl” or “The 
Girl on the Train” territory of cheesy 
psychological thrillers.

Not at all. Once the premise is set 
down at the beginning — Park So-
nyo is separated from her husband in 
a busy train station while traveling 
from their home in the Korean coun-
tryside to visit their grown children 
in Seoul — the novel becomes a study 
of family and time in modern Korea 
that reflects on the war years and 
how they survived. We learn about 
the family’s reactions as they des-
perately attempt to find the mother 
while drawing on memories of their 
lives together and their feelings of 
guilt at not being kinder to or more 
understanding of her. It is mostly the 
story of an extraordinary woman who 
lived, survived and raised a family in 
a small village during and after the 
Korean War.

The style cleverly shifts from 
second- to third-person narration 
throughout. The two adult children 
living in Seoul and her husband des-
perately search for her. The daughter, 
Chi-hon, is a successful writer, an 
irony as the mother cannot read 
and enjoy her books. The eldest son, 

Hyong-chol, is a realtor for high-rise 
apartments in Seoul. In his remem-
brances, their father eventually feels 
responsible for leaving his wife behind 
and losing her in the station. His is an 
unusual form of narrative where he is 
talking to “you” all the time, the “you” 
either being the reader or himself. 

The mother was 69 and had already 
shown some signs of forgetfulness. 
Throughout their life together, her 
husband always walked ahead of her 
as if in a hurry like Aeneas, who in 
Virgil’s “Aeneid” famously left his 
wife, Creusa, behind as they were 
rushing away from a blazing Troy, 
never to see her again. Aeneas was 
then free to start his own life on his 
way westward, on the way dallying 
with Dido in Carthage before ending 
up in Rome, where he founded the 

Italian nation. This is an old story of 
men rushing ahead, carelessly leave 
their wives behind.

The adult children and their father 
place signs everywhere, hand out 
fliers, question the authorities and 
various people the mother might have 
encountered as they go back to places 
they think she might have gone to find 
them in her confusion. They search 
places where the two children lived 
earlier, but so much has changed that 
the neighborhoods are unrecognizable 
now.

Each of these three characters has 
their own stories that are so well told. 
The son was a wizard at school and 
expected to be accepted at the most 
competitive university and become 
a prosecutor. This was his mother’s 
dream for him, but in his final exam, 
he did not qualify. Instead he became 
a realtor. 

The unmarried daughter is self-
sufficient and, much to her mother’s 
chagrin, often travels on planes. The 
daughter has a boyfriend and is satis-
fied with her life as it is.

The father is a complete study, as 
this man, once home in his village 
where he thought his wife might have 
returned, is completely helpless with-
out her, as she always did everything 
for him. Yet through the years he was 
ever ungrateful and had no clue of 
how resourceful she was.

And the mother, so carefully por-
trayed, was a marvel at being able to 
cope with all kinds of adversity. In her 
generosity, everything and everyone 

Books

Family’s regrets explored  
in ‘Please Look After Mom’

———
See 
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Classifieds CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING RATES
Classified ads are $25, up to four lines, for the first two-week insertion; $10 for each additional week.  

Additional lines are $5 per week. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday.

Call us at 415-435-2652 or email classifieds@thearknewspaper.com to place your ad today!

FOR RENT – HOMES
RALPH’S BEST PICKS
HAPPY SUMMER!
BEL 4BR/3BA WATERFRONT $10K
BEL 5BR/31/2BA POOL $13K
TIB 4BR/4BA WATERFRONT $17K
RALPH GIMPEL, AGT  
415-516-3308

FOR RENT - FURNISHED
DOWNTOWN TIBURON OVER WATER 
Large 1BR/1BA, beautifully furnished, 
city views, deck, cleaning included, pet 
OK.  $3600/mo. Please call 415-435-
2619 www.waypointrentals.com

FOR SALE
BMW 318TI, 1996 with 64,000 miles. 
Yes, that’s all. One owner, no accidents 
and cared for by BMW San Rafael. Man-
ual transmission. A few body scrapes 
need fixing. Will sacrifice for $2,000.00 
OBO Call Barbro Greene, 415-806-
3007 or home 415-435-0270

S.C. GILE OILS We have two S.C. Gile 
paintings for sale. Please call 415-
377-8712 for details.

