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 One week after restarting ne-
gotiations with the City of St. 
Helena, the Napa Valley College 
Board of Trustees on Thursday 
held its fi rst public discussion 
of potentially leasing part of its 
Upper Valley Campus to the city.

Over the last week, the college 
board and the City Council have 
each met separately in closed 
session to discuss lease terms. 
The two sides are negotiating a 
deal that would allow city staff , 
including police, to occupy part 
of the Upper Valley Campus 
(UVC) for a term of no more than 
fi ve years, according to a joint 
statement issued Sept. 4.

If the college and the city reach 
an agreement in principle, the 
college board could pass a res-
olution of intent to lease part of 
the St. Helena facility at its Oc-
tober board meeting, said Bob 
Parker, assistant superinten-
dent/vice president of adminis-
trative services, during a brief re-
port to trustees in open session.

That resolution would trigger 
a public notifi cation process, 
followed by possible approval of 
the lease at the November board 
meeting, Parker said.

College offi  cials said the 
campus will continue to off er 
community education and non-
credit classes and community 
events and is expanding its cu-
linary, hospitality and tourism 
management program.

The program now off ers three 
certifi cates and one associate de-
gree in hospitality management. 
Starting in fall 2021, the college 
hopes to add an advanced cu-
linary skills certifi cate and an 
associate degree in culinary arts 
and hospitality.

“Leasing to the City of St. Hel-
ena would not in any way stop us 
or hinder our ability to continue 
to off er the programs, classes 
and services at the Upper Val-
ley Campus that (UVC Director 
Shawntel Ridgel) is working on,” 
Parker said.

Trustee Jeff  Dodd agreed that 
the campus’ ongoing operations 
and a potential lease with the city 
“are not mutually exclusive.”

“This is the greatest use of re-
sources not just for the students 
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 To Mike Nieman, the smell of 
his large Pratt & Whitney “Wasp 
Major” radial aircraft engine 
running is “the smell of victory.”

“That smell is of a working 
engine that made this country 
free,” said the St. Helena me-
chanic and owner of two large 
aircraft engines as well as Nie-
man’s Motorcycle Rentals, with 
his wife Jodie. Nieman said the 
Pratt & Whitney R-4360 is “a 
powerful piece of history that is 
here for people to look at and to 
hear run. Once you hear it run, 
feel the rumbling of the earth, 
the power of 28 pistons putting 
out 4,300 horsepower is just un-
believable.”

‘Peacemaker’ 
Pratt & Whitney developed the 

R-4360 near the end of World 
War II – the last and largest ra-
dial aircraft engine ever built 
— to power the Convair B-36, 
designated “Peacemaker,” a 
large transcontinental strate-
gic bomber. The Convair B-36 

A piece of aircraft 
history in St. Helena
Pratt & Whitney 

R-4360 powered Cold 

War strategic bomber
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Mike Nieman, in his proper COVID-19 face mask, poses in front of the Pratt & Whitney R-4360 radial aircraft 
engine that’s on a trailer at his St. Helena shop.

College, city 
continue 
lease talks
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 A 65-room hotel proposal next to 
Farmstead at Long Meadow Ranch got 
its fi rst public hearing on Monday.

The Planning Commission heard pre-
sentations from city staff  and applicant 
Ted Hall of Long Meadow Ranch, asked 
questions about the project, and heard 
fi ve public comments. After three and a 
half hours, the commission adjourned 
until the project’s next hearing at 6 p.m., 
Thursday, Sept. 17.

In a presentation to the commission, 
applicant Ted Hall of Long Meadow 
Ranch said the project would generate 
$2.6 million in tax revenue for the city 
– increasing the General Fund by 17% — 
and bring more foot traffi  c to downtown 
businesses located a short walk or bike 
ride north of the hotel.

Hall made the case that adding lodg-
ing to the existing restaurant would have 
less impact than building a new hotel 

First public hearing held 
on Farmstead hotel project 
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In Calistoga’s Fourth of July Parade in 2017, Long 
Meadow Ranch’s Laddie Hall waves to the crowd. Driving 
the beautifully-restored truck is her husband, Ted.
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 The city’s three mayoral can-
didates participated in Tuesday’s 
Zoom forum organized by the St. 
Helena Rotary Club.

With more than 50 people in 
virtual attendance, incumbent 
Mayor Geoff  Ellsworth, City 
Councilmember Mary Kober-
stein and former Vice Mayor Peter 

White off ered their views on 
the local economy, the future 
of the Adams Street property 
and other issues.

Ellsworth ticked off  some 
of the council’s accomplish-
ments during his two-year 
term: passing the General 
Plan, initiating the removal 
of the Upper York Creek 
Dam, planning upgrades to the 
wastewater treatment plant, re-
ducing legal expenses, and making 
progress on the downtown street-
scape and housing, while dealing 
with challenges like wildfi res and 
the pandemic.

“We’re working as a team and 
we’re getting things done,” he 
said. “We do not always agree, 
but that is the nature of politics.”

Ellsworth said he wants a sec-
ond term so he can follow through 
on ongoing projects such as hous-

ing and downtown revital-
ization and pursue the city’s 
climate goals.

“We’re moving forward 
signifi cantly on many proj-
ects that haven’t moved for-
ward in the past,” he said.

Koberstein called Ells-
worth “a nice person” who 
cares about the community, 

but said “it takes more than that 
to lead.”

“As mayor you can’t constantly 
be trying to keep all options on 
the table,” she said. “You can’t 
be afraid to touch hot-button is-
sues. The result, as you’ve seen, 

is that as a council and a city we 
don’t make decisions and we’re 
not making progress on some im-
portant issues.”

She said that out of the three 
candidates she has developed the 
most specifi c, detailed plans on 
how to tackle St. Helena’s biggest 
challenges.

“It’s not that being mayor is at-
tractive to me,” she said. “It’s that 
we can’t keep delaying decisions. 
We need to get things done, and I 
think I can help.”

“I’ve been at the ground level of 

Mayoral candidates face off 
Economy, Adams Street 

are topics at St. Helena 

Rotary’s Zoom forum

Koberstein WhiteEllsworth
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 Rather than shrink mental 
health services as was announced 
in January, Adventist Health St. 
Helena will be expanding them, 
the hospital announced Friday.

In addition to its current 21-bed 
mental health unit, the hospital 
is opening a 10-bed behavioral 
medical health unit, the only one 
of its kind in Northern California, 
to care for patients who have both 
physical and mental health condi-
tions, the hospital said.

In January, the hospital said it 
would close its inpatient mental 
health unit and senior citizen be-
havioral health unit — a total of 34 
beds — effective July 14.

The senior citizen behavioral 
health unit did close in July, but 
the inpatient mental health unit 
did not, said Linda Williams, the 
hospital’s communications man-
ager.

The hospital further explored 
its options and concluded that 
the inpatient mental health unit in 
combination with the new behav-
ioral medical health unit would be 
sustainable and better meet com-
munity needs, Williams said.

“We’re grateful for this oppor-
tunity to expand this important 
service for our community,” says 
Dr. Steven Herber, Adventist 
Health St. Helena president.

The new behavioral medical 
health unit will use a collaborative 
approach with a multidisciplinary 
team of physicians, psychiatrists, 
nurses and other staff to provide 
personalized care for each patient, 
said Dr. Timothy Lyons, Adventist 
Health St. Helena medical officer.

The behavioral medical health 
unit, which fills space that pre-
viously was utilized for geriat-
rics care, is expected to open in 
mid-October.

Adventist Health St. 
Helena expands hospital 
mental health services
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 “West Cliff,” a paint-
ing by Angwin artist Carol 
Rosemond, has been chosen 
for the de Young Open, an 
upcoming exhibit of works 
from the nine Bay Area 
counties. (The last time 
there was an “open” ex-
hibit at the de Young was in 
1932.) The exhibit is part of 
the Fine Arts Museums of 
San Francisco’s 125th anni-
versary celebration.

The call for artists was 

to be limited to 6,000, and 
each artist was allowed to 
enter two pieces. The mu-
seum reviewed 6,190 en-
tries, which totaled 11,518 
artworks, of which 881 
pieces by 763 artists were 
chosen.

The show will in-
clude painting, drawing, 
print-making, digital art, 
photography, sculpture, 
fiber art and video, and 
will be hung “salon style,” 
meaning the paintings will 

be hung edge-to-edge and 
floor-to-ceiling.

Because of the current 
pandemic, the opening date 
for the show will depend 
on San Francisco Health 
Department regulations, 
although they are taking in 
the artwork now.

“I don’t know how many 
artists were accepted from 
Napa County, but however 
many, I am thrilled to be in-
cluded among them,” Rose-
mond said.

Two other artists who 
have told the Register they 
are in the show are painter 
Peter Scaturro and photog-
rapher Shelley Hanan.

ART NOTES 

Angwin artist’s work heads to de Young

SUBMITTED IMAGE  

“West Cliff” by Angwin artist 
Carol Rosemond has been 
chosen for the de Young 
Open, an upcoming show in 
San Francisco.

FOR THE REGISTER

 The Napa Valley Vintners is 
investing more than $1 million in 
new scholarship and mentorship 
programs to increase diversity, 
inclusivity and opportunity in all 
aspects of the wine industry, the 
organization announced Tuesday.

NVV is partnering with the 
United Negro College Fund to 
create a scholarship program for 
people of color, from any un-
der-represented group, to pursue 
college degrees in wine indus-
try subjects ranging from grape 
growing, winemaking, marketing, 
business and more.

UNCF has been managing 
scholarships for minority students 
for 75 years and is the largest and 
most successful minority organi-
zation of its kind. The NVV has 

committed $200,000 to the fund 
each year for the next five years 
and will begin a fundraising effort 
with its members to build the fund 
beyond that initial investment.

The non-profit trade organi-
zation also announced it will in-
vest more than $100,000 in two 
new mentorship programs being 
created by industry organizations 
Wine Unify and Bâtonnage. The 
mission of Wine Unify is to wel-
come, elevate and amplify the 
voices of underrepresented mi-
norities. Bâtonnage fosters solu-
tions for a more positive, inclusive 
course forward in which women 
and ethnic and racial minorities 
achieve equal representation, 
equal opportunities and equal 
leadership positions within the 
wine industry.

“The NVV represents one of the 
world’s premier wine regions and 
strives to be a leader in all aspects 
of the industry,” said Linda Reiff, 
president and CEO, in a news re-
lease announcing the program. 
“We recognize our nation is at a 
critical moment to finally end cen-
turies of racism and to dramati-
cally increase diversity, inclusivity 
and opportunity, including in the 
wine industry. The NVV believes 
our community and industry 
should be open and welcoming to 
people of color, whether working 
here, visiting the valley or enjoy-
ing our wines anywhere.”

This builds on NVV’s longtime 
commitment to mentorship pro-
grams in Napa County with or-
ganizations such as Boys & Girls 
Clubs, Aim High and On the Move. 

This year alone, the organization 
provided nearly $2 million to nine 
non-profit organizations whose 
missions are to close the achieve-
ment gap and help at-risk youth 
succeed in life. These programs 
together reached 40,000 children 
in Napa County.

A consideration for grant giving 
going forward through Auction 
Napa Valley proceeds will be nota-
ble actions taken by organizations 
that work on enhancing diversity, 
inclusivity and opportunity for 
others.

“We are proud of work be-
ing done in our community, and 
we look forward to making a 
meaningful difference toward 
long-lasting change in our indus-
try,” said Reiff.

In June, the NVV organized a 

virtual town hall meeting for its 
members to learn from commu-
nity leaders of color. Following 
that session, a task force of diverse 
vintners and community leaders 
was formed to examine what the 
organization could do. Through 
research and in-depth discus-
sions, the task force and board of 
directors developed a set of ac-
tions that included focusing on 
education and mentorship.

The NVV is seeking donations 
from its members and others in-
terested in supporting this work 
to build the scholarship program 
beyond the initial five years, and to 
match the support for Wine Unify 
and Bâtonnage.

Donations to the scholarship 
program can be made directly via 
UNCF: give.uncf.org/2020NVV.

NVV pledges $1 million to promote diversity
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 The Cameo Cinema will reopen 
Friday with one screening per day 
and a maximum admission of 35 
people (25 percent of capacity).

“The Personal History of David 
Copperfield” will be the Cameo’s 
first regularly scheduled indoor 
movie since the theater closed 
in April due to COVID-19. The 
Cameo’s drive-in screenings and 
streaming program will continue.

The Cameo’s protocols are based 
on the National Association of 
Theatre Owners’ new CinemaSafe 
guidelines:

- Six feet of social distancing be-
tween patrons, except those who 
attend together

- Masks will be required for all 
employees and patrons, although 
patrons may remove them tem-
porarily to consume popcorn or 
beverages

- Patrons will be excused from 
the theater by row

- No more than three people will 
be allowed in the bathroom at a time

- Staff – but not patrons – will 
undergo temperature checks

- A cleaning service will clean the 
theater every morning

- No bring-your-own-bowl 
popcorn deal

During September, there will be 
only one screening per day at 5 p.m. 
Proprietor Cathy Buck said matinee 
showtimes could be added in Oc-
tober, as well as evening shows for 
organizations and families to hold 
private screenings.

“As things open up and our 
(COVID-19) numbers go down, I 
suspect that we’ll be able to increase 
our occupancy in October and then 

hopefully again in November and 
December,” Buck said.

Buck acknowledged that sitting 
in a theater with strangers during 
the uncertainty of the COVID-19 
pandemic will not be in everyone’s 
comfort zone.

“But if a small organization or a 
family of 10 or 12 people that’s been 
together through all of this wants to 
see a movie in the theater, we can 
accommodate them,” she said.

You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.com.

St. Helena’s Cameo reopens Friday

JESSE DUARTE, STAR 

The Cameo Cinema will resume indoor showings on Friday with “The 
Personal History of David Copperfield.”

VOTE SAFE withYourVote-By-Mail Ballot
All California voters will receive a vote-by-mail ballot for the November 3, 2020 election.
Napa County Election Division will begin mailing ballots, similar to the one pictured
below, beginning October 5, 2020.

Make sure you receive your Vote By Mail Ballot by confirming your current registration
address at this link: https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov

Voters who vote-by-mail will help ensure safe physical distancing at voting locations.
Napa County Vote Centers open Saturday October 31, 2020 at 8:30 a.m. through
Tuesday November 3, 2020 Election Day. Voting locations will offer voter registration,
replacement ballots, accessible voting machines, and language assistance.

Voting by mail is SAFE and EASY.
After marking your choices on your ballot, simply:

Seal it.
Secure your ballot inside the return envelope included in your ballot packet.

Sign it.
Your signature is compared to the voter registration on file to protect your vote. If you are not sure how
you signed your voter registration affidavit, have a friend or family member witness your signature in the
space provided on the return envelope.

Return it.
By mail - Make sure your ballot
is postmarked by November 3, 2020.
No stamp required!

Track it.
You can track the status of your ballot at: https://services.countyofnapa.org/VoterInfo/

In person - Drop your ballot off at a
secure drop box, vote center,
drive thru, or county elections office by
8pm on November 3, 2020.

OR

VOTE SEGURO con su balota de voto por correo
Todos los votantes de California recibirán una balota de voto por correo para las elecciones del
3 de noviembre de 2020. La División Electoral del Condado de Napa comenzará a enviar las
balotas por correo, similar a la que se muestra a continuación, a partir del 5 de octubre de 2020.

Asegúrese de recibir su balota de voto por correo confirmando su dirección de registro actual en
este enlace: https://voterstatus.sos.ca.gov

Los votantes que votan por correo ayudarán a garantizar un distanciamiento físico seguro
en los lugares de votación.
Los centros de votación del condado de Napa abren el sábado 31 de octubre de 2020 a las 8:30 a.m. hasta el
martes 3 de noviembre de 2020, día de las elecciones. Los lugares de votación ofrecerán registro de votantes,
balotas de reemplazo, máquinas de votación accesibles y asistencia con el idioma.

Votar por correo es SEGURO y FACIL.
Después de marcar las opciones en su balota, simplemente:

Sellelo.
Asegure su balota adentro del sobre de devolución incluido en el paquete con su balota.

Firmelo.
Su firma se compara con la que tenemos en su registro de votantes, para proteger su voto. Si no está
seguro de cómo firmó su declaración jurada de registro de votante, pida a un amigo o familiar que sea
testigo de su firma en el espacio proporcionado en el sobre de devolución.

Devuélvalo.
Por correo - Asegúrese de que su balota
esté marcada con el matasellos antes del
3 de noviembre de 2020.
¡No se requiere estampilla!!

Rastrea.
Puede realizar un seguimiento del estado de su balota en: https://services.countyofnapa.org/VoterInfo/

En persona - deje su balota en un
buzón seguro, centro de votación,
servicio de autoservicio o en la oficina
de elecciones del condado antes de las
8 p.m. del 3 de noviembre de 2020.

O
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 The Hennessey Fire is the larg-
est fire in Napa County since re-
liable data became available in 
1932 — and it isn’t even close.

The lightning-spawned Hen-
nessey Fire that began Aug. 17 
burned an estimated 306,000 
acres in four counties, accord-
ing to Cal Fire’s revised figures. 
It burned an estimated 165,000 
acres in Napa County alone, 
which is roughly 30% of the 
county.

That Napa County acreage 
might drop slightly, since Cal Fire 
recently dropped the estimated 
acreage for the Hennessey Fire as 
a whole by 12,000 acres. But the 
blaze has still seared itself into 
the local record books.

As they go about daily life, most 
people in Napa County won’t see 
Hennessey Fire devastation that 
includes about 300 homes lost. 
All of it is in the remote east-
ern county, out-of-sight from 
world-famous Napa Valley, the 
county’s five cities and the main 
local roads of Highway 29 and 
Silverado Trail.

To put the Napa County section 
of the Hennessey Fire in perspec-
tive, 165,000 acres is 257 square 
miles. That’s more than five times 
the size of San Francisco. It’s 
more than five times the size of 
the city of Napa, American Can-
yon, Yountville, St. Helena and 
Calistoga combined.

Another way to view the fire’s 
size—someone could walk from 
Lagoon Valley near Fairfield in 
Solano County north through the 
length of Napa County to Morgan 
Valley in Lake County, a distance 
of more than 40 miles, and never 
leave the burn zone.

The county has had more con-
spicuous and destructive fires, 
but none so big.

Cal Fire lists the state’s 20 larg-
est fires that have taken place 
since 1932. The 165,000 acres that 
burned within Napa County during 
the Hennessey Fire would rank 19th 
on the list, if the Napa County por-
tion were a separate fire.

The 306,000-acre Hennessey 
Fire as a whole would rank fifth 
on the list. Instead, Cal Fire com-
bined it with two other fires that 
began the same day in Sonoma 
County to create the 363,000-
acre LNU Lighting Complex, 
which ranks fourth.

No other fire involving Napa 
County since 1932 is on the list.

“This is a very, very large in-
cident, historical,” Cal Fire Inci-
dent Commander Sean Kavana-
ugh told the Napa County Board 
of Supervisors recently.

A visual demonstration of his-
toric fires is provided by an Asso-
ciation of Bay Area Governments 
map based on Cal Fire data. The 
map shows the perimeters of 
large wildfires since 1950. Al-
though the Hennessey Fire has 
yet to be added, there’s nothing 
depicted on the Napa County 
portion of the map that comes 
close to its size.

To view the map, go to https://
bit.ly/2QXIBJ6 and choose the 
layer on the hazard viewer map 
for historic wildfire perimeters.

Many of the largest Napa 
County fires on the historic wild-
fire map burned over the past 
couple of decades. Among them 
are the 52,000-acre Atlas Fire of 
2017 and the County Fire of 2018, 
which burned 90,000 acres in 
Napa and Yolo counties.

For that matter, 17 of the 20 
largest California fires on record 
have taken place since 2002. Five 
have taken place since Aug. 16.

Napa County Fire Chief Geoff 
Belyea said he’s not an expert on 
why many of the larger fires are 
of recent vintage. But, he said, 
there’s lots of anecdotal infor-
mation.

“My personal observation is a 
large driving force of it is weather,” 
Belyea said. “It seems like we’ve 
had more severe weather lately. 
The drought was certainly a big 
factor. They say we’re out of the 
five-year drought. I’m not sure 
all of the vegetation has really 
recovered.”

Also unique about this particu-
lar fire, Belyea said, is the speed at 
which it spread without the pres-
ence of “north wind-type” con-
ditions – the kind that allowed 
the wildfires in 2017 to spread so 
rapidly.

The Hennessey Fire “showed 

some very extreme fire behav-
ior” even outside of an abnor-
mal wind event, he said. That 
prompted some evacuation or-
ders to be issued in the middle 
of the night, a time when fire 
conditions typically favor fire-
fighting efforts.

The already-burned acreage 
will likely not burn again this 
year, he said, adding that he ex-
pects grass to regrow there after 
winter and early spring rains. 
Portions of land that burned in 
the Hennessey Fire also burned 
in the Atlas Fire in 2017, he said.

