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 Months after negotiations fell 
apart, Napa Valley College and 
the City of St. Helena are once 
again working on a potential 
lease of part of the college’s Up-
per Valley Campus.

In a joint statement issued Fri-
day, the college and city said they 
“are pleased to announce a com-
mitment to further strengthen 
and expand their collaboration, 
and have reached an agreement 
to negotiate a lease with the 
City, not to exceed fi ve years, for 
a portion of the property.”

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com  

When Cal Fire resources 
were stretched thin during the 
early days of the LNU Lightning 
Complex fi res, virtually the only 
things standing between the 
fl ames and the villages of Pope 
Valley and Angwin were bone-
dry timber, brush and phalanxes 
of bulldozers that stopped the 
fi re in its tracks.

After lightning strikes ignited 
fi res throughout eastern and 
northern Napa County, volun-
teers and paid dozer operators 
began to gather in Pope Valley, 
which was caught in a pincer 
movement by the Aetna Fire to 
the north and the Hennessey Fire 
and Spanish Fire to the east.

Many of them live in the area, 
and nearly all had friends, fam-
ily or loved ones in the fi re’s path. 
Many were retired or active fi re-
fi ghters. A few were retired dozer 
operators eager to lend their skills 
and knowledge of the terrain.

“We were either going to be 
zeroes or heroes,” said Johnnie 
White, a Pope Valley native and 
St. Helena fi refi ghter who oper-
ated dozers alongside his father, 
Johnny White, and other mem-
bers of Piña Vineyard Manage-
ment. “We were either going to 
stop it or watch it burn over our 
line and keep going toward An-
gwin.”

The biggest concern was the 
Aetna Fire. If it got past them, it 
would have had a straight shot up 
Schwartz Canyon into Angwin 
and then down into St. Helena’s 
Bell Canyon watershed. Or, if the 
wind changed, it could charge 
west toward Calistoga. 

Volunteers in bulldozers 
protect Pope Valley, Angwin
Firebreak prevented 
Hennessey, Aetna 
Fires from advancing
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A bulldozer cuts a fi rebreak in northern Napa County.

NVC and 
St. Helena 
resume 
lease talks

DAVID STONEBERG
editor@sthelenastar.com 

 David and Amy Garden were 
on the sidewalk in front of Ly-
man Park in the 106-degree heat 
Monday, holding Black Lives 
Matter signs and “watching the 
birds,” as David Garden said.

A heat wave brought unusu-
ally high temperatures to Napa 
County on Sunday and Monday. 
Temperatures were expected to 
be in the mid-90s — at least 10 
degrees cooler — on Tuesday. 

The Gardens have been part of 
a group of people – seven braved 
the heat on Labor Day – seeking 

racial justice and protesting the 
police killing of Black men like 
George Floyd, who died on May 
25 in Minneapolis. The group has 
gathered since Memorial Day 
from noon to 1 p.m., every Mon-
day at Lyman Park, facing High-
way 29 and the U.S. Post Offi  ce 
across the highway. At the begin-
ning of the weekly protests, there 
were 40 or 50 people standing in 
line – more recently, there have 
been a couple dozen or so.

On Monday, David Garden 
said, “I’m just expressing the 
basic right of equal justice for 
everyone, for all of our citizens.”

His sister, Amy, standing six 
feet away – both wore masks 
– said the reaction has been 
“pretty consistent” in the past 
month, adding it has been 99 
percent positive. Just then, a 

driver honked his car’s horn car 
in support and another driver 
raised his fi st outside the win-
dow. “If the need has abated, 
that would be one thing, but it 
hasn’t,” she said.

David said there have been a 
couple of “birds” – middle fi n-
gers – and a couple of people 
displaying “thumbs down.” But, 
he said maybe the drivers are 
puzzled by a “bunch of demon-
strators in our lily-white town.” 
He added, “What’s interesting 
is the diff erent reactions from 
people, whether they are in a 
Mercedes or a beat-up Toyota 
pickup truck.”

Walking from the post offi  ce 
to the Star offi  ce, just a couple 
of blocks, was more tiring than 

Labor Day — just flat out hot
St. Helena continues 
BLM protest in 
106-degree heat

 David Garden 
is part of the 
Black Lives 
Matter Monday 
Vigil group that 
demonstrates 
from noon to 
1 p.m., Mondays 
in front of 
Lyman Park in 
St. Helena.
DAVID 
STONEBERG, 
STAR 

14 months in Korea
St. Helena’s Erickson tells war stories
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FOR THE STAR

 The St. Helena Unifi ed School 
District will continue distance 
learning at least through the end 
of September.

Under color-coded reopening 
guidelines issued by Gov. Gavin 
Newsom, Napa County has been 
in the Red category since Aug. 
31. If the county remains in that 
tier for two weeks, schools could 
possibly reopen after the second 
week, or as soon as Sept. 14.

“However, based on a num-
ber of contributing factors, St. 
Helena Unifi ed will not open 
for in-person instruction until a 

Schools to 
continue distance 
learning through 
September

Seaver dies at 75
Lived in Calistoga for 18 years,  SPORTS, B1
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St. Helenans have two 
chances to listen to the 
views of those running for 
mayor and one chance to 
listen, via Zoom, for the five 
candidates running for two 
seats on the city council in 
the Nov. 3 general election.

The St. Helena Rotary 
Club is hosting the three 
running for mayor – incum-
bent Geoff Ellsworth and 
challengers Mary Kober-
stein and Peter White – at 
noon Tuesday, Sept. 15. For 
the link to join the Zoom 
meeting, email Kathleen 
Patterson at kathleen07@

comcast.net.
The League of Women 

Voters of Napa County will 
host bilingual candidate fo-
rums via Zoom. The forum 
for the three St. Helena 
mayoral candidates is at 
5:30 p.m. Monday, Sept. 28. 
The city council candidates 

will have 
their turn 
at 5:30 p.m. 
We d n e s -
day, Sept. 
30. Run-
ning for two 
seats on the 
city council 
are incum-

bent David Knudsen and 
challengers Eric Hall, Lester 
Hardy, Rosaura Segura and 
Leslie Stanton.

Send your questions to 
lwvNapaQuestions@gmail.
com, then visit lwvnapa.
org for links to watch the 
forums.

IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS

In light of the impact from COVID-19 and to ensure the 
safety of our team, the call center staff now is working 
remotely. Response time to phone calls and the ability to 

speak to a live agent have been impacted. We ask that during this 
time requests be made online or through our automated phone 
system:

Visit napavalleyregister.com/services where you can:

 Report a delivery issue
 Temporarily stop print delivery
 Make a payment

Call 877-433-5056 for the automated phone system to:

 Report a delivery issue
 Temporarily stop print delivery

 
Activate your digital account at napavalleyregister.com/activate to stay up to date on all of the news, including ongoing COVID-19 updates.
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St. Helena candidates’ forums held via Zoom

Koberstein Ellsworth White

 Faulty PG&E equip-
ment was not responsible 
for the cause of the Tubbs 
Fire, as stated in a Sept. 
3 report, “Calistoga es-
capes damage from fires, 
others not so fortunate’ 
from The Weekly Calis-
togan.

FOR THE 
RECORD

 TUESDAY, SEPT. 1
0628 — Report of a possible 

drunk or distracted driver near 
Main/Adams.

1018 — Report of a broken-down 
car blocking the Madrona/Main 
intersection.

1220 — Non-injury accident at 
Fulton/Main.

1304 — A woman said her hus-
band has her car and hasn’t come 

home in several days. He hasn’t 
been answering her calls, and she 
wants her car back. She didn’t want 
to report him missing.

1704 — Report of people, mostly 
kids, playing soccer at Meily Park 
without social distancing or masks.

1712 — The owner of a trailer 
asked for advice on the correct 
way to sell it privately.

1743 — Report of a water leak on 

Railroad Avenue.
2142 — Report of someone 

screaming, cursing and picking a 
fight on Edwards Street.

WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 2
0042 — Following a traffic stop 

at Grayson/Main, police arrested 
a 27-year-old San Diego resident 
and a 25-year-old Ghana man on 
multiple charges.

0746 — An officer helped distrib-
ute food to students on Grayson 
Avenue.

0834 — A white pickup had been 
parked on Hunt Avenue for more 
than a month.

1014 — Lift assist on Pope Street.
1110 — Report of suspicious 

people, supposedly from PG&E, go-
ing door to door on Crinella Drive. 
An officer confirmed they were 
with PG&E.

1634 — Two adults with children 
were asking for money near Ad-
ams Street.

2146 — Someone was spotted on 
a security camera trying to steal gas 
from a vehicle on Dowdell Lane. Po-
lice checked the area.

THURSDAY, SEPT. 3
1030 — Medical aid for a painter 

who fell off a roof on Quail Court.
1224 — Report of a man assault-

ing another man on Grayson Ave-
nue. Police took a report.

1237 — Report of solicitors in 
front of an Adams Street bank, 
causing customers to complain.

1628 — Report of loiterers on the 
property of an Adams Street bank.

1953 — Report of a suspicious 
man acting distraught near Main 
Street, with a knife strapped on 
his side. Police issued a citation.

FRIDAY, SEPT. 4
1010 — Two callers reported a 

road rage incident on Highway 29. 
The driver of a pickup truck got out 
and started hitting the car behind 
him. Police cited the driver.

1154 — Noise complaint on Hunt 
Avenue.

1328 — A box truck reportedly 
crossed the Pope Street Bridge and 
entered Vineyard Valley.

1355 — Report of petty theft.
1624 — Report of panhandlers 

near a Hunt Avenue store.
1647 — A dark gray female cat 

with black stripes was reported 
missing from Wallis Court. She 
might be wearing an orange col-
lar with a bell. The cat returned 
home on Monday.

2306 — Report of amplified mu-
sic coming from vehicles in a park-
ing lot near Charter Oak Avenue. 
The listeners agreed to turn it off.

SATURDAY, SEPT. 5
0513 — Report of a whistling, 

humming noise coming from a 
house on Tainter Street.

2040 — Smoke was coming out 
of a light fixture in a Vineyard Av-
enue home.

2052 — Report of a possible 
drunk driver on northbound High-
way 29 from Pratt Avenue. Calistoga 
police stopped the car.

2308 — Report of a possible 
drunk driver swerving and then 
stopping at a green light at Main/
Grayson. Police arrested the 
21-year-old St. Helena man on sus-
picion of DUI and driving without 
a license.

SUNDAY, SEPT. 6
0213 — A Tainter Street resident 

was awakened by men’s voices out-
side, followed by the doorbell ring-
ing. Police checked the area.

0917 — An Olive Avenue resident 
asked about popping noises that 
were coming from a nearby vine-
yard every three minutes. She was 
told it was probably a noise machine 
to keep birds away from the grapes.

0929 — Medical aid at Silverado/
Lodi.

0935 — Gunshots were heard 
in the Fir Hill area. Police told the 
caller that people are allowed to 
shoot firearms on private property. 
Also, vineyards are using noise ma-
chines to scare away birds.

1049 — A caller asked about an 
accident that happened Saturday 
night on Ehlers Lane. The caller 
owns a home near Ehlers, and ten-
ants found blood on their porch and 
door this morning. They were re-
ferred to the sheriff’s office.

1108 — Police took a report on 
an ongoing child custody issue.

1206 — A cooling center was set 
up at the Carnegie Building.

1341 — A juvenile left home on 
foot without permission and was 
last seen at Meily Park. Police 
assisted.

1842 — Police were asked to help 
with an intoxicated person on Col-
lege Avenue.

1945 — Medical aid on Pope 
Street.

2100 — Non-injury lift assist on 
Spring Street.

MONDAY, SEPT. 7
0150 — Medical aid on Redondo 

Court.
0724 — Someone broke into a 

landscaping trailer on McCormick 
Street and stole tools.

0846 — A black dog was found in 
a Spring Street parking lot.

0923 — Report of someone block-
ing a lane of traffic on Pratt Avenue.

0953 — A caller asked to talk to 
an officer about scam phone calls.

1013 — Medical aid for a woman 
briefly passing out on Spring Street.

1024 — Medical aid on Grayson 
Avenue.

1421 — An officer cited a vehicle 
parked in a red zone near Main/
Hunt.

1555 — Report of a possible drunk 
driver on southbound Silverado 
Trail at Oak Knoll.

1839 — An officer removed a 
downed tree branch from Spring 
Street.

1927 — Medical aid for a man 
with chest pain on Sulphur Springs 
Avenue.

1950 — Lift assist on Crinella 
Drive.

2326 — A French bulldog wearing 
a blue collar was reported missing.

2330 — An officer contacted two 
people at the skatepark after hours.

POLICE LOG 

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 A pair of Class II bike lanes are 
coming to the stretch of Spring 
Street between Valley View and 
West Sylvaner Avenue.

The City Council approved the 
new five-foot lanes on Tuesday. 
The vehicular traffic lanes will be 
reduced to nine feet in each direc-
tion, and parking along the south 
side of Spring will be prohibited 
with a red zone.

The council agreed not to add 
a center line along the stretch, in 
order to discourage speeding and 
keep the design consistent with 
the rest of Spring Street.

The council chose the Class II 
lanes from three options proposed 
by city staff. The other options 
were to install a Class II bike lane 
in the westbound direction and 
a Class III “Share the Road” lane 
in the eastbound direction, or to 
create Class III “Share the Road” 

facilities in both directions, which 
wouldn’t have eliminated any 
parking.

“We should make a stand for 
our cyclists and the kids,” said 
Councilmember David Knudsen, 
endorsing the two Class II bike 
lanes. “We want parents to feel 
comfortable with their kids cy-
cling.”

The council’s vote was 3-1, with 
Councilmember Mary Koberstein 
voting no and Vice Mayor Paul 

Dohring recusing himself because 
he has a legal client in the area.

The changes will not affect the 
rest of Spring Street east of Valley 
View.

Marilyn Coy, who lives in the 
neighborhood, asked the council 
not to eliminate parking on the 
south side of Spring. She noted 
that there are two cemeteries and 
two churches in the affected area.

“Typically a lot of old people 
go to funerals and go to church. 

That would be targeting them,” 
she said.

The Napa County Bicycle Coa-
lition endorsed the option chosen 
by the council.

Mayor Geoff Ellsworth recom-
mended revisiting the changes, 
including the elimination of 
parking, in six months to see how 
they’re working out.

 You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.com.

Bike lanes coming to Spring Street

Pickup Service 7 days a week
Call 707.942.4699

Thank you for your continued support!
Beer and Sake 20% off

Bottles of wine 30% off with food orders!

1631 Lincoln Ave.Calistoga 94515
www.napasushi.com

Open Mon - Fri 11:30 am - 8 pm Sat-Sun 12 - 8 pm

Serving NapaValley since 1997

Text Orders to 707-339-9905
Delivery Every Tuesday to Our Napa Customers

10% OFF WITH THIS COUPON

SINCE 1917

HA
ROLD SMITH

& SON, INC.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
GRADING-PAVING

UNDERGROUND CONST.
DAMS-PONDS

READY MIX CONCRETE
SAND-GRAVEL

DECORATIVE ROCK
SOILS-BARKS

963-7977
M-F 7:00-4:30

NOW OPEN SATURDAY 8:00-4:00
FOLLOW W. CHARTER OAK

TO OUR YARD.
ST. HELENA

WWW.HSANDSON.COM

We’re all
in this
together
Thanks to many years of
vigilance,the Glassy-winged
Sharpshooter has not been able to
establish itself in Napa County. The
single best way to keep this pest
out is bynot bringing uninspected
plants into the county.Buy all of your
garden and landscape plantsfrom
certified plant etailers inside Napa
County, where shipments have been
inspected before sale.

FOR INFORMATION, call us AT

1.866.BUG.SPOT
W W W . B U G S P O T . O R G

We are the shop your family and
friends recommend!

Bumper-to-Bumper: We Can Do It All!
NO Repair is Too Small

The Finest Collision Repair in Wine Country

dvanced auto body centerA
2497 2nd St. • Napa • (707) 226-9693

www.advancedautobodyofnapa.com
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“It would have been impossi-
ble to stop,” said Davie Piña, co-
owner of Piña Vineyard Manage-
ment.

The Piña team was just one of 
several that took the initiative that 
week. Jeff Parady of Pope Valley 
led a team that fought to keep the 
fire north of Aetna Springs – and 
away from Parady’s own home – 
when it first attacked on Wednes-
day. The Eakles and Hardins used 
dozers and water trucks to cut off 
the Hennessey Fire and the Span-
ish Fire from the other direction. 
The Pridmores, Wheelers and 
Boystons fired up more heavy 
equipment to protect Capell Val-
ley.

“Without the combined forces 
of a bunch of good old boys and 
a bunch of equipment, the out-
come probably would have been 
a lot different,” said Davie Piña’s 
business partner, Johnny White.

Fires are nothing new to White, 
whose Pope Valley home has been 
threatened by four fires in the last 
11 years. He called in the compa-
ny’s dozers and water trucks to 
doze rings around his house and 
those of his neighbors.

“We lost a few houses, but we 
saved the majority of them,” said 
Johnnie White.

Piña Vineyard Management 
assigned five dozers to the Aetna 
Fire and two to protect Chappel-
let Winery and its Pritchard Hill 
vineyards from the Hennessey 
Fire.

What began as a targeted ef-
fort to protect homes and spe-
cific vineyards that contract with 
Piña Vineyard Management, like 
Chappellet and the Mondavi Oso 
vineyard, became more ambi-
tious.

“On Friday morning I called Da-
vie and some of the guys who were 
sitting around having coffee in our 
office,” Johnny White said. “I said, 
‘OK, if we don’t do anything, it’s 

going to take out a lot of vineyard, 
come back down into Pope Valley, 
and possibly go to Angwin. If we 
do this, we’re going to need to go 
big.’”

Having dozed roughly 30-foot-
wide protective rings — the width 
of two 16-foot dozer blades – the 
crew began a 80- to 100-foot-
wide firebreak that by Tuesday 
extended from Aetna Springs Road 
north to the Table Rock Gun Club 

in Lake County.
For approximately seven miles 

– nobody’s taken an official mea-
surement – the firebreak resem-
bles a bare-dirt freeway com-
pletely denuded of vegetation. If 
it worked, it would starve the fire 
of fuel and prevent it from leaping 
across.

As the fire approached the first 
two miles of line on Friday after-
noon, a Cal Fire strike team from 
Humboldt County arrived. They 
spent the night laying 9,000 feet 
of hose and setting controlled 
backfires, further starving the on-
coming fire of fuel. The fire snuck 
across the firebreak near Aetna 
Springs Road, but it never made 
serious progress beyond the line.

The Piña crew entered “rough, 
nasty country” on Saturday, slow-
ing their progress, Johnnie White 
said, but they were able to reach 
the top of Aetna Springs Road. 
Meanwhile, air tankers, including 
a 747, dropped retardant to rein-
force the line.

Most of the crew had firefighting 
experience, so they had spotters 
watching the fire and making sure 
the dozer operators were safe.

That’s not to say the work was 
without hazard. Johnnie White 
remembers Mark Dorman, a re-
tired dozer operator for Harold 
Smith who was driving point 
as “pioneer,” threading his way 
along a ledge that was barely wide 
enough for his dozer, with a sheer 
cliff face on one side and a ravine 
on the other.

“It was pretty questionable 
whether that first dozer was going 
to make it,” White said. “One track 
was starting to hang off the edge.”

While it wasn’t an official Cal 
Fire operation, the team kept in 
close touch with Cal Fire. With 
only one fire engine assigned to 
patrol the entire stretch between 
Pope Canyon Road and Snell Val-
ley Road during the first days of 
the fire, Cal Fire was thankful for 
the help.

“A Cal Fire division chief came 
up there and said, ‘I’ve got one 
engine, and it looks like you guys 
know what you’re doing. Just keep 
going,’” Piña said.

On Sunday, the crew reinforced 
their existing line and extended it 
up Oat Hill Mine Road to the old 
Livermore ranch. After a small 
celebration on Sunday night, at 
the request of Cal Fire they spent 

Monday and Tuesday cutting a 
firebreak from Livermore Road to 
the Table Rock Gun Club.

“That was the last mission-crit-
ical line that needed to be estab-
lished to protect Calistoga and 
Angwin,” Johnnie White said.

Meanwhile, vintner Randy Dunn 
and his daughter, Kristina Dunn 
Buchanan, rounded up a team of 
volunteer dozer operators to cut 
about three miles of line closer to 
Angwin. Thanks to the efforts in 
Pope Valley and Aetna Springs, the 
fire never reached that line.

After Buchanan put out a call 
on Facebook, “They just came in,” 
Dunn said. “There was never any 
mention of money.”

Buchanan mounted a Go-
FundMe campaign that’s raised 
over $26,000 to pay back the vol-
unteers.

Piña said Cal Fire plans to reim-
burse his squad for the cost of their 
time and their fuel, deeming the 
dozer crews an “emergency hire.”