LANDSCAPER
LANDSCAPER AVAILABLE Many 
years of experience in yard clean-up. 
Services include hauling, planting, and 
mulch installation. Tiburon local. Email 

lenita_bracy@yahoo.com or call 
510-857-3541

TORRES LANDSCAPING MAINTE-
NANCE Irrigation System Repair & 

Please call Eber Torres 415-717-
5723 or torres.eber@hotmail.com

CAREGIVER

NURSE’S AID Many years of 
experience. Will go to home, live-in 
or out, will drive to appointments and 
prepare meals. Part-time or full-time. 
Kind and reliable. Excellent local 
references. Call Dina 415-879-2637

CAREGIVER TEAM Looking for an 
accomplished, dedicated caregiving 
team skilled in providing hospice, 
dementia, Parkinson’s, diabetic or 
general senior care? With a combined 
work history of 80 years, this skilled 
team (4 women & 1 man) have worked 
with singels, couples and groups 
privately and through agencies, senior 
living communities, and nursing homes. 
A senior focused caregiving team that 
are available for long and short care 
assignments (including weekends & 
overnights and come with solid local 
references. For more information, 
please call 415-580-5103 (Doris) 
or email clreplies777@gmail.com 
(Bonnee).

CAREGIVER Things that I can do: 
Drive to doctors, grocery market. Do all 
shopping at good prices. Do all cooking 
meals plus baking, house cleaning, 
laundry, some gardening. Get mail/
newspaper or anything else that needs 
to be done. I lived in Tiburon for 50 
years. Prefer live-in. Also if need a dance 
partner. References plus. Call Luigi 
415-672-1480.

PERSONAL ASSISTANT
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES with 
28 yrs. UCSF experience, meal prep, 
personal shopping. Tiburon resident. 
Contact Christine 415-999-7956 or 
mok.christine@gmail.com

ARK ADS WORK!  Call 415-435-2652

REAL ESTATE

Is it time to sell? Will I get the best 
value for my property? How long does 
the process take? Contact Vladimir 
Algin at 707-236-2467 or vladimir@
mikkimoves.com, MikkiMoves 
Real Estate Inc., today for a free, 
no-obligation evalutation of your plan 
to help you start your next chapter. 
DRE#02112723

TUTORING

MUSIC PRODUCTION & SOFTWARE 
TUTORING Learn basics of recording, 
theory, and more. No prior knowledge 
needed! Price negotiable. Contact: 
mitchellaustrian@gmail.com

cshaver@thearknewspaper.com
———

I had clients contact me because they were downsiz-
ing and wanted to sell their 50-piece collection of 
inherited Asian art via Christie’s New York. The 

auction house suggested they contact an Asian-art ap-
praiser first to see if the property would meet their busi-
ness guidelines, including the minimum sale amount of 
$10,000 for an individual property. It was my job to go 
through the objects to see which ones would meet that 
criteria. I also contacted Sotheby’s and Bonhams to find 
out their minimum. Sotheby’s has a $5,000 minimum 
and sells Chinese, Indian and Southeast Asian art, but 
doesn’t handle Japanese or Korean material. Bonhams 
has sold all Asian art continuously and has $2,500 mini-
mum per property.

I used my laptop to video-chat with the clients, with 
my tablet and phone for search tools. The client had an-
other person holding the phone for video while they lift-
ed or turned the property around and over for me to see. 
We focused in on signatures on paper and the details of 
the ceramics. I was to triage the material, suggesting 
places to sell, the best size of auction for the type of ma-
terial and what further research needed to be done.

I elaborated on the themes of the Japanese woodblock 
prints and talked of the Japanese Satsuma ware with the 
many colors and attention to detail. I was keenly aware 
of time and would group similar properties and discuss 
shape or theme, such as a bandana tied around the fore-

Notes from  
an Appraiser

Chinese 
vase meets 
minimum 
value to be 
sold at auction

———
See 



Ingredients
2 lbs. Yukon gold potatoes, sliced ¼-inch thick
2 medium zucchini, sliced into ½-inch rounds
1 red onion, thinly sliced
1 eggplant, cut into rounds and quartered
4 garlic cloves, thinly sliced
1 tablespoon fresh oregano, minced
Salt and pepper
6 plum tomatoes, cored and sliced into rounds
¼ cup olive oil
2 ounces crumbled feta cheese
¼ cup fresh basil and parsley

Heat oven to 425 F. Place the potatoes in a bowl 
with ½ cup of water and microwave until the 
potatoes are just tender. Pour off the water and 
place the potatoes, zucchini, onion, eggplant, 
garlic, oregano, salt and pepper on a sheet pan 
and cover with the sliced tomatoes and olive 
oil. Bake for about 25 minutes, until vegetables 
are cooked through. Remove the casserole from 
the oven and sprinkle with feta. Turn the oven 
to broil and brown the top of the casserole. 
Sprinkle with the basil and parsley. Enjoy!