But fire season is far from over.
“This certainly does not take 

the threat of additional fires away 
from Napa County, especially if 
we (do) get the north wind events 
we typically see in the fall,” Bel-
yea said. “A third of the county 
burned, but that still leaves a 
large swath of land that could be 
impacted for another wildfire.”

Here are some of the larger 
Napa County fires over the past 
70 years:

Hanly Fire in 1964 – “Valley 
is Flaming Nightmare,” said the 
headline of the Sept. 21, 1964 The 
Napa Register.

The 56,000-acre Hanly Fire 
broke out near Calistoga and 
burned to near Santa Rosa. Mean-
while, the 10,000-acre Nuns 
Canyon Fire burned in the Maya-
camas Mountains and threatened 
the town of Sonoma. Still another 

9,000-acre fire burned on Mount 
George east of the city of Napa.

Napa Valley was in a flaming 
noose. The situation was eerily 
similar to what happened to the 
county with the October 2017 
wildfires.

September 1965 fires – Eight 
fires breaking out at about the 
same time burned more than 
40,000 acres and destroyed at 
least 30 structures in what The 
Napa Register again called a 
“flaming nightmare.”

One was the Kaiser Fire, which 
burned from south of the city 
of Napa to American Canyon 
Road and Interstate 80. An-
other burned near Monticello 
Road. Still another burned along 
Old Sonoma Road. Still another 
burned in Chiles and Conn val-
leys.

Atlas Peak Fire in 1981 – The 
Atlas Peak Fire in June burned 
34,000 acres and packed a dev-
astating punch. The arson fire 
destroyed 56 homes in the Atlas 
Peak/Soda Canyon/Silverado ar-
eas, The Napa Register reported 
at the time.

Miller Canyon Fire in 1988 – 
This 35,000-acre fire broke out in 
Solano County and burned much 
of its acreage in that county north 
of Vacaville, though it burned 
along the Blue Ridge and into 
southeast Napa County near Lake 
Berryessa. Reports at the time 
said seven homes were destroyed.

Sixteen Fire in 1999 – The 
38,000-acre Sixteen Fire was 
name because it began near 
Highway 16 in Yolo County. It 
burned to northern Lake Ber-
ryessa, mostly in remote areas, 
though it neared the rural com-
munity of Berryessa Estates.

Tubbs, Atlas and Nuns fires 
of October 2017 – The 37,000-
acre Tubbs Fire burned from 
Calistoga to Santa Rosa. The 
52,000-acre Atlas Fire burned 
in such places as Soda Canyon, 
Silverado, Coombsville and near 
Lake Berryessa. The Partrick Fire 
later became part of the 56,000-
acre Nuns Fire that burned in the 
Mayacamas mountains.

As in 1964, the fires broke out 
at about the same time and Napa 
Valley was hemmed in by flames. 
The county lost about 650 homes.

But even the Tubbs, Nuns and 
Atlas fires combined can’t rival 
the Hennessey Fire in size. Plus, 
much of the Tubbs and Nuns burn 
zones were in Sonoma County.

Then there are fires from the 
more distant past, with no acre-
age estimates. They are the fires 
of legend.

One that The Sonoma Demo-
crat called the Great Fire began 
in October 1870 when two fires in 
St. Helena and one in Calistoga 
merged and swept over the May-
acamas mountains into Sonoma 
Valley.

“One of the most extensive 
and destructive fires of which 
we have record,” is how the paper 
described the fire back in pioneer 
days.

A late September, 1913 fire in 
Sage Canyon threatened St. Hel-
ena, sending clouds of smoke as 
heavy as fog through city streets. 
That fire followed a Capell Valley 
blaze that raced 25 miles to the 
south, The San Francisco Call 
reported that year.

But were these fires as big as 
today’s Hennessey Fire? By the 
newspaper descriptions, that’s 
doubtful, though the Great Fire 
might well rival the Hanly and 
Tubbs fires that seemed to burn 
a similar area.

Register reporter Sarah Klear-
man contributed to this story.

You can reach Barry Eberling at 
256-2253 or beberling@napanews.
com.

CONFLAGRATIONS 

A fire for the record books
Hennessey’s vast burn 

zone greater than any 

other in modern history

HOWARD YUNE, REGISTER 

The scorched remains of a Jeep remained in a driveway in the Berryessa 
Highlands subdivision of Napa County in late August, a week and a half 
after the Hennessey Fire obliterated the garage and house that had 
surrounded the vehicle.

We Are Here
for Our Napa
Community

olehealth.org 707.254.1775
Hablamos Español300 Hartle Ct, Napa

As OLE Health continues to offer telehealth services, we are opening our doors again at our many locations throughout
Napa and Solano counties. Our number one priority remains the safety of our patients, our staff and our
community. We have implemented:
• Splash shields at all points of contact
• Mandatory masking of all staff and patients entering our facilities
• Temperature checks for everyone
• Clear social distancing and safety signage
• Increased testing availability for symptomatic and high-risk patients

Visit www.olehealth.org or call 707-254-1770 to
make an appointment today. ¡SALUD!
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 Pope Valley’s Hubcap 
Ranch and the historic Aetna 
Springs resort are among the 
remote, east Napa County 
survivors of the massive 
Hennessey Fire.

But it was close.
Hubcap Ranch is located 

in rural Pope Valley. Over 
30 years, the late Emanuele 
“Litto” Damonte with the 
help of neighbors collected 
more than 2,000 hubcaps 
that are displayed around 
the property. Today, more 
than 5,000 hubcaps are 
there, some displayed on 
barbed wire fences lining 
the road.

That earned the ranch sta-
tus as a California historical 
landmark. The state plaque 
calls it an “exceptional 20th 
century folk art environ-
ment.”

Mike Damonte said the 
upper ranch burned, but 
that the lower part with the 
Hubcap Ranch remains. The 
former Pope Valley fire chief 
said he had tractors out and 
was making fire lines.

“We’re pretty much sur-
rounded by vineyard, which 
is actually a blessing,” he 
said.

Damonte described the 
home losses and proper-
ty-saving efforts in the Pope 
Valley area. That included 
people with pickup trucks 
fixed with water tanks pro-
tecting homes. Pina Vine-
yard Management bulldoz-
ers cut fire lines.

Aetna Springs is a defunct 
resort in the north county 
that started in the 1870s af-
ter the discovery of warm 
mineral springs along Aetna 
Creek. Napa County Land-
marks placed the site on its 
Ten Most Threatened Trea-

sures list because historic 
buildings there are decaying.

A Cal Fire map shows that 
the Hennessey Fire came 
near to the buildings, but 
missed them.

Johnny White and the 
Pina Vineyard Management 
crews used bulldozers to cut 
lines above the resort to keep 
the fire away. White said 
other locals also worked to 
keep the fire away from the 
historic buildings.

“The locals saved it,” 
White said.

But the fire did singe the 
historic, 130-year-old Aetna 
Springs golf course that 
closed a few years ago.

“It got into the golf 
course,” White said. “They 
hadn’t been watering a lot, 
so it was pretty dry.”

Berryessa Estates is a ru-
ral community of 480 people 
launched in the 1960s along 
Putah Creek. The Hennessey 
Fire burned to the perime-
ter. Napa County Fire Chief 
Geoff Belyea said firefighters 
made a stand there.

Resident Ron Sloan said 
the community for years 
has had an American flag on 
the hill near the entrance. 
That flag burned during the 
Hennessey Fire—it is a diffi-
cult hill to climb to remove it 
— so no American flag could 
be seen when residents re-
turned from evacuation.

“The very next day, 
Wednesday, it was flying 
once again!” Sloan said in 
an email.

He wasn’t certain who 
put up a new flag on the 
now-blackened hill, but he 
expressed thanks.

Berryessa Estates is not 
to be confused with another 
Lake Berryessa community, 
Berryessa Highlands, on the 
southwest end of the lake. 
Berryessa Highlands lost 
several dozen homes to the 
fire.

Moore Creek park is a 
popular hiking area along 
Lake Hennessey in the 
mountains east of Ruther-
ford. It survived the Hen-
nessey Fire.

The massive fire started 
on Aug. 17 only a few miles 
away from the park, but Cal 
Fire crews responded and 
the wind blew east. That 
saved the park, said John 
Woodbury, general manager 
of the Napa County Regional 
Park and Open Space Dis-
trict.

About 70% of the dis-
trict’s various properties 
burned in the fire. About 
2,500 acres was Spanish 
Valley and nearby properties 
in the remote north county.

“But it will come back. 
Those are fire ecology land-
scapes,” Woodbury said.

Spanish Valley has never 
been open to the public for 
hiking, though some degree 
of public access is the dis-
trict’s ultimate goal.

You can reach Barry Eberling 
at 256-2253 or beberling@
napanews.com.

LANDMARKS 

A tally of fire’s iconic misses
Pope Valley’s 

Hubcap Ranch, 

Aetna Springs still 

standing 

REGISTER FILE PHOTO 

The entrance to the historic Aetna Springs Resort in Pope 
Valley. Buildings at the 19th century resort escaped damage 
from the Hennessey Fire. 

 Tuesday, Sept. 8
0748 — Report of a water 

leak in a vineyard behind the 
library.

0909 — Report of some-
one using an extremely 
loud leaf blower and blow-
ing dust around on Vallejo 
Street.

1002 — Report of two 
dogs running loose near 
Main/Charter Oak.

1132 — Multiple callers 
reported a disabled semi 
truck blocking the south-
bound lane of Highway 29 
near Lodi Lane. The CHP 
was notified.

1209 — A caller was con-
cerned about a pit bull in the 
Stockton Street area.

1359 — A person reported 
receiving a scam phone call.

1408 — Medical aid for a 
man feeling ill on Hunt Av-
enue.

1409 — A person brought 
in a fraudulent check. Police 
took a report.

1605 — A caller asked how 
to contact the county trap-
per to help with a raccoon 
problem.

1620 — A caller was con-
cerned about the smoke and 
asked whether St. Helena 
was going to be evacuated. 
Police said there was no ac-
tive fires around St. Helena 
and no evacuations.

Wednesday, Sept. 9
0321 — Report of two 

suspicious men on Allison 
Avenue and Signorelli Cir-
cle. One was going through 
a recycling bin.

0748 — A vehicle was 
leaking fluid on Spring 
Mountain Road.

0751 — A car got egged on 
Signorelli Circle overnight.

1641 — Report of a man 
stumbling near Main Street 
and then driving off in a 
truck. Police arrested the 
81-year-old St. Helena man 

on suspicion of DUI.
Thursday, Sept. 10
1439 — Report of a man in 

boxer briefs yelling in front 
of a driveway on Bella Vista 
Court.

1830 — Report of a pos-
sible drunk driver weaving 
on southbound Highway 
29 near Big Tree Road. Po-
lice arrested the 63-year-
old Overland Park, Kansas 
woman on suspicion of DUI.

2250 — Police were told to 
be on the lookout for a sus-
picious car that had been 
parked in someone’s drive-
way in Calistoga and was 
last seen heading toward 
St. Helena.

Friday, Sept. 11
0137 — Police checked 

on an occupied vehicle on 
Adams Street and told the 
driver about the city ordi-
nance prohibiting overnight 
sleeping in cars.

0336 — Non-injury lift 
assist on Spring Street.

0511 — Medical aid on 
Hunt Avenue.

0523 — Non-injury acci-
dent on Silverado Trail.

1502 — Police were called 
about a rattlesnake near an 
electricity meter on Ma-
drona Avenue.

1504 — A person provided 
information about their 
pets in case they got loose. 
Police advised the person to 
have the pets microchipped 
in case their collars come 
off.

1715 — Report of a reck-
less driver on northbound 
Highway 29 approaching 
St. Helena.

1817 — Report of a driver 
swerving all over the road 
near Main/Elmhurst.

2043 — Report of a weird 
buzzing noise coming from 
a neighbor’s house on 
Spring Street. An officer de-
termined it was either a pool 

pump or a water fountain.
Saturday, Sept. 12
1538 — Report of a possi-

ble drunk driver swerving all 
over northbound Highway 
29 at Grayson Avenue. Po-
lice determined the driver 
was not drunk.

1651 — Police cited a car 
parked in a disabled parking 
space on Main Street.

1937 — Report of a loud 
party on Magnolia Avenue. 
An hour later, police were 
told it was getting even 
louder.

2206 — Report of a loud 
party on Hillview Place.

2313 — Police were noti-
fied of a child custody dis-
pute.

Sunday, Sept. 13
0644 — Report of a large 

tree down across both lanes 
of Spring Mountain Road.

1226 — Report of a pos-
sible drunk driver at Main/
Adams.

1948 — Police were told 
that some children had 
reported a male neighbor 
taking photos of them. Po-
lice contacted the neighbor, 
who denied taking photos.

Monday, Sept. 14
0332 — Following a traffic 

stop at Main/Crinella, po-
lice cited someone for driv-
ing without a license.

1016 — Police picked up a 
loose three-legged dog near 
Hunt/Main.

1756 — People in the 
lobby reported ongoing 
neighbor problems. It was 
a civil matter.

1928 — Non-injury hit-
and-run involving a parked 
car on Main Street. The re-
sponsible vehicle was de-
scribed as a big white Dodge 
with a camper, last seen 
heading north on Highway 
29.

2024 — Non-injury lift 
assist on Spring Street.

POLICE LOG

STAR STAFF

 Rockridge Equine Rest and 
Retirement — a Pope Valley 
ranch dedicated to the rest, re-
tirement and rescue of horses 
— took a direct hit from the 
recent LNU Lightning Com-
plex Fire.

Blake Gardiner is quoted in 
Horse Network, a digital pub-
lishing platform founded in 
2012. He runs the ranch along 
with his mother, owner Deb-
bie Gardiner, his mother and 
Rockridge owner.

Gardiner writes that as the 
fire reached the property line, 

several volunteers arrived af-
ter a three-hour drive from 
Woodside with minutes to 
spare. Twenty-five horses 
were loaded in 10 minutes 
and evacuated. He said many 
of the critical structures on 
the Rockridge property re-
main intact, including their 
home, however, pastures on 
the property were damaged. 
Additionally, fencing, gates, 
water lines and a 4,000-gal-
lon water tank needs to be 
replaced.

On Sept. 1 Rockridge Equine 
Rest and Retirement launched 
a GoFundMe Charity cam-
paign with a goal of $8,000 
to recover from the fire. As of 
Friday, 14 people had donated 
$1,325 in the past 10 days.

To thank their volunteers, 
Rockridge Equine Rest and 
Retirement hopes to pay the 
volunteers’ expenses who 
made the trip. Rockridge 
Equine Rest will also use funds 
raised to make a donation to 
Sonoma Horse Park that is 
housing their 20 horses for 
two weeks. The remaining 
funds from the campaign will 
go towards repairs for Rock-
ridge Equine Rest and Retire-
ment.

For details visit charity.
gofundme.com/o/en/cam-
paign/rockridge-fire-relief.

After fires, Pope Valley horse ranch seeks funds

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

As fire converged on Pope 
Valley’s Rockridge Equine 
Rest and Retirement, a group 
from Woodside came and 
evacuated 25 horses in 10 
minutes. A gofundme drive 
has started, with a goal of 
raising $8,000.

SONOMA
19230 Sonoma Hwy
Open M-Sat. 10-5

Sun. by Appt.

RINCONVALLEY
4970 Sonoma Hwy
Open M-Sat. 10-5

Sun. by Appt.

(707) 781-9440
SonomaHotTubs.com

NOW OPEN IN SANTA ROSA

Up to

$4,000
Instant Rebate

+
$1,800 in

Free Options.

Family Foot Care Specialist

Same Day

Appointments

Available:
Ingrown Toenails

Heel Pain

Bunions

Corns

Calluses &Warts

Diabetic Foot Care

Wound Care

Katrina Di Pasqua, DPM
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W ar OPEN f r ll y ur
f ar n ds

We are OPEN for all your
foot care needs.

We are OPEN for all your
foot care needs.

www.NapaLaserPodiatry.com

2017 Jefferson Street • Napa

224-8865

It’s all about the moments,
and we make sure each one counts.

Enjoy every moment
livingworry-free
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Our communities offer an
affordable, all-inclusive

lifestyle with chef-
prepared meals. Let us
handle life’s day-to-day
chores, allowing you to

focus on the moments in
life to be cherished

and celebrated.

707-410-5005
2350 Redwood Rd

Napa, CA 94558

RedwoodRetirement.com

707-410-5010
3460 Villa Ln

Napa, CA 94558

TheSpringsOfNapa.com
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CARTOON COMMENT | BY JOAN MARTENS

THE ADVISING DEAN

 As a dean, I was sometimes 
away from campus for 
days at a time for meet-

ings, conferences and consul-
tations. For five years, I traveled 
throughout Asia for up to six 
weeks as part of an early higher 
education initiative to recruit 
international students to Amer-
ica’s colleges and universities.

While traveling, I had no 
doubts but that our office would 

continue to op-
erate smoothly. 
However, if Ar-
lene, Maureen, 
or Marcy — our 
administrative 
support team — 
were away for 
more than a few 
days, things could 
grind to a halt.

Campuses simply cannot 
function without clerical staff, 
custodians, food services, 
maintenance, security, medical, 
crafts, and others, often called 
classified staff, but who I refer 
to as Education Support Pro-
fessionals (ESPs).

American campuses resem-
ble a caste system, with faculty 
and administrators at the top 
and everyone else scattered in 
groups below. Last year, I facili-
tated a retreat for custodial staff 
at College of Marin. Of all ESPs, 
custodians are probably least 
recognized for the work they do 
in the campus caste hierarchy.

I began the retreat by asking 
the group if they thought the 
college could function for a day 
or two without the president, 
vice-presidents, even faculty. 
They agreed it would. I then 
asked what would happen if 
custodians were absent for a 
couple of days. First silence, 
then a shout from back of the 
room: “Nobody could wipe 
their butts!”

For many years, Noel-Levitz 
conducted surveys asking stu-
dents what aspects of campus 
life mattered most to them. 
Teaching effectiveness ranked 
at the top of the list, but every-
thing else took place outside 
the classroom, including reg-
istration effectiveness, service 
excellence, support services, 
safety and security.

When students need support, 
they don’t care if the person 
providing it has a degree, is 
full-time or part-time, is a fac-
ulty or staff member.

Dr. José Leyba, a former col-
lege president, recalls his first 
days on campus as a first-gen-
eration college student from a 
farmworker family.

After having been sent from 
office to office, José remembers 
becoming increasingly frus-
trated and feeling ready to drop 
out. He says it was a secretary 
who reached out saying, “Don’t 
worry, sonny, I’ll help you out.” 
That secretary arguably had 
as much to do with young José 
becoming Dr. Leyba as any pro-
fessor, dean, or advisor.

Positive relationships with 
faculty and staff, along with 
campus attractiveness affect 
students’ decisions to enroll 
and persist. However, presi-
dents don’t mow the lawns, 
welcome students at the front 

gate, or help them find park-
ing spaces. ESPs are on the 
frontlines and provide critical 
sources of support for students, 
as well as for faculty and ad-
ministrators.

As the COVID-19 pandemic 
sweeps across the nation, col-
leges and universities report-
edly expect to cut more than 
50,000 jobs. Even campuses 
like Stanford, with a $28 billion 
endowment, claim that job cuts 
are “unavoidable.” ESPs have 
been especially hard hit by fur-
loughs and layoffs, according to 
Chris Marsicano of the College 
Crisis Initiative at Davidson 
College.

While many faculty continue 
to teach online, the situation is 
far more problematic for ESPs 
without meals to serve, class-
rooms to maintain, prospective 
students to tour around cam-
pus, and fewer student-athletes 
needing coaching or physical 
therapy.

Jeffrey Selingo’s article in 
the Aug. 1 issue of The Atlan-
tic is appropriately entitled, 
“Colleges Are Deeply Unequal 
Workplaces.” Selingo describes 
the “chasm” between the 
worlds of faculty and ESPs, 
with the latter having far less 
power, job security, and voice in 
budgetary matters.

Zach Schwartz-Weinstein, 
a historian of university labor, 
writes that ESPs are often “the 
working poor” and the incon-
siderate treatment they receive 
“reflects a hierarchy of dispos-
ability” wherein they and their 
communities are at the bottom 
of a campus caste system that 
runs counter to the expressed 
values of American higher ed-
ucation.

Thus, it’s hardly surprising 
that less attention is seemingly 
being paid to the risks of expo-
sure to the deadly COVID-19 
virus for ESPs than for stu-
dents, faculty, even local com-
munity members.

In the epilogue of her re-
markable book “Caste,” Isabel 
Wilkerson observes that we 
have “A moral duty to develop 
empathy for those who must 
endure the indignities that [we] 
have been spared.” In higher 
education, empathy means rec-
ognizing that it takes a campus 
to support student success and 
that every community member 
has value, no matter her/his of-
ficial position.