“It’s in our blood,” said Piña. 
“We’re all current or former vol-
unteer firefighters, and there was 
nobody else out there.”

You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.com.

Firebreak
From A1
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Dozers from Piña Vineyard Management line up on the morning of 
Saturday, Aug. 22.

A completed segment of the approximately seven-mile-long fire line extending 
from Aetna Springs Road to the Table Rock Gun Club in Lake County.

Bulldozers cut line near Aetna 
Springs.

later date,” the district said in a 
statement issued Friday.

Reopening requires a coordi-
nated effort and must be done 
in alignment with the guidelines 

issued by the Napa County Office 
of Education and the California 
Department of Public Health. 
The district’s statements de-
scribes “vital logistical consid-
erations” concerning transpor-
tation, health and safety, food 
service, facilities, instruction 
and staffing.

Details range from the spac-
ing of desks inside classrooms to 
temperature checks to updated 
bus routes.

The district has developed 
three learning models for this 
school year: distance learning, 
hybrid and daily in-person in-
struction.

“As we are currently in the dis-
tance learning model, the district 
would reopen our schools in a hy-
brid model for a duration of one 
to three weeks to evaluate our 
new school operations before 
having full in-person instruc-
tion,” according to the district’s 
statement. “As COVID-19 condi-

tions improve or worsen, we may 
use any one of the three models 
to match Napa County Health 
Guidelines while responding to 
the fluidity of the pandemic.”

Parents with questions about 
reopening should go to sthel-
enaunified.org or contact a prin-
cipal.

Schools
From A1
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ACCOMPLISHMENTS - WHATWE HAVE DONE TOGETHER
  IN MY FIRST TERM AS MAYOR OF ST. HELENA  

Much has been accomplished in my time on City Council and in my first term as St. Helena’s mayor. With my leadership style and commitment to community,
coupled with the dedication, advocacy, initiative and experience of the St. Helena City Council, Vice Mayor Paul Dohring, the city manager and staff, volunteer
committees and numerous community organizations and residents, we have made great strides in handling many long-delayed, high-priority issues, as well
as addressing other challenges that affect the quality of life in our community. This work has been accomplished despite many challenging situations like
COVID-19, wildfires and PSPS power shut-offs, which speaks to the dedication and focus of our public officals and city staff. It is important to recognize these
accomplishments to honor those whose incredible work makes it all possible.

Some of our accomplishments include:

 Passed the General Plan after more than a decade of delay
 Removal of York Creek Dam after decades of delay
 Environmental work underway on wastewater treatment plant upgrades
 Engaged in a comprehensive engineering approach with two separate firms on

water/stormwater/sewer master plan and engineering-based water rate analysis
 Completed the establishment of internal financial controls
 Established a considerable financial reserve
 Amortized expenses in the city’s pension fund based on best management
 Developed stronger connections with the League of California Cities
 Advanced advocacy toward climate resilience, including passage of 2019

Climate Proclamation citing year 2030 to achieve drawdown goals
 Hired a new legal firm and city attorney resulting in significant cost savings to city
 Advanced work on a comprehensive zoning code update
 Supported Fire Department restructuring for more coverage/quicker response
 Coordinated with PG&E on new transmission lines to help minimize PSPS power

shutoff events
 Increased efforts on community fire/emergency awareness and preparedness
 Raised fire relief funds for Paradise/Butte County related to the Camp Fire
 Continued awarding approximately $200,000 annually to our nonprofits to

promote the city's mission and help meet the needs of our most vulnerable residents
 Prioritized city council discussions on police procedure policy and practice
 Prioritized city council discussions on racial and social equity
 Moved forward on a comprehensive housing strategy, including passage of an

indemnity ordinance, a practical application of land banking and an ADU ordinance
 Advanced plans for a downtown streetscape/sidewalk program
 Initiated forums for community engagement on plans for city hall, library

and other civic projects such as streetscape and zoning code update
 Completed Hunt Ave sidewalk gap closure for pedestrian safety and access

In addition to the collective work of the city council, I have also fostered a local community health forum, a community multicultural group, an environmental sustainability
group, developed a service group website, created Club 25 to encourage adhering to posted speed limits, and advocated for economic diversification in our Long-Range
Financial Forecast. We have made a lot of progress but there is still work to be done. Your vote counts greatly in this upcoming election!

 Installed downtown restrooms on MoneyWay and renovated restrooms at
Lyman Park and Crane Park

 Renovated Crane Park skatepark
 Renovated Crane Park tennis courts and fencing
 Installed new ADA drinking fountains/bottle-filling stations in parks

and public spaces
 Acquired a new, cleaner-energy street sweeper for better efficiency
 Increased maintenance budgets for city buildings and infrastructure,

and increased city street paving budgets
 Joined MCE's "Deep Green" energy program for best environmental

stewardship
 Continued advocacy and partnership with organizations such as the

Napa Valley Transportation Authority (NVTA ) and the Napa County
Bicycle Coalition to support a more walkable and bikeable town, as
well as advancing progress on the Upvalley Vine Trail segment.

 Established a ceremonial flagpole at Lyman Park and co-sponsored
numerous multicultural events and celebrations of inclusivity

 Advanced health and safety goals, including a ban on sales of flavored
tobacco products to help curb youth vaping and advanced advocacy to
diminish use of synthetic pesticides

 Fostered and encouraged arts, culture, community celebrations, concerts
and events like Neighborhood Table, Jingle All theWay downtown winter
event, holiday tree lighting and enhanced 4th of July celebrations

 Responded proactively to the COVID 19 emergency by enhancing social
services and fiscal assistance for residents and businesses, and worked with
municipal, county, state and federal partners to provide increased free
testing and regional coordination

G E O F F
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usual, in part because of 
the heat. The Bottle Shop 
was offering “heat relief,” 
an air-conditioned retail 
space at 69 degrees and 
free water.

Cooling Center 
It was not only heat 

but the smell of wildfire 
smoke that hit me in the 
face stepping outside at 
2 p.m., the hottest part of 
the day, an estimated 110-
plus degrees. At 5 p.m., the 
digital thermometer at the 
high school confirmed that 
reading — 111 degrees. 

Offering relief from the 
heat was Victoria Ramirez, 
who manned the St. Helena 
Cooling Center, which was 
open from noon to 8 p.m., 
both Sunday and Monday. 
As of mid-day Monday, 
two people had dropped 
by the Carnegie Building – 
Mayor Geoff Ellsworth and 
this editor. One person had 
stopped by on Sunday.

The first thing Ramirez 
did was write down my 
name and phone number, 

then took my tempera-
ture and recorded it. For 
the record, mine was 98.1 
entering the building and 
91.4 coming out 15 min-
utes later.

For the past four years, 
Ramirez has worked for St. 
Helena’s Rec Department, 

Labor Day
From A1

under supervisor Amalia 
Kulczycki. Usually, Ramirez 
helps Kulczycki with af-
ter-school programs and 
rec programs like Zumba 
and yoga and youth sum-
mer camps, although they 
didn’t happen this year. She 
has lived her whole life in St. 
Helena.

On Monday, she was doing 
school work on a laptop. She 
is in her third year at Napa 
Valley College and she has 
plans to transfer to UC Da-
vis to study sociology. Inside 
the main room at the Car-
negie Building, the chairs 
were spaced six feet apart, 
and inside the cooling cen-
ter the temperature was in 
the low 70s. According to a 

city press release, “The Car-
negie Building was initially 
warm on Sunday, Sept. 6, 
but the thermostat has been 
adjusted and now is a cool 
refuge.”

The city implemented 
strict safety protocols at 
the cooling center to pre-
vent the transmission of the 
COVID-19 disease among 
both visitors and staff, ac-
cording to a press release. 
Measures include tempera-
ture checks, use of masks 
or face coverings, physical 
distancing between indi-
viduals or household units, 
staff dedicated to disinfect-
ing restroom and commonly 

touched surfaces and low-
ering capacity limits of the 
building.

Walking through town, 
it was nice to see signs of 
normalcy: a couple eating 
lunch at Market; a poster 
advertising the sale of three 
roosters – for $20 to $30 
each – on a electrolier at 
Main and Spring streets; 
people on the street mostly 
wearing masks; and a large, 
noisy crowd at Caffe Della 
Valle, with many people or-
dering iced drinks and cups 
and cones of various flavors 
of gelato.

Sunshine’s 
Jimmy Adams 

In the morning, when it 
was relatively cool, Jimmy 
Adams was as upbeat as 
usual working a cash reg-
ister at Sunshine Foods. He 
has worked there for 15 years 
and has been a checker for 
the last 12. He was telling 
his customers that he was 
performing as part of an 
audiobook directed by Tra-
vis Edwards of Sacramento.

“We started talking – he is 
a security guard that I know 
– and he liked my voice and 
asked if I wanted to be in-
volved. I’ve never been a 
part of an audiobook before,” 
Adams said. The book is the 
“Luminous Chains of an Im-
poverished State” by author 
Yahniq Vision. Adams will 
play a small character, John, 
who is a homosexual drug 
addict, although he adds he 
will also be a narrator.

The recordings for the au-
diobook either will be done 
by phone or in a studio, and 
Adams said he’d prefer do-
ing it in a studio – to get the 
full experience. The Vallejo 
resident, who has been an 
actor for the past decade 
said the preview will come 
out in December and the 
audiobook will be released a 
month later.

You may reach David 
Stoneberg at 967-6800 or 
editor@sthelenastar.com

DAVID STONEBERG PHOTOS, 
STAR 

Victoria Ramirez was inside 
the St. Helena Cooling 
Center making sure that 
everyone’s temperature 
was taken, when they first 
arrived and when they left. 
She then wrote down the 
temperatures. She works 
for the city’s recreation 
department.

The City of St. Helena 
established a St. Helena 
Cooling Center at the Carnegie 
Building on Oak and Adams 
streets. The center was open 
during the worst part of the 
hot days, from noon to 8 p.m., 
Sunday and Monday.

Jimmy Adams will soon 
be playing a part in an 
audio book, directed by 
Sacramento resident Travis 
Edwards. Adams is a long-
time checker at Sunshine 
Foods and has been a 
thespian for the past decade.

Specific lease terms have 
not been announced. The 
City Council will discuss 
negotiations in closed ses-
sions at 2:30 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 8. The college Board 
of Trustees will also discuss 
the matter in closed session 
at 4:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept. 
10, followed by an update on 
the Upper Valley Campus 
during open session.

A lease would enable the 
city to consolidate police, 
administration, finance, 
planning, public works and 
parks and recreation staff 
on College Avenue while the 
city plans for a permanent 
City Hall site.

It would also free up the 
temporary City Hall site on 
Railroad Avenue for other 
uses.

The old City Hall on Main 
Street, which was already 
considered obsolete, was 
rendered unusable in De-
cember when a malfunc-
tioning HVAC unit caused 
heavy smoke damage.

Meanwhile, the college 
could continue to offer its 
own programs at the St. 
Helena campus, with an em-
phasis on community edu-
cation, hospitality, culinary, 
tourism management, and 
events like the Napa Valley 
Writers’ Conference. Leas-
ing part of the campus to the 
city would help the college 
offset its operational costs.

“The City and College 
envision the opportunity to 
collaborate to offer mento-
ring or internship possibil-
ities to College students, in 
particular in the fields of ac-
counting and finance, justice 
administration, engineering, 
and public administration,” 
according to the statement.

Public Records Act re-
quests filed by the St. Hel-
ena Star revealed how the 
last round of talks fell apart 
at the beginning of the year.

At a virtual community 
forum in August, college 
President Ron Kraft vowed 
that the campus was here to 
stay, introduced Shawntel 
Ridgle as the campus’ new 
director, and said the college 
remained open to a partner-
ship with the city.

You can reach Jesse Duarte 
at 967-6803 or jduarte@
sthelenastar.com.

Lease
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 The City of St. Helena 
encourages everyone to be 
on the lookout for heat-re-
lated illnesses, either in 
themselves or their fami-
lies and friends. Exposure 
to extreme heat can cause a 
variety of health problems, 
including heat stroke and 
death.

Heat Cramps
Heat cramps occur as 

muscular pains and spasms 
due to heavy exertion. Al-
though heat cramps are the 
least severe, they are of-
ten the first signal that the 
body is having trouble with 
the heat. Symptoms include 
painful cramps, especially in 
the legs, and flushed, moist 
skin. Treatment involves 
moving to a cool place to 
rest. Remove excess cloth-
ing and place cool cloths on 
skin and fan skin.

Heat Stroke
Heat stroke is a serious 

illness characterized by a 

body temperature greater 
than 105 degrees. Symptoms 
may include dry red skin, 
convulsions, disorientation, 
delirium and coma. Onset 
of heat stroke can be rapid; 
serious symptoms can occur 
within minutes. Treatment 
involves the rapid lower-
ing of body temperature by 
taking a cool bath or apply-
ing wet towels to the body. 
Keep victims of heat stroke 
in a cool area and call 911 
immediately.

Heat Exhaustion
Heat exhaustion is a 

milder form of heat stroke 
that may develop due to 
a combination of several 
days with high tempera-
tures and dehydration in 
an individual. Signs of 
heat exhaustion include 
extreme weakness, muscle 
cramps, nausea or head-
ache. Victims may also 
vomit or faint. Heat ex-
haustion is treated with 
plenty of liquids and rest 
in a cool, shaded area.

Tips
Consider the follow-

ing tips and suggestions to 
avoid heat-related illness, 
including:

 Stay indoors as much 
as possible and limit expo-
sure to the sun;

 Drink plenty of fluids 
and replace salts and min-
erals in your body. A sports 
beverage can help replace 
the salt and minerals you 
lose in sweat;

 Alcohol contributes to 
dehydration. Limit intake of 
alcoholic beverages;

 Dress in loosefitting, 
lightweight, and lightco-
lored clothes that cover 
as much skin as possible. 
Protect face and head by 
wearing a widebrimmed 
hat. When outdoors, use 
sunscreen with a SPF of at 
least 15;

 Stay on the lowest 
floor, out of the sunshine if 
air conditioning is not avail-
able;

 Take cool baths or 
showers;

 Place a damp towel 
around your shoulders to 
reduce body heat;

 Never leave children 
or pets alone in closed ve-
hicles;

 Avoid strenuous work 
during the warmest part of 
the day. Use a buddy system 
when working in extreme 
heat, and take frequent 
breaks;

 Eat wellbalanced, light, 
and regular meals. Hot, 
heavy meals add heat to 
your body. Avoid using salt 

tablets unless directed to do 
so by a physician;

 Closely monitor a local 
radio station or TV station 
for the latest information;

 Check on family, 
friends, and neighbors who 
do not have air condition-
ing and who spend much of 
their time alone.

For more information 
on how to stay safe during 
the heat wave and to avoid 
heat-related illness, review 
CDC’s Extreme Heat guide-
lines.

How to avoid heat-related illnesses

JESSE DUARTE, STAR 

The sign in front of St. Helena High School registered a 
temperature of 111 degrees on Monday afternoon.
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SONOMA
19230 Sonoma Hwy
Open M-Sat. 10-5

Sun. by Appt.

RINCONVALLEY
4970 Sonoma Hwy
Open M-Sat. 10-5

Sun. by Appt.

(707) 781-9440
SonomaHotTubs.com

NOW OPEN IN SANTA ROSA

Up to

$4,000
Instant Rebate

+
$1,800 in

Free Options.

10:00 AM – 2:00 PM

EVERY TUES. &THURS.

Spin & Win
Free Play!

Hot Seats

2 COINS
Worth $520 ea.

2 COINS
Worth $520 ea.

1 COIN
Worth $520

100 points = 1 Drawing Ticket

EARN POINTS
THURSDAYS

ONLY

DRAWING

THURS. SEP. 24TH
9:00 PM

Must be 21 or older to play. Must be present to win with valid photo I.D. See Casino for

official rules and details. Twin Pine Casino reserves the right to alter or cancel this and

other promotions at any time, with or without notice.

For more information,

please visit the Harvest Club today!

twinpine.com 707.987.0197

15 MILES NORTH OF CALISTOGA ON HWY 29, MIDDLETOWN

Approved
Lodging

Family Foot Care Specialist

Same Day

Appointments

Available:
Ingrown Toenails

Heel Pain

Bunions

Corns

Calluses &Warts

Diabetic Foot Care

Wound Care

Katrina Di Pasqua, DPM

o o
oot c ee

W ar OPEN f r ll y ur
f ar n ds

We are OPEN for all your
foot care needs.

We are OPEN for all your
foot care needs.

www.NapaLaserPodiatry.com

2017 Jefferson Street • Napa

224-8865
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CARTOON COMMENT | BY JOAN MARTENS

EDITORIAL; WE ENDORSE

 Even in this most extraor-
dinary of election seasons, 
we are taking seriously our 

tradition of interviewing local 
candidates and taking positions 
on local ballot issues.

In the coming weeks we will 
be interviewing all eight City 
Council candidates via Zoom. 
Our first interviews were with 
the three mayoral candidates. 
In our nearly unanimous opin-
ion, City Councilmember Mary 
Koberstein is the best-qualified 
to provide strong leadership on 
issues that have gone unresolved 
for too long.

Koberstein is intelligent, ar-
ticulate, knowledgeable and 
confident. Of the three candi-
dates, her six-point plan is by far 
the most analytical and specific 
concerning workforce housing, 
City Hall, the Adams Street 
property, long-term revenue 
sources, and supporting down-
town businesses.

And in an era when many 
issues are hashed out in Zoom 
meetings, Koberstein had the 
most comfortable “Zoom pres-
ence,” a new but surprisingly 
important criterion for effective 
leadership today.

We are also impressed with 
her record. During her service, 
first on the planning commis-
sion, then as a council member, 
Koberstien has worked hard and 
made her mark on the full range 
of issues facing city government.

Recently, she was instru-
mental in negotiating a cre-
ative development agreement 
for the Farmstead hotel plan, 
in which the developer would 
provide $3.2 million for work-
force housing – with $1 million 
dedicated to a housing project 
on the nearby Phelps property 
– and install “purple pipe” to 
transport recycled water. Her 
career-spanning knowledge of 
smart development and zoning 
are major assets on our council.

Koberstein’s fundamental at-
titude toward decision-making 
and finding desperately needed 
new revenue that balances with 
St. Helena’s quality of life fits 
closely with positions this board 
has consistently taken. For in-
stance, she wants the council to 
follow up on the findings of the 
Financing Civic Infrastructure 
Task Force, use parliamentary 
techniques to focus discussions, 
and move ahead based on clear 
decision-making criteria, even 
in an “energized room” full of 
emotion.

“We have to not be afraid to 
make a decision,” she told us.

Koberstein has specific policy 
recommendations on workforce 
housing (sell city property, in-
crease housing impact fees), 
building long-term revenue 
(consider a hotel on the Adams 
Street property, evaluate an En-
hanced Infrastructure Financing 
District), and helping businesses 
(activate Money Way for dining 

and shopping).
In council meetings, Kober-

stein tends to push for decisive 
action when the rest of the 
council is mired in indecision or 
is ready to move onto the next 
item.

Not having served as mayor, 
she hasn’t gotten a chance to 
prove her skills at building con-
sensus and forming coalitions, 
but she understands it’s an es-
sential part of the mayor’s job 
and we think she can do it.

Koberstein is up against 
Mayor Geoff Ellsworth and 
former Vice Mayor Peter 
White. They possess their own 
strengths and weaknesses, 
and they’re both engaging and 
personable and clearly love St. 
Helena.

Ellsworth noted the signif-
icant accomplishments that 
have occurred during his tenure, 
such as the pending removal of 
the Upper York Creek Dam, the 
adoption of the General Plan, 
and steady progress toward 
upgrading the wastewater treat-
ment plant.

However, most of the heavy 
lifting on those projects was 
done by staff, which Ellsworth is 
quick to credit for its expertise. 
On the difficult policy questions 
that require the most political 
initiative – City Hall, Adams 
Street, building revenue – the 
council has struggled to reach 
consensus.

When he was on the council 
(2010-2018), White consistently 
voted for projects that would 
benefit the economic health of 
St. Helena, and he has useful ex-
perience representing St. Helena 
at the regional level. He shares 
our frustration at a lack of action 
on critical issues.

However, we’re not sure his 
laid-back demeanor would be as 
effective in a leadership role as 
Koberstein’s persistent, focused 
approach.

White’s involvement in an-
other hotel proposal being put 
together by the Napa Valley 
Wine Train also presents chal-
lenges. He admits he would have 
to recuse himself from council 
discussions of that project, but 
he says he’s been advised that he 
could still weigh in on compet-
ing hotels.

Based on the candidates’ in-
terviews and records, we urge 
readers who are thirsting for 
progress to vote for Mary Kober-
stein as St. Helena’s next mayor.