The Strawberry Recreation District is 
located at 118 E. Strawberry Drive. All 
classes are held at the center unless other-
wise noted. For more information or to en-
roll, visit strawberry.marin.org or contact 
the district at 415-383-6494 or admin@
strawberryrec.org.

Fall Pathways: 8:30 a.m.-2 p.m. or 8:30 
a.m.-5 p.m. Sept. 8-25; $995 per week or 
$1,495 for three weeks. Programs designed 
for kids grades K-5 participating in dis-
tance-learning programs. Youth Program 

Coordinators will help students connect 
with their programs, provide an environ-
ment for learning, assist with homework 
and keep students on track with school 
requirements, along with sports, arts and 
crafts and outdoor activities. 

Fall Steppingstones: 2-5 p.m. Sept. 
14-Oct. 2; $585. Science projects, arts and 
crafts, sports, story time, music and more 
for ages 4-11.

Submitted by Strawberry Recreation  
District General Manager Nancy Shapiro. 
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Robin’s Recipes by Robin Scott Wray

Greek casserole

ROBIN SCOTT WRAY / FOR THE ARK

Connect with Strawberry Rec

Weekend/holiday ferry: Pier 41 (effective March 23)

Depart Pier 41 Arrive Tiburon Depart Tiburon Arrive Pier 41
(service suspended)

Weekday ferry: Pier 41 (effective March 23)

Depart Pier 41 Arrive Tiburon Depart Tiburon Arrive Pier 41
(service suspended)

BLUE & GOLD HOLIDAYS: No service Thanksgiving or Christmas days.  
Holiday schedule Labor Day, Thanksgiving Friday, New Year’s Day or Presidents Day.

NO SERVICE: Weekends, New Year’s Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Weekday Route 219/219F shuttle bus
Depart 

Strawberry 
Reed &  

Belvedere

Arrive 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Depart 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Arrive 
Strawberry 

Reed & 
Belvedere*

6:18 am 6:30 am 6:38 am 6:53 am
7:19 am 7:45 am 7:54 am 8:12 am
7:45 am 8:05 am 8:27 am 8:46 am
8:26 am 8:55 am 8:59 am 9:18 am
8:46 am 9:02 am 9:27 am 9:46 am
9:18 am 9:34 am - - - - - -
9:46 am 10:02 am 10:08 am 10:20 am

10:20 am 10:36 am 10:43 am 10:55 am
10:55 am 11:11 am 11:18 am 11:30 am
11:30 am 11:46 pm 11:53 am 12:05 pm
12:05 pm 12:21 pm 12:34 pm 12:46 pm
12:46 pm 1:02 pm 1:08 pm 1:20 pm
1:20 pm 1:36 pm 1:38 pm 1:48 pm
1:54 pm 2:10 pm 2:14 pm 2:24 pm
2:30 pm 2:46 pm 2:56 pm 3:12 pm
3:18 pm 3:38 pm 3:47 pm 4:08 pm
3:38 pm 3:58 pm 4:19 pm 4:40 pm
4:08 pm 4:28 pm 5:00 pm 5:28 pm
4:40 pm 5:00 pm 5:27 pm 5:48 pm
5:28 pm 5:48 pm 5:57 pm 6:18 pm
5:48 pm 6:08 pm 6:20 pm 6:43 pm
6:18 pm 6:38 pm 6:52 pm 7:10 pm
7:10 pm 7:26 pm 7:30 pm 7:55 pm
7:55 pm 8:11 pm 8:14 pm 8:26 pm
8:26 pm 8:40 pm 8:40 pm 9:00 pm

Trips in bold type are timed to the weekday Golden 
Gate Ferry commuter ferry and make neighborhood 
stops. Look for buses marked “219F.”