Radical empathy means equi-
tably sharing sacrifices and ask-
ing, as does Tulane University’s 
Briana Mohan, whether faculty 
and upper level administrators 
are willing to let the lives and 
jobs of ESPs, “become collateral 
damage as they manage their 
way through the COVID-19 
pandemic.”

Tom Brown is a St. Helena resident 
who served as a dean at Saint 
Mary’s College of California for 27 
years. He currently is a consultant 
and speaker at colleges and 
universities that are seeking to 
keep more of the students they 
enroll. Send comments, questions 
or suggestions for future columns 
to: thedean@tbrownassociates.
com

In praise of Education 
Support Professionals

OPINION
Editorial Board

Sean Scully, Director of News Content
David Stoneberg, Editor

Residents:
Norma Ferriz • Shannon Kuleto 

Bonnie Long • Peter McCrea• Chuck Meibeyer  
Gail Showley • Dave Yewell

Our actions threaten 
fresh air, clean water

 I continue to hear comments 
like, “I can’t wait for things to go 
back to normal” or “I can’t wait 
for Jan. 1st, 2021” because 2020 
has been so hard. It has been 
hard! But a change in the calen-
dar year isn’t going to make any 
of the frustrations or threats of 
2020 go away. If anything, it will 
make them worse.

We have been privileged and 
lucky to have lived this comfort-
able “normal” life, but it’s been 
at the expense of less fortunate 
and undervalued people, places 
and things. If we continue, as 
a country and community, to 
ignore the environmental and 
social impacts of our industrial 
“progress” then we’ll continue 
on the same path we are on now.

And here we are! A novel pan-
demic, catastrophic wildfires, 
and drought affect all of us and 
our livelihoods. All the while, 
those of us living at a lower 
socioeconomic status are nega-
tively affected at a higher rate. In 
our community these are often 
the farmworkers we all depend 
on, the backbone of the wine 
industry.

It’s a mess that we are in. Yet, 
sadly, the push for more hotels, 
vineyards and tasting rooms has 
continued. Right back on the fast 
track to making these problems 
worse. Enough is enough.

I challenge everyone to open 
their eyes and try to see past their 
own personal interests. The big-
ger picture holds our children’s 
and their children’s equal right to 
fresh air and clean water. Already, 
we begin to see it threatened, so 
please don’t take this lightly. Stop 
sacrificing their future for your 
own personal gain.

Tessa K. Henry
Angwin

Outpouring of  
love and support

 On Aug. 19, 2020, our family 
home was consumed by flames 
from the Aetna/Hennessey Fire. 
We were completely devastated 
by our loss, yet immediately 
neighbors, friends and family 
started coming forward offering 
to help with anything they could. 
We are extremely humbled and 
grateful for all the outpouring of 
love and support from our amaz-
ing community. The kindness we 
have been blessed with is helping 
us try to move forward. Thank 
you all, from the bottom of our 
hearts, for all your generosity, 
love and support.

The Wilms Family
Eric, Susanna, Mitchell, 

Marilyn, Mabel and Russell
Pope Valley

River Trail  
already protected

 Proponents of Measure G seem 
to suggest that development of 
the Adams Street parcel would 
destroy the trail to the Napa 
River. That notion is demonstra-
bly wrong.

According to Google Maps, 
the entire path, from the corner 
of Adams and Library Lane to 
the mouth of the slough, is four-
fifths of a mile (4,200 feet) long. 
The section that actually crosses 
the Adams parcel is only 600 
feet long. The other 3,600 feet 
(86 percent of the trail) lie on 
a separate adjacent parcel that 
runs all the way to the river.

That parcel would remain 
untouched, regardless of what 
happens on Adams Street. Why? 

Because the levee, wetlands, 
and river bank on that parcel are 
protected in perpetuity by a con-
servation easement held by Land 
Trust of Napa County.

But what about the 600 feet, 
you ask? Well, if a hotel (or a 
community center, or workforce 
housing, or any other devel-
opment) were to be built there, 
the city could mandate that the 
trailhead be integrated with the 
project’s landscaping, complete 
with benches, a picnic table, a 
kiosk, even a restroom. A smart 
developer would recognize the 
lure of such an amenity.

There are plenty of things that 
can be debated about Adams 
Street, but the permanence of 
our river trail is not one of them.

Jack Stuart
St. Helena

Editor’s Note: Stuart was a di-
rector of the Land Trust of Napa 
County from 2014 to 2020.

Please vote for Mary 
as our next mayor

 Mayoral candidate Mary Ko-
berstein is a quiet person, but 
she has no trouble at all speaking 
up and making her point known. 
She’s persuasive without being 
dramatic, open-minded but de-
cisive, and, as we’ve seen from 
her two years on the Planning 
Commission as well as her four 
on the City Council, she works 
very well with others. She’s both 
a leader and a team player. Per-
haps most importantly, Mary is 
deeply honest. She reveres the 
law, not as a set of obstacles to be 
worked around for personal gain, 
but as the rulebook for making a 
community work for us all.

In a time when too many poli-
ticians are dishonest and uneth-
ical; when leaders stifle change 
in order to please the empowered 
and disenfranchise the rest, and 
when real-life problems start to 
feel insurmountable, we are ex-
tremely fortunate to have Mary 
Koberstein. Please vote for her as 
our next mayor.

Lin Weber
St. Helena

Why we’re supporting 
Hardy for city council

 Lester Hardy’s Aug. 13 Guest 
Commentary (“Water Security 
in St. Helena“) is useful for the 
background it provides, and its 
suggestions for future water 
management. More broadly, it 
also shows why Lester is a good 
candidate for the city council. In 
addressing a problem — like wa-
ter, or housing, or whatever issue 
the council faces — Lester takes 
the time to understand the his-
tory and the context of the issue, 
and then thoughtfully develops 
strategies to improve things. He 
looks for common ground and 
practical solutions.

Lester will work to make St. 
Helena a more sustainable and 
resilient town, and he will do 
that by doing thorough research 
and working collaboratively with 
staff, his council colleagues, and 
the community. That’s why we 
support him for city council.

Anne Cottrell  
and Doug Cutting

St. Helena

A simple solution  
for a new City Hall

 At the present time St. Helena 
needs to find simple solutions for 
some of its outstanding problems. 
One is what to do about City Hall.

St. Helena owns outright the 
Carnegie Building. This building 

has already been retrofitted — up-
graded bathrooms, ADA-compli-
ant ramps and elevator and other 
plumbing and electrical upgrades. 
This building is empty, except 
for a few occasional classes. This 
building could easily accommo-
date the majority of the needs of a 
city hall. If other space is needed, 
there are two empty buildings 
across the street on Adams that 
the city could purchase.

How do we economically go 
forth with this plan?

1. Sell the existing City Hall 
property. Preapprove the land for 
the building of a Main Street hotel.

2. Determine how many em-
ployees from City Hall really need 
to go into a new building. With 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we have 
proven that many employees can 
work out of their home.

3. Utilize the money from the 
sale of the City Hall property to 
outfit the Carnegie Building and 
possibly buy the building(s) across 
the street on Adams, if necessary. 
Additional parking would be pro-
vided by buying the properties on 
Adams Street.

4. Extra money from this sale 
would allow St. Helena to do the 
necessary Library restoration and 
retrofit.

Let’s look at some of the possi-
ble objections to this plan:

1. We need a City Hall on Main 
Street. Do we really? Can we not 
walk one block off of Main Street?

2. There is not enough parking. 
Actually, there is only the 3-hour 
parking in front of City Hall right 
now. And in some zones even less. 
There is plenty of parking on the 
residential streets near the Car-
negie Building. If the city bought 
the additional buildings on Ad-
ams, there is parking behind those 
buildings.

3. The Carnegie Building is not 
big enough. Those who have only 
seen the building from the outside 
do not realize there are two large 
floors that are totally vacant and 
a large vacant basement. The city 
could buy the additional buildings 
across the street. There would be 
plenty of money available from 
the sale of the existing City Hall 
property.

4. We can just float a new public 
bond to fund a new City Hall. A 
bond at 4% for 20 years to fund a 
$30 million new City Hall would 
cost each homeowner, on average, 
$400 to $500 per year on their 
property taxes. This is in addition 
to possible increases in water rates 
due to drought conditions and the 
retrofit of the wastewater system.

St. Helena needs to find some 
simple solutions to existing 
problems. We have already huge 
problems with the wastewater 
system, vacancies on Main Street, 
unfunded pension liabilities and 
declining tax revenues. If we don’t 
seriously consider a simple solu-
tion to the City Hall issue, we are 
wasting time and citizens’ money.

Arlene and Richard  
Corsetti

St. Helena

Please keep David 
on the council

 I’m so pleased to support 
David Knudsen for St. Helena 
City Council. He has done such 
a good job while he has been on 
the council. He really cares about 
our community, its future, and 
the people who live here. He has 
a background in finance and eco-
nomics and has lived in resort 
towns, so he knows what can 
happen if we don’t plan carefully 
for our future.

Please keep David on the city 
council.

Linda Rose
St. Helena

UPVALLEY VIEW POINTS

Letters policy
The Star welcomes letters from readers. Please email letters to edi-

tor@sthelenastar.com. All letters must include the writer’s name, city of 
residence and phone number for verification purposes.

Additionally: 1. Deadline for letters is 5 p.m., Monday. No exceptions. 
If a letter is received after that time, it will be published in the following 
week’s Star.

2. Writers will be limited to one letter per month.
3. Letters will be limited to 700-750 words. If they are longer than 

that, they will be edited, either by the editor or the writer.
4. Letters written by the same person on the same topic within the 

same six-month period will be published at the editor’s discretion.
5. We also welcome longer submissions — up to 900 words — on 

issues we believe are of interest to our readers as guest commentaries. 
A submitted commentary is judged based on the writer’s connection 
with the issue, whether it’s a specific expertise or unique experience or 
insight. Guest commentaries appear under a separate heading on the 
Opinion page at the editor’s discretion.

6. During any election season, the deadline for letters will be 5 p.m. 
Monday, 15 days before the election.

7. Views and opinions expressed in the letters section and as Guest 
Commentaries do not necessarily reflect the views of the St. Helena Star.

TOM 
BROWN
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Hardy qualified to 
provide leadership

 This letter is in support of 
Lester Hardy’s bid for St. Helena 
City Council. Lester is uniquely 
qualified to offer St. Helena ex-
perienced, effective and proven 
leadership, which the city needs 
in order to ensure a sustainable, 
economically healthy and vibrant 
future.

Lester is a thoughtful, inten-
tional, and reasoned person. He 
has an intimate understanding of 
the challenges St. Helena faces 
developed over many decades as a 
resident and strengthened by his 
experience as a member of city 
council (1990-1994) and his time 
on the St. Helena Planning Com-
mission (2017-present). Lester is 
focused on how to bridge the gap 
in our community that can make it 
hard to move projects forward and 
he is interested in solutions that 
help the city succeed.

We will need experience, insti-
tutional knowledge, and bridge 
building capability in our next 
city council to solve the issues this 
community is facing now and in 
years to come. Lester Hardy will 
be a strong contributor to this 
process to help ensure solutions 
that benefit our city.

We hope you will join us in sup-
port of Lester Hardy for St. Helena 
City Council.

Jessica Mennella and Dan 
Petroski

St. Helena

The Tom Seaver  
I came to know

 The illustrious career of Base-
ball Hall of Famer Tom Seaver has 
been lauded on the pages of the St. 
Helena Star, the New York Times 
and The San Francisco Chronicle 
among other notable publications. 
He lived a full and exciting life and 
the honor of being inducted into 
the Baseball Hall of Fame was no 
doubt among his finest achieve-
ments.

The Tom Seaver I came to know 
on my frequent walks on Diamond 
Mountain, in Calistoga, was a 
crusty, hands-on vintner. Tom 
always drove beautiful late-model 
pickups with all the bells and 
whistles and often with a black 
Lab or two in the back. He took a 
shine to my 74-pound Golden-
doodle, “Popcorn,” and the at-
traction was mutual. Most people 
with nice vehicles do not like dogs 
to put their paws on the open win-
dow. Not Tom. No matter where 
he was going, he always had time 
for a quick “meet and greet” with 
Popcorn.

During one of those many 
drive-by visits, I mentioned 
to Tom that Popcorn and I had 
recently encountered a pair of 
mountain lions walking across 
the road by Diamond Creek. For-
tunately, I saw some movement 
ahead and was able to get the dog 
under tight control. Since we were 
coming down the mountain, I 
could attempt to appear as big as 
possible. The lions turned their 
heads, stared at us, and continued 
ambling across the road. Clearly, 
they had the right of way! They 
made not a sound as they disap-
peared up the arroyo.

About a week later as we were 
on our Diamond Mountain consti-
tutional, Tom stopped and handed 
me something. It was a canister of 
pepper spray. As he pulled away, 
he said, “Don’t want to see you 
walking this road without it.”

Occasionally, we would run into 
Tom in Calistoga. One of the last 
times, it was obvious to me that 
Tom was failing, not that it mat-
tered to Popcorn, she could spot 
him anywhere and would drag me 
over to meet him. But she, too, was 
failing. It was impossible for her to 
jump into the Volvo anymore and 
so I had to hoist her in. Kind Tom 
saw our predicament. He came 
over and gently “fork lifted” her 
into the car, perhaps holding her 
just a bit longer than was strictly 
necessary. She didn’t mind.

I will always remember Tom 
Seaver’s little, nameless, acts of 
kindness.

Barbie Moller Wentworth
San Francisco, formerly of 

Calistoga

Buy BBQ dinner and 
support ag students

 On Friday, Oct. 2, the Napa 
County Farm Bureau Founda-
tion will be hosting its popular 
Buckhorn BBQ drive thru pickup 
dinner in St. Helena supporting 
Napa County’s ag youth. This 
event helps our foundation fund 
longstanding traditions such as 
Ag Day in Napa County where 
more than 1,000 elementary 
school children come to the fair-
grounds and learn about Napa 
County agriculture. The event 
also assists the foundation in 
COVID-19 relief efforts for farm-
workers and their families, as well 
as continuing education classes 

for Napa’s ag community.
We encourage St. Helena res-

idents to support this great work 
and buy a dinner for drive thru 
pickup on Oct. 2 in support of 
Napa County’s ag youth and our 
foundation’s work. You can go on-
line to www.napafarmbureau.org/
loveoftheland to purchase a din-
ner or call us at (707) 224-5403. 
Orders must be placed by Sept. 
28 and pickup will occur from 
5-7 p.m., Oct. 2 at the American 
Ag Credit parking lot located at 
1101 Vintage Ave. in St. Helena.

We look forward to seeing you 
and thank you for supporting 
Napa County’s ag youth.

Corrin Armstrong
Membership & Events Man-

ager
Napa County Farm Bureau

Firefighters deserve 
compensation

 This is a letter to Governor 
Newsom. We need to reward our 
firefighters with money, the me-
dium used to show appreciation 
for stellar achievement in our 
culture.

Question #1. How much money 
in damages and loss is saved by the 
efforts of our fire fighters each fire 
season?

Answer #1. At least hundreds 
of millions of dollars, if not more. 
These men and women are not 
only vulnerable to immediate 
bodily harm, including death, 
many of them will suffer from 
lung disease and premature inca-
pacity and/or death as a conse-
quence of their efforts to keep the 
rest of us safe.

Question #2. When will we 
compensate them with more than 
praise?

Answer #2. They each should 
be paid a big bonus after each 
fire season. Prisoner firefighters 
should receive the same amount 
of money. It would cost $3 million 
to pay 3,000 fire fighters $1,000. 
bonuses. It would cost $30 million 
to pay 3,000 firefighters a $10,000 
bonus. It would cost $300 mil-
lion to pay 3,000 fire fighters a 
$100,000 bonus. That $300 mil-
lion isn’t a lot of money, as money 
expenditures go in the world of 
government spending. Giving 
each of them $100,000 would cost 
$300 million, which doesn’t even 
come close to the cost of the dam-
age that would happen if the fire 
fighters weren’t around.

Question #3. When will you, 
Gov. Newsom, set aside enough 
money to pay every firefighter 
who risks life and limb and future, 
$100,000 each?

If there are 5,000 fire fighters, 
then set aside $500 million to pay 
them for saving more than that 
in damages. How much does a 
fighter bomber cost? How much 
does one rocket launch cost? How 
much bonus money is given to the 
10 top corporate CEOs?

These firefighters have our 
backs and protect our property 
and deserve significant support 
in the form of monetary compen-
sation from our tax money, and 
donations.

Barbara Monnette
St. Helena

Help us compile list  
of Napa war dead

 I submit this letter on behalf of 
members of the Napa County Vet-
erans Commission. The Commis-
sion seeks input from the commu-
nity as they work to put together 
a comprehensive list of military 
veterans from Napa County who 
fought and died in war or conflicts 
overseas.

For more than a year, the Com-
mission has worked to compile 
names and branches of service of 
residents who paid the ultimate 
sacrifice. Due to variances in mili-
tary record keeping from branch to 
branch and over time, the project 
has proven much more challeng-
ing than anticipated.

The Commission asks that 
any member of the public with 
a relative or loved one known to 
have made the ultimate sacrifice 
in WW I, WW II, Korea, Vietnam, 
Iraq or Afghanistan please take a 
moment to visit the Napa County 
Veterans Services website and 
verify that their fallen hero’s name 
and information is included and 
correct.

The list and link to the Com-
mission can be found at county-
ofnapa.org/2958/Napa-County-
War-Dead-History.

With community input, the 
Veterans Commission hopes to 
complete the list and begin work 
on a veterans’ memorial monu-
ment in Napa County. The monu-
ment will display the names of all 
fallen military heroes from Napa 
County.

For questions or for more in-
formation, please contact Frank 
Lucier at flucier@naem.com.

Brad Wagenknecht
Napa County Board of Su-

pervisors, District 1

SARAH KLEARMAN
sklearman@napanews.com 

 The Lawrence Family and Heitz 
Cellar CEO Carlton McCoy, Jr. 
have acquired Howell Mountain’s 
Burgess Cellars, according to a 
press release from the company.

Lawrence Family head Gay-
lon Lawrence, Jr. was as of a 
few years ago a name unknown 
by Napa Valley’s wine industry. 
That’s changed as over the last 
few years Lawrence has pur-
chased a number of luxury Napa 
properties, including the storied 
Heitz Cellar in April of 2018 and 
the historic Haynes Vineyard in 
Coombsville in October of 2019. 
Burgess Cellars is now the latest 
addition to the billionaire’s Napa 
Valley portfolio.

The property – today a 27-acre 
vineyard and a winery – was pur-
chased in 1943 by a San Francisco 
sales executive, who began work 
there under the name Chateau 
Souverain. It was there legendary 
winemaker Mike Grgich had his 
first job in Napa Valley. Grgich’s 
Chardonnay would go on to win 
first prize at the 1976 Judgement 
of Paris, a moment considered by 
some to have introduced Califor-
nia wine to the world. Souverain 
began planting Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon vines – the ones Napa Val-
ley would eventually be known 
for – in the early 1970s.

Shortly afterward, the property 
was purchased by Tom Burgess, 
who founded his eponymous 
winery as one of the earliest in 
the modern iteration of Napa Val-
ley in 1972. The winery has been 
continually owned and operated 
by the Burgess Family since that 
time, according to the press re-
lease, and remains known for its 
Cabernet Sauvignon. Burgess 
Cellars also produces Cabernet 
Franc, Syrah and Chardonnay, 
the release states.

“As members of a pioneering 
Napa Valley family, my brother 
Jim and I are pleased to now pass 
on this extraordinary estate that 
our parents developed to the 
Lawrence Family and Carlton 
McCoy, Jr. We look forward to 
the continued success of Bur-
gess Cellars,” Steven Burgess, son 
of Tom Burgess, said in the press 
release.

None of the winery’s existing 
staff were retained in the sale, in-
cluding winemaker Kelly Woods, 
who had been at the winery for 

the last seven years. The exist-
ing workforce at Burgess would 
hopefully be moving around to 
different positions in Napa’s wine 
industry, owner Steven Burgess 
said in an interview. 

Burgess, who himself will be 
moving into a career in win-
ery consulting, said he and his 
brother were “very proud as 
Burgesses” to have contributed 
to the luxury reputation of the 
Napa Valley name. His father was 
the first person to sell Napa Valley 
wine to restaurants, retailers and 
even some distributors, he said. 

Newly appointed winemaker 
Meghan Zobeck, who has previ-
ously worked in the vineyards and 
cellar of Screaming Eagle and as 
a partner with Inconnu, will re-
place outgoing Burgess Cellars 
winemaker Kelly Woods.

“I hope to honor this place and 

its history through the lens of my 
different experiences as we work 
to create something new,” Zobeck 
said in the release.

Price of sale for the property 
was not disclosed.

The brothers bought the win-
ery share by share from their fa-
ther until he passed away in 2017, 
Burgess said. (“My father—the 
business version of him—did not 
give anything away,” he said with 
a laugh.)