The Star editorial board consists of 
editors David Stoneberg and Sean 
Scully and community volunteers 
Norma Ferriz, Shannon Kuleto, 
Bonnie Long, Peter McCrea, Chuck 
Meibeyer, Gail Showley and Dave 
Yewell. Scully is recusing himself 
from all editorials concerning 
the St. Helena City Council race 
because his wife, Kyrsta Scully, is 
serving as candidate Lester Hardy’s 
campaign treasurer.

Mary 
Koberstein 
for mayor

OPINION
Editorial Board

Sean Scully, Director of News Content
David Stoneberg, Editor

Residents:
Norma Ferriz • Shannon Kuleto 

Bonnie Long • Peter McCrea• Chuck Meibeyer  
Gail Showley • Dave Yewell

Knudsen: Why I’m 
running for city 
council

 I’m formally announcing my 
candidacy for St. Helena City 
Council. Since my appointment 
in January 2019, I’ve brought 
financial acumen, an ability to 
think creatively, a clarity of per-
spective as to key issues facing 
our community, and dedication 
to ensuring all neighborhood 
voices are heard by the council. 
My specific goals have remained 
clear and consistent since then 
— and they are why I’m run-
ning:

1. Create walking oppor-
tunities, historic walks, and 
safe walking and bike trails 
through our rural environment 
for enjoyment by residents 
and visitors alike. That’s why I 
spearheaded the creation of the 
Walking Routes and Open Space 
subcommittee, whose recom-
mendations and next steps were 
received enthusiastically by the 
entire council on July 14.

2. Focus on a full-spectrum 
demographic so low-income, 
moderate-income and mid-
dle-class residents are all wel-
comed and supported. That’s 
why I supported Our Town St. 
Helena’s acquisition of its Pope 
Street property to help house 
our workers and, on behalf of 
council, helped negotiate the 
largest contribution ever to our 
Housing Fund from the pro-
posed Farmstead project.

3. Ensure we have a city gov-
ernment that fosters a strong, 
vibrant sense of community. 
That’s why I, together with the 
Parks & Rec Commission, shep-
herded the renovations of the 
tennis courts and skate park and 
support all our civic-sponsored 
events throughout the year for 
the benefit of all.

4. Ensure that city govern-
ment is responsive to our resi-
dents and makes use of the ex-
pertise we have in town. That’s 
why I proposed the Financing 
Civic Infrastructure Task Force 
(which delivered an excellent 
report), and am dedicated to be 
a conduit between and foster 
communication between staff 
and our residents. Only a few 
of our city employees live here. 
They need our guidance about 
our priorities and interests and 
our expertise about our com-
munity to make sure they’re ef-
ficiently delivering the services 
and direction that we desire for 
our town.

The ongoing pandemic, 
economic uncertainty, and ac-
tive fire season all make this a 
challenging time for all of us. I 
want to thank our residents for 
showing the kind of resilience 
and community spirit that will 
guide and fortify us through the 
days ahead.

I’d like to ask for your sup-
port. Find more information at 
www.davidknudsen.com and 
please mail in your ballots well 
before Nov. 3. Thank you.

David Knudsen
St. Helena

City council needs 
a leader, vote for 
Mary

 Why did it take 14 years to ap-
prove the 2040 General Plan?

A General Plan is a planning 
guideline to a city’s future de-
velopment goals and provides 
policy statements to achieve 

those goals. It is required to be 
updated periodically.

The General Plan was com-
pleted in the summer of 2010 
and the Final EIR was prepared 
in October 2010. In that month, 
the Planning Commission 
completed its review of the 
documents, approved the doc-
uments and sent them to the 
city council for their review and 
approval.

In addition, Peter White said 
in an interview with the Star 
Editorial Board, “White’s only 
regret as a council member is 
tinkering with the General Plan 
a few years ago instead of pass-
ing it.” The council continued to 
review the GP through all of his 
eight years on the council. This 
delay was very expensive to the 
city. The city had to hire a con-
sultant to rewrite both the EIR 
and the General Plan at a cost of 
$336,880 plus hours and hours 
of staff time.

The GP should have been 
passed and amended when the 
Safe Yield Committee finished 
the water studies.

Geoff Ellsworth and Leslie 
Stanton are currently running 
for mayor and city council 
as a ticket of locals that were 
raised in St. Helena and as such 
they believe they have the best 
knowledge base for what the 
community needs. Where were 
they from July 2005 until May 
2019? Leslie did not partici-
pate in the GP update and Geoff 
voted against it in May 2019. (It 
passed 4-1.)

The city council needs a 
leader. Mary Koberstein is a 
leader – please vote for Mary.

For background information, I 
submit the following:

General Plan Update Initia-
tive Committee was appointed 
June 30, 2005. Its mission was 
to tackle Main Street concern 
– review consultants and make 
recommendations to the city 
council. Its first meeting was 
July 28, 2005. Committee mem-
bers were: Sampson Bowers, 
Pat Dell, Sandra Ericson, Bon-
nie Long, Reuben Katz, Grace 
Kistner, Wayne Leong, Peter 
McCrea, Bill Savidge, Eric Sklar, 
Rex Stultz, Jerry Hyde and Joe 
Potter.

The General Plan Update 
Steering Committee (GPUSC) 
held its first meeting in April 
2007.

Its committee members were: 
Anne Cottrell, Alan Galbraith, 
Grace Kistner, Bonnie Long, 
Tracy McBride, Peter McCrea, 
Mary Lou Peterson, Greg Pitts, 
Bill Savidge, John Sales, Bon-
nie Schoch, Eric Sklar, Josefina 
Valenzuela, Kirk Wrede, Susan 
Smith, Mary Agee, Alexander 
Barrett and Jack Bittner.

Phase 1, April 2007 was Com-
munity Visioning and Existing 
Conditions analysis;

Phase 11, February 2008, 
Policy and Physical Framework 
Development;

Phase III, October 2008, Be-
gin General Plan Development;

Phase IV, April 2009, Com-
plete General Plan.

Grace D. Kistner
St. Helena

Supporting Lester 
Hardy for city 
council

 I am writing this letter in 
support of city council candi-
date Lester Hardy. I have come 
to know and appreciate Lester’s 
action-oriented approach to 

addressing local issues and be-
lieve he would be an excellent 
addition to the council. His 
commitment to finding solu-
tions along with his experience 
as a former city council member 
and current planning commis-
sioner make him an ideal candi-
date during a moment in history 
that demands accountability 
from community leaders.

Lester has shown that he is 
ready to serve all St. Helenans; 
including the currently and 
historically underrepresented 
Latinx community. Following 
the killing of George Floyd, 
Lester wrote to the city council 
and requested a special meeting 
in an attempt to address con-
cerns of structural racism and 
social justice as they relate to 
Latinx people living in St. Hel-
ena. He has since been actively 
participating in the outreach 
necessary to make that meeting 
meaningful.

This is not the first time Les-
ter has advocated on behalf of 
the Latinx community, either. 
After the horrific warrantless 
INS raids of 1992, Lester’s re-
quest for a special meeting to 
hear from the aggrieved was 
denied by the city council. They 
went on to reject his resolution 
to prohibit the police from co-
operating with INS operations 
as well.

As a Latina who grew up in 
St. Helena and someone who 
believes that social justice must 
start within our own commu-
nities, I am proud to support 
Lester Hardy. St. Helena would 
be lucky to have him on its city 
council, as he has shown that 
he would work diligently to ad-
dress the needs of all commu-
nity members.

Pamela Fradelizio
Calistoga

Our dedicated 
mayor

 My friendship with Geoff 
Ellsworth has spanned decades. 
He has gotten me out of more 
scrapes than I can count. My 
mother likes to refer to them as 
“pickles.”

Why does this have anything 
to do with his qualifications to 
be reelected mayor?

Because he has shown con-
stancy, bravery, grace, kind-
ness and just good old prob-
lem-solving skills as well as that 
rarest of attributes — dedication 
when it comes to his personal 
relationships as well as his pub-
lic duties.

He is the original “can do” 
guy and just the person we need 
to steward our town through its 
current challenges.

You might say I am an expert 
on Geoff Ellsworth’s character. I 
can’t always hold my own when 
it comes to discussing the com-
plex intricacies of his political 
work, but I can attest to his in-
tegrity and steadfastness with 
the utmost confidence.

I’m not out as often as I’d 
like to be, as we are in a local 
and national emergency but I 
can still be found shopping at 
Sunshine Foods now and again. 
If you’d like to ask me any ques-
tions about Geoff’s reliability as 
a person and why I think he de-
serves your vote, I’m your gal.

We can even discuss his hats 
if you like.

Faxon Russ
Deer Park

UPVALLEY VIEW POINTS

 We are participants of 
the Black Lives Matter 
Monday Vigil. Our fo-

cus – racial eq-
uity and justice. 
The weekly vigils 
(held every Mon-
day from noon to 
1 p.m. at Lyman 
Park on Main 
Street) began as a 
local expression 
of the national 
movement de-
manding that the 

impacts of systemic racism, po-

lice brutality and racial equity 
on Black, Latinx, Indigenous, 
and other people of color be 
addressed in all areas of society, 
including: civic, private, busi-
ness, education, employment, 
and housing.

In this time of heightened 
awareness, we recognize equal 
status and privilege is not 
shared by all in our community. 
The term “white supremacy” 
can easily generate a “not me” 
response among white folks and 

Be a voice for racial 
equity & justice

FRANCI 
CLAUDON, 

NANCY 
DERVIN, 

BETH 
LINCOLN, 

LUKE 
MYERS, 
LESLIE 

STANTON

Please see VOICE, Page A6 Please see LETTERS, Page A6

GUEST COMMENTARY



A6 | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 ST. HELENA STAR

M
1

people who benefit from their 
proximity to whiteness — but 
the reality is that being white 
affords you to jog at 2 a.m., 
hold vigils in front of Lyman 
Park and the police station, 
and shop in our local stores 
without being followed. If 
you were Black, you’d be sus-
pect.

As Desiree Adaway, equity 
consultant, said, “When I say 
all white people are racist, 
I’m not talking specifically 
about your character. I am 
talking about your socializa-
tion.” We recognize that as 
white people, it can be diffi-
cult to see manifestations of 
systemic racism in our nation 
and communities. White 
supremacy thrives on this 
disparity; we cannot address 
an issue we cannot see. This 
moment in history, in which 
we are all participants, is a 
crucial time to speak up and 
act for racial equity and jus-
tice.

On Tuesday, Aug. 25, we 
presented a public comment 
to the St. Helena City Coun-
cil regarding our concerns. 
We asked them to make a 
commitment to becoming 
anti-racist and to update 
the “St. Helena Vision and 
Mission Statement” to re-
flect this commitment by the 
adoption of relevant resolu-
tions. Here is the link https://
sthelena.civicweb.net/docu-
ment/42647.

In addition to the town hall 
currently being organized 
by Mayor Ellsworth, we rec-
ommend that staff develop, 
and council adopts, an ac-
tion plan with defined goals, 
milestones, and planned 
or scheduled reporting on 
progress towards this com-
mitment.

Our presentation to the 
council included four key 
areas that the plan should 
address:

Representation/Inclusion: 
Create pathways for civic en-
gagement that value the per-
spectives of people of color

 Facilitate representation 
on council & committees to 
reflect St. Helena’s diverse 
population;

 Establish a standard that 
all city government commu-
nications, websites, forms, 
and documents be provided 
in both Spanish and English;

 Acknowledge and honor 
the Indigenous history and 
cultures of the people upon 
whose land St. Helena sits;

 Provide facilitated com-
munity listening sessions—
English/Spanish, day/eve-
ning/weekend.

Housing/Amenities: Rec-
ognize the housing inequities 
in St. Helena and the result-
ing segregation of commu-
nities;

 Support existing organi-
zations which are focused on 
addressing equitable housing 
issues in St. Helena;

 Address availability and 
location of affordable family 
and worker housing;

 Assess availability and 
location of developed parks.

 Education: Ensure city 
government and staff mem-
bers are aware of and pre-
pared to address systemic 
racism;

 Establish cultural aware-
ness/sensitivity/communica-
tion education, including an-
tiracism & implicit bias train-
ing for all city employees;

 Extend the above ed-
ucation and training to all 
business owners and those 
residing in the UpValley com-
munity.

 Policing/Public Safety: 
Reimagine 21stcentury public 
safety;

 Partner with local agen-
cies and municipalities to 
expand services, including 
mental health;

 Provide implicit bias 
training every two years, in-
cluding cultural awareness/
sensitivity/communication 
education;

 Ensure reports are writ-
ten in English/Spanish;

 Update policy manual as 
changes are made — for ex-
ample, published policy still 
authorizes the carotid control 
hold;

 Follow Policy 392: Des-
ignate a community relations 
coordinator, a community ad-
visory committee that reflects 
the demographics of the city, 
and conduct annual surveys 
as defined in the policy.

This is a consequential 
moment in our country and 
community. Time is of the 
essence and we hope you 
share our sense of urgency. Be 
a voice for racial equity and 
justice.

Voice
From A5

An evacuated  
family says thanks 
to St. Helena

 No letter of thanks around 
the topic of fires is complete 
without first thanking our First 
Responders. We are humbled 
and grateful for their service to 
the community. However, that 
is not the purpose of this letter.

As residents of Angwin, we 
are on day 10 of evacuation. 
Last Wednesday, as it became 
clear that our community was 
going to be evacuated, the 
messages started pouring in. 
Friends in St. Helena asking 
how they could help. We were 
offered meals, a place to stay, 
help packing the house. A friend 
asked me to stop by his restau-
rant so he could offer us a bottle 
of wine. It was the same story 
everywhere I turned, the res-
idents of St. Helena reaching 
out to friends in Angwin and 
Deer Park (and beyond) to offer 
a hand.

We landed with some friends 
— with our two kids and two 
dogs — and were welcomed with 
open arms. Up and down the 
street where we were staying — 
we saw the cars of others who 
had been evacuated. The neigh-
borhood was packed. The com-
munity of St. Helena was amaz-
ing in the support they offered 
to their friends in surrounding 
areas. It truly warms my heart 
to realize just how lucky we are 
to live in such a place. With all 
the negative happening right 
now in the world, this act of 
kindness by a whole commu-
nity is inspiring. Thank you St. 
Helena for remembering what 
is truly important — reaching 
out to help each other. We are 
grateful.

The Dahline Family
Angwin

Ellsworth is looking 
toward the future

 Some years ago, when Geoff 
Ellsworth was a candidate for 
the city council, I asked him 
what his greatest concern was 
for the future. What was he 
willing to fight for?

He summed it up with two 
words. Water Security.

He has never wavered from 
that commitment.

The wildfires, some still 
burning nearby, are a poignant 
reminder that we, in St. Helena, 
do not live in a bubble. Global 
climate change has brought 
about record high temperatures 
and multiple years of drought, 
which have exacerbated the 
dangers. Unable to draw on 
water from a diminishing wa-
ter table, potential fuels are all 
the more dry and susceptible to 
ignition from even the small-
est spark. On top of that we 
have not acknowledged the role 
that fire has played historically 
in controlling the dangerous 
build-up of fuels. The native 
people who tended this land 
before us understood and prac-
ticed stewardship. We, unfor-
tunately, did not. Now we are 
paying the price.

Even so, most of our elected 
officials seem intent on ignoring 
the connection between ongo-
ing, and somewhat unfettered, 
development and deforestation 
with the resultant and relentless 
draw down on the water table 
and the next major disaster.

Some will try to convince 
you that vineyards will protect 
structures from wildfire, but 
there are enough examples from 
2017 and 2020 of windblown 
sparks and fires actually rac-
ing through vineyards to ignite 
homes, wineries, and tasting 
rooms to prove that is not the 
case. And then they will amend 
it to say “well-watered” and/or 
“irrigated” vineyards will offer 
the needed protection. But who 
is asking the ultimate question? 
Where is that water going to 
come from? It is not a limitless 
resource.

Climate change along with 
the drawdown of the aquifer and 
its impact on wildfire impacts 
us all, but none so much as the 
farmworkers who, often out of 
necessity, continue to work in 
conditions that are unsafe both 
because of the heat and the de-
graded air quality that wildfire 
brings. So, this is very much a 
social justice issue as well.

You can’t claim you care about 
farmworkers while refusing to 
implement broad policies that 
will help create safer working 
conditions for them.

You can’t issue a proclama-
tion, as the City of St. Helena 
did in June 2019, recognizing 
that climate change is a global 
problem and that decisive near-
term action is needed to prevent 
further global warming, and 

then ignore it when making lo-
cal decisions simply because it 
doesn’t suit your needs at the 
time.

After participating in numer-
ous city council meetings and 
personal conversations with 
two of the three candidates, I 
am convinced that Geoff Ells-
worth is the only candidate for 
St. Helena mayor who has held 
steadfast to the city’s promise 
to the future. He is the only 
candidate who is well and truly 
paying attention to the very real 
threats to our water security. 
He is the only candidate who is 
paying attention to the impacts 
that decisions being made today, 
at the city, county, regional and 
state levels, will have for gen-
erations to come. And, he is the 
only candidate actively looking 
for innovative solutions, such as 
economic diversification, that 

will serve our entire community 
well into the future.

Now, more than ever, we need 
leadership willing and able to 
look at the bigger picture and 
explore creative solutions for 
our community through the lens 
of climate change, social justice, 
and water security. Geoff Ells-
worth provides that leadership.

Elaine de Man
St. Helena

There goes Peter 
White again

 Mr. White cannot stop from 
shooting himself in the foot.

As cosponsor of Measure D, 
I feel the need to respond to his 
comments in the St. Helena Star 
which appeared below George 
Caloyannidis’ letter (“Caloy-
annidis: Do you want White as 
mayor?” Aug. 25).

Mr. White argues that Mea-
sure D was “poorly written,” yet 
in this litigious-happy environ-
ment, the mere fact that a spe-
cial interest sought to invalidate 
it, is no proof that it was in fact 
so. The reality is that no one re-
ally knows because no court ever 
ruled on it.

What we do know is that 
the first part of the lawsuit — 
whether the word “essential” 
(as in “essential personnel”) 
was vague — was thrown out 
by the court. What was still on 
trial was whether the word “un-
avoidable” (as in “unavoidable 
landing”) was vague.

Only days before the trial and 
in the face of the dismissal of the 
“essential” clause, the plaintiffs 
sought to avoid it and proposed 
a settlement.

Napa County as the defendant 
party in the lawsuit could not 
possibly “bring the parties to-
gether” as Mr. White alleges. It 
was the plaintiff’s wish to avoid 
the trial it initiated to which 
Measure D consented, allowing 
helicopter landings for very nar-
row, specific agricultural uses 
such as when carrying buckets 
hanging from cables for crop 
seeding, but it kept fully intact 
the prohibition of the trans-
port of personnel, consultants, 
workers, visitors or tourists to 
vineyards or wineries as well as 
of recreational and other uses 
to and from multimillion dollar 
estates.

Measure D accomplished what 
the Hamptons, Long Island, 
Westchester County, Hawaii, the 
Hollywood Hills and many other 
communities wished they had 
when they could have. It thus 
preserved the image of the Napa 
Valley as a quiet, rural agricul-
tural community which lies at 
the heart of its economic engine, 
something Warren Winiarski and 
the late John Shafer, who ought 
to know something, recognized 
with their contributions.

The above gives me the op-
portunity to express my genuine 
appreciation to the law firm of 
Moscone, Emblidge & Otis for 
crafting the “poorly written” 
Measure D and to Napa County 
for engaging the Renne Public 
Law Group which so compe-
tently and successfully defended 
the people’s interest.

As far as Mr. White goes, he 
continues to characterize as 
“gross hyperboles” when he is 
called out for scaring the public 
with comments such as Measure 
D prohibiting the transport of 
patients to hospitals by helicop-
ter and PG&E replacing power 
poles. Neither Napa County 
Code which specifically exempts 
them had deterred him, nor 
did it deter him when County 
Counsel’s Impartial Analysis — 
which usually explains what a 
measure does rather than what 
it does not — felt necessary to 
end the floating fear tactics, 
stated: “The County Code cur-
rently allows emergency med-
ical services landing sites upon 
granting of a use permit. Mea-
sure D does not change or affect 
this provision.” No evidence, no 
reality seems to matter to Mr. 
White.

When a fighter lands a punch 
below the belt, he acknowledges 

his unfair conduct. Mr. White 
chose to run out of the ring es-
caping invitations from not one, 
not two, but four institutions 
in their efforts to facilitate the 
democratic forum of honest, 
informative debate. Can we 
believe Mr. White’s repeated 
scheduling conflict claims or 
his avoiding the embarrassment 
of defending positions he knew 
were false?

Given the opportunity two 
years later, Mr. White cannot 
help himself from shooting 
himself in the foot once again 
by arguing without offering a 
shred of evidence that Measure 
D “created a mess for the city 
and many of the businesses we 
depend on for revenue and jobs.” 
Talk about hyperboles!