Weekend Route 219 shuttle bus
Depart 

Strawberry 
Reed &  

Belvedere

Arrive 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Depart 
Tiburon  
Tiburon  
& Main

Arrive 
Strawberry 

Reed &  
Belvedere*

7:43 am 7:59 am 8:06 am 8:18 am
8:18 am 8:34 am 8:41 am 8:53 am
8:53 am 9:09 am 9:16 am 9:28 am
9:28 am 9:44 am 9:51 am 10:03 am

10:03 am 10:19 am 10:26 am 10:38 am
10:38 am 10:54 am 11:01 am 11:13 am
11:13 am 11:29 am 11:36 am 11:48 am
11:48 am 12:04 pm 12:11 pm 12:23 am
12:23 pm 12:39 pm 12:46 pm 12:58 pm
12:58 pm 1:14 pm 1:21 pm 1:33 pm
1:33 pm 1:49 pm 1:56 pm 2:08 pm
2:08 pm 2:24 pm 2:31 pm 2:43 pm
2:43 pm 2:59 pm 3:06 pm 3:18 pm
3:18 pm 3:34 pm 3:41 pm 3:53 pm
3:53 pm 4:09 pm 4:16 pm 4:28 pm
4:28 pm 4:44 pm 4:51 pm 5:03 pm
5:03 pm 5:19 pm 5:26 pm 5:38 pm
5:38 pm 5:54 pm 6:01 pm 6:13 pm
6:13 pm 6:29 pm 6:36 pm 6:48 pm
6:48 pm 7:04 pm 7:11 pm 7:23 pm
7:23 pm 7:39 pm 7:46 pm 7:58 pm

* = Most routes continue to the Redwood Highway 
frontage road at the Highway 101 north ramps.

For a complete schedule, with map and times 
for other major stops, visit marintransit.org/
routes/219.html.

TIBURON PENINSULA TRANSIT SCHEDULES
W A L K     B I K E     F E R R Y     B U S

Commuter ferry: S.F. Ferry Building (effective March 23) 
Depart Tiburon Arrive Ferry Bldg. Depart Ferry Bldg. Arrive Tiburon

(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)
(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)

7:55 am 8:45 am (suspended) (suspended)
(suspended) (suspended) - - - - - -

- - - - - - 4:25 pm 5:15 pm
5:25 pm 5:50 pm 6:00 pm 6:50 pm

(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)
(suspended) (suspended) (suspended) (suspended)

Trips in bold type are timed to Marin Transit shuttles. Look for buses marked “219F.”

GOLDEN GATE FERRY goldengateferry.org

SAN  
FRANCISCO 
BAY TRAIL
The Old Rail Trail, 
from Blackie’s Pasture 
to the downtown 
Railroad and Ferry 
Depot Museum at 
Shoreline Park, is part 
of the San Francisco 
Bay Trail — a 500-
mile recreation corridor 
that, when complete, 
will provide a continu-
ous network of biking 
and pedestrian trails 
linking 47 cities along 
the shoreline of all nine 
Bay Area counties.

Learn more about  
the Bay Trail at  
baytrail.org.

TRAFFIC 
WATCH
Drivers should expect 
weekday school- and 
commute-related 
traffic congestion on 
Tiburon Boulevard: 

Mornings: 7:45-
8:45 a.m., outbound.

Afternoons: 2-4 
p.m., inbound.

MOON & TIDES T I D E S  A T  T H E  
G O L D E N  G A T E  B R I D G E

Sept. 2: Sunrise: 6:41 am, Sunset: 7:37 pm  |  NEXT FULL MOON: Oct. 1  |  NEXT EXTREME TIDE: Sept. 14

MARIN & GOLDEN GATE TRANSIT HOLIDAYS: Use the weekend schedule on New Year’s Day, 
Presidents Day, Memorial Day, Independence Day, Labor Day, Thanksgiving and Christmas.

Weekday Route 8 commuter bus: S.F. Financial District (effective July 13)
Tiburon  
& Main

Beach  
& San Rafael

Reed  
& Belvedere

Seminary  
& frontage

Battery  
& Pine

Perry  
& 4th

(suspended)

Perry  
& 3rd

Pine  
& Battery 

Seminary  
& frontage

Reed  
& Belvedere

Beach  
& San Rafael

Tiburon  
& Main

(suspended)

BLUE & GOLD FLEET blueandgoldfleet.com

DATE HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
Wed, Sep 2 6:15 am 0.0 1:08 pm 5.2 6:23 pm 2.0         -  -  -