He and his brother have felt 
fortunate through the process of 
sale. 

“Luck is a combination of 
preparation,” Burgess said. “And 
I am the luckiest vintner in Napa 
Valley.”

You can reach Sarah Klearman 
at (707) 256-2213 or sklearman@
napanews.com.

The Lawrence Family, Heitz Cellar owners, 
acquire Howell Mountain’s Burgess Cellars

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

A bottle of Burgess Cellars Petite Sirah. The winery and corresponding vineyards were sold to Heitz Cellar 
owner and billionaire Gaylon Lawrence, Jr.

CONTRIBUTED PHOTO 

Meghan Zobeck, newly appointed winemaker for Burgess Cellars.

SUBMITTED PHOTO   

Tom Burgess, founder of Burgess Cellars, with his two sons, James 
and Steve. In November 2017, the winery hosted a 45th anniversary 
celebration and tasting.

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 Kara Ueda is stepping down 
as St. Helena’s city attorney af-
ter being appointed as a judge in 
the Sacramento County Superior 
Court.

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced 
Ueda’s appointment on Aug. 28. A 
Davis resident, Ueda was named 
St. Helena city attorney last Oc-
tober, when the City Council 
entered into a legal services con-

tract with her law 
firm, Best Best & 
Krieger LLP.

“I’m incredi-
bly honored and 
humbled to be 
appointed,” Ueda 
told the council 
on Sept. 8, saying 
she has “truly en-

joyed” her time as city attorney.
“We’ve been deeply honored to 

work with Kara over the last num-

ber of months, and we certainly 
wish her great things moving 
forward,” said Mayor Geoff Ells-
worth.

The council will consider a res-
olution on Sept. 22 appointing 
Assistant City Attorney Ethan 
Walsh, Ueda’s colleague at Best 
Best & Krieger, as city attorney.

You can reach Jesse Duarte at 
967-6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.
com.

St. Helena City Attorney Kara Ueda appointed judge

Ueda

REGISTER STAFF 

 Detectives with the Napa 
Special Investigations Bureau 
reported arresting a 24-year-
old Napa man and a St. Helena 
juvenile Tuesday for allegedly 
selling illegal narcotics to an 
undercover officer.

Over the past few months, 
NSIB and Saint Helena Police 
received information that a 
teenager in Saint Helena was 
selling cocaine and Xanax pills. 

Xanax is a controlled substance 
used to treat anxiety.

NSIB communicated with 
the juvenile through a social 
media app and made multiple 
purchases of both cocaine and 
Xanax from the Juvenile, the 
bureau reported Wednesday.

On Tuesday, detectives again 
contacted the juvenile through 
social media. The teen arrived 
at the meet location with Niko 
Estephon Cortez, 24, of Napa, 

NSIB said.
Cortez had cocaine and Xa-

nax packaged for sale, NSIB 
reported. Both were arrested 
for suspected possession for 
sale cocaine, sales of cocaine, 
possession for sales of Xanax, 
selling Xanax, and conspiracy 
to commit a crime — all felo-
nies. Cortez was additionally 
charged with contributing to a 
delinquency of a minor, a mis-
demeanor.

Napa special investigators arrest 
adult and teen in cocaine, Xanax buy



M
1

ST. HELENA STAR THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 17, 2020 | A7

To learn more ways to prepare for a PSPS and any emergency, visit safetyactioncenter.pge.com

Public Safety Power Shutoff (PSPS) is a statewide effort to prevent wildfires by proactively

turningoff power to communitieswhenseverewindsanddryweather conditionsare

forecast.While turningoff thepowerhelpspreventwildfires,wealsoknow itwill disrupt

lives and cause hardship for our customers. That’s why PG&E does not make this

decision lightly andwill only call a PSPS to help keep customers and communities safe.

PREPARING FOR
A PUBLIC SAFETY
POWER SHUTOFF
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HERE ARE 5 WAYS TO PREPARE FOR A PSPS:

1 2 3

Make sure PG&E can
reach you before a

PSPS by updating your
contact information

at pge.com/
mywildfirealerts.

Pack or restock
your family’s
emergency kit

including food, water,
batteries, masks, radio

and a first aid kit.

Make preparations
for anyone in your
family who depends
on electricity for
medical needs.

PSPS Updates

pge.compge.com/mywildfirealerts

4 5

Practice manually
opening your
garage door
(if you have
a garage).

Ensure any
backup power

sources are ready
and safe to
operate.

For translated
support in over
200 languages,
please contact

PG&Eat
866-743-6589.
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from the ground up.
“We’re not a new hotel,” he said. 

“We’re part of an existing food 
and beverage business.”

He said the lodging would rein-
force Long Meadow Ranch’s val-
ues of agriculture, sustainability 
and farm-to-table dining.

“The whole premise is to ex-
pand the campus in a way that will 
deepen our guests’ understanding 
of how food is grown for the ta-
ble,” he said.

Hall also touted “innovative” 
solutions to impacts like water 
and housing.

He said a new stretch of “pur-
ple pipe” along Mills Lane would 
more than offset the hotel’s use 
of city water by creating the first 
link in a network that will deliver 
recycled water from the city’s 
soon-to-be-upgraded wastewa-
ter treatment plant to the schools, 
parks and vineyards along Grayson 
and Crane, which would no longer 
have to rely on potable water for 
irrigation.

“We’re going to create a net wa-
ter-generating project,” Hall said.

To offset the project’s 51 new 
jobs, the developers would pay 
$3.2 million to the city affordable 
housing trust fund, with $1 mil-
lion earmarked for the nonprofit 
Our Town St. Helena to buy the 
Phelps property south of the hotel 
site. The so-called Phelps Village 
project could include at least 30 
workforce housing units.

Mary Stephenson of Our Town 
praised the applicants, city staff 
and Councilmembers David 
Knudsen and Mary Koberstein for 
negotiating an “unprecedented” 
development agreement that re-
quires a hotel developer “to actu-
ally make a genuine contribution 
to housing.”

“This sets a historical precedent 
for housing impact fees for the 
county,” Stephenson said.

The developers will be required 
to build new storm drains and side-
walks, upgrade the crosswalk at 
Highway 29 and Charter Oak Av-
enue, and realign Mills Lane with 
Grayson Avenue, forming a four-
way intersection with Highway 29. 
Fees and capital expenditures by the 
developers would total $9.7 million.

Environmental impact 
Some opponents, including 

environmental groups, say the 
project needs a full environ-
mental impact report (EIR) and 
question the methodology of the 
less extensive mitigated negative 
declaration (MND) prepared by 
consultants.

Water Audit, which has sued St. 
Helena and other Napa County 
jurisdictions over water man-
agement, questioned whether 
the MND underestimates the 
project’s water needs, and also 
questioned whether the city wa-
ter system would be able to de-
liver the necessary water. Grant 
Reynolds, a director of Water 
Audit, called for the city to de-
fer a decision on the hotel until 
it investigates whether the use of 
the Stonebridge wells is reducing 
flows in the nearby Napa River.

Mike Hackett of Angwin raised 
the same concern.

“You’re on the cusp of a very 
dangerous situation in St. Hel-
ena water-wise,” Hackett said. 
“Thinking about any hotel proj-
ects or any development at this 
point in time is foolhardy and 
leaves you open for litigation,” 
he added.

In an Aug. 17 letter, an attorney 
for the Bell Canyon Watershed 
Alliance said the project would 
transform the property into an 
“event center,” and argued that 
the MND doesn’t properly analyze 
the effects on water, groundwater, 
traffic, greenhouse gas emissions, 
air quality and historic resources.

Establishing a baseline 
Attorney Michelle Black of 

the law firm Chatten-Brown, 
Carstens & Minteer said Farm-
stead engages in activities that 
weren’t allowed by its 2009 per-
mit, such as retail sales at the Lo-
gan-Ives House, an outdoor café, 
and various events. She said the 
new impacts should be compared 
with what was originally allowed, 
not what’s currently happening.

“The preparation of an MND 
for a 53,200-square-foot addi-
tion to enable operation of a year-
round events center is laughable,” 
Black wrote.

Commissioner Bobbi Monnette 
raised similar questions about us-
ing existing conditions – rather 
than those that were permitted in 
2009 – as a baseline for the proj-
ect’s impact.

“How can I look at that data 
and feel that it is accurate?” said 
Monnette, adding that she’s com-

plained in the past about loud 
concerts at Farmstead. “It is not 
factoring in all the changes to the 
environment that have happened 
with the current use that went 
beyond the use permit.”

Assistant City Attorney Ethan 
Walsh defended the use of exist-
ing conditions as a benchmark. 
He said it would be difficult to use 
the old information from 2009 
“and do the environmental anal-
ysis for changes that have already 
occurred and been on that site for 
several years now.”

Hall said the applicants “are 
not requesting any expansion of 
use beyond our current activi-
ties.” He said Farmstead obtained 
building permits to convert the 
former Whiting Nursery into an 
auxiliary kitchen and meeting 
space in 2012.

“These changes that we made 
were done with overt city ap-
proval,” Hall said.

He said Farmstead holds “an-
cillary” events that are “com-
pletely consistent with what any 
typical restaurant would under-
take.”

‘Checks all the boxes’ 
St. Helena resident Steve 

Goldfarb, a boardmember of Our 
Town St. Helena, said the project 
“checks all the boxes in terms of 
what kind of development we 
want in this community.”

“This is an opportunity for us 
to get back on track so that this 
city can do the things that this 
city said it was going to do for the 
community for as long as I have 
been here,” he said. “We can’t do 
that now because we don’t have 
any money in this town.”

Jim Sweeney of St. Helena 
praised the Halls and said ap-
proving the hotel is “critical to 
the community.”

Former Mayor Alan Galbraith 
also offered his support, citing 
St. Helena’s declining sales taxes 
from downtown retail.

“The Farmstead project is a vi-
tal … shot in the arm for down-
town retail,” he said.

If approved by the commis-
sion, the hotel will go before the 
City Council, which will have to 
approve the development agree-
ment and various entitlements.

 You can reach Jesse Duarte at 
967-6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.
com.

Farmstead
From A1

but for the taxpayers as well,” he 
said.

The college received two let-
ters voicing some of the same 
criticisms that led to negoti-
ations breaking down in early 
2020, when the city was look-
ing for office space for employ-
ees displaced by a near-fire that 
rendered the old City Hall unin-
habitable.

Thomas Timar, a Napa resi-
dent and professor emeritus of 
education policy and political 
science at UC Davis, noted that 
the campus “was built with pub-
lic funds for a public educational 
purpose.”

“For many students — poor, 
ethnic minority, migrant, first in 
families to attend college — it is 
an entry point to higher educa-
tion that would otherwise not be 

available to them,” Timar wrote. 
“The question we should all be 
asking is if (NVC President) Ron 
Kraft is successful in his plan for 
the campus, who benefits? Who 
will be better off?”

Former NVC President Diane 
Carey Woodruff also emphasized 
the campus’ importance as a 
gateway to higher education for 
the Upvalley’s largely Latino high 
school population. She urged the 
board to table the matter “until 
all educational options have been 
thoroughly explored.”

“Making a long-term decision 
regarding the future of higher 
education in our county in the 
middle of a statewide wild fire 
and raging pandemic deserves 
careful consideration and should 
not be rushed; in fact, it would be 
irresponsible to do so,” she wrote.

You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.
com.

Lease
From A1

everything — redoing our water 
rates, SHAPE (Committee), City 
Hall options, the library, downtown 
business, housing and the streets-
cape,” Koberstein added.

White touted his background in 
resort management at Lake Ber-
ryessa, his eight years on the coun-
cil, and his experience representing 
St. Helena on government agencies 
like the Napa Valley Transportation 
Authority and the Watershed Infor-
mation & Conservation Council.

He said he helped secure an 
$800,000 grant to help remove 
the York Creek Dam, a $6.5 mil-
lion grant to build the Napa Valley 
Vine Trail between St. Helena and 
Calistoga, and a $1.2 million grant 
to repair St. Helena’s downtown 
sidewalks.

“We need to revitalize our down-
town and support new projects that 
create new revenue streams to sup-
port and maintain our public ser-
vices,” White said.

He said the city needs to align its 
zoning ordinances with the new 
General Plan and give applicants 
more certainty about what is and 
isn’t allowed.

“Our Planning Commission and 
our City Council can’t just make ar-
bitrary decisions that are outside of 

the zoning code,” White said. “I’ve 
seen it over and over again. You 
think you’ve checked every box 
as an applicant, and you still get 
turned down.”

Economy 
Ellsworth stressed the need for 

a balanced, diversified economy 
that’s not overly reliant on tourism.

“When we talk about a visita-
tion project, say for Adams Street, 
what’s the balancing revenue gen-
erator?” Ellsworth asked. “There 
are also ways to look at housing that 
could be on Adams Street that could 
also bring us revenue.”

When pressed on whether he 
would support a hotel on the Adams 
Street property, Ellsworth said it 
would depend on the specific proj-
ect and whether it would result in 
an “overbalance” of tourist-ori-
ented businesses.

“It’s based on cost versus bene-
fit,” he said. “What does it cost the 
city? What’s the benefit? What are 
the impacts? What are the climate 
impacts? We have to weigh all these 
factors.”

In order to revitalize the down-
town, Koberstein said the city needs 
to update its zoning ordinance, 
allow more creative experiences 
that modern shoppers are look-
ing for, make capital investments 
downtown, liven up Lyman Park, 
and consider a hotel on the Adams 

Street property that would bring 
more visitors downtown.

“It is potentially the biggest reve-
nue shot in the arm that St. Helena 
can get, of all of the proposals,” she 
said. “Not to say that we’re neces-
sarily going to approve it, but we 
need to look at it and invite pro-
posals.”

She added that hotels “fill all 
three of our revenue buckets”: hotel 
(Transient Occupancy) tax, prop-
erty tax and sales tax.

White agreed that hotels “offer 
the highest return and public ben-
efit for long-term vitality for our 
city.”

During the two years that the 
candidates were on the council to-
gether, White said he voted against 
Ellsworth and Koberstein on issues 
like the Culinary Institute of Amer-
ica dorms (he voted yes), the Ladera 
tasting room on Adams Street (he 
voted yes), rent stabilization at 
Vineyard Valley Mobile Home Park 
(he voted no), and Joe McGrath’s 
apartments on McCorkle Avenue 
(he voted yes).

“I’ve been able to support our 
businesses and actually make de-
cisions and not worry about the dif-
ferent factions that wanted to stop 
things,” White said.

 You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.com.

Mayors
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was built in Fort Worth, Texas 
and was designed to carry the 
10,000-pound hydrogen bomb 
from bases in the eastern United 
States to Moscow and back with-
out refueling. The U.S. Army Air 
Corps used it to maintain the 
peace during the Cold War in 
the 1950s. The plane was pow-
ered by six of these piston-driven 
engines – three on each wing – 
with an additional four jet en-
gines, two on each wing. It was in 
service from 1949 to 1959. More 
than 400 aircraft were built, but 
nearly all were scrapped and only 
four remain in aircraft museums. 
None are airworthy.

Nieman found his R-4360 on 
eBay. It was located in a little 
museum in Sisters, Oregon. “A 
friend of mine, John Montelli, 
and I drove all the way up there 
and we picked up this beauti-
ful engine from a collector who 
couldn’t keep it anymore. He 
broke his back in an airplane ac-
cident,” Nieman said.

In 1959, the engine was going 
to be rebuilt by a shop in Los 
Angeles; instead they sold it to 
the collector, who was retired 
from the U.S. Air Force. “He was 
an engine collector and this is a 
prize jewel for any aircraft engine 
collector,” Nieman said. Eventu-
ally, it ended up in Oregon, where 
it joined a second R-4360, but 
that one was in pieces.

The aircraft engine cost 
$10,000. That was nearly a de-
cade ago and it took Nieman 
two years to locate the parts and 
get the engine running again. 
“I needed to find a propeller for 
it. Finally, I got one from a war 
museum in Tampa Bay, Florida, 
which cost me $3,500.”

Starting the engine 
Nieman has spent his adult 

life working on cars, engines and 
motorcycles, but aircraft engines 
were a bit different. He went on 
the internet to find information 
about the engines, sought out re-
pair manuals and even found “an 
older gentleman who worked at 
Travis Air Force Base, who actu-
ally came here to help me learn 
how to start it,” Nieman said. It’s 
not like starting a regular engine, 
since there’s a two-stage super-
charger on it. “If you give it too 
much gas, you’re going to foul the 
spark plugs,” Nieman said.

“The flight engineers on the 
airplane would never let the 
pilots start it because if they 
fouled the 56 spark plugs – two 
per cylinder – it would take a 
day and a half of maintenance 
to get it all back, ready to go 
again,” Nieman said. And, if 
the spark plugs are fouled, you 
can overprime it and blow a pis-
ton through the block when the 
air chamber is filled with fuel. 
“Starting them is real tricky,” 
Nieman said in an understate-
ment. He posted a video of 
starting the engine on YouTube 
some seven years ago.

Nieman’s R4360 is not the 
only one running. “A friend of 
mine has one running in a down-

town in New Jersey at a gas sta-
tion,” and another friend, Steve 
Phillips, has one in Petaluma that 
he starts once a year, during an 
event where he shows off his farm 
implements.

With Phillips, the two traded 
information and help. “When I 
was putting it together, I could 
call Steve and ask him questions 
about ignition vibrators and stuff 
that I had no clue about. That 
was the fun part of it, I’ve worked 
on cars all of my life, being able 
to work on airplane engines has 
really helped me mentally keep 
going with the mechanics,” he 
said.

Long checklist 
Nieman estimates he has 

started the R-4360 about 20 
times – he charges $200 each 
time he starts it – he has a long 
checklist to go through and the 
customers read the checklist 
while he does the work. “They 
flip a coin to see who can start it. 
I actually let them take the con-
trols, so they can set the throttle 
and feel the power when they 
start it up.”

To get one of the aircraft en-
gines started is exciting, and once 
it’s going, it’s loud and people are 
thrilled.

“Not one person has wanted 
their money back,” he said. 
“Everyone in town has seen it 
run, one time or another,” al-
though he won’t start either of 
his aircraft engines again until 
the COVID-19 coronavirus has 
ended, when it is safe for people 
to gather together.

He admits he’s just a caretaker 
for the engine. “We have to keep 
the history of this engine going, 
so young people can come and 
see this staff, see it run. It’s a 
great attraction for St. Helena, 
I hope everyone enjoys it.” And, 
when he’s done with the aircraft 
engine … “Won’t everyone be 
surprised to see the faces of those 
in the St. Helena Historical So-
ciety when I donate it?” Are you 
going to do that? Nieman’s re-
sponse: “We’ll see.”

Aircraft
From A1

TURNBULL GRIFFIN HAESLOOP ARCHITECTS 

The Hall family is seeking to add 65 hotel rooms next to Farmstead at Long Meadow Ranch.

DAVID STONEBERG PHOTOS, STAR 

A few of the 56 sparkplugs can clearly be seen in this 1942-era Pratt 
& Whitney R-4360 radial “Wasp Major” aircraft engine. It is owned by 
Mike Nieman and is parked at his shop, 1132 Main St. in St. Helena.

A decal on the propeller of the 
Pratt & Whitney R-4360 “Wasp 
Major” radial aircraft engine.

If you go 
Mieman’s Motorcycle Rentals

1132 Main St., St. Helena 

Pratt & Whitney “Wasp Major” 
radial aircraft engine

R-4366, 4,300 horsepower

4362.5 cubic inches, or 71.5 
Liter engine

4,560 pounds, wet

28 pistons, 56 sparkplugs

water injection 

supercharger
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I followed Harry Higgs all Sun-
day not just because he was in 
the hunt for the Safeway Open 

title, two shots back at day’s 
start, but because I wanted to see 
what the buzz was all about. 

Having just completed his first 
season on the PGA Tour, Higgs, 
28, is still a relative newcomer 

looking to make a 
name for himself. 
In his short time 
on the Tour he’s 
posted some im-
pressive results: 
seven top-25 fin-
ishes, two in the 
top-10, including a 
second-place fin-
ish at the Bermuda 

Championship last year.
Now he can add Safeway Open 

runner-up to his Tour resume. 
Higgs shot a 4-under 68 on 

Sunday to keep pace with even-
tual champion Stewart Cink, who 
was playing one group ahead. 
Higgs got within one stroke af-
ter he eagled No. 16 and Cink 
bogeyed No. 17, but he followed 
that up with missed a birdie putt 
on No. 17 that would have tied 
things, leaving the door open for 
Cink, who went on to birdie No. 
18 to put the finishing touches on 
his first Tour win since 2009. 

“I had the chance on 17 and 18, 
yes, but it’s hard to be displeased 
with a second-place finish,” 
Higgs said. “I certainly felt like 
this was a really good chance for 
me to win this week obviously. 
Just came up a couple shots 
short; what are you going to do? 
Hopefully a couple of those putts 
go in the hole and it’s me over 
there and not here.” 