To top it all off, again without 
offering a shred of evidence, he 
used this forum to attack his op-
ponent Mr. Ellsworth accusing 
him of having “stirred fear in 
voters” during Measure D.

This time, back in the ring 
against two competent op-
ponents and with no way to 
escape, Mr. White will face the 
people’s referee.

Christine Tittel
Cosponsor of Measure D

Calistoga

Please support Hardy 
for city council

 I am writing to endorse Lester 
Hardy for the St. Helena City 
Council.

Lester has demonstrated his 
personal commitment to the 
future of St. Helena by his many 
years of active involvement in 
our city’s government and com-
munity activity, including his 
service on our St. Helena City 
Council from 1990 to 1994. Be-
yond that, he has been an active 
participant in many of the dis-
cussions held during city coun-
cil meetings.

Lester brings a distinguished 
career of community activity 
and demonstrated ability in un-
derstanding the complex issues 
that need to be addressed by the 
council.

It is my pleasure to add my 
endorsement for Lester Hardy 
and encourage my fellow citi-
zens to support Lester.

Don Fraser
St. Helena

An Englishman’s 
view of a baseball 
hall of famer

 I was like so many saddened 
by the passing of Baseball Hall 
of Famer Tom Seaver, who died 
Aug. 31 at age 75. However, my 
reasons were different than most 
people who knew of his exploits 
on the baseball field. I am led to 
believe he was pretty special.

Tom would come into the 
Calistoga Roastery for a latte 
looking like an average Joe with 
a casual attire and a pruning 
shears on his hip.

Over the years he always re-
ferred to me as “laddie” and 
we had a good banter going on. 
I was unaware of who he was 
other than he was Tom who 
drank lattes. Eventually one of 
the staff asked if I knew who 
he was and explained just what 
an icon he was. It’s my under-
standing Tom did not like to talk 
much about baseball after retir-
ing to Calistoga but would prefer 
to talk wine.

One afternoon I chatted to 
Tom about a movie I had seen 
where the main character 
wore a Tom Seaver Mets jersey 
throughout the movie. The basic 
story line was about a group of 
old friends getting back together 
for the first time after one of the 
group had left town with the 
jersey wearing character’s Tom 
Seaver baseball card. It wasn’t 
a great movie, and I asked Tom 
if it would be weird to watch a 
movie centered around himself.

“Laddie,” he said, “we all have 
heroes!”

It turned out that one of 
Tom’s was the Welsh actor Rich-
ard Burton. Burton was playing 
in “Camelot” on Broadway and 
had been asked to throw out 
the first pitch. Tom was coming 
back from injury and was dying 
to meet him. Burton was in the 
dugout reading the newspaper, 
Tom was doing laps around the 
field (something apparently he 
never did). He finally plucked up 
the courage to approach Burton 
but was lost for words. Burton 
looked up and asked Tom how 
his shoulder was. They chatted 
for awhile and Burton offered 
seats to see “Camelot.” Tom 
arrived to front row seats, and 
during the performance Burton 
dropped right in front of Tom 
and gave him the two thumbs 
up. Tom revealed it was a very 
special moment in his very spe-
cial life!

Tom was a wonderful baseball 
player and a great storyteller. 

I think he appreciated, for the 
longest time, he was just Tom 
to me and we shared many a 
moment, which I shall always 
cherish.

Clive Richardson
Calistoga

Worried about  
the businesses  
in St. Helena

 As thewildfires come under 
control, with hundreds of thou-
sands of acres already burned, 
we grieve and pray for those who 
lost loved ones and or personal 
property. Yet we are so thankful 
for the many lives and homes 
spared compared to previous 
fires.

Hopefully, the spread of 
COVID-19 is also slowing down. 
We have more power to control 
the virus than the fires. I hope 
we will all do our best to be good 
soldiers as we battle this insid-
ious disease. Being older and 
immune-compromised, I have 
been mostly sheltering at home.

We are probably going to see 
more businesses close over 
the next several months. I was 
speaking by phone with a shop-
keeper on Main Street a few 
weeks ago and she told me she 
expects a “retail apocalypse” 
due to inertia brought on by the 
pandemic. People are getting 
used to doing things differently 
and largely from home and 
they’ll come to like that, she told 
me.

I can’t support all the busi-
nesses in St. Helena. I do my 
best to support the ones that 
are relevant to my lifestyle and 
that I can afford. I’m pretty sure 
most everyone reading this is 
doing the same. I hope so.

I drove to the ocean a few days 
ago for some fresh air and beau-
tiful scenery. It was good to get 
out of the house and away from 
the smoke. During my excur-
sion, I thought about what the 
future of St. Helena might look 
like. The phrase “survival of the 
fittest” kept coming to mind. I 
think survival of the most rel-
evant might be more realistic. 
Either way, I don’t want anyone 
to suffer if it can be avoided.

I am praying for all of us here 
in St. Helena and the broken 
world around us while looking 
forward to those better days that 
are surely coming. I hope they 
come soon.

Nancy Dervin
St. Helena

Vote for caring, 
kindness & Biden  
on Nov. 3

 I have listened to the words 
and observed the actions of 
both party’s leaders over the last 
three years and watched some 
of each convention over the last 
few days. I woke up this morning 
with two different show tunes 
swirling through my brain, each 
addressing the question “What 
Makes the World Go Round?”

The first song was performed 
by Liza Minnelli and Joel Grey 
in “Cabaret.” Grey plays Emcee, 
the deranged Master of Cere-
monies of the decadent Kit Kat 
Club, and Liza is the flamboyant 
Sally Bowles, who performs at 
the club. They perform a duet, 
“What Makes the World Go 
Round,” while Joel drops coins 
onto Liza’s bosom and Lisa 
pitches coins into Joel’s pants.

The song, which is a show 
stopper, is ironically performed 
to a flock of marginalized citi-
zens and and Nazi sympathizers 
in a depressed 1930 Berlin, as 
the National Socialist Party is 
gaining power. The conclusion 
of the show leaves the fate of 
Sally and Emcee to Hitler’s to-
talitarian regime.

The second tune was the 
number performed by Ann Ma-
ria Alberghetti in the Broadway 
musical “Carnival.” She plays an 
optimistic orphan Lili, who runs 
off to join the circus. Another 
circus performer, Paul, the crip-
pled puppeteer, played by Jerry 
Orbach, vents his sorrow and 
anger about his physical condi-
tion through his puppets.

When Lili sings “Love Makes 
the World Go Round” to com-
port the grieving puppet, Paul 
falls in love with her. This tune 
underscores the theme of the 
show. Lili falls in love with the 
puppeteer and they are destined 
to live happily ever after.

These tunes reflect the themes 
of our two different political 
parties. I am hopeful that we 
will ignore the message of Em-
cee and Sally Bowles that places 
the quest for money above the 
need for caring and kindness. I 
hope voters will agree with Lili’s 
belief that Love make the World 
Go Round and vote for Joe Biden 
on Nov. 3.

Frank Toller
St. Helena

Letters
From A5

OPINION
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Temperatures climbed into 
the triple digits over Labor Day 
weekend, as Napa Valley resi-
dents baked in the heat and pre-
pared for PG&E’s PSPS (Public 
Safety Power Shutoff) event.

The heat reached 111 degrees in 
Calistoga and St. Helena on Sun-
day and Monday, and both towns 
set up cooling stations through-
out the day to accommodate a 
limited number of people, due to 
COVID-19 restrictions.

Red Flag weather conditions 
also prompted PG&E to imple-

ment a PSPS event by shutting 
off power to more than 5,000 
customers in Napa Valley and the 
surrounding areas, starting early 
Tuesday morning, with resto-
ration beginning on Wednesday.

The National Weather Service 
was forecasting strong gusts in 
the higher elevations of the North 
Bay Tuesday morning, then di-
minishing. A peak gust of 70-80 
mph at Mount St. Helena “isn’t 
out of the question,” forecasters 
said.

Impacted areas included Cal-
istoga, Deer Park, Angwin, Aetna 
Springs, Berryessa Estates, the 
eastern slopes above St. Helena, 
and parts of Pope Valley. Napa 
was included in 22 counties and 
about 172,000 customers in the 
power outage.

PG&E just last week installed 
new generators in Calistoga to 
replace those used during last 
year’s power shutoffs, but they 
were not needed for this shutoff, 
said PG&E spokesperson Deanna 
Contreras.

“The temporary microgrid 
in Calistoga was ready, but was 
out of operational scope for this 
PSPS event because the Calistoga 
Substation remained energized, 
which is the normal source of 
power for Calistoga,” she said.

However, certain residents and 
businesses did experience an 
outage between 10:15 a.m. and 
about 1:30 p.m., which affected 
an area that included businesses 
downtown on Lincoln Ave-
nue and neighborhoods around 
Washington Street. Between the 

heat, no power, and not knowing 
when power might be restored, 
many businesses closed for the 
day.

This outage was due to “a 
squirrel climbing into the wires,” 
Contreras said.

Other Calistoga neighborhoods 
lost power about 3:15 a.m., and it 
was restored at about 8:15 a.m.

The Napa County Fairgrounds, 
where Cal Fire has set up base for 
the LNU Complex Fires, lies out-
side of the area PG&E generators 
reach, and was running on their 
own generators.

While the total area covered by 
this red-flag warning included 
some 1.5 million PG&E custom-
ers, it is limiting the number af-
fected by the PSPS to 12% of that 
total, the utility said in its Mon-

day night announcement.
“While PSPS is an important 

wildfire safety tool, we under-
stand the burden PSPS places 
on our customers especially for 
those with medical needs and 
customers shelter at home in re-
sponse to the novel coronavirus 
(COVID-19). We are working to 
reduce the number of customers 
affected and the length of time 
they are without power.”

After the higher winds subside, 
PG&E will inspect de-energized 
power lines to ensure they were 
not damaged before restoring 
service, and then reconnect cus-
tomers in stages, according to the 
company, which said its goal is to 
restore power to nearly all cus-
tomers within 12 daylight hours 
after severe weather has passed.

Record temps, first PSPS of the season
PG&E says squirrel 
causes outage  
in Calistoga

FOR THE REGISTER

 The pending removal of the Upper York 
Creek Dam has put a stop to a daily $70 
fine that’s been levied against the City of 
St. Helena for almost eight years.

Thanks to rapid progress on the long-

awaited project, which will improve fish 
passage and restore habitat along York 
Creek, the National Oceanic and Atmo-
spheric Administration has suspended 
the $70 per day penalty the city has in-
curred since November 2012, the city an-

nounced Friday.
The city paid a total of $259,645, in-

cluding a one-time payment of $70,000 
upon execution of the agreement. The 
money went for the benefit of Central 
California Coast Steelhead in the Napa 

watershed.
The city awarded a $3.2 million contract 

to McCullough Construction to perform 
the work. The project should be done in 
November, followed by continual mon-
itoring.

Daily fine ends as dam removal progresses

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 City officials are working with 
local merchants and the St. Hel-
ena Chamber of Commerce on a 
“pop-up park” on Hunt Avenue.

The plan would free up space for 
businesses to offer outdoor dining 
and shopping in a safe setting by 
temporarily closing Hunt Avenue 
to traffic between Main Street and 
Railroad Avenue.

The idea is still being developed, 
but it could include benches, ta-
bles, shade umbrellas, screened 
safety barricades, and potted 
plants and trees.

Most stores and restaurants are 
allowed to operate indoors, but in-
door space is limited by COVID-19 
protocols.

The City Council told staff to 
keep collecting input from mer-
chants and work out details like 
sanitation. Staff will report back 

at the Sept. 22 council meeting.
The closure of Hunt would last 

about a month and temporarily 
eliminate 12 on-street parking 
spaces.

Sonoma, Healdsburg and 
Windsor have established similar 

pop-up parks. City Manager Mark 
Prestwich credited Vice Mayor 
Paul Dohring with bringing the 
idea to St. Helena.

 You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.com.

‘Pop-up park’ planned on Hunt

JESSE DUARTE, STAR 

The city is considering closing off this segment of Hunt Avenue between 
Main Street and Railroad Avenue to create a space for outdoor dining and 
shopping.

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 Vintner Carl Doumani wants 
to build a soccer field at Wappo 
Park.

Doumani is proposing a 
150-by-240-foot grass soccer 
field inside the main entrance to 
the park, north of the dog park. 
He has offered to fund all plan-
ning and construction costs of 
the park and a restroom.

The City Council encouraged 
city staff on Tuesday to keep 
working with Doumani and flesh 
out details like liability and envi-
ronmental review.

“This is a donation to the city 
to improve currently unimproved 
land,” said City Councilmember 
David Knudsen, who met with 

Doumani to discuss the offer. 
“Some people would like to keep 
it unimproved, I suppose. To me, 
this seems like a perfect use of a 
field in a nice location.”

According to a staff report, 
Doumani would like to get the 
soccer field done by Dec. 31, but 
City Manager Mark Prestwich 
said the process would probably 
take longer.

Councilmember Mary Kober-
stein and Mayor Geoff Ellsworth 
said the city could use the oppor-
tunity to develop a standard pro-
cess for accepting philanthropic 
offers.

 You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.
com.

Soccer field planned 
for Wappo Park

Napa’s Best
For over 20 years, The Meadows of Napa Valley has been the retirement destination in Napa Valley. That’s because we offer
more of what older adults are looking for to enjoy the best years of their lives, including delectable dining options, a world-
class fitness and aquatic center, services to free yourself from life’s little hassles, and a host of amenities that put your
health and well-being first. Choosing a Life Plan Community is perhaps the most important choice you’ll make—by choosing
The Meadows, you can rest assured that you’ll be joining a community full of thriving residents who love every adventure
life brings. These are just a few of the many things you’ll only find here, at Napa’s premier not-for-profit community!

Call 707-320-2185 today to schedule your personalized video tour
and learn more about what sets The Meadows apart from the rest!

An IOOF Community. A not-for-profit, resident-centered community. Equal housing opportunity. RCFE#: 286801070 • COA#: 334 • SNF#: 110000292.

1800 Atrium Parkway, Napa, CA 94559

S EN IOR-L IV ING EXPER I ENCE FOR OVER 20 YEARS

meadowsnapa.com
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Three weeks after the massive 
LNU Lightning Complex fires be-
gan, the blaze is 91% contained, 
Cal Fire said on Tuesday morn-
ing.

The fires had burned 375,209 
acres, killed five people, injured 
five people, destroyed 1,491 
structures and damaged another 
232.

As of Tuesday, crews continued 
to work to reinforce containment 
lines. Fire suppression repair 
teams remain active throughout 
the area. Assigned resources in-
clude 85 engines, 34 water ten-
ders, four helicopters, 29 hand 
crews, 35 bulldozers, and 1,315 
personnel. Additionally, numer-
ous air tankers from throughout 
the state are flying fire suppres-
sion as conditions allow, accord-
ing to Cal Fire.

The LNU Lightning Complex 
was made up of three fires, the 
Hennessey Fire, 317,900 acres; 
the Walbridge Fire, 54,940 acres; 
and the Meyers Fire, 2,360 acres. 
Containment of all three are be-
tween 91 and 100 percent.

Shortly after 9 a.m., Sunday, all 
evacuation orders and warnings 
connected to the Hennessey Fire 
had been lifted, according to Napa 
County’s Office of Emergency 
Services (OES).

The only remaining fire-re-
lated closure in Napa County is 
for Berryessa-Knoxville Road 
from Eastside Road to the Lake 
County border, which will remain 
off limits until further notice due 
to hazardous conditions along the 
roadway, said Napa County OES.

Swaths of rural northern and 
eastern Napa County, includ-
ing the woodlands surrounding 
Lake Berryessa, were evacuated 
as the Hennessey Fire erupted on 
the morning of Aug. 17. It later 
spread into Colusa, Lake, Solano, 
Sonoma and Yolo counties.

The magnitude of the Hen-
nessey Fire’s impact on Napa 
County was presented to the 
Board of Supervisors on Sept. 1.

Within the county the fire de-
stroyed about 250 homes, dam-

aged 12 homes and burned several 
hundred barns, garages and other 
outbuildings, county Planning, 
Building and Environmental 
Services Director David Morrison 
said. Both aerial and on-ground 
surveys were used for the esti-
mate.

“We’ve been contacted by sev-

eral members of the public who 
are anxious to get started on re-
building, like the phoenix out of 
the fire,” Morrison said.

The Hennessey Fire burned 
164,948 acres in Napa County, 
said Cal Fire incident commander 
Sean Kavanaugh. The Napa Valley 
and its cities were spared damage.

The burn zone comprises 33% 
of the entire county, encircling 
Lake Berryessa, and spreading to 
four nearby counties. The light-
ning-spawned fire has burned in 
the rural east county, destroying 
homes in such small communi-
ties as Spanish Flat and Berryessa 
Highlands.

Napa County has experience 
in fire recovery from the October 
2017 fires that destroyed about 
650 homes. “Over the last four 
years, we’ve lost more than 900 
homes in Napa County due to 
wildfires,” Morrison said.

Once again, dump trucks will 
be rumbling along rural roads 
carrying ash and debris from the 
ruins of homes. Home ruins are 
hazardous material sites, Morri-
son said. Chemicals are embed-
ded in the ashes.

About 300 tons of hazardous 
materials and 60,000 tons of 
fire-related debris must be re-
moved, he said. The county is 
making the case that the state 
and federal governments should 
help. Otherwise, homeowners 
will have to do the removal jobs 
on their properties themselves.

“I think that they deserve bet-
ter,” Morrison said.

People were allowed to return 
to the small, rural community of 
Berryessa Estates Tuesday morn-
ing, he said.

According to the Associated 
Press, wildfires have burned a 
record 2 million acres in Califor-
nia this year. After a typically dry 
summer, California is parched 
heading into fall and what nor-
mally is the most dangerous time 
for wildfires. Two of the three 
largest fires in state history are 
burning in the San Francisco Bay 
Area. More than 14,000 firefight-
ers are battling those fires and 
dozens of others around Califor-
nia.

LNU Lightning Complex fires burn 375,000 acres
Cal Fire: Blaze destroys 
1,491 structures,  
is 91% contained

COURTESY OF CRAIG MORTON 

The view of Spanish Flat burning during the Hennessey fire from a boat on Lake Berryessa.

HOWARD YUNE PHOTOS, REGISTER  

Frank Brugioni looks through a charred tool box left standing when his 
home at Berryessa Highlands burned to the ground in the Hennessey Fire. 

A Napa County inspector’s red tag marks as uninhabitable a two-story house 
on Arroyo Grande Drive that collapsed when the Hennessey Fire spread to the 
Berryessa Highlands, a community near the southern tip of Lake Berryessa.

You were made for more. More carefree fun. More restful nights.

More laughing without leaking. Urinary incontinence affects one in every

three women, yet few women talk about the condition. Many think it’s just a

normal part of aging. The truth is, incontinence is a highly treatable condition.

Learn more about the types of incontinence, helpful lifestyle tips and surgical

and non-surgical treatment options available to improve your quality of life

from board-certified OB/GYN, John Kirk, MD.

Dr. Kirk specializes in all aspects of caring for women—from pregnancy

through menopause. He brings 25 years of experience and training from

Yale University School of Medicine and Cedars-Sinai Medical Center.

Call today to schedule an in-person or virtual visit.
1100 Trancas Street, Suite 250, Napa | 707-253-1135
821 South St. Helena Highway, Suite 1, St. Helena | 707-967-7550
AdventistHealthStHelena.org

Made for more freedom

John H. Kirk,
MD, FACOG
OB/GYN
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 NEW YORK — Tom Seaver, the 
galvanizing leader of the Miracle 
Mets 1969 championship team and 
a pitcher who personified the rise 
of expansion teams during an era 
of radical change for baseball, has 
died. He was 75.

The Hall of Fame said Wednes-
day night that Seaver died Monday 
from complications of Lewy body 
dementia and COVID-19. Seaver 
spent his final years in Calistoga.

Seaver’s family announced in 
March 2019 he had been diagnosed 
with dementia and had retired 
from public life.

He continued working at Seaver 
Vineyards, founded by the three-
time NL Cy Young Award winner 
and his wife, Nancy, in 2002 on 
116 acres at Diamond Mountain in 
the Calistoga region of Northern 
California.

Seaver was diagnosed with Lyme 
disease in 1991, and it reoccurred 
in 2012 and led to Bell’s Palsy and 
memory loss, the Daily News of 
New York reported in 2013.

“He will always be the heart 
and soul of the Mets, the standard 
which all Mets aspire to,” Mike 
Piazza, a former Mets catcher 
and Hall of Famer, tweeted when 
Seaver’s dementia diagnosis was 
announced.

Nicknamed Tom Terrific and 
The Franchise, Seaver was a five-
time 20-game winner and the 
1967 NL Rookie of the Year. For 
his career, from 1967-86, he had 
a 311-205 record with a 2.86 ERA, 
3,640 strikeouts and 61 shutouts. 
He became a constant on maga-
zine covers and a media presence, 
calling postseason games on NBC 
and ABC even while still an active 
player.