HIGH LOW HIGH LOW
Thu, Sep 3 12:29 am 5.7 6:47 am 0.3 1:35 pm 5.2 7:00 pm 1.8
Fri, Sep 4 1:09 am 5.5 7:17 am 0.7 2:00 pm 5.3 7:38 pm 1.7
Sat, Sep 5 1:50 am 5.1 7:47 am 1.1 2:25 pm 5.3 8:17 pm 1.6
Sun, Sep 6 2:34 am 4.8 8:18 am 1.6 2:52 pm 5.3 9:00 pm 1.5
Mon, Sep 7 3:24 am 4.4 8:52 am 2.1 3:23 pm 5.3 9:49 pm 1.4
Tue, Sep 8 4:27 am 4.1 9:31 am 2.6 4:01 pm 5.3 10:47 pm 1.3
Wed, Sep 9 5:51 am 3.9 10:23 am 3.0 4:48 pm 5.3 11:55 pm 1.2

^Via Sausalito
°Via Angel Island

^Via Sausalito
°Via Angel Island#Fridays only

I found this recipe in a magazine and added an eggplant. It makes for a lovely vegetar-
ian dinner. 

Tiburon native Robin Scott Wray operates a local catering company; reach her at rscott@
thearknewspaper.com or 415-297-6991. Her recipes can be found in the Belvedere-Tiburon 
Landmarks Society cookbook.

be teleconferencing into the meeting. To 
maximize public safety while still main-
taining transparency and public access, 
members of the public can access the 
meeting by following live at a video link 
or conference call number that will be 
provided on the agenda in advance of 
the meeting. 
Public comment is invited. If you cannot 
attend the meeting, you may send a let-
ter to the Town Council at 1505 Tiburon 
Boulevard, Tiburon CA 94920 or email 
your comments to the Town Clerk at 
lstefani@townoftiburon.org. 
Copies of the Mill Valley Refuse Service 
proposal will be available prior to the 
meeting on the Town’s website (www.
townoftiburon.org). 
Contact Suzanne Creekmore, Director 
of Administrative Services, at (415)435-
7359 for more information. 
Lea Stefani
Town Clerk
8/27/2020
Ark Legal 3602 Sept 2, 9. 16, 2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149419

Notice: This statement expires on 
8/3/2025. A new FBN statement must 
be filed no more than 40 days from 

expiration. 
The following person is doing busi-

ness as:
MINDBODYINTENT
114 BUENA VISTA AVENUE
CORTE MADERA, CA 94925
DOMINIQUE HAWTHORNE
114 BUENA VISTA AVENUE
CORTE MADERA, CA 94925
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Dominique Hawthorne
114 Buena Vista Ave.
Corte Madera, CA 94925
FILED: August 3, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3603 Sept 2, 9, 16, 23, 
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149540

Notice: This statement expires on 
8/19/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 
expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

SUBPILATES/CABFINEART
282 ELLEN DRIVE
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903
CLAUDIA BREUER
282 ELLEN DRIVE
SAN RAFAEL, CA 94903

This business is conducted by an 
individual

/s/Claudia Breuer
282 Ellen Drive
San Rafael, CA 94903
FILED: August 19, 2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: J. Mannion

Ark Legal 3604 Sept 2, 9, 16, 23, 
2020

FICTITIOUS BUSINESS
NAME STATEMENT
NO. 2020149311

Notice: This statement expires on 
7/21/2025. A new FBN statement must 

be filed no more than 40 days from 
expiration. 

The following person is doing busi-
ness as:

LUNA PARK PRODUCTIONS
55 DRAKEWOOD LANE
NOVATO, CA 94947
KATHLEEN E. SCHERMERHORN
55 DRAKEWOOD LANE
NOVATO, CA 94947
This business is conducted by an 

individual
/s/Kathleen e. Schermerhorn
55 Drakewood Lane
Novato, CA 94947
FILED: July 21,  2020
Shelly Scott
Marin County Clerk
By: S. Oliva

Ark Legal 3605 Sept 2, 9, 16, 23, 
2020

Legals, continued from page 32
———
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The Belvedere-Tiburon Library has canceled all pro-
gramming and has closed until further notice due to con-
cerns about the potential spread of coronavirus. 

The library is open for curbside pickups and returns 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Mondays and Wednesdays-Fridays 
and from 2 to 7 p.m. Tuesdays. Holds can be placed by log-
ging into your account, searching the book and clicking the 
green “Place Hold” button. You can then call the library at 
415-789-2665 to arrange pickup. 