Higgs has plenty to be happy 
about from his weekend on Sil-
verado Resort and Spa’s North 
Course. He posted one of the 
weekend’s best rounds on Friday 
with a 10-under 62, highlighted 
by an albatross on No. 9 to end 
his day two strokes back of leader 
Sam Burns. Higgs and Burns 
played the final two rounds to-
gether and were cracking jokes 
and one-liners at times during 
Sunday’s final round. 

“Playing two days with Sam, 
it’s nice, it’s easy. I’ve played with 
him a few times before,” Higgs 
said. “It’s an easy pairing, like 
most are. But, you know, bicker 
back and forth, yell at each other, 
be us here and there, and then 
you’ve got to try to zone in and 
hit the golf shot.” 

During one instance, as they 
waited to tee off on No. 13, the 
pair joked about how Higgs, who 
stands 6-2, 235, would fare play-
ing football. Higgs even showed 
off his three-step drop on the tee. 

“I mean that’s just kind of who 
I am as a person,” Higgs said with 
a smile after his round, conceding 
that there may be more going on 
behind his smile and sunglasses. 
“No one’s loose and relaxed when 
they have a chance to win. It’s 
just the façade that we put on.” 

Could’ve fooled me. 
But this was the side of Higgs 

that I had hoped to see after read-
ing up about the rising Tour star. 
While not yet a household name, 
Higgs is a growing fan favorite 
among avid golf fans for reasons 
other than his strong play. 

The  tobacco-chewing, 
vodka-and-water-drinking, 
self-deprecating Camden, New 
Jersey native, who brings to mind 
your favorite frat brother, has 
been described by Golfdiget as “a 
regular-looking dude who seems 
to enjoy regular-dude things.” 

In another article,  Golfdigest 
said that Higgs “looks and swings 
like a regular dude you’d hack it 
around with on the weekend.” 

Additionally, during his Korn 
Ferry days, Higgs and other  golf-
ers recreated the famous “Marine 
biologist” scene from Seinfeld. 
In the clip, which has over 100 
retweets and 450 likes, Higgs 
played the role of George Cos-
tanza. 

Naturally, you can see my in-
trigue. 

I don’t think I saw Higgs at his 
loosest or most relaxed on Sun-
day. He seemed more reserved 
and focused, which is under-
standable seeing that he had a 
real shot at his first Tour win. 

But he did let his personality 
show at times over the weekend. 
After his albatross on Friday, 
Higgs  lifted his outstretched arms 
up and down as he walked down 
the fairway, encouraging the 

SAFEWAY OPEN

Harry Higgs 
is your next 
favorite golfer

GUS 
MORRIS

Alexander Titus… braved 
the High Sierra’s remote 
Emigrant Wilderness to 

catch wild trout at Huckleberry 
Lake. Here is St Helena angler 
Alexander Titus with a nice 
fly-caught rainbow. He grew 
up here and graduated from St. 
Helena High in 2015.

As I read about this region, 
it was easy to see that fishing 

is just a part of 
a High Sierra 
adventure that 
attracted Al-
exander. Add 
climbing, trek-
king tracking, 
mountaineering 
and wilderness 
camping at the 
lake’s 7,700-foot 

elevation for a full understand-
ing. I read Lee Haskin’s blog: 
(leehaskin.blogspot.com). I 
think you will like it, too.

St. Helena High School 
Fishing Club… members 

have been fishing on their own 
this past summer. Faculty 
Advisor Evan Blasingame told 
me that Club President Liesl 
Wolf Heinemann scored some 
chunky salmon and club mem-
ber Garr Hanson led the way 
to target farm pond black bass. 
I’m sure they join me to say that 
we must always get permis-
sion to fish in farm ponds—and 
leave them as clean as we found 
them.

Local Action Sparse… 
With Berryessa closed and most 
other nearby waters like Clear 
Lake smothered in smoke and 
ashes, it’s lean pickings right 
now. In the salt, the rockfish 
bite is wide open up and down 
the coast. Book a combo trip 
that also targets ling cod and 
king salmon to max your take. 
Look at the recent catch num-
bers posted on the Hot Sheet 
by Captain Rick Powers out of 

FISHING IS MY DAY JOB

Emigrant Wilderness is an outdoors haven 

SUBMITTED PHOTO, BILL RYAN 

St Helena angler Alexander Titus with a Huckleberry Lake rainbow.

BILL  
RYAN

MARTY JAMES
napasports@napanews.com 

 Call it the Shootout at Silver-
ado.

That’s exactly what it was 
during Sunday’s final round 
of the Safeway Open in Napa, 
with players hitting super shots 
and going low and moving up a 
bunched leaderboard on a day 
that offered so much excitement 
and thrilling golf from start to 
finish.

With so many players in red 
numbers and in contention to 
start the day, it was Stewart 
Cink, a veteran player who joined 
the PGA Tour in 1997, who took 
charge, taking care of business 
on the North Course at Silverado 
Resort and Spa. The 47-year-old 
Cink closed with a 7-under-par 
65 and came from behind to 
win the Safeway Open title, the 
kickoff event to the PGA Tour’s 
2020-21 schedule that was car-
ried by Golf Channel.

Cink, who was tied for sev-
enth place at 14-under and two 
shots off the lead after the third 
round on Saturday, had the right 
touch on the par-72, 7,116-yard 
course, as he broke the tourna-
ment scoring record, completing 
the four-day, 72-hole event with 
a 21-under 267 total. The previ-
ous record was set by Brendan 
Steele, who shot 18-under 270 
in winning the 2016 title.

He called it an emotional win 
– his first victory in 11 years, and 
he had his son, Reagan, 23, cad-
dying for him.

Cink becomes the oldest win-
ner on Tour since Phil Mickel-
son at the AT&T Pebble Beach 
Pro-Am in 2019.

“It’s been an awesome time,” 
he said. “This is a really special 
place. I love being in Napa and 
I just had a really phenome-
nal time this week. And on top 
of that, my golf ball was pretty 
agreeable most of the way, so it 
was a really great experience top 
to bottom all week.”

Cink joins a coveted Safeway 
Open winner’s circle that in-
cludes Kevin Tway and Cam-
eron Champ of Sacramento, 
and Steele, a two-time cham-
pion. This was the fifth year of 
the tournament, a $6.6 million 
event and the seventh straight 
year of the PGA Tour at Silver-
ado, which has a long and rich 
history in professional golf.

Silverado’s list of past cham-
pions is a glorious one, led by 
Johnny Miller, and also includes 
Jack Nicklaus, Tom Watson, Ben 
Crenshaw, Lee Trevino, Tom 
Kite, Dave Stockton and Billy 
Casper, just to name a few.

It’s Cink’s first win since he 
captured The Open Champion-
ship in 2009. He receives a win-

ner’s check for $1.18 million and 
500 FedExCup points.

“I’ve played some good golf 
over the years,” said Cink. “It’s 
been a while since I really played 
well for four rounds, and even 
here in the second round I was 
not exactly outstanding, but 
I really played great over the 
weekend.

“I was clear-headed and calm 
and that’s an area where I kind 
of have struggled over the years. 
I had a lot of good sort of vibes. 
It just felt like the right place for 
me to be up near the top of the 
leaderboard. Then when it came 
time for me to kind of wrestle 
the bull to the ground, we were 
able to keep our composure, me 
and Reagan both, and get the job 
done.”

Cink took part in a trophy pre-
sentation, as he was joined by 
Johnny Miller and John Evans 
from Silverado, Cliff Riggsbee 

from Safeway, Don Walker from 
Chevron, and Jeff Sanders and 
Matt McEvoy of SportFive. 
Miller is a World Golf Hall of 
Fame member and one of Silver-
ado’s owners. Evans is Silvera-
do’s Managing Director/General 
Manager.

“I definitely had a lot of emo-
tions out there today,” said Cink. 
“I just was overcome at a few 
times with a feeling of gratitude 
and just feeling like how fortu-
nate I am to be in the position 
that I’m in. We call it the bullets 
are flying out there. You know, 
the last four or five holes of a 
PGA Tour event your name’s on 
top of the leaderboard. But think 
about it, I’ve got my son caddy-
ing for me.

“I always try really hard to 
keep my heart in the right place 
when I’m competing. That’s just 
one of my main goals.”

It’s also his 100th career top-

10 finish on Tour.
Cink finished two shots in 

front of Harry Higgs, who was 
second after shooting a 68, going 
19-under for the week.

Tying for third were four 
players: Doc Redman (62), Chez 
Reavie (66), Kevin Streelman 
(67) and Brian Stuard (70), who 
were each at 18-under.

Sam Burns (70) and Kristoffer 
Ventura (70) tied for seventh, 
both at 17-under.

Rounding out the Top-10 fin-
ishers were J.J. Spaun (68), Pat 
Perez (69), Akshay Bhatia (68), 
Russell Knox (70) and James 
Hahn (72). They were at 16-un-
der.

It was a fall season event that 
produced some of the lowest 
scoring in tournament history.

The weather was ideal – tem-
peratures in the high 70s with a 

PGA TOUR

Cink rises above pack 
to win Safeway Open
With son caddying, 

Cink gets first Tour 

victory since 2009

RICK MANAHAN PHOTOGRAPHY 

Stewart Cink raises the Safeway Open trophy after his victory on Sunday at Silverado Resort and Spa. 

Please see RYAN, Page B2 Please see HIGGS, Page B2

Please see SAFEWAY, Page B2
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Bodega Bay Sport Fishing: A two-
day recap of his combo trips scored 
461 fish (rockfish, ling cod and king 
salmon). That is surely a back yard 
BBQ in the making.

Wither Salmon Roam?… right 
now, king salmon are everywhere—
and nowhere. It’s that time of year 
when they start the long journey 
back home to their own birth place to 
spawn—and die. In the salt, at best 
you might intercept a pod of salmon 
while fishing for other species—but no 
one is out searching for them.

They are starting to show up the 
Delta in small numbers but the hot 
water temperatures have them mov-
ing through at high speeds—smelling 
for colder river water. I’m told we 
may be a couple of weeks away from 
bigger numbers in the Delta—when 
the water temperature is cooler—and 
the salmon are willing to slow down 
spending an overnight in some of the 
deep holes.

From that point on, fish the Sac and 
Feather for big king salmon—with-
out getting seasick. I’d call pro river 
guide, Kevin Brock at 800 995-5543 to 
book some time on the rivers. He has 
guided the Ryans to successful river 
salmon scores for the past 25 straight 
years—three generations of us.

And All The Way Over… to 
Rhode Island. Tyler Brown, back in 
Wakefield, is my first cousin, twice 
removed. He sent me a photo of the 
600-pound swordfish he caught off 

of Block Island (just a few miles off of 
the southern Rhode Island coastline). 
That’s the new family “big fish” re-
cord. It swamps my 225-pound stur-
geon catch in Oregon a few years ago. 
Just to round out the day, Tyler boated 
a couple of Atlantic tuna, too.

I’m fond of Tyler, a recent high 
school graduate—and just begin-
ning his first classes at Electrician’s 
School. He’s got a standing invitation 
to visit me—so we can hunt some big 
clear Lake bass together. By the way, 
Block Island sword fish are famous for 
their size and flavor all over the East. 
Top restaurants there specify “Block 
Island” on their menus. I can remem-
ber as a kid going to see the sword fish 
tournament weigh-ins. Each one big-
ger than the previous one. Every once 
in a while we would see a “grand-
er”—a thousand-pound monster hung 
up at the dock.

As a kid, I was hired to open scallops 
down on the docks—it was cold and 
foggy most of the time—and my hands 
got colder every time I reached into 
the tub for another scallop. The key 
to a proper opening is not to slice the 
scallop in the middle. The scallop is 
the muscle that opens and closes the 
shell.

So, the correct action is to slice the 
scallop off of each shell leaving the 
whole scallop intact. Interestingly, 
those old fisherman’s wives who had 
been doing this forever knew instantly 
when I had made a bad cut. You 
should have seen them at work, four 
around the shell barrel opening scal-
lops without looking and gossiping 
every minute.

Ryan
From B1

non-existent crowd, kept away by 
COVID-19, to cheer louder.

“If that was on 18, that would have 
been obviously sick and then Lord 
knows what the reactions like when 
there’s people around,” he said after his 
round Friday. “I tend to do some crazy 
stuff if people start chanting my name.” 

I mean, how can you not like this 
guy? 

On No. 14 on Sunday, Higgs was able 
to get a brief taste of that attention. 
After sinking a birdie putt from almost 
33 feet away, a group of fans watching 
from the backyard of a house on the 
course let out a loud cheer. 

“Let’s go, Harry! Go get ‘em, Higgs!” 
They shouted as he walked off the 
green. 

Whether it remains to be seen if it’s 

an “if” or a “when” Higgs goes main-
stream, his 2021 PGA Tour season is off 
to a great start and I definitely won’t 
forget following him around for an en-
tire afternoon anytime soon. 

And while maybe not as widely 
known as other up and comers on the 
Tour, he was soaking in the fanfare on 
Sunday. 

As he walked off the putting green 
after post-match interviews, event 
staff and fans offered congratulations 
on a great weekend. 

Still basking in his finish, Higgs re-
sponded to everyone with a smile, a 
wave and a “thank you.”  

Contact Gus Morris via phone at 
707-304-9372 or email at  gmorris@
napanews.com. Follow him on Twitter 
@JustGusMorris.

Contact Gus Morris via phone at 707-304-
9372 or email at gmorris@napanews.com. 
Follow him on Twitter @JustGusMorris.

Higgs
From B1

light breeze. Conditions were dry, firm and 
fast.

With the win, Cink secures a spot in next 
year’s Sentry Tournament of Champions at 
Kapalua on Maui, the Masters Tournament, 
PGA Championship, and Players Champion-
ship, along with numerous invitational events.

Cink had eight birdies during his round, 
including the one on the par-5 18th hole as 
he gave himself some breathing room after a 
bogey on No. 17.

“For crying out loud, I left a five-foot putt 
short on the 17th hole that I needed to make,” 
he said. “That’s not like what a champion does. 
But a champion does get back up off the mat 
when he gets knocked down and I got knocked 
down a little bit there and I went and played 
the 18th hole the best I’ve played it in my whole 
life.”

He hit 11 of 14 fairways, 13 of 18 greens and 
was 5 of 5 scrambling, with 26 putts.

This marks his seventh win on Tour. 
His other wins came at the Canon Greater 
Hartford Open (1997), MCI Classic (2000), 
MCI Heritage and World Golf Champion-
ships-NEC Invitational (2004), and Travelers 
Championship (2008).

He has played on four Ryder Cup teams 
(2002, 2004, 2006, 2008, 2010) and four Pres-
idents Cup teams (2000, 2005, 2007, 2009 ).

This past year, he recorded one Top-10 fin-
ish, tying for ninth at the Houston Open, and 
finished the season No. 144 in the FedExCup 
standings. He made 11 cuts in 14 starts.

Redman, from Jacksonville, Florida, was the 
clubhouse leader at one point during the day, 
as he went out in 32 and shot 30 on back nine, 
with birdies on his last six holes. He finished 
his round early, as there was still three hours of 
golf to go. He birdied his last six holes during 
a bogey-free round.

“I hit it well. I didn’t feel like I hit it very well 
(Saturday) and I made some adjustments on 
the range,” said Redman. “I know if I can get it 
rolling, especially early, with my ball-striking, 
then I get a lot of confidence and there’s no 
telling how close I can hit it. I was playing well. 
I just got hot. It happens, so it was awesome. 
It’s awesome to have a really good round and 
post a good finish.”

He had birdies on Nos. 1, 5, 6, 9, 13, 14, 15, 
16, 17 and 18. He hit 9 of 14 fairways, 17 of 18 
greens, and had 25 putts.

Redman turned pro in 2018 and joined the 
PGA Tour in 2020.

This past year, he had made 17 cuts in 24 
starts. He advanced to the FedExCup Playoffs 
in his first season as a full-time Tour mem-
ber, ending the season No. 71 in the FedExCup 
standings.

Streelman enjoyed his week in the Napa 
Valley.

“It’s one of my favorite places on Earth, I 
just love Napa,” he said. “It’s one of my favorite 
stops. It’s always a relaxing stop for us and to 

start the year off on a Top-5 finish is nice.”
Fifth year of Safeway Open
This is the fifth year of the PGA Tour event 

at Silverado with Safeway as the title sponsor. 
The five-year agreement with Safeway runs 
through 2020.

Jeff Sanders, the tournament’s executive di-
rector, said there has been no announcement 
as to the future of the event.

“The discussions are going on starting the 
next couple of weeks between the PGA Tour 
and Safeway. Everyone is hopeful that it will 
all work out, but again those discussions are 
between the PGA Tour and Safeway and we’ll 
just have to wait and see how it goes,” Sanders 
said Sunday. “If we get the call and the oppor-
tunity, we’ll be ready to go.”

Sanders, the President of Sportfive Golf 
Events, the company producing the Safeway 
Open, has been involved in the tournament all 
five years.

The event did not have spectators due to 
the COVID-19 pandemic. Other than players, 
caddies, volunteers, tournament staff and me-
dia, there were very few people on the course. 
In previous years, the tournament has featured 
concerts, a food and wine pavilion, and other 
on-site areas for food and beverages.

“When we came into this week, the PGA 
Tour, Safeway, Silverado and Sportfive (Golf 
Events), my team, we all had the same goal 
in mind, and that was to put on a first-class 
event under very challenging conditions and 
keep everybody safe. And that’s what’s hap-
pened, so I’m just thrilled with that result,” 
said Sanders.

“We miss our fans greatly. We miss all of 
our sponsors. Those people are the founda-
tion of this golf tournament and they weren’t 
able to be here this year. It’s been a sad week 
from that perspective. But at the end of the 
day, we made the best of it, all of us together 
again. Safeway, the PGA Tour, Silverado and 
Sportfive, we made the best of the situation 
and for that I’m very pleased.”

Mickelson wraps up week
Phil Mickelson, a World Golf Hall of Fame 

member, wrapped up his week at the Safe-
way Open, finishing at 10-under after a fi-
nal-round 70.

“I enjoyed the week. I always enjoy it here,” 
said Mickelson, who has won five major titles 
and is a 44-time winner on the PGA Tour. “I 
enjoy the golf course and I thought it was a re-
ally nice setup because the greens are similar 
to what we’re going to have for the U.S. Open. 
I played better on the back and hit some better 
shots. I thought it was really a fun week and a 
good chance to kind of work on my game and 
prepare a little bit.”

Mickelson is in the field for the U.S. Open, 
Sept. 17-20 at Winged Foot Golf Club in Ma-
maroneck, New York.

“I’ll head over to Winged Foot and see if I 
can put it together,” he said. “I’m not strik-
ing it the way I’ve been striking it the last few 
months. It’s not far off, but it’s got to click in 
the next few days. I’ve got a little bit of work to 
do, but again, it doesn’t feel far off.”

Safeway
From B1

Made for more trailblazing

You were made for more. More discoveries. More fresh air. More
of the great outdoors. And that’s why we’ve assembled a team of
expert leaders in advanced heart-valve procedures. The Adventist
Heart & Vascular Institute's experienced, multidisciplinary valve
team offers an array of proven, cutting-edge treatments utilizing
minimally invasive options like transcatheter aortic valve replacement
(TAVR) and transcatheter mitral valve repair. Both allow a doctor
to repair heart valveswithbetter outcomesanda shorter recovery than
a traditional open-heart surgery. And that's wonderful. Because
when your heart valve works its best, you're ready for more.

Learnmore about your heart care options in Napa County
at AdventistHeart.org or call 888-529-9018.

Open, Safe and Ready for you.
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SPOTLIGHT

ANN COSTELLOE
St. Helena Farmers’ Market 

 By the time of this publication, 
the worst of the heatwave should 
be over! But the weeks to come 
will still be warm and the air poor. 
The thought of cooking and even 
barbecuing at the moment seems 
unbearable. So, following on my 
esteemed fellow board member 
Stacey Bressler’s article “Cool 
Soups for Hot Days,” it seems 
fitting to offer a refreshing part 
deux: Gazpacho!

Right now I can’t imagine eat-
ing anything else. The coolness of 
the vegetables, the texture of crisp 
toppings makes for a refreshing 
and satisfying meal. Most of us 
know gazpacho as an Andalusian 
tomato-based mixture of fresh 
raw vegetables (cucumbers, on-
ions and peppers), bread, olive oil, 
garlic vinegar and spices. Puree all 
together, or do a half puree and 
half chopped vegetables to your 
taste. Topped with croutons, more 
chopped vegetables and a drizzle 
of good olive oil, you’re ready to 
eat.

Gazpacho is a Roman creation, 
invented when the Roman legion 
carried bread, garlic, salt, olive 
oil and vinegar along the roads of 
the Empire. They made it to their 
taste while adding whatever veg-
etables they could find. Tomatoes, 
of course, were not in the original 
version as they hadn’t made their 
way to Europe yet. My husband 
learned to make a tomato-less 
version while traveling in Spain. 
Yellow and orange peppers are the 
main ingredients, with a healthy 
dose of cumin.