He was elected to the Hall of 
Fame in 1992 when he appeared on 
425 of 430 ballots for a then-record 
98.84%. His mark was surpassed 
in 2016 by Ken Griffey Jr., again in 
2019 when Mariano Rivera became 
the first unanimous selection by 
baseball writers, and in 2020 when 
Derek Jeter fell one vote short of a 
clean sweep.

His plaque in Cooperstown 
lauds him as a “power pitcher who 
helped change the New York Mets 
from lovable losers into formi-
dable foes.” He changed not only 
their place in the standings but the 
team’s stature in people’s minds.

Seaver pitched for the Mets 
from 1967 until 1977, when he was 
traded to Cincinnati after a pub-
lic spat with chairman M. Donald 
Grant over Seaver’s desire for a new 
contract. It was a clash that in-
flamed baseball fans in New York.

“My biggest disappointment? 
Leaving the Mets the first time and 
the difficulties I had with the same 
people that led up to it,” Seaver told 
The Associated Press ahead of his 
Hall induction in 1992. “But I look 
back at it in a positive way now. It 

gave me the opportunity to work 
in different areas of the country.”

He threw his only no-hitter 
for the Reds in June 1978 against 
St. Louis and was traded back to 
New York after the 1982 season. 
But Mets general manager Frank 
Cashen blundered by leaving 
Seaver off his list of 26 protected 
players, and in January 1984 he was 
claimed by the Chicago White Sox 
as free agent compensation for 
losing pitcher Dennis Lamp to 
Toronto.

While pitching for the White 
Sox, Seaver got his 300th win at 
Yankee Stadium and did it in style 
with a six-hitter in a 4-1 victory. 
He finished his career with the 
1986 Boston Red Sox team that 
lost to the Mets in the World Series.

Supremely confident — and not 
necessarily modest about his ex-
traordinary acumen on the mound 
— Seaver was a 12-time All-Star 
who led the major leagues with a 
25-7 record in 1969 and a 1.76 ERA 
in 1971. A classic power pitcher 
with a drop-and-drive delivery 
that often dirtied the right knee 
of his uniform pants, he won Cy 
Young Awards with New York in 
1969, 1973 and 1975. The club re-
tired his No. 41 in 1988, the first 
Mets player given the honor.

“From a team standpoint, win-
ning the ’69 world championship 
is something I’ll remember most,” 
Seaver said in 1992. “From an indi-
vidual standpoint, my 300th win 
brought me the most joy.”

Seaver limited his public ap-
pearances in recent years. He did 

not attend the Baseball Writers’ 
Association of America dinner in 
2019, where members of the 1969 
Mets were honored on the 50th an-
niversary of what still ranks among 
baseball’s most unexpected cham-
pionships.

Five months later, as part of a 
celebration of that team, the Mets 
announced plans for a statue of 
Seaver outside Citi Field, and the 
ballpark’s address was officially 
changed to 41 Seaver Way in a nod 
to his uniform number.

Seaver did not attend those cere-
monies, either, but daughter Sarah 
Seaver did and said her parents 
were honored.

“This is so very appropriate 
because he made the New York 
Mets the team that it is,” said Ron 
Swoboda, the right fielder whose 
sprawling catch helped Seaver 
pitch the Mets to a 10-inning win 
in Game 4 of the ’69 Series. “He 
gave them credibility.”

When the Mets closed their 
previous home, Shea Stadium, on 
the final day of the 2008 regular 
season, Seaver put the finishing 
touches on the nostalgic ceremo-
nies with a last pitch to Piazza, and 
the two walked off together waving 
goodbye to fans.

George Thomas Seaver was born 
in Fresno, California, on Nov. 17, 
1944, a son of Charles Seaver, a top 
amateur golfer who won both his 
matches for the U.S. over Britain 
at the 1932 Walker Cup.

Tom Seaver was a star at the 

BASEBALL

Mets great Tom Seaver dies at 75
18-year Calistoga 
resident battled 
dementia, COVID-19

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

New York Mets pitcher Tom Seaver, shown in March 1968, was the galvanizing leader of the Miracle Mets 1969 championship team and a pitcher who 
personified the rise of expansion teams during an era of radical change for baseball.

DAVE MOSHER PHOTO 

Baseball Hall of Famer Tom Seaver exchanges high-fives with players 
during St. Helena Little League Opening Day ceremonies at Crane Park 
back in 2016. 

MARTY JAMES
napasports@napanews.com 

 Phil Mickelson is in the field for 
the fifth year in a row.

Fellow major champions Jordan 
Spieth, Sergio Garcia and Shane 
Lowry will each be making their 
first appearances.

Twenty-three players who 
have won on the PGA Tour over 
the past two seasons are entered.

Three players from the win-
ner’s circle at Silverado Resort and 
Spa will be here: Emiliano Grillo, 
Brendan Steele and Kevin Tway.

They will all be in town for the 
Safeway Open, the season-open-
ing event on the PGA Tour’s 2020-
21 schedule. It’s presented by 
Chevron. Taking place on the par-
72, 7,166-yard Silverado North 
Course from Sept. 10-13, it’s also 
the first of 50 official FedExCup 
tournaments that lead directly 
to the FedExCup playoffs in the 
wrap-around schedule.

“The better the field is, the 
better the tournament is going 
to be. And this year we’ve got 
some stars,” said Jeff Sanders, the 
tournament’s executive director. 
“We’ve got a great field. We’re go-
ing to showcase our great product 
and our great venue at Silverado 
around the world.”

Mickelson, a 44-time winner 
on the PGA Tour with five ma-
jor titles, added to his sparkling 
legacy as he won the Charles 
Schwab Series at Ozarks Na-
tional at Ozarks National Golf 
Course in Ridgedale, Missouri in 
his PGA Tour Champions debut 
last month. He won in glittering 

wire-to-wire fashion – shooting 
22-under par and posting a Tour 
record-tying 191 total for 54 holes. 
He also became the 31st World 
Golf Hall of Fame member to win 
on the PGA Tour Champions.

“I want to thank Phil Mickelson 
for playing five years in a row in 
the Safeway Open. We just can’t 
thank Phil enough,” said Sanders. 
“He’s obviously been our head-
liner for five years and he’s coming 
back. We know he could take that 
week to practice and get ready for 
the U.S. Open, but he’s coming to 
Silverado. He’s playing great golf. 
I know he loves Silverado. I think 
he could contend and I think Phil 
Mickelson could win.”

The date of the Safeway Open 
comes after the Tour Champion-
ship in Atlanta and the week be-
fore the U.S. Open, set for Sept. 
17-20 at Winged Foot Golf Club in 
Mamaroneck, New York.

“We have a tough week. There’s 
no question we have a tough date 
this year, the week between the 
Tour Championship and the U.S. 
Open,” said Sanders. “But on the 
other hand, some of the players 
like to play that week before so 

they can get ready for the U.S. 
Open. I know that Phil Mickel-
son is one of these guys that likes 
to play the week before and test 
out some shots he wants to play 
at Winged Foot. He’ll probably try 
some shots at Silverado that he vi-
sualizes, that he’s going to need to 
have at Winged Foot.

“I think Jordan Spieth, Shane 
Lowry, Sergio Garcia and Phil 
Mickelson is one hell of a four-
some.”

Mickelson has familiarity with 
Silverado, having placed at the 
Safeway Open three straight years 
– tying for eighth place in 2016 
(14-under 274), tying for third 
place in 2017 (12-under 276), ty-
ing for 17th place in 2018 (8-under 
280). He missed the cut last year.

Mickelson, No. 54 in the Official 
World Golf Ranking, will bring 
momentum to Napa.

“Being able to play and compete 
(at the Charles Schwab Series at 
Ozarks National) was very help-
ful for me rather than shutting it 
down for a couple weeks,” he said 
after his win on teescripts. “To 

PGA TOUR

Safeway Open gains 3 more major champs
Spieth, Garcia 
and Lowry to join 
Mickelson in field

ASSOCIATED PRESS 

Phil Mickelson, left, and Jordan Spieth wait on the 12th green as second 
round play continues during the Genesis Open on Feb. 16, 2019 in the 
Pacific Palisades area of Los Angeles.

Please see SAFEWAY, Page B2

Please see SEAVER, Page B2
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compete against these leg-
ends and to come out on top 
and to play well and get a 
little bit of momentum, I’ll 
go over to Napa and play our 
Safeway event the week be-
fore the U.S. Open and see if 
I can get sharp then.

“But I’ll be working on 
my game the next week and 
a half, see if I can be really 
sharp for the U.S. Open. Ob-
viously I have a lot of work to 
do and some redemption at 
Winged Foot, but it’s a great 
golf course and I’m looking 
forward to the challenge.”

Also headed to Napa are 
Spieth, an 11-time PGA 
Tour champion who has won 
Masters Tournament (2015), 
U.S. Open (2015), and Open 
Championship (2017) titles, 
and Garcia, the winner of 10 
events, including the Mas-
ters (2017).

“To have Jordan Spieth 
and Sergio Garcia in the 
field is off the charts. Those 
two players are world-class 
players with fantastic re-
cords in the game of profes-
sional golf,” said Sanders, the 
President of Sportfive Golf 
Events, the company pro-
ducing the Safeway Open. 
“I’m just thrilled to have the 
ability for us to have both of 
those players and Phil lead 
the headliners this year.”

Spieth, a resident of Dal-
las, Texas, has the experi-
ence of having played on 
three Presidents Cup teams 
(2013, 2015, 2017) and three 
Ryder Cup teams (2014, 
2016, 2018).

Spieth did not advance in 
the FedExCup playoffs as he 
missed the cut at The North-
ern Trust at TPC Boston in 
Norton, Massachusetts last 
month. He is 107th in the Fe-
dExCup rankings and 69th 
in the Official World Golf 
Ranking.

“Jordan Spieth knows how 
to win. He’s not afraid to take 
it on down through that fi-
nal nine holes on Sunday,” 
Sanders said.

During the 2019-20 sea-
son, Spieth has three Top-
10 finishes, four Top-25 fin-
ishes, and 14 made cuts.

He tied for eighth at The CJ 
Cup @ Nine Bridges at Jeju 
Island, Korea last October. 
He finished tied for ninth in 
February at the AT&T Pebble 
Beach Pro-Am. He tied for 
10th at the Charles Schwab 
Challenge in June at Colonial 
Country Club in Fort Worth, 
Texas.

“He just lacks maybe a 
little bit of confidence right 
now. But you know, all it 
takes is a couple of good 
rounds and he’s off to the 
races,” Sanders said. “I feel 
like Jordan is on the brink of 
having a great week. And I 

know his game, when it’s on, 
it’s as good as anybody’s in 
the world. I think he can win 
the Safeway Open. I think 
the golf course will remind 
him a lot of golf courses in 
Texas that he plays, that 
have great big trees, espe-
cially great big oak trees in 
that part of the world. I think 
that Jordan Spieth is going to 
have a great week.”

More recently, Spieth 
finished tied for 30th at 
the World Golf Champion-
ships-FedEx St. Jude Invi-
tational at TPC Southwind, 
Memphis, Tennessee; tied 
for 71st at the PGA Champi-
onship, played at TPC Hard-
ing Park in San Francisco; 
and tied for 72nd at the 
Wyndham Championship, 
played at Sedgefield CC in 
Greensboro, North Carolina.

“I’ve got a lot of years in 
front of me and hopefully 
the best years in front of 
me,” Spieth said on www.
asapsports.com at the PGA 
Championship. “I just stay 
the course. I keep my head 
down, focus on what our 
team is trying to accom-
plish and work each day re-
ally, really hard. I’ve worked 
my butt off over the last year 
mentally, physically and me-
chanically. Things will start 
to come together. I believe 
it.”

Lowry and Garcia are top 
players.

Garcia, from Castellon, 
Spain, won The Masters in 
2017 and is a 10-time win-
ner on the PGA Tour. He is 
44th in the Official World 
Golf Ranking.

Lowry won The Open 
Championship at Royal Por-
trush Golf Club in County 
Antrim, Northern Ireland 
last year. Lowry, No. 28 in the 
Official World Golf Ranking, 
is from Clara, County Offaly, 
Ireland.

“Sergio and Shane are 
world-class European play-
ers and they have had a 
ton of success playing golf 
around the world,” said 
Sanders. “Lowry’s victory 
at the Open Championship 
was amazing. He’s a proven 
world-class Tour player. 
Having him in the field, as a 
past Open champion, is huge 
for us.”

Also in the field are Matt 
Kuchar, Jim Furyk, Brandt 
Snedeker, Jason Duf-
ner, Jimmy Walker, Charl 
Schwartzel, Keegan Bradley, 
Maverick McNealy and Har-

old Varner III. The field will 
consist of 156 players.

The North Course, re-de-
signed in 2011 by Johnny 
Miller, a 25-time PGA Tour 
champion and World Golf 
Hall of Fame member, pres-
ents a challenge with narrow 
fairways, deep rough and 
green complexes that have 
slope and undulations.

“It’s a classic layout with 
big trees, winding fairways 
and elevation. It’s always 
in superb condition,” said 
Sanders. “It’s not a long 
course. One of the reasons 
why the guys don’t go real 
low here is because the 
greens are very, very diffi-
cult to putt and they’re very 
difficult to read. If you don’t 
understand those greens, it’s 
hard to make a lot of putts.

“You’ve got to hit your ball 
from the fairways and you’ve 
got to hit them the right 
distance. You’ve got to be a 
great iron player to score at 
Silverado. You’ve got to put 
the ball in the right spots on 
those greens because those 
greens are fast and they’re 
tricky.”

No spectators
The Safeway Open an-

nounced in mid-July that 
that the event will not have 
spectators in attendance due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic.

In past years, the event 
has featured concerts, a food 
and wine pavilion, and other 
on-site venues for food and 
beverages.

“First and foremost, we 
have an obligation to our 
unbelievably fantastic fans 
to keep them safe,” said 
Sanders. “We are sad to not 
be able to host and entertain 
our fantastic fans and our 
sponsors this year.”

In previous years, tour-
nament organizers have 
had a golf festival model at 
the Safeway Open in place, 
marketing the event around 
food, wine, music and golf.

“While it’s disappointing, 
we’re just happy to be play-
ing and be able to show-
case the tournament, the 
pros and the resort, around 
the world,” said Sanders. 
“There’s no question, it’s 
going to feel very different. 
That is something we are go-
ing to greatly miss this year 
because we love getting to 
entertain our fans from the 
time they get on the golf 
course until the time they 
leave the concerts at night 

after golf.”

Charities
In the last four years, the 

Safeway Open has generated 
over $8 million for charities. 
Officials expect to contrib-
ute $2 million this year to 
charities.

“We’re proud of that,” said 
Sanders. “We’re going to 
have a nice year for the char-
ities and the local charities.”

Fifth year of Safeway 
Open

This is the fifth year of the 
tournament with Safeway as 
the title sponsor. The five-
year agreement with Safe-
way as the title sponsor runs 
through 2020.

There has been no an-
nouncement as to the future 
of the event.

“There will be discus-
sions during tournament 
week, this year, between the 
PGA Tour and Safeway,” said 
Sanders. “I really don’t have 
any other insight other than 
that there will be discussions 
about the future starting 
during tournament week 
this year and probably right 
after. I don’t really know 
more than that right now. 
We’ll see what happens.”

Champ not in field
The Safeway Open will be 

missing its defending cham-
pion, Cameron Champ, who 
is from Sacramento.

Champ is currently play-
ing in the Tour Champion-
ship, his third FedExCup 
playoff event in a row, and 
is also entered in the U.S. 
Open, Sept. 17-20 at Winged 
Foot Golf Club in Mama-
roneck, New York.

He informed Safeway 
Open officials that he will 
not play in the event.

Champ had rounds of 67, 
68, 67 and 69 for a 17-un-
der 271 total and won by 
one shot, edging out Adam 
Hadwin, last year at Silver-
ado. There was a field of 144 
players.

“That was definitely, 
again, a win that will proba-
bly be one of my most mem-
orable golfing tournaments 
of my life,” Champ said on 
www.asapsports.com on 
Sept. 2 from East Lake Golf 
Club in Atlanta, site of the 
Tour Championship. “And 
then throughout the rest of 
the year I played definitely 
more consistent than I did 
my first year. Obviously 
there was room for im-
provements, but I definitely 
saw the growth in just myself 
personally, then obviously 
my game.”

Champ led the field last 
year at Safeway in driving 
distance (337.1) and scram-
bling (84.2 percent).

His 369-yard drive at No. 
18 in the final round was the 
longest drive hit on that hole 
by any player in the field. It 
led to a birdie, as he got up 
and down from a collection 
area, just off the green and 
made the putt from just over 
three feet to secure the first-
place $1.188 million check.

“This is kind of my home 
event. To have so many fam-
ily and friends here, it’s just 
been awesome,” he said.

It was his second victory 
on the PGA Tour, in his 33rd 
start as a professional.

“Everything fell into 
place,” said Champ. “You 
know, I was hitting it well 
off the tee, which for me I 
feel like I really feed off that. 
When I’m hitting it well off 
the tee, it just flows into ev-
ery other aspect of my game. 
My misses are better. I didn’t 
miss short-side pretty much 
all week, I kept it in places 
where I can get it up and 
down. So I think it was just 
the flow.”

Safeway Open 
qualifiers

Zack Sims and Aaron Bev-
erly, who work in the golf de-
partment at Silverado, each 
failed to advance in Safeway 
Open pre-qualifiers.

Sims, a Napa High gradu-
ate who played on golf teams 
at Santa Rosa Junior College 
and Holy Names University 
of Oakland, shot even-par 72 
and did not make the cut in 
a pre-qualifier on Sept. 2 at 
El Macero Country Club in 
Yolo County.

Nine players, led by Joe 
Highsmith, the medalist 
with a 7-under 65, advanced.

Beverly, named to the 
Sacramento State All-De-
cade Team (2010-2020) for 
men’s golf, missed the cut 
after shooting a 1-over 73 in 
a pre-qualifier on Sept. 3 at 
Yolo Fliers Club in Wood-
land.

Jack Ireland, Alex Lee, 
Justin De Los Santos and 
Donald Kay tied for medalist 
honors at 5-under 67.

Twenty players advanced.
The final Safeway Open 

qualifier is Monday, Sept. 7 
at Chardonnay Golf Club & 
Vineyards in American Can-
yon. The course will be set 
up as a par-71, 6,800-yard 
layout. Starting times run 
from 7:30 to 9:54 a.m.

There are 49 players in the 
field. Only four players will 
qualify and advance to play 
in the Safeway Open.

Jack Ireland and Corey 
Pereira, who are in the final 
qualifier, have had success in 
the past in Napa.

Ireland won his first pro 
event at the Napa Open last 
year at Silverado. Ireland, 
who played college golf at 
UCLA, beat Alex Lee on the 
first hole of a sudden death 
playoff. He birdied the 
par-5 18th hole of the North 
Course to take the title of the 
Golden State Tour event. It’s 
a mini-tour event.

Ireland, who is from Mis-
sion Viejo, had rounds of 75, 
67 and 71.

Pereira won the inaugural 
Napa Open in 2019. Pereira, 
a resident of Cameron Park 
who played at the University 
of Washington, had rounds 
of 66, 68 and 68 for a 14-un-
der-par 202 total.

TV coverage
Golf Channel will carry all 

four rounds.
Coverage on Thursday, 

Sept. 10 and Friday, Sept. 11 
is from 1-4 p.m., each day.

Weekend coverage on Sat-
urday, Sept. 12 and Sunday, 
Sept. 13 goes from 3-6 p.m., 
each day.

More information
For more information 

about the tournament, go to 
safewayopen.com or pga-
tour.com.

Safeway
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SPORTS

ASSOCIATED PRESS  PHOTOS

Sergio Garcia, rear, tips his hat to Shane Lowry after 
their match in round-robin play at the Dell Match Play 
Championship on March 27, 2019 in Austin, Texas. 

Jordan Spieth yells “fore” after his tee shot as Phil Mickelson 
watches during the BMW Championship on Sept. 16, 2017 in 
Lake Forest, Ill.

University of South-
ern California and was 
drafted by Atlanta in 
1966. He signed with 
the Braves for $51,500 
only for Commissioner 
William Eckert to void 
the deal. The Trojans 
already had played ex-
hibition games that year, 
and baseball rules at the 
time prohibited a club 
from signing a college 
player whose season had 
started. Any team will-
ing to match the Braves’ 
signing bonus could en-
ter a lottery, and Eckert 
picked the Mets out of 
a hat that also included 
Cleveland and Philadel-
phia.