To place a hold on a bestseller or a seven-day movie, 
email refdesk@beltiblibrary.org or call 415-789-2665 ex. 
2222. 

Books can be returned in the open bins outside the 
library. Materials will be quarantined for four days then 
checked in; the library does not charge late fees. 

For more information, visit beltiblibrary.org/blog/
curbside-service-available.

The library is also offering several virtual services to the 
community. 

 Preschool storytime 
Wednesdays, toddler storytime Mondays via the library’s 
YouTube channel; follow the links at beltiblibrary.org/kids.

 The library has increased e-book and 
streaming-media items. Download and listen to e-audio-
books, check out current issues of popular magazines and 
watch movies for free with your library card at beltibli-
brary.org/go-digital. Those who don’t have a library card 
can sign up for one at marinet.lib.ca.us. 

 Under the “Do Research” tab on the li-
brary’s website, you’ll find online resources such as JSTOR 
for access to scholarly journals, Heritage-Quest Online for 
genealogy, Mango Languages, Safari Tech Books online, 
Value Line and more. During the closure, ancestry.com 
is available to use from home. Visit beltiblibrary.org/do-

research for more information. 
 Book a video chat with a li-

brarian for help downloading items or questions about your 
device, get help with research or locating an item or receive 
personalized book recommendations from a librarian by 
visiting beltiblibrary.org/find-services. 

 Browse reading lists curated 
by librarians and sign up for monthly e-mail notifications 
about new books added to the library’s collection at beltibli-
brary.org/discover-books.

For more information, including updates on the closure, 
visit beltiblibrary.org. Follow the library on Facebook and 
Instagram by searching @beltiblibrary. 

Submitted by Belvedere-Tiburon Library Director Debo-
rah Mazzolini. Reach the library, located at 1501 Tiburon 
Blvd., at beltiblibrary.org or 415-789-2665. 

Check it Out at the Library

Services Guide SERVICES GUIDE ADVERTISING RATES
Ads in the Services Guide are $50 per month, three-month minimum, for a maximum of seven lines.  

Additional lines are $7 each per month. The deadline for the next issue is 3 p.m. Thursday.

Call us at 415-435-2652 or email serviceguide@thearknewspaper.com to place your ad today!

CAR CONCIERGE
SURREY CAR COMPANY

Full Service Car Concierge
Thinking of buying, leasing or selling 
a car? If you don’t want the hassle 

and want to get the best deal, we can 
help you save money, save time, and 
enjoy the experience. Call for a free 

consultation.
Stephen 415-450-1486
www.surreycarco.com

ELECTRICAL
TIBURON’S FAVORITE

ELECTRICIAN
For 39 Years. Since 1982

Over 1,085 Tiburon Clients
Speedy Repairs – Free Advice
John Blythe 415-435-8686

Lic. #749897. Insured. Bonded

ESTATE SERVICES
CalEstates Concierge

One Trusted Team for Everything, 
Est. 1986

Local References/Bonded/Insured
www.CalEstates.com

Golden Gate Sotheby’s International 
Realty #02017954

Direct 510-610-4461

HAIR CARE
LILI S. SALON

care & deliver great results keeping hair 
healthy the whole way!

2005 Bridgeway, Sausalito
415-332-8700 Lili

www.lilissalon.com

HAULING
LOCAL FIREMAN HAULING

Large & small dump runs.
Garage, Home, Yard, etc.
Fast Dependable Service

We recycle & donate all we can
Jeff 415-310-2551

HOME MAINTENANCE
ALEXANDER’S -”RUGWERKS”

Professional Services  
for Handmade Rugs

 
 
 
 

1 El Paseo Lane, Mill Valley 
415-384-8261 Richard Habib
www.AlexandersRugs.com

HOME ORGANIZATION
LIGHTEN UP YOUR LIFE!

We help you to downsize your home 
when you’re moving to a smaller space 

We’re easy to work with, respectful and 
Call us and Lighten Up! 

415-971-0515

HOUSE CLEANING
SIMPLER CLEANING SERVICES

insured
Call 510-502-7490 or please email 
simplercleaningservices@gmail.

com for a free estimate

IN-HOME DINING
FINER POINTS IN-HOME DINING

An intimate culinary experience in the 
comfort of your home, prepared by 

distinguished personal chefs. Please visit 
our website for complete details.