Other types of gazpacho in-
clude Malaga’s ajo blanco made 
with white garlic, bread, almonds, 
vinegar, olive oil, and grapes. A 
green version with fresh herbs like 
basil, coriander, mint and parsley 
combined with green vegetables 
like endive, lettuce and green pep-
pers is a super-refreshing starter. 
Salmorejo is a version topped 
with Iberico ham and chopped 
hard-boiled eggs. In Portugal, it’s 
topped with grilled sardines. Both 
are great ways to add a protein el-
ement for a perfect meal.

All of these ingredients can 
make their way into your market 
basket at the St. Helena Farmers’ 
Market. But if you want to just 
“grab and go,” try Chef Andrea’s 
delicious Italian gazpacho. It has a 
perfect spicy bite to help weather 
these hot days.

Please join us at our temporary 
location at Napa Valley College’s 
Upper Valley Campus next Fri-
day from 7:30 until noon. For the 
most up-to-date information, 
please visit us at sthelenafarm-
ersmkt.org, sign up for the Mar-
ket’s weekly online Newsletter or 
follow us on Facebook, Instagram 
or Nextdoor.

Ann Costelloe is a member of the 
St. Helena Farmers’ Market Board 
of Directors, an enthusiastic lover 
of all things St. Helena and sends 
a huge note of appreciation and 
thanks to our devoted firefighters, 
who tirelessly work to protect our 
lives, homes and land.

Don’t make 
me cook 
please … 
Freshness 
in a bowl!

SUBMITTED PHOTO 

Chef Andrea Cavaleri is one of 
the vendors at the St. Helena 
Farmers’ Market, which is held 
from 7:30 a.m. to noon Fridays at 
the Upper Valley Campus of Napa 
Valley College.

DON FRANCES

 With smoke filling the skies 
around California, and wildfires 
burning in Sonoma and Napa 
counties, Jason Mills is more 
convinced than ever that the 
restoration department he leads 
is on the right path.

“What we’re doing is es-
sential,” said Mills, restoration 
program manager for Sonoma 
Ecology Center (SEC). “With 
so much built-up fuel, the only 
way we’ll manage these fires 
safely and effectively going for-
ward is through proper vegeta-
tion management — specifically 
fuel reduction with an ecological 
approach. Someone has to do the 
work.”

As a certified restoration and 
fire ecologist, botanist, arborist 
and licensed tree and landscape 
contractor, Mills oversees SEC’s 
services throughout the North 
Bay, where his team helps to 
manage fuels while protecting 
habitat in wildland-urban in-
terface areas.

“After years of doing fuel-re-
duction work, I’ve seen misman-
aged efforts lead to an increase 
in both flashy and ladder fuels” 
— respectively, fuels that ignite 
readily and burn quickly, and fu-
els that allow a fire to climb from 
forest floor to canopy — “which 
poses a greater threat over the 
long term,” Mills said.

While attending a Cal Fire 
workshop in St. Helena late last 
year, Mills met a like-minded 
ecologist in Peter Lecourt, who 
needed exactly the restoration 
services Sonoma Ecology Cen-
ter provides.

Lecourt manages Pacific 
Union College’s Demonstra-
tion and Experimental Forest, a 
1,100-acre stand of mature oaks 
and conifers located in Angwin, 
a few miles north of St. Helena 
— an area recently evacuated 
and under threat due to the LNU 
Lightning Complex fires.

PUC’s forest, which abuts its 
more than century-old campus, 
went untended for decades. But 
two and half years ago the col-
lege hired Lecourt, a trained for-
est manager who was born and 
raised in Angwin and who ob-
tained his undergraduate degree 
in environmental science from 
his hometown college, PUC.

Lecourt told Mills he had a lot 
of work to be done clearing fu-
els, but it had to be done right, 
through selective cutting and 
thinning of understory. The re-
sulting fuels-reduction project, 
within a rugged and steep 32-
acre strip of Napa County for-
estland, is possibly one of the 
largest continuous breaks in the 
North Bay done entirely with 
hand crews and without the use 
of heavy equipment, which can 
often lead to increased distur-
bance and erosion.

“We are mimicking the natural 
clearing effects of wildfire,” Le-
court said — safely simulating, 
in the same way as prescribed 
burns, what California’s wild-
lands have evolved with over 
millennia: periodic wildfires that 
are smaller, cooler and less de-
structive, clearing out overgrown 
and dense understory to allow for 

the native ground cover and tree 
canopy to remain.

Although Mills’ crew of trained 
specialists works in sun and rain, 
certain conditions can slow them 
down, as when winds are too 
strong in dry weather (increas-
ing fire danger), or the forest’s 
resident mating pair of spotted 
owls is nesting nearby.

And the crew certainly can’t 
work when huge wildfires are 
raging throughout the region. 
Before the current fires began, 
Mills’ team had successfully 
thinned 22 of the 32 designated 
acres. Even so, “The 22 acres 
[tended] by SEC are definitely 
an important part of a shield 
protecting Angwin right now,” 
Lecourt said.

“The work we did should help 
to prevent the fire from carry-
ing at the same speed now that 
we have the ladder fuels down,” 
Mills explained. “The goal is to 
allow for better access to buy 
more time for fire crews to set up 
and potentially back-burn before 
the wildfire reaches the forest.”

Fuels reduction like this is 
tricky, but Mills said it’s the first 
and best way to address Cali-
fornia’s yearly wildfire crisis. 
Whether done by restoration 
crews, or through prescribed 
burning or grazing — all meth-
ods Mills has overseen over the 
past year in preparation for this 
fire season — someone has to do 
the work.

Don Frances writes for Sonoma 
Ecology Center. He can be reached 
at don@sonomaecologycenter.org.

How to stop wildfires before they start

TIM CARL LLC 

The wildfires of 2020 burning in Napa County. 

SONOMA ECOLOGY CENTER 

Sonoma Ecology Center provides services throughout the North Bay, 
helping to manage fuels while protecting habitat in wildland urban 
interface areas.

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 The harvest of red varieties 
is about to begin in earnest, as 
a short harvest races toward an 
early conclusion.

In the Oak Knoll District, 
Trefethen Vineyards & Winery 
is on track for an early finish 
around the first week of Octo-
ber. So is the Inglenook estate in 
Rutherford.

Cabernet, typically one of the 
last crops to come in, has in some 
cases been harvested ahead of 
Merlot and even Zinfandel, said 
Matt Crafton of Chateau Mon-
telena.

“It’s abundantly clear that 
growers and wineries continue 
to walk a fine line between addi-
tional exposure to the elements 
and the hangtime needed for rip-
ening,” Crafton said. “It remains 
to be seen whether quick action 
or patience will be rewarded.”

Here’s this week’s harvest re-
port, organized by American Vi-
ticultural Area (AVA):

Calistoga — Matt Crafton, 
Chateau Montelena — “De-
spite the lingering questions 
surrounding the wildfires and 
smoke, harvest seems to be 
ramping up in Calistoga, albeit 
somewhat differently this year. 
Halfway through September 
and on the heels of a hot start to 
the season, it’s no surprise to see 
bare vines on both the hillsides 
and valley floor. Picking seems 
to be somewhat selective as lat-
er-ripening Cabernet has been 
harvested ahead of Merlot and 
even Zinfandel in some vine-
yards. It’s abundantly clear that 

growers and wineries continue 
to walk a fine line between addi-
tional exposure to the elements 
and the hangtime needed for 
ripening. It remains to be seen 
whether quick action or patience 
will be rewarded.”

Howell Mountain — Laura 
Barrett, Clif Family Winery — 
“After last week’s heat spike, 
harvesting continues on Howell 
Mountain. Danielle Cyrot, wine-
maker at Cade Estate, reports 
that all of her Estate Sauvignon 
Blanc is in. Hazy skies turned 
blue on Monday morning, a 
welcome relief from last week’s 
poor air quality. Brian Brakes-
man, winemaker for Summit 
Lake Vineyards, is waiting for 
sugars and acid to balance, but 
plans for a big day of harvest-
ing later this week. The overall 
mood from vintners is cautious 
optimism that Howell Mountain 

wines are big, structured wines 
that are tough enough to handle 
the challenges of the season.”

Chiles Valley District — Al-
exander Eisele, Eisele Vineyards 
— “Fires, smoke, heat waves to 
almost cool temperatures, it’s 
been a roller coaster. Using the 
last few drops of water from 
reservoirs to keep the vines hy-
drated, canopies look quite good 
and fruit is ripening quickly. 
The first reds, Merlot, look to be 
about a week to 10 days away.”

Spring Mountain District — 
Stuart Smith, Smith-Madrone 
Winery — “Spring Mountain 
District wineries often remind 
me of Thoreau’s ‘If a man does 
not keep pace with his compan-
ions, perhaps it is because he 
hears a different drummer.’ Ron 
Rosenbrand of Spring Mountain 
Vineyard will finish Sauvignon 
Blanc this week and then wait 

for the reds. Nancy Walker at 
School House is picking Gre-
nache, Syrah and a field blend 
mainly of Zinfandel. Sheldon 
Richards of Paloma is finishing 
Merlot and will be moving into 
Cabernet soon. Andy Schwei-
ger just finished Chardonnay 
and may start Merlot later this 
week. Francois Bugue of Cain is 
finishing Merlot and Malbec and 
is now picking a little Cabernet. 
Matt Gardner of Keenan is also 
finishing Merlot, will be going 
to Cabernet next and plans to 
finish harvest sometime next 
week. ‘Let him step to the music 
he hears, however measured or 
far away,’ as Thoreau said.”

St. Helena — Cathy Cori-
son, Corison Winery — “Here 
at Corison Winery we have been 
harvesting Cabernet Sauvignon, 
getting our last grapes in on 
Tuesday this week. Berries and 
clusters were small and yields 
were sharply down from the 
bumper 2018 and 2019 vintages. 
Seeds lignified early this year and 
color is inky with complex and 
juicy flavors. Elsewhere in St. 
Helena, Spottswoode, Crocker & 
Starr and Titus have all finished 
up their Sauvignon Blanc har-
vest and report delicious wines 
in progress. Everyone I talked to 
was relieved to see their vines 
come through the extreme heat 
in good shape and ready to finish 
ripening fruit. All expect to dive 
into reds in earnest this week.”

Rutherford — Kristin Belair, 
Honig Vineyard & Winery — 
“The first month of harvest has 

NAPA VALLEY HARVEST REPORT

Harvest report: Harvest races toward early finish

JESSE DUARTE, STAR 

Tractors stand ready to harvest at the Beckstoffer vineyard near 
Vidovich Avenue.

Please see HARVEST, Page B6
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Date High Low Forecast
Thursday, Sept. 17  82  54  Partly cloudy
Friday, Sept. 18  78  54  Sunny
Saturday, Sept. 19  86  56  Sunny
Sunday, Sept. 20  88  55  Sunny
Monday, Sept. 21  83  53  Sunny
Tuesday, Sept. 22  82  54  Sunny
Wednesday, Sept. 23  86  56  Sunny

Avg. High  86
Avg. Low  52
Mean  69
Record High  113 (1955, 2020)
Record Low  35 (1934)
Avg. Precip.  0.28”Forecasts are from Weather.com. 

 Movies at the Cameo 
Cinema, classes 
at Nimbus Arts – 

symbols of the St. Helena 
of old are returning one 
by one, even as the threat 
of COVID-19 remains. 
I’m still trying to decide 
whether the smoky skies 
are part of this new normal 
everyone is atwitter about.

***
The Cameo reopens 

Friday with daily 5 p.m. 
showings of “The Personal 
History of David Copper-
field.” There’s a maximum 
of 35 people per show, 
with five of those tickets 
reserved for patrons with 
Star, Gold and Silver cards. 
It will be interesting to 
see who is ready to sit in 

a room full of people and 
who is not. To those who 
attend, please obey all the 
protocols. And, of course, 
enjoy the movie, which 
I understand to be good. 
(Don’t ask me why there 
aren’t more Dickens adap-
tations on the big screen. 
Maybe his stories are too 
long? They’re certainly not 
too boring.)

***
Nimbus Arts is offer-

ing onsite Paintworks, 
Master’s Club and Clay 
Academy classes with 
Anne Pentland and An-
drea Cazares, plus a plein 
air series with Vincent 
Serrano Pagniucci. If 
you’re sheltering at home, 
don’t worry – you can still 

take part in a comic book 
illustration and “Palette 
to Palate: Cooking as Art” 
classes via Zoom. Find a 
full schedule at Nimbu-
sArts.org.

***
Central Valley has 

been named one of “The 
Best Places to Work in the 
North Bay” by the North 
Bay Business Journal for 
the second consecutive 
year. The award is based 
on anonymous employee 
surveys concerning mo-
rale, workplace fairness, 
and trust in management. 
“We are proud that Central 
Valley has been recognized 
for its strong and dynamic 
culture – something we 
work hard at to achieve,” 

said Steve Patterson, 
President and CEO. “To-
day, it is less about atten-
tion grabbing perks, and 
more about the day-to-
day best practices and the 
employee experience.”

***
Attention, Francisco 

Ortiz fans! Joe Schoen-
dorf has kindly had Alan’s 
put together an elegant 
matted and framed photo 
of the retired and much-
loved postal worker, and 
everyone is invited to drop 
by Alan’s and sign the mat. 
Once it’s full of signa-
tures, it will be delivered to 
Francisco. Alan’s is in that 
adorable little building on 
Money Way, across from 
the St. Helena Catholic 

Church. It’s open 9:30-
5:30 Monday through 
Friday.

***
Don’t forget about the 

Family Biking Work-
shop from 9 to 11 a.m. 
Saturday, Sept. 19, at 
Crane Park. Nationally 
certified bike safety in-
structors will teach kids 
and parents how to ride 
safely in traffic. RSVP to 
Carlotta Sainato (what 
a spark plug she is!) at 
csainato@napabike.org or 
258-6317.

***
A bill introduced by 

Congressman Mike 
Thompson that would 
allow disaster survivors 
who lose their homes 

to keep their old phone 
numbers while they re-
build has passed a legis-
lative hurdle and is ready 
for a floor vote in the 
House of Representatives. 
HR 1289, the PHONE Act, 
was adopted by the full 
Energy and Commerce 
Committee with full 
bipartisan support – a 
lovely phrase that’s all too 
rarely heard in this polar-
ized era.

***
Remember the wine 

barrel Easter eggs that 
produced splashes of color 
around town? Word has it 
some people are getting to 
work on Halloween bar-
rels. Keep an eye out for 
them come October.

Looking ahead

September StatsDate  High  Low  Rain
9/8  92  65  0”
9/9  86  58  0”
9/10  75  54  0”
9/11  87  48  0”

Date  High  Low  Rain
9/12  94  51  0”
9/13  85  53  0”
9/14  86  53  0”

Last week

Precipitation
(Year runs July 1-June 30. 
Yearly normal is 34.80”)

September total  0”
Year to date  0.53”
Wettest Sept.  3.66” (1959)
Driest Sept.  0” (various)
Bell Canyon Reservoir level as 
of July 27: 52.7 percent of full 
capacity

COMMUNITY

UPVALLEY WEATHER

DAVID STONEBERG, STAR 

Grapes ripen under an apocalyptic orange sky near Calistoga last week.

LIVES OF THE VINES

AUNT HELENA

JESSE DUARTE
jduarte@sthelenastar.com 

 Three Napa Valley authors are out 
with new books on self-help, cor-
porate responsibility, and the end of 
the world.

Dr. John McKinney’s “Is There 
Something You Want? Take It From 
Me” offers tips on pursuing a better 
life and overcoming psychological 
addictions.

Robert Chestnut’s “Intentional 
Integrity: How Smart Companies 
Can Lead an Ethical Revolution” 
talks about businesses that are fo-
cusing on doing good in the world.

And Darlene Longo (writing as 
D.M. Siciliano) is publishing the 
horror novel “Under Another Sun,” 
about a man haunted by visions of 
impending disaster.

John McKinney 
“Is There Something You Want?” 

is inspired by McKinney’s experi-
ence treating people with addictive 
behavior disorders.

Rather than chemical addictions 
like drugs and al-
cohol, McKinney 
is concerned with 
“psychological ad-
dictions” – gam-
bling, shopping, 
work, anger, por-
nography – that 
people cling to be-
cause of unresolved 

issues in their lives.
“I wrote this book to help people 

look at these stumbling blocks and 
the excuses that people use for not 
dealing with them,” said McKinney.

McKinney is a psychologist/be-
havioral scientist who has written 
one previous book, “Reality Check,” 
and served as a college professor, 
radio personality, mental health 
consultant, pastor, motivational 
speaker and lecturer. He lives in St. 
Helena.

Taking cues from Napoleon Hill’s 
Depression-era best-seller “Think 
and Grow Rich,” McKinney’s new 
book offers principles readers can 
use to identify and break bad habits 
and enjoy more fulfilling relation-
ships, careers and personal growth.

The title inspires readers to think 
about what they really want out of 
life – a question that’s sometimes 
difficult and painful to answer hon-
estly because it forces them to con-
front the harmful routines that are 
holding them back.

“I’m trying to help people move 
from surviving mode to thriving 
mode,” McKinney said.

Despite its hardships and incon-
veniences, the COVID-19 pan-
demic gives people time to reex-
amine their values and figure out 
what’s truly important to them, 
McKinney added.

“Is There Something You Want?” 
is available online, through local 
bookstores, or from the publisher, 
Outskirts Press.

Robert Chestnut 
“Intentional Integrity” grew out 

of Robert Chestnut’s experience as 
general counsel and chief ethics ad-
visor for Airbnb.

Recently retired and now living 
in St. Helena, Chestnut, who also 
worked for the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment and served as general coun-
sel for eBay, wanted to write about 
changing attitudes among major 
businesses that are placing a greater 
value on integrity, communication 
and empathy.

In the era of the MeToo move-

ment, when com-
panies are being 
“called out” for 
bad behavior to a 
degree that was 
previously unheard 
of, businesses can 
no longer limit 
themselves to the 
traditional goals 

of maximizing stock prices and 
increasing shareholder value while 
paying lip service to a pro forma 
corporate code of ethics, Chestnut 
said.

“They have to make integrity part 
of their culture,” he said.

In one well-publicized example 
from the early days of Airbnb, be-
fore Chestnut joined the company, a 
host named EJ got her home trashed 
and ransacked by a renter who stole 
numerous valuables.

“The company’s initial reaction 
was ‘Oh that’s a terrible thing,’ but it 
didn’t offer any financial protection 
in situations like that,” Chestnut 
said. “After getting beaten up quite 
a bit in the press and social media 
… (Airbnb founder Brian Chesky) 
went to the board and said ‘I think 
we ought to start offering insur-
ance.’”

Chesky proposed $5,000. The 
board voted to add a 0, resulting in 
the $50,000 Airbnb Guarantee.

Airbnb also had to respond to 
guests who were being discrimi-
nated against by hosts due to the 
color of their skin, resulting in a 
wave of lawsuits and bad public-
ity. Airbnb responded by hiring 
high-profile advisors like former 
Attorney General Eric Holder to 
help develop an anti-discrimina-
tion policy.

Meanwhile, the impact of “party 
houses” on surrounding neighbor-
hoods prompted Airbnb to impose 
stricter limits and remove problem-
atic listings from its platform.

“This is what it’s like to be a 
21st-century company,” Chestnut 
said. “The world is expecting more.”

In light of the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the publisher, St. Martin’s 
Press, delayed the book for two 
months so that Chestnut could add 
a new chapter on leadership during 
a crisis.

“At a time like this when there’s 
a lot of fear and uncertainty, peo-
ple are looking for leaders more 
than ever,” Chestnut said. “Acts 
of kindness end up meaning more. 
They have long-range impact.”

“Intentional Integrity” is avail-
able online, through local book-
stores, or from St. Martin’s Press.

Darlene Longo 
Darlene Longo’s “Under Another 

Sun,” out Oct. 1 under the pen name 
D.M. Siciliano, 
is an apocalyptic 
horror novel by the 
author of “Inside.”

In Longo’s new 
book, one of the 
main charac-
ters, Ray, is being 
haunted by his de-
ceased twin sister, 

Ravynn, who’s trying to warn him 
of an approaching cataclysm. He 
and his wife doubt his sanity, but 
when Ravynn’s young daughter 
starts sharing her own uncanny 
forebodings, they start to suspect 
that the world really is on the verge 
of falling apart.

Like “Inside,” “Under Another 
Sun” is about relationships, said 
Longo, a Napa resident and former 
bartender at St. Helena’s Market 
Restaurant.

“I want all of my stories to be 
character-driven, whether they are 
about ghosts or the end of the world 
or a full-on love story – which I’m 
not writing,” she said. “I want 
someone who doesn’t read horror 

or apocalyptic novels to be able 
to pick up the book and say, ‘This 
resonates because I believe in these 
characters and their struggle.’”