Among baseball’s 
worst teams from their 
expansion season in 
1962, the Mets lost more 
than 100 games in five of 
their first six seasons and 
had never won more than 
73 in any of their first 
seven years. With cher-
ished Brooklyn Dodgers 
star Gil Hodges as their 
manager, a young corps 
of pitchers led by Seaver, 
Jerry Koosman, Gary 
Gentry and a still-wild 
Nolan Ryan, and an of-
fense that included Cleon 
Jones and Tommie Agee, 
the Mets overtook the 
Chicago Cubs to win the 
NL East with a 100-62 
record in 1969.

They swept Hank 
Aaron and the Atlanta 
Braves in the first NL 
Championship Series 
to reach the World Se-
ries against highly fa-
vored Baltimore, which 
had gone 109-53. Seaver 
lost the opener 4-1 in 
a matchup with Mike 
Cuellar, then pitched a 
10-inning six-hitter to 
win Game 4, and the Mets 
won the title the follow-
ing afternoon.

Perhaps his most 
memorable moment 
on the mound was at 
Shea Stadium on July 9, 
1969, when he retired his 
first 25 batters against 
the Chicago Cubs. 
Pinch-hitter Jimmy 
Qualls looped a one-out 
single to left-center in 
the ninth inning before 
Seaver retired Willie 
Smith on a foulout and 
Don Kessinger on a fly-
out.

“I had every hitter 
doing what I wanted,” 
Seaver recalled in 1992. 
“Afterward, my wife was 
in tears and I remem-
ber saying to her: ‘Hey, I 
pitched a one-hit shutout 
with 10 strikeouts. What 
more could I ask for?’”

Seaver
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Now is the Time to
Stain Your Deck!
With the rainy season approaching,
choose from our wide variety of top
quality stains to protect your deck.

We also carry

971 Lincoln Avenue, Napa 707.226.5211

www.devinepaintcenterinc.com
Mon - Fri 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m • Sat: 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Closed on Sunday

"SERVING THE NAPA VALLEY SINCE 1935"

707-963-3536
1297 Pine Street, St. Helena, CA.

We provide specialized funeral services and pre-planning
arrangements designed to meet the needs of each family.

morrisonfuneralchapel@gmail.com

FD 687

OUTSIDE DINING OPEN!/ GIFT CARDS

1207 Foothill Blvd • Calistoga, CA
707-942-5605 • BustersSouthernBBQ.com

MONDAY - SATURDAY 10 AM - 8 PM
SUNDAYS 10 AM - 7 PM

/@BustersSouthernBBQ

To-Go Orders
Welcome!

Call 942-5605

Providing you with the quality, integrity,
and professionalism you deserve.

2240 Brown St, Napa, CA 94558
Phone: 707.252.6611
Fax: 707.252.1025

STORE HOURS:
Monday – Friday
8:00am to 5:30pm

222

Napa Valley’s
place to sell your
Coins & Jewelry

Come in and see Jason!
Monday - Friday 10am - 6pm

3053 JEFFERSON ST.
NAPA, CA 94558 • (707) 252-2188

NAPAGOLDANDSILVER.COM
Jason Bowman
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SPOTLIGHT

ANN COSTELLOE
St. Helena Farmers’ Market 

 If the impacts of COVID-19 
weren’t bad enough, the Hen-
nessey Fire put us again to the test. 
Thankfully, we have heard from 
many of our growers and vendors 
that they have made it through 
this latest disaster, but not with-
out consequences, some we may 
not even realize for months to 
come.

Alberto Solis and his family, 
who live next to his Encina Farms, 
were evacuated but consider 
themselves lucky. The farm was 
surrounded by fi re but it did not 
get to the irrigated area where his 
pigs congregate and are protected 
even in worse-case scenarios. Al-
most scarier was the potential im-
pact to the trees that produce the 
acorns that feed the animals. En-
cina was spared catastrophe but 
due to the smoke they had to delay 
some deliveries to customers.

Jess Arnsteen, Culinary Farm 
Manager at Long Meadow Ranch, 
reports they were fortunate the 
fi res haven’t destroyed anything, 
but were certainly impacted as 
many of their employees were 
evacuated and one lost their home. 
When the heavy smoke caused our 
Farmers’ Market to close, LMR set 
up a pop-up market that many 
patrons appreciated. The folks 
at LMR are watching the smoke 
reports closely to try and work 
around it to protect their employ-
ees who work outside.

Stan Devoto of Devoto Gardens 
could see all fi ve fi res from his 
West Sonoma Farm but thankfully 
suff ered no damage. Like after the 
2017 fi res, he is worried about the 
smoke and possible damage to his 
Pinot Noir grapes. I was surprised 
to learn that his apples, however, 
are very resilient to smoke damage 
and will be fi ne.

The risk and uncertainly of 
smoke taint, whether it is real or 
perceived, was echoed by Rene 
Haug of Talahalusi Gardens. There 

SHFM: 
Wildfires & 
smoke, here 
we go again!

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Rene Haug of Talahalusi Gardens 
is concerned about the risk and 
uncertainly of smoke taint. He is a 
vendor at the St. Helena Farmers’ 
Market, which is held from 
7:30 a.m. to noon Fridays at the 
Upper Napa Valley campus of Napa 
Valley College.

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 The adage that there is no typ-
ical Napa Valley harvest might be 
true, but with a brutal heat wave 
coming on the heels of weeks of 
wildfi res and smoke, the 2020 
harvest is shaping up to be even 
more atypical than usual.

As in past weeks, growers re-
port a light, early harvest with 
high quality and, although it’s 
still early, no sign of smoke taint.

“The 2020 harvest on Howell 
Mountain is showing promise, 
despite the past few weeks of 
chaos,” said Angelina Mondavi 
of Mondavi Sisters Collection 
of Aloft and Dark Matter Wines. 
“Our grapes have loved this heat 
wave, with seeds starting to 
brown and the sugar developing.”

Growers in some areas are turn-
ing their attention from whites to 
reds.

“Catch your breath,” said Jen-
nifer Rue of Oakville Ranch Vine-
yards. “Once reds start, it’s look-
ing to be a fast and furious one.”

Here’s this week’s harvest re-
port, organized by American Vi-

ticultural Area (AVA):
Calistoga — Matt Crafton, 

Chateau Montelena — “Harvest-
ing red grapes began in earnest this 
week both ahead of and during the 
latest round of heat. Time will tell 
whether picking ahead of the hol-
iday weekend was a good decision, 
although there were undoubtedly 
some vineyards that were ready. 
The key for the remainder of the 
week will be whether off shore 
wind-fl ow develops and if so, how 
severe it is. Those gusty breezes 
out of desert not only increase 
fi re risk, but can dry berries on the 
vine astonishingly quickly. With 
that said, it’s been encouraging 
to have some sporadic patches of 
blue sky. And although the heat 
is yet another challenge, it’s one 
we’ve surmounted before.”

Howell Mountain — Laura 
Barrett, Clif Family Winery 
— “With the intense heat this 
week Howell Mountain vintners 
have turned their attention to 
red winemaking. At Clif Family 
Winery, we harvested our Estate 
Zinfandel and Mike Dunn of Retro 
Cellars had his fi rst pick of Syrah 

from Summit Lake. With the ear-
lier varietals ripening quickly, we 
still have weeks to wait for our 
Cabernet. Angelina Mondavi, 
winemaker and co-proprietor 
of Mondavi Sisters Collection 
of Aloft and Dark Matter Wines, 
said, ‘The 2020 harvest on How-
ell Mountain is showing prom-
ise, despite the past few weeks of 
chaos. Our grapes have loved this 
heat wave, with seeds starting to 
brown and the sugar developing.’ 
Nothing like 100-plus degrees 
to kick harvest into fast gear, as 
winemakers work long and hard 
through this past Labor Day 
weekend. I think we are all fi nally 
feeling the adrenaline and excite-
ment of the vintage!”

Diamond Mountain District
— Dawnine Dyer, Dyer Vineyards 
— “On Diamond Mountain the 
2020 season has, in a word, been 
hot … smoky and hot! With the 
small crop, the extreme heat and 
lingering smoke, I think we’d all 
like to get the fruit off  the vine 
and safe in the wineries as soon 

NAPA VALLEY HARVEST REPORT

Heat wave hastens ripening

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Chardonnay in a gondola at Smith-Madrone on Spring Mountain. 

DAVID STONEBERG
editor@sthelenastar.com 

 When asked to be in-
terviewed about his 
war service, nearly 
the fi rst thing that 

Silverado Orchards resident 
Newell Erickson said was “I 
don’t have too many war stories 
to tell.”

Turns out he was wrong. 
In 1952, the U.S. Army 

drafted Erickson, who turns 89 
this month, and he ended up 
spending 14 months in Korea, 
fi rst driving an ambulance and 
then serving at a MASH (Mobile 
Army Surgical Hospital) unit. 
“I turned 21 in Korea,” he said, 
laughing and talking on an out-
side concrete patio, adjacent to 
his room. “What a heck of a way 
to celebrate a birthday.”

He didn’t like driving an am-
bulance, because it was “a mov-
ing target” with a big red cross in 
the center of a big white circle. 
The symbols were on both sides 
of the ambulance and on the top 
– “so the planes could tell what 
they were bombing.” The Army 
“wouldn’t let us paint over” the 
symbol, “because that was de-
stroying government property,” 
he said, so, they smeared mud on 
the sides, making the ambulances 
less of a target for the Chinese 
and North Koreans.

At the MASH unit, Erickson’s 
job was in Admissions and Dis-
positions, a job now called “tri-
age.” Erickson said, “My job was 
to decide who needed attention 
and who was beyond attention. 
That was a tough job, to decide 
who lives or who dies. I didn’t 
care for it too much. But that’s 
what I did.”

After basic training in Vir-
ginia, Erickson took his medical 
training at Brooke Army Medical 
Center at Fort Sam Houston in 
Texas. Although he was trained 
as a surgical technician, he said 
he “never saw the inside of a sur-
gery.”

Mother Dunn 
At the MASH unit, nurses 

also served, just like in the well-
known television program. 
“There was a lot of hanky-panky 
going on,” Erickson added. Show-
ers were taken in separate tents 
– one for the nurses and one for 
the GIs. “Somehow or other, and 
I have no idea how, I didn’t have 
anything to do with this,” Erick-
son said, nearly 60 years after 
the fact, “there was a hole in the 
nurses’ shower room tent. And 
the guys were lining up to take a 
peek. It was ridiculous,” he said, 
adding, “The entertainment was 
pretty sparse there.” 

“Most of the nurses were pretty 
nice,” including an older nurse, 
whose last name was Dunn. She 
was a lieutenant colonel and in 
charge. “We called her Mother 
Dunn — she looked after all of us 
young kids, kept watch on us and 
got a kick out” the nickname.

The U.S. Army used Sikorsky 
helicopters to transport pa-
tients, each strapped to a skid. 
There was a plastic canopy that 
went over the litters – “so they 

wouldn’t get the blast of the ro-
tor blades in their faces,” Erick-
son said. “They were a lifesaver 
in the wintertime, because the 
helicopters would come in and 
they’d have what we called chop-
per bags” – a huge down sleeping 
bag – covering the person and the 
litter. When the helicopters left, 
they’d leave the chopper bags, 
“because sometimes they’d 
be bloody,” Erickson said. The 
ground crew used to take the 
bags and wash them. “I think 
we’d have frozen to death if it 
hadn’t been for those bags. We 
put our sleeping bags right inside 
of them,” he added.

Eight GIs slept in a large tent, 
with space heaters at each end, 
fueled with diesel oil. Erickson 
remembers a time that was so 
cold – 40 degrees below zero — 
that the diesel fuel was frozen and 
wouldn’t fl ow into the heaters. “I 
thought we were going to freeze 
to death,” he said. They wrapped 
rags around a coat hanger and lit 
the rags to thaw out the lines. 

THEY SERVED WITH HONOR 

14 months serving in Korea
St. Helena’s Newell 
Erickson tells 
MASH war stories

DAVID STONEBERG PHOTOS, STAR 

When asked to talk about his war stories, St. Helenan Newell Erickson says he doesn’t have too many to tell, then spends the next 45 minutes telling 
his stories, many with great laughter. Newell Erickson is a resident of Silverado Orchards on Pope Street in St. Helena. He served in the U.S. Army 
for fi ve years, beginning in 1950 and spent 14 months in Korea.

SUBMITTED PHOTO S

ABOVE: Nels and Susan Erickson were Newell Erickson’s parents. 
Nels was born in Sweden in 1882. TOP: Newell Erickson plays a guitar 
when he was a soldier in Korea. He is not a left-handed guitar player, 
the negative was fl ipped when it was printed.

Please see MARKET, Page B4

Please see ERICKSON, Page B5

Please see HARVEST, Page B6



B4 | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 ST. HELENA STAR

M
1

B4 | THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 10, 2020 ST. HELENA STAR

Date High Low Forecast
Thursday, Sept. 10  87  55  Sunny
Friday, Sept. 11  89  55  Sunny
Saturday, Sept. 12  92  56  Sunny
Sunday, Sept. 13  89  54  Mostly sunny
Monday, Sept. 14  87  58  Sunny
Tuesday, Sept. 15  89  60  Sunny
Wednesday, Sept. 16  91  59  Sunny

Avg. High 86
Avg. Low  52
Mean  69
Record High  113 (1955, 2020)
Record Low  35 (1934)
Avg. Precip.  0.28”Forecasts are from Weather.com. 

Looking ahead

August statsDate  High  Low  Rain
9/1  80  56  0”
9/2  81  58  0”
9/3  88  57  0”
9/4  97  53  0”

Date  High  Low  Rain
9/5  107  56  0”
9/6  113  69  0”
9/7  112  72  0”

Last week

LIVES OF THE VINES

Precipitation
(Year runs July 1-June 30. 
Yearly normal is 34.80”)

September total  0”
Year to date  0.53”
Wettest Sept.  3.66” (1959)
Driest Sept.  0” (various)
Bell Canyon Reservoir level 
as of July 27: 52.7 percent of 
full capacity

COMMUNITY

UPVALLEY WEATHER

JESSE DUARTE, STAR 

Grapes wait to be harvested along Silverado Trail south of Calistoga.

 A few years ago I vowed never 
to complain about the weather, 
as long as it was less than 105 
outside. Well, it hit 113 on Sun-
day, so I feel justified in bellow-
ing that this weekend was too 
blazing hot! But I survived it with 
some help from fans and a few 
good books, so rather than sub-
ject you to a harangue, I’m going 
to keep it positive and pass out 
some kudos…

***
First, to the City of St. Hel-

ena for setting up a cooling 
center at the Carnegie Building 
on Sunday and Monday. Next, 
to my energy-conscious friend 
and all the other hale souls who 
toughed out the entire weekend 
without using their air-condi-
tioners, thus lightening the load 
on our overtaxed electrical grid. 
And to the weekly demonstra-
tors who refused to let Monday’s 
scorching heat deter them from 
speaking out against racism in 

front of Lyman Park. And finally 
to the firefighters who spent the 
weekend building containment 
around the remnants of the LNU 
Lightning Complex fires. You all 
deserve an icy cold beverage of 
your choosing.

***
Fond thanks to the members 

of the St. Helena Kiwanis 
Club who set up American flags 
downtown last Friday, just in 
time for Labor Day. Following 
a tradition begun by Kiwanian 
Bob McCoy about 21 years ago, 
the club faithfully adds patriotic 
color to the downtown electro-
liers every Memorial Day, Fourth 
of July, Labor Day and Veterans 
Day.

***
I would have told you that a 

beloved female tabby named 
Nina has been missing from 
Wallis Court since the evening 
of Sept. 2. But after submitting 
the first draft of my column, I got 

the wonderful news that Nina 
was found safe. Here’s to happy 
endings!

***
Our Town St. Helena, which 

is responsible for the wonderful 
Brenkle Court project, is looking 
for a half-time executive direc-
tor with experience in nonprofit 
management, knowledge of af-
fordable housing development 
and financing, the ability to over-
see multiple projects at once, and 
the skills to write and edit doc-
uments, reports and marketing 
materials. Do you know someone 
who would be a good fit? Tell him 
or her to send a resume and cover 
letter to John Sales at john@
ourtownsthelena.org.

***
Mi Sueño Winery of Napa was 

featured on the Today Show on 
Aug. 25. In the four-minute clip, 
founders Lorena and Rolando 
Herrera talk about immigrating 
to the U.S. from Mexico and fol-

lowing their dreams. “I wasn’t 
afraid of whether Mi Sueño (My 
Dream) was going to succeed 
or not,” Rolando says. “I was 
more afraid of not pursuing my 
dream.” You can find the clip on 
today.com/3rd-hour-today.

***
No more free rides. After 

suspending fare collection in 
March to minimize interaction 
between drivers and riders, the 
VINE will start charging for rides 
beginning Sunday, Sept. 13. Re-
member that face coverings and 
social distancing are required 
at all times on buses and at bus 
stops. Find more details at vine-
transit.com/fares.

***
As a baseball fan, I’m mourn-

ing the death of pitching legend 
Tom Seaver of Calistoga. In a 
tribute on the MLB Network, 
sportswriter Peter Gammons 
talked about Seaver’s milestone 
300th win, which occurred when 

he was wearing (rather oddly) a 
White Sox uniform and playing 
(quite fittingly) in New York City 
against the Yankees. He was 40 
and near the end of his career, 
but he was still Tom Terrific, so 
manager Tony La Russa left him 
in to pitch the ninth and go for 
one of his 231 complete games 
(no active pitcher today has more 
than 26). With two outs, slug-
ger Don Baylor came up, clearly 
salivating for one of Seaver’s 
trademark fastballs. Instead, 
Seaver threw him a first-pitch 
change-up. Baylor got out in 
front and flied out to left to end 
the game. Willie McCovey was 
once similarly flummoxed by 
a Seaver change-up in a high-
stakes at-bat. You see, Seaver 
wasn’t just talented – he was 
smart, and he understood that 
pitching was about deception, 
not sheer power. I never got to 
meet him, but it was a privilege 
to share a valley with him.

AUNT HELENA

may be far-reaching impacts 
to the grape growing busi-
ness here in the Napa Valley 
similar to what we experi-
enced in 2017.

Growers have experi-
enced a huge reduction in 
business this year largely 
related to COVID’s punch on 
the restaurant industry and 

the fire added just one more 
knock. So come on out Friday 
and help our local growers 
continue to be sustainable 
in the wake of this challeng-
ing year.

Please join us at our tem-
porary location at Napa Val-
ley College’s Upper Campus 
next Friday from 7:30 until 
noon. For the most up-to-
date information, please visit 
us at sthelenafarmersmkt.
org, sign up for the Market’s 

weekly online Newsletter or 
follow us on Facebook, Ins-
tagram or Nextdoor.

 Ann Costelloe is a member 
of the St. Helena Farmers’ 
Market Board of Directors, 
an enthusiastic lover of all 
things St. Helena and sends 
a huge note of appreciation 
and thanks to our devoted 
firefighters who tirelessly 
work to protect our lives, 
homes and land.

Market
From B3

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 The Boys & Girls Clubs 
of St. Helena and Calistoga 
ramped up its meal program 
during the fires, with help 
from a big-name nonprofit.

With people returning 
to work, the club was get-
ting ready to wind down its 
Feed Our Families program, 
which had been established 
to provide food for people 
who’d been affected by the 
COVID-19 shutdown and 

to keep restaurant workers 
employed during the pan-
demic.

However, the LNU Light-
ning Complex fires created 
new demand for food as 
thousands of people were 
displaced and, in some  
cases, even lost their homes.

The club hit the road to 
deliver meals, water, N95 
masks, gift cards, pet food 
and other supplies to dis-
placed families of club 
members staying at camp-

Boys & Girls Club feeds fire victims

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

The staff of the Boys & Girls Clubs of St. Helena and Calistoga teamed up with the nonprofit 
World Central Kitchen to feed families displaced by the LNU Lightning Complex fires.

grounds or in their cars. 
Executive Director Trent 
Yaconelli opened the St. 
Helena and Calistoga club-
houses to evacuees so they 
could use the Internet and 
get out of the smoke.

The club had already 
been teaming up with Press 
restaurant and the Rudd 
Foundation when repre-
sentatives of chef José An-
drés’ World Central Kitchen 
(WCK) got in touch after 
learning of the Feed Our 
Families program on Face-
book.

Since 2010, WCK has 
served approximately 20 
million meals to disaster 
victims around the world. 
The operation was prepar-
ing meals in Vacaville, and 
organizers wanted to partner 
with the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of St. Helena and Calistoga.

Yaconelli offered to let 
WCK prepare meals in the 
club’s kitchen in Calistoga. 
He also got them in touch 
with chef Cindy Pawlcyn of 
Mustard’s, which began pro-
viding 150 meals a day.

There are already talks 
about WCK renovating the 
kitchen and using it as a base 
of operations during future 
disasters.

“It looks like it’s going to 
be a lasting partnership,” 
Yaconelli said.

Between COVID-19 and 
the fires, the club has pro-
vided about 21,000 meals to 
families.