Chef Colin
www.finerpointsdining. com

LANDSCAPING
WARREN DESIGN 

Landscape Maintenance 
& Irrigation

David Marshall 415-724-8861
warrendesignlandscaping.com

PAINTING CONTRACTORS
HOFFMIRE PAINTING & CONST.

On the Peninsula Since 1977

Lic. #615309 Bonded & Insured
Steve 415-302-7248

PLUMBING
AMESOS PLUMBING

Experienced. Very reasonable.
Lic. #814542 Insured.

415-457-6363

WOOD FINISHING
FERRARI WOOD REFINISHING

Professional Wood Finisher since 1980 
-

-

Lic. #C-11483621
Amilcar Ferrari 415-240-7711

www.californiafinish.com

around her prospered — the garden, the cuisine, the 
house, the animals, the relatives, the neighbors. She was 
in control of everything and never wore out until she 
was hit by an illness that gave her blinding headaches, a 
condition that her husband almost always ignored.

The author describes life in this small village and 
makes reference to the difficulties these people had to 
endure during the war, when the North Korean soldiers 
would hide in the mountains and swoop down and steal 
the cows and kidnap young girls. Their poverty during 
these times was great, and the way the mother dealt 
with it was extraordinary. Through the mother’s nar-
ration, we glimpse the adversities she faced and a bit of 
her own secret personal life. 

This is a tale of survival and a portrayal of an ad-
mirable woman who, from the beginning of the novel, 
is lost. But this loss provokes the others to reflect, feel 
guilty and eventually join humanity. Shin won many 
awards for “Please Look After Mom,” including The 
Man Asian Literary Prize in 2012. She was the first 
South Korean woman to ever win the prestigious prize, 
and the book has been translated into many languages 
and has sold millions of copies.

Arts writer Carol Benet, a Belvedere resident since 
1969, earned a Ph.D. in comparative literature from UC 
Berkeley. She has been contributing to The Ark since 
1975.

head to suggest Edokko, a true resident 
of Edo — the Japanese capital now 
known as Tokyo — and thus superior. 

I accomplished this appraisal in 
an hour and identified one Chinese 
six-character mark on the bottom 
of a porcelain waisted-neck vase, a 
globular bottle vase with a brightly 

enameled body of colorful butterflies 
that met the $10,000 minimum require-
ment. Vases of this form, known as 
yutangchun, were an innovation of the 
Guangxu period. 

I quickly searched “Chinese but-
terfly vase” and found a similar pair 
of famille rose butterfly vases sold at 
Christie’s in March 2011for $29,962. 
Bonhams sold one in 2018 for around 
$12,000. This was the sole property I 

found in the $10,000 value range. 
I suggested the property I felt best 

for Sotheby’s and some for home con-
signment. It was a fun assignment for 
me because of the variety of material 
and the trust my client placed in my 
experience of appraising Asian art.

Contributing columnist Cynthia 
Shaver has been an appraiser of 
Asian art for more than 20 years.

Appraiser, from page 33
———

Books, continued from page 33
———

Receive a FREE Ark tote bag with any new  
or renewed subscription to The Ark. 

1-year.............$69.50     |     2-year...........$129.50

CALL 415-435-2652 OR GO TO
THEARKNEWSPAPER.COM TO SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

DON’T MISS OUT ON 
IMPORTANT COMMUNITY NEWS!

The Ark is  your award-winning hometown newspaper. 



T H E  A R K S E P T E M B E R  2 ,  2 0 2 0  t h e a r k n e w s p a p e r . c o m

David Gilbert
415.435.3752
d.gilbert@ggsir.com
GoldenGateSIR.com
Lic.# 00658490

4 BD   |   2 BA    $2,500,000
3312 Paradise Drive, Tiburon  vimeo.com/354687181

4 BD  |  2.5 BA  |  + Two Family Rooms 
40 Madrona Avenue, Belvedere  

$3, 9 ,000
vimeo.com/431882908

2 Houses   |   2 Greenhouses   |   11± Acres $3,695,000
250 Mesa Road, Bolinas  vimeo.com/209478740

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

In these unprecedented and dynamic times, we remain focused on serving our 
clients—locally, throughout the domestic US, and internationally. With Social 

Distancing and Shelter-in-Place ordinances increasingly prevalent, we are 
continuing to leverage our highly technological marketing platforms to serve 

our clients’ priorities, making it possible for anyone here—and around the 
world—to buy and sell properties from the comfort of their own homes.