While both are relationship-cen-
tered horror novels, “Under An-
other Sun” is very different from 
“Inside.” It’s set in the present day, 
not the 1980s; it’s centered around 
adults, not children; and there are 
none of the familiar horror tropes 
like haunted houses.

“It’s more about current con-
cerns in our world,” said Longo. “It’s 
more of an adult novel.”

Longo actually started “Under 
Another Sun” in 2014, long before 
she got the idea for “Inside.” She 
revisited the manuscript in Janu-
ary and realized it just needed some 
thorough editing.

Realizing that the traditional 
publishing process might take two 
years and wanting to release the 
novel as soon as possible, Longo 
opted to self-publish through her 
own newly established publishing 
house, Dark Diva Press.

Even as she navigates the un-
known territory of launching a book 
during a pandemic, Longo is already 
working on her next novel. She said 
it’s going to be set in the Napa Val-
ley, featuring a character who goes 
out for a morning walk and “dis-
appears into that beautiful fog that 
likes to roll in over the mountains 
in the wintertime” – only to return 
10 years later, completely unaged.

“Now if only I could focus on that 
book and not the other three proj-
ects I’m working on, that would be 
amazing,” Longo said with a laugh.

“Under Another Sun” ebooks are 
available for pre-order on Amazon, 
and paperbacks will go on sale Oct. 
1. Autographed copies are available 
for pre-order at dmsiciliano.com.

You can reach Jesse Duarte at 967-
6803 or jduarte@sthelenastar.com.

Three authors release books
McKinney, Chestnut, 

Longo write books on 

self-help, business, 

apocalypse

McKinney

Chestnut

Longo

FOR THE STAR

 The Caymus Chapter of 
Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR) will hold 
its first meeting of their 
calendar year with Zoom 
participation at 1 p.m. 
Wednesday, Sept. 30.

Their featured speaker 
will be Beth Lincoln, 
founder of Women Stand 
Up, St. Helena and orga-
nizer of Women’s Summit 
Napa Valley as well as au-

thor of two 
books and 
a national 
speaker who 
a d vo c a te s 
for toler-
ance and 
diversity.

DAR is a 
service or-

ganization and the Cay-
mus Chapter was formed 
in Calistoga on April 25, 
1972 for Upvalley women. 

The chapter honors eighth-
grade students who receive 
an A grade in their U.S. 
History Constitution class. 
In addition, Caymus also 
supports “Operation Tango 
Mike,” the service project 
of member Ginny Craven. 
Members collect and pack 
decorated gift boxes of de-
sired items to be sent to our 
servicemen and women for 
the holidays. “Tango Mike” 
is a military radio term 

meaning “Thanks Much.”
The DAR membership is 

open to any woman who 
can prove a direct lineage to 
any Revolutionary War pa-
triot, either a soldier or ci-
vilian, who aided the cause. 
Membership gives verifica-
tion to their ancestor’s part 
in the Revolutionary War. 
Many members join DAR 
because of their interest 
in genealogy. Once the ge-
nealogy is completed the 

chapter registrar will help 
a perspective member pre-
pare and submit an appli-
cation.

Officers are Regent Di-
anne Fraser, Vice Regent 
Ann Sorenson, Chaplin and 
Corresponding Secretary 
Adair Tench, Recording 
Secretary Mary Anne Rulli, 
Treasurer and Historian 
Marilyn Kramer, Registrar 
Lisa King and Librarian Liz 
Couse.

Beth Lincoln is featured speaker at DAR meeting

Lincoln

sthelenastar.com

SINCE 1917

HA
ROLD SMITH

& SON, INC.

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
GRADING-PAVING

UNDERGROUND CONST.
DAMS-PONDS

READY MIX CONCRETE
SAND-GRAVEL

DECORATIVE ROCK
SOILS-BARKS

963-7977
M-F 7:00-4:30

NOW OPEN SATURDAY 8:00-4:00
FOLLOW W. CHARTER OAK

TO OUR YARD.
ST. HELENA

WWW.HSANDSON.COM

Napa 226-9232
St. Helena 967-9271
Sonoma 935-3300

Rough to Finish

24 Hour Emergency

www.KenMaysPlumbing.com
Lic.# 839864

Sewer Masters®

Inc.
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Luz Baniqued Mendoza-
Dalmacio 
 1934 – 2020

Beloved wife, mother, 

sister and grandmother, 

Luz Baniqued Mendoza- 

Dalmacio, 85, passed from 

this life to the presence of 

God on August 30, 2020 in 

her native homeland Linoc 

Binmaley Pangasinan, Phil-

ippines. She was the oldest 

of six children born to Isaac 

and Florentina Baniqued. 

Her first husband was the 

late, Telesforo Mendoza.

She worked in downtown 

Napa and Sonoma for over 

forty years at Rosee’s/

Modern Eve women’s clothing store until she retired. 

She later volunteered at the Community Projects Thrift 

Store. Luz lived a life that revolved around caring for 

and helping people, especially her family. She gave all 

that she could to help make a lot of people’s lives better.

Luz is survived by her husband Gal Dalmacio; son, 

Dennis (Vivian) Mendoza ; daughter, Maxine Mendoza 

(Willis Blakewell); Siblings Art (Loida) Baniqued and 

Estela Pigao; Grandchildren, Hannah & Josiah Men-

doza. As well as numerous relatives here in the states 

and also in the Philippines.

Private services will be held at a later date in the Phil-

ippines

Tatjana Grgich 
 1928-2020

Tatjana Grgich, nee 

Cizmic, died on Sept. 2, 

2020, at home with her 

family by her side.

Born in 1928 in Zadvarje, 

Yugoslavia, Tatjana was 

the former wife of Mil-

jenko (Mike) Grgich, the 

mother of Violet Grgich 

(Colin Shipman), and the 

grandmother of Noel Gr-

gich-Shipman. She is sur-

vived by her sister, Vjeko-

slava Cizmic Sturmer, and 

many nephews and nieces 

both in the US and Croatia.

A deeply devout Catholic, Tatjana touched everyone 

she met with her extraordinary kindness, generosity, 

charm, style and vivacity. She was renowned for her 

extraordinary culinary skills, and regaled everyone with 

her Croatian specialties, including her famous Cheese 

Sticks, which she used to make for visitors to Grgich 

Hills Estate in Napa Valley. Photography was a passion 

for her and she was rarely seen without at least two or 

three cameras by her side.

A founding member of WiRED, a non-profit human 

support agency, Tatjana worked tirelessly to improve 

the lives of disadvantaged populations in her native 

Croatia, as well as in Serbia and Bosnia. For thirty years, 

she served as president of the Tatjana Grgich Founda-

tion, dedicated to projects that assist youth from Croa-

tia and other high-conflict regions of the world. Based 

in the Napa Valley, her foundation supports all manner 

of local and national charitable organizations, providing 

educational, medical and spiritual resources to families 

and individuals.

As a member of the Board of Regents of The Catholic 

University of America in Washington, DC, since 1986, 

she helped to inaugurate national fund-raising events 

that have raised nearly $40 million in scholarships for 

deserving students. Tatjana was also a board member 

and benefactor of the Pacem in Terris (Peace on Earth) 

Institute at La Roche College in Pittsburgh, Pa., from 

its inception in 1993, bringing students from war-torn 

areas to learn each other’s cultures, along with conflict 

resolution skills.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be sent to support 

the wide-ranging charitable projects of the Tatjana 

Grgich Family Foundation (violetta@grgich.com); the 

St. Helena Catholic Church (sthelenacatholicchurch.

org); or the Croatian Scholarship Fund (San Ramon, 

croatianscholarship.org)

 Happy 1 year Anniver-
sary to the woman of my 
dreams! I am so happy 
and so lucky to have you 
in my life. I cherish you 
every day! I love you Jil-
lianne!

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY

GRACIE SOLANO 

JOHN HENRY MARTIN

 Editor’s note: John Henry 
Martin has been profiling 
outstanding students from the 
Class of 2020 throughout the 
valley.  

Senior Quote: “Have 
pride in how far you have 
come and have faith in 
how far you can go.”

For Stefhany Rios, in-
volvement in Future Farmers 
of America (FFA) has given 
her the chance to grow. She 
came from a smaller middle 
school to St. Helena High 

School and 
didn’t know 
a lot of peo-
ple. But her 
time in FFA 
helped her 
t h r o u g h 
that.

The art of 
animal hus-

bandry is a central aspect of 
the FFA experience and Rios 
has done so all four years of 
high school. She takes par-
ticular pleasure in naming 
her animals. Her hogs her 
freshman year were “Jazz” 
and “Chance.” Sophomore 
year she had a steer named 
“Coco.” Junior year she had 
two: a hog named “Wilbur” 
and a steer named “Otis” and 
her senior year her steer was 
named “Ollie.”

The livestock projects have 
taught Rios many things. 
First is patience because, 
“working with animals is 
not the same as working with 
humans.” The maturation of 
an animal simply takes time 
and can’t be rushed. Also, 
despite her full schedule of 
classes at St. Helena High 
School, she also had to make 
time to work her animals 
daily, which forced her to 
manage her time wisely.

Her senior year, she took 
two agriculture classes—
Agriculture Leadership and 
Agriculture Systems. In the 
leadership class, she and her 
classmates met on Wednes-
day nights and thought of 
ways to enhance the FFA 
chapter and the agriculture 
program. They organized 
meetings and activities, ad-
vertised with self-designed 
posters, and practiced for 
the yearly sectional and state 
FFA competitions.

Rios’ event was the job in-
terview, at which she placed 
sixth in the sectional compe-
tition. But her and her team 
got the gold in the Closing 
Ceremonies competition.

The job interview event, 
Rios said, was incredibly 
helpful because she has 
used those skills in real life. 
But also, as an officer in 
FFA, there were many times 
where she had to speak 
publicly in front of her col-
leagues as well as people she 
didn’t know. This experi-
ence helped her with her self 
confidence and her ability to 
articulate her thoughts un-
der pressure.

Her senior project in her 
Agriculture Systems class 
was a scientific study of the 

effect the protein content of 
a particular type of chicken 
feed had on egg quality. She 
first identified two different 
types of feed that had es-
tablished protein content. 
Then she fed them to the 
same chickens over a period 
of time and would analyze 
the eggs they produced by 
weighing the whole egg, then 
measuring separately the al-
bum or white, yolk and shell.

While the results were 
not statistically significant 
— the average difference 
came to 0.8 grams — the ex-
perience of conducting the 
experiment was invaluable 
because it showed her how 
to objectively collect and 
analyze data.

As it turns out, analyzing 
data is something she learned 
how to do in her favorite 
class: statistics. She liked it 
because there was a deeper 
meaning to what you were 
doing, unlike math, which 
is more straightforward. 
Though with statistics, there 
are particular equations you 
can use to get particular an-
swers. The key is in knowing 
which ones will give you the 
best answer. But it was a 
big lesson when her teacher 
showed her that the outcome 
will be different based on the 
statistical method used.

She is now skeptical of 
political polls because she 
knows what statisticians 
can do to influence their 
outcomes.

Her favorite book in high 
school was “Into the Wild” 
by Jon Krakauer, about a 
young man named Christo-
pher McCandless who gives 
away all of his money after 
college and hitchhikes to 
Alaska to live off the land. She 
enjoyed putting herself in 
McCandless’ shoes and see-
ing if she would do the same 
thing. And, she enjoyed the 
lively classroom discussion 
that came from the book.

Rios will be attending UC 
Davis and majoring in Agri-
cultural and Environmental 
Education. This summer she 
has been working at Usibelli 
Vineyards doing cluster 
counts and monitoring the 
size of the crop.

In reflecting on her gener-
ation, she said, “Our genera-
tion gets somewhat criticized 
because we’re known as the 
technology kids and we’re all 
on our phones and stuff, but 
I think that has turned into 
an advantage for us because 
we’ve helped spread the 
word about different events 
and as to what’s going on 
around the world and I think 
we’re all better for it.”

Finally she addressed 
the unusual spelling of her 
name. It was supposed to be 
“Stephany” but her father 
spelled it wrong on her birth 
certificate. “English is not 
his first language. It used to 
bother me, but I really like it 
now.”

You can follow Stefhany on 
Facebook, Snapchat @rios016 
and Instagram @stefhany.
rioss.

THE CLASS OF 2020

Stefhany Rios, the science 
and art of animal husbandry

Rios

CYNTHIA SWEENEY
editor@weeklycalistogan.com 

 As area temperatures 
continue to rise, and wild-
fires are becoming both 
more frequent and prolific, 
Napa Valley officials believe 
action on climate change is 
needed.

That’s why Calistoga has 
joined the newly formed 
organization Napa Valley 
Climate Action Commit-
tee.

“Each year we get a little 
warmer, until we will get 
to a tipping point. But the 
longer you take to try and 
make a difference, it will 
push a reversal of the situ-
ation further out,” said Cal-
istoga City Councilmember 
Gary Kraus.

Kraus, along with Mayor 
Chris Canning, are repre-
senting Calistoga as part of 
the committee that also in-
cludes the cities of St. Hel-
ena, Yountville, and Napa.

The question is, what 
can the organization actu-
ally do?

The answer lies in ed-
ucation and legislation. 
Getting the attention of 
the public and politicians, 
Kraus said.

One of the goals of the 
group is to ultimately join 
other counties like Marin 
and Sonoma, who already 
have climate action groups, 
to form a large Bay area 
group.

“A consistent local, state 
and national message is 
what’s needed to influence 
more politicians for advo-
cate for change. As individ-
ual districts we have min-
imal influence. It’s easier 
when a number of people 
deliver the same message 
over and over. You have a 
better chance of swaying 
the needle towards legislat-
ing in the form of a tax on 
carbon dioxide emissions, 
for example,” Kraus said.

At their last meeting in 
August, the group heard 
from Christine O’Rourke, 
a consultant for Marin 
Climate and Energy Part-
nership. She said Marin 
County’s greenhouse gas 
emissions have dropped 
25% since 2005.

The committee also 
heard from Suzanne Smith, 
executive director of the 
Sonoma County Regional 
Climate Protection Au-
thority. Smith called the 
group a coalition that tries 
to inject a climate change 

lens into various issues, 
such as economic devel-
opment, tourism and hous-
ing. It gives local elected 
officials the tools to have 
that lens.

What can Calistoga con-
tribute to the group?

Calistoga is experienced 
and has a successful track 
record in securing public 
and private grants for vari-
ous city projects.

Also, given its vulner-
ability to wildfires and 
PG&E’s PSPS events in 
Napa Valley, Calistoga has 
taken the lead in address-
ing sustainability issues. 
The city has explored the 
viability of running on a 
microgrid, and more re-
cently has made the first 
move towards becoming 
an all-electric town, join-
ing more than 40 others in 
the state.

Napa Valley Climate Ac-
tion Committee is still fine 
tuning details, but the mis-
sion is clear.

“Everybody wants to 
prevent catastrophe. We’re 
looking at how to get there. 
You need a mission with vi-
sion and goals,” Kraus said.

With that in mind, how-
ever, “The more people you 
have involved the more you 
need a document of some 
sort to keep people on task,” 
he said. “No one wants a 
dictatorship. What works 
in American Canyon might 
not work in Calistoga.”

Kraus himself is moti-
vated out of concern for 
what kind of world his five 
grandchildren will inherit. 
He also vividly remembers 
the smog levels, growing up 
in southern California.

“You could taste the air,” 
he said.

Kraus has installed solar 
panels on his house and 
backup battery storage, and 
said he was the only Calis-
toga City Councilmember 
to vote for Measure C, a 
measure that aimed to set 
limits on clear-cutting hill-
sides for vineyard develop-
ment, and was defeated in 
2018.

The vote, however, got 
the attention of Napa 
County Supervisor Brad 
Wagenknecht, who reached 
out to Kraus to join the 
committee.

You can reach Cynthia 
Sweeney at 942-
4035 or csweeney@
weeklycalistogan.com.

Calistoga advocates for 
climate change action

Pickup Service 7 days a week
Call 707.942.4699

Thank you for your continued support!
Beer and Sake 20% off

Bottles of wine 30% off with food orders!

1631 Lincoln Ave.Calistoga 94515
www.napasushi.com

Open Mon - Fri 11:30 am - 8 pm Sat-Sun 12 - 8 pm

Serving NapaValley since 1997

Text Orders to 707-339-9905
Delivery Every Tuesday to Our Napa Customers

10% OFF WITH THIS COUPON
Now is the Time to
Stain Your Deck!
With the rainy season approaching,
choose from our wide variety of top
quality stains to protect your deck.

We also carry

971 Lincoln Avenue, Napa 707.226.5211

www.devinepaintcenterinc.com
Mon - Fri 7 a.m. – 5:30 p.m • Sat: 8 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. Closed on Sunday

"SERVING THE NAPA VALLEY SINCE 1935"

707-963-3536
1297 Pine Street, St. Helena, CA.

We provide specialized funeral services and pre-planning
arrangements designed to meet the needs of each family.

morrisonfuneralchapel@gmail.com

FD 687

Portable Spas & Swim Spas
Splash Pools

BBQ’s & Accessories

Green Mountain
Pellet Grills

Up To

$250 OFF

SERVING NAPA SINCE 1976
VISIT OUR SHOWROOM

2746 Jefferson St. • Napa • (707) 252-2441 • www.nvht.com

YOUR FIRST STEP TO A CAREER IN EDUCATION

If you want to work with
children and students, or
you have an interest in office
administration, finance or
program support, NCOE
may have a position that’s
just right for you.

We are Hiring!

Visit napacoe.org/jobs/ today to learn more
about our current job openings. REGISTER TODAY: STARHR.COM/EVENTS

THE VIRTUAL
HR SUMMIT

OF THE YEAR
10.21.2020

Building a Great Company Culture
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 September is National Suicide 
Prevention Awareness Month, and 
the Napa County Suicide Preven-
tion Council is asking residents 
to help spread the word to reduce 
stigma around mental health is-
sues, prevent suicide and foster 
hope.

With COVID-19, social unrest, 
distance learning, and the wild-
fires, community members are 
stressed more than ever before, 
but help and support are available.

Napa County Suicide Preven-
tion Council has launched a new 
campaign, Reach Out!

Local support resources avail-
able include:

 Aldea Bilingual Family Well-
ness Support Line: 707-543-1152— 
Mentis Bilingual Mental Health 
Line: 255-0966, ext. 132

 LGBTQ Connection “Drop 
In” Counseling Bilingual Sched-
uling Line: 707-948-6640

 Napa County Mental Health 
Bilingual System Navigators: 707-
259-8160/707-259-4963

 Napa County Mental Health 
Access: 707-259-8151

 Napa County Crisis: 707-
253-4711—Call this number or 911 
in an emergency

 Ready Napa County (disas-
ter support): https://readyna-
pacounty.org

 State and national resources 
related to mental health and sui-
cide prevention, include:

 Each Mind Matters: Califor-
nia’s Mental Health Movement, 
www.eachmindmatters.org/
spw2020/

 Know the Signs: California’s 
statewide suicide prevention so-
cial marketing campaign: suicide-
ispreventable.org/

 National Suicide Prevention 
Life Line: 1-800-273-TALK

 Crisis Text Line: Text HELP 
to 741741

Another initiative of Napa 
County Suicide Prevention 
Council is gatekeeper training 
in the Question, Persuade, Refer 
(QPR) model. These QPR train-
ings are currently being offered 
in a virtual format. They are 90 
minutes long, and are designed to 
give people tools to intervene and 
foster hope with someone who 

may be considering suicide. Napa 
County Suicide Prevention Coun-
cil has trained hundreds of people 
throughout the county in QPR. If 
you are interested in coordinating 
a training for your organization or 
community group, contact caro-
lina.mariposa@countyofnapa.org.

Napa County’s Suicide Preven-
tion Council meets on the second 
Thursday of each month from 
4-5:30 p.m. Currently meetings 
are facilitated via Zoom. For ad-
ditional information, contact 
707-253-4730 or visit www.coun-
tyofnapa.org/2367/Suicide-Pre-
vention-Council.

NV Education Foundation 
expands support for 
wellness services 

As students began the school 
year via distance learning amidst 
the continuing challenges posed 
by COVID-19 and the danger of 
one of California’s largest wild-
fires in history, the Napa Valley 
Education Foundation (NVEF) has 
ensured the expansion of a criti-
cal safety net to care for the health 

and well being of the nearly 17,000 
students served by the Napa Valley 
Unified School District.

“Following the 2017 wildfires, 
we saw a 50% increase in student 
need for mental health services,” 
said Kristin Nelson, NVUSD Well-
ness program manager. “When 
COVID-19 hit our community 
and we saw the widespread im-
pact that had in increasing anxiety, 
stress, and depression among our 
students, we knew we needed to 
take action to ensure that no child 
slipped through the cracks. The 
Napa Valley Education Foundation 
has worked to provide the funding 
we needed to make this happen.”