Disaster relief may seem 
far afield from the Boys & 
Girls Club’s original mission, 
but “you have to be willing to 
pivot and be flexible,” Yacon-
elli said.

“What I thought our job 
was – after-school care – has 
changed radically in the last 
year, and if I don’t change 
and move with it, then I’m 
not supporting our families,” 
he said.

To donate to the club, or 
directly to the Feed Our Fam-
ilies program, go to bgcshc.
org.

You can reach Jesse Duarte 
at 967-6803 or jduarte@
sthelenastar.com.

Now is the time to have your
home or business professionally

cleaned and disinfected!
(707) 342-7690

advancedecocleaning.comA better way to clean.

Napa owned business since 2005
Licensed, Bonded and Insured
Commercial & Residential

YOUR FIRST STEP TO A CAREER IN EDUCATION

If you want to work with
children and students, or
you have an interest in office
administration, finance or
program support, NCOE
may have a position that’s
just right for you.

We are Hiring!

Visit napacoe.org/jobs/ today to learn more
about our current job openings.
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The MASH unit was at 
Inge Pass, high in altitude 
and about 40 miles north 
of the 38th Parallel. “I 
know it was cold up there, 
we were in the mountains,” 
the St. Helenan said.

Hot chow 
Time for a couple more 

war stories? Yeah, sure, 
why not? After all, New-
ell said he doesn’t have too 
many, clearly a fi b. As he 
was remembering his sto-
ries, his eyes would light 
up, he’d squint and then 
he’d laugh while telling 
the tale.

“Every once in a while, 
they’d bring the kitchen 
trucks up and they’d 
cook us a hot meal.” The 
GIs would line up, under 
camoufl age nets, waiting 
for “this hot chow.” Now, 
this was a big deal, be-
cause Erickson said they 
lived on cold C and K ra-
tions.

Only one problem – 
“There was a stinking 
little plane that used to 
come over … they knew 
exactly when we’d form 
up for our hot meal 
and they’d drop a hand 
grenade or some small 
explosive. Everybody 
would scramble and the 
food would go every-
where.”

Erickson was in line 
and, he said, “I got some 
shrapnel in my rear end, 
just a tiny little bit and 
it did more damage tak-
ing it out then going in. 
I thought sure I was going 
to die right there, because 
it burned like heck.” He 
adds he has some scars to 
prove it.

Moving MASH 
Another time, Erickson 

said he remembers when 
the Chinese entered the 
war and orders came down 
to move the MASH unit to 
a safer location – they were 
about to be overrun. “So 
they loaded everything up 
in a convoy” and headed 
to South Korea. “Of course 
our truck broke down. The 
convoy didn’t stop, they 
just kept going. They did 
call on a walkie-talkie to 
get another truck to come 
up,” he said.

There they were, two 
drivers and two GIs with 
a loaded down truck, 
pulling an equally loaded 
trailer. “We’re sitting out 
in the middle of no man’s 
land,” Erickson said, but 
while they were waiting, 
they discovered they had 
the offi  cers club on their 
truck, and it included a 
keg of brandy dates. You 
can imagine what hap-
pened next and Erickson 
said, “We weren’t feeling 
any pain.”

The second truck arrived 
and soon was loaded. “We 
took off  and didn’t know 
where the convoy went. We 
headed down the road,” he 
said. They passed a group 
of MPs, who were waving, 
“We just waved back and 
kept on going.” Another 
half-mile, they stopped 
because the road was blown 
up and was just rubble. “We 
couldn’t get through, we 
were pulling a trailer and 
we spent the night there,” 
Erickson said. The next 
morning, one of the GIs got 
out to fi nd fresh water and 
another GI popped out of 
a foxhole with a question: 
“Are you crazy, you’re right 
in the middle of a battle 
zone!”

Erickson said daylight 
came, an airplane fl ew 
over and shot rockets at the 
truck. “They missed, thank 
goodness. They hit the 
bank, probably 100 yards 
above the truck and all the 
rubble came down.” The 
driver’s eyes “got as big as 
saucers” and Erickson said 
he never saw anybody turn 
a truck around as fast as he 
did. It took the four men to 
unhook the trailer and push 
it out of the way, and then 
hook it back up again. “We 
fi nally caught up with the 
convoy, because the MPs 
knew where it was and they 
told us where to go.”

That experience of 
spending 14 months in Ko-
rea wasn’t fun, but Erick-
son said, “We made it. It’s 
funny because when you’re 
young, you don’t worry too 
much about those things. 
You’re immortal. We 
weren’t terribly scared even 
then, because when you’re 
young, you don’t know any 
better.”

Overall about his service 
in Korea, Erickson said, 
“It was an experience that 
I’m glad I had, but I sure 
didn’t want to go when I 
fi rst got my orders.” His 
fi rst thought was that he 
was never coming back, 
but “everything worked out 
OK.” The Korean War was 
from June 1950 to July 1953. 

Married, with kids 
After leaving the service 

in 1954, Erickson said he 
got married “like a fool” 
in 1955 and their fi rst child 
was born a year later. “We 
didn’t want to wait. He who 
hesitates is lost,” he adds.

Newell and his wife, Kay, 

had two girls and a boy, not 
included a baby that died at 
30 months. Today, his son 
has spent 30-some years 
teaching conversational 
English to executives in 
Korea.

After his war service, 
Erickson said, “Not much 
happened after that … all I 
did was worked and raised 
kids.” He dug ditches for a 
while, shingled roofs for 
several years in Lincoln, 
Nebraska, and during the 
winter, he and a friend 
shoveled snow in the ritzy 
part of town. “We made 
more money shoveling 
snow than we did work-
ing, because as soon as the 
snow fell, someone would 
call us and because we had a 
regular route, people knew 
we’d be there,” Erickson 
said.

In the roofi ng business, 
he thought he was making 
pretty good money, $1.45 an 
hour, and he got up to $1.75 
an hour before he quit.

Erickson split up with 
his fi rst wife and ended 
up meeting and marrying 
Sharon at Pacifi c Union 
College. “I knew her for 
35 years,” he said, and they 
were married for 31 years. 
Sharon passed away last 
November. Erickson’s last 
job was running the com-
mercial laundry at PUC, 
which he did for 24 years, 
until he retired in 1997. “We 
did fi ve hospitals and all the 
hotels from Calistoga to 
Napa. We had a big oper-
ation going there,” he said.

The commercial laundry 
was right across from the 
PUC church, in the boiler 
plant, which is where they 
got the steam.

Erickson
From B3

Growing up 
Erickson was born 

in 1931 and grew up on 
a farm on South Da-
kota. His parents, Nels 
and Susan Erickson, 
were sharecroppers. 
They farmed with 
horses … no tractors 
… and Newell’s old-
est sister, 12 years 
older, “worked like a 
hired man around the 
farm,” he said. “She 
would help my Dad 
go out and harness 
the horses, so they 
would go out and do 
the work in the fi eld. 
And when they came 

home, she’d help Dad 
unharness the horses 
and rub them down.”

When he was 6 years 
old, his sister taught 
him to milk the cows. 
“It didn’t hurt me any, 
because I’m still here,” 
he said with a laugh. 
At one time, the fam-
ily had 22 cows, which 
were milked twice a 
day.

The farm was a mile 
from the town of Uni-
tyville, which had 
a population of 60, 
which, according to 
Erickson, includes the 
dogs and cats. “The 
only thing they had was 
a garage, grocery store 
and grain elevator.”

When Newell was 15, 
the farm was sold and 
the family moved to Lin-
coln, Nebraska, where 
his two older sisters were 
renting a house. Nels, 
Susan, Newell and his 
younger brother moved 
into an upstairs apart-
ment, while the two sis-
ters lived downstairs.

It was really primitive, 
Erickson said, no elec-
tricity, no running water 
and no indoor bathroom, 
although there was “an 
outhouse we had to use. 
It wasn’t fun in the win-
ter time, because it got 
pretty cold there.”

In 1950, he graduated 
from high school in Sa-
lem, South Dakota, which 
he says, “We thought it 
was a big town, but it was 
only 1,882 people.” Af-
ter high school, he went 
to work in Kansas and 
spent half a semester in 
college, when he ran out 
of money. “That’s when 
I got my draft notice, al-
most immediately.”

You may reach David 
Stoneberg at 967-6800 or 
editor@sthelenastar.com
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Tatjana Grgich 
1928-2020

 Tatjana Grgich, nee 

Cizmic, died on Sept. 2, 

2020, at home with her 

family by her side.

Born in 1928 in Zadvarje, 

Yugoslavia, Tatjana was 

the former wife of Mil-

jenko (Mike) Grgich, the 

mother of Violet Grgich 

(Colin Shipman), and the 

grandmother of Noel Gr-

gich-Shipman. She is sur-

vived by her sister, Vjeko-

slava Cizmic Sturmer, and 

many nephews and nieces 

both in the US and Croatia.

A deeply devout Catholic, Tatjana touched everyone 

she met with her extraordinary kindness, generosity, 

charm, style and vivacity. She was renowned for her 

extraordinary culinary skills, and regaled everyone with 

her Croatian specialties, including her famous Cheese 

Sticks, which she used to make for visitors to Grgich 

Hills Estate in Napa Valley. Photography was a passion 

for her and she was rarely seen without at least two or 

three cameras by her side.

A founding member of WiRED, a non-profi t human 

support agency, Tatjana worked tirelessly to improve 

the lives of disadvantaged populations in her native 

Croatia, as well as in Serbia and Bosnia. For thirty years, 

she served as president of the Tatjana Grgich Founda-

tion, dedicated to projects that assist youth from Croa-

tia and other high-confl ict regions of the world. Based 

in the Napa Valley, her foundation supports all manner 

of local and national charitable organizations, providing 

educational, medical and spiritual resources to families 

and individuals.

As a member of the Board of Regents of The Catholic 

University of America in Washington, DC, since 1986, 

she helped to inaugurate national fund-raising events 

that have raised nearly $40 million in scholarships for 

deserving students. Tatjana was also a board member 

and benefactor of the Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) 

Institute at La Roche College in Pittsburgh, Pa., from 

its inception in 1993, bringing students from war-torn 

areas to learn each other’s cultures, along with confl ict 

resolution skills.

In lieu of fl owers, donations may be sent to support 

the wide-ranging charitable projects of the Tatjana 

Grgich Family Foundation (violetta@grgich.com); the 

St. Helena Catholic Church (sthelenacatholicchurch.

org); or the Croatian Scholarship Fund (San Ramon, 

croatianscholarship.org)

1 year 
anniversary 

 Happy 1 year Anniver-
sary to the woman of my 
dreams! I am so happy and 
so lucky to have you in my 
life. I cherish you every day! 
I love you Jillianne!

GRACIE SOLANO 

ANNOUNCEMENT

OBITUARY

SUBMITTED PHOTOS 

ABOVE: Susan Erickson and her son, Newell, share some 
time while he is on leave from the U.S. Army. At the time, 
Erickson said he drove a 1939 Lincoln Zephyr. TOP: USO 
(United Service Organizations) tours provided entertainment 
for the American soldiers serving in Korea. In the background 
is an ambulance like the one that Newell Erickson drove.
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MOSQUITOES MUST HAVE WATER in order to complete
their lifecycle. Buckets, barrels, cans, bottles,
wheelbarrows, tires, tubs, fish ponds and anything
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RaisedBed&PottingMix
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as possible but not before it’s ready. 
Rudy von Strasser has the distinc-
tion of picking both the first white 
grapes and the first red grapes from 
Diamond Mountain. He brought in 
Sori Briquot Merlot last week and 
reports that the crop was small … 
only 25% of what they picked from 
the same block last year. Both Dia-
mond Creek and Schramsberg are 
looking about 10 days out for Mer-
lot and Malbec respectively and 
everyone is holding their breath to 
see how things look after the pun-
ishing heat over Labor Day week-
end. No more fires, please.”

Chiles Valley District — Al-
exander Eisele, Eisele Vineyards — 
“One can certainly see the effects 
of slightly more than 13 inches of 
rain since last harvest. Shorter 
shoot growth, lower yields, and 
smaller berries. The potential is 
for a quality, earlier-than-average 
harvest, though there is very little 
water left to take on any further 
heat waves. So far Sauvignon Blanc 
as well as Chardonnay have been 
harvested.”

Spring Mountain District — 
Stuart Smith, Smith-Madrone 
Winery — “Despite the heat and 
smoke there’s a fair amount of ac-
tivity on the Mountain. Andy Sch-
weiger brought in some ‘beautiful’ 
Pinot Noir fruit last Friday and is 
waiting for a little more flavor de-
velopment on their Chardonnay. 
Matt Gardner at Keenan finished 
Chardonnay with a smaller crop 
than last year, and picked some of 
their usual early blocks of Merlot, 
Cabernet and Zinfandel on Mon-
day and Tuesday. Matt said the 
canopies and fruit are holding up 
‘really well.’ At Smith-Madrone 
we finished our Chardonnay and 

Riesling this past week with a 
larger crop than last year. We also 
agree that the vines and fruit are 
handling this Labor Day heat spell 
very well.”

St. Helena — Tom Rinaldi — 
“The year 2020 is my 45th Napa 
Valley harvest, and I like to say 
‘No two are the same.’ This year is 
unique in so many ways, and in par-
ticular the raging fires and resultant 
smoke. There is great concern for 
many regions; and I am afraid the 
perception of a tainted harvest will 
be in the minds of many consum-
ers. So far, I have tested quickly fer-
mented buckets of samples, and the 
laboratory tests have been negative 
to any taint. I am optimistic with 
the fruit of the valley floor, but 
have concerns for the hills. I, like 
so many, am hopeful.

“It was a relatively early harvest, 
and I picked Merlot in August for 
the first time in recollection. All 
the Sauvignon Blanc I deal with 
was picked before the first day of 
September. The flavors have been 
delightful. Quantities have been 
lower than expected, and we have 
been blessed with great crews of 
workers harvesting the fruit. I 
expect the Cabernet Sauvignon 
to close the harvest by the end of 
September in most of the valley. I 
remain optimistic (and certainly 
hopeful) that this will be a mem-
orable vintage in a positive way.”

Rutherford — Kristin Belair, 
Honig Vineyard & Winery — “Reg-
ular check-ins with friends and 
colleagues certainly keeps harvest 
challenges in perspective. What 
a wonderful community, that we 
can all support one another. Chris 
Phelps reports on Sept. 4 that at 
Inglenook all the Sauvignon Blanc 
and Viognier are in and that ‘the 
first lots of Syrah, Merlot and Zin-
fandel are in the tank and showing 
lots of color and fresh aromatics.’ 

They are expecting the Labor Day 
heat to push the Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon and Cabernet Franc to full 
maturity. ‘We expect to be in full 
Cabernet harvest mode by Sept. 
15!’ Here at Honig, we have about 
wrapped up Sauvignon Blanc and 
some tanks are close to complet-
ing fermentation, displaying lovey 
textures and aromatics. The early 
Cabernet Sauvignon blocks may 
be ready to come in as soon as the 
beginning of next week.”

Oakville — Jennifer Rue, 
Oakville Ranch Vineyards — “As it 
does many years, Labor Day came 
with blazing heat and an end to 
Oakville’s compressed and light 
2020 white grape harvest. So far, 
no word of reds coming in, even 
from the hillsides. This week the 
focus is minimizing dehydration, 
preserving canopy, and avoiding 
sunburned fruit. For vines, this 
relief comes in the form of shade 
cloth, misters, and pre-emptive ir-
rigation all of which have become 
more commonplace and help vines 
bounce back more easily. The wild 
ride that is 2020 continues. Catch 
your breath — once reds start, it’s 
looking to be a fast and furious 
one.”

Yountville — Louis Kapcsandy, 
Jr., Kapcsandy Family Winery — 
“With the majority of fruit still left 
to pick, everyone is anxious to see 
how the vines have weathered over 
the last two days of blistering heat. 
The positive effect is that pyrazines 
in the grapes are gone and hard 
tannins will not be a concern. The 
phenolics are shaping up nicely 
and the currently reported lighter 
crop will allow the vines a better 
chance to recover and rehydrate. 
Cooler nighttime lows predicted 
going forward will give us all an 
opportunity to craft another fine 
vintage.”

Stags Leap District — Eliza-

beth Vianna, Chimney Rock Win-
ery — “It has been a hot and busy 
week in Stags Leap District. Mi-
chael Beaulac, winemaker at Pine 
Ridge Vineyards, reports they have 
harvested most of the Cabernet 
Sauvignon in their Stags Leap Dis-
trict estate vineyards. He reports 
yields are down about 20-25% and 
color looks great. Jon Emmerich, 
winemaker at Silverado Vine-
yards, had also started harvesting 
some Cabernet Sauvignon from 
their AVA estate. They paused on 
sampling and picking until the 
heat subsides and will continue to 
harvest some of the blocks on shal-
lower soils. Elias Fernandez, wine-
maker at Shafer Vineyards, reports 
they have not harvested any grapes 
off their Stags Leap District Vine-
yards and at Chimney Rock we are 
in the same boat. Waiting for the 
cool-down to possibly begin our 
Estate Merlot blocks.”

Mount Veeder – Lorenzo 
Dalla Brea, Hess Collection — “On 
Mount Veeder, the vineyard team is 
actively sampling white varieties, 
but we are still a couple of weeks 
away from harvest. The red vari-
eties are still testing low in brix, 
with the exception of some young 
blocks of Cabernet that were more 
recently planted in 2017 and 2018.”

Oak Knoll District — Jon Ruel, 
Trefethen Vineyards & Winery — 
“The warm weather has kept us 
moving through an early and ex-
citing harvest. Most OKD grow-
ers are now done with their early 
varieties. At Trefethen, we are 
expecting a quieter week as we 
catch our breath after many days of 
consecutive Chardonnay picking. 
Stan Boyd says their Merlot and 
Cabernet are still a few weeks out 
and mentioned that grape quality 
has been ‘outstanding, with small 
berries and cluster weights.’ Steve 
Matthiasson has already wrapped 

up everything from Chardonnay 
to Zinfandel and is now picking 
Cabernet. He was also enthusi-
astic about the vintage, calling it 
‘stunning’ with ‘deep color, great 
acidity, no greenness, and lots of 
flavor.’”

Coombsville — Tom Farella, 
Farella Vineyard — “Mercy. Like 
everyone these days, we are literally 
feeling the heat, dodging smoke, 
watching electricity, temperatures 
in the cellar – and keeping our fin-
gers crossed. Not much harvesting 
is happening and it’s good to see 
no panic-picking out there. The 
cooler weather in the forecast will 
be welcome and settling for vines, 
harvest crews, winemakers and 
growers alike. That said, most of 
the whites are already off and the 
reds are still, for the most part, a 
week or two away. Best of luck to 
everyone!”

Carneros — Christopher Hyde, 
Hyde Vineyards — “Harvest in 
Carneros has been on average 
three weeks earlier than the past 
few years. At Truchard Vineyards, 
harvest started on Aug. 20, with 
60% of Chardonnay already har-
vested and Pinot Noir harvest in 
full swing. Just to the south at Hyde 
Vineyard, Chardonnay harvest 
wraps up this week and harvest 
for late-season red grapes begins 
with Syrah and Merlot. The grape 
harvest at Hudson Vineyards also 
transitions this week from Char-
donnay to late-season reds, with 
Merlot, Syrah and Cabernet Sau-
vignon being picked this week. A 
second heat wave, which wraps 
up today, has delivered the highest 
temperatures on record in recent 
times, with the weather cooling off 
later in the week.”

For real-time harvest photos 
and updates, visit the Napa Valley 
Vintners’ Harvest 2020 website at 
harvestnapa.com.

Harvest
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NEWS

CHRIS SMITH
The Press Democrat 

 Wherever on Earth they came 
from to lend a hand with Wine 
Country’s latest calamity, the fire-
fighters and other first responders 
queued in the chow line Friday at 
the base camp in Calistoga were 
hot, they were hungry and they 
were happy to see Guy Fieri close 
up and wearing an apron.

“My wife and I still watch ‘Din-
ers, Drive-Ins and Dives’ two or 
three times a week,” said Wash-
ington state firefighter-EMT 
Aaron Kipperberg, referring to 
the popular food reality TV se-
ries hosted by Fieri for the past 14 
years.

Sitting at a table in the meal 
tent with three buddies with 
Puget Sound’s South Kitsap Fire 
& Rescue, Kipperberg savored 
grilled chicken, Mojo pork, rice, 
salads boasting fresh Sonoma 
County veggies, a roll and ice 
cream packed onto a compostable 
clamshell container.

“It’s really a nice gesture,” Kip-
perberg said to nods from the oth-
ers on his crew. Friday morning 
they finished a 24-hour shift de-
fending the Middletown area, and 
early Saturday they’d head out on 
their next such shift.

They would go fortified by a 
special meal prepared and served 
by some renowned chefs because 
when crisis occurs — yet again — 
feeding people on the front lines 
has simply become what Fieri and 
his friends do.