With the addition of school 
social workers assigned to every 
school in the district, whether in 
person or virtually, all students 
will be evaluated for behavioral 
health issues. For those in need of 
support, social workers will work 
with support providers to ensure 
every student in need receives 
services. Since the school-based 
wellness program began in 2014, 
organizations like Mentis, Aldea, 
Napa County Office of Educa-

tion, Voices, NEWS, Napa County 
Mental Health have been integral 
partners in this service model. 
Teachers and school staff are being 
trained on trauma sensitive prac-
tices and how to identify mental 
health issues.

“Since making our first invest-
ment to establish the Wellness 
Program in 2014, the results speak 
for themselves,” said Jennifer 
Stewart, NVEF Executive Direc-
tor. “Overall behavioral problems 
have reduced by 42%, bullying 
has decreased by 12% and two 
out of three students served by 
the NVUSD Wellness Program 
report an improvement in their 
social-emotional functioning.”

In May 2020, NVEF launched 
its Youth Wellness Campaign to 
raise the funds necessary for this 
important service expansion. To 
date, it has raised $254,000 to-
ward its $500,000 goal including 
an MSA grant from the County of 
Napa, an initial matching grant 
from Redwood Credit Union to 
kickstart the campaign, and most 
recently, a major gift from the 
Bank of Marin of $60,000.

COMMUNITY BUILDERS

Mental health help in Napa County

certainly been a roller coaster ride. 
As we wrap up Sauvignon Blanc here 
at Honig, we are seeing lovely, bright 
fruit flavors and aromas revealing 
themselves as the tanks finish fer-
mentation. Wineries are starting to 
look to reds and, dare I say, making 
predictions for when everything 
might be in. Chris Phelps at Ingle-
nook reports the following: ‘As pre-
dicted, the heat last weekend kicked 
harvest at Inglenook into high gear. 
All Merlot, Cabernet Franc, Zinfandel 
and Syrah are in tank, as well as the 
first few lots of Cabernet Sauvignon. 
Color extraction is phenomenal, and 
overall quality of the tannins is ex-
citing, with a silky texture already 
evident in many of the lots as they 
reach dryness. The harvest on the 
Inglenook estate will likely wrap up 
the first week of October.”

Oakville — Jennifer Rue, Oakville 
Ranch Vineyards — “Winemakers and 
growers are by nature a thoughtful 
and optimistic group and 2020 was 
putting that optimism to the test even 
before the heat, fires, and smoke. Last 
week, while vines recovered from the 
intense heat, Rosé harvest came to an 
end, and Merlot and Cabernet Franc 
began. The latest round of smoke and 
ash has intensified concerns about 
the crop. We know rushing to pick is 
not the answer and will only result in a 
doubly flawed wine. The Napa Valley 
as a whole is a study in microclimates, 
that may just be the saving grace for 
some.”

Yountville — Louis Kapcsandy, Jr., 
Kapcsandy Family Winery — “Now 
that the skies are beginning to clear 
and with the air quality improving, 
crush is in full swing. Tanks are fill-
ing up and there is optimism that a 
sizable portion of the overall crop will 
end up producing excellent wine. The 
whites and pinks, picked over the last 
three weeks, are finishing with some 
brilliant results. Some vintners are 
leaning toward filling more used 
barrels than new, which will retain 
maximum freshness and maintain as 
much vineyard terroir character as 
possible. New distancing practices in 
the cellars, many of which have been 
in place since April, are allowing for 
more safety and less congestion. For 
the Cabs, the next two weeks will be 
critical and the forecast looks very 
promising.”

Stags Leap District — Elizabeth 
Vianna, Chimney Rock Winery — 

“Some winemakers in the Stags Leap 
District are showing activity on the 
crush pad this week, while others are 
still enjoying the quiet waiting game. 
Elias Fernandez, winemaker at Shafer 
Vineyards, has not harvested any fruit 
out of Stags Leap District yet. Jon 
Emmerich, winemaker at Silverado 
Vineyards, has only just started with 
two blocks of Cabernet Sauvignon 
from their Estate SLD vineyards. Ce-
lia Welch, winemaker for Lindstrom 
Vineyards, had not brought in any 
of their Estate fruit, but was ‘glad to 
see some cooler temperatures ahead.’ 
Marcus Notaro, winemaker at Stag’s 
Leap Wine Cellars, had harvested 
some Cabernet Sauvignon from up-
per Fay on Saturday and reported that 
things were ‘good so far, even with the 
glowing skies.’ At Chimney Rock, we 
are still waiting for the perfect ripe-
ness point on our hillside Merlot and 
our Cabernet Sauvignon blocks still 
have some time to go.”

Mount Veeder – Lorenzo Dalla 
Brea, Hess Collection — “The over-
cast skies and cooler temperatures 
last week promoted sugar develop-
ment in the fruit clusters and allowed 
the grapevines to rehydrate. Our 
Mount Veeder Estate Chardonnay is 
close to being ready to be harvested, 
with optimal brix and very good acid-
ity. Sampling continues for all variet-
ies, as we develop a possible picking 
scenario for the next weeks.”

Oak Knoll District — Jon Ruel, 
Trefethen Vineyards & Winery — 
“We have learned to expect a heat 
spell (or two) around Labor Day and 
it was great to see how our viticultural 
adaptations, such as modified trellis 
systems and fruit zone misting, pro-
tected the crop through the recent hot 
weather. At Trefethen, we have now 
finished picking our Cabernet Franc 
and we are focused on the remaining 
reds. We are still tracking towards an 
early finish, perhaps around the first 
week of October.”

Carneros — Christopher Hyde, 
Hyde Vineyards — “This week in the 
Carneros Region, after a slow week of 
cooler weather, harvest is expected 
to pick up again. At Hyde Vineyards, 
only 30% of our grapes remain to be 
picked, mostly Merlot, Cabernet and 
Syrah. Growers in the region remain 
optimistic about the potential qual-
ity and concentration of the fruit 
and hopeful that the air will clear up 
soon.”

For real-time harvest photos and 
updates, visit the Napa Valley Vint-
ners’ Harvest 2020 website at har-
vestnapa.com.

Harvest
From B3
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 The International Associa-
tion for Women Police (IAWP) 
has honored Napa County 
Sheriff’s Deputy Riley Jarecki 
with its 2020 Bravery Award 
for her actions in February 2019 
when she confronted an armed 
man parked on a rural road.

“The IAWP is so pleased 
to recognize the outstanding 
work of our colleagues in law 
enforcement. These stories 
exemplify that with the right 
tools, training, and opportu-
nity, women excel in policing 
and keep our communities 
safer,” IAWP President, Debo-
rah Friedl said.

Jarecki was honored for her 
brave response on Feb. 17, 2019 
when she checked out a parked 
car at night on Henry Road in 
south Napa County.

After a brief conversation 

with the driver, body camera 
footage revealed the man sud-
denly shot at her three times 
shortly after rolling down the 
driver’s side window.

The shots were at such close 
quarters that Jarecki’s ears 
started ringing. She moved to 
the back of the car and returned 
fire through the passenger side, 
killing the shooter.

The motorist, identified as 
Javier Hernandez, 43, was an 
undocumented Mexican Na-
tional with a criminal history 
who had been deported three 
times, officials later reported.

Jarecki was Rep. Mike 
Thompson’s First Responder 
of the year in 2019.

Jarecki comes from a family 
with a history of public service. 
She follows in the footsteps 
of her father, a retired Napa 
County Sheriff’s sergeant, and 
her grandfather, a former Napa 
Police Department captain.

The complete press release 
from the IAWP is at http://
www.iawp.org/awards2020

Napa sheriff’s deputy wins 
international bravery award

NAPA COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE  

Deputy Riley Jarecki 

SUBMITTED  

Rep. Mike Thompson named Napa County Sheriff’s Deputy Riley Jarecki as First Responder of the Year 
for her actions on Feb. 17, 2019 when she was fired upon by a motorist, then returned fire, killing the 
suspect. She was cited for “professionalism amidst intense pressure.” 
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 If you arose last Wednesday 
morning, Sept. 9, hoping to catch 
a sunrise over the Napa Valley, 
there’s a good chance you missed 
it.

Much of the Napa Valley re-
mained dark into the later hours 
of the morning as ash collected 
on cars and swirled in the street. 
When the sky did lighten, it was 
not clear daylight that poked 
through the windows of homes 
in the North Bay, but air with an 
ominous, radiating orange hue.

A thick blanket of smoke above 
much of Northern California 
cast down the distorted daylight. 
Northerly winds had transported 
smoke from the August Com-
plex fire burning in Mendocino 
National Forest, and the North 
Complex fire, burning to the east 
of Chico, according to Roger Gass, 
a meteorologist with the National 
Weather Service.

The “tremendous” number of 
wildfires burning in Northern 
California had churned up a thick 
blanket of smoke that was now 
essentially trapped by wind and 
weather patterns, he said.

“If there was only one fire in 
the area, we might have smoke 
moving into the Bay, but we have 
multiple layers of smoke in the 
atmosphere,” Gass said.

That smoke – made up of par-
ticulate matter – is responsible for 
the surreal daylight, according to 
Cort Anastasio, professor of Land, 
Air and Water Resources at UC Da-
vis’s Air Quality Research Center.

Minuscule particles in the air 
cancel out “shorter wavelengths” 
of visible light – that is, they make 
it impossible to see blue and violet 
light in our atmosphere. What’s 
left over, Anastasio explained, 
are the yellow, red and orange 
wavelengths. Those remaining 

wavelengths created the light 
over Napa and the Bay Area on 
Wednesday.

“That’s why when you see an 
orange sun, it means there are lots 
of particles in the atmosphere,” 
Anastasio said.

Wind is blowing in pretty much 
every direction but from the west, 
which would move the smoke 
away from the North Coast and 
into the state’s deeper interior, 
according to Gass.

“We will see ebbs and flows, 
and some places in the Bay may 
do better as we have the marine 
layer come back to the area,” Gass 
added. “(Improvement would 
take) at least significant dimin-
ishing of the active fires going on.”

Visible, millimeter-sized par-
ticles of ash falling from the sky 
have concerning implications for 
air quality, Gass cautioned. Air 
quality sensors often pick up finer 
particles, but not larger pieces of 
particulate.

Even while the Napa sky looked 
Martian on Wednesday morning, 
the Bay Area Air Quality Man-
agement District rated local air 
quality as “moderate,” just slightly 
worse than “good.”

Assume precautions, like 
masks, are necessary when ash is 
visible, Gass said.

The right pattern of wind could 
remove the smoke and particles 
from the air over Napa Valley, ac-
cording to Anastasia. Rain, too, 
could help – though California’s 
rainy season is still months away.

“The smoke from these fires is 
making it to the Midwest,” Anas-
tasio added, referencing satellite 
imagery of the wildfires burning 
across the West Coast. “These 
particles can last for weeks.”

You can reach Sarah Klearman 
at (707) 256-2213 or sklearman@
napanews.com.

WEATHER 

Orange ‘Martian’ 
sky casts eerie glow 
over Napa Valley

MARVIN HUMPHREY 

Photographer Marvin Humphrey took a photo of the orange skies about 2 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 9 in 
downtown St. Helena.

TIM CARL PHOTOGRAPHY 

At about 6 p.m., Wednesday, Sept. 9 the skies over Calistoga’s Cal Mart were an erie orange, the result of ash 
and smoke from the region’s wildfires.

Left: The smoke 
and ash in the 
atmosphere turned 
the skies orange 
on Wednesday, 
Sept. 9. This photo 
was taken about 
5:30 p.m.
DAVID STONEBERG, 
STAR 

Right: The orange 
glow appeared over 

downtown Napa 
on Wednesday at 

11 a.m.
JENNIFER HUFFMAN, 
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Growing up in the Christian 
Science Sunday school, I 
learned through my study 

of the Bible that God is Love and 
that Love eliminates fear. There-
fore there is no room for fear 
when thought is filled with love.

During my middle school 
years, I experienced what today 
is referred to as bullying and be-
came afraid. I went to the school 
counselor for help. He tried his 
best by having a chat with the 
offenders. While this was help-
ful, it did not remove my fear.

However, my Sunday school 
teacher and my mom helped me 
to better understand our heav-
enly Father’s unconditional love 
for each and every one of us, and 
that I could trust God to protect 
me and everyone from harm. 

Before long, there 
was no more bul-
lying.

In Sunday 
school we dis-
cussed passages 
from the Bible like, 
“Be strong and of a 
good courage, fear 
not, nor be afraid 

of them: for the LORD thy God, 
he it is that doth go with thee; 
he will not fail thee, nor forsake 
thee.” (Deuteronomy 31:6), and 
Jesus’ powerful words of assur-
ance: “Fear not, little flock; for 
it is your Father’s good pleasure 
to give you the kingdom.” (Luke 
12:32).

We learned how to watch 
our thoughts and to align them 
with God, with divine Love. 

We learned from the Bible that 
God watches over us, protects 
us, and enables us to enjoy an 
ever-growing sense of harmony 
in our lives. We also discussed 
how God created everything in 
His universe to be “very good.” 
(Genesis 1:31).

In addition, we learned from 
the Christian Science textbook, 
“Science and Health with Key to 
the Scriptures,” about a spiritual, 
logical, and practical approach 
to applying the teachings of the 
Bible to our everyday lives.

Since my Sunday school days, 
I have expanded and deepened 
my study of the Bible, and I’ve 
continued to trust God’s love to 
defeat the bully of fear whenever 
it crosses my path.

Of course, the current pan-

demic provides us all with a 
unique opportunity to do just 
that. While health officials 
continue their search for viable 
solutions, we can pray to elimi-
nate fear through a better under-
standing of God’s unwavering 
love for His creation.

For instance, in the Bible we 
read, “This I declare about the 
Lord: He alone is my refuge, my 
place of safety; he is my God, 
and I trust him. For he will res-
cue you from every trap and 
protect you from deadly disease. 
He will cover you with his feath-
ers. He will shelter you with his 
wings. His faithful promises 
are your armor and protection.” 
(Psalm 91, New Living Transla-
tion).

The Bible is filled with evi-

dence of such protection, and we 
should have every expectation to 
feel and to see evidence of this 
very same protection ourselves. I 
know I have!

Every day is an opportunity to 
thank God for the freedom from 
fear He continues to provide for 
us all under His infinite wings of 
love.

Kathy Ball is a member of First 
Church of Christ, Scientist, Napa, 
located at 2210 Second Street. 
Given the current health issues, in-
person church services have been 
suspended. For information about 
attending the Zoom services please 
look online at cschurchnapa@
gmail.com or call 707 255-5255. 
Online services are also available at 
christianscience.com.

THURSDAY PULPIT 

Standing up to the bully of fear

KATHY  
BALL

SARAH KLEARMAN
sklearman@napanews.com 

 With both harvest and the vir-
tual school year underway, child 
care is among the most pressing 
needs of Napa Valley’s agricultural 
workforce, experts say.

Of course, they’re not alone; 
adequate child care is a need 
of working parents across the 
spectrum of industry. But for 
low-wage essential workers who 
continue to work outside their 
homes, an inability to find child 
care during work hours can force 
impossible decisions – either to 
give up a job and a source of in-
come, or to leave an underage 
child home alone during the vir-
tual school day.

“(These workers either) don’t 
have child care providers available 
to them (or they) don’t have the 
financial means to cover the cost 
of child care,” said Lupe Maldo-
nado, family services manager at 
Upvalley Family Centers. Maldo-
nado typically directs families to 
Community Resources for Chil-
dren, which can subsidize child 
care, or suggests coordinating 

with extended family. Otherwise, 
“we don’t have very many op-
tions,” Maldonado said.

Farmworkers, upon whom the 
Napa Valley relies so heavily for its 
wine grape crop, often work long, 
unconventional hours – especially 
during the harvest season. Inter-
mittent heat waves, smoke and the 
coronavirus pandemic this year 
have prompted some growers to 
turn to an almost nocturnal har-
vesting schedule, hoping to avoid 
having crews working in masks 
amid the highest of daytime tem-
peratures.

Unconventional work schedules 
can make it even more difficult for 
workers to find childcare, accord-
ing to Upvalley Family Centers 
Executive Director Jenny Ocón. 
Working parents “still need care” 
for small children in those situa-
tions, Ocón said.

During harvest, Maria Hurta-
do’s husband Jose might work as 
many as 14 hours in one day, said 
Hurtado, who works for Commu-
nity Action Napa Valley. The two 
have been sending their oldest 
daughter, Ximena, now a fourth 
grader, to the Boys & Girls Clubs 
of Napa Valley for the last four 
years. The pair are grateful, Hur-
tado said, to now have the option 
to send Ximena there during the 
school day.

“If we weren’t members of the 
club, my options would honestly 

be almost none,” Hurtado wrote in 
a text message in Spanish. Xime-
na’s grandmother has been stay-
ing with the family and had been 
able to help with childcare at the 
onset of the pandemic. But she 
will soon be returning to her home 
in Mexico, Hurtado explained.

“For that reason, when the club 
let us know that we could bring 
(Ximena) there, it was a huge re-
lief, because we know it’s a safe 
and trustworthy place,” Hurtado 
said.

Farmworkers and other essen-
tial workers may also seek child-
care during the school day because 
they do not have the resources to 
help their children through the 
virtual school day – whether 
that’s a lack of WiFi connection 
for residents of rural areas, or 
due to a language barrier, Upvalley 
Family Centers’ Ocón said.

That’s been the case for Napa 
resident Alejandrina Rumbos, 
a farmworker whose daughter 
Alexia, a second grader, is set to 
spend her school day at the Boys 
& Girls Clubs as well. Not only will 
the club provide much-needed 
childcare for Rumbos, who has 
been grappling with an on-again, 
off-again work in the vineyards 
since the pandemic began – it will 
serve as an educational resource 
for Alexia.

“It’s difficult for me to help her, 
because I don’t know much En-
glish,” Rumbos said in an inter-
view in Spanish. “She’s going to 

learn more at school there than 
she would (at home) with me.”

Sensing additional need in 
the community, the Napa Valley 
Farmworker Foundation (FWF) 
last week announced they would 
be partnering with the Boys & 
Girls Clubs to provide funding for 
two months’ worth of childcare 
for the children of farmworkers.

The Napa Valley and American 
Canyon campuses opened for fall 
with expanded hours on Sept. 1, 
according to Executive Director 
Greg Bouillerce. The $50,000 
fund – composed of $25,000 
donations from the Foley family 
and Vintners Harmon and Joanne 
Brown – will cover 62 slots.

The club has had to raise fees to 
cover the cost of expanded hours 
— from $100 monthly to $300, 
Bouillerce said. The organization 
has identified 30 member fam-
ilies, who qualify for and will be 
retroactively awarded the schol-
arships, including Rumbos and 
Hurtado.

Second-generation vintner 
Courtney Foley said the family had 
previously worked with Corazon, 
an organization in Healdsburg, on 
a child care initiative for farm-
workers in Sonoma County. The 
Napa Valley Grapegrowers (NVG) 
together with FWF was already 
attuned to the issue, Foley said, 
and brought up the potential part-
nership. In making the donation, 
Foley said, the family hoped to 
make a meaningful difference for 

workers so they could know their 
children were “safe and comfort-
able” during work hours.

At least 100 families (one for 
each of the 62 slots plus a wait-
list of around 40) as of the end 
of August had expressed interest 
in the scholarships, according to 
NVG and FWF CEO and Executive 
Director Jennifer Putnam.

What the Boys & Girls Clubs is 
now grappling with is space, ac-
cording to Boullierce. Enrollment 
at the Boys & Girls Clubs had al-
ready opened before funding was 
made available for farmworkers, 
he said – and those 120 spaces, 60 
each at the Napa and American 
Canyon campuses, filled quickly. 
The club has its own 200-person 
waiting list.

“If (the Boys & Girls Clubs) can, 
they’ll open it up right away, be-
cause these families need child-
care immediately,” Putnam said. 
“The minute we sent the newslet-
ter (announcing the program) to 
our vineyard owners in Napa, the 
slots were filled up.”

The club is already reassessing 
its numbers, Bouillerce said, and 
by this week may very well have 
expanded its capacity to 160 from 
120. It will prioritize farmworkers 
along with all essential workers if 
it is able to create the additional 
slots, he added.

You can reach Sarah Klearman 
at (707) 256-2213 or sklearman@
napanews.com.

FAMILIES 

Workers struggle 
for child care
Farmworkers are 

among those with 

children who need 

daytime supervision 

JENNIFER HUFFMAN PHOTOS, REGISTER 

A student at the Boys & Girls Clubs of Napa Valley works on her distance learning school work while at the 
club last week. The club is looking to create additional space to try and accommodate demand from essential 
workers, like farmworkers, and other residents.

A student at the Boys & Girls Clubs of Napa Valley works on her distance 
learning school work while at the club. Parent Alejandrina Rumbos, a 
Napa resident who makes a living as a farmworker, said that the club’s 
guidance has been critical for her daughter Alexia, especially because of 
Rumbos’ limited knowledge of English.
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