“It’s what we love,” Domen-
ica Catelli, chef and co-owner 
of Geyserville’s landmark Catel-
li’s restaurant, said as she sliced 
barbecued chicken thighs in a 
crazily bustling kitchen beneath 
a pop-up tent.

Catelli and a cast of other chefs, 
food purveyors and friends of Fi-
eri set aside what they were doing 
when he put out a call Tuesday for 
help to feed 2,000 to 2,500 fire-
fighters, law enforcement officers 
and others working the Hennessy 
fire.

“There are so many people who 
just don’t get the thank-you,” said 
Fieri, who co-owned the former 

Johnny’s Garlic’s and Tex Wasabi’s 
restaurants in Santa Rosa when, in 
2006, he won the competition to 
become “The Next Food Network 
Star.” Fourteen years later he still 
lives in the region and is among 
the most readily recognized ce-
lebrities in the world.

He said that when firefight-
ers are in the field they eat from 
boxes backed with 4,000 calories 
worth of food. And he imagined 
they might like a break from the 
meals served at the fire camp at 
the Calistoga Fairgrounds.

Chef Crista Luedtke could have 
used Friday to prepare for the re-
opening Saturday of her Boon Eat 
& Drink restaurant and Boon Hotel 
& Spa, which had been shut down 
by the mandatory evacuation of 
Guerneville. But she jumped at 
the chance to help Catelli, Duskie 
Estes and John Stewart prepare 
a fresh meal for first responders, 
providing local produce to sup-
plement the grilled and smoked 
meats that Fieri is renowned for.

“To us, it’s really important to 
have fresh veg in the mix,” said 
Luedtke, who’s also been provid-
ing meals to people affected by the 
Walbridge fire.

Her friend, Estes, is formerly of 
Zazu Kitchen & Farm and now di-
rects Farm to Pantry, which gleans 
vegetables and fruits from local 
farmers and gets them to people 
in need of quality nutrition. Es-
tes rounded up for fire camp lunch 
and dinner tomatoes from Parsons 
Home Grown, cucumbers from 

Front Porch Farm, cabbage from 
Work Horse Organic Agriculture 
(WHOA) farm and arugula from 
Bernier Farms.

In addition to the services of 
the well-known chefs, Fieri en-
listed donations of chicken and 
pork from a buddy with Golden 
West Meats in Southern Califor-
nia, Pathwater drinking water in 
reusable aluminum bottles from 
the company’s co-founder, Shadi 
Bakour, and compostable con-
tainers and cutlery from Petalu-
ma’s World Centric.

Congressman Mike Thompson 
spent hours at the food line, hand-
ing firefighters, police officers 
and others cups of ice cream. The 
Democrat from nearby St. Helena 
clearly savored being able to hand 
the first responders a little treat. 
“Everybody’s doing incredible 
work,” he said.

The lawmaker watched the fa-
mously spike-haired Fieri dash 
about, orchestrating the hours-
long culinary show of gratitude 
to the emergency workers.

“It’s amazing what he does,” 
Thompson said. “He’s really good 
at it.”

At the dining table occupied by 
the four firefighters from Puget 
Sound, the crew’s Dean Hoskins 
paid Fieri and his kitchen crew the 
ultimate compliment.

“Our plates are empty,” the fire-
fighter-EMT said.

 Distributed by Tribune Content 
Agency, LLC.

Guy Fieri, local restaurateurs feed 
firefighters battling fires in Calistoga

DREAMSTIME 

Guy Fieri doing a cooking demo.

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 Tiffany Montelli’s clothing 
store catering to moms and 
kids has a new location and a 
new name.

Tiffany & Kids opened in 
mid-August at 1150 Main St., 
the former location of Style & 
Soul Boutique.

Montelli, who opened Tiffa-
ny’s Closet in the commercial 
building south of Pope Street in 
2019, said the new, larger and 
more prominent location will 
allow her to carry more inven-
tory and attract more foot traf-
fic.

She sees the area as “the new 
hip spot to shop and dine,” 
flanked by the Bespoke Napa 
Valley boutique and restaurants 
like Himalayan Sherpa Kitchen, 
Caffe Della Valle and Villa Co-
rona, and with Station right 
across the street.

“Downtown doesn’t just have 
to be between Adams and Spring 
Street,” Montelli said.

With roughly twice as much 

space and a patio, Montelli plans 
to showcase more shoes, boots, 
socks, underwear, accessories 
and baby clothes, along with 
proven sellers like Stellareese 
bags by local designer Rachel 
Davies, trucker hats for kids, 
face masks, and color-changing 
raincoats for kids.

“We want to make it a one-
stop shop for moms,” Montelli 
said.

“Locals shouldn’t have to go 
to Target or use Amazon. We 
want to encourage people to 
shop local,” she added. “Stores 
are bending over backwards 
right now to carry things they 
wouldn’t ordinarily carry. If you 
need something, we’ll make sure 
we get it for you.”

The entire store is available 
online at tiffanyandkids.com, 
where local customers can shop, 
order, and pick up in the store at 
their convenience.

 You can reach Jesse Duarte 
at 967-6803 or jduarte@
sthelenastar.com.

Tiffany & Kids 
moves to a 
larger space

JESSE DUARTE, STAR 

Tiffany Montelli and her daughter Serafina, age 5, in Tiffany & Kids, 
Montelli’s boutique at 1150 Main St.

FOR THE WEEKLY CALISTOGAN

 The Arts Council Napa Valley 
(ACNV) is compiling a historical 
archive of artwork from adults 
created while sheltering-in-place. 
The virtual gallery featuring work 
from professional artists across 
Napa County can be viewed on 
Instagram.

Artists both visual and per-
forming are encouraged to submit 
work using a simple online form. 
ACNV will continue to add work 
until all restrictions are lifted for 
professional artists.

“During this unprecedented 
time in history, it’s important to 
recognize and preserve the work 

born from its challenges, repre-
senting the change to all of our 
daily lives,” said ACNV Executive 
Director Chris DeNatale.

So far, artists all over Napa 
County have submitted works 
made during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. These pieces reflect the 
mindset of not only the artists 
themselves, but those shared with 
the local and global community 
during such an unprecedented 
event.

The pieces featured in this vir-
tual gallery cover many different 
themes, styles, and media to show 
the diversity of what art means 
to our community during such a 

difficult time. It is hoped that this 
gallery will serve as a platform for 
Napa County community mem-
bers to share creativity, process 
current events, and later reflect 
upon the past through the eyes of 
local artists.

The virtual art gallery can be 
viewed at: https://www.ins-
tagram.com/acnvgallery/. The 
Google form to submit work and 
the directory for all professional 
artists who’ve contributed to the 
gallery can be viewed at: https://
www.artscouncilnapavalley.org/
acnv-virtual-art-gallery/. The 
gallery will be updated with new 
work on a weekly basis.

“Please visit the gallery and 
share the link with your friends 
and family. The work is impres-

sive and healing, and deserves to 
be seen by a wide audience,” said 
DeNatale.

ACNV hosts a virtual COVID-19 gallery 

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Napa Valley artist Nancy Willis’“Simultaneous”, Oil Paint on Diptych is one 
of the featured artists in Arts Council Napa Valley’s virtual gallery.
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With the closure of movie 
theaters due to COVID-19 
restrictions, residents in 
St. Helena, and now Calis-
toga, have enthusiastically 
embraced Drive-In movie 
nights. 

The first Calistoga 
Drive-In screened “Back to 
the Future” in the parking 
lot of the Old Faithful Gey-
ser on Tubbs Lane on Sept. 
2. Movies will show every 
Wednesday throughout 
September and subsequent 
titles include “Coco,” “Mis-
sion Impossible,” and “The 
Last Starfighter.”

“It truly was a magical 
evening with cool night air, 
a full moon and the lights 
on the geyser and through-
out the park for people who 
wanted to stretch their 
legs or use the restrooms,” 
said Linda York, owner of 
StickyLickits.

The events are made 
possible by the partner-
ship between York, Cathy 
Buck, owner of the Cameo 
Cinema in St. Helena, Cel-
ebrate! Napa Valley, and 
Koray Sanli, owner of the 
Old Faithful Geyser of Cal-
ifornia, who stepped up 
and offered the property’s 
parking lot on Tubbs Lane 
as the venue for hosting the 
movies.

“People who were there 
said they had a great time, 
and I hope they will return. 
There was such a feeling of 
sharing and togetherness 
along with the car or two 
that needed to have their 
batteries jumped to leave 
the parking lot,” York said.

The Cameo Cinema 
started its drive-in movies 
June 25, in the back lot of 
Gott’s Roadside, 733 Main 

St. Tickets sold out fast. The 
showing of “Raiders of the 
Lost Ark” went on sale July 
9 and sold out in less than 
four hours, Buck told the St. 
Helena Star.

Calistoga’s Drive-In has 
room for 60 vehicles.

“Because we are still 
learning, we stopped ticket 
sales at noon on the day of 
which meant we lost a few 
sales, but I’m going to ex-

tend the deadline for the 
upcoming movies,” York 
said.

Tickets are $30 per car-
load, and $35 for carload 
and popcorn, available for 
purchase online only. For 
more information and ticket 
purchases, visit calistoga-
drivein.com. Either print 
your eTicket, or download 
it to your mobile device to 
present to ticket takers.

Parking begins at 8 p.m. 
and screenings start be-
tween 8:30 and 8:45 p.m.

If you have additional 
inquiries, please contact 
linda@stickylickits.com.

 You can reach Cynthia 
Sweeney at 942-4035 or 
csweeney@weeklycalistogan.
com.

Calistoga Drive-in is a crowd-pleaser

TIM CARL PHOTOGRAPHY 

Jennifer Piallat and gang put the top down for prime viewing of ‘Back to the Future’ at the first Calistoga Drive-In at the Old 
Faithful Geyser on Sept. 2. Movies will be shown Wednedays throughout September.

Owner Koray Sanli stepped up and offered the Old Faithful Geyser of California’s parking 
lot on Tubbs Lane as the venue for hosting drive-in movies on Wednesdays throughout 
September, in partnership with the Cameo Cinema, Celebrate!Napa Valley, and Linda York’s 
Stickylickits. 

With the sunset and Mount St. Helena in the background, 
vehicles packed the parking lot of the Old Faithful Geyser on 
Sept. 2 for the first Calistoga Drive-In movie. 

FOR THE WEEKLY CALISTOGAN

 Certified mindfulness 
teacher and author JoAnn 
Saccato, MA, will present 
two different 90-minute 
introductory workshops 
on mindfulness live online 
in September. The work-
shops are free and open to 
the public. 
Pre-regis-
tration is 
required.  
C u r i o u s 
a b o u t 
M i n d f -
fulness is 
a general 
introduc-
tory workshop that in-
cludes a brief history and 
definition of mindfulness, 
recent scientific findings, 
and simple guided exer-
cises including stillness 
and gentle movement will 
be explored. The work-
shop will be offered from 
7—8:20 p.m. on Thursday, 
Sept. 17, and Thursday, 
Sept. 24.  Mindfulness 
for Stress Reduction is 
a workshop tailored for 
those wanting to focus on 
mindfulness’ effective ap-
plication to relieve stress, 
stress related illnesses, 
and anxiety. A brief his-
tory and definition of 
mindfulness, recent sci-
entific findings, and sim-
ple guided exercises in-
cluding stillness and gen-
tle movement will be ex-
plored. This workshop is 
offered from 7—8:30 p.m., 
Tuesday, Sept. 15, and 
Thursday, Sept. 22.  The 
workshops will be con-
ducted via Zoom and 
pre-registration is re-
quired by visiting http://
www.joannsaccato.com/
free-workshops.html. 
Attendees are invited to 
wear comfortable cloth-
ing and easily removable 
shoes.   

 “Whether its ongoing 
Covid-19 situation, the 
recent fires, the tumul-
tuous political scene or 
personal life situations, 

tending to our bodies, 
hearts, and minds is cru-
cial as we navigate these 
challenging and uncertain 
times,” said Saccato, a 25-
year mindfulness prac-
titioner. “Mindfulness 
helps us gain and retain 
connection to these vital 
areas which can help re-
lieve the stress and strain 
that we find ourselves 
in.” Mindfulness is an 
umbrella term used for 
a large body of popular 
health and wellness prac-
tices based on bringing a 
purposeful, curious, kind 
and non-judgmental at-
tention to our moment by 
moment experience. This 
scientifically proven ap-
proach helps increase fo-
cus and attention, reduce 
stress and stress-related 
illnesses, reduce anxiety, 
reduce relapses in addic-
tion, decrease incidences 
of and relapses with de-
pression, and aid in sleep 
and digestive disorders. 
Additionally, it has also 
been shown to increase 
well being, life satisfac-
tion and happiness, as 
well as improve social 
relationships. Saccato is 
a certified Mindfulness 
Training Institute teacher 
specializing is disaster 
and trauma resiliency and 
learning the self through 
nature. She is the author 
of ‘Mindful and Inten-
tional Living: A Path to 
Peace, Clarity and Free-
dom and Companioning 
the Sacred Journey: A 
Guide to Creating a Com-
passionate Container for 
Your Spiritual Practice.’ 
As a mindfulness-based 
life coach, JoAnn helps 
others align heart, mind 
and body with their deep-
est values and intentions 
to live a deeply authentic 
life they can truly love. For 
more information on the 
workshops, visit www.
JoAnnSaccato.com/Free-
Workshops or call JoAnn 
at 707-350-1719.     

Free Mindfulness 
Workshops with 
JoAnn Saccato

Saccato

11 SEPTEMBER
2020
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LIVE AUCTION
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Attend our virtual celebration
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Leslie Frank and John Curley

HONORING PIONEERING WOMAN WINEMAKER

Eileen Crane
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Sonoma 935-3300

Rough to Finish

24 Hour Emergency

www.KenMaysPlumbing.com
Lic.# 839864

Sewer Masters®

Inc.
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5 Financial Plaza, #205 • Napa, CA 94558
707.346.6940 • www.PlacerTitle.com
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LYNNE DIGENNARO
EscrowOfficer

LESLIE TSCHIDA
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 The Napa Valley Mu-
seum Yountville has 
announced the win-

ners of its fourth annual 
student-curated exhibition: 
“Not From Around Here.” 

The exhibition showcases 
the work of 28 student artists 
from Vintage High School, 
Justin-Siena High School, 
The Oxbow School, St. 
Helena High School, Marin 
Catholic High School, and 
Novato High/Marin School 
of the Arts, in a diverse and 
thought-provoking display 
with the goal of connecting 
the community to young lo-
cal artists.

Winners include Best of 
Show winner Isabella Ca-
vallero of Novato High/
Marin School of the Arts for 
her photograph: “The Orig-
inals”.

 First place, Justice 
Faustina of Justin-Siena 
High with “Man Made Nat-
ural Disaster”

 Second place Artemi-
sio Romero y Carver of The 
Oxbow School, with “Our 
Lady.”

More than 150 virtual vis-
itors voted for the People’s 
Choice Award Winner, “Noir 
Angel” by Jenna Yandel of 
Marin Catholic High School.

Other winning artists 
were Jade Hawkinson, Ju-
lia Maushardt, Charmaine 
Griffin, Leilani Cropper, 
Pella Anderson and Zoé 
Murphy.

The exhibition, with im-
ages and statements by the 
artists, is available for view-
ing online now on the muse-
um’s website at napavalley-
museum.org/student2020.

The students said the 
theme “Not From Around 
Here” inspired them to cre-
ate deeply personal works. 
Romero y Carver wrote, “I 
am not from around here, 

and thus the phrase ‘Not 
From Around Here’ naturally 
reminds me of my own sense 
of cultural isolation. I am a 

member of the Chicano peo-
ples that refer to themselves 
as Norteno, meaning from 
the mountains of Northern 
New Mexico. I have recently 
found myself in Napa, Cali-
fornia, which to me feels like 
a place far removed from all 
that I have known. Here the 
sky is a similar blue, but the 
horizon is never fully visible 
and the ground is always 
green with grass. I must also 
recognize that I am in a truly 
different cultural landscape, 
one without the red chile I 
know or even some of the 
words I casually use.”

“Through my art, espe-
cially in the painting ‘Our 
Lady,’ I have sought to cre-
ate a frame by which I can 
understand my culture, my 
people, and by extension 
myself. As I now attend 
school in Napa, in a world I 
am new to, it has only been 
in the process of art-making 
that I begin to forget that I’m 
not from around here.”

In describing her People’s 
Choice winning photograph, 
“Noir Angel,” Jenna Yan-
dle wrote that the theme 
“means a chance to show 
and celebrate the soul of a 
human being in a way that 
is different than just a sim-
ple interaction of meeting 

someone. We move through 
interactions every day and 
for one day, to make one per-
son feel beautiful and show-
cased in a way that is differ-
ent and inspiring is what 
my art is all about. I want to 
specialize in portrait pho-
tography to be able to make 
someone feel beautiful in 
their own skin and to make 
others who view my art feel 
emotion. ‘Not From Around 
Here’ brings together all 
kinds of differences from 
people, to pictures, to me-
diums of art in a way that 
exhibits the beautiful com-
plexity of humans, activities, 
and our lives.”

Best of Show winner Is-
abella Cavallero finds the 

common humanity in her 
subjects, including two col-
orful members of the biker 
community:

“The statement ‘Not From 
Around Here’ reflects the 
meaning of finding a sense 
of belonging even when ob-
stacles stand in the way. This 
could be in the community 
in which you live, with the 
people you surround your-
self with, or society’s views 
in general. It can also reflect 
the idea that individuals 
might not be fully accepted 
by their greater communi-
ties. One of the communities 
that experiences a high level 
of rejection, or the feeling 
of not being accepted, is the 
biker community.”

“The unfortunate thing 
about this is that most bik-
ers are amongst the kindest 
people you will ever meet. 
In my lifetime I have wit-
nessed how generous the 
biker community has been 
on many occasions, includ-
ing volunteering during 
times of fire relief, holding 
fundraisers for charities, 
and group rides for fallen 
members. They would give 
complete strangers the shirt 
off their back and often sup-
port their community, de-
spite being judged for their 
lifestyle. What I want people 
to understand about my art-
work is that it is important to 
embrace all walks of life and 
attempt to understand that 
some may want to live their 
lives differently than others. 
Without the individuality in 
the community, we wouldn’t 
be able to create the world in 
which we live.”

Full versions of the artist’s 
statements are on the web-
site at napavalleymuseum.
org/student2020.

The exhibit was evaluated 
by a panel of judges, all ex-
perts in art education, in-
cluding:

 Connie Schleien retired 
art educator, past National 
Art Educator Association 
vice president, board mem-
ber of Sonoma Valley Mu-
seum and Sonoma Cultural 
and Fine Arts commissioner;

 Jeanne Hoel, senior ed-
ucation manager for School 
and Teacher Programs at The 
Museum of Contemporary 
Art, Los Angeles;

 Erik Shearer, professor 
of art at Napa Valley College.

Winners received cash 
prizes, plaques, ribbons, 
certificates and a Napa Val-
ley Museum membership.

The museum and art-
ists remain hopeful that 
new exhibition dates may 
be found once the museum 
reopens, to give these stu-
dents a chance to have their 
work presented in a museum 
gallery setting, said Laura 
Rafaty, executive director. 
People who wish to support 
the museum’s efforts to re-
open its galleries and arts 
education programs, and to 
help the student show con-
tinue this year and in future 
years, are encouraged to do-
nate on the museum’s web-
site at napavalleymuseum.
org/donate.

The exhibition was pre-
sented in partnership with 
Justin-Siena Visual Arts, 
and made possible by a grant 
from Arts Council Napa Val-
ley, the Napa County Board 
of Supervisors, Napa Valley 
Community Projects, and by 
the members and supporters 
of the Napa Valley Museum 
Yountville. The exhibit was 
organized by the museum’s 
team including exhibitions 
and programs manager Ariel 
Loraine and education coor-
dinator Joel Kurtz, working 
with project leader Monica 
Jacobson and Justin-Siena 
Visual Arts.

Also, currently on exhibi-
tion at the museum is a 3D 
virtual tour of “Lucy Liu: 
One Of These Things Is Not 
Like The Others,” which is a 
fundraiser for the museum’s 
reopening. View it on the 
museum’s website.

‘Not From Around Here’
Student winners 
announced for 
Napa Valley 
Museum show

ABOVE: A prescient 
commentary on current 
events, “Man Made 
Disaster” by Justice 
Faustina from Justin-Siena 
High School won second 
place in the student art 
competition at Napa Valley 
Museum. 

FAR LEFT: “Our Lady” by 
Artemisio Romero Y Carver, 
a student at Napa’s Oxbow 
School.

LEFT: The Peoples’ Choice 
award went to “Noir Angel,” 
by Jenna Yandle.

BELOW: Best of show 
winner was “The Originals” 
by Isabella Cavallero.
